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I>  R  E  FACE. 


The  ^iDgrapher  lias  found  it  impracticable  to  com- 

^\ete  tlve    "X.ife    of   Sir  William   Parker''   in  two 

volumes  T^^tlioiit  omitting  correspondence  of  great 

value  to  the  l^aval  Service,  an  omission  which  would 

\>ave  defeated  the  intention  of  the  work. 

The  present  volume  contains  the  account  of  Sir 

William  Parker's  continuous  employment  as  a  Flag 

Officer  in  very  important  situations,  between  1831 

and  1844  inclusive,  and  finishes  with  his  nomination 

to  the  Chief  Command  in  the  Mediterranean. 

The   remaining   part  of  his  life,  from  1845   to 
1866,  is  in  course  of  being  printed. 

The  Biographer  regrets  the  long  interval  that 
has  elapsed  between  the  publication  of  the  first  and 
second  volumes,  caused  by  the  duties  of  his  present 
office  having  left  him  but  little  disposable  time. 
While,  however,  for  this,  among  other  reasons,  he 
continues  to  regret  that  the  work  has  not  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  one  more  able  to  do  full  justice  to  the 
subject,  he  has  been  greatly  encouraged  by  the  kind 
spirit  in  which  the  first  volume  has  been  reviewed 
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and  criticised  by  nearly  all  those  who  have  noticed 
it  publicly,  and  by  the  friendly  way  in  which  it  has 
been  received  by  his  brother  officers ;  and  he  gladly 
avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  express  his 
thanks  for  the  support  and  encouragement  thus 
given  to  his  undertaking. 
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Appendix  to  Chapter  XV,  under  the  colamn  "nnder  whose 

charge,"  for  White  read  Whyte. 
Page  47.     'For  Bristowe  read  Disbrowe. 
Page  178.     "Comptroller  of  the  Navy,"  should  be,  "held  the 

post  now  represented  by  the  Controller  of  the  Navy."    At 

that  time  the   "President  of  the  Navy  Board"  was  thus 

siyled. 
Page  178,  note  J,  line  3, /or  Paymaster  read  Purser. 
Page  221,  line  11,  for  John  read  Alexander. 
Page  414,  note  *,  transfer  "  he  died  1874,"  to  f  second  note. 
Page  420,  line  22,  for  "  to  "  read  "  with.'' 
Page  454,  end  of  note,/or  1872  reed  1869. 
Page  489,  line  22,  for  Apparent  read  Presumptive. 


Of  the  Eablieb  Copies. 


Page  427,  line  3,  for  "  *  Cambrian '  was  not  in  the  action," 
read  " '  Cambrian '  was  not  at  the  commencement  of  the 
action."  But  the  passage  itself  has  been  cancelled  in  later 
copies. — See  "  Marshall's  Biography,"  Captain  Hamilton. 
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CHAPTER  I. 
1831. 
Second  rn  Command    op  Channel  Fleet — Com- 

MANDINO    THE   SqUADRON    IN   PORTUGAL. 

^^I  will  ieU   you  what  was  the  oonrse  in  the  happy  days 

of  Qaeeoi  Elizabeth,  whom  it  will  he  no  disrepntation  to  follow : 

she  did  vary  a450ording  to  the  nature  of  the  employment  the 

quality  of  the  persons  she  employed;  which  is  a  good  role  to 

go  by." — Bacoii*8  Advice  to  Sir  Oeorge  ViUiers, 

HeabtAdmibal  Pabkeb  was  appointed  second  Id 
command  of  the  Channel  Squadron  in  Aprils  1831. 

During  the  time  that  had  elapsed  between  his 
ceasing  to  be  actively  employed  in  the  "  Warspite  " 
(December,  1828)  and  liis  first  employment  as  a  flag 
officer,  important  changes  had  taken  place. 

With  respect  to  France  ;  Algiers  had  been  taken 
by  the  French  in  June,  1 830  ;  and  notwithstanding 
the  assurances  conveyed  to  the  English  Government 
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by  the  Ministers  of  Charles  X,  that  it  should  not  be 
retained  as  a  permanent  conquest,  it  has  ever  since 
remained  a  colony  of  France.  Elated  by  this  con- 
quest, and  probably  presuming  on  its  popularity, 
Charles  X  issued  an  edict  against  the  liberty  of 
the  press  on  the  25th  of  July,  and  dissolved  the 
Chambers.  The  result  of  the  revolution  which,  in 
consequence  of  these  measures,  broke  out  in  Paris, 
was,  as  is  well  known,  the  defeat  of  the  King  on 
the  28th,  29th,  and  30th  of  July  (afterwards  called 
by  the  French  the  three  glorious  days),  the  abdi- 
cation of  the  King,  and  the  election  of  his  cousin, 
the  Duke  of  Orleans,  on  the  9th  of  August,  1830, 
under  the  designation  of  Louis  Philippe  the  First, 
King  of  the  French. 

Instigated  by  the  example  of  the  French,  the 
Belgians  in.  the  year  following  rose  in  arms,  to  obtain 
their  separation  from  the  Kingdom  of  Holland. 

Lord  Palmerston  was  then  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  and  at  the  request  of  the  English 
and  French  Governments,  the  King  of  Holland 
granted  an  armistice,  and  negotiations  were  com- 
menced for  a  pacific  solution  of  the  questions  be- 
tween Belgium  and  Holland. 

Louis  Philippe  contrived  that  the  throne  of  the 
new  kingdom,  which  it  was  proposed  to  create, 
should  be  offered  to  his  son,  the  Due  de  Nemours ; 
but  the  English  Government  declared  that  such  an 
evasion  of  the  intentions  and  spirit  of  the  Treaty  of 
Vienna  would  not  be  permitted.     Lord  Palmerston 
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suggested  Prince  I^eopold  of  Saxe-Coburg,  who  had 
lecentiy  refoBed  tlxe  nevr  Kingdom  of  Greece,*  as  a 
&tter  candidatpe  -tKan    t.lie  X>uke^  and  iDiimated  that 
he  might  marry    a    dsaighter  of  the  King  of  the 
French.    UL  de  TaUeyrand,  then  French  Ambassador 
in  London,  tried  to   tlii^art  this  arrangement,  and, 
eonddering  that  Belgiuna  broken  up  into  provinces 
would  gjive  a  better  prospect  for  the  future  acquisi- 
tion of  territory  by    France,  proposed  instead  the 
Prince  of  Naples,    hoping  that  the   complications 
arising  from  sucb  a  choice  would  cause  the  dismem- 
berment whicb  be  desired. 

General    Sebastiani,    the    French    Minister    of 

Foreign  Affidrs,  bliintly  told  the  Belgian  Deputies, 

who  came  to  Paris,    **  Si  le  Prince  Coburg  met  un 

senl  pied  dans  la  Belgique,   nous  lui  tirerons  des 

coups  de  canons." 

A  recent  French  writer,  in  reviewing  these 
evei^ts  of  1831,  describes  the  situation  thus:  "La 
paix  de  rEurope  se  tenait  par  un  fil"t 

The  matter  v^as  settled  thus  : — The  Due  de 
Nemours  was  chosen  by  the  Belgian  representatives, 
Louis  Philippe  refused  his  consent,  and  on  this  re- 
fusal, Prince  Leopold  was  elected  by  a  large  majority 
on  the  19th  of  Jnly,  1831.|  He  entered  Brussels, 
and  was  crowned  King  of  the  Belgians.     On  this 

*  Greece  had  been  recognized  by  the  Porte  as  an  indepen* 
dent  State  at  the  Treaty  of  Adrianople,  1829. 
t  "  Revue  des  Denx  Mondes,"  ler  Mai,  1876. 
X  152  votes  for,  and  44  against,  bis  election. 
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the  King  of  Holland  declared  the  aimistice  at  an  end, 
and  marching  into  Belgium,  completely  defeated  the 
Belgian  army.  The  new  kingdom  would  have  been 
overrun  by  the  Dutch,  had  not  an  army  of  50,000 
French  troops,  which  was  awaiting  orders  on  the 
frontier,  marched  into  Belgium.  In  the  year  1832, 
the  French,  under  Marshal  Gerard,  after  24  days  of 
open  trenches,  took  Antwerp.  England  blockaded 
the  coast  of  Holland,  and  subsequently  laid  an  em- 
bargo on  all  Dutch  ships.  The  counsels  of  the  English 
Statesmen  ultimately  prevailed;  the  Belgian  fort- 
resses were  dismantled;  King  Leopold  married  a 
daughter  of  the  King  of  the  French ;  Holland  recog- 
nized the  independence  of  Belgium,  and  the  neu- 
trality and  preservation  of  the  new  kingdom  was 
guaranteed  both  by  England  and  France.  But  it 
was  not  till  the  close  of  the  Session  in  1839,  that 
the  Queen  was  able  to  announce  to  Parliament  the 
final  settlement  of  the  question. 

In  Spain,  civil  war  and  a  disputed  succession 
seemed  inevitable  on  the  King's  death.  Ferdi- 
nand VII  had  married,  in  December,  1829,  his 
fourth  wife,  Maria  Christina,  the  eldest  daughter 
of  his  sister,  the  Infenta  Isabel^  Queen  of  Naples. 

On  the  Queen  finding  herself  pregnant,  Ferdi- 
nand VII  published,  for  the  first  time,  on  the  19th 
of  March,  1830,  what  he  termed  the  "  Pragmatica 
Sancion  "  of  his  father,  Charles  IV,  which  was  said 
to  have  been  decreed  in  a  Cortes  assembled  after 
his  coronation,  in  1789.     This   Pragmatic   Sanction 
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abolished  the  Salique  Law,  which  had  been  iDtro- 
duced  into  Spain  by  the  Bourbons  in  1713,  and 
restored  the  laws  which  had  existed  for  700  years 
previous  to  that  date,  in  virtue  of  which  females 
were  included  in  the  succession  to  the  throne.* 

Ferdinand's  decree  further  declared  that  the  pro- 
mulgation of  this  "  Pragmatica  Sancion  "  had  been, 
from  the  state  of  Europe  at  the  time  of  its  issue  by 
Charles  IV,  necessarily  delayed. 

The  Cortes,  assembled  in  Cadiz  in  1812,  had 
established  as  a  fundamental  part  of  the  Constitu- 
tion (Articles  174,  175,  176,  177,  178),  that  the 
females  of  the  elder  branch  should  succeed  before  the 
males  of  any  junior  one. 

The  Queen  gave  birth  to  a  daughter,  Maria  Isabel, 
m  October,  1830.  The  country  was  in  a  state  of 
great  discontent.  An  ill-planned  attempt,  by  Gene- 
rals Mina  and  Valdez,  to  raise  a  revolution  in 
that  year,  had  completely  failed ;  and  a  still  more 
foolish  conspiracy  at  Cadiz  in  1831  was  also  put 
down.  The  Spanish  Government  had  threatened  to 
interfere  in  Portugal,  but  had  been  informed  that, 
if  a  single  Spanish  soldier  crossed  the  frontier, 
England  would  no  longer  remain  neutral ;  and  the 
dispatch  of  the  Guards  to  Lisbon,  when  Mr.  Can- 
ning was  Prime  Minister,  was  too  recent  not  to  give 
fuU  significance  to  the  intimation. 

A  fuller  retrospect  of  the  principal  events  in 
Portugal  and  the  Brazils,  will  be  necessary  to  ex- 

a  • 

*  See  Appendix. 
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plain  the  nature  of  the  struggle  which  Bear- Admiral 
Parker  had  to  watch. 

Dom  John  of  Braganza,  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal 
and  her  dependencies,  left  Lisbon  in  1807,  to  take 
up  his  residence  in  Brazil,  the  principal  colony  of 
Portugal  He  went  under  the  escort  of  the  English 
Fleet,  commanded  by  Sir  Sydney  Smith,  and  at  the 
solicitation  of  the  British  Government.*  By  so  doing 
he  escaped  unprisonment  from  the  hands  of  the 
French,  when  Marshal  Jimot  seized  Lisbon,  after 
Napoleon's  declaration  in  the  "  Moniteur  "  that  the 
House  of  Braganza  had  ceased  to  reign. 

After  the  Court  of  Portugal  had  become  esta- 
blished at  Rio  Janeiro,  it  was  not  probable  that 
Brazil,  with  an  area  of  above  two  and  a-half  millions 
of  square  miles,  immense  natural  wealth,  increasing 
commerce,  and  a  population  of  about  five  millions, 
would  long  submit  to  be  treated  as  a  mere  province 
of  Portugal,  particularly  when  the  mother  country, 
with  its  area  of  thirty-five  thousand  square  miles 
and  a  population  of  a  little  over  three  millions,  was 
unable  to  defend  itself.  Brazil  was,  therefore,  in 
1815,  raised  to  the  rank  and  dignity  of  a  separate 
kingdom. 

The  Queen  of  Portugal,  Donha  Maria  the  First, 
who  had  been  in  a  state  of  melancholy  derangement 
for  many  years,  died  in  1816 ;  and  her  son,  Dom 
John,  who  had  been  Regent  since  1791,  became  King 
of  Portugal  and  the  Algarves,  Brazil,  &c.,  &c. 

•  Vol.  I,  pa^e  347. 
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After  the  peace  of  1814,  the  Portuguese  became 

very  jealous    of    the    prolonged  residence  of  their 

Sovereign  in    Hrazil,   and  the  British  GoYemment 

firequently  advised  his  return  to  Europe.      A  new 

constitution  had    been    established   in   Portugal   in 

1820,  and  at  the  earnest  solicitations  of  the  Cortes, 

assembled  in  consequence.  King  Dom  John  the  Sixth, 

appointed  his   eldest  son,  Dom  Pedro  d' Alcantara, 

K^ent  of  the  Kingdom  of  Brazil,  and  returned  with 

his  Court  to  Europe. 

The  Cortes  of  Portugal  then  endeavoured  to  re- 
duce the  Kingdom  of  Brazil  once  more  to  the  posi- 
tion of  a  province,  or  colony,  and  to  confine  its  com- 
merce entirely  to  the  mother  country.  The  Regent, 
Dom  Pedro,  having  in  vain  remonstrated  with  the 
Portuguese  Government,  sent  back  to  Europe  the 
Portuguese  garrisons  at  Bio  Janeiro  and  Pemam- 
buoo ;  but  the  city  of  Bahia,*  or  San  Salvador,  the 
former  capital  of  Brazil,  maintained  the  authority  of 
Portugal,  and  its  Governor  expelled  the  Brazilian 
nulitia.  CJivil  war  broke  out.  Dom  Pedro  was  de- 
clared Protector  and  perpetual  Defender  of  Brazil, 
in  May,  1822,  and  crowned  Emperoi:  on  the  12th  of 
October  in  that  year.  His  task  was  a  difficult  one, 
but  he  was  on  the  whole  very  successful,  and  in  1825 
Portugal  formally  acknowledged  the  independence  of 
BraziL  Many  were  the  intrigues  which  took  place 
in  PortugaL      Dom  Miguel  had  been  appointed  Com- 

*  The  capital  wae  transferred  from  Bahia  to  Rio  Janeiro,  in 
1763. 
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mander-in-Chief  of  the  armies  in  Portugal,  and 
taking  advantage  of  his  position,  assisted  the  Queen 
and  Marquess  do  Chaves,  in  a  rebellion  against  the 
King,  ostensibly  for  the  purpose  of  putting  down 
the  Constitution,  but  really  to  dethrone  his  father. 
The  King,  however,  following  the  advice  of  his 
Ministers,  declared  the  Constitution  at  an  end,  and 
Dom  Miguel,  left  without  any  pretext  for  his 
insurrection,  was  abandoned,  taken  prisoner,  and 
banished. 

Dom  John  died  in  1826.  He  declared  by  his 
will  that  the  throne  of  Portugal  should  go  to  him  to 
whom  it  rightly  belonged :  and  at  first  no  one 
doubted  that  this  meant  his  eldest  son,  Dom  Pedro, 
Emperor  of  Brazil.*  His  sister,  the  Infanta  Donha 
Ysabel  Maria,  took  the  oaths  of  allegiance  to  him 
accordingly,  and  was  instantly  recognised  as  Regent 
of  the  Kingdom,  till  his  pleasure  should  be  known. 
Dom  Pedro  astonished  his  Portuguese  subjects  by 
abdicating  in  favour  of  his  daughter,  Donha  Maria, 
then  only  seven  years  of  age,  and  granting  a  very 
liberal  Constitution.  This  Constitution  was  ex- 
pected by  many  of  tlie  Portuguese  to  be  merely 
nominal,  but  the  Regent  Donha  Ysabel  proclaimed 
it  instantly,  and  swore  to  observe  it.  Saldanha, 
grandson  of  the  great  Marquess  do  Pombal,  was 
Governor  of  Oporto,  and  he  also  at  once  proclaimed 
the  Constitution  to  be  the  law  of  the  land.t 

♦  See  "History  of   Civil  War  in   Portugal,"   and   "Annual 

Register."      f  See  Appendix. 
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Dom  Miguel  Bolemiily  took,  at  Yienna^  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  His  brother,  whom  he  recognised 
fully  as  his  la^rful  sovereign  :  and  under  a  Papal  dis- 
pensation, was  betrotlied  to  his  niece,  Donha  Maria. 
He  was  appointed  Hegent  and  Conunander-in -Chief 
of  Portugal,  by  Dom  Pedro,  in  1827  ;  and  in  1828 
he  arrived  at  Liisbon,  took  the  oath  as  Regent,  and 
swore  to  preserve  the  Constitution. 

A  fresh  intrigue  was  set  on  foot  by  the  Marquess 
do  Chaves  ;    and  on  the  29th  of  April,  1828,  nine 
hundred  and.  eighteen  of  the  nobility,  clergy,  and  in- 
fluential inhabitants  in  the  city  of  Oporto,  declared 
"  that  it  had  bcien  suflSciently  manifested  to  be  the 
general  wish  of  the  Portuguese  that  His  Most  Serene 
Highness  Dom  Miguel  should  assume  the  right  which 
belonged  to  him  in  the  succession  to  the  crown  of 
these  kingdoms  of  Portugal  and  the  Algarves." 

The   majority  of  the   Estates   of  the  realm  de- 
clared that  Dom  Pedro,  as  Emperor  of  Brazil,  was 
a  foreign  sovereign  :  that  he  had  no  power  to  dic- 
tate laws  to  Portugal,  and  that  his  decrees  for  a 
constitution  were  null  and  void.     The  clergy  were 
strongly   in   Dom   Miguel's  favour:   and   with   the 
Portuguese    he  was  a  far  more  popular  candidate 
than  his  brother.      Donba   Maria  was   only  seven 
years  old,  and  if  Dom  Pedro  was  Regent,  he  would 
rule  Portugal  till  she  was  of  age. 

It  was  natural,  indeed,  that  the  Portuguese  should 
look  upon  the  Emperor  of  Brazil,  who  had  wrested 
that  empire  from  their  sway,  and  adopted  it  as  his  own 
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country,  as  a  foreigner.  He  had  left  Portugal  when 
only  nine  years  of  age  and  had  been  absent  from  it 
more  than  twenty  years.  The  Portuguese  have 
strong  feelings  of  superstition,  and  his  name  was  of 
bad  omen,  because  of  the  traditions  of  his  namesake,* 
Peter  the  Cruel.  England  wished  Portugal  to  have 
freedom  and  peace,  and  a  constitutional  government ; 
and  having  no  sympathy  for  Dom  Miguel,  who  had 
gained  his  position  by  fraud  and  violence,  determined 
not  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  decision  of  the 
Portuguese  themselves  as  to  whether  the  niece,  or 
her  uncle,  should  be  their  sovereign,  or  whether  both 
should  rule  over  them.  England  might  well  answer 
Dom  Pedro's  and  Dom  Miguel's  ambassadors,  in 
nearly  the  same  words  as  Henry  the  Seventh 
answered  the  ambassadors  of  Charles  the  Eighth  of 
France,  on  the  question  of  his  marriage  with  Anne 
of  Brittany  : — "  And  for  the  marriage  the  King  would 
not  meddle  with  it,  if  your  master  would  marry  by 
the  book  and  not  by  the  sword." 

Though  the  King  of  Spain  had  withdrawn  his 
minister  from  Lisbon  at  the  same  time  as  tlie  other 
powers,  in  a  very  short  time  he  re-established  rek- 
tions  of  amity  with  Dom  Miguel,  and  the  Spanish 
Government  would  have  assisted  the  latter  to  crush 
the  Constitutionalists  had  not  England  plainly  said 
that  she  would  not  permit  it. 

The  Portuguese  refugees  and  the  Brazilian  envoy 
prayed    the    English   Government  to    interfere    in 

*  "  History  of  the  Civil  War  in  Portugal." 
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&vour  of  Dom  I^ed.ro,  larging  the  Treaties  between 
Great  Britain  and    Poirtugal,  but  Lord  Aberdeen,  in 
answer  to  tins  roq^nest,  ^wliile  admitting  to  the  fulleet 
extent   tlie    ololiga^tions     created  by  those  Treaties, 
finisted    bis    despatch,    by    **The  truth  is   that  the 
whole  spirit,  of  tlie  Treaties,  as  well  as  their  history, 
shows  tliat  tlie   principle  of  the  guarantee  given  by 
EBgWid,  is  tlie  protection  of  Portugal  from  foreign 
interference.*'      So  anxious,  indeed,  was  the  English 
GoveTMnenti  to  preserve  a  strict  neutrality  that  in 
I'ia^,  Captain  V^alpole  was  sent  to  Terceira  to  pre- 
vent   by    force     tlie     Queen    of   Portugal's   troops 
landing  there  from  England,  because  they  had  sailed, 
osbensibly,  for  Brazil.     This  seems  to  have  been  the 
only  mistake  made  by  Great  Britain  in   this   diffi- 
cult   question,    for    though    the    Government    had 
majorities  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  the  protest 
in  the  House  of   Lords  and  the    resolution  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  this  subject  remain  on  record, 
and  are  considered  as  embodying  the  true  principles 
of  international  obligations.* 

In  the  "  Annual  Eegister"  for  1831,  is  a  clear 
summary  of  the  principal  events  in  Portugal  which 
preceded  the  mission  of  Admiral  Parker  to  the  Tagus 
in  that  year. 

Since  1828,  just  causes  of  offence  to  England  had 

•  Hansard's  "Parliamentary  Debates,"  vol.  xxx,  p.  24; 
"  Annual  Register,"  1829 ;  and  Phillimore's  "  International 
Law,"  vol.  iii,  edition  1857,  pages  229  to  237 ;  also  "  History  of 
Civil  War  in  Portugal,"  Haydn's  "  Dictionary  of  Dates,"  and 
"  British  Encyclopeedia." 
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been  given  by  the  Grovernment  of  Dom  Miguel,  by 
its  lawless  proceedings  against  British  subjects,  who 
were  placed  by  ancient  Treaties  under  the  protection 
of  the  Judge  Conservator,  whose  privileges  had  been 
violated  for  the  purpose  of  exposing  them  to  the  in- 
sults and  oppressions  of  Dom  Miguel's  police. 
British  subjects  were  detained  in  dungeons.  One  of 
their  manufactories  had  been  entered  by  the  express 
order  of  Dom  Miguel,  and  the  foreman  thrown  into 
prison,  without  form  of  trial ;  British  ships  had 
been  illegally  seized  off  Terceira  ;  the  crew  and  pas- 
sengers of  the  St.  Helena  packet  had  been  taken 
and  maltreated ;  duties  on  the  importation  of 
English  goods  had  been  illegally  exacted  ;  and  at 
last  the  Consul-General  wrote,  *'  Neither  the  per- 
sons nor  property  of  British  subjects  can  be  con- 
sidered secure  in  this  country,  nor  must  we  be  sur- 
prised if  not  a  week  passes  without  a  repetition  of 
similar  insults,  if  the  Portuguese  authorities  under 
Dom  Miguel  continue  to  think  that  His  Majesty's 
Government  would  always  be  satisfied  with  an 
expression  of  regret."  The  English  Government 
therefore  instructed  the  Consul-General  to  demand 
satisfaction  for  ten  grievances  within  ten  days.  The 
first  five  demands  required  the  public  dismissal  of 
the  officers  who  had  perpetrated  the  principal  out- 
rages, and  the  other  five  were  the  cessation  of  the 
illegal  exactions  of  excessive  duties  on  English  goods, 
the  re-appointment  of  the  Judge  Conservator  ac- 
cording to  Treaty,  and  compensation  for  those  who 
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had  Buffered  unjustly.  These  reasonable  demands, 
supported  by  six  ships-of-war  off  the  Tagus,  and  a 
notice  tbat  reprisals  would  be  the  result  of  refusal, 
were  all '  granted  within  the  time  Darned ;  and  the 
conduct  of  England  was  as  considerate  to  the  feeble 
state  of  her  old  ally  (though  ruled  by  a  man  whose 
title  she  had  never  recognized),  as  was  consistent 
with  dignity  and  justice. 

Dom  Miguel's  Government  had  also  committed 
excesses  against  French  subjects,  and  having  refused 
redress  the  French  Government  commenced  reprisals. 
Dom  Miguel  appealed  to  England  for  protection  ac- 
cording to  his  view  of  the  Treaties.  Lord  Palmerston 
was  then  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  and  repUed 
at  once  that  '*  His  Britannic  Majesty's  Government 
were  quite  aware  that  these  Treaties  were  neither 
abrogated  nor  suspended  by  the  cessation  of  diplo- 
matic relations,  nor  by  the  fact  that  the  person  in 
whose  name  the  Government  of  Portugal  is  now 
administered  is  not  recognised  as  the  King  of 
Portugal : "  but,  he  finished  ^vith  this  caution,  *'  If 
those  who  now  govern  Portugal,  despising  a]l  con- 
siderations of  ordinary  prudence,  and  neglecting  and 
rejecting  the  counsels  which  may  be  given  them, 
rush  without  just  groimds  into  a  contest  with  a 
Power  with  which  they  are  utterly  \mable  to  cope, 
upon  those  persons  mu&t  he  the  heavy  responsibility 
of  all  the  calamities  that  may  ensue." 

As  the  Portuguese  Government  still  refused  re- 
dress, a  French  squadron  of  three  sail-of-the-line, — 


■  I 

if 
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two  frigates  and  a  oorvette,-accompanied  by  steam- 
vessels  and  transports  carrying  a  considemble  number 
of  troops, — appeared  off  the  Tagus.  Admiral  Koussin, 
who  commanded  the  squadron,  repeated  the  former 
demands  of  France,  and  made  an  additional  one  for 
a  pecuniary  indemnification  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
the  expedition.  On  these  being  refused,  Admiral 
Boussin  passed  the  fire  of  the  batteries,  and,  anchor- 
ing off  the  city  of  Lisbon,  wrote  to  the  Portuguese 
Government : — 

"  Here  I  am  before  Lisbon,  but  France,  eyer 
generous,  will  treat  on  the  same  terms  as  before 
victory.  In  gathering  its  fruits  I  reserve  tomyself 
the  right  of  adding  thereto  indemnities  for  the 
victims  of  the  war." 

Dom  Miguel  accepted  all  the  French  terms  ;  and 
after  this  had  been  done.  Admiral  Roussin,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  promises  and  assurances  contained  in  his 
letter,  seized  aU  the  Portuguese  ships-of-war  that 
were  seaworthy,  and,  because  the  Portuguese  Gk)vern- 
ment  ^visely  reftised,  in  becoming  language,  to  place 
the  French,  their  former  oppressors,  on  the  same 
footing  as  to  Treaties  with  the  English,  their  libera- 
tors and  constant  protectors,  carried  off  all  these 
ships-of-war  to  Brest. 

After  these  events  the  Portuguese  Government 
again  committed  various  extravagances,  and  it  be- 
came absolutely  necessary  to  send  a  force  to  give 
protection  to  the  British  residents.  Rage  and  vexa- 
tion at  being  humiliated  before  his  subjects  and  de- 
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prived  of  his  Navy,  caused  Dom  Miguel  and  his 
Grovemment  to  inflict  punishments  of  various  kinds 
for  either  real  or  pretended  conspiracies,  and  execu- 
tions for  these  were  very  numerous.  The  seizure 
of  his  ships-of-war  by  France,  was,  however,  a  blow 
given  to  his  power  from  the  effects  of  which  he  was 
never  able  to  recover. 

In  April,  1831,  Dom  Pedro,  who  had  been  mis- 
trusted by  his  Brazilian  subjects,  partly  from  the 
unsuccessful  result  of  the  war  with  Uruguay,  but 
more  on   account  of  his  having  succeeded  to  the 
throne  of  Portugal,  was  forced  to  abdicate  his  Bra- 
zilian Empire  in  favour  of  his  infant  son,  to  whom 
he  appointed  guardians,  and  repaired  to  Europe  in 
person  to  place  his  daughter  on  her  throne  of  Por- 
tugal    He  arrived  in  England  in  July,  1831,  and 
a^rwards  visited  Franca     He  endeavoured  to  raise 
recruits  in  both  countries,  but  principally  from  the 
former. 

He  was  joined  by  the  Portuguese  refugees,  who 
included,  among  other  able  Statesmen  and  Generals 
of  Portugal,  the  Dukes  of  Terceira,  Palmella,  and 
Saldanha ;  YiUa  Flor,  Sa  da  Bandeira,  &c. 

In  our  own  cotmtry  some  of  the  measures  of 
economy  adopted  after  the  Treaty  of  Vienna  to  re- 
cruit the  finances,  were  abandoned  from  the  absolute 
necessity  of  being  prepared  to  meet  any  circum- 
stances which  the  poHtical  ferment  then  showing 
itself  in  Europe  might  call  forth,  and  the  first  step 
in  preparation  was  to  make  the  Navy  efficient. 
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At  this  time  Sir  James  Graham  was  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  and  had  held  that  office 
since  Earl  Grey's  accession  to  power  in  November, 
1830.  He  possessed  administrative  talents  of  a  very 
unusual  kind.  Nevertheless,  on  his  first  accession  to 
office,  when  the  tide  for  reform  in  all  departments 
was  at  its  full  strength,  he  made  many  reductions 
and  alterations,  some  of  which  resulted  ultimately  in 
a  larger  expenditure.* 

He  abolished^  instead  of  attempting  to  reform, 
the  office  of  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  commonly 
called  the  Navy  Board,  and  the  abolition  was 
probably  hurried  by  the  Chief  Commissioner, 
Admiral  Sir  Byam  Martin,  abstaining  from  sup- 
porting him  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  some 
question  of  naval  policy  in  which  the  Navy  Board 
differed  from  the  Admiralty.  The  Navy  Board  had 
become  far  too  cumbrous  a  machinery  for  checking 
Admiralty  expenditure ;  but  the  numerous  debates 
that  have  taken  place  in  Parliament  since  Sir  James 
Graham's  first  administration,  on  the  question  of 
naval  expenditure,  show  that  the  problems  on  this 

•  "Extrada  from  letters  from  Bear'Admiral  Sir  Charles  Napi&r^  to 

Lord  John  Buseell,  M,F.,  1849. 

"  The  Admiralty  haye  taken  upon  themselves  more  duties 
than  they  can  perform. 

'^  Bad  as  the  Naval  Administration  was  before  the  Navy  and 
Yictnalling  Board  were  abolished,  it  is  ten  times  worse  now. 

'^  I  am  qnite  certain  had  the  Navy  Board,  bad  as  it  was,  been 
in  existence,  they  never  would  have  permitted  the  wasteful 
extravagance,  &c." 
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subject  have,  in  tbe  opinion  of  the  country,  not  been 
solved  by  the  abolition  of  that  "  ancient  office ;  ''*  and 
it  may  yet  be  open  to  argument,  whether  "the 
market  rates  of  all  charges  belonging  to  shipping'' 
are  better  known  and  attended  to  now,  than  when 
the  ComptroUer  of  the  Navy,  as  permanent  Commis- 
sioner, had  charge  of  these  duties. 

In  later  years,  when  Sir  James  Graham  returned 
to  administer  the  Admiralty,  and  stood  forth  before 
his  coimtry  bb  one  of  the  greatest — if  not  actually 
the  greatest-administrator  and  statesman  of  his 
day,  he  was  aptly  described  by  an  excellent  judge, 
who  was  with  him  in  the  House  of  Commons,  in  the 
words  of  Milton  : — 

" with  gprave 

Aspect  he  rose,  and  in  his  rising  seemed 

A  pillar  of  state :  deep  on  his  front  engprayen 

Deliberation  sat  and  public  care ; 

Sage  he  stood, 
With  Atlantean  shoulders  fit  to  bear 
The  weight  of  mightiest  monarchies ;  his  look 
Drew  audience  and  attention  still  as  night." 

It  was  impossible  for  Admiral  Parker  to  serve 
under  a  more  able  Minister,  and  Sir  James's  cor- 
respondence wiU  show  the  complete  and  well-merited 
confidence  he  reposed  on  the  judgment  of  the 
Admiral  whom  he  selected  to  fill  the  most  difficult 
position  of  the  day. 

Sir  James's  principal  naval  adviser  was  Nelson's 

*  See  Chamberlain's  "State  of  Great  Britain,"  reign  of 
Queen  Anne. 

VOL.  n.  0 
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famous  Captain,  Admiral  Sir  Thomaa  Hardy.  The 
Board  of  Admiralty  was  an  active  one.  As  already 
stated  above  the  Navy  Board  had  been  recently 
abolished.  Committees  had  been  sitting  for  improv- 
ing the  rigging  warrants,  and  on  various  other  sub- 
jects ;  and  the  "  Excellent  "*  was  about  to  be  esta- 
blished at  Portsmouth  to  ensure  an  uniform  system 
of  gunnery  throughout  the  Navy. 

It  has  been  before  remarked  that  the  Service 
had  fallen  off  in  practice  and  discipline  since  the 
peace,t  and  a  squadron  for  exercise  and  instruction  in 
the  various  evolutions  requisite  for  manoeuvring  a 
fleet  was  luuch  needed.  A  Channel  Evolutionary 
Squadron  was  assembled  in  1831,  with  Admiral  Sir 
Edward  Codrington  as  its  Commander-in-Chief,  and 
Rear-Admiral  Parker  as  second  in  command,  with 
his  flag  in  the  "  Prince  Eegent,"  120,  commanded  by 
Captain  James  Whitley  Deans   Dundas,J  who,   as 


•  H.M.S.  "  Excellent"  was  firat  commiflsioned  for  this  pur- 
pose by  Captain  (afterwards  Admiral  Sir  Thomas)  Hastings  in 
1832. 

t  See  Vol.  I,  page  421. 

%  Captain  Deans  Dnndas  was  the  son  of  James  Deans,  Esq., 
M.D.,  and  assumed  the  name  of  Dnndas  on  his  first  mairiage, 
with  the  daughter  of  Lord  Amesburj.  He  entered  the  Navy, 
1799;  became  Lieutenant,  1805;  Commander,  1806;  Post 
Captain,  1807;  commanded  for  different  periods  as  Acting 
Captain,  "Cambrian,"  "Stately,"  "Venerable,"  and  "Pyra- 
muB,'*  previoas  to  his  appointment  to  the  *'Tagu8."  After 
long  service  at  the  Admiralty,  and  many  years  in  Parliament, 
he  relieved  Sir  W.  Parker  in  the  Mediterranean,  1852,  and  was 
created  a  G.C.B.  for  his  services  daring  the  Russian  War. 
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Admiral  Parker  waB  not  invited  then  to  select  his 
own  Captain,  remained  in  command. 

Captain  Dundas's  last  command,  previous  to  the 
"Prince    Regent,"    v^as   the   **Ta^8/'  38,   on  the 
Mediterranean   station,  which  ship  he  paid  off  in 
January,  1819,  after  a  commission  of  three  and  a  half 
years.     His  notions  of  disdpliDe  were  strict  even  to 
severity,    and    Admiral    Parker  had   frequently   to 
control  kis  views  on  questions  of  punishment.     The 
internal  discipline  of  the  "  Prince  Regent"  was  good, 
and  her  First  Lieutenant  kept  her  in  a  state  of 
neatness,  which  excited  the  admim-tion  of  all  visitors. 
This  smartness  of  appearance  was,  however,  carried 
to  too  great  an  extent,  for  the  artificers  of  the  ship 
were  hardly  allowed  to  work,  for  fear  of  making  a 
mess  on  the  deck  with  their  shavings,  &c.      These 
restrictions  on  the  necessary  repairs  of  the  ship  and 
lier  boats,  for  the  sake  of  maintaining  a  high  state 
of  internal  polish,  were  regarded  with  amazement  by 
the  Admiral,  who  had  been  accustomed  throughout 
the  war  to  keep  his  own  ship  and  boats  in  order, 
with  as  little  assistance  from  any  of  the  dockyards 
as  possible.     The  Admiral  used  to  say  afterwards, 
that  it  was  good  to  have  one  or  two  such  Com- 
manders, or   First    Lieutenants,  to  show  how  ex- 
tremely neat  and  clean  it  was  possible,  under  certain 
circumstances,  to  keep  a  ship,  but  that  more  than 
that  number  would  be  positively  injurious  to  the 
Service^,  by  inculcating  notions  among  young  officers 
taiding  to   sacrifice  real  efficiency  to  appearances. 

c  2 
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One  of  the  earliest  entries  in  the  AdniiraVs  journal 
mentions  a  tendency  to  erysipelas  in  the  ship,  which 
caused  him  anxiety,  and  ultimately  led  to  her  being 
put  out  of  commission. 

The  Channel  Evolutionary  Squadron  was  not  only 
the  school  for  naval  evolutions,  tactics,  and  various 
exercises,  but  also  the  means  of  trying  the  sailing 
qualities  of  new  ships. 

Ships  had  been  bmlt  by  the  School  of  Naval 
Architecture,  Dr.  Inman  (Professor  at  the  Royal 
Naval  College),  Captain  Hayes,  and  the  Construc- 
tive Department  of  the  Surveyor  of  the  Navy. 
These  were  to  be  tried  not  only  against  each  other 
but  against  some  of  the  beautiful  models  of  foreign 
ships  captured  during  the  war ;  and  they  aU  had 
soon  to  compete  with  the  ships  built  by  Sir  William 
Symonds,  then  just  coming  into  notice  from  the 
success  of  the  "  Pantaloon  "  brig.  This  officer  soon 
forced  on  the  attention  of  the  Admiralty  the  abso- 
lute necessity  of  a  change  of  design,  and  of  increased 
tonnage ;  and,  notably  in  the  "  Pique "  frigate  and 
"  Vanguard  '^  line-of-battle  ship,  burst  through  many 
of  the  fetters  which  had  hitherto  restrained  naval 
architects.  Moreover,  steam  ships-of-war,  the  capa- 
bilities of  which  were  unknown,  were  being  added 
to  the  navy  every  year.  Admiral  Parker  at  once 
discerned  the  importance  of  these  changes. 

Another  important  object  of  the  squadron  was 
to  put  the  new  signal  books  to  a  sufficient  test, 
for  about  two  years  previous  to  its  assembly,  the 
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Lords  of  the  Admiralty  had.  wisely  appointed  a 
Committee  of  Flag  Officers  to  revise  the  signal- 
books  of  the  fleet.  This  committee^  composed  of 
the  most  skilful  and  experienced  Admirals  then 
Kving  (Sir  Thomas  Hardy,  Sir  Edward  Codring- 
ton,  Sir  Benjamin  Hallowell,  and  Sir  John  Gore,  with 
Mr.  Lethbridge,  an  officer  with  much  knowledge  of 
this  subject  and  formerly  Secretary  to  Sir  Home 
Popham,  as  their  secretary),  compiled  a  complete 
signal-book  from  all  those  books  used  by  different 
Commanders-in-Chief  during  the  war,  the  ablest  of 
which  was  that  of  Sir  Home  Popham.  They  con- 
densed the  experience  gained  in  centuries  of  naval 
warfare  and  cruising,  in  a  manner  that  reflected  the 
highest  credit  even  on  the  distinguished  men  of  that 
committee. 

The  Admiralty  were  desirous  that  as  many  officers 
as  possible  should  derive  benefit  from  the  formation 
of  this  squadron,  and  directed  that  any  naval  officers 
on  half-pay,  who  could  make  arrangements  for  their 
own  expenses,  should  be  received  on  board  the 
ships.  Admiral  Parker  invited  several  as  his  guests  : 
Captain  G.  B.  Martin,  Commodore  Bowles,*  Comp- 
troller of  the  Coast  Guard,  Captain  C.  R.  Drink- 

*  The  late  Admiral  Bowles,  G.B.,  subseqneiitlj  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty.  He  commanded  a  Bqoadron  on  parti  cnlar  service 
(Ireland)  in  1843,  and  was  appointed  Commander-in-Chief  at 
Portsmouth,  1859.  He  was  nniversally  liked  and  held  in  great 
Kspect,  bat  (after  some  sharp  correspondence)  was  directed  to 
strike  his  flag,  for  sending  to  the  newspapers  an  acconnt  of 
a  disturbance  which  took  place  on  board  the  *'  Princess  Royal  *' 
at  Portsmouth. 
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water;  besides  Captain  Peter  Richards,*  recently 
promoted  from  the  *'Pelorus"  sloop,  whom  Sir  E. 
Codrington  had  requested  his  second  in  command 
to  receive  on  board  the  "  Prince  Regent/'  as  his  own 
cabin  was  full. 

Captain  Richards,  with  whom  Admiral  Parker 
was  thus  thrown  in  contact,  was  an  officer  of  very 
superior  abilities,  and  his  courage  and  skill  had 
elicited  from  Lord  Exmouth  probably  the  greatest 
compUment  ever  paid  to  a  naval  officer.  During 
the  battle  of  Algiers,  the  "  Queen  Charlotte " 
was  much  annoyed  by  the  galling  fire  of  some 
Tunisian  gunboats.  Lieutenant  Richards,  then  Fu'st 
Lieutenant  of  the  flag-ship,  was  sent  with  a  party  to 
attack  them.  So  admirably  did  he  conduct  this 
service,  that,  on  his  return.  Lord  Exmouth  directed 
the  upper  deck  batteries  to  cease  firing,  though 
the  action  was  at  its  height,  in  order  that  Mr. 
Richards  and  his  party  should  receive  three  cheers  1 
After  his  promotion  for  this  action.  Commander 
Richards  had  to  suffer  from  the  forced  inactivity 
consequent  upon  the  reduction  of  naval  armaments 
at  the  Peace,  till  he  was  appointed  to  the  command 
of  the  "Pelorus,"  in  1827.  Though  not  present  at 
Navarino,  he  was  selected  by  Sir  E.  Codrington  to 
assist  the  Consul  at  Alexandria  in  the  difficult  ques- 
tions arising  with  Egypt  in  consequence  of  the  battle 
of  Navarino  and  the  blockade  of  the  Peloponnesus. 
He  performed  the  delicate  duties   of  senior  naval 

*  See  Yol.  I,  page  454. 
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officer  in  Egypt  with  great  tact;    and  it  was  his 
letter  to  the  Admiral,  describiDg  the  fiightful  mise- 
ries which  tlie  Greek  women  and  children  had  to 
undergo  while  on  their  passage  to  Alexandria,  where 
they  were  to  be  sold  as  slaves,  which  so  deeply  im- 
pressed the  English  GrovemmeDt,  and  gave  rise  to 
the  correspondence  which  caused  Sir  Pulteney  Mal- 
colm's appointment  to  command  in  the  Mediterranean, 
as  narrated  in  the  first  volume. 

The  more  Admiral  Parker  and  Captain  Richards 
were  brought  in  contact,  the  greater  became  the 
respect  and  esteem  they  felt  for  each  other.  They 
had  in  common  an  ardent  love  of  their  profession, 
similar  notions  of  discipline^  joiaed  to  good  sense  and 
kindly  feelings,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
thrown  together  in  the  "  Prince  Regent,"  cemented 
a  friendship  that  only  ceased  with  their  Uvea 

On  July  the  6th,  the  Channel  Squadron  beat  up 
with  the  flood  tide  to  St.  Helens.  It  consisted  of 
the  following  ships : — 

Gobs. 

Flag  of  Yice-Admiral   Sir  Edward 

Codrington,   O.G.B.,   Commander- 

iii*Gbief. 
Captain  Edward  Gtirzon,  G.6. 
Flag  of  Rear- Admiral  Parker,  G.B. 
Captain  J.  Deans  Dnndas. 
Captain  Jolin  Dick. 
Captain  David  Colbj. 
Captain  Samuel  Campbell  Rowley. 
Captain  James  Hillyar,  C.B. 
Captain  Hngh  Pigot. 
Captain  Hyde  Parker. 
Captain  Robert  Mannsell. 


"  Calwloma  " 

-    J20 

"  Prince  B^ent ". 

,,   120 

"  Donegal " 
«  Talavera  " 

.  78 
.     74 

"Wellesley" 

"Berenge" 

"Barham" 

,.     74 

.     76 

..     60 

"Asia" 

..     84 

"  Alfred  " 

..     50 
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Guns. 
''  Onra^oa "        . .         26     Captain  David  Dnnn. 
**  Pearl "  . .  20     Commander  Bronghton. 

"  Charybdis,"  "  Lyra,"  **  Eoyalist,"  "Recruit." 

A  careful  record  of  the  movements  of  every  ship 
m  the  squadron  was  kept  by  the  second  in  com- 
mand, with  diagrams  to  illustrate  the  position  of 
each  at  daylight,  besides  notes  and  remarks  of  the 
principal  events  of  the  day. 

To  sail  in  company  with  a  fleet  requires  practice, 
and  the  first  time  the  Channel  Squadron  weighed 
from  Spithead  for  St.  Helens,  the  "  Wellesley"  and 
"Donegal"  came  into  collision,  the  former  losing 
her  jibboom,  and  the  latter  having  her  mainsail 
**  ripped  up "  from  the  head  to  the  clew.  The 
"Alfred"  grounded  on  the  "Elbow,"  and  himg  on 
that  shoal  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour;  and  on  the 
signal  being  subsequently  made  to  "  form  the  order 
of  sailing  in  two  colunms,"  the  "Asia,"  coming 
before  the  wind  and  between  the  lines,  nearly  ran 
down  the  *'  Prince  Regent,"  the  danger  being  averted 
only  by  throwing  all  sail  aback.  On  the  8th,  several 
of  the  ships  were  forced  to  anchor  off  the  Princessa 
Shoal,  and  the  "  Alban "  steamer  came  out  of  har- 
boiu"  to  tow  the  "  Donegal"  clear  of  the  "  Caledonia." 
On  the  9th,  the  squadron  were  off  the  Isle  of 
Wight ;  on  the  10th,  off  Portland ;  on  the  11th,  the 
"  Talavera  **  and  "  Donegal "  had  to  part  company, 
the  former  to  land  her  Commander,  who  was  very  ill, 
and  the  latter  to  get  a  new  capstan,  as  she  had 
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"sprung"  hers  in  weighing  at  Spithead.  In  the 
evening  of  the  14th,  the  whole  squadron  "furled 
sails  and  drifted."  The  "  Donegal "  rejoined  them 
on  the  21st;  but  the  "Alfred"  was  ordered  to 
Plymouth,  as  her  rudder  was  damaged ;  the  "  Bar- 
ham  "  had  her  tiller  jammed,  and  the  "  Talavera " 
carried  away  her  cross-jackyard.  The  number  and 
variety  of  these  accidents  showed  how  much  a 
squadron  of  evolution  was  required. 

The  **  Pantaloon,"  mentioned  in  the  following 
letter,  joined  the  squadron  before  she  was  purchased 
for  the  Navy,  and  her  sailing  powers  eUcited  universal 
approbation. 

"  To  Bear- Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Hardy,  Admiralty. 

"  *  Prince  Regent,'  off  the  Dodman,  Jnly  22nd,  1831. 
"  Mt  dbab  Sib  Thomas, 

*'  I  think  great  improvement  is  perceptible  in  the  evolntionary 
operations  of  onr  squadron,  and  the  result  of  two  days'  trial  of 
sailing  has  been  altogether  satisfactory  for  the  ^Gnrafoa,'  as 
r^ards  her  power,  with  *Barham,*  *  Alfred,'  and  *Stag,'  but 
the  Dnke  of  Portland's  yacht  brig  *  Pantaloon,'  built  and 
managed  by  Captain  Symonds,  has  beat  them  in  a  way  so 
decisive  as  to  excite  the  astonishment  of  all  who  witnessed  it. 

"  They  started  to-day  in  a  breeze  so  strong  that  the  '  Barbam' 
and  *'  Stag '  alone  attempted  to  carry  the  main  top-gallant  sail 
over  double-reefed  topsails,  with  a  considerable  sea  on,  while  the 
*  Pantaloon '  kept  both  top-gallant  sails  set  with  apparent  ease, 
and  in  three  hours  gained  at  least  four  miles  directly  in  the 
wind's  eye  of  the  weathermost  ship,  but  whether  the  '  Gura9oa' 
or  '  Barham '  I  could  not  distinguish,  as  we  were  far  to  leeward. 

*'  The  *  Chary bdis '  also  contended,  and  performed  quite  as 
well  as  I  expected  in  such  weather,  though  unable  to  cope  with 
the  frigates  and  'Cura^oa.'  The  'Prince  Begent'  decidedly 
weathers  on  *  Caledonia '  in  fresh  breezes  where  sail  is  carried. 
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and  proves  remarkably  handy,  but  not^  I  suspect,  bo  npright 
under  canvas. 

"The  defective  state  of  the  *  Alfred's'  rudder,  as  signalled 
yesterday,  does  not  say  much  in  commendation  of  Chatham 
Yard. 

'^  Bowles  leaves  us  to-day,  and  I  am  sorry  to  lose  so  pleasant 
a  companion,  and  equally  so  to  send  in  poor  George  Martin,  who 
has  been  confined  to  his  cot  some  days  with  a  bad  leg  and 
tendency  to  erysipelas,  that  threatens  to  give  him  trouble.  He 
will  accompany  Bowles  in  one  of  the  revenue  vessels  from 
Plymouth  to  Portsmouth,  and  from  thence  get  to  town  for 
Brodie's  advice  without  delay.  All  unitQ  in  kind  remembrances 
to  you,  with 

''  My  dear  Sir  Thomas, 

"  Yours  very  sincerely,    . 

"  W.  PARKER." 

On  the  22nd  of  July,  Commodore  Bowles  and 
Captain  Martin  left  the  "  Prince  Regent ;"  and  there 
is  an  entry  in  the  Admiral's  journal  of  the  23rd, 
**  learnt  by  telegraph  that  the  French  fleet  had 
entered  the  Tagus  on  the  11th  of  July/' 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  written  by 
the  Rear-Admiral  to  an  old  and  very  distinguished 
Captain,  who  commanded  one  of  the  ships  of  his 
division.  The  Captain  was  unaccustomed  to  the 
evolutions  of  a  fleet ;  had  got  puzzled  at  the  position 
required  by  a  "  line  of  bearing/'  and  had  addressed 
the  Rear- Admiral  by  signal  in  a  manner  neither 
suitable  to  the  occasion,  nor  to  his  own  position. 

Instead  of  answering  the  signal,  which  seems  to 
have  been  made  tmder  a  temporary  vexation,  a 
temperate  but  clear  explanation  of  the  points  at 
issue  was  given  in  a  private  letter,  every  word  of 
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which  shows  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  subject, 
and  great  consideration  for  the  feelings  of  the  Captain 
to  whom  it  was  addressed. 

"To  Captain .     H.M.S 

"  *  Prince  Begent,'  off  the  Lizard,  Saturday,  July  23rd,  1881. 
Extract. 

"  On  reference  to  the  signals,  Kos.  143  and  173,  you  will  find 
that  '  by  the  line  of  bearing,  is  meant  that  the  ships  are  to  bear 
from  esLch  other  on  the  point  of  the  compass  on  which  they 
would  sail  mrhen  close  to  the  wind  if  formed  in  a  line  ahead  on 
the  starboard  or  larboard  tack,'  as  the  case  may  be. 

"  To  preserve  this  disposition,  and  enable  the  Admiral  to  act 
upon  it,  it  is  necessary  to  make  and  shorten  sail  promptly, 
according  to  any  variation  of  wind,  provided  the  danger  of 
crossing  the  columns  is  not  risked,  the  leading  ships  of  both 
lines  always  endeavouring  to  keep  their  proper  position  from  the 
Commander-in-Chief  (from  whom  the  position  of  all  should  be 
m  fact  regulated),  whether  he  is  leading,  or  to  windward  of  the 
weather  line ;  and  ships  of  the  weather  and  Ice  divisions  g^ding 
themselves  by  their  respective  leaders. 

**  Without  a  constant  preservation  of  relative  positions  all 
simultaneous  movements  are  frustrated,  as  was  exemplified  in 
the  trifling  operation  yesterday  forenoon  of  the  lee  closing  the 
weather  division,  which  should  properly  have  been  accomplished 
by  tacking  together ;  but  the  *  Revenge '  and  *  Asia '  had  drifted 
so  fitr  to  leeward  while  the  squadron  was  lying  to,  that  I 
adopted  the  course  of  tacking  in  succession  to  enable  all  to 
recover  their  stations  in  our  wake. 

^*  You  will,  my  dear  friend,  excuse  these  lengthened  observa- 
tions ;  but  I  deem  it  better  to  give  you  my  conception  of  the 
point  in  question  in  writing,  rather  than  dilate  on  it  by  signal, 
and  I  need  not  add  that  I  have  known  you  too  long,  and  too  well, 
not  to  be  satisfied  of  your  zeal  and  anxiety  at  all  times  to  keep 
the precisely  in  her  station." 
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''  To  Admiral  Sir  Edward  Codrington. 
Extract. 

"  *  Prince  Regent/  off  Scilly,  August  3rd,  1831. 

"  I  liave  sent  our  surgeon  to  confer  with  foura 

in  '  Caledonia '  on  the  subject  of  the  tendency  to  complaints  of 
erysipelas,  with  which  the  *  Prince  Regent's '  crew  appear 
affected.  I  fear  the  poor  purser's  steward,  about  whom  we 
telegraphed  this  morning,  will  not  survive  an  attack  of  it." 


*'  To  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Hardy. 

**  *  Prince  Regent,'  off  Dover,  Tuesday,  9th  August. 
Extract. 

"  The  *  Barham '  unquestionably  forereaches  greatly  on  all, 
but  there  still  remains  a  doubt  if  the  ^  Cura9oa '  is  not  the  more 
weatherly.  The  '  Alfred '  does  not  equal  either  of  the  two  last, 
and  the  '  Stag '  is  the  least  good  of  the  single  decked  ships ;  thus 
you  have  the  results  of  my  opinion  of  their  comparative  merits 
so  far. 

'*  I  am  sorry  to  add  that  the  tendency  of  the  '  Prince  Regent's  * 
crew  to  complaints  of  erysipelas,  which  has  prevailed  ever  since 
she  left  Sheemess,  has  rather  increased  than  diminished,  and 
the  number  of  cases  now  on  board  of  this  character  amounts  to 
eleven,  rather  more  than  one-third  of  our  whole  sick  list.  Two 
men  have  died  of  it,  and  it  seems  so  positively  contagious  that 
I  have  submitted  to  Sir  Edward  Codrington  the  propriety  of 
removing  all  the  individuals,  who  are  so  affected,  to  some  hospital 
without  delay." 

Lord  Yarborough,  Commodore  of  the  Yacht 
Squadron,  accompanied  the  Channel  Squadron,  and 
took  a  delight  in  performing  some  of  the  duties  fre- 
quently performed  by  the  tender  to  a  Fleet,  taking 
the  stewards  from  all  the  ships,  and  bringing  out 
fresh  provisions  when  the  ships  did  not  anchor. 

The  ships  were  manoeuvred  daily  by  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, but  it  is  evident  from  the  Admiral's 
journal,  that  they  still  required  much  practice.     On 
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the  30th  of  July,  the  weather  Kne  was  ordered  to 
form  ahead  of  the  lee.  The  wind  was  light ;  the  ships 
were  all  thrown  into  confusion ;  the  Admiral's  in- 
tentions were  misimderstood  ;  and  the  "  Caledonia/' 
'•  Prince  Eegent,"  "  Donegal,"  and  "  Wellesley," 
narrowly  escaped  a  serious  collision.  The  squadron 
anchored  ia  the  Downs,  on  the  9th  of  August. 

While  in  the  Downs  a  serious  question  arose  be- 
tween the  Captain  of  the  **  Prince  Regent,"  and  the 
Commander-in-Chief.  The  steamer  "  Confiance," 
arrived  from  Sheemess  with  men  for  the  squadron, 
and  on  the  lists  were  35  volunteers  for  the  "  Prince 
Regent,'*  but  only  25  were  sent,  owing  to  an  erroneous 
calculation  on  board  the  "  Caledonia,"  from  the  *'  state 
and  condition  "  reports  of  the  ships.  Captain  Dundas 
went  on  board  the  flag  ship ;  high  words  passed 
between  him  and  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  it 
was  with  great  difficulty  that  Admiral  Parker  dis- 
suaded him  from  sending  a  letter  in  which  objection- 
able terms  were  used.  The  matter  was  not  mended 
the  next  day,  when  the  10  men  who  had  been 
detained  by  Captain  Curzon  were  convened  on 
the  quarter-deck  of  the  "  Caledonia,"  in  the  pre- 
sence of  a  lieutenant  of  the  "  Prince  Regent," 
and  nine  of  them  expressed  a  wish  to  volunteer 
for  the  "  Caledonia."  Captain  Dundas  then  wrote 
officially ;  Admiral  Parker  took  his  letter  to  Sir 
E.  Codrington,  and  after  several  days  succeeded 
by  good  tact  and  temper  in  getting  this  misunder- 
standing settled.     This  case  has  been  given  in  detail 
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as  a  Bpecimen  of  the  difficulties  inherent  in  the 
system  of  manning  particular  ships  by  volunteers — 
difficulties  which,  thanks  to  the  continuous  service 
system,  have  now  happily  been  removed  Captain 
Dimdas  was  much  incensed  at  men,  raised  by  his 
means,  and  volunteers  for  his  ship,  being  waylaid  by 
the  flag  ship. 

The  squadron  anchored  at  St.  Helens,  on  the  21st, 
and  the  following  are  extracts  given  from  entries  in 
the  journal : — 

**  On  the  22nd  of  Angast,  Her  Bojal  Highness  the  Duchess 
of  Kent  and  the  Princess  Victoria  visited  the  squadron  in 
the  '  Emerald  Castle '  yacht,  from  their  summer  residence,  at 
Norris  Castle,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight.  The  yards  of  the  squadron 
were  manned,  and  a  royal  salute  fired  as  she  passed  close  to  the 
different  ships,  after  which  I  proceeded  in  my  galley  to  wait  on 
her  on  board  the  '  Emerald/  where  I  met  Admiral  Sir  Thomas 
Foley,  Sir  Edward  Codrington,  &c.,  and  was  presented  by  the 
latter  to  Her  Royal  Highness,  who  received  me  very  graciously, 
and  being  informed  that  I  conveyed  the  late  Duke  of  Kent,  to 
England,  in  the  *  Amazon,'  she  immediately  asked  if  I  thought 
the  Princess  like  her  father.    The  resemblance  was  very  striking. 


"  Tuesday,  28 Inspected  the  *  Stag,*  to 

see  if  she  was  of  a  capacity  to  carry  the  24  pounders  then  mounted 

in  her as  regarded  stability,  the  ship  was 

equal  to  the  metal,  though  the  men  were  rather  crowded  at  their 
quarters 

**  Friday,  September  2 A  general  order 

from  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Foley  was  read  to  the  respective 
ships*  companies  relative  to  the  disgraceful  and  insolent  conduct 
of  some  liberty  men  of  the  '  Cura^oa,'  when  on  shore.  It  was 
admirably  expressed :  and  I  availed  myself  of  this  occasion  to 
address  the  *  Prince  Regent's  '  crew  in  commendation  of  theii 
general  good  conduct." 
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"  To  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Hardy,  G.C.B. 

"  '  Prince  Begent,'  Spiihead,  30th  August,  1831. 
'*  Private  and  confidential. 

'*  Before  Captain  Dandas  went  on  leave,  he  threw  out  some 
hmte  that  his  health,  which  has  for  some  time  been  verj  in* 
different,  might  not  permit  him  to  proceed  immediately  on 
another  cmize,  and  in  the  event  of  his  applying  for  an  Acting- 
Captam  (which  I  trnst  will  not  be  necessary,  and  which  ho  will 
avoid  if  possible),  I  shall  feel  very  much  obliged  if  yon  will 
permit  me  to  make  the  selection  for  the  time  I  remain  on  board* 
I  must  further  request  that  you  will  consider  this  communica- 
tion perfectly  confidential^  as  I  am  merely  laying  an  anchor  to 
windward  in  preparation. 

Captain  Richards,  who  intends  to  wait  on  you  while  in 
town,  will,  perhaps,  deliver  this.  As  he  has  been  with  me 
daring  our  cmize,  and  is  a  very  intelligent  officer,  he  will  be  able 
to  answer  any  enquiry  you  may  be  inclined  to  make  relative  to 
the  late  operations  of  the  squadron.  Captain*  Napier  requested 
me,  yesterday,  to  permit  him,  during  Sir  £.  Codrington's  ab- 
sence, to  get  under  weigh  to  exercise  the  '  Galatea '  between  the 
Isle  of  Wight  and  the  Main,  and  I  believe  he  wishes  to  anchor  off 
Gowes,  and  other  points  within  reach  of  our  signals.  I  have 
conferred  with  Sir  Thomas  Foley  on  the  subject,  who  concurs 
with  me  in  thinking  such  latitude  will  not  be  approved  at  the 
Admiialiy ;  perhaps  you  will  say  to  what  extent,  if  any.  Captain 
Napier  is  to  be  indulged." 

On  September  the  3rd,  the  Rear-Admiral  re- 
ceived orders  to  shift  his  flag  to  the  ''  Barham " 
fipigate,  to  try  her  rate  of  sailing  with  the  "  Win- 
chester," "  Cura9oa/'  and  "  Victor." 

He  was  employed  on  this  service  till  the  7th, 
when  he  returned  to  the  "  Prince  Regent,"  at  Spit- 
head  It  is  curious  to  observe  that  on  the  8th,  being 
Coronation   day,   "  double    allowance  of  grog  was 

*  Afterwards  Admiral  Sir  Charles  Napier,  K.C.B.,  M.P.«  Dom 
Carlos  da  Ponza  and  Conde  de  Cabo  S.  Vioenie,  in  Portuga!. 
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served  by  order,  to  all  the  crew."     Such  orders  have, 
happily,  fallen  into  disuse. 

On  Saturday,  the  10th,  while  in  the  middle  of 
preparations  for  anchoring  the  squadron  in  two  lines 
at  Spithead,  orders  arrived  for  Rear- Admiral  Parker 
to  proceed  immediately  to  Lisbon,  with  the  "  Prince 
Regent/'  and  "Asia,"  to  take  the  command  in  the 
Tagus,  and  the  following  special  and  private  instruc- 
tions from  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  Sir 
James  Graham,  accompanied  these  orders  : — 

'*  Priyate  and  confidential. 

"  Admiralty,  9th  September,  1831. 
"  Sir, 

'*  It  lias  become  necessary  to  increase  onr  force  in  the  Tagns, 
in  consequence  of  violent  outrages  committed  almost  daily  on 
British  subjects  at  Lisbon,  which  render  their  lives  and  propeHy 
insecure. 

"  The  first  object  is  their  immediate  safety ;  and  we  hasten, 
therefore,  to  send  you  for  their  protection,  with  the  *  Prince 
Regent,'  and  ^  Asia,'  under  your  command.  It  remains  to  be 
determined  what  ulterior  measures  it  may  be  requisite  to  take ; 
but  I  can  place  implicit  reliance  on  your  judgment  and  cool 
discretion  in  every  circumstance  of  difi&culty ;  and  I  have,  there* 
fore,  peculiar  pleasure  in  sending  you  to  the  Tagus  at  this 
juncture. 

"  On  your  arrival  you  will  communicate  with  Mr.  Hoppner ; 
and  it  is  desirable  that  it  should  be  understood  that  the  object 
of  your  presence  in  the  Tagus  is  to  ensure  respect  for  the 
persons  and  the  property  of  your  countrymen,  and  not  to  take 
any  part  in  the  internal  affairs  of  Portugal. 

"  Your  public  instructions  are  clear  and  precise,  and  will  serve 
for  your  present  guidance,  but  from  time  to  time  I  shall  write  to 
you  confidentially ;  and,  together  with  your  public  despatches, 
I  will  thank  you  to  write  to  me  private  letters,  imparting  to  me 
.any  secret  information  which  you  may  think  it  desirable  to 
make  known  to  His  Majesty's  ministers. 
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"  Itis  possible  tliat  an  expedition  from  Terceira  may  land  near 
Lisbon,  with  hostile  intentions  against  Dom  Mignel;  in  this 
case  jon  must  cantionsly  abstain  from  interference,  and  confine 
jonr  exertions  to  the  protection  of  the  British. 

"  With  respect  to  the  French,  keep  on  good  terms  with  them  ; 
but  aToid,  as  far  as  yon  can,  too  much  of  the  appearance  of 
making  common  catLse  against  Dom  MigneL  and  in  all  communi- 
cations with  the  French  authorities  be  very  guarded  in  your 
expressions  on  tbis  point. 

"  I  repeat  with  pleasure  the  confidence  which  I  feel  in  your 
tried  zeal  and  prudence ;  and  I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

"  Your  faithful  servant, 

"  J.  R.  G.  GRAHAM." 


**  '  Prince  Regent,'  at  Spithead,  9  a.m.,  10th  Sept.,  1831. 
''Sib, 

*'  I  am  this  moment  honoured,  and  greatly  flattered  by  your 
private  instructions  for  my  guidance  in  the  Tagus. 

*'  They  appear  so  distinct  that  I  trust  I  cannot  misapprehend 
your  wishes  on  any  point,  and  will  only  add  that  neither  my 
z^  nor  best  judgment  shall  be  wanting  to  fulfil  them  to  your 
perfect  satisfaction. 

"  The  *  Prince  Regent '  and  '  Asia '  are  now  unmooring,  and 
I  tmst  that  a  very  few  hours  will  see  us  on  onr  passage. 
"  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
*'  With  great  respect.  Sir, 

"  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

'*  WILLIAM  PARKER. 
"  Rear-Adiniral. 
"  The  Right  Hon.  Sib  Jambs  Graham,  Babt.,  M.P.,  Ac." 


"  To  Vice- Admiral  Sir  Edward  Codrington. 

"  *  Prince  Regent,'  oH  Portland,  Sunday,  11th  Sept.,  1831. 

"  We  were  so  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  dispatched  yester- 
day from  Portsmouth  that  I  could  only  reg:^et  it  was  not  in  my 
power  to  do  more  than  leave  a  parting  message  for  you  by 
Dyer. 

"  I  am  anxious,  however,  to  profit  by  the  first  opportunity 

VOL.  IL  D 
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that  may  ofEer  in  our  way  down  Channel  to  convey  my  farewell 
in  writing,  with  the  assurance  how  much  I  have  felt  gratified  by 
my  late  service  under  your  command,  and  my  conviction  that 
much  general  benefit  mast  result  from  the  evolutionary  exercises 
of  the  squadron  under  your  able  direction ;  but  I  will  not  trans- 
gress by  expressing  commendation,  which  may  in  a  junior  officer 
savour  of  presumptuous  conceit.  Being  satisfied,  you  will 
understand  the  feeling,  and  give  me  credit  for  sincerity  when  I 
repeat  that  I  shall  be  at  all  times  happy  to  find  myself  under 
your  flag." 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th  Admiral  Parker  landed 
for  his  final  orders.  Charts  had  to  be  procured,  and 
the  newly  entered  men  had  to  be  paid  their  advance. 
This  caused  some  delay.  At  11.30  the  sema- 
phore at  the  Admiralty  was  at  work  to  ascertain  if 
he  had  sailed,  and  at  noon  the  reply  was  in  the 
affirmative,  for  he  had  taken  leave  of  his  family,  and 
gone  off  with  his  barge  quite  full  of  hay,  sheep, 
poultry,  &c.  Captain  Richards  and  Commander 
Crozier  accompanied  him  as  his  guests. 

The  ships'  companies  of  the  *'  Asia ''  and  "  Prince 
Regent "  were  exercised  at  firing  at  a  mark  on  the 
13th,  when,  from  want  of  proper  caution  in  stopping 
the  vent  of  one  of  the  guns,  two  men  were  blown  to 
atoms.  This  sad  accident  made  the  ship's  company 
so  nervous  at  their  quarters  that  two  other  guns 
were  fired  by  mistake,  and  their  shot  nearly  destroyed 
a  boat  and  boat's  crew,  who  were  placing  a  target. 

It  has  been  hinted  that  the  extreme  neatness  of 
the  "  Prince  Regent's "  decks  was  not  always  sup- 
ported by  a  correspoDding  degree  of  efficiency  through- 
out, although  her  crew  were  well  disciplined ;  and 
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probably  the  First  Lieutenant  bad  suggested  to  the 

Captain  the  inconvenience  of  all  the  arrangements  of 

the  ship  being  subject  to  the  keen  scrutiny  of  two 

able  officers  on  half-pay,  with  no  other  occupation 

but  that  of   watching  proceedings.     Whether  this 

was  the  case  or  not,  her  Captain,  put  out  with  the 

misfortunes    of    the  day,   gave  an  order  that   the 

Admiral's  guests  should  not  be  allowed  below  the 

upper  deck.     This  gave  such  offence  to  the  Admiral, 

that  he  insisted  on  its  being  cancelled.    The  Admiral's 

journal  describes  the  accident,  and  adds  : — 

'^I  noticed    the  effect  produced  bj  their  mangled  bodies 

striking  the  -water,  and  concluded  that  a  shot  had  split,  some- 

thing  being  evidently  wrong,  though  unaware  of   the   cause. 

Two  other  men  were  also  slightly  injured.     The  remains  of  the 

bodies  were  immediately  thrown  overboard,  and  unfortunately 

floated  for  a  considerable  time,  but  it  was  deemed  better  to  let 

them  go  astern  without  attempting  to  send  a  boat  to  sink  them, 

rather  than  subject  the  boat's  crew  to  such  a  spectacle  close.    In 

firing  ofE  the  few  guns  that  remained  loaded  after  the  accident, 

the  gig,  in  which  was  Mr.  Charles  Tennant,  who  was  sent  to 

place  other  targets  on  the  starboard  side,  had  a  providential 

escape,  having,  probably  under  the  nervous  sensation  which  had 

been  excited,  been  fired  at  by  two  at  least  of  the  guns  in  mistake 

for  the  mark,  the  shot  striking  very  little  short  and  so  close  over 

the  boat  that  if  any  person  had  been  standing  up  in  the  centre, 

his  life  would  have  paid  the  forfeit.     I  dispatched  a  boat  to  the 

*  Asia '  to  tell  Captain  (Hyde)  Parker  what  had  happened,  and 

to  desire  him  to  steer  more  to  port,  to  avoid  if  possible  the  still 

floating  bodies  being  exposed  to  the  view  of  the  *  Asia.'     While 

at  exercise  this  morning  I  took  the  opportunity  of  witnessing  the 

first  trial  of  some  detonating  tubes I  also  visited 

the  magazines ;  and,  returning  to  the  lower  deck  to  inspect  the 
practice,  I  was  much  annoyed  by  a  hasty  order  given  by  Captain 
Dundas  U&at  the  strangers  should  be  sent  ofE  the  lower  deck,  as 

D   2 
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this  was  evidently  directed  at  Captain  Peter  Richards  and  Com- 
mander Crozier,  who  had  in  the  first  instance  followed  me  by 
invitation.  I  felt  myself  called  on  to  direct  peremptorily  that 
the  order,  so  offensive  to  them  as  individuals,  objectionable  as 
regarded  myself,  and  subversive  of  the  object  of  improving 
themselves  by  practice  in  their  profession,  and  under  which  they 
actually  embarked  by  the  wish  of  the  Admiralty,  should  imme- 
diately be  rescinded,  which  led  to  a  long  but  calm  discussion  in 
my  cabin  with  Captain  Dundas,  in  which  my  sentiments  were 
maintained,  but  I  trust  without  any  bad  feeling  on  either  side 
resulting. 

"  It  is  quite  evident  that  his  dislike  of  any  amateurs  being 
on  board  is  unconquerable,  and  he  signified  his  intention  of 
requesting  to  be  superseded  if  the  ship  was  likely  to  be  detained 
long  at  Lisbon.  I  must,  however,  do  him  the  justice  to  say  that 
this  was  not  expressed  with  any  apparent  bad  feeling." 

The  "  Victor "  and  "  Koyalist "  joined  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  13th  to  be  under  Admiral  Parker's 
orders.    They  were  sent  to  Oporto. 

On  Thursday,  September  22nd,  the  "  Prince  Re- 
gent "  and  "  Asia "  anchored  at  Lisbon,  and  found 
the  "Briton"  and  the  French  Commodore  at  the 
anchorage. 


Appendix  to  Chapter  I. 


Pragmatica  Sancion.     Page  4. 

On  the  23rd  of  September,  1789,  the  Cortes  were  assembled 
under  the  Presidency  of  the  OouDt  of  Campomanes,  for  the 
purpose  of  recognizing  the  Prince  of  the  Asturias  (afterwards 
Ferdinand  YII)  as  heir  to  the  Spanish  Crown.  After  this  had 
been  done,  the  members  swore  they  would  not  divulge  the  reso- 
lution they  were  about  to  adopt  without  the  King's  permission. 
The  President  then  signified  that  His  Majesty  would  gladly 
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receive  a  petition  for  the  restoration  of  the  old  Spanish  laws 
of  succession,  and  the  abolition  of  the  Saliqne  Law.     The  peti- 
tion ^&s  made,  and  the  decree  passed.     The  object  of  the  King 
was  probably  to  prevent  the  exclusion  of  his  own  family  from 
the  throne  in  case  of  the  death  of  the  heirs  male.     He  was  in* 
flaenced  also  by  the  great  affection  he  and  his  Queen  had  for 
their  daughter,  the  Infanta  Carlota,  then  married  to  the  Prince 
of  Brazil,  and  the  lurking  hope,  dear  to  the  Spaniards,  that  such 
a  marriage  might  be  the  means  hereafter  of  re-annezing  Por. 
tngal  and  Brazil  to  Spain,  if  the  heirs  male  of  the  former  failed. 
The  French  Ambassador,  suspecting  what  had  happened,  told  the 
Spanish  Court  that  Louis  XVI  would  greatly  regret  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  work  of  Louis  XIY,  and  on  this  Florida  Blanca, 
without  hesitation,  denied  the  transaction  ! 

A  special  Act  of  Cortes  in  1812  (Article  180)  decreed  that,  in 
case  of  the  death  of  Ferdinand  YII,  then  a  prisoner  in  France, 
bis  legitimate  offspring,  whether  male  or  female,  should  succeed 
him  {asi  varones  como  hembras),  and  that  in  case  of  his  dying 
without  legitimate  issue,  the  brothers  and  uncles  of  himself  and 
of  his  father  should  inherit,  and  a  similar  rule  of  succession 
should  be  observed,  giving  preference  to  the  elder  over  the 
junior  branch  (preferenda  de  las  lineas  anteriores  a  los  poste^ 
riores).  The  Constitution  of  1812  was  abolished  in  1814  by  the 
Spaniards,  in  spite  of  the  wise  counsels  of  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington ;  it  was  restored,  with  some  changes,  by  the  Revolution 
of  1820,  and  again  annulled  in  October,  1823.  It  was  natural 
that  the  majority  of  the  Spanish  Patriots  and  all  moderate  poli- 
ticians of  the  Constitutional  party  of  Spain  should  join  in  wish- 
ing for  the  abolition  of  the  Salique  Law,  and  the  restoration  of 
old  laws  and  customs  of  the  Cortes ;  but  Don  Carlos  (Ferdinand's 
brother),  whose  rights  to  the  throne  were  thus  destroyed  if  a 
child  of  either' se^  was  bom,  gave  no  adhesion  to  this  decree. 
His  party  in  Spain  was  powerful  and  numerous,  and  the  time 
chosen  for  the  exhumation  of  the  Pragma tica  Sancion  of  Charles 
rV,  and  for  passing  the  new  decree,  naturally  made  that  party 
consider  the  measure  as  an  unjustifiable  attack  on  Don  Carlos's 
rights,  at  the  instigation  of  the  new  Queen. 
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CHAPTER  II. 
September,  1831,  to  June,  1832. 

Rear-Admlral  Commanding-in-Chief  the  Squad- 
ron ON  THE  Coasts   of   Portugal,  previous 

TO   THE  ARRIVAL  OF   DoM   PeDRO. 

**  They  choose  their  magistrate : 
And  sach  a  one  as  he !  " 

— Coriolantts, 

On   arriving  at  Lisbon,   Admiral  Parker  notes  in 
his  journal  on  the  23rd  of  September  : — 

"  I  hear  from  all  quarters  that  the  country  is  in  a  deplorahle 
state  of  degradation,  and  no  favonrahle  feehng  towards  the 
English,  in  consequence  of  our  country  not  recognizing  Dom 
Miguel,  now  holding  the  reins  of  power.  It  must,  however,  be 
observed  that  since  our  arrival  the  officers  who  have  landed  from 
the  squadron  have  been  treated  respectfully.  The  general  sen- 
timent towards  the  French  is  very  hostile,  in  consequence  of 
their  late  entry  and  seizure  of  the  Portuguese  ships  in  the  river. 
Mr.  Hoppner,  attended  by  his  Yice-Consuls,  Messrs.  Meagher  and 
Phillips,  came  off  early  on  the  24th,  while  vollies  of  musketry  from 
the  shore  announced  that  twenty^one  soldiers  of  the  late  4th 
Portuguese  regiment  had  been  shot  for  revolting  from  and 
attacking  Dom  Miguel's  forces  on  August  2l8t." 

On  Admiral  Parker  first  hoisting  his  flag  in 
the  "  Prince  Regent,"  her  Captain  appointed  a  mid- 
shipman to  his  galley,  with  strict  orders  never  to  let 
any  of  the  crew  quit  the  boat,  however  long  they 
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might  have  to  wait.  The  Admiral  ordered  that  his 
coxswain  should  have  charge  of  his  heat's  crew. 
One  of  the  crew  got  drunk.  The  Captain  wished 
to  replace  the  officer.  **  No  1 "  was  the  reply ;  "  pimish 
that  man,  and  put  in  another."  The  captain  laugh- 
ingly said :  "  You  will  have  to  flog  all  the  men  in 
the  ship,  for  no  one  can  be  trusted  like  that."  The 
result,  however,  proved  the  soundness  of  the  Ad- 
miral's views,  for  no  further  punishments  were  neces- 
sary in  his  boat's  crew. 

The  Admiral,  accompanied  by  the  Consul-General 
and  Captains,  paid  his  first  official  visit  to  the  Vis- 
conde  Santarem,  Minister  of  Foreign  Affidrs  to  Dom 
Miguel,  on  the  25  th  of  September.  After  explaining 
that  the  object  of  his  visit  to  the  Tagus  was  the  pro- 
tection of  the  lives  and  property  of  British  subjects, 
he  reminded  the  Viscount  that  no  redress  had  yet 
been  offered  for  the  outrage  on  the  Lieutenants  of 
the  "  Briton,"  nor  for  the  murder  of  Mr.  Gravely  by 
a  battalion  of  volunteers. 

On  the  day  following  this  interview,  the  Admiral 
received  a  formal  visit  from  Senhor  JoSo  Cordeiro, 
who  was  evidently  sent  off  by  Dom  Miguel,  with 
whom  he  was  a  great  favourite.  Senhor  Cordeiro 
held  the  contract  for  tobacco,  the  most  lucrative 
monopoly  in  the  kingdom. 

The  account  of  this  visit  in  the  journal  states  : — 

"  He  gave  eacli  of  the  side  bojs  a  gold  eight-dollar  piece, 
which,  having  passed  under  my  observation,  I  required  them  to 
restore  to  me  to  be  returned.'* 
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On  the  20th,  those  gold  pieces  were  given  back  to 
Senhor  Cordeiro  when  his  visit  was  returned  by  the 
Admiral  and  Captains.  On  the  29th,  the  town  was 
illuminated  for  St.  Michael's  Day.  On  the  30th, 
erysipelas  re-appeared  in  the  ship,  and  one  man  died 
of  it.  On  the  2nd  of  October  there  is  the  following 
entry  : — 

^'  Mj  friend  Captain  Peter  Richards  took  leave  of  me  this 
morning  and  embarked  in  the  '  Goldfinch '  for  a  passage  to 
England,  with  his  friend  and  former  messmate,  Lieutenant 
Wilkie.  I  much  regret  the  departure  of  this  officer,  whose 
general  information  ability,  and  correct  demeanour  during  the 
weeks  he  has  been  embarked  with  me  have  ensured  him  mj 
esteem  and  regard;  but  as  the  circumstance  of  his  being  on 
board  in  the  character  of  an  amateur  has  throughout  appeared 

obnoxious,  though  without  the  slightest  actual  cause,  to , 

I  must  acknowledge  that  he  has  done  wisely  in  availing  himself 

of  this  opportunity  to  return  home Dined  in  the 

'  Prince  Regent's  '  ward-room  for  the  first  time  since  my  flag  has 
been  hoisted." 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  '  Prince  Regent,'  in  the  Tagus,  Oct.  1,  1831. 
**  The  day  after  I  had  last  the  honour  of  addressing  you 
(the  24th  ultimo)  I  waited  by  appointment  on  the  Viscount 
Santarem,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Hoppner  and  the  Captains  of  the 
squadron,  for  the  purpose  of  announcing  to  him  in  person  the 
positive  object  of  the  arrival  of  the  *  Prince  Regent  *  and  *  Asia ' 
in  the  Tagus,  and  of  our  instructions  not  to  interfere  in  the 
internal  policy  of  the  country,  I  felt  it  also  a  proper  opportu- 
nity to  remind  his  Excellency  that  no  redress  had  yet  been 
offered  to  His  Majesty's  Government  for  the  violence  inflicted  on 
Lieutenants  FitzRoy  and  Pamell,  of  the  *  Briton,'  and  the  still 
more  atrocious  outrage,  on  the  22nd  of  August,  on  Mr.  Gravely, 
an  English  Resident,  the  particulars  of  which  have  all  been  duly 
represented  to  him  by  Mr.  Hoppner. 
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'^  His  Excellency  professed  regret  that  the  perpetrators  of  tbe 
former  act  could  not  be  discovered,  and  stated  that  an  inqniry 
into  the  latter  case  ^was  in  process  of  law.  The  remainder  of 
our  conference  ^raa  confined  to  expressions  of  civility. 

^*  The  following  morning  I  had  a  formal  visit  from  Signer 
Joao  Paolo  Cordeiro,  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  tobacco  contract. 
This  individual  is   considered  as  the   mere  creatare   of    Dom 
Miguel,  denounced  as  his  spy  by  the  opposite  party,  and  gene- 
rally despised  by  them,  for  the  prominent  part  he  has  played  in 
abetting   the   arbitrary   and  violent  meannres  of   the   present 
aathorities,  having,  it  is  believed,  supported  a  large  party  of  the 
Cacheiras*  raffians,  who,  by  the  sanction  of  Government  and 
under  the  pretence  of  preserving  order,  have  latterly  pervaded  the 
streets  at  all  hours  with  large  sticks,  heavily  loaded,  with  which 
they  have  been  in  tbe  uncontrolled  habit  of  cruelly  maltreating 
all  who  have  fallen  under  their  suspicion,  without  even  the  form 
of  an  inquiry  as  to  guilt  or  innocence. 

"  Signer  Cordeiro  does  not  hold  any  official  situation  in  the 
Government,  and  I  am  aware  that  no  responsibiliiy  attaches  to 
his  communications,  but  he  was  evidently  sent  to  me  from  Dom 
Miguel,  with  the  view  of  discovering  what  my  sentiments  might 
be  towards  the  existing  powers  here,  or  if  there  were  any  motives 
for  the  reinforcement  now  in  the  Tagus  beyond  those  already 
assigned  by  Mr.  Hoppner  and  myself.  He  was  alike  profuse  in 
his  praise  of  Dom  Miguel,  and  abuse  of  the  French,  declared  that 
the  strongest  wish  prevailed  on  the  part  of  the  Portuguese  to 
consider  the  English  on  the  ancient  footing  of  brothers,  lamented 
the  unfortunate  interruption  to  this  reciprocal  feeling  which  had 
latterly  occurred,  and  gave  the  best  colouring  he  was  able  to 
the  affair  of  the  Lieutenants  of  the  '  Briton '  by  alleging  that 
they  had  been  mistaken  for  Frenchmen,  and  that  the  violence  to 
Mr.  Ghravely  resulted  from  the  excited  state  of  the  troops  by  whom 
he  was  met  on  the  morning  of  the  22nd  of  August,  a  few  hour3 


•  Cacheira  is  the  Portuguese  for  a  bludgeon,  and  this  name, 
sometimes  spelt  by  the  Admiral  Casetes  or  Cacetas  (possibly 
nicknames  for  it),  refers  to  certain  acting  police,  who,  being 
zealous  partisans  of  Dom  Miguel,  beat  with  bludgeons  all  who 
were  supposed  to  hold  views  opposed  to  him. — See  Appendix. 
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only  after  ihej  had  been  engaged  in  a  sangoinaiy  conflict  with 
the  4th  Regiment,  whose  revolt  they  suppressed.  Cordeiro  added 
that  the  troops  were  irritated  by  Air.  Gravely  not  taking  off  his 
hatfc  to  their  vivas  for  Dom  Miguel. 

"  He  enlarged  on  the  satisfaction  which  the  Portuguese  de- 
rived from  our  avowal  not  to  interfere  with  their  political  con- 
cerns, pledged  himself  that  our  officers  and  countrymen  might 
now  pass  in  confidence  and  safety  wherever  they  pleased,  that 
the  presence  of  any  increased  force  was  unnecessary  for  their 
security ;  but  the  main  and  reiterated  burthen  of  his  mission  was 
clearly  an  anxious  desire  for  the  recognition  of  Dom  Miguel  by 
the  English. 

*'  It  is,  Sir,  I  hope,  needless  to  observe  that  my  answers  and 
remarks  were  cautiously  given,  and  in  the  company  of  another 
officer.  I  assured  him  that  our  ships  came  in  the  feeling  of 
friendship  and  strict  neutrality,  but  that  the  necessity  of  an 
increased  force  for  the  protection  of  our  countrymen  was  ob- 
viously apparent  from  the  outrages  and  insults  they  had  lately 
experienced ;  that  I  trasted  the  strong  injunctions  that  British 
merchants  had  received  would  prevent  any  departure  from  the 
line  of  conduct  recommended  to  them,  but  should  they  under 
this  observance  be  again  irritated  with  injury  or  insult,  it  would 
be  found  that  we  possessed  both  the  power  and  the  detenniiicUio7i 
to  protect  them ;  that  the  late  outrages  remained  unredressed, 
and  the  excuses  offered  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Gravely  were  alto- 
gether fictitious,  as  well  as  the  pretended  difficulty  of  ascertain- 
ing the  principal  offender,  who  was,  in  fact,  the  officer  com- 
manding the  detachment,  and  who  actually  commenced  the 
deadly  assault  by  wounding  with  his  sabre  an  unarmed  English- 
man, then  quietly  proceeding  to  Lisbon  on  his  daily  avocations. 

"With  the  quarrels  of  any  other  foreign  power  I  had 
nothing  to  do,  and  any  recognition  of  Dom  Miguel  would  be 
quite  beyond  my  authority,  and  a  direct  violation  of  the  declara- 
tion of  non-interference  I  had  already  made. 

**  My  visitor,  after  much  shuffling  and  evasion,  appeared  to 
think  me  in  earnest,  and  then  took  upon  himself  to  say  with 
some  solemnity  that  *  redress  would  be  given.* 

**  I  have  related  these  (perhaps  insignificant)  occurrences  at 
more  length  than  I  would  wish,  to  put  you  quite  in  possession 
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of  the  meaas  employed  by  the  existing  authorities  to  commani- 
cate  with  me,  withont  committing  themselves  in  any  way,  and 
to  draw  your  attention  to  the  result,  trifling  as  it  has  yet  been. 

"  From  the  moment  of  Gordeiro's  return  on  shore,  there  has 
been  a  manifest  improvement  in  the  respect  shown  by  the  Por- 
tuguese military  to  the  officers  of  the  squadron,  and  it  is  ascer- 
tained that  orders  have  been  issued  to  this  effect,  as  well  as  to 
withdraw  the  greater  parfc  of  the  odious  Cacheiras  from  Lisbon. 

"  On  the  28th  ultimo  Mr.  Hoppner  received  a  letter  from 
Viscojint  Santarem,  pretending  to  have  secured  one  of  the  men 
who  attacked  the  officers  of  the  *  Briton,*  a  copy  of  which  I 
enclose  merely  to  show  the  contemptible  subterfuges  which  are 
continually  practised. 

*'  It  requires  little  penetration  to  perceive  that  his  Excel- 
lency is  endeavouring  to  get  rid  of  this  question  by  fixing  the 
delinquency  on  some  individual,  actual  or  imaginary,  who  is 
said  to  be  at  the  extremity  of  death. 

"  I  took  the  liberty  of  suggesting  to  Mr.  Hoppner  that 
he  might  inform  his  Excellency  that  the  lieutenants  of  the 
*  Briton '  were  sufficiently  recovered  to  proceed  into  the  country 
to  identify  the  dying  man,  in  order  that  the  farce  which  they 
are  acting  might  not  pass  entirely  without  notice,  presuming  that 
his  Excellency's  next  communication  will  be  to  announce  the 
man's  death.  But  it  becomes  additionally  absurd  when  we 
learn  from  private  sources,  on  which  Mr.  Hoppner  relies,  that 
the  two  men  who  first  attacked  Lieutenants  FitzRoy  and  PameU 
are  now  recovered,  and  actually  secreted  in  Dom  Miguel's 
palace  at  Queluz ! 

*'  The  Consul  at  Oporto  has  sent  a  representation  to  Mr. 
Hoppner  of  an  outrage  committed  near  that  town  on  the  per- 
sons of  Mrs.  Archer  and  her  daughter  (English  ladies)  and  two 
female  Portuguese  cousins,  on  the  evening  of  the  21st  ultimo. 
They  were  all  severely  beaten,  but  by  a  private  letter  from 
Commander  EUice  and  other  sources,  it  is  doubtful  to  me 
whether  this  violence  has  arisen  from  two  of  the  ladies  being 
sisters  of  young  men  who  fled  their  country  from  political  acts 
hostile  to  the  existing  authorities,  or  the  revenge  of  a  discharged 
servant.  Commander  Ellice  inclines  to  the  latter  opinion.  In 
other  respects  Oporto  continues  tranquil. 
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^'  I  have  alluded  in  my  pablic  letters  to  the  sentence  passed 
on  the  Portaguese  sailor  who  attempted  to  assassinate  Captain 
Raffy,  of  the  French  corvette  *  Egl6.'  He  has  been  adjudged  to 
ten  years'  transportation  at  Mozambique,  with  which  Commo- 
dore Ribaudy  expresses  himself  quite  satisfied. 

*^  The  enclosed  memorandum  of  persons  confined  in- the 
prisons  at  and  near  Lisbon  you  may  perhaps  like  to  read.  It 
was  given  to  me  by  a  respectable  individual,  who  has  tolerable 
means  of  procuring  information,  and  wishes,  I  believe,  to  be 
correct. 

"  I  am  told  that  about  forty  more  of  the  late  4th  Regiment, 
which  revolted,  are  to  be  executed.  I  am  gradually  becoming 
acquainted  with  the  English  residents  here,  without  reference 
to  their  political  sentiments.  My  present  impression  of  their 
general  discretion  is  favourable,  and  I  may  speak  more  of  them 
hereafter, 

"  We  have  not  heard  a  syllable  of  the  expected  expedition 
from  Terceira. 

"  I  get  the  '  Lisbon  Gazettes  *  daily,  and  if  their  perusal  will 
afford  you  any  interest,  I  shall  have  great  pleasure  in  forwarding 
them  regularly.  I  purpose  doing  so  at  all  events  whenever  they 
may  contain  matter  of  importance.*' 


Extracts  fro7n  Jowmal. 

**  Monday,  October  3rd. — Mr.  Hoppner  and  Mr.  Duff  called. 
I  found  that  the  former  had,  under  a  mistake,  asserted  to  Vis- 
conde  Santarem  that  Senhor  Cordeiro  told  me  his  visit  on  the 
26th  ultimo  was  officially  from  Dom  Miguel,  an  error  which  I 
requested  Mr.  Hoppner  immediately  to  rectify  by  letter.     ,     .     . 

"  Thursday,  6th At  4  p.m.  dined  with  Commodore 

Ribaudy,  on  board  the  French  frigate,  *  Melpomene.'  .... 
On  Commodore  Ribaudy  proposing  the  health  of  King  William  IV, 
he  very  handsomely  fired  a  Royal  salute  of  twenty-one  guns  We 
returned  on  board  before  8  p.m.,  and  on  leaving  the  *  Melpomene ' 
blue  lights  were  displayed  from  the  fore  and  main-yard-arms  to 
light  me  to  my  boat." 

On   the    7th  Visconde   Santarem   returned   the 
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Admiral's  visit,  accompanied  by  two  persons  of  dis- 
tinction. Passports  were  sent  and  arrangements 
made  for  Lieutenants  FitzRoy  and  Pamell,  aocom- 
panied  by  Mr.  Phillips,  the  Vice-Consul  at  Belem,  to 
proceed  to  Torres  Vedras,  to  identify  some  people 
who  had  been  taken  up  on  suspicion  of  having 
been  the  assailants  of  these  officers  on  the  1st  of 
August.  Mr.  Hoppner  informed  the  Admiral  that 
the  Portuguese  Government  had  pardoned  forty 
soldiers  of  the  late  revolted  4th  Regiment,  who  had 
been  sentenced  to  execution.  On  Tuesday,  11th, 
there  is  this  entry  : — 

"  The  surgeons  of  the  squadron  came  on  board  bj  mj  order 
to  ezamine  the  cases  of  erysipelas  on  board  the  '  Prince  Regent,' 
and  sent  me  a  written  report  in  which  they  recommended  the 
remoYal  of  those  affected  to  some  other  yessel." 

Both  the  Captain  and  the  First  Lieutenant  of  the 
"  Prince  Regent  "  thought  this  recommendation  un- 
necessary, and  tried  to  dissuade  the  Admiral  from 
acting  on  it.  On  the  13th  another  marine  died  of 
erysipelas,  but  by  the  15th  everybody  aflfected  by 
this  disease  was  removed  to  an  empty  steam-vessel, 
which  had  been  hired  for  the  hospital  ship. 

The  two  Lieutenants  returned  from  Torres  Vedras, 
having  been  unable  to  identify  any  of  the  men  in 
prison  as  their  assailants.  On  the  26th  there  is  the 
following  entry  in  the  journal. 

"  This  being  the  anniversary  of  Dom  Miguel's  birth,  the  day 
was  observed  with  much  ceremony,  and  Royal  salntes  of  twenty- 
one  gnns  fired  from  the  batteries  at  daylight,  noon,  and  sunset. 
Between  10  and  2  o'clock  the  whole  of  the  troops  were  reviewed 
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by  Dom  Miguel,  altogether  between  7,000  and  8,000,  including 
the  cavalry,  artillery,  and  2,000  or  3,000  militia  and  Boyal 
volunteers.  Captain  Dundas  and  the  officers  of  the  '  Prince 
Regent '  went  to  see  this  review,  presenting  the  extraordinary 
fact  of  this  first-rate,'  with  the  Admiral  on  board,  being  left 
without  one  commissioned  officer,  and  without  any  intimation  to 
me  of  any  one  going,  except  Mr.  Jellicoe,  the  Senior  Lieutenant. 
On  expressing  my  astonishment  to  Captain  Dundas,  he  passed 

it  over  as  an  accidental  occurrence I  of  course 

directed  that  it  should  not  be  repeated The  whole 

of  the  review  was  distingtly  observable  from  the  ship." 

The  appearance  of  the  Captain  of  the  English 
flag-ship,  with  aU  his  oflEicers,  at  Dom  Miguel's  birth- 
day parade,  caused  a  great  sensation,  the  more  so,  as 
Senhor  Cordeiro,  the  known  friend  of  Dom  Miguel, 
had  become  very  intimate  with  the  Captain ;  and  in 
the  state  of  parties  at  Lisbon,  the  event  was  at  once 
construed  by  each  side,  and  represented  in  England, 
as  a  public  display  of  partizanship,  possibly  never 
contemplated.*  On  the  27th,  the  Consul-General 
addressed  a  long  official  letter  to  the  Admiralty,  com- 
plaining much  of  the  sensation  it  had  caused,  which, 
with  some  difficulty,  the  Admiral  contrived  to  make 
him  shorten  and  soften.  Nevertheless,  Captain 
Dundas  was  greatly  incensed  against  the  Consul- 
General  for  sending  it,  even  in  its  mitigated  form. 

On  the  28th  of  September,  another  man  had  died 
of  erysipelas,  and  the  event  is  thus  recorded  in  the 
journal : — 

**  After  seven  days'  illness  only  (!),  the  first  appearance  of  the 
complaint  having  appeared  on  the  21st,  in  consequence  of  a 

*  See  letter,  page  68. 
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small  bmise  he  received  on  the  forehead  accidentallj  with  a 
rope." 


"  To  CommaBder  Ellice,  Senior  Officer  at  Oporto. 

"  '  Prince  Regent,'  in  the  Tagus,  October  8,  1831. 
iiiXtract. 

'^  At  Lisbon  everything  has  been  remarkablj 

quiet,  and  all  proper  respect,  military  as  well  as  civil,  paid  by 
the  Portngnese  since  our  appearance.  Orders  we  know  have 
been  given  to  this  elEect,  and  the  odions  Gacetas  (or  blndgeon 
men)  have  nearly  disappeared ;  but  this  improvement  in  our 
intercourse  is  perhaps  more  attributable  to  our  imposing  force 
than  to  any  favourable  disposition  towards  us  on  the  part  of 
existing  authorities  ;  though  it  must  be  confessed  there  is  now  a 
very  wide  distinction  between  the  attentions  shown  to  the  officers 
of  our  own  and  those  of  the  French  ships 

^  Michaelmas  Day  was  observed  here  much  the  same  as  at 
Oporto,  the  illuminations  probably  more  general,  bnt  no  mani- 
festation of  any  strong  ebullition  of  feeling.  All  passed  off 
tranquilly 

"  I  recommend  you,  by  all  means,  to  take  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity of  securing  both  brigs  in  the  safest  part  of  the  Douro, 
for  the  freshes  may  now  be  expected,  and  I  am  aware  they  are 
most  formidable.  Your  removal  from  your  present  position  will 
not,  I  conclude,  in  any  way  prejudice  the  interests  and  proper 
treatment  of  our  countrymen;  I  would,  therefore,  have  you 
adopt  every  means  of  precaution  for  the  safety  of  the  *  Victor ' 
and '  B>oyali6t.' 


9  ft 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"*  Prince  Regent,'  in  the  Tagus,  17th  October,  1831. 

Extract. 

"  A  schooner,  belonging  to  an  English  resident,  but  under 
Porfcuguese  colours,  arrived  on  the  6th  instant,  in  eleven  days, 
from  the  Island  of  Flores.  This  vessel  had  been  put  in  requisi- 
tion at  St.  Michaers,  to  convey  a  cargo  of  wheat  and  some 
money  to  pay  the  troops  at  Terceira,  and  contrived  to  escape 
with  part  of  the  wheat  and  a  small  quantity  of  copper  money  of 
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the  coinage  of  Donlia  Maria.  She  brings  the  copy  of  a  procla- 
mation, or  letter  of  marque,  from  the  Regency  for  the  seizure  of 
all  vessels  nnder  the  Portugnese  flag,  which  is  important  a« 

regards  their  i|rade A  letter  from  Madeira  of 

29th  September  states  that  defeosive  operations  are  making  by 
the  Governor,  but  the  general  feeling  there  is  so  strong  in  favour 
of  Donha  Maria,  that  the  island  would  offer  but  little  resistance 

to  the  authority  of  the  Regency 

**  The  existing  authorities  are  at  present  much  elated  by  the 
Pope's  recognition  of  Dom  Miguel,  received  on  the  13th  instant 
by  Senhor  Silveira,  in  seventeen  days,  from  the  Portuguese 
Embassy  at  Rome,  and  I  am  told  the  prevailing  party  ezpresr. 
considerable  triumph  at  having  thus  outwitted  the  Bishop  of 
Viseu/' 

On  November  the  14th,  a  sailor  belonging  to  the 
"  Briton  *'  on  landing  from  the  joUy-boat  pushed 
against  a  Portuguese,  who  threatened  him  with  a 
broken  knife ;  the  sailor  struck  at  him  with  a  boat- 
hook,  while  a  shower  of  stones  was  thrown  down 
upon  the  boat ;  a  policeman  was  watching,  and 
accosted  the  Admiral  with  much  passion  and  dis- 
respect. The  Admiral  proceeded  to  the  police  office 
with  an  interpreter,  stopped  further  mischief,  by  ex- 
plaining the  circumstances,  and  sent  an  officer  to 
Captain  Markland  to  desire  him  to  caution  those 
under  his  command  against  giving  any  annoyance  to 
the  inhabitants,  on  pain  of  none  of  the  men  being 
allowed  to  land. 

**  To  R.  B.  Hoppner,  Esq.,  His  Majesty's  ConsuUGeneral. 

"  *  Prince  Regent,'  15th  November. 
''Mons.  Lesseps  dines  with  me  on  Thursday  next,  and  I 
trust  also  the  French  Captains,  Mr.  Schultz,  &c.     I  therefore 
sincerely  hope  you  will  not  withliold  your  company  to  meet  them, 
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and  I  have  naiued  four  as  the  hour,  knowing  (if  my  cook  will 
faTOizr  me)  that  70a  will  not  object  to  an  early  one. 

^^Haye  yon  mentioned  to  the  Yisconnt  Santarem  my  wish 
of  exercising  the  laanches  with  their  guns,  in  firing  at  a  mark 
to-day;  and  also  ascertained  if  there  is  any  objection  to  Mr. 
Fisher  landing  his  instmments  at  Buenos  Ayres  to  make  some 
astronomical  obserrations  ?  " 


"  To  B.  B.  Hoppner,  Esq. 

"  '  Prince  Regent^'  16th  November,  1831,  10  a.m. 

"  I  am  very  sorry  that  you  do  not  give  me  hopes  of  seeing 
you  on  Thursday. 

"If  Lieutenant  Jerris  has  not  misunderstood  you,  I  find 
that  yon  have  signified  to  Viscount  Santarem  that  it  was  my 
intention  to  land  Mr.  Fisher,  with  his  instruments,  at  Buenos 
Ayres,  for  the  purpose  of  making  astronomical  observations. 
Now  my  vnsh  was,  to  have  paid  the  Gt>vernment  the  compli- 
ment of  asking  permission  for  him  to  do  so,  which  I  confess 
I  conceiTe  to  be  quite  due  to  them ;  and,  if  it  is  not  already  on 
this  footing,  I  shall  be  much  obliged  by  your  offering  this  expla- 
nation to  his  Excellency  without  delay.  I  am  sorry  to  hear  that 
the  C^acetas  are  again  issued,  and  in  consequence  of  this,  and 
perhaps  a  little  state  of  excitement  in  the  minds  of  the  Portu- 
guese, I  shall  not  allow  the  boats  to  fire  to-day,  until  I  hear 
again  from  Viscount  Santarem." 


To  the  same 

"  *  Prince  Regent,'  16th  November,  1831,  2  p.m. 

"  I  most  readily  admit  that  it  is  neither  necessary  or  politic 
to  make  all  our  most  innocent  actions  subservient  to  the  will  of 
the  Portuguese  Govemnient,  but  I  am  equally  desirous  that  all 
due  courtesy  should  be  paid  them  as  regards  myself  and  the 
squadron;  and  I  do  not  think  a  foreign  officer  would  land  at 
Portsmouth  or  Plymouth,  for  the  purpose  proposed  by  Mr.  Fisher, 
without  requesting  permission. 

'*  The  bare  fact,  or  pretended  fact,  of  Commodore  Bibaudy 
having  sounded  round  his  frigate  has  been  made  the  pretext  for 
complaint,  and  it  is  by  no  means  improbable  that  the  ignorance 
of  the  Portuguese  who  might  witness  Mr.  Fisher  in  the  act  of 
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makmg  his  astronomical  observations,  would  magnify  it  into  a 
snryey  of  the  heights,  <Sbc.,  from  which  attacks  might  be  made, 
or  positions  taken,  in  aid  of  Dom  Pedro's  expected  operations ! 

"  You  must  excuse  me,  therefore,  for  retaining  my  opinion  on 
this  subject  unchanged,  and  an  unwillingness  not  to  sanction 
Mr.  Fisher's  landing  with  his  instruments  (and  thereby  subject- 
ing them  perhaps  to  be  injured),  until  I  am  satisfied  it  is  not 
likely  to  create  any  feeling  of  offence  or  suspicion ;  but  there  is 
certainly  no  reason  why  you  should  be  taxed  with  the  trouble  of 
making  these  representations  or  explanations,  which  I  can  have 
no  difficulty  in  doing  direct  to  Viscount  Santarem ;  nor  would 
I  have  imposed  on  you  any  allusion  to  these  trifling  circum- 
stances, if  I  had  not  imagined  that  you  would  see  Yiscount 
Santarem,  and  notice  them  in  the  course  of  conyersation." 

In  consequence  of  the  misunderstanding  with  the 
Flag  Captain  the  Consul-General  refused  to  meet 
him  at  dinner,  though  the  French  Consul-General 
and  Captains  were  to  be  present ;  and  the  Admiral, 
desirous  that  a  formal  disagreement  of  two  officers 
holding  high  appointments  should  not  be  made 
public,  showed  the  whole  correspondence  to  Captain 
Hyde  Parker,  who  at  his  request  acted  as  mediator 
between  them ;  and  the  respect  entertained  for 
that  discreet  officer,  enabled  him  to  mediate  suc- 
cessftdly  between  the  offended  parties. 

"  To  R.  B.  Hoppner,  Esq. 

"  *  Prince  Regent,'  5  p.m.,  November  16, 1831. 
« I  am  much  delighted  at  the  prospect  of  seeing  70U  at 
our  party  on  Thursday,  and,  believe  me,  you  quite  mistake  me 
in  imagining  that  I  attributed  your  disinclination  to  address 
Yiscount  Santarem  to  any  consideration  of  personal  trouble 
or  exertion.  My  only  wish  was,  to  prevent  your  standing  in 
any  way  compromised  with  his  Excellency  in  consequence  of 
your  communication,  and  to  assure  you  that  1  had  not  the 
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slightest  objection  to  address  him  direct  on  any  point  relating 
to  the  sqnadron  here." 

At  dinner^  the  Admiral  returned  the  compliment 
which  the  French  Commodore  had  paid  on  the  birth- 
day of  William  IV,  and  a  Royal  salute  waa  fired 
directly  the  health  of  the  King  of  the  French  was 
proposed. 

"  To  Sir  James  Grahnm. 

"  *  Prince  Regent/  in  the  Tagua,  November  19, 1831. 

*'  As  concnrring  circnmstances  enconrage  a  belief  that  the 
expected  expedition  from  Terceira  maj  ere  long  make  a  descent 
npon  this  coast  in  favonr  of  Dom  Pedro,  of  which,  from  the 
present  state  of  the  contending  parties,  it  is  impossible  to  fore- 
see the  result,  I  am  indnced,  under  an  anxious  desire  of  meeting 
the  views  and  wishes  of  His  Majesty's  Government,  to  request 
you  will  favonr  me  with  some  instractions  on  the  line  of  conduct 
expedient  for  me  to  pnrsae  in  the  probable  event  of  my  being 
applied  to  for  refuge  by  individuals,  on  either  side,  compromised 
even  to  their  lives.     My  attention  has  hitherto  been  confined  to 
the  observance  of  a  strict  neutrality,  which  I  trust  has  produced 
a  beneficial  effect,  and  I  know  it  is  my  duty  to  persevere  in  it, 
unless  a  different  course  is  directed;   but  you  are  aware,  Sir, 
that  in  the  last  insurrection  of  the  4th  Regiment  at  Lisbon, 
several  unfortunate  creatures  found  safety  only  on  board  the 
British  and  French  ships,  and  although  it  is  not  properly  in 
character  with  the  profession  of  our  non-interference  to  afford 
an  asylum  in  this  way,  you  will  weU  understand  how  difficult  it 
may  become  to  resist  an  appeal  to  every  feeling  of  compassion 
urged  by  despairing  persons,  whose  only  alleged  crime  may  be 
a  luckless  devotion  to  a  political  party. 

"  I  persuade  myself  I  cannot  do  very  wrong  in  yielding,  in 
an  extreme  case,  to  the  dictates  of  humanity,  by  which,  undel? 
the  control  of  the  best  judgment  I  am  master  of,  I  shall  be 
governed,  untQ  I  am  honoured  vnth  your  sentiments  on  the 
subject." 

E  2 
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The  "Lisbon  Gazette,"  of  the  16th,  contained  a 
decree  of  Dom  Miguel  for  a  forced  loan  from  all  the 
inhabitants. 

As  in  spite  of  the  Admirars  suggestions,  no 
permission  had  been  obtained  for  Mr.  Fisher  to  make 
observations,  his  instruments  were  seized,  and  a 
formal  complaint  made  by  the  Portuguese  Govern- 
ment. On  the  19th  of  November,  Dom  Miguel's 
Government  imposed  a  quarantine  on  all  arrivals 
from  England.  Soon  afterwards  a  duty  was  imposed 
on  the  fresh  beef  supplied  to  the  ships  ! 

Extracts  from  Journal, 
"  Oh  the  25tli,  Senhor  Frances  de  Torres  Texngo,  interpreter 
and  translator  to  Dom  Miguel,  came  on  board  with  a  civil  mes* 
sage  from  the  latter,  expressing  his  regret  that  any  objection^ 
had  been  made  by  the  Portuguese  Goyemment  at  the  English 
boats  firing  at  a  mark  below  Belem,  and  at  the  Chaplain  of  the 
'Asia'  landing  with  his  instruments  to  make  astronomical 
observations ;  and  promising  that  these  restrictions,  made  with- 
out Dom  Miguel's  knowledge,  should  be  immediately  removed, 
and  also  gave  me  to  understand  that  a  change  of  Ministers  was 
in  contemplation." 

On  December  the  3rd,  an  English  merchant  ask^d 
the  Admiral  confidentially  if  Baron  Quintella  might 
come  to  the  "  Prince  Regent "  for  refuge.  The  Baron 
had  ascertained  that  he  was  a  marked  man  owing 
to  his  having  advertised  his  property  for  sale  to  meet 
the  £5,000  levied  on  him  by  the  forced  loan.'  The 
Admiral  replied  he  was  bound  by  his  instructions  to 
preserve  a  strict  neutrality ;  but  he  ascertained  that 
the  Baron  had  already  been  offered  an  asylum  on 
board  the  French  Commodore's  ship. 
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From  Sir  James  Oraham. 

"Admiralty,  SOtli  November,  1831. 
''  BiAB  Sir, 

*'  I  hare  received  your  private  letters  to  the  10th  inclusive, 
and  aithongk  1  have  abstained  from  answering  them,  since  they 
rather  conveyed  information  than  required  a  reply  from  me,  jet 
I  can  assure  you  that  I  am  very  sensible  of  your  constant 
attention  in  addressing  me ;  and,  in  common  with  my  colleagues, 
I  value  highly  your  judicious  observations,  and  consider  your 
preaenoe  in  the  Tagus  most  fortunate  at  a  moment  when  the 
influence  of  a  British  officer  of  sound  judgment,  and  of  com- 
manding charaoter,  is  most  wanted  to  uphold  important  national 
interesta. 

'*  The  conduct  which  you  have  steadily  pursued,  your  absti- 
nence from  all  political  heats  and  party  feeling,  and  the  consequent 
respect,  which  even  the  Government  of  Dom  Miguel  is  con- 
strained to  evince  towards  you,  are  most  satisfactory  to  His 
Majesty's  servants,  and  exactly  correspond  with  the  instructions, 
which  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  give,  when  you  were  selected  for  the 
command  at  Lisbon,  and  I  can  only  now  add  the  hope  that  you 
will  continue  to  be  guided  by  the  principles  on  which  you  have 
acted  up  to  the  present  moment. 

*^  You  ask  what  it  may  be  expedient  to  do  in  the  case  of 
individuals  seeking  refuge  on  board  the  King's  ships,  whose 
hves  may  be  endangered  on  account  of  the  part  taken  by  them 
in  the  approaching  struggle  which  may  be  apprehended.  You 
will  remember  always  that  your  first  duty  is  the  protection  of 
the  persons  and  property  of  British  subjects ;  but,  as  you  most 
truly  observe,  in  extreme  cases  you  cannot  err,  when  you  yield 
to  the  dictates  of  humanity,  especially  if  without  reference  to 
the  distinctions  of  parfy  you  ofEer  the  means  of  escape  to  the 
victims  of  popular  fury  on  either  side ;  the  safety  of  the  British, 
however,  must  be  your  principal  care,  and  must  on  no  account 
be  compromised. 

*^We  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  precisely,  and  we  are 
not  over-anxious  in  enquiring,  what  are  the  intentions  of  Dom 
Pedro.  Some  expedition  from  the  ports  of  France  under  the 
Portuguese  Flag  of  Donha  Maria  is  probably  meditated;  but 
whether  co-operation  from  Tereeira  has  been  concerted  we  cannot 
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saj.  You,  however,  will  take  no  part  in  any  sucli  conflict ;  the 
sole  object  of  your  presence  is  to  secure  respect  for  the  rights  of 
our  countrymen,  which,  while  they  abstain  from  all  active  share 
in  the  civil  war,  are  entitled  to  attention,  and  must  not  be 
violated  with  impunity. 

'^LordPalmerstonhastaken  the  opinionof  the  King's  Advocate 
with  respect  to  the  habiUty  of  British  merchants  to  contribute 
to  the  forced  loan  demanded  in  the  Ordinance  of  Dom  Miguel. 
Mr.  Hoppner  will  receive  his  Lordship's  instructions  on  this 
point  by  the  packet  which  will  convey  to  you  this  letter ;  and 
as  you  and  Mr.  Hoppner  communicate  confidentially,  and  will 
act  in  concert  on  every  emergency,  I  refer  you  to  Lord  Pabner- 
ston's  despatches  to  the  Consul  for  the  opinion  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  on  this  point. 

"  I  can  hardly  believe  that  the  attempt  will  be  made  to  extort 
money  from  British  subjects  under  the  doubtful  circumstances 
in  which  it  is  resolved  to  force  this  loan ;  but  still  it  must  be 
remembered  that  the  state  of  the  question  under  the  terms  of  the 
Treaty,  combine^  with  the  practice  under  the  ancient  Alvaras, 
is  by  no  means  clear,  and  it  would  not  be  desirable  to  push  this 
matter  in  dispute  to  an  extremity,  if  Dom  Miguel's  Government 
should  venture  to  enforce  the  demand  on  British  merchants. 
At  all  events,  till  further  instructions  are  received  from  home, 
you  must  avoid  an  open  breach  with  the  Portuguese  Government, 
even  though  they  should  seize  under  this  Ordinance  British 
capital  and  property,  using,  while  you  abstain  from  resistance, 
the  strongest  remonstrances. 

"  It  had  been  our  intention  to  send  to  you  the  *  Revenge  *  to 
relieve  the  'Asia,'  but  the  quarantine  imposed  on  ships  from 
England  has  presented  this  arrangement,  especially  since  the 
stores  destined  for  the  use  of  your  squadron  on  board  the 
*  Revenge'  could  not  be  delivered  without  placing  your  ships 
under  quarantine  with  Lisbon.  For  the  present,  therefore,  you 
must  purchase  wine,  bread,  and  fresh  provisions  instead  of  the 
supplies  which  were  destined  for  you;  but  it  is  probable  that 
we  shall  still  send  the  *  Revenge '  to  you  in  the  course  of  a  short 
time. 

*'  I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  erysipelas  still  continues  to  show 
itself  on  board  the  '  Regent.'     I  conclude  that  every  precaution 
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has  been  taken  to  remove  all  possible  cause  for  its  generation  or 
infection,  and  the  immediate  removal  from  the  ship  of  every 
person  afiected  with  this  oomplalQt  to  an  hospital  ship,  hired  if 
necessary  for  the  purpose,  is  most  desirable.  I  hope,  however, 
to  hear  by  yonr  next  despatches  that  your  squadron  is  healthy. 

**  Yon  must  allow  no  artifice  of  the  Portuguese  to  place  you 
in  quarantine,  since  they  might  gladly  avail  themselves  of  this 
pretext  to  order  you  out  of  the  Tagus.  Every  respect,  therefore, 
must  be  paid  to  their  regulations  for  preserving  the  public  health 
in  all  coniTnunications  from  your  squadron  with  the  packets  and 
ships  from  England.  On  the  other  hand,  you  are  entitled  to 
insist  on  every  accommodation  being  afforded  for  the  fumigation 
of  despatches  in  the  presence  of  your  own  officer,  so  that  no  risk 
may  be  incurred  of  the  secrecy  of  the  comm nni  cations  with  yonr 
Gk>veTnment  being  violated. 

"I  shall  be  anxious  constantly  to  hear  from  you,  and  I 
remain,  with  respect.  Sir,  your  faithful  servant,  &c." 

The  sick  men  of  the  "Prince  Eegent"  reco- 
vered and  the  steam-vessel,  hired  for  their  reception, 
was  given  up  on  the  9th  of  December.  Some  wine 
had  to  be  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  ship's 
companies,  and  it  is  somewhat  comical  to  detect 
that  objections  were  raised  on  the  part  of  the  First 
Lieutenant  of  the  "Prince  Regent''  to  her  smart 
boats  being  used  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  it  off ; 
and  the  wine  was  actually  not  sent  for  till  the  order 
was  repeated  next  day.  The  "Briton,"  whose 
departure  had  been  delayed  for  nine  days,  on  ax5- 
cotmt  of  the  heavy  sea  on  the  bar,  sailed  for  Terceira 
on  the  15th.  On  the  19th,  an  express  arrived  to  say 
that  Dom  Pedro  had  left  Paris  on  the  8th,  to  embark 
in  one  of  his  frigates,  and  that  it  was  supposed  he 
intended  to  sail  for  Terceira. 
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On  the  25th  November,  Sir  John  Campbell,  a 
Major-General  in  the  Portuguese  service,  arrived 
at  Lisbon  from  Madrid,  for  the  purpose,  as  it  waa 
supposed,  of  taking  the  command  of  Dom  Miguel's 
cavalry.  He  at  once  fell  into  an  angry  correspond- 
ence with  the  English  Consul-General.  Sir  John, 
on  his  arrival,  wrote  a  letter,  which  was  thought  to 
be  very  offensive.  Mr.  Hoppner  replied,  and  on  the 
receipt  of  Sir  John's  rejoinder,  brought  it  to  the 
Admiral,  who  considered  it  so  hostile  that  he  sent 
for  Captain  Hyde  Parker  of  the  "Asia,"  and  dis- 
cussed with  him  all  the  correspondence,  public  and 
private,  which  Mr.  Hoppner  produced.  Mr.  Hopp- 
ner's  reply  (submitted  to  the  Admiral  for  approval) 
explained  that  he  had  not  used  certain  objectionable 
epithets  which  had  given  rise  to  the  correspondence, 
and  quoted  Lord  Palmerston's  letter  forbidding  him 
to  enter  into  discussions  on  the  subject.  Admiral 
Parker's  advice  was  not  thrown  away,  for  in  a  few 
days  all  misunderstanding  was  removed.  The  Admi- 
ral then  kindly  impressed  on  Mr.  Hoppner  the  good 
policy  of  writing  in  milder  terms  generally  in  his  com- 
munications with  the  Portuguese  Government. 

"  To  R.  B.  Hoppner,  Esq.,  Consid- General. 

***  Prince  Regent,'  3rd  December,  1831. 
**  I  was  not  sniprised  at  the  manner'  in  which  Mr.  Tezugo 
was  characterised  by  Viscount  Santarem,  which  Captain  Mark- 
land  communicated  to  me  yesterday.  May  I  ask  if  your  conver- 
sation with  his  Excellency  about  the  individual  was  confined  to 
the  substance  of  his  message  stated  to  have  been  sent  to  me  by 
Dom  Miguel  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Fisher's  astronomical  observa- 
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tions,  and  on  boats  firing  below  Belem,  or  did  7011  aUade  to 
TexTigo*B  assertions  of  a  cbange  of  the  Ministers  being  partially 
in  progress?" 

On  the  6tli  of  December  the  King's  Speech  con- 
tained the  following  paragraph  : — 

"The  conduct   of    the    Portuguese   OoTemment,   and    the 

repeated  injuries  to  which  mj  suhjects  have  been  exposed,  have 

prevented  a  renewal    of   my    diplomatic  relations  with    that 

kingdom.     The  state  of  a  countiy  so  long  united  with  this  bj 

the  ties  of  the  most  intimate  alliance,  must  necessarily  be  to  me 

an  object  of  the  deepest  interest.     The  return  to  Europe  of  the 

elder  branch   of    the  illustrious  house  of   Bragansa,  and  the 

dangers  of  a  disputed  succession,  will  require  my  most  vigilant 

attention  to  events,  by  which  not  only  the  safety  of  Portugal, 

but  the  general  interests  of  Europe  may  be  affected." 

Among  many  mistakes  made  by  Dom  Miguel  one 
ooncemed  the  "  Marlborough "  packet.  Her  Com- 
mander complained,  that  of  three  passengers  who 
arrived  from  England  on  the  25  th,  one,  who  was 
a  Portuguese,  was  admitted  to  free  pratique,  while 
the  other  two,  one  of  whom  was  English,  were 
placed  in  strict  quarantine.  The  Admiral's  repre- 
sentation, through  the  Consul-General,  rectified  this. 

On  the  last  day  of  the  year  the  '* Magnet" 
packet  arrived  at  Belem,  bringing  letters  from  Sir 
James  Graham  and  Sir  Thomas  Hardy  to  Admiral 
Parker,  announcing  that  the  **  Asia"  was  destined  to 
be  his  future  flag  ship,  that  the  "  Prince  Regent  *' 
was  ordered  home  to  be  paid  off,  and  that  Captain 
Peter  Bicbards  was  actually  on  board  the  "  Eevenge," 
then  on  her  way  out,  to  take  command  of  the  '*  Asia  " 
as  Flag  Captain.     A  few  hours  after,  the  "  Revenge" 
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came  in  sights  and  the  Journal  for  1831  closes  with 
this  entry :- 

"  At  eight  P.M.  I  received  my  despatches,  and  the  gratifica- 
tion of  all  my  staff  was  great  at  the  arrangements  made  for  our 
removal,  and  the  arrival  of  Captain  Richards." 


From  Sir  Jcumes  Chraham. 

^*  Private  and  Confidential. 

Extract. 

"  Admiralty,  19th  December,  1831. 

'^  It  has  been  deemed  advisable  by  His  Majesty's  Ministers  to 
recall  the  '  Prince  Regent,'  and  on  her  arrival  at  Splthead  she 
will  be  paid  off  into  ordinary.  One  reason  is  the  infection  of 
erysipelas  which  prevails  on  board ;  a  second  is  the  wish  to 
reduce  the  naval  force  in  the  estimates  of  the  ensuing  year,  and 
four  three-deckers  in  commission  is  a  larger  number  than  the 
present  state  of  our  relations  with  Europe  seems  to  require; 
but  the  third  reason,  which  I  state  in  confidence,  is  our  resolution 
to  remove  Captain  Dundas  qmetly  from  Lisbon,  where  we  have 
cause  to  believe  he  has  held  the  language  and  adopted  the  con- 
duct of  a  partisan,  quite  contrary  to  our  declared  desire,  and  to 
the  policy  of  the  Government.* 

''Your  prudent  course,  which  is  regulated  by  a  close 
adherence  to  strict  neutrality,  is  fully  entitled  to  our  highest 
approbation,  and  is  duly  appreciated  by  the  Cabinet.  Your 
presence  in  the  Tagus  at  this  moment  is  of  national  import- 
ance, and  we  are  anxious  that  you  should  remain.  You  wOl, 
therefore,  shift  your  flag  into  the  '  Asia,'  and  we  have  sent  as 
your  Flag  Captain  the  officer  whom  we  know  you  would  prefer. 
The  '  Revenge '  will  remain  under  your  orders,  and  I  hope  on 
the  whole  this  arrangement  will  be  consistent  with  your  future 
comfort,  and  coincide  with  your  wishes. 

"  I  shall  be  anxious  to  hear  from  you  by  every  opportunity, 
since  your  letters  give  the  fairest  account  which  I  see  of  all 
that  passes  around  you,  and  you  continue  to  be  frank  and  con- 
fidential in  all  your  statements. 

*  See  page  46. 
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*'  Ayoid  patting  yourself  in  quarantine  bj  commonications 
irith  '  ReTenge.'     I  am  always,  &c." 


"  To  Sir  James  Graiham. 
Extract. 

*^ '  Prince  Regent,'  in  the  Tagns, 

^*  Seven  p.m.,  Slat  December,  1831. 

^'  I  find  it  difficult  to  express  bow  sensibly  I  feel  the  appro- 
bation of  my  conduct  so  condescendingly  couTeyed  in  yonr 
letter  of  the  19tb  instant,  as  well  as  the  flattering  attention  you 
have  BO  kindly  shown  to  my  wishes  by  the  appointment  of 
Captain  Peter  Richards  to  the  'Asia.'  Permit  me  to  assure 
you  that  the  whole  arrangement  embraces  my  utmost  desire, 
and  I  am  confident  the  preference  I  have  expressed  for  Captain 
Richards  will  be  fuUy  borne  out  by  the  advantage  the  public 
service,  as  well  as  myself,  will  derive  from  his  zealous  support 
and  abiliiy. 

"  I  only  regret  that  any  cause  has  existed  for  the  confidential 
observations  you  have  done  me  the  honour  to  make  in  reference 
to  this  change."     .     .     . 

On  the  8th  of  January,  1832,  Admiral  Parker 
tiani^erred  his  flag  to  the  "Asia,"  and  very  shortly 
afterwards  had  the  pleasure  of  being  joined  by 
Captain  Eichards,  and  the  officers  sent  out  from 
England^  who  obtained  pratique  that  day.  Many 
of  the  "  Prince  Regent's  "  crew  volunteered  to  remain 
out,  and  the  places  of  those  who  left  the  "  Asia  " 
with  their  Captain,  were  thus  filled  up.  By  an 
arrangement  between  the  Admiral  and  the  British 
merchants,  the  correspondence  was  made  more 
certain  by  the  substitution  of  fortnightly  steam- 
boats, instead  of  the  weekly  sailing  packets. 

The  Queen  of  Spain  gave  birth  to  a  second 
daughter  on  the  30th  of  January,  1832.     The  Car- 
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list  party  was  delighted,  declarmg  that  it  wafl  evi- 
dently  the  intention  of  Heaven  that  Don  Carlos 
should  come  to  the  throne ;  for  his  followers^  who 
were  called  the  "  Apostolical  party/'  although  they 
had  made  no  public  protest,  determined  not  to  recog- 
nize the  decree  which  set  aside  the  Salique  Law. 

"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  January  28,  1832. 

''After  a  lapse  of  six  months  since  the  outrage  was  com- 
mitted on  Lieutenants  FitzBoy  and  Pamell,  of  the  *  Briton,'  and 
of  as  many  weeks  since  that  ship  left  the  Tagns,  the  Portuguese 
Goyemment  have  published  a  decree,  which,  whether  regarded 
as  a  measure  of  concession  or  a  pretended  act  of  justice  against 
the  offenders,  appears  equally  futile.  Mr.  Hoppner  has  ex- 
pressed similar  sentiments  to  the  Viscount  Santarem ;  and  the 
copy  of  the  decree,  which  I  have  the  honour  to  inclose  in  the 
accompanying  '  Gazette,'  will  best  pat  you  in  possession  of  this 
dilatory  subterfuge. 

"A  Portuguese  brig  of  war  arrived  on  the  22nd,  in  thirteen 
days,  from  Madeira,  having  stopped  in  Lagos  Bay  a  short  time 
to  ascertain  that  the  Tag^s  was  free  from  blockade.  The  fiub- 
stance  of  the  despatches  she  brings  is  conoealed  as  miu)h  as 
possible,  but  it  is  pretty  well  ascertained  that  serious  apprehen- 
sions are  entertained  of  an  insurrection  amongst  the  troops,  and 
the  difficulty  of  maintaining  the  island  without  further  9nd 
immediate  reinforcements.  The  4th  Regiment  of  Ga9adQr^, 
which  were  seilt  from  hence  in  the  end  of  September,  has  mani- 
fested such  insubordination,  that  the  Governor  attempted  to 
disarm  sixty  of  them,  but  the  whole  regiment  resisted,  and  the 
shouts  in  favour  of  Donha  Maria  amongst  the  soldiers  were  not 
infrequent." 


To  the  same. 

'*  *  ABia^'  in  the  Tagns,  4th  February,  1832. 
"You  will  perceive  by  the  application  of  the  British  mer- 
chants at  Oporto  for  an  augmentation  of  protecting  force,  which 
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I  kare  officially  trsnsmiited,  that  they  are  apprehensiye  of  some 
commotion,  in  the  event  of  any  part  of  Dom  Pedro's  expedition 
appearing,  as  they  are  led  to  expect,  in  that  direction.     Should 
thete  he  any  further  gromnd  for  this  helief  before  I  receive  in- 
stmctions  from  the  Admiralty  on  this  sabjeot,  I  shall  of  coarse 
detach  the  ^Childera*   aloop    (which  I  understand  is  coming 
here)  for  their  immediate  security,  directing  the  '  Boyalist '  to 
join  me  in  the  Ts^^ns  ^when  the  excitement  subsides.    But  should 
you.  Sir,  think  it  desirable  to  meet  the  request  of  the  merchants 
by  SMiding  oat  an.  additional  sloop  to  this  coast  when  the  '  Victor ' 
dBparta^  I  YoitTire  to  submit  that  if  the  two  larger  were  sta- 
tioned at  Oporto,  and  the  *  Boyalist'  here,  it  would  probably 
give  more  coafideskce  to  the  residents  at  Oporto,  and  equally 
provide  for  any  seryioe  likely  to  be  required  from  a  small  Tessel 
in  the  Tagos. 

*'  Of  the  three  corvettes  and  store-ships  which 

sailed  from  hence  on  the  3l8t  of  December  with  500  picked 
troops  for  Madeira,  one  corvette,  the  ^  Maria  Isabella,'  has  cer- 
tainly put  into  Malaga  from  stress  of  weather.     The  second  is 
said  to  be  at  Vigo,  the  other  two  remain  to  be  accounted  for. 

**  It  is  understood  that,  from  the  straits  of  the 

Government  for  money,  nearly  one-third  of  the  Militia  force, 
which  had  been  brought  here,  is  to  return  into  the  interior, 
the  grenadier  companies,  formed  into  a  regiment  under  officers 
of  the  hne  remaining  in  it  at  Lisbon,  the  others  distributed  for 
the  defence  of  the  different  fortresses. 

*'  X^.S.'^^Mr.  Hoppner  informs  me,  that  he  has  this  afternoon 
received  a  secret  petition  from  the  unfortunate  Portuguese  pri- 
soners in  the  fortress  of  St.  Julian's,  representing  the  barbarous 
treatment  they  experience,  and  the  threats  held  out  to  them  of 
worse  OB  the  t^pearance  of  Dom  Pedro's  force.  They  implore 
the  protection  of  the  Consul  and  myself.  We  cannot,  of  course^ 
interfere ;  but  I  will  send  a  translated  copy  of  their  statement  by 
next  packet." 

On  the  9tli  of  February,  Dom  Pedro  sailed  from 
Belleisle  for  Terceira,  where  he  assembled  his  forces, 
and  proclaimed  himself  Regent  of  Portugal  on  the 


62  THE  LIFE   OP   SIR  W.    PARKER.  [1832 

9th  of  April     His  followers  are  described  by  a  well- 
informed  contemporary  :— * 

"  The  new  levies  consisted  of  raw  recruits,  of  idle  habits, 
accnstomed  to  anything  but  discipline — men  of  desperate  for- 
tunes, or  suspicious  characters,  likely  to  become  sources  of  em- 
barrassment rather  than  of  assistance,  so  soon  as  plunder  should 
fail,  and  the  slender  resources  of  Dom  Pedro  should  be  exhausted. 
To  these  were  joined  the  military  who  had  been  dismissed  from 
Brazil,  the  refuges  whom  the  proscriptions  of  Miguel  had  spread 
over  Europe,  and  the  regiments  which  had  hitherto  been  suc- 
cessful in  defending  the  cause  of  the  yoxmg  Queen  in  the  Azores. 
The  means  seemed  altogether  inadequate  for  the  conquest  of  a 
kingdom ;  but  the  inyader  flattered  himself  that  his  appearance 
in  Portugal  would  be  the  signal  for  a  general  revolt  against  the 
usurper,  as  well  among  the  military  as  among  the  general  popu- 
lations of  the  countay." 

The  knot  of  Portuguese  Statesmen  and  Generals 
which  espoused  Dom  Pedro's  cause  represented  much 
intelligence,  military  skill,  and  some  of  the  most 
ancient  lineage  of  the  kingdom,  but  they  were  few 
in  number,  and  mostly  poor  in  purse. 

The  Pope  espoused  the  cause  of  MigueL  The 
friars  were  not  only  very  zealous,  but  had  volun- 
teered to  fight  in  his  favour.  Possession  of  the 
kingdom,  since  his  accession  to  the  Regency,  made 
nine  points  in  the  usurper's  law ;  and  it  seems  clear 
that,  had  all  Miguel's  officers  been  like  General 
PovoaSjt  who  put  down  the  first  insurrection  at 
Oporto  and  re-captured   the    city,  while  he  made 

•  "Annual  Register,"  1832. 

t  See  Account  of  the  Civil  Wars  in  Portugal  and  the  Siege  of 
Oporto,  by  a  British  Officer  of  Hussars  (Colonel  Owen,  of  Oporto) 
1836. 
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his  troops  pay  for  what  they  took^  Dom  Miguel's 
throne  would  have  heen  established.  But  the  be- 
sotted conduct  of  his  Ministers  and  himself  filled 
not  only  Oporto  but  all  Portugal  with  disgust  and 
alarm. 

''  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  'Asia,'  in  the  Tagns,  11th  February,  1832. 
**  I  believe  the  Portugaese  Gk)venmient  are  now  apprised  of 
the  departure  of  Dom  Pedro,  from  Paris,  for  the  purpose  of 
embarking  at  Nantes,  for  Terceira,  bat  nothing  new  has,  to  my 
knowledge,  resulted  from  it,  except  the  public  notice  (which  I 
have  officially  transmitted  to  the  Admiralty),  ordering  all  Portn- 
gnese  merchant  vessels  to  move  above  the  commercial  square, 
out  of  the  line  of  the  batteries,  and  inviting  all  foreign  merchant 
vessels  to  do  the  same,  as  no  indemnification  for  damages  in- 
curred by  neglecting  it  will  be  allowed  by  the  Government. 
The  notification  is  couched  in  a  civil  tone,  and  although  not 
formally  addressed  to  myself,  or  to  any  of  the  foreign  Consuls, 
I  have  sent  an  officer  to  apprize  each  vessel  under  British  and 
Hanoverian  colours,  of  its  existence ;  but  it  is  most  improbable 
that  the  hostile  expedition  will  attempt  to  pass  transports  with 
troops  by  the  batteries  of  the  Tagus,  and  I  rather  suspect  that 
some  contemplated  display  of  exercise  with  shot  on  the  22nd 
instant,  the  anniversary  of  Dom  Miguel's  airival  at  Lisbon,  is 
the  originating  cause  of  the  order.     Various  letters  received 
during  the  last  week,  at  Lisbon,  bearing  the  stamp  of  being 
genuine,  from  persons  holding  responsible  situations  under  Dom 
Pedro,  and  written  for  the  purpose  of  dissemination,  announce 
his  fixed  intention  to  establish  a  Government  founded  on  the 
principles  of  the  Constitutional  Charter,  which  he  gave  and  will 
maintain. 

'*  The  knowledge  of  this  determination  appears  to  cause  regret 
in  many,  who  are  not  only  favourers  of  Dom  Pedro,  but  of  a 
Constitational  Gt)vemment  generally,  from  their  conviction  that 
the  declaration  may  tend  more  than,  anything  to  defeat  his 
present  object,  and  that  the  selfish  working  of  the  opposed 
parties  must  ere  long  again  baffle  the  attempt  in  a  country  not 
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yet  anfficiently  familiar  with  political  economy  to  nnderstand  the 
benefit  of  a  free  constitution,  thongh  the  sufferings  of  the  people 
may  induce  a  majority  to  encourage  change  of  the  monarchsy 
by  -which  they  hope  to  experience  a  milder  administration  of  the 
laws.  I  do  not  presume,  Sir,  to  offer  this  as  any  comment  of  my 
own,  but  as  the  apparently  prevailing  sentiments  of  those  in 
Portugal  who  are  anxious  for  the  adj  ustment  of  the  dynasty. 

"  The  Treasury,  I  am  informed,  has  not  received  a  single 
conto  more  of  the  forced  loan  since  I  last  addressed  you,  and 
the  Government  is  so  embarrassed  for  money,  that  they  have 
obtained  a  loan  from  the  Bank  of  £8,000.  Two  of  the  Portn- 
guese  store  ships  and  a  corvette  which  took  troops  to  Madeira, 
returned  yesterday,  bringing  back,  as  prisoners,  47  non-com. 
noissioned  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  4th  Ga9adore8."    .      .      .     . 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  '  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  18th  February,  1832. 

"  The  Portuguese  Government  seem  at  length  determined  to 
enforce  the  payment  of  the  loan  decreed  in  November  last. 

*'  The  edict  for  this  purpose,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a 
translated  copy,  was  issued  on  the  15th  instant,  and  several 
persons  have  in  consequence  already  paid  the  arrears  of  their 
quotas  into  the  Treasury,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  the  Baron 
Quintella,  and  others  of  a  high  class,  have  yet  complied. 

<<  An  unpleasant  affair  occurred  last  night,  at  Lisbon. 
Mr.  EUerton  and  Mr.  McAndrew,  two  very  respectable  young 
English  merchants,  who  were  walking  together,  were  charged  by  a 
person,  whom  they  imagine  to  be  a  police  spy,  with  having  uttered 
very  abusive  language  against  Dom  Miguel,  and  that,  on  remon- 
strating with  them  for  so  doing,  Mr.  Ellerton  fired  a  pistol  at 
him.  The  informer  does  not  understand  the  English  language 
in  which  they  were  conversing,  nor  has  the  pretended  pistol  been 
produced,  the  whole  being,  as  the  two  gentlemen  declare,  a  most 
scandalous  fabrication.  Mr.  Ellerton  is,  however,  in  arrest  in 
his  own  house  until  the  Judge  Conservator  can  investigate  the 
charge." 
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"  To  Sip  James  Gr&ham. 

"  '  Asia,'  in  the  Tagas,  25th  February,  1832. 
**  During  the  last  week  the  Portagnese  have  been  making 
great  exertions  to  dispatch  reinforcements  to  Madeira.  Two 
regiments,  the  7tli  Ca^adores,  and  the  8th  Infantry  (making 
about  1,200  strong),  have  been  paid  all  arrears,  and  will  proceed 
m  a  day  or  two,  in  nine  -vessels  of  war  and  transports,  the 
crews  of  which  are  also  to  receive  their  wages  before  their 
departure.  The  Gbyemment  appear  to  be  acting  on  the  de- 
termination (which  I  alluded  to  in  a  former  letter)  of  defending 
the  island  by  every  possible  means,  and  the  anxiety  to  reinforce 
it  at  present  is  increased  by  the  hope  of  anticipating  any  in- 
tended attack  by  the  forces  of  Dom  Pedro,  and  to  subdue  the 
insurrectionary  spirit  manifested  by  the  troops  already  in  the 
island  against  the  existing  authorities ;  a  fact  that  is  corroborated 
hj  an  English  schooner  just  arrived  from  St.  Michael's,  which 
also  reports  that  the  '  Briton '  sailed  from  the  latter  island  on 
the  16th  instant,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  British  resi- 
dents at  Madeira. 

"  The  prudence  of  detaching  so  many  troops  at  this  crisis  from 
Lisbon,  is  justified  under  the  conviction  that  if  the  troops  here 
are  steady  to  Dom  Miguel,  they  are  more  than  sufficient  to  repel 
any  invasion  by  Dom  Pedro,  and  should  they  prove  defective, 
the  question  becomes  immaterial. 

^  The  Commodore,  five  Captains,  and  several  subordinate 
naval  officers,  who  held  commands  and  appointments  when  the 
French  squadron  entered  the  Tagus  in  August,  have  been 
arrested  within  the  last  two  or  three  days,  and  are  to  be  tried 
for  their  conduct  on  that  occasion. 

'*  The  forced  loan  remains  incomplete,  notwithstanding  the 
threats  against  the  defaulters,  amongst  whom  the  Baron  Quin- 
tella  stands  prominent,  and  it  is  daily  expected  will  be  deprived 
of  his  honours  as  the  preliminary  act  of  Dom  Miguel's  dis- 
pleasure. 

*'  Mr.  Ellerton,  of  whose  arrest  under  false  charges  I  apprised 
jou  in  my  last  letter,  has  been  fully  acquitted  by  the  Judge  Con- 
servator; and  Viscount  Santarem  assures  Mr.  Hoppner  and 
myself,  that  orders  are  issued  for  securing  and  bringing  to  trial 
the  villain   who   preferred   them   so   atrociously;   but  justice, 

VOL.  II.  F 
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always  tardj  in  this  country,  will  probably  in  the  present  instance 
be  eluded  as  usual. 

"  Lieutenant  Williams  of  the  *  Royalist,'  informs  me  that 
two  English  seamen  belonging  to  a  merchant  vessel  have  been 
stabbed  at  Oporto ;  there  is  reason,  however,  to  believe  that  it 
resulted  from  an  accidental  quarrel,  in  which  they  were  not 
without  blame ;  the  facts  are  undergoing  investigation,  and  the 
men  are  recovering. 

'*  Mr.  Williams  hears  it  confidentially  stated  that  the  Constitu- 
tionalists muster  nearly  3,000  strong  in  that  neighbourhood,  and 
are  ready  to  co-operate  when  Dom  Pedro  lands ;  but  everything 
is  still  quiet  there. 

'*  We  learn  from  a  variety  of  quarters  that  the  Spaniards  have 
already  marched  10,000  troops  to  the  frontiers  of  Portugal,  which 
are  to  be  increased  to  25,000.  I  cannot  yet  trace  this  to  any 
authentic  source.  I  believe  a  trifling  supply  of  money  has  been 
received  from  Spain,  but  the  Government  is  unquestionably 
greafcly  distressed  for  money  in  every  department. 

**  P.S.  The  anniversary  of  Dom  Miguel's  arrival,  on  the  22nd 
instant,  passed  very  quietly,  and  without  any  demonstration  of 
rejoicing  beyond  the  customary  salutes  and  illuminations.*' 


From  Sir  James  Oralw/m, 

'*  Private  and  Confidential. 

"  Admiralty,  27th  February,  1832. 

''  I  have  great  pleasure  in  assuring  you  that  His  Majesty's 
Government  continue  to  be  satisfied  with  the  prudence  of  your 
conduct  in  the  Tagus,  and  with  the  policy  which  dictates  your 
measures. 

'*  Your  confidential  letters  to  me  are  very  useful,  and  convey 
the  best  information  of  the  real  state  of  affairs  at  Lisbon.  I 
have  no  directions  which  it  is  necessary  to  give,  except  to  re- 
commend a  steady  adherence  to  the  line  of  strict  neutrality 
which  you  have  pursued  in  so  praiseworthy  a  manner.  Yon 
will  extend  the  utmost  protection  to  all  British  subjects  who 
carefully  abstain  from  violating  the  laws  and  the  regulations  of 
the  constituted  authorities,  and  you  decided  rightly  in  setting 
the  example  and  moving  your  ships  out  of  the  line  of  fire  from 
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the  batteries.  You  can  afford  no  assistance  to  the  unhappy 
sufferers,  native  Portngnese,  who  are  forced  to  submit  to  such 
crael  treatment  in  the  fortresses  and  prisons. 

"  What  friendly  intimation  you  can  effect  ought  not  to  be 
neglected ;  but  though  these  means  I  fear  are  hopeless,  you 
would  not  be  justified,  with  no  British  interests  at  stake,  in 
pushing  interference  further. 

*'  I  conclude  you  have  an  accurate  chart  of  the  entrance  of 
the  Tagns,  and  of  the  river  from  St.  Julian  to  your  anchorage. 
Could  you  send  me  a  tracing  of  it,  with  all  the  batteries  and 
defences  marked,  distinguishing  new  works  from  old,  and 
d^cribing  their  present  condition  ? 

*'  It  is  possible  that  we  may  send  a  ship  of  the  line  or  two  to 
reinforce  you  if  Spain  manifests  a  fixed  intention  of  supporting 
Miguel  by  force  of  arms.  We  hav^  declared  our  resolution  to 
neutrality  so  long  as  our  allies  adhere  to  the  same  policy ;  any 
departure  of  it  from  one  power  might  involve  the  necessity  of  a 
change  of  conduct  on  our  part. 

''It  is  understood  that  Captain  Sartorius*  commands  the 
fleet  of  Dom  Pedro.  He  has  left  England  without  leave  of 
absence,  and  under  circumstances  which  have  compelled  us  to 
remove  his  name  from  the  list  of  Captains.  I  mention  this  fact 
to  you  lest  he  should  appear  suddenly  in  the  Tagus,  in  which 
case  you  will  consider  him  and  treat  him,  not  as  a  British  officer, 
but  as  an  officer  commanding  the  naval  force  of  a  foreign  power. 
Should  the  Tagus  be  blockaded,  you  must  hasten  to  give  us  in- 
formation, and  you  must  await  our  orders  in  the  meantime 
respecting  the  blockade;  but  I  shall  probably  anticipate  the 
event  by  provisional  instructions  from  this  Board  since  the 
expedition,  we  believe,  is  gone  to  Terceira  in  the  first  instance ; 
and  an  attack  on  Madeira  is  intended  before  the  descent  is  made 
on  the  coast  of  Portugal. 

"I  write  this  to  you  in  the  strictest  confidence,  and  I  re- 
main, Ac." 

Captain   Sartorius,  who  accepted  the  command 
of  Dom   Pedro's  fleet  while  it  was  in  process   of 

*  The  present  Admiral  of  the  Fleet,  Sir  George  Sartorius, 
G.C.B. 

P  2 
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formation^  had  entered  the  Navy  in  1801,  and  after 
seeing  active  service  in  the  junior  ranks  became  a 
Post  Captain  in  1814  ;  and  commanded  the  "Slaney," 
20,  from  December,  1814,  to  August,  1815.  He  was 
an  enthusiast  in  the  cause  of  Portuguese  liberty, 
single  minded,  intelligent,  kind  hearted,  brave,  and 
active.  Although  he  had  the  rank  of  Vice- Admiral 
in  Portugal  given  him  by  Dom  Pedro,  his  declared 
object  was  to  return  to  England  directly  Portugal 
was  free,  and  he  stipulated  for  no  reward  except  the 
value  of  his  commission  in  case  his  name  was  removed 
from  the  "  Navy  List ; "  but  he  embarked  in  the 
cause  without  being  prepared  for  the  jealousies  and 
intrigues  which  pervaded  the  motley  group  of  Dom 
Pedro's  needy  followers,  and  the  want  of  principle 
and  character  unavoidable  among  mercenaries  picked 
up  in  such  various, ways ;  and  English  sailors  could 
not  be  persuaded  to  join  his  squadron  without  re- 
ceiving his  personal  guarantee  for  their  pay. 

'*  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagns,  3rd  March,  1832. 

"  The  embarkation  of  the  Portugnese  troops  to  reinforce 
Madeira,  which  I  noticed  in  my  last  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo, 
was  not  effected  until  yesterday  afternoon  when  a  part  pnt  to 
sea;  and  the  remainder  proceeded  this  morning,  comprising 
altogether  about  1,000  men,  distributed  in  a  corvette,  brig  of 
war,  four  store  ships,  and  five  transport  schooners.  The  soldiers 
did  not,  however,  quit  the  shore  without  showing  a  very  equivocal 
expression  of  their  attachment  to  Dom  Miguel,  though  selected 
as  two  of  the  regiments  on  whom  the  greatest  reliance  is 
placed. 

"  The  certainty  of  Dom  Pedro's  departure  for  Terceira,  and 
the  dissemination  of  his  manifesto  and  proclamations,  has  un- 
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(^oegtionably    diSnsed    ardent    hopes    amongst    the    Constitu- 
tionaLists. 

^  The  manifesto,  notwithstanding  the  precautionary  measures 
to  suppress  it,  has  been  posted  on  the  doors  of  churches,  and  in 
a  irariety  of  places  in  Lisbon,  close  even  to  the  g^tes  of  the 
Arsenal ;  and  great  confidence  has  been  imparted  by  the  circula- 
tion of  tbe  leading  article  in  the  '  Courier '  newspaper  of  the 
22nd  July,  from  which  the  Liberal  Party,  as  well  as  others, 
bring  themselves  to  the  conclusion  that  the  English  and  French 
Governments  have  interposed  to  deter  Spain  from  interfering  in 
the  expected  straggle. 

**  The  forced  loan  is  not  half  completed ;  but  no  strong  act 
has  yet  been  adopted  against  the  defaulters,  and  amidst  this  state 
of  excited  feeling,  the  pnhlic  tranquillity,  with  the  exception  of 
occasional  political  arrests,  continues  undisturbed.  Dom  Miguel 
has  heen  for  some  days  on  a  shooting  excursion  up  the  riyer. 

''  The  yillala  who  made  the  false  charge  against  Mr.  EUerton, 
as  I  anticipated,  has  not  been  secured;  and  notwithstanding 
professions  to  the  contrary,  he  has  more  probably  receiyed  inti- 
mation to  escape. 

*'  The  announcement  .of  the  cholera  having  spread  to  London 
has  caused  additional  quarantine  restrictions,  which  prohibit  all 
vessels  from  thence,  or  the  vicinity,  entering  any  of  the  ports  of 
Portugal ;  nor  are  passengers  from  London  by  any  of  the  packets 
permitted  to  land  without  a  special  order  from  the  Board  of 
Health.  The  quarantine  imposed  on  packets  has  been  extended 
from  14  to  23  days,  but  this  is  immaterial  as  they  never  re- 
mained long  enough  in  the  Tagus  for  pratique  under  the  shorter 
period.  This  evil  will,  however,  be  severely  felt  by  the  trade,  on 
which  it  amounts  almost  to  an  exclusion." 


''  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

*'  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  10th  March,  1832. 
**  We  have  accounts  from  St.  Michael's  to  the  26th  ultimo  by 
an  English  vessel,  which  reports  the  amval  of  Dom  Pedro  there 
on  the  22nd  February  in  a  frigate,  accompanied  by  one  transport, 
having  previously  visited  Terceira ;  and  it  is  added  that  an 
expedition  would  be  immediately  despatched  to  get  possession  of 
Madeira.     But  if   a  frigate  or  some  other  of  Donha  Maria's 
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armed  vessels  have  not  been  stationed  to  intercept  the  reinforce- 
ments from  hence,  the  troops  which  left  the  Tagus  on  the  2nd, 
8rd,  and  5th  instant  will  probably  get  first  to  the  island,  thongh 
they  certainly  went  much  against  their  inclination,  and,  it  is 
believed,  are  not  disposed  to  offer  much  resistance  to  Dom  Pedro's 
forces. 

'*  An  aviso  has  jnst  been  issued  citing  several  defaulters  of 
the  forced  loan  to  appear  before  the  Board  of  Trade,  where  a 
declaration  was  read  to  them  that  if  their  quotas  were  not 
immediately  paid  they  would  be  taxed  double  the  sum,  and  their 
property  confiscated  to  that  extent.  The  Viscount  de  Porto 
Govo,  the  Barons  Quintella  and  Sobral,  expect  to  be  summoned 
in  a  similar  manner  before  the  Minister  of  Finance  ;  but  whether 
from  a  sense  of  their  own  weakness,  or  other  cause,  the  forbear- 
ance hitherto  shown  by  the  Government  towards  these  individuals 
has  excited  much  surprise  and  discussion. 

"  Everything  continues  quiet  at  Lisbon  and  Oporto."  " 


'*  To  -Captain  Mackay,  R.N.,  H.M.S.  *  Revenge.* 

"  '  Asia,'  Friday,  16th  March,  1832. 
Extract. 

"  The  peculiar  circumstances  under  which  the  squadron  is 
stationed  in  the  Tagus  renders  it  advisable  that  the  ships  of  the 
line  should  not  be  left  at  any  time,  except  in  the  case  of  actual 
duty,  with  fewer  than  four  commissioned  officers  on  board,  the 
master  being  considered  as  one ;  and  1  could  wish  that  the  names 
of  those  officers  who  may  occasionally  desire  to  be  on  shore  after 
gunfire  be  previously  submitted  to  me.  1  am  not  disposed  to 
offer  objections  to  any  reasonable  indulgence  of  this  kind,  but  at 
.such  a  crisis  I  cannot  countenance  any  relaxation  of  my  general 
memorandum  of  the  22nd  of  September  on  this  point,  except  as 
regards  your  own  movements,  which  I  know  are  governed  by 
sound  discretion." 


**  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

'' '  Asia^'.in  the  Tagus,  17th  March,  1832. 
'*  I  -was  honoured  on  the  12th  instant  by  the  receipt  of  your 
private  and  confidential  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  and  have 
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again  to  offer  my  thanks  for  the  gratifying  expression  of  your 
approbation  of  my  proceedings  here.  1  shall  strictly  attend  to 
all  yonr  instmctions. 

**  The  accompanying  plans  of  the  Tagos  will,  I  believe,  g^ve 
a  correct  delineation  of  the  position  and  strength  of  the  sea 
batteries.  I  thought  two  copies  might  be  acceptable  to  yon^  and 
they  have  been  traced  by  Messrs.  Chegwyn  and  Arnold,  master's 
assistants  of  this  ship. 

"  Captain  Richards  has  deyoted  two  days  to  a  close  observa- 
tion of  eveiy  fortification  from  a  boat,  and  I  have  pleasure  in 
transmitting  his  very  clear  report,  confirming  in  most  points  one 
which  was  made  to  me  some  weeks  ago  by  Mr.  James  Henderson, 
the  late  master  of  the  '  Prince  Regent,'  who,  I  am  happy  to  find, 
is  appointed  to  rejoin  me  in  the  '  Asia ; '  his  able  services  may  be 
found  of  great  use  to  us  here. 

"Several  of  the  batteries  are  complete  with  guns,  and  the 
Portugnese  Government  are  looking  with  anxiety  for  the  anival 
of  the  English  schooner  *•  Caroline,'  William  Burners,  master, 
from  London,  by  which  some  very  heavy  cannon  and  warlike 
stores  are  expected.  They  are  offered  by  Joao  Paolo  Cordeiro, 
who  I  have  before  noticed  as  a  creature  of  Dom  Miguel's,  and 
the  principal  of  the  tobacco  contractors;  and  orders  are  issued 
to  the  quarantine  ofi&co  to  give  every  facility  for  landing  those 
stores,  after  which  the  vessel  is  to  proceed  to  sea. 

*'  It  is  suspected  that  Cordeiro  has  been  very  active  in  form- 
ing a  gang  of  Cascetas  from  the  lower  class  of  people  in  Lisbon, 
and  that  he  has  already  200  enlisted,  which  are  to  be  increased 
to  500,  ostensibly  for  the  Royal  Service,  but  probably  with  a  view 
to  the  protection  of  the  tobacco  stores.  They  have  not,  however, 
as  yet  appeared  in  public.  Everything  remains  quiet  here  and  at 
Oporto,  and  onr  intercourse  with  the  Portugnese  is  always 
friendly.  On  one  or  two  occasions  that  fires  have  broken  out 
we  have  promptly  tendered  assistance,  which  appears  to  have 
pleased  them,  although  our  aid  was  not  required. 

''  Reports  have  been  in  circulation  all  the  week  of  the  sur- 
render of  Madeira  to  Dom  Pedro's  forces  on  the  2nd  instant ; 
it  is  credited  apparently  by  the  Government,  and  supposed  to 
have  been  brought  a  week  ago  by  a  vessel  which  arrived  at  Faro, 
in  Algarve,  but  I  cannot  trace  this  to  any  authentic  source.    The 
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Constitutionalists,  however,  daily  manifest  increased  confidence, 
while  the  proceedings  of  the  Grovemment,  with  regard  to  the 
payment  of  the  forced  loan,  betray  weakness  and  apprehension. 

*'  I  was  nnable  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  decree  on  this  subject 
in  time  for  the  last  packet,  but  now  forward  a  translation  of  it, 
and  also  a  paragraph  from  the  '  Lisbon  Gazette.'  Thirteen  of 
the  most  respectable  Portngnese  merchants  ont  of  4fOO  defanltera 
were  selected  to  hear  the  decree  read  after  receiving  a  severe 
reprimand  in  the  name  of  the  Eling ;  but  as  yet  they  have  re- 
mained firm,  and  I  understand  are  determined  to  resist.  Only 
six  contos  (about  £1,200)  have  been  paid  out  of  eighty- two  contos 
assessed.  The  three  noblemen,  to  whom  I  alluded  on  this  subject 
in  my  last,  remain  undisturbed,  excepting  by  threats. 
'  "  Dom  Mignel  returned  to  Queluz  on  the  14th  from  a 
fortnight's  shooting  excursion  at  Lamorra  and  Salvaterra.  He 
passed  in  his  bai^e  again  near  our  squadron  on  his  way  to  the 
landing  place  at  Belem.  A  Spanish  General,  who  arrived  some 
days  previous  from  Madrid  on  some  special  mission,  was  received 
by  him  on  the  following  day. 

**  P.S.  Since  writing  the  foregoing  I  have  received  intimation 
that  Baron  Quintella  has  been  this  morning  deprived  of  his  titles 
and  decorative  orders  by  a  decree  dated  15th  March.  Having 
now  lost  the  protection  of  rank  he  will  also  be  called  before  the 
Board  of  Trade  on  Tuesday  next,  the  20th,  to  be  proceeded 
against  in  the  same  manner  as  the  remainder  of  the  non -con- 
tributors to  the  forced  loan.  The  Viscount  de  Porto  Covo 
(Bandeira)  and  Baron  Sobral  are  spared  for  the  moment,  very 
likely  to  induce  compliance  form  the  example  made  of  their 
companion. 

''Accounts  are  received  that  9,000  Spanish  troops  are  cer- 
tainly assembled  at  Alcantara.  The  bearer  of  a  letter  with  this 
intelligence  to  a  respectable  merchant,  added,  that  rations  had 
been  prepared  for  them  at  Castello  Branco,  in  Portugal;  but 
though  such  a  story  is  unworthy  a  moment's  belief,  it  is  enough 
to  fix  an  impression  amongst  the  Portuguese  that  the  Spaniards 
will,  if  possible,  make  a  movement  to  decide  the  struggle  against 
Dom  Pedro  before  the  intervention  of  England  or  France  is  in 
operation  to  deter  them." 
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To  the  same. 

''  '  Asia,'  in  the  Tagas,  March  24th,  1832. 
''  The   Portuguese    Government  appears  decided  this  week 
in  exacting  payment  of  the  assessment  fines  from  the  defaulters 
towards   the   forced   loan.     On  the  22nd  instant,  an  edict,  of 
which  the  enclosed  paper  is  substantially  a  correct  version,  was 
posted  on  the  Exchange  and  other  public  situations ;  and  some 
cash  has  in  consequence  found  its  way  iato  the  Treasuiy  coffers. 
Two  individuals  paid  the  following  morning,  and  I  understand 
thai  from  80  to  100  contos  will  probably  be  collected  before  the 
26th,  that  being  the  last  day  allowed.     The  Viscount  de  Porto 
Covo  (Bandeira)  and  Baron  Sobral  it  is  expected  will  now  find  it 
advisable  to  conform,  but  this  temporary  and  trifling  supply  can 
avail  but  little  in  the  present  embarrassment  of  the  finances.    The 
troops  are  all  one  month  in  arrear  of  pay;  their  officers  since 
August  last;   the   naval  and   dockyard   establishments,   fifteen 
months  !      Quintella,  who  subsequently  to  the  deprivation  of  his 
hononrs  was  summoned  before  the  Board  of  Trade,  appeared  by 
deputy  on  the  20th,  excusing  himself  on  the  plea  of  indisposi- 
tion.    He  still  withholds  payment,  and  confiscation  of  part  of 
his  property  will  doubtless  ensue.     His  emissaries  are  on  the 
alert,  and  he  is  prepared  to  effect  his  escape  when  his  liberty 
becomes  actually  in  jeopardy ;  but  as  the  whole  of  the  proceed- 
ings relative  to  him  have  caused  great  sensation  in  Lisbon,  it  is 
right,  Sir,  I  should  apprise  you  that  1  have  received  a  secret  ap- 
plication, through  the  medium  of  an  English  merchant  of  high 
respectability,  and  the  confidential  friend  of  Quintella,  that  an 
asylum  in  the  British  Squadron  might  be  afforded  the  latter, 
who  was  desirous  of  remaining  incognito  in  the  Tagus  until  the 
present  crisis  of  the  country  had  passed.     A  similar  request  was 
in  fact  made  to  me  by  the  same  gentleman  about  three  months 
ago ;  but  then,  as  well  as  in  the  present  instance  (dismissing  all 
private  feelings),  I  objected  to  it  as  totally  incompatible  with 
the  observance  of  strict  neutrality  and  non-interference  so  dis- 
tinctly enjoined  when  unconnected  with  any  act  touching  the 
privil^es  of  English  subjects.     The  case  in  point  is  one  purely 
Portuguese,  a  mere  question  of  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  on 
which  we  can  have  no  pretence  to  meddle,  however  unjust  or 
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illegal  the  imposition  may  be  on  the  part  of  the  Gbyemment. 
The  agent  in  this  communication,  moreover,  informed  me  con- 
fidentially that  the  French  frigate,  *  Melpomene,'  y^ss  open  to 
Qnintella,  or  escape  by  a  packet ;  but  he  is  unwilling  to  depart 
with  so  many  landed  estates  at  stake.  His  personal  property  is, 
I  imagine,  pretty  well  secured ;  for  this  latter  object  I  felt  little 
scruple  in  expressing  my  readiness  to  receive  as  a  temporary 
deposit  any  jewels,  &c.,  that  may  be  entrusted  to  my  care  by  an 
English  subject ;  and  signified  that,  under  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  we  should  waive  any  claim  on  it  as  treasure 
liable  to  the  charge  of  freight,  unleBS  it  was  eventually  sent  from 
the  Tagus.  I  trust  in  the  whole  of  this  transaction  I  shall  meet 
your  wishes  ;  in  all  probability  nothing  of  value  will  be  sent  on 
board. 

•  ^*  A  friend  of  mine  at  Lisbon,  a  foreigner  in  whose  judgment  and 
integrity  I  have  great  confidence,  has  related  to  me  the  substance 
of  some  remarks  which  were  made  to  him  four  days  ago  by  the 
Gonde  de  Montealegre,the  Spanish  Minister,  whom  he  accidentally 
met  in  his  walks.  His  Excellency  commenced  by  expressing  great 
satisfaction  on  the  present  posture  of  Spain,  especially  as  to  the 
state  of  her  finances,  which  enabled  them  to  pay  with  great 
punctuality  all  their  civil  and  military  appointments.  He 
affirmed  his  conviction  that  Dom  Pedro  would  never  be  able  to 
make  his  intended  attempt  on  Portugal,  from  the  great  want  of 
money,  and  dissension  among  his  party ;  adverted  to  the  strong 
force  of  Spanish  troops  already  on  the  frontiers,  which  he 
observes  could  be  moved  to  any  given  point  in  four  days ;  and 
confidently  maintained  that  his  former  predictions  of  Dom 
Miguel's  ultimate  supremacy  would  shortly  be  verified.  All  this 
may  be  mere  vapouring ;  but  I  think  it  well  that  yon  should  be 
apprised  of  it,  as  the  avowed  sentiments  of  the  Spanish  repre- 
sentative, and  as  some  index  of  the  feeling,  if  not  close  con- 
nection, there  exists  between  his  Government  and  the  Miguelite 
party  in  Portugal. 

'*  The  man  who  falsely  denounced  Mr.  Ellerton,  an  English 
merchant,  with  firing  a  pistol  at  him  about  five  weeks  ago,  waa 
arrested  on  the  22nd,  and,  I  conclude,  will  now  be  put  on  hia 
trial. 

'*  A  few  of  the  GsAoetas  gang  have  lately  appeared  with  their 
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Undgeons,  and  liave  committed  some  severities  on  Portngneae  ; 
but  the  public  peace  is  not  disturbed  at  Lisbon  or  Oporto. 

**  We  hear  notliiiig  for  certain  about  Dom  Pedro's  expedition 
to  Madeira,  bat  I  am  informed  that  an  express  arriyed  last  night 
from  the  GoYemment  of  Algarve,  stating  that  the  reinforce* 
meats  from  bence  reached  the  island  on  the  7th  instant :  the 
despatches  were  immediatel  j  forwarded  to  Dom  MigneL  This 
is  Terj  practicable,  but  scarcely  probable  that  the  whole  of  the 
vessels  which  conveyed  the  troops  (taking  their  description  into 
consideration)  aboald  have  accomplished  the  passage  so  success* 
fully,  four  having  sailed  on  the  2nd,  six  on  the  3rdf  and  a  brig 
of  war  on  the  5th. 

*'  Twelve  guns  have  been  mounted  in  the  course  of  this  week 
in  the  new  battery  of  Porto  Bransdao,  No.  33  on  the  plan  of 
the  Tagns,  which  I  had  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  by  the 
last  packet :  they  were  exercised  yesterday. 

"  I  fear  the  contents  of  this  long  letter  will  not  repay  yon  for 
the  reading,  bat  I  am  anxious  to  make  you  acquainted  with  all 
the  principal  passing  events  at  Lisbon." 


^'  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  *  Asia,"  in  the  Tagns,  March  31st,  1832. 

•*  A  Portuguese  corvette  and  brig  of  war,  which  conveyed  part 
of  the  reinforcements  from  hence  to  Madeira,  on  the  2nd  in« 
stant,  returned  last  night  to  the  Tagus,  by  which  we  learn  that 
the  troops  were  all  landed  safe  on  the  7th ;  these  vessels  have 
been  18  and  20  days  on  their  homeward  passage,  and  the  others 
are  reported  to  be  all  on  their  way  back. 

••  The  Government  have  sequestered  Qnintella's  property  to 
the  amount  of  his  assessment  and  fine,  but  purchasers  will  not 
probably  be  found  for  the  land  thus  offered  for  sale.  Nine 
other  defaulters  are  under  the  same  ban,  with  orders  also  that 
the  latter  shall  be  arrested  and  placed  under  surveillance  at  a 
distance  from  Iiisbon ;  thoy  have,  however,  made  their  escape. 

**  I  have  nothing  further  to  add  to  my  letter  of  yesterday,  but 
am  strengthened  in  my  belief  that  the  private  accounts  1  then 
transmitted  will  be  found  correct." 
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"  To  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Foley,  &c. 

"  *  Asia,'  Lisbon,  April  7th,  1832. 
Extract. 

*'  We  hear  nothing  of  Dom  Pedro,  or  the  expected  blockade 
of  the  TagTLS,  and  Dom  Miguel's  Government  certainly  antici- 
pated him  very  cleverly  by  throwing  reinforcements  into 
Madeira.  This  has  in  some  degree  damped  the  ardour  of  the 
Constitutionalists,  but  they  are  stiU  sanguine  and  calculate  fully 
on  the  defection  of  the  troops  here ;  which  after  all  is  doubtftd, 
and  unless  they  join  Dom  Pedro  in  force,  he  cannot  have  a 
chance  of  success,  for  patriotism  or  energy  must  not  be  expected 
from  the  population  of  Portugal.  By  fines  and  forced  loans 
they  have  squeezed  a  little  cash  into  their  coffers,  but  the  finances 
are  miserably  low,  and  silver  shot  will  go  far  to  win  the  con- 
test. You  will  doubtless  see  Dom  Miguel's  manifesto  just  pub- 
lished. It  is  veiy  long,  but  I  am  told  written  with  ability,  and 
states  some  strong  facts  as  to  his  right  of  succession.  Pray  offer 
my  best  compliments  to  Lady  Lucy  Foley,  with  the  assurance 
that  I  am  much  pleased  with  Lieutenant  Henry,*  and  begging 
my  kind  regards  to  Hyde  Parker,  whose  late  ship  and  shipmates 
keep  their  place  in  my  estimation." 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  April  7th,  1832. 
Extract. 

'^  In  the  ^  Lisbon  Gazette,'  of  the  3rd  instant,  of  which  I 
have  now  the  honour  to  enclose  a  copy,  will  be  found  the  mani- 
festo of  Dom  Miguel,  and  I  regret  that  I  have  not  from  its 
extreme  length  been  able  to  procure  a  translation.  It  is  drawn 
up,  I  am  told,  with  considerable  ability,  and  adduces  some  strong 
facts.  The  tone,  as  regards  Dom  Pedro,  is  more  moderate  than 
was  expected ;  and  the  amnesty  to  the  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates  of  the  army,  which  was  decreed  on  the  7th  February 

*  The  late  distinguished  Admiral,  Sir  Hastings  Yelver- 
ton,  G.C.B.,  great  nephew  of  Lady  Lucy  Foley,  who  took  the 
name  of  Yelverton  after  his  marriage  with  the  late  Barbara  (in 
her  own  right  Baroness  Grey  de  Ruthyn)  widow  of  G^eorge 
second  Marquess  of  Hastings,  in  1845. 
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last,  and  oominxmicated  to  jon  as  an  expectancj-  in  my  letter 
of  the  4th  February,  is  xLOinr  for  the  first  time  made  public. 

"  Martdal  law  has  also  been  this  week  renewed  by  the  re- 
appointment of  special  military  commissions  for  trying  offences. 
The  original  decree  for  one  year,  which  has  just  terminated, 
limited  these  commissionB  to  Lisbon  and  Oporto,  in  the  present 
one  they  are  extended  to  all  the  provinces. 

'*  The  contributors  to  the  forced  loan  at  Lisbon  have  paid 
altogether  600  oontos.  200  contos  are  still  deficient,  and  an 
equal  sum  for  the  fines  levied  against  defaulters,  a  sequestration 
to  this  amount  is  made  on  their  property.  Of  thirteen  of  the 
latter  class  wbo  were  individually  summoned  by  the  Gbvem- 
ment,  four  have  paid ;  the  other  nine  were  yesterday  called  be- 
fore the  Intendant  of  Police,  but  two  only  appeared ;  these  were 
civilly  treated ;  the  Intendant  informed  them  that  he  had  an  order 
to  send  them  into  the  interior  if  they  did  not  pay  the  said  sum  and 
fine,  and,  knowing  them  to  be  persons  of  respectability,  he  wished 
to  give  them  this  warning,  hoping  they  would  comply.  It  is, 
however,  believed  that  they  will  rather  absent  themselves, 
leaving  any  tangible  property  to  take  its  chance.  The  rate  of 
the  fines  exacted  is  certainly  calculated  at  the  utmost  (and  1 
cannot  say  reasonable)  stretch  of  which  their  decrees  are  sus- 
ceptible ;  for  inslance  if  an  original  quota  of  the  forced  loan 
was  16  contos,  and  8  duly  paid,  in  the  event  of  a  fine  being 
subsequently  incurred,  the  penalty  is  fixed  on  the  full  assess- 
ment thus  bringing  the  total  amount  to  32,  on  which  only 
the  payment  of  the  8  contos  are  allowed  as  a  set  off,  24  remain- 
ing as  the  requisite  liquidation. 

*'  A  very  extraordinary  and  imbecile  attempt  was  made  by 
the  authorities  here  on  the  3rd,  to  get  all  the  foreign  despatches 
and  letters,  after  undergoing  fumigation  at  Belem,  passed 
through  the  Portuguese  Post  Office  at  Lisbon  before  delivery. 

*'  The  Health  Officer  at  Belem,  who  is  well  inclined  to  the 
English,  and  suspected  of  being  somewhat  obnoxious  to  the 
Government,  immediately  on  receiving  instructions  to  this  effect, 
wrote  to  ascertain  '  if  the  British  Admirars  and  Gonsurs  bags 
of  despatches  and  those  of  other  foreign  officers  were  contem- 
plated in  the  orders  he  had  received.'  The  answer  was  prompt 
and  precise :  '  That  no  exceptions  whatever  were  to  be  made.'     I 
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called  at  the  Health  Office  with  Captain  Richards,  and  saw  both 
orders,  thongh  I  conld  not  obtain  a  copy  of  either. 

**  Mr.  Hoppner  made  an  immediate  representation  against 
this  measure  to  Yisconnt  Santarem,  as  directlj  in  violation  of 
the  Packet  Treaty,  and  contrary  to  the  nsnal  practice.  The 
order  was  in  consequence  rescinded,  with  an  affectation  of  great 
surprise  on  the  part  of  the  sub-inspector  of  the  Post  Office  that 
the  directions  sent  by  him  to  the  Guarda  Mor,  at  Belem,  should 
have  been  construed  by  that  officer  to  relate  to  our  packets 
and  bags,  and  declaring  that  any  intention  of  interfering  with 
them,  never  could  have  entered  into  his  ideas.  Adopting  the 
same  tone  in  his  subsequent  directions  to  the  Health  Office, 
he  refers  only  to  the  first  order  on  the  subject,  which  was  in 
general  terms,  the  packets  and  Government  despatches  not 
being  specified.  This  contemptible  evasion  was  indignantly  re- 
ceived by  the  latter,  whose  dependent  position  alone  pre- 
vented him  from  publicly  exposing  the  deceit.  The  question 
is  now  settled  for  the  present,  and  from  the  precautions  taken 
at  the  commencement  of  the  quarantine,  to  have  an  officer 
always  in  attendance  during  the  process  of  fumigation,  and  to 
take  charge  of  the  despatches,  it  is  scarcely  possible  they  can 
get  into  improper  hands. 

'^  Such  various  accounts  are  circulated  respecting  the  natural 
disposition  and  temper  of  Dom  Miguel  that  I  am  induced  to 
notice  an  exhibition  of  it  yesterday  on  a  trifling  occasion,  though 
it  partakes  more  of  gossip  than  1  am  inclined  to  trouble  yoa 
with.  He  was  riding  with  his  customary  rapidity  across  the  npper 
end  of  the  Commercial-square,  and  observed  that  a  servant 
(who  was  waiting  at  a  few  yards  distant  with  a  horse  for  his 
master,  at  one  of  the  adjoining  streets),  from  ignorance  or 
accident  had  neglected  to  dismount  or  take  off  his  hat.  Dom 
Miguel  bocame  enraged,  stopped  and  gave  orders  to  one  of  his 
attendants.  In  an  instant  the  apparently  unconscious  offender 
was  knocked  off  the  horse  with  a  bludgeon,  grievously  beaten, 
and  left  streaming  with  blood  to  the  great  disgust  of  many 
respectable  bystanders,  by  one  of  whom  the  transaction  was 
related  to  me.  The  servant  happened  to  be  in  the  employ  of  a 
staunch  Miguelite  commanding  a  regiment  of  Royalist  volunteers, 
and  holding  an  official  appointment  at  the  India  House. 
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We  hare  no  news  fcom  Madeira  later  than  the  10th  nltimo 
bj  the  retnm  of  the  troop  ships,  and  not  even  a  nunonr  ahont 
Dom  Pedro's  expedition  and  rumoured  blockade  of  the  Tagns. 
The  Constitutionalists  are  something  less  sanguine  since  the 
troops  were  so  successfoUj  thrown  into  Madeira,  but  all  remains 
quiet.*' 


*'  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

'' '  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  14th  April,  1832. 
"  The  public  attention  this  week  has  been  much  engaged  by 
the  further  proceedings  against  the  most  obnoxious  defaulters 
towards  the  forced  loan,  of  whom  one  or  two  have  paid,  and 
others  who  were  ordered  into  the  interior  under  surveillance 
have  concealed  themselves.  The  late  Baron  Quintella  and 
Senhor  Pinto  de  Bastps,  whose  properties  had  been  partly 
placed  under  sequestration,  are  amongst  the  number ;  and  I  re- 
ceived a  few  days  since  another  private  application  to  aid  the 
escape  of  the  latter  in  one  of  our  boats  to  the  English  packet. 
As  1  knew  the  French  frigate  was  open  to  both,  and  by  that 
channel  an  easy  conveyance  to  the  packet,  I  declined  with  less 
scruple  an  J  interference,  on  the  grounds  which  I  had  the  honour 
of  stating  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  24th  March. 

*'  Senhor  Pinto  de  Bastos  has  been  making  a  sale  of  his  furni- 
ture to  an  Englishman,  in  hopes  of  thus  securing  some  of  his 
available  property ;  but  two  chests  of  his  papers  and  some  valu- 
able articles  were  seized  by  the  police  in  an  attempt  to  remove 
them  two  nights  ago.  Whether  this  will  cause  any  remission  on 
his  sequestered  goods  remains  to  be  seen. 

"  The  hopes  of  the  Constitutionalists  are  certainly  less  con- 
fidently expressed,  and  many  respectable  individuals  of  both 
parties  do  not  conceal  their  uneasiness  at  the  threats  of  violent 
outrages  which  are  frequently  made  by  the  Boyalist  volunteers 
Against  persons  and  property  whenever  Dom  Pedro's  expedition 
appears ;  but  the  public  sensation  has  not  yet  degenerated  into 
any  kind  of  excesses. 

^  The  English  schooner  *  Caroline '  arrived  at  Belem  from 
London  on  the  8th  instant,  with  the  68-pounder  guns,  some 
rockets,  and  other  ordnance  stores,  intended  as  a  present  from 
Senhor  Paulo  Cordeiro  to  Dom  Miguel ;  but  after  debating  four 
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days  on  the  expediency  of  unloading  a  cargo  (with  which  she 
was  also  freighted)  in  defiance  of  their  recent  quarantine  regu- 
lations, the  Government  determined  to  send  her  out  of  the  Tagus 
untouched,  and  she  sailed  on  the  12th  ostensibly  for  Minorca, 
from  which  it  is  supposed  she  will  return  in  a  few  weeks  in  free 
pratique.  The  progress  of  the  cholera  at  Paris,  and  its  probable 
extension  to  this  country,  is  much  apprehended  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

"  P.S.  I  may  observe  that,  I  believe,  only  one  person,  Louis 
Montero,  who  was  Deputy  in  the  Cortes  of  1820,  has  availed 
himself  as  yet  of  the  asylum  said  to  be  permitted  in  the  French 
frigate.'* 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  14th  April,  1832. 
Extract. 

"  The  master  (of  the  English  schooner  *  Escape ') 

reports  that  he  was  charged  by  our  Consul  at  St.  Michael's  with 
an  important  despatch  for  Admiral  Sartorius,  whom  he  expected 
to  find  cruising  off  the  Bar  of  Lisbon,  with  one  frigate,  one  brig, 
and  a  fast-sailing  schooner;  but  not  falling  in  with  him,  the 
despatch  was  destroyed,  according  to  his  instructions,  before 
entering  the  Tagus. 

^*  He  further  states  that,  when  the  *  Escape '  left  St.  Michael's 
on  the  2nd  instant,  Dom  Pedro  was  at  Terceira,  his  force  calcu- 
lated at  15,000  men,  and  flat-bottomed  boats  were  building  at 
three  of  the  islands  for  the  expedition,  which  was  not  expected  to 
be  able  to  move  before  the  beginning  of  May.  No  account  what- 
ever from  Madeira." 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  2lBt  April,  1832. 
Extract. 

"  The  very  trifling  circumstance  of  a  small  party  having 
landed  from  the  *  Revenge,'  under  the  direction  of  a  mate,  to 
cut  some  broom  stuff  on  land  occupied  by  an  English  resident, 
whose  permission  was  obtained,  has  called  forth  a  string  of 
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absard  complaints  of  alleged  iiregulttrities  in  a  letter  ffom 
YisGonnt  Santarem  to  myself,  but  which  I  have  most  satiiU 
factoiily  ascertained  to  be  totally  nnfonnded,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  men  having  nnconscionslj  passed  an  nnfenced 
bonndaiy  and  entered  on  some  common  land  within  the  pre- 
cincts  of  the  adjoining  Royal  Qninta  at  Alfeite. 

'*  I  trost  my  explanation  will  satisfy  his  Excellency  that  the 
trespass  was  altogether  unintentional,  no  mischief  actually  done, 
and  that  the  men  in  reality  eventually  received  permission  from 
the  Intendonte  of  the  Quinta  to  remain,  and  get  what  they 
wanted;  but  I  have  given  directions  to  prevent  a  repetition 
of  such  an  occurrence,  and  am  pleased  to  find  that  this  first 
shadow  of  a  complaint  against  the  squadron  has  been  so  easily 
refuted." 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  '  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  28th  April,  1832. 
"  Everything  continues  in  the  same  state  at  Lisbon  as  when 
I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  you  on  the  2l8t  instant.  We  had 
reason  to  suspect  in  the  early  part  of  the  week  that  the  Portu- 
guese 74,  ^  Don  Joao  YI,'  had  received  orders,  with  some  others, 
to  proceed  to  Madeira,  which  was  corroborated  by  our  having 
distinctly  observed  the  74  hoist  in  thirty-two  heavy  guns  and 
carronades,  probably  intended  to  strengthen  the  batteries  there. 
The  '  Bainha,'  now  mounting  64  guns,  was  also  mentioned  as 
one  so  destined,  and  it  was  understood  this  squadron  would  give 
convoy  part  of  the  way  to  the  '  Princessa  Beal,'  a  frigate  store- 
ship  bound  to  some  of  the  Portuguese  settlements  in  Africa, 
widi  above  150  xm.fortuuate  people  who  have  been  sentenced  to 
banishment  principally  for  political  acts  and  opinions.  From 
the  crazy  condition  of  the  large  ships^  1  am  astonished  that  the 
(Government  should  determine  to  hazard  either  of  them  at  sea  in 
the  still  xmsettled  state  of  the  weather,  with  wretched  crews  and 
equipments  alike  unfit  to  navigate  or  defend  them.  But  the 
sailing  orders  of  the  whole  have  since  been  countermanded." 


VOL.  IT.  ^ 
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"  To  Gonmiander  the  Lord  George  Paalet,  H.M.S.  '  Nautilus. ' 

Extract. 

"  *  Asia,'  Lisbon,  30th  April,  1832. 

*'  I  mnch  regret  that  a  Yoluminous  correspondence,  public  and 
private,  and  mj  various  duties  here,  seldom  leave  me  time  to 
follow  my  inclinations  of  writing  to  you,  but  I  trust  Mr.  Halliday 
long  since  offered  this  explanation^  with  mj  sincere  thanks  and 
acknowledgments  also  for  jour  very  obliging  tender  of  thd 
volunteer's  vacancy  in  the  *  Nautilus,'  which  I  shall  most  gladly 
avail  myself  of  for  Mr.  Dennys  Lane,  fifteen  years  of  age,  bom 
in  the  parish  of  Brixton,  Devon,  and  son  of  the  Rev.  Richard 
Lane,  of  Coffleet,  in  the  same  parish,  a  very  old  and  very  par« 
ticular  friend  of  mine.* 

''As  I  conclude,  some  practice  in  navigation,  &c.,  will  be 
desirable  for  the  young  volunteer,  and  we  have  a  tolerable  school- 
master in  the  'Asia,*  you  perhaps  will  not  object  to  receive 
a  well  conducted  and  more  experienced  youngster  of  the  same 
class  from  the  '  Asia,'  to  do  duty  in  the  '  Nautilus.'  I  will,  in 
such  case,  send  one  by  the  first  opportunity  that  occurs  after 
young  Lane  has  made  his  appearance." 


*'  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  2nd  May,  1832. 
"  Commander  Robert  divert  having  been  this  day  super- 
seded in  the  '  Asia '  by  Commander  0.  Foley,  I  feel  it  due  to  his 
merits  as  an  officer,  and  have  also  great  pleasure  in  observing  to 
you,  that  during  the  whole  period  Commander  Oliver  has  been 
under  my  command,  both  previously  and  subsequently  to  my 
flag  flying  in  the  *  Asia,'  his  unremitting  zeal  and  ability  have 
justly  deserved  my  highest  commendation;  and  it  will  not,  I 
flatter  myself,  be  lessened  in  your  estimation,  when  I  add  that 
he  was  before  unknown  to  me.'* 


•  Vol.  I,  pages  64^156,  &c. 

t  Captain  Sir  Robert  Oliver  was  afterwards  Superintendent 
of  the  Indian  Navy  for  several  years. 
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*'To  R.  B.  Hoppner,  £8q»,  H.M.  Consul-GeneraJ,  Lisbon. 

**  *  Prince  Regent,'  5th  Maj,  1832. 

"Commodore  !Ribaadj  has  just  commnnicated  to  me*  the 
arrival  of  a  Portuguese  Gk)yemment  vessel  yesterday,  in  five 
days  &om  Madeira,  -with  despatches,  of  which  I  hasten  to 
apprixe  you,  though.  X  cannot  learn  that  the  substance  of  them 
has  yet  transpired. 

"You  will,  I  am  sure,  see  the  propriety  of  my  receiving,  in 
the  present  state  of  affairs,  early  intimation  of  all  intelligence 
connected  with  the  pending  expedition  from  the  Western  Islands, 
and  of  importance  to  the  British  interests  here." 


^^To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  5th  May,  1882. 

"  The  late  stirong  westerly  winds  will  probably  put  you  in 
possession  of  recent  intelligence  from  Madeira  and  the  Western 
Islands,  I  nevertheless  feel  it  desirable  to  apprize  you  that  a 
small  Grovemment  vessel  arrived  with  despatches,  in  five  days, 
from  the  former  island.  It  appears  she  sailed  in  the  night,  and, 
by  keeping  close  under  the  land,  escaped  the  blockading  force 
of  Admiral  Sartorius,  consisting  of  a  fiigate  and  two  smaller 
vessels.  Two  Sardinian  vessels  had  succeeded  in  entering 
Fnnchal  Beads  with  grain,  and  the  troops  are  stated  to  have 
provisions  for  nine  months,  but  the  inhabitants  are  suffering  from 
the  want  of  Indian  com*  The  Island  of  Porto  Santos  has  been 
taken  possession  of  by  Donha  Maria's  forces,  and  many  indi- 
viduals ill  affected  to  the  present  Government  have  subsequently 
removed  &om  Madeira.  A  Portuguese  Government  schooner, 
which  sailed  from  hence  on  the  12th  of  last  month,  was  taken  on 
the  21st,  and  carried  to  Porto  Santos.  The  squadron  which  has 
been  fitting  in  the  Tagus,  under  the  command  of  Commodore 
Joao  Feliz  Bernardo  Gampo,  for  the  relief  of  Madeira,  with  pro- 
visions, guns,  &c.y  is,  I  believe,  ready  to  proceed,  but  detained 
for  want  of  money  to  pay  the  long  arrears  of  wages  due  to  the 
seamen,  for  which  60  contos  are  required,  and  two  only  towards 
thi^  amount  as  yet  received  at  the  arsenal. 

'*  It  is  composed  of  the  following  ships  and  vessels : — '  Dou 

O  2 
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Joao  yi,'  74  guns ;  '  Isabel  Maria,'  24  guna ;  ^  Audaz,'  20  gxmB ; 
'  Proyidence,'  16  guns ;  to  whicli,  it  is  said,  the  '  Princessa  Real,' 
a  frigate  store-ship,  of  30  gans,  which  was  preyionslj  appointed 
to  carry  convicts  to  Goa,  wiU  now  be  added,  fitted  as  a  ship-of- 
war.  The  ^  Douro  e  Minho '  frigate,  of  44  guns,  is  also  in  pre- 
paration to  be  hoye  down,  repaired  and  fitted  out  at  the  expense 
(it  is  understood)  of  J.  Paolo  Gordeiro,  the  head  tobacco  con- 
tractor. The  frigate  is  nearly  new,  but,  having  been  built  of 
unseasoned  fir,  it  is  doubted  if  she  can  be  made  serviceable. 

**A  small  lighter^  ostensibly  freighted  with  sale  for  Cork, 
sailed  a  few  days  ago  for  Terceira,  with  despatches  from  Dom 
Pedro's  agents  here,  by  which  the  foregoing  particulars  will  of 
course  be  communicated. 

**  Upwards  of  8,000  troops  of  the  line,  militia,  and  volunteers, 
were  reviewed  on  the  80th  ultimo  by  Dom  Migael,  near  Lisbon ; 
they  appeared  well  appointed  and  in  good  order. 

'*  He  is  now  gone  with  the  Princesses,  and  numerous  attend- 
ants, to  pass  some  time  at  his  Quinta  at  Zamora. 

*'  Everything  remains  qtiiet  at  Lisbon." 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham« 

"  '  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  19th  May,  1832. 
"  Sir, 

"  The  varioils  accoants  which  reached  us,  to  the  9th  instant, 
by  the  last  packet,  scarcely  leave  me  a  hope  that  this  may  find 
you  still  presiding  at  the  Admiralty,  and  I  should  feel  myself 
unworthy  of  the  confidence  and  approbation  with  which  you  have 
so  abundantly  honoured  me,  if  I  neglected  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  my  full  sense  of  the  flattering  attention 
I  have  throughout  experienced  at  your  hands. 

"  Wherever  my  future  lot  may  be  cast,  I  trust  I  shall  leave 
the  Tagus  with  the  gratifying  belief  that  I  have  not  disappointed 
your  wishes  or  expectations  in  discharging  the  duties  you  assigned 
me;  and  while  I  regret  that  circumstances  have  hitherto  pre- 
vented my  being  personally  known  to  you,  I  hope  I  may  some 
time  have  the  honour  of  an  introduction  to  repeat  how  sensibly 
and  g^tefuUy  I  hold  myself,  Sir, 

"  Your  sincere  and  obliged  humble  servant, 

"W.  PARKER." 
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^^  To  Sir  James  GrraJiaTn. 
£xtr&ct. 

'*  '  Asia,'  in  the  Tagas,  19ih  May,  1832. 
^  Tbfi  intelligence  of  the  expected  change  in  the  Ministers  of 
England,  brongiit  by  tlie  last  packet,  f  onr  days  ago,  has  cast  such 
a  gloom  over  the  hopes  of  the  Constitutionalists,  with  correspond- 
ing confidence  in  the  opposite  party,  that  under  the  douhts  pre- 
viously existing  of  Dom  Pedro's  success,  it  is,  hy  many  eyen  of 
his  fayourers,  at  present  considered  most  hopeless.     They  haye, 
howeyer,  rallied  a  little  the  last  two  days/' 


"To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  *  Asia,  in  the  Tagas,  26th  May,  1832. 
"  Ton  haye  probably  already  seen  a  copy  of  the  accompany- 
ing extraordinary  paper,  which  was  published  recently  by  Major- 
General  Sir  John  Campbell  in  the  '  Morning  Post ; '  but  as  he 
came  on  board  the  *  Asia,'  a  few  days  ago,  for  the  ayowed  purpose 
of  deliyering  it  to  me,  in  order  to  show  the  exact  position  in 
which  he  stood  with  regard  to  the  military  operations  in  this 
country,  I  am  induced  to  forward  it,  particularly  as  it  is  since 
understood  that  he  has  been  authorised  by  Dom  Miguel  to  yisit 
and  inspect  all  the  batteries  on  the  sea-liue  of  defence.  Con- 
sidering him  as  a  declared  partisan,  his  main  object  probably  was 
to  ascertain  for  the  Portugaese  Government  if  any  change  of 
instructions  or  conduct  had  been  produced  by  the  late  political 
eyents  in  England,  and  what  credit  might  be  attached  to  the 
prevailing  belief  at  Lisbon,  that  the  line-of-bivttle  ships  preparing 
at  Portsmouth  and  Plymouth  were  positively  destined  for  the 
Tagus.  On  these  points  he  could  obtain  no  information  from 
me ;  and  as  he  appeared  overloaded  with  ajeal  in  behalf  of  Dom 
Miguel,  at  whose  instance  (though  well  known  to  myself)  he  pro- 
bably  came  on  board,  I  avoided,  as  much  as  possible,  entering  on 
politics,  on  the  ground  of  the  strict  neutrality  we  have  constantly 
observed,  reminding  Sir  John  Campbell  that  his  present  Chief, 
Dom  Miguel,  remained  unacknowledged  by  Great  Britain,  and 
that  our  countrymen  would  be  promptly  protected,  if  improperly 

molested. 

"About  154  contos,  which  arrived  about  a  wook  ago  from 
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Oporto,  to  complete  the  forced  loan  for  that  place,  Lave  been 
applied  to  pay  up  a  small  part  of  the  arrears  of  wages  to  the 
squadron  in  the  Tagus,  which  remains  ready,  but  without  any- 
increased  manifestation  of  putting  to  sea. 

"  We  have  no  tidings  of  Dom  Pedro,  although  the  winds 
have  been  the  last  week  from  the  westward.  Dom  Miguel  remains 
at  his  Quinta  at  Zamora,  and  all  quiet  at  Lisbon ;  but  the  public 
mind  is  in  a  very  feverish  stat^,  from  the  intense  anidety  for 
further  intelligence  from  England,  our  latest  papers  reaching 
only  to  the  12th  instant." 

The  King's  birthday  was  kept  on  May  the  20th 
with  the  usual  salutes,  and  a  *'  feu  de  joie  *'  at  sun- 
set. The  French  Commodore,  Eibaudy,  who  was  on 
excellent  terms  with  the  Admiral,  hauled  down  his 
broad  pendant  for  the  day  that  he  might  display  the 
English  ensign  at  the  main,  and  he  was  one  of  many 
who  dined  at  the  Admiral's  state  dinner.  During 
dinner  the  packet  arrived  from  Falmouth,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Porteous,  who  was  in  command,  having  no 
regular  signal  flags,  and  knowing  well  the  anxiety  of 
the  Admiral  that  Lord  Grey  should  continue  in  oflSce, 
on  arriving  off  Belem  made  the  well-known  signal 
with  the  ship's  pendant — *-  The  man  is  saved."  The 
officer  of  the  watch  reported  it,  but  said,  "  I  do  not 
understand  it.  Sir,  we  saw  no  signal  for  the  man 
being  overboard,  and  she  has  certainly  lowered  no 
boat."  The  Admiral  laughed  and  said,*'  I  do  ;"  and, 
turning  to  his  guests,  announced,  "  Earl  Grey's  Ad- 
ministration is  not  changed." 

On  the  31st  of  May  orders  arrived  from  England 
that  the  British  squadron  should  quit  the  Tagus,  in 
compliance  with  a  request  to  that  effect  addressed  to 
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the  British  by  the  Portuguese  Government.  The 
Admiral  at  once  made  the  signal  to  complete  the 
ships  with  water,  and  to  prepare  for  sea.  The  same 
day  he  received  official  intelligence  that  Lord  William 
Russell,  charged  with  a  special  mission,  and  attended 
by  a  military  and  diplomatic  secretary,  would  arrive 
from  England  in  the  "Britannia."  The  squadron 
was  to  be  reinforced  by  the  "Caledonia"  and 
"  Britannia,"  and  other  important  despatches  w^re 
received,  the  nature  of  which  wiU  be  clearly  shown 
by  the  letters  which  foUow.  The  Admiral  met  the 
leading  merchants  at  the  Consul-Generars,  and 
explained  to  them  and  to  Visconde  Santarem,  who 
still  continued  to  be  Dom  Miguel's  Minister  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  the  arrangement  rendered  necessary 
by  the  departure  of  the  squadron  from  the  Tagus. 

The  "Childers,"  "Nautilus,"  and  "Royalist" 
were  sent  to  Oporto,  the  commander  of  the  first 
being  the  senior  officer  selected  for  this  important 
station.  The  "  Britannia  "  arrived  on  the  2nd,  but 
got  aground  in  the  North  Channel  in  coming  in  ; 
she  was,  however,  lightened  at  once,  and  allowed  by 
the  Portuguese  Health  Authorities  to  come  up  the 
Tagus,  though  in  quarantine. 

On  the  3rd  the  "  Caledonia,"  "  Romney,"  troop- 
ship with  stores  and  supernumerary  Marines,  and  the 
"Viper,"  schooner,  arrived  from  England.  Lord 
William's  mission  was  to  ascertain  if  the  Spanish 
Government  had  infringed  their  pledged  neutrality 
by  crossing  the  frontier  of  Portiogal,  in  which  case 
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Admiral  Parker  with  his  formidable  force  would  at 
once  support  the  cause  of  Donha  Maria  and  com- 
mence hostilities  against  Dom  Miguel's  forces,  other- 
wise the  honour  of  England  was  pledged  to  preserve 
a  strict  neutrality.  On  the  7th  of  June  the  squadron 
beat  out  of  the  Tagus  against  a  westerly  wind. 

From  Sir  Ja/mes  Oraham. 
*'  Private, 

"  Admiralty,  28rd  May,  1832. 

"  This  letter  will  be  delivered  to  jon  by  Lord  William  Russell, 
whom  I  beg  to  introduce  to  you,  as  also  Colonels  Badcock  and 
Hare,  by  whom  he  is  accompanied. 

*'  It  is  important  that  you  should  establish  with  his  Lordship 
the  most  confidential  communications,  and  concert  with  him  and 
Mr.  Hoppner  the  whole  detail  of  the  arrangements  consequent 
on  your  instructions.  I  hope  you  will  find  your  orders  so  clear 
and  precise  as  to  obviate  every  difficulty:  and  His  Majesty's 
Grovernment  have  such  entire  confidence  in  your  abilities  and 
discretion  that  they  intrust  this  important  command  to  you  at 
this  critical  juncture,  in  the  firm  persuasion  that  you  will  use 
your  discretionary  power  with  firmness,  tempered  by  modera- 
tion. 

"  If  unhappily  it  shonld  become  necessary  to  lay  aside  that 
neutrality  to  which  we  are  anxious  to  adhere,  you  are  the  sole 
judge  of  the  means  and  the  extent  of  the  co-operation  which  it 
may  be  prudent  to  give  to  Dom  Pedro.  If  given  at  all  they 
should  be  effectual ;  but  you  will  incur  no  risks  which  may 
appear  to  you  too  hazardous.  We  rely  on  your  judgment,  and 
we  shall  not  be  disappointed.  Let  me  recommend  Lord  W. 
Russell  and  his  military  officers  to  your  attention  in  case  they 
should  find  it  necessary  to  embark,  and  with  respect  to  the 
Marines  we  have  sent  Colonel  Adair  to  join  your  flag,  because 
if  you  should  under  any  circumstances  decide  on  landing  the 
Marines  of  your  squadron,  he  is  an  experienced  officer  who  knows 
the  country,  and  is  worthy  of  your  confidence. 

"  I  shall  be  very  anxious  firequently  to  hear  from  you,  and 
I  shall  bo  obliged  if  you  will  c(»ntinue  }our  private  letters  on 
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terms  of  strict  confidence  to  me,  which  furnish  the  most  valuable 
information. 

^*  I  am  always,  with  sincere  respect,  dear  Sir,  <Sbc." 


^'  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"*  Asia,' in  the  Tagus,  June  2nd,  1832. 

"  By  the  arrival  of  the  packet  on  the  31st,  and  the  *  Britannia ' 
this  morning,  I  have  been  honoured  with  the  public  instructions 
of  the  Admiralty,  and  your  private  letter  for  withdrawing  the 
squadron  from  the  Tagus,  and  subsequent  contingencies.  I  trust 
I  shall  not  misapprehend  the  intentions  of  the  Gk)vemment  on 
any  point,  and  am  fuUy  sensible  of  the  important  duties  intrusted 
to  me.  I  cannot  but  feel  with  pride  the  flattering  confidence 
thus  reposed  in  me.     I  hope  to  prove  it  is  not  misplaced. 

''  I  had  yraterday  an  interview  with  Yisoount  Santarem, 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Hoppner,  when  the  determination  of  the 
British  Government,  and  immediate  departure  of  the  squadron 
was  announced  to  his  Excellency,  who  endeavoured  to  give  us 
the  impression  that  the  construction  adopted  in  the  letter  of 
H  r.  Sampayo,  their  Consul  in  London,  had  exceeded  the  instruc- 
tions of  his  Government  with  respect  to  the  removal  of  our 
squadron. 

"  The  prompt  arrival  of  a  powerful  reinforcement,  the 
'  Caledonia '  being  already  off  the  bar,  has  doubtless  caused 
considerable  uneasiness.  We  were,  however,  assured  that  the 
pledge  of  neutrality  by  Spain  would  not  be  violated.  I  may  be 
excused  in  stating,  by  the  way,  that  Viscount  Santarem  expressed 
entire  satisfaction  in  the  conduct  and  regularity  of  our  squadron 
throughout  their  stay  in  the  Tagas.  We  do  not  learn  that  the 
number  of  Spanish  troops  on  the  frontier  much  exceeds  18,000, 
the  majority  of  which  are  considered  far  from  efficient,  with  the 
exception  of  the  ceatre,  stationed  in  and  near  Salamanca. 

"  The  *  Britannia '  having  taken  the  ground  coming  in, 
approaching  us  this  morning  by  the  North  Channel  (though 
fortunately  without  damage),  has  come  up  to  our  anchorage 
(under  quarantine)  to  replenish  the  water  started  to  lighten  her, 
which  has  given  me  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Lord  William  Russell, 
to  whom,  and  Colonels  Hare  and  Bad  cock,  1  shall  be  happy  to 
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show  every  attention  in  mj  power,  and  gladlj  enter  into  confi- 
dential communication  and  co-operation  with  them. 

"  The  term  of  quarantine  has  just  been  reduced  to  ten  days 
from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  except  Ireland,  London,  and 
Liverpool,  but  we  cannot  obtain  a  further  relaxation  under  any 
process  at  the  Health  Office,  and  I  believe  they  will  be  compelled 
to  pass  some  days  at  the  Lazaretto,  when  we  leave  the  liver, 
probably  to-morrow  or  Monday. 

**  The  *  Bomney '  has  not  yet  appeared.  The  experience  and 
aid  of  Lieutenant- Colonel  Adair  will  be  very  valuable  if  the 
alternative  of  hostility  is  resorted  to. 

"  Mr.  Hoppner  has  engaged  at  my  suggestion  a  small  English 
cutter  to  keep  up  the  intercourse  with  the  squadron  until  I  am 
joined  by  the  *  Viper '  or  *  Leveret,'  an  arrangement  which  I 
hope  will  be  approved,  for  the  prevailing  fresh  breezes  render 
communication  by  boats  uncertain  and  unsafe. 

''None  of  the  English  merchants  appear  now  disposed  to 
embark  in  the  squadron,  and  though  some  apprehension  was  at 
first  expressed  at  the  idea  of  our  going  to  sea,  it  seems  to  have 
subsided,  and  confidence  restored  by  the  knowledge  of  our 
intended  proximity  outside.  Great  sensation  was  caused  amongst 
the  Portuguese  during  the  short  interval  of  uncertainty  respect- 
ing the  party  forming  the  British  Government.  It  is  but  fair, 
however,  to  say  that  it  was  not  marked  by  any  insulting  public 
act  or  threat.  All  has  remained  quiet,  and  Dom  Miguel  is  still 
at  Zamora. 

''We  have  had  no  accounts  from  Madeira  or  the  Azores 
during  the  last  month.  The  Portuguese  squadron  is  not  now, 
I  believe,  expected  to  put  to  sea.  The  store-ship,  which  had 
been  some  time  preparing,  sailed  this  afternoon  with  convicts  for 
Gk>a,  many  of  them  unfortunately  under  sentence  for  political 
offences." 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
Extracts. 

"  '  Asia,'  off*  the  Tagus,  9th  June,  1882. 
"  I  am  happy  in  reporting  that  the  '  Romney  '  reached  the 
Tagus  on  Sunday,  the  3rd  instant,  and  we  succeeded,  through  the 
good  offices  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Health,  in  obtain:- 
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ing  pennission  for  her  to  come  up  from  Belem  the  same  eveniiig 
(under  qaarantine)  to  our  &Ticliorage,  which  enabled  ns  to  receive 
afl  the  provisioiis,  stores,  and  Marines  on  the  following  daj,  and 
the  quarantine  flag  ^was  Hoisted  in  the  evening.  This  gave  me 
the  satisfaction  of  a  few  hours  free  commnnication  with  Lord 
William  Bossell,  and  tHe  military  officers  acoompanying  him, 
who,  I  am  led  to  believe,  will  be  admitted  to  pratiqne  on  this 
day,  when  one,  if  not  both,  of  the  Colonels  will  proceed  direct 
to  the  Spanish  frontiers  in  fnrtherance  of  their  mission. 

''The  wind  and  weather  continued  so  nnfavoorable  that  I 
coald  not  with  pra<}euce  attempt  to  leave  the  anchorage  before 
the  7th,  when  it  moderated,  and  the  three  line-of-battle  ships 
sacceeded  in  beating  ont  with  one  tide. 

"  Under  all  circnmstances  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the 
accidental  entrance  of  the  'Britannia'  into  the  Tagos  may 
prodnce  a  good  moral  effect.  It  certainly  appeared  to  produce 
a  considerable  sensation.  The  ship  fortunately  does  not  seem  to 
be  at  all  injured  from  getting  on  shore." 


To  the  same. 

"  *  Asia,'  off  the  Tagus,  June  10th,  1832. 
"  The  *  Stag  *  and  *  Leveret '  joined  me  this  morning  from 
Madeira,  which  they  left  on  the  1st ;  but  Sir  Thomas  Troubridge 
brings  no  later  intelligence  than  he  has  already  communicated 
to  the  Admiralty,  and  we  are  in  possession  of  more  recent 
accounts  from  the  Azores. 

"The  despatch  vessel  has  brought  me  out  the  letters  which 
arrived  yesterday  by  the  '  Columbia '  steam-packet,  and  I  learn 
from  Mr.  Hoppner  that  Lord  William  Russell  obtained  pratique, 
and  had  a  conference  with  Viscount  Santarem  yesterday,  who 
insists  that  the  Miguelites  have  no  wish  for  the  intervention  of 
Spaio,  and  that  all  they  ask  is  a  clear  field  and  fair  play." 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
Extract. 

"  June  16th,  1832. 
"I  was  this  morning  joined  by  the  'Briton,'  which  makes 
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our  assigned  force  complete,  and  I  flatter  myself  equal  to  every 
event  contemplated  by  the  Grovemment. 

"My  public  despatches  will  put  yon  in  possession  of  Mr. 
Addington's*  correspondence  with  Lord  William  Bassell,  Mr. 
Hoppner,  and  myself.  His  suggestions  for  the  removal  of  the 
British  residents  from  Lisbon,  and  non-interconrse  between  his 
Majesty's  squadron  and  the  fleet  of  Dom  Pedro,  do  not  certainly 
accord  with  my  construction  of  the  intentions  of  our  Government ; 
but  I  am  aware  of  the  responsibility  which  he  endeavours  to 
impress,  and  hope  to  exercise  becoming  discretion  in  the  im- 
portant duties  confided  to  me, 

"In  all  probability  the  Spaniards  will  not  provoke  our 
hostility  against  Dom  Miguel,  but  they  are  on  the  alert.  A 
Spanish  brig  of  war  has  been  evidently  watching  the  motions  of 
our  squadron. 

"The  Government  of  Lisbon  have  announced  in  their 
*  Gazette  *  that  Dom  Pedro  may  shortly  be  expected. 

"  Yiscondo  do  Pezo  da  Rego  and  General  Povoaa,  who  com- 
manded the  first  and  centre  divisions  of  Dom  Miguel's  army, 
are  said  to  have  resigned 

"  Sir  Thomas  Troubridge  will  forward  to  you  by  this  packet 
copies  of  the  curious  correspondence  between  the  Captain  of 
American  frigate  '  Constellation '  and  the  commander  of  the 
brig  ordered  by  Admiral  Sartorius  to  blockade  Madeira.  The 
Americans  have  been  paying  marked  attention  to  Dom  Miguel 
at  Lisbon,  and  have  succeeded  in  obtaining  payment  of  17,000 
crowns  from  the  Government." 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  *  Asia,'  oflT  the  Tagus,  25th  June,  1832. 
"  From  our  want  of  information  respecting  the  mpvements 
of  Dom  Pedro's  expedition,  and  under  the  possible,  but  im- 
probable chance  that  Madeira  might  still  be  a  primary  object, 
I  determined  to  despatch  the  '  Stag  '  on  the  19th  instant  to  the 
Azores 


♦  Henry  Unwin  Addington,   Esq.,   afterwards   the   Bight 
Honourable  H.  U.  Addington.     He  died  1870. 
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*'  I  have  since  leamt  on  the  anfchoritj  of  a  vessel  which  haa 
arrived  at  Lisbon  from  Terceira,  nnder  Brazilian  coloors  (and 
snspected  to  be  on^  of  Dom  Pedro's  transports,  either  a  deserter 
or  blown  off),  that  all  the  ships  were  obliged  to  put  to  sea  from 
St.  Michael's  dnring  the  heavy  gales  of  the  10th  and  11th 
instant.  Therefore,  taking  into  consideration  the  time  that  will 
escape  in  re-assembling  them,  and  the  subsequent  embarkation  of 
the  troops,  I  do  not  from  their  nsnal  dilatory  habits  flatter  myself 
that  they  will  be  ready  to  proceed  before  the  Ist  of  July. 


*^  Lord  William  BnsseU  and  Mr.  Hoppner  inform  me  thaf 
the  arrests  at  Lisbon  have  latterly  been  most  numerous  and 
arbitrary.      .     .     .     • 

^^An  oppressive  income-tax  for  four  years,  as  well  as  a 
window- tax,  has  been  decreed. 

'*  Dom  Miguel  has  been  coquetting  with  the  Captain  of  the 
American  frigate  '  Boston '  to  an  amusing  degree.  Not  satisfied 
witb  receiving  him  on  board  the  Boyal  yacht,  a  schooner  recently 
built  at  Oporto,  he  had  the  American  flag  brought  on  board, 
hoisted  it  in  conjunction  with  his  Boyal  standard,  and  saluted 
with  the  guns  of  his  yacht.  But  this  trifling  will  rather  stultify 
him  than  add  to  his  importance  in  the  estimation  of  his  own 
party." 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
£iXtract. 

"  *  Asia,'  ofE  the  Tagus,  29th  June,  1832. 
"  Mr.  Hoppner  informs  me  that  all  the  military  political 
prisoners  have  been  removed  from  Fort  St.  Julian,  and  sent  into 
the  interior.  Generals  Yaldery  and  d'Avileiy  were  sent  on  the 
27th  in  a  chaise  to  Chaves.  Subserva  is  gone  to  Elvas,  between 
which  place  and  Estremoz  the  great  mass  of  them  are  divided. 
This  event,  added  to  the  continued  arrests  and  persecutions, 
Mr.  Hoppner  says,  has  thrown  an  additional  gloom  over  Lisbon, 
where  little  else  is  heard  beyond  the  exertions  of  the  Govern- 
ment on  the  one  hand  to  put  their  sentences  into  effect,  and  on 
the  other  of  attempts  to  evade  and  escape  from  these  arbitrary 
proceedings." 
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To  the  same. 

"  *  Asia,'  off  the  Tagns,  8  p.m.,  Jane  30th,  1832. 

"  The  *  Leveret,'  which  I  sent  into  the  Tagos  early  on  Friday 
morning  to  receive  the  mail  for  England,  if  the  *  Echo '  steam- 
packet  was  not  in  a  state  to  proceed,  has  jnst  retamed  with  it 
and  Lord  William  Bossell's  despatches,  in  consequence  of  the 
machinery  in  the  '  Echo  "  having  again  failed  in  an  attempt  to 
put  to  sea  this  morning. 

"  Lord  William  Russell,  in  a  private  letter,  enquires  what  my 
instructions  may  be  in  the  event  of  Dom  Pedro  making  good  his 
landing,  taking  Lisbon,  and  carrying  on  a  protracted  war  in  the 
provinces ;  whether  the  squadron  is  then,  or  at  what  period,  to 
re-enter  the  Tagus  ?  As  his  lordship  observes,  it  will  be  more 
necessary  than  ever  to  watch  the  Spaniards  in  that  case. 

'*  This  position  of  affairs  had  not  escaped  me ;  and  I  con- 
ceive that  when  Dom  Pedro's  forces  may  have  possession  of 
Lisbon  and  the  banks  of  the  Tagus,  it  becomes  de  facto  the 
port  of  a  friendly  power,  as  much  as  the  roadsteads  of  the 
Azores ;  but  I  should  not  attempt  to  enter  the  river  under  such 
circumstances  uninvited,  or  involve  a  question  opposed  to  my 
instructions,  or  the  apparent  views  of  His  Majesty's  Gk)vem- 
ment.  If  my  conclusions  are  erroneous,  I  trust.  Sir,  you  will 
have  the  goodness  to  set  me  right  by  directions  on  that  point." 


From  Sir  James  Oraham, 

"  Admiralty,  30th  June,  1832. 

'^  Allow  me,  in  the  first  place,  to  thank  you  for  the  flattering 
terms  of  the  letter  which  you  addressed  to  me,  when  you 
thought  that  I  had  quitted  office.  I  can  assure  you  that  in 
retaining  it^  I  derive  at  this  juncture  the  greatest  pleasure  from 
the  reflection,  that  an  officer  of  your  talent,  sound  judgment, 
and  tried  experience  is  now  in  the  command  of  the  Lisbon 
squadron. 

"  You  will  receive  by  this  mail  an  instruction,  which  origi- 
nates in  communications  that  have  passed  between  us  and  the 
Court  of  Madrid.  It  modifies  in  one  particular,  and  to  a 
limited  extent,  your  former  order ;  I  think  it  is  quite  explicit, 
and  that  you  will  clearly  understand  it,  but  I  enclose  a  private 


1832]  THE   LtlFE    OF    81B   W.  PABKEB.  95 

note  from  Lord  Palmersion,  ^which  I  have  not  time  to  oopj,  but 
which  yoQ  wilL^onsider  most  confidentiAl,  and  act  in  oonformitj 
with  the  wish  tlxeTein  expressed. 

'*  I  begin  to  be  very  anxious  for  intelligence  from  yon  after 
the  arrival  of  Dom  Pedro  on  the  coast." 


Inclosure. 

"  Foreign  OflBce,  30th  June,  1832. 
"Mt  deab  Gbaham, 

'^  It  may  be  expedient  that  Parker  should  not  make  known 
the  instructions  yon  are  about  to  send  him,  for  fear  it  should 
encourage  ihe  Miguelites  to  ill-use  the  English,  in  hopes  either 
that  we  should  abstain  from  acting,  or  that  by  acting  we  should 
bring  in  a  Spanish.  Army,  under  circumstances  which  we  Lad 
previously  acknowledged  would  be  a  justification  of  its  advance. 
^^  I  shall  write  to  the  same  effect  to  Lord  William  Russell. 

"  Yours  sincerely, 

"  PALMERSTON." 


cc 
(C  rm. 


"  To  the  Lord  William  Russell. 
Extract. 

•  Asia,'  off  the  Tagns,  4th  July,  1832. 
tidings  so  anxiously  looked  for  from  the  Azores  have 
this  morning  reached  me  by  the  *  Stag,*  though  I  fear  they  will 
be  of  a  complexion  to  cause  much  disappointment  as  regards 
the  plan  of  the  expedition  in  the  minds  of  their  staunch  friends 
at  Lisbon. 

"  The  fleet — consisting  of  3  frigates,  1  corvette,  1  brig,  and  3 
or  4  schooners  of  war,  with  other  vessels  amounting  in  aU  to  about 
50 ;  and  having  on  board  from  7,500  to  8,000  effective  men  in- 
cluding the  sailors — sailed  from  St.  Michael's  on  the  evening  of 
the  27th  ultimo,  under  the  conduct  of  Vice-Admiral  Sartorius, 
whose  flag  is  in  the  frigate  ^  Rainha  do  Portugal,'  in  which  the 
Harquis  de  Pabnella  is  embarked,  Dom  Pedro  being  on  board 
the  '  Amelia '  corvette  of  18  guns.  The  whole  of  this  force  is, 
I  understand,  in  excellent  order,  and  well  appointed. 

" The  'Stag '  left  them  on  the  30th  of  June,  175  miles  to 
the  eastward  of  St.  ^Michael's,  steering  with  a  fair  wind  for 
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Oporto,  in  which  direction,  I  am  confidentially  informed,  it  is 
their  plan  to  effect  their  landing,  in  consideration  of  their  small 
force,  althoagh  their  attention  has  been  called  to  the  advantages 
that  may  result  from  their  disembarking  near  the  Tagns.  Bat 
it  is  the  anxioas  wish  of  their  Chief  that  their  intention  of  going 
to  the  northward  should  not  be  even  w^hispered  at  Lisbon  until 
their  first  object  is  effected.  With  this  view  I  have  avoided  all 
communication  with  any  other  ship  of  this  squadron  that  may 
convey  gossip ,  confining  mine  at  Lisbon  to  yourself  and  Mr. 
Hoppner,  and  I  send  in  the  '  Viper,'  in  preference  to  the  *  Pan- 
taloon,' as  she  will  perhaps  expedite  matters  under  the  advantage 
of  pratique. 

'*  It  appears  the  blockade  of  Madeira  by  Sartorius  was 
resumed,  but  as  provisions  have  been  supplied  through  the 
Americans,  his  little  vessels  of  war  will  probably  now  be  with- 
drawn. 

'*  I  am  sure  you  will  have  found  that  a  long  residence  at 
Lisbon  is  not  necessary  to  detect  the  fallacious  reports  and 
system  of  humbug  which  is  constantly  circulated  (some  of  it  on 
principle)  by  the  partisans  on  either  side  :  and  I  imagined  that 
I  had  apprised  you  that  I  had  been  honoured  with  the  appella- 
tion of  a  Corcu7ula,*  because  I  neither  chose  to  credit  the  lies 
which  were  attempted  to  be  foisted  on  me,  or  to  disobey  the 
positive  instructions  of  my  Government ! !  To  the  favour,  or  dis- 
approbation, of  the  wiseacres  and  self -deceivers  who  have,  with 
such  discernment,  attributed  this  political  bias  to  me,  I  am  alike 
indifferent.  It  is  not,  in  fact,  deserving  of  the  time,  ink,  or 
paper  which  I  am  wasting  in  allusion  to  it,  except  that  it  may 
put  your  Lordship  on  your  guard  with  respect  to  any  other 
histories  or  fabrications  which  may  meet  you  from  the  same 
quarter. 

**  The  Government  have  constantly  known  my  rule  of  action 


*  The  epithet  of  Corcunda,  or  Hunchback,  was  a  term  of 
reproach  applied  by  the  Constitutional  party  to  those  Portuguese 
who,  afraid  to  commit  themselves  by  a  verbal  reply,  when 
urged  to  join  the  cause  of  Donha  Maria  merely  shrugged  their 
shoulders.     For  the  epithet  of  Malhados,  see  Appendi.x. 
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mosi  minutely,  and  hare  hitherto  expressed  their  satisfaction. 
I  hope  yon  will  be  able  to  decipher  this  hasty  scrawl." 


Extract. 

"  To  Yice-Admiral  Sartorins. 

"  '  Asia,'  off  the  Tagua,  4th  July,  1832. 
*•  Mt  deab  Sabto&ius, 

*'  In  the  confidential  character  of  an  old  friend,  I  can  alone 
Tenture  on  a  private  correspondence  at  present,  to  offer  my 
thanks  for  your  letter  on  the  29th  of  June,  with  the  assurance 
tiiat  you  have  my  hearty  wishes  for  fullest  success.  The  bearer 
of  this  will  apprize  you  how  strictly  the  observance  of  neutrality 
is  enjoined,  and  you  are  well  aware  that  obedience  is  our  law 
and  motto. 

"  I  shalL  only  observe  that  1  shall  not  be  backward  in  my 
friendly  offices  or  services,  whenever  it  is  consistently  practicable, 
and  you  will  understand  me  as  well  as  if  I  wrote  a  volume  on 
the  subject. 

'*  In  onr  public  capacities  I  believe  we  must  assume  the  de- 
meanour o£  strangers." 


BSxtract. 

'"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  *  Asia,'  off  the  Tagus,  5th  July,  1832. 

*'  I  find  the  long  expected  expedition  of  Dom  Pedro  is  at 
last  fairly  on  its  way  to  Portugal.  The  'Stag'  rejoined  mo 
yesterday,  having  left  it  on  the  80th  ultimo,  two  days'  sail  (175 
miles)  from  St.  Michael's,  steering  with  a  fair  wind  for  Oporto, 
whure  it  appears  to  be  the  intention  to  disembark. 

"Considering  it  desirable  that  the  sloops  off  the  Douro 
should  now  be  reinforced,  I  lost  not  a  moment  in  detaching 
Sir  Thomas  Troubridge  in  the  '  Stag  '  to  assume  the  command ; 
and  I  trust  he  will  still  precede  the  expedition.  Our  communi- 
cation wiU  then  be  kept  up  by  one  of  the  brigs ;  and  you  will 
see  by  the  orders  I  have  given,  that  the  '  Stag '  is  to  return  to 
the  squadron  wheneTcr  Dom  Pedro's  forces  move  in  this  direction, 
concluding  that  the  apprehensions  of  the  English  residents  will 
sabside  when  Oporto  is  in  his  possession.     Sir  Thomas  Trou- 

VOL.  II.  H 
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bridge  has  also  charge  of  a  duplicate  despatch  from  Lord 
Pahnerston  for  the  Marqnis  de  Palmella,  consigned  to  my  care 
bj  Mr.  Hoppner. 

'*  From  the  encouraging  accounts  which  I  hear  of  the  dis- 
position of  so  many  of  the  troops  about  Lisbon,  it  is  perhaps  to 
be  regretted  that  the  expedition  did  not  effect  a  landing  nearer 
the  metropolis ;  but  they  are  unwilling  at  the  onset  to  risk  the 
discomfiture  of  their  small  force,  which  proves  considerably  less 
even  than  our  lowest  estimate. 

'*  I  took  care  to  prevent  all  communication  between  the 
'  Stag  *  and  the  other  ships  of  our  squadron,  and  thus  I  hope 
the  intelligence  she  brought  is  at  present  known  only  at  Lisbon 
to  Lord  William  Bussell  and  Mr.  Hoppner.  The  latter  informs 
me  a  decree  was  yesterday  published,  announcing  that  LLsbon 
and  all  maritime  towns  and  places  will  be  considered  in  a  state 
of  siege  from  the  moment  Dom  Pedro  appears  on  the  coast. 
Viscount  Santarem  has,  however,  explained  that  the  object  is  to 
prevent  all  communication  with  the  hostile  squadron. 

"  The  storehouses  at  Alfeite,  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Duff, 
one  of  the  principal  English  wine  merchants,  were  broken  into 
yesterday  morning  and  searched,  by  an  order  emanating  imme- 
diately from  Dom  Miguel ;  but  I  neither  know  on  what  pretence, 
nor  that  any  formal  complaint  of  this  proceeding  has  yet  been 
made  to  Mr.  Hoppner. 

**  Our  countrymen  become,  I  believe,  rather  uneasy  lest  some 
personal  outrages  may  be  committed  as  the  crisis  draws  near. 
I  purpose,  therefore,  to  anchor  the  '  Briton '  in  Gascaes  Bay, 
when  the  weather  is  favourable,  as  a  certain  point  of  communi- 
cation ;  and  shall,  perhaps,  place  the  squadron  there  also  if  I 
hear  of  any  insurrectionary  commotion.  The  '  Viper '  will  also 
endeavour  to  exchange  signals  daily  with  the  '  Romney,'  and  I 
hope  this  arrangement  will  serve  as  a  check  upon  the  Miguelites, 
and  impart  confidence  to  the  English. 

*'  The  *  Pantaloon,'  which  conveys  this,  wiU  call  off  Oporto 
en  route  ;  and  I  hope  my  object  in  detaining  her  with  me  a  few 
days  will  be  answered  by  the  opportunity  afforded  Sir  Thomas 
Tronbridge  to  transmit  some  interesting  intelligence  from  that 
quarter." 
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"  To  Lord  WiUiam  RusseU. 

"  *  Afiia^'  off  the  Tagas,  6th  July,  1832. 
*  Secret  and  confidential. 

'*  There  can  be  no  donbt  that  a  compliance  with  the  Marqnia 
de  PaLtnella's  wish,  of  your  joining  Dom  Pedro,  at  Oporto,  would 
be  in  direct  opposition  to  our  present  instructions,  and  the 
erident  policy  of  onr  Oovemment  unless  we  are  provoked  to 
hostility  by  tlie  interference  of  Spain,  for  though  our  Ministers 
are  unquestionably  as  desirous  as  ourselves  for  the  complete 
success  of  £>onha  M.aria'8  'Cause,  their  political  relations  with 
other  powers  do  not,  I  presume,  adnut  of  their  sanctioning  any 
departure  from  tlie  neutrality  they  have  professed.  I,  therefore, 
entirely  concur  in  your  determination,  merely  submitting 
whether  it  would  not  be  well,  and  appear  more  candid  at  once, 
to  apprise  the  Marquis  of  your  exact  position,  though  it  is 
probably  annonnoed  in  Lord  Palmerston's  despatch  conveyed  by 
the  *  Stag.* 

^^  I  trust  tbe  frigate  and  the  sloops  already  off  Oporto  will 
be  quite  sufiB.cient  on  that  station,  one  of  the  brigs  will  come  to 
me  whenever  Sir  Thomas  Troubridge  has  anything  of  im- 
portance to  communicate :  so  that  1  expect  to  see  one  soon,  and 
I  conclude  you  will  receive  accounts  also  by  the  post  of  the 
early  operations 

"  The  '  Viper  '  will  probably  run  in  daily  to  exchange 
signals  witb  the  '  Homney.'     .... 

"  I  also  purpose  to  leave  the  *  Briton  *  in  Cascaes  Bay,  to 
facilitate  our  intercourse.  1  shall  request  Mr.  Hoppner  to 
apprise  discount  Santarem  of  this  arrangement,  that  it  may 
not  hereafter  be  vexatiously  urged  as  a  complaint  against  me. 


**  If  it  becomes  necessary,  I  will  anchor  the  squadron  there 
also,  but  for  several  reasons  the  larger  ships  are  better  under 
weigb  for  the  present." 


"  To  I>ard  William  Russell. 

"  *  Asia,'  off  the  Tagus,  8th  July  1832, 
**  1  greatly  regret  the  whole  of  the  business  connected  with 
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Mr.  Duff,  but  I  confess  to  you  that  I  am  not  mncli  surprised  at 
the  conduct  of  the  Portuguese  Government. 

"  I  had  learnt  that  the  Baron  and  Baroness  Quintella,  under 
the  assumed  names  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith,  had  actually  appeared 
at  a  dinner  party  at  his  house,  where  your  Lordship,  Mr.  Hopp- 
ner,  Ac,  were  present ;  it  was  scarcely  possible  they  could  have 
been  unknown  to  some  of  the  servants  in  attendance  ;  and  under 
the  system  of  espionnage  no  constantly  practised,  every  circum- 
stance was,  I  have  no  doubt,  communicated  to  the  authorities ; 
coupling  this  uncalled-for  indiscretion  of  Mr.  Duff  with  the  fact 
of  the  ship  *Nova  Piedade,'  in  which  he  was  supposed  to  be 
concerned  to  a  considerable  extent'  having  joined  Dom  Pedro's 
expedition  direct  from  Lisbon,  we  can  scarcely  wonder  that  the 
eye  of  suspicion  and  act  of  search  was  directed  against  him,  and 
I  am  thankful  the  friends  he  wished  to  conceal  were  not  dis- 
covered. 

"  My  orders,  public  and  private,  have  invariably  been  to  extend 
the  utmost  protection  to  all  British  subjects  who  carefully  abstain 
from  violating  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  constituted  autho- 
rities ;  the  object  of  the  squadron,  as  regards  them,  being  to 
shelter  them  from  insult,  but  not  for  their  defence  in  any  mea- 
sure of  aggression  on  their  part ;  and  this  determination  of  the 
British  Government  was  distinctly  explained  to  the  merchants 
by  Mr.  Hoppner,  as  well  as  myself.  By  this  last  packet,  I  am 
again  enjoined  not  to  interfere  with  either  party,  but  to  remain 
quite  neutral,  unless  required  to  do  otherwise  by  your  Lordship, 
under  the  contingent  events  specified  in  our  instructions.  Every 
line  I  have  received  tends  to  strengthen  this  policy  at  present, 
which  makes  me  thus  particular  in  my  observations,  the  spirit 
and  letter  of  my  instructions  being,  to  my  understanding,  in  the 
strictest  accordance. 

**  Nobody  is  more  alive  than  myself  to  the  injustice  and 
tyrannical  proceedings  of  the  Portuguese  Government,  nor  have 
I  been  insensible  to  the  hardships  that  the  Baron  Quintella  and 
his  family  have  endured  under  it.  I  believe  I  informed  you  at 
Lisbon  that  I  was,  in  March  last,  solicited  to  afford  them  an 
asylum  in  the  squadron,  when,  from  resisting  the  payment  of  an 
arbitrary  forced  loan,  a  decree  was  issued  which  involved  a 
compromise  of  his  freedom,  as  well  as  deprivation  of  his  titles 
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and  lionours,  but  as  this  was  a  transaction  porely  Portuguese,  I 
was  obliged,  paiiifalLj  against  my  natural  inclination,  to  decline 
I  bad,  bowever,  the  satisfaction  of' being  informed  by  the  friend 
ol  Qulntella,  who  communicated  with  me,  that  bis  arrest  was 
not  endangered,  as  be  bad  been  offered  a  refuge  in  tbe  Frencb 
frigate  *Melpom6ne,'  Commodore  Bibaudy's  orders  not  being, 
probably,  so  restrictive  as  my  own.  Tbe  Baron,  bowever,  pre- 
ferred an  Englisb  sbip-of-war.  How  far  Mr.  Duff's  reception 
of  bim  can  be  impeached,  if  it  becomes  known,  which  1  hope  it 
will  not,  I  cannot  pretend  to  say.  I  requested  and  obtained 
private  permission  to  give  refuge  to  such  unfortunate  individuals 
of  Portugal  as  might  have  their  lives  endangered  on  account  of 
tbe  part  taken  by  them  in  the  approaching  struggle,  especially 
if,  without  reference  to  the  distinctions  of  party,  I  offered  the 
means  of  escape  to  the  victims  of  popular  fury  on  either  side, 
always  remembering  that  my  first  duty  was  the  protection  and 
safety  of  the  persons  and  property  of  British  subjects.  As  Qnin- 
tella's  case  may,  in  the  present  crisis,  be  considered  to  apply. 
I  most  gladly  avail  myself  of  it  by  sanctioniDg  the  steps  you 
have  taken  to  secure  his  escape. 

"  I  presume  his  object  will  be  to  get  away  in  the  packet,  as, 
though  safe  on  board  the  '  Bomney,'  it  is  next  to  impossible  that 
the  fact  of  his  being  there  can  remain  concealed ;  indeed,  impru- 
dence has  already  discovered  it  in  letters  received  by  some  of  the 
officers  of  the  '  Asia,'  and  of&cial  representations  may  be  made 
which  are  better  avoided.  I  have  therefore  desired  the  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  '  Viper  *  to  afford  every  assistance,  should  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smith  be  inclined  to  come  out  in  the  schooner  from  any 
apprehended  difficulty  in  removing  to  the  packet  in  the  Tagus. 

"  Do  not  imagine,  my  dear  Lord  William,  that  I  wish  to 
create  difficulties  or  impediments  against  an  act  of  humanity,  or 
that  I  am  less  anxious  for  a  better  state  of  affairs  in  Portugal 
than  yourself ;  but  as  it  is  of  the  highest  importance  our  senti- 
ments should  be  mutually  understood,  that  we  may  act  in  unison, 
I  have  deemed  it  right  to  enter  into  this  detail  of  my  orders, 
and  our  joint  proceedings,  feeling  that  I  am  bound  strictly  to 
foYLow  my  instructions,  and  preserve  the  line  of  conduct  hitherto 
appjioved  till  another  course  is  open  to  me. 
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"  Execrable  as  the  conduct  of  Dom  Miguel  has  been,  I  timst 
there  is  no  foundation  for  the  story  of  bis  aiming  at  your  Hfe." 


Extract. 

"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  *  Asia '  off  the  Tagus,  9th  July,  1882. 

**  Mr.  Hoppner,  by  this  conveyance,  will  probably  communi- 
cate fully  to  Lord  Pabnerston,  the  feverish  uneasiness  of  the 
British  merchants  in  consequence  of  the  circular  notification  in 
the  *  Lisbon  Grazette,'  of  6th  July,  which  I  have  officially  for- 
warded with  a  translation ;  and  a  domiciliary  visit  to  the  wine 
stores  and  premises  of  Mr.  Duff,  at  Alfeite,  which  were  broken 
into  in  the  night  and  searched  during  a  period  of  several  hours 
under  an  order  emanating  from  Dom  Miguel  himself.  The 
supposed  object  was  the  arrest  of  some  obnoxious  or  compro- 
mised individuals  imagined  to  be  secreted,  but  I  am  happy  to 
say  nothing  was  found.  The  following  facts  which  I  feel  it 
right  to  impart  confidentially,  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  explain  the 
cause  of  this  outrage  on  British  privilege.  The  Baron  Quintella 
having  failed  in  his  endeavour  to  obtain  an  asylum  in  onr 
squadron,  after  the  deprivation  of  his  titles  and  honours,  for 
refusing  to  pay  his  quota  of  the  forced  loan,  which  I  detailed  in 
my  letter  in  March  last,  found  refuge,  with  the  Baroness,  in  the 
friendship  and  dwelling  of  Mr.  Duff,  where  I  understand  they 
both,  with  singular  indiscretion,  recently  made  their  appearance 
at  a  dinner  party,  although  it  was  scarcely  possible  they  could 
have  been  unknown  to  some  of  the  servants  attending,  and,  under 
the  guidance  of  *  espionnage  *  established  at  Lisbon,  it  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at  that  their  retreat  was  soon  discovered  to  the  au- 
thorities. 

'*  About  the  same  time  it  was  also  ascertained  that  a  large 
ship,  under  Brazilian  colours,  in  which  Mr.  Duff  was  supposed  to 
have  a  considerable  interest,  sailed  from  Lisbon  ostensibly  for  the 
Brazils,  but  proceeded  direct  to  St.  Michael's,  and  joined  Dom 
Pedro's  expedition.     Hence  the  search. 

"Mr.  Daff's  complaint  of  the  aggression  at  Alfeite,  and  the 
representation  to  Viscount  Santarem,  I  have  no  doubt  will  be 
very  ably  handled  by  Mr.  Hoppner,  but  a  private  intimation 
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was  received  that  a  further  search  of  his  house  at  Bnenos  AjreB 
was  in  oontemplatioii,  and  the  safety  of  the  Banm  and  Baroness 
Qnintella  thus  became  endangered.  Lord  W.  Bnssell,  prepared 
faj  their  claim  and  the  position  in  which  Mr.  Duff  was  placed, 
kindlj  adopted  the  only  altematiye  for  their  immediate  secnrity, 
hj  requesting  Mr.  Brown  to  receiye  them,  as  his  lordship's 
friends,  in  the  *  Somn.ey,'  nnder  the  name  of  Smith,  and  thej 
were  embarked  with  some  of  Mr.  Duff's  children,  who  also 
remain,  pending  the  present  critical  period.  It  is  probablei  how* 
erer,  that  the  Gk>venunent  will  not  go  the  length  of  a  second 
visit  to  Mr.  DnfTs  premises. 

"  Arrests  of  respectable  females  and  famihes  are  constantly 
taking  place.  As  yet  the  near  approach  of  Dom  Pedro  to  the 
northward  appears  a  secret ;  my  anxiety  will  increase  when  it 
becomes  known.'* 


**  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

.  "  8  P.M.,  9th  Jnly,  1832. 
**  The  steam-packet  has  been  detained  in  the  Tagos  to  enable 
Mr.  Hoppner  to  complete  some  very  important  commnnications 
to  His  Majesty's  Gk>vemment,  and  it  gives  me  the  opportonity 
of  briefly  noticing  to  yon  that  the  Portuguese  authorities  appear 
to  be  aiming  at  an  attempt  to  interrupt  the  intercourse  between 
the  British  sqnadron  and  the  Consulate,  Ac.,  and  there  is  even 
an  ambiguous  allusion  to  a  right  of  search  in  a  note  from 
Viscount  Santarem. 

I  propose  to-morrow  to  address  Mr.  Hoppner  officiaUy  on  the 
indispensable  necessity  of  our  communications  remaining  regular 
and  uninterrupted.  I  shall  then  treat  the  bare  idea  of  searching 
a  British  man-of-war,  however  small,  as  an  indignity  that  they 
never  could  have  seriously  entertained,  or  one  that  coxdd  under 
anj  circumstances  be  for  a  moment  tolerated. 

*'  I  shall  endeavour  to  adopt  a  moderate  but  firm  tone,  which 
I  hope  may  have  the  desired  effect  with  the  Portuguese  Govern- 
ment." 
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Appendix  to  Chapter  II. 


"  *  Bludgeon  Men.* 

"  The  12th  Regiment  of  Infantry  marched  into  Oporto ; 
their  Commanding  Officer  ordered  each  man  to  provide  himself 
with  a  bludgeon,  to  beat  the  blacks  and  Malhados  (i.e.,  blacks, 
or  black  and  white,  which  was  the  name  given  to  the  followers 
of  Dom  Pedro  by  their  opponents)  of  the  rebellious  city.  From 
that  time  forward  no  distinction  of  rank  or  opinion  was  made 
after  a  certain  hour  at  night.  Some  of  their  best  friends 
suffered  in  these  indiscriminate  attacks.  Whenever  unfavour- 
able news  arrived,  they  sallied  forth  by  day,  and  beat  all  they 
met  without  mercy,  *  that  the  blacks  should  have  no  reason  to 
rejoice  in  the  disaster.'  The  English  were  their  g^atest  hatred ; 
some  were  beaten  and  insulted,  and  even  spat  upon." — "  The 
Civil  War  in  Portugal,  and  the  Siege  of  Oporto,  by  a  British 
Officer  of  Hussara,  who  served  in  the  Portuguese  Army  during 
the  Peninsular  War,  1836."     Page  69. 


Some  notion  may  be  formed  of  the  ideas  then  entertained  in 
Portugal  on  the  question  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  and  Free- 
masonry from  the  following  anecdote  of  the  Regent  Ysabel,  told 
to  the  biographer,  by  the  Marquess  da  Fronteira.  Her  Royal 
Highness  erroneously  thought  that  the  Marquess,  then  a  very 
young  man,  was  a  Freemason.  She  gave  him  an  audience  to 
enable  him  to  apply  for  permission  to  leave  the  country,  then 
turning  to  the  Patriarch,  when  the  Marquess  was  in  presence, 
enquired  how  many  Freemasons  he  thought  there  were  in  the 
kingdom  ?     The  Patriarch*  replied  about  tw.enty-three  thousand, 

*  The  Patriarchate  at  Lisbon  was  founded  by  Eang  John  the 
Fifth,  with  the  permission  of  the  Pope.  To  this  high  office  was 
added  a  Sacred  College  of  twenty-fonr  prelates,  to  whom  was 
granted  by  Royal  ordinance  the  right  of  being  addressed  as 
Excellency.  On  days  of  solemnity  the  vestments  of  the  Patri- 
arch are  like  those  of  the  Pope,  and  the  prelates  wear  scarlet 
robes  in  imitation  of  the  Cardinals.     From  1748,  King  John  was 
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cm  whicli  she  ans^w^ered,  I  thoaght  jotir  Eminence  would  have 
told  me  many  more  ;  if  that  is  all  there  are,  in  a  population  of 
nearlj-  four  millions,  they  should  he  put  to  death  at  once !  why 
should  so  few  ^cked  men  be  allowed  to  remain  and  corrupt  the 
good?  The  Marquess  was  glad  to  obtain  leave  to  travel,  and 
when  he  returned  to  Portugal  it  was  as  aide-de-camp  to  the 
Duke  of  Terceira. 


permitted  by  an  express  Bull  of  the  Pope,  for  himself  and  his 
heirs,  to  bear  the  title  "  Most  Faithful."—"  Life  of  Marquis 
of  Pombal."     By  Conde  de  Carnota,    1871. 
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CHAPTER  III. 
From  1st  July  to  31st  December,  1832. 

Rear-Admiral  in  Command  of  His  Majesty's 
Ships  on  the  Coast  of  Portugal  after  the 
Arrival  of  Dom  Pedro. 

"  Heayen  knows 
By  what  bye-paths  and  crooked  ways 
I  got  this  crown :  and  I  myself  know  well 
How  tronblesome  it  sat  upon  my  head." 

On  the  7th  of  July,  1832,  the  men  stationed  at  the 
telegraphs  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Douro,  counted  at 
sunset  twenty-eight  diflferent  mastheads  in  the  hori- 
zon north  of  Oporto ;  by  nine  o'clock  the  drums  of 
the  city  beat  to  arms,  and  all  were  on  the  alert. ' 

On  the  8th,  Dom  Pedro's  squadron  anchored  in 
Mindello  Bay,  two  leagues  from  Oporto,  and  to  the 
astonishment  of  the  Portuguese,  the  "  Stag "  fired  a 
salute  to  his  Royal  standard.  If  the  alarm  of  Donha 
Maria's  party  was  great  at  hearing  that  the  invading 
army  was  only  8,000  men,  the  confusion  of  the 
Miguelites  was  greater,  for  Dom  Pedro's  standard 
was  before  their  eyes,  and  they  thought  their  troops 
would  never  fight  against  it.  The  city  was  aban- 
doned by  the  troops  of  Dom  Miguel ;  and  his  General, 
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Santa  Martha,  retreated  across  the  Doiiro.  Yet  the 
entrance  of  Dom  Pedro's  army  might  well  cause 
anmety  to  his  friends.  Only  7,000  bayonets,  not 
one  horse  for  any  staff  officer,  and  the  artillery  con- 
sisted of  only  three  field-pieces,  none  exceeding  six- 
pounders,  dra^vTn  by  men  !* 

Dom  Miguel  had  80,000  men  in  his  army ;  and 
yet,  on  the  8th  of  JuJy,  Dom  Pedro  thus  took  pos- 
session of  Oporto.     Though  the  importance  of  this 
acquisition  of  the  second  city  of  Portugal  was  very 
great,  it  was  far  from  decisive.     Party  spirit  ran 
high,  among  English  residents  and  Portuguese,  at 
home  and  in  Portugal.    Dom  Pedro  and  Dom  Miguel 
had  each  Frenchmen  in  their  service  ;  the  fleet  of  the 
former  was  manned  by  English.     Facts  were  mis- 
represented, and   every  artifice  used  to   draw  the 
British  Admiral  into  some  overt  act  in  favour  of 
the  invaders  or  defenders  ;   but  he  never  for  one 
moment  lost  sight  of  the  importance  of  his  mission, 
and  constantly  reminded  all  under  his  orders,  that 
England  had  pledged  her  word  to  be  neutral,  unless 
Dom  Miguel  was  aided  by  Spanish  forces,  and  till 
then  she  should  be  strictly  neutral,  according  to  her 
pledge. 

"  To  Captain  Sir  Thomas  Troubridge. 
"  Priyate  and  Confidential. 

"  '  Asia,'  Cascade  Bay,  2lBt  July,  1832. 
£xtract. 

"  My  orders  for  neutrality  are  stricter  than  ever,  and  I  sus- 
pect the  newspaper  accounts  of  your  attentions  to  Dom  Pedro  at 
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St.  Michaers  are  beyond  the  wiBhes  of  Qovenunent:  and  I 
recommend  yon  to  avoid  intercourse,  by  keeping  as  much  aloof 
as  yoa  can  from  Dom  Pedro's  vessels,  so  as  not  to  be  intermixed. 
You  judged  wisely  in  declining  the  dinner  invitations  from  the 
Emperor,  and  you  will  do  well  to  caution  the  officers  under  you 
from  much  social  communication  with  the  strangers. 

**  Follow  the  letter,  as  well  as  spirit,  of  your  orders  closely ; 
they  are  in  strict  accordance ;  and  one  false  step  may  involve 
more  serious  consequences  than  we  have  any  of  us,  perhaps, 
seriously  contemplated.  Keep  all  this  to  yourself,  but  counsel 
your  Captains.  Of  course,  you  will  not  leave  Oporto  while 
there  is  a  chance  of  reaction  there.'* 


From  Sir  James  Graham. 


"  Admiraliy,  1st  July,  1832. 

'*  I  have  sent  a  public  despatch  by  this  opportunity,  whidi 
I  hope  will  remove  all  doubt  respecting  the  line  of  conduct  to  be 
adopted  by  you  in  the  supposed  case,  which  you  very  prudently 
anticipated  by  asking  for  instructions. 

"  We  approve  of  all  your  measures,  and  rely  confidently  on 

your  discretion ;  it  was  unfortunate  that should  have 

given  any  advice  to  Dom  Pedro,  or  to  Sartorius  on  the  subject  of 
the  place  where  a  landing  on  the  coast  of  Portugal  should  be 
attempted.  Your  instructions  cautioned  him  against  any  step 
inconsistent  with  strict  neutrality,  and  his  duty  was  silence  in 
this  case  respecting  the  selection  of  the  point  of  attack.  You 
will,  1  am  sure,  enforce  on  the  officers  under  yonr  command  the 
same  prudent  reserve  which  you  wisely  exercise  for  their  example ; 
and  it  must  be  remembered,  that  our  position  in  this  contest  is 
a  very  narrow  one,  and  that  a  false  step  in  any  direction  may 
seriously  embarrass  the  councils  of  the  Government.  Decisive 
events  will  soon  relieve  us  from  our  anxiety,  and,  I  hope,  secure 
on  a  firm  basis  the  peace  of  Europe." 

All  parties  were  anxious  for  the  protection  of  the 
English  fleet  in  the  Tagus,  and  many,  whose  posi- 
tions ought  to  have  made  them  strictly  impartial, 
not  only  became  eager  partisans,  but  to  gain  then- 
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ends  did  not  hesitate  to  excite  ill-feeling  and  distrust 
between  the  Admiral  and  Lord  William  Russell, 
by  misrepresenting  the  actions  and  motives  of  the 
Admiral  or  his  officers.  The  frank  and  honest 
nature  of  these  two  honourable  men  ultimately  baffled 
all  their  intrigues,  but  the  embarrassments  and  re- 
sponsibilities of  the  Admiral  were  much  increased 
by  these  mischievous  attempts. 

"  To  Lord  William  Russell. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  Cascaes  Bay,  IStli  July,  1832. 
"  I  did  not  think  the  folly  and  audacity  of  the  Portugnese 
would  have  carried  them  to  the  length  of  the  lat«  outrage  on  the 
*  Viper.* 

'*  My  onvn  sentiments  on  this  point  are  so  fully  expressed  in 
the  copy  of  my  letter  to  Santarem,  now  forwarded  to  you,  that 
1  shall  not  add  one  more  word  on  that  point ;  but  I  hope  you 
will  concur  in  the  propriety  of  removing  the  embargo  on  British 
Tessels  now  loaded  or  lofbding,  unless  the  cargoes  comprise  pro- 
visions or  any  munitions  of  war,  the  egress  of  which  I  do  not 
think  wo  should  be  justified  in  supporting;  it  will  be  enough, 
however,  for  the  objection  to  come  from  the  Portuguese. 

"  1  have  charged  Captain  Richards  with  the  conveyance  of 
my  letter  to  Santarem.  He  is  an  officer  of  a  very  superior 
order,  conversant  with  my  sentiments  on  most  points  appertain- 
ing to  our  duties  here,  and  deservedly  in  possession  of  my  full 
confidence.  He  is  prudent^  and  you  may  discuss  any  point  in 
anticipation,  or  wherein  a  doubt  hangs.  He  will  also  communi- 
cate with  you  on  the  subject  of  refugees,  which  has  throughout, 
under  my  existing  orders,  given  me  more  pain  and  anxiety  than 
1  can  express.'* 


From  the  Portugttese  Vice-Admiral  Scuriorius. 

"*Rainha  do  Portugal,'  19th  July,  1832. 
"My  DBAR  Admiral, 

"  Here  we  are  at  last,  and  the  work  of  humanity  and  mercy 
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is,  I  trust,  now  on  the  eve  of  being  consummated^  by  the  bless- 
ing and  protection  of  a  jnst  Grod. 

"  Oars  is  no  scheme  of  ambition  ;  to  clear  the  prisons  and  to 
keep  them  tenantless,  to  enable  every  man  to  worship  the  Deity 
according  to  his  conscience,  and  express  his  opinions  openly; 
to  have  his  property,  liberty,  life,  by  equal  laws,  independent 
of  the  despotic  will  of  an  erring  individual,  assured  to  him. 

*^  These  are  the  points  we  are  contending  for,  and  for  such  we 
hope  for  the  sympathy,  and  at  least  the  moral  aid,  of  all  free 
nations,  and  of  aU  free  and  upright  men. 

'*  The  Emperor  was  to  have  advanced  on  Wednesday.  No- 
thing of  interest  has  occurred  since  the  '  Briton '  quitted  the  bar 
of  Oporto,  but  the  adhesion  of  more  of  the  smaller  places  in  the 
north,  and  particularly  Braga,  a  point  of  much  importance  to 
us,  as  we  are  now  able  to  obtain  horses. 

"  I  saw  no  troops  along  the  coast.  Aveiro,  by  the  account  of 
a  fbherman,  had  been  deserted  by  the  troops.  I  have  sent  my 
Captain  to  you  jpro  formd  about  salutes  and  notice  of  blockade. 
I  should  like  to  send  these  natives  in,  also,  to  the  Consuls,  if  you 
could  assist  me.  If  you  feel  no  delicacy  in  receiving  visits  from 
rebel  chiefs  I  shall  come  on  board  to  see  my  old  friends. 

"  Believe  me,  my  dear  Admiral, 

**  Yours  very  truly, 

"G.  SARTORIUS." 

After  Dom  Pedro  had  taken  possession  of  Oporto, 
Admiral  Sartorius  brought  Donha  Maria's  ships  off' 
the  Tagus,  and  proclaimed  a  blockade.  These 
English  built  ships,  officered  and  manned  by  English 
mercenaries,  hoisted  English  colours  for  the  purpose 
of  deceiving  the  Portuguese  batteries,  and  seized  all 
such  vessels  belonging  to  Portuguese  who  recognised 
Dom  Miguel  as  King  of  Portugal.  Moreover,  they 
also  seized  neutral  vessels  canning  coals,  or  any 
articles  which  these  ill  paid  adventurers  chose  to 
consider  contraband  of  war.     Sartorius's   squadron 
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also  anchored  at  Cascaes^  in  the  direction  of  a  line 
of  fire  with  Admiral  Parker's  squadron,  to  obtain  the 
protection  of  the  English  ships.  These  proceedings 
greatly  increa.8ed  the  difficulties  of  the  guardian 
of  British  interests,  and  of  the  neutral  position 
to  which  the  King's  Government  was  pledged. 

Extract. 

"  To  Vice-Adiniral  Sartorius. 

"  *  Asia,'  Cascaes  Bay,  19tli  July,  1832. 

*^  Yon  appear  unfortniiately  to  misnnderstand  the  footing 
npon  -whicli  the  British  Squadron  is  placed  by  my  Government, 
as  well  as  by  my  own  sentiments. 

"  I  am  obliged  to  observe  the  strictest  neutrality,  to  interfere 
with  neither  party,  to  permit  as  little  intercourse  as  possible 
with  yonr  fleet,  and  not  to  suffer  the  ships  to  be  intermixed. 

^'  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  having  received  a  requisition 
from  tlie  Governor  of  the  Fortress  to  get  out  of  the  line  of  fire, 
it  became  my  duty  to  weigh,  if  you  did  not,  in  compliance  with 
my  positive  orders  to  that  eflfect." 


Extract. 

"  To  Sir  James  Ghraham. 

'*  <  Asia,'  Cascaes  Bay,  21st  July,  1832. 

*<  The  *  Columbia '  brought  me  two  days  ago  your  public 
despatches  and  private  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  for  which  my 
thankful  acknowledgments  are  due,  and  I  am  glad  to  have 
received  your  early  instructions  for  not  entering  the  Tagus  with- 
out directions  from  England,  in  the  event  of  Dom  Pedro  getting 
possession  of  it. 

*'  The  orders  are  in  every  respect  clear  and  confirmatory  of 
the  impression  I  had  before  received  of  the  wish  of  Gk)vemment 
to  preserve  both  a  strict  and  impartial  neutrality.  On  this 
principle  I  have  endeavoured  to  act,  and  I  regret  there  has  been 
any  instance  of  indiscreet  communication  with  Dom  Pedro.  I 
hope  the  neutral  character  we  profess  will  not  be  compromised, 
but  surrounded  with  sanguine  and  enthusiastic  spirits  in  the 
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constitiitioiial  cause,  you  will  believe,  Sir,  it  requires  no  common 
vigilance  to  avoid  being  drawn  into  some  act  which  may  be  con- 
strued into  a  departure  from  my  prescribed  line  of  duty. 

"  Events  involving  important  consequences  have  crowded 
upon  us  since  I  had  last  the  honour  of  addressing  you  on  the  9th 
instant.  My  official  correspondence  will  best  put  you  in  posses- 
sion of  all,  but  particularly  of  the  audacious  insult  offered  by  the 
Fortress  of  Belem  to  the  '  Viper '  on  the  13th,  when  conveying 
my  despatches  to  Lord  Wm.  Bussell  and  Mr.  Hoppner,  in  answer 
to  the  intimation  1  had  received  of  Lisbon  being  actually  declared 
in  a  state  of  siege. 

"  By  this  extraordinary  decree  the  intercourse  with  the 
squadron  was  interdicted,  unless  under  a  liability  to  search, 
which,  as  regards  a  British  vessel  wearing  the  King's  colours,  I 
have  presumed  to  pronounce  inadmissible  under  any  circum- 
stances. 

"  From  the  private  correspondence  of  Lord  Wm.  Russell  I 
am  now  led  to  believe  that  the  outrage  on  the  '  Viper '  emanated 
from  Dom  Miguel  himself,  although  the  Government  shelter 
themselves  by  fixing  it  on  the  Governor  of  Belem,  whose  public 
dismissal,  with  a  notification  of  the  cause  of  it,  I  have  deemed 
necessary,  as  the  least  atonement  that  can  be  accepted. 

"  Captain  Richards  is  again  at  Lisbon  in  the  hope  of  obtain, 
ing  this  just  satisfaction,  but  throughout  the  business  yon  will 
perceive  the  sophistical  casuistry  which  pervades  every  transac- 
tion in  which  Viscount  Santarem  is  officially  concerned,  and  I 
much  fear  that  the  unfortunate  Gt)vemor,  who  probably  acted 
under  orders,  will  be  sacrificed  to  the  mean  and  contemptible 
policy  of  the  Government,  while  a  more  active  aggressor.  Colonel 
Perua  (according  to  Mr.  Hoppner's  suspicions),  may  succeed  to 
the  command  at  Belem,  but  I  have  not  felt  myself  at  liberty  to 
attempt  crimination  of  that  officer  without  positive  proof. 

"  I  trust  you  will  approve  of  my  having  brought  the  squadron 
to  this  anchorage  to  give  effect  to  my  demands  on  the  subject  of 
the  *  Viper.' 

*'  Admiral  Sartorius  made  his  appearance  on  the  19th,  with 
two  frigates  and  a  corvette,  brig  and  schooner,  under  Donha 
Maria's  colours,  and  two  armed  transports  and  a  steam-vesse), 
under  English. 
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"  He  put  me  rather  in  an  embarrassing  position  as  regards 
oar  nentrality,  bj  anchoring  his  ships  close  outside  onr  squadron, 
which  thus  became  directlj  in  the  line  froin  the  batteries.    Thej 
did  not,  however,  at  that  time,  open  any  fire ;  the  *  Asia '  lies 
exactly  one  mile  from  the  principal  fort,  the  other  ships  a  little 
further   off.     As  soon   as  I  perceived  a  boat  coming  to  com- 
municate  from   Admiral   Sartorius's  flag-ship,   I  sent  Captain 
Bdchards  to  meet  it  half  waj,  with  a  request  that  a  salute  might 
not  be  offered  while  we  occupied  an  anchorage  of  their  oppo- 
nents, and  also  to  signify  that  as  the  GK>vernor  of  Gascaes  had 
required  me  to  move  out  of  the  line  of  his  fire,  I  should  be 
obliged  to  do  so  if  the  hostile  squadron  remained.     The  Admiral 
then  got  under  weigh,  and  anchored  about  three  miles  distant  at 
the  entrance  of  the  Tagos  between  the  Cachops.    In  the  afternoon 
he  again  communicated  by  his  steam-vessels,  which  came  close 
to  us,  under  English  colours.     I  was  obliged  to  desire  our  flag 
might  not  be  used  as  a  screen  under  such  circumstances,  and  it 
was  hauled  down.     The  ostensible  object  of  this  manceuvre  was 
to  deliver  formal  notices  of  his  blockade  of  Lisbon,  <&c.,  but 
I  also  received  a  private  note  which  evidently  betrays  disap- 
pointment at  the  restrictions  against  our  free  intercourse,  not- 
withstanding that  he  was  prepared  by  Sir  Thomas  Troubridge 
for  this  necessary  reserve. 

'^I  have  expressed  my  readiness  to  exchange  salutes  when 
we  are  fairly  outside  the  roadstead,  and  I  hope  my  reply  will 
remove  the  possibility  of  any  misunderstanding  as  to  our  future 
relations.  His  frigate  '  Donha  Maria,'  and  an  armed  schooner, 
stood  in  a^^aia  yesterday,  and  were  frequently  fired  at.  Every 
shot  dropped  short,  but  one  fell  near  the  'Caledonia,'  but  an 
immediate  written  apology  was  spontaneously  offered  by  the 
commandant  of  the  fortress,  who  placed  the  ofiending  oj£cer  in 
arrest  until  I  was  satisfied,  and  I,  of  course,  requested  his  imme- 
diate release,  as  the  occurrence  was  clearly  accidental. 

**  I  am  anxious  to  put  to  sea,  because  I  am  aware  our 
position  here  may  afford  pretexts  for  Dom  Pedro's  squadron  to 
implicate  us,  if  possible,  in  some  way  that  may  produce  a  moral 
effect  in  their  favour,  but  I  shall  remain  tiU  the  '  Viper '  returns 
from  Lisbon  with  Captain  Richards,  in  the  hope  that  our  con- 
tiguity will  accelerate  the  object  of  hi.)  mission.     The  Spanish 
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brig-of-wor  ^  Q-aadiaua,'  whicli  is  appointed  to  watch  our  motions, 
has  been  anchored  in  this  baj  ever  since  our  arrival.  I  find  the 
Captain  an  unassuming  man,  and  I  have  shown  him  pointed 
attention  to  prove  that  there  is  no  real  cause  for  distrust  or  any- 
thing mysterious  in  our  proceedings. 

"  Sir  T.  Troubridge  was  informed  that  Dom  Pedro's  forces 
had  advanced  nine  leagues  in  this  direction,  and  had  been  joined 
by  part  of  a  regiment  of  cavalry.  Braga,  and  several  small 
towns,  had  sent  in  their  adhesion,  which  would  afford  a  supply 
of  horses.  Aveiro  seemed  to  be  deserted  by  Dom  Miguel's 
troops,  but  no  soldiers  were  seen  along  the  coast."      .     .     .     . 


"  Saturday  night,  21st  July. 

'*  Captain  Richards  returned  to  me  this  evening,  bringing 
some  copies  of  the  'Lisbon  Grazette,'  containing  the  required 
apology  for  the  outrage  on  the  *  Viper.*  I  trust  it  will  be 
deemed  sufficient  by  His  Majesty's  Government,  and  satisfy  you 
that  1  have  gone  all  proper  lengths  in  vindicating  the  honour  of 
our  flag. 

'*  The  concessioA  would,  I  beUeve,  have  been  still  more 
marked,  but  Viscount  Santarem  was  absent  when  Captain 
Richards  reached  Lisbon,  and  further  alteration  would  have 
caused  so  much  delay  as  to  prevent  my  forwarding  the 
'  Ghusette '  which  I  am  glad  to  do  by  this  packet. 

"  I  cannot  allude  to  the  part  Captain  Richards  has  taken  in  • 
this   business  without    expressing    my  conviction   that   much 
benefit  has  resulted  from  his  ability,  firmness,  and  prudence  in 
his  conferences  with  Viscount  Santarem." 


*<  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  Cascaes  Bay,  22nd  July,  1832. 

"  Mr.  Brown,  the  master  in  command  of  the  '  Romney,' 
having  been  greatly  pressed  by  several  of  the  British  merchants 
to  receive  on  board  Portuguese  refugees,  applied  to  me  on  the 
14th  instant  for  instructions  on  this  point. 

"  1  am  aware  any  indiscreet  protection  thus  afforded  at  such 
a  juncture  may  embarrass  us  much,  but  as  you,  some  months 
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ago,  kindlj  sanctioned  tlie  means  of  escape  to  onfortunate  indi* 
Tidaals  whose  lives  as  political  partisans  were  in  critical  jeopardj, 
I  havB  ventured  to  give  Mr.  Brown  secret  directions,  of  which  I 
now  enclose  a  copj,  as  well  as  of  a  letter  addressed  to  Lord 
William  Russell  and  Mr.  Hoppner  on  the  subject,  and  hope  that 
in  this  arrangement  I  have  not  exceeded  jour  own  humane 
intentions,  or  the  wislies  of  Qovemment.  I  trust  the  indulgence 
will  in  every  instance  be  exercised  with  prudence." 


"  To  Vice- Admiral  Sai*torin8. 
fixtnict. 

"  *  Asia,'  off  the  Tagus,  23rd  July,  1832. 
"  With  ref ereiLoe  to  our  public  situations  in  this  quarter,  it 
is  dmrable  we  sliould  understand  each  other  unequivocally.  In 
one  word  then  X  shall  strictly  adhere  to  my  instructions.  1 
should  be  unfit  for  the  duty  intrusted  to  me,  if  I  suffered  my 
private  feelings  to  divert  me  from  them. 

^  Believe  me  I  give  you  full  credit  for  the  honourable  and 
praiseworthy  sentiments  you  are  actuated  by.  I  admire  them, 
and  heartily  ^wish  the  fullest  success  to  yourself  and  cause.  I 
cannot  believe  that  our  public  opinions  differ,  and  thought  you 
had  known  mine  better  than  your  letter  implies ;  but,  I  repeat, 
nothing  shall  swerve  me  from  my  duty, 

''  Consistently  with  this,  and  as  a  friend,  you  will  find  me 
ready  to  afford  the  benefit  of  a  bias  steady  and  true — not  to  be 
changed  by  misconceptions  or  trifles ;  and  I  hope  unchecked  by 
any  act  of  imprudence  on  the  part  of  your  companions,  which 
you  must  be  aware  may  afford  y(mr  enemies  reasonable  ground 
to  make  official  representations,  which  may  enforce  additional 
reserve  on  my  part,  without  tending  to  advance  the  object  for 
which  you  are  here."* 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  'Asia,'  off  the  Tagus,  26th  July,  1832. 

.   ^  The  enclosed  extract  of  ^  note  from  Lord  Wm.  kussell, 

which  I  received  on  the  23rd  instant,  has  caused  me  much  pain 

and  perplexity,  because  with  every  desire  inherent  in  our  nature 

to  assist  an  nnf ortunate  and  illustriouB  female  soliciting  protec- 

I  2 
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tion,  I  feel  that  I  caa  scarcely  stir  in  the  object  proposed,  with- 
out inyolying  the  most  important  dij£cnlties,  in  direct  opposition 
to  every  instruction  I  have  received  from  yourself  and  from  the 
Government. 

*'  You  wiU  find  a  copy  of  the  answer  I  have  given  to  Lord 
WiUiam  Russell,  which  fully  expresses  my  general  views ;  but 
on  revolving  the  difficulties  of  the  delicate  and  responsible 
service  with  which  I  am  entrusted,  I  venture  to  trouble  you 
with  some  explanatory  observations  of  the  principles  on  which 
my  decision  is  made.  I  conclude,  Sir,  you  will  be  in  possession 
of  all  the  correspondence  (and  regret  it  is  so  voluminous)  of 
Lord  William  Bussell,  Mr.  Hoppner,  and  myself,  relative  to  the 
late  outrage  on  the  *  Viper ;'  it  wiU  show  the  footing  on  which 
our  present  intercourse  is  maintained  through  the  medium  of 
that  schooner ;  and  permit  me  also  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
peculiar  position  of  the  *  Bomney '  at  Lisbon.  If  I  have  taken  a 
wrong  impression  on  any  point,  or  put  too  strict  a  construction 
on  the  views  of  Government,  you  will,  I  am  sure,  have  the  good- 
ness to  set  me  right. 

^'  From  the  moment  that  Lisbon  was  formally  declared  in  a 
state  of  siege,  and  our  uninterrupted  communication  by  the 
'  Viper'  guaranteed  by  the  Portuguese  Government  on  the  faith 
of  strict  neutrality,  I  could  not  but  consider  the  character  of  that 
vessel  as  sacred  for  the  conveyance  of  our  despatches  only,  and 
that  she  became  responsible  out  he  honour  of  an  officer  that  this 
neutrality  should  not  be  infringed. 

"  However  much  the  Portuguese  Government  may  dread  the 
hostility  of  the  British  squadron,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  con- 
ceive that  they  would  hesitate  to  stop  and  search  the  '  Viper '  if 
the  Princess  was  supposed  to  be  on  board.  If  she  should  be 
discovered,  the  exposure  would  be  most  humiliating,  and  I  am  at 
a  loss  to  know  on  what  pretext  I  could  resent  the  mortifying 
indignity  to  which  we  might  thus  bring  our  flag.  With  clean 
nands  I  presume  it  is  my  duty  to  uphold  it  at  all  hazards. 

"  If  the  *  Bomney  *  were  made  the  channel  of  Her  Boyal 
Highness's  escape,  I  humbly  imagine  it  would  be  equally  a 
violation  of  the  mutual  understanding  with  which  that  ship  was 
placed  in  the  Tagus,  and  the  Portuguese  would  have  but  too 
strong  grounds  to  demand  her  immediate  removal. 
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^*  I  have  endeavoured  to  steer  a  middle  course,  though  I 
(apprehend  my  detenniuation  ^11  greatly  disappoint  the  views  of 
Lord  WUliani  BfXLBsell,  Mr.  Hoppner,  and  others  at  Lisbon, 
where  I  fear  more  is  expected  of  me  than  I  am  authorised  to 
perform;  if,  howoTer,  the  GoYemmont  continue  satisfied  with 
my  proceedings,  my  highest  ambition  will  be  gratified. 

**  I  must  TLO'w  notice   that  I  have  received  no  instructious 

relatiTe  to  the  case  of  the  Princess  Isabella  seeking  an  asylum 

under  the  British  flag,  nor  was  I  aware  that  such  an  event  had 

been  contemplated  until  I  had  been  some  days  in  the  Tagus, 

when  I  found    that   Captain    Markland,   who   was   origrinally 

directed  on  this  point,  had  turned  the  order  over  to  Captain 

Phillips  of  the  *  Ariadne,'  without  reserving  a  copy,  and  the 

latter  officer  left  no  document  on  the  subject  when  he  quitted 

the  station.     I  mnst  take  blame  to  myself  for  not  having  sooner 

apprised  you  of  these  facts,  but  as  Mr.  Hoppner  at  the  time 

obligiugly  furnished  me  with  a  copy  of  his  correspondence  with 

Lord  Palmerston,  which  referred  to  it,  I  was  unwilling  to  give 

you  unnecessary  trouble  from  the  belief  that  the  wish  of  the 

Princess  had  subsided,  and  I  should  have  found  no  difficulty  in 

acting  if  a  proposal  had  been  made  to  me  before  I  left  the 

Ta^^.     Our  position  is  now  greatly  changed ;  Lisbon  is  under 

the  ban  of  an  actual  blockade  of  an  enemy  without,  and  of  an 

embargo  within  the  river. 

''  I  have  used  two  or  three  channels  in  the  hope  of  communis 
eating  to  you  expeditiously  and  safely  by  telegraphic  characters 
the  present  application  of  the  Princess.     In  a  former  letter  I 
transmitted  copies  of  my  secret  orders  to  Mr.  Brown  of  the 
'Bonmey,'  and  my  letters   to  Lord  William  Bussell  and  Mr. 
Hoppner  relatiTe  to  Portuguese  refugees,  and  it  may  here  be 
proper  to  acquaint  you  that  the  'Viper'  seldom  returns  from 
Lisbon    without    bringing    out    some    unfortunate    individuals 
(embarked  under  their  authority)  who  are  politically  compro- 
mised.    I  shall   withhold  nothing  from  you.  Sir,  of  a  public 
nature,  and  shall  await  your  instructions  on  the  point  to  which  I 
have  now  alladed,  with  intense  anxiety." 
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"  To  Lord  WiUiam  Russell. 

"  Most  Secret. 

"  '  Asia,'  off  the  Tagus,  24tli  July,  1832. 

"  On  referring  to  the  copy  of  Lord  Palmerston's  letter  to 
Mr.  Hoppner  of  the  19th  of  May,  1831,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Princess  Isabella  (which  he  will  of  course  show  you),  and 
coupling  it  with  the  unvarying  and  positive  tenor  of  my  instruc- 
tions, as  well  as  our  late  correspondence  with  the  Portuguese 
Government,  in  which  the  professions  of  strict  neutrality  have 
been  reiterated,  you  will  see  how  impossible  it  is  for  me  to  allow 
the  *Romney,'  *  Viper,*  or  their  boats,  to  be  employed  in  the 
escape  of  Her  Royal  Highness,  but  if  she  can  find  means  to  come 
off  to  us,  I  will  most  gladly  station  the  ships  outside  in  con- 
venient positions  on  any  part  of  the  coast  that  may  be  appointed, 
and  the  Princess  will  be  received  with  all  the  consideration  duo 
tiO  her  rank  and  unfortunate  situation. 

''  A  frigate  shall  also  be  at  Her  Royal  Highness's  disposal  to 
convey  her  to  any  port  in  France  or  England,  but  you  will 
perceive  that  Oporto  and  the  Azores  are  not  admissible  by  Lord 
Palmerston's  letter.  I  will  write  by  the  first  opportunity  for 
iustructions  from  home  respecting  the  present  wishes  of  the 
Princess,  of  which  I  was  not  aware  before  the  departure  of  the 
•  Columbia.' 

'*  I  shall  be  most  ready  to  act  if  the  Government  will  give  me 
greater  latitude ;  in  the  meantime  your  Lordship  is  aware  how 
much  it  behoves  us  to  avoid  any  steps  that  may  embarrass  them 
at  t^is  critical  moment." 


"  To  Lord  William  Russell. 

"  *  Asia,'  off  the  Tagus,  24th  July,  1832. 

"  I  am  sorry  to  find  Dom  Pedro  is  laying  on  his  oars,  as  I 
fear  it  may  be  some  weeks,  rather  than  days,  before  he  appears 
in  this  vicinity,  and  I  doubt  whether  the  delay  will  strengthen  his 
cause. 

"  Sartorius  will  be  quite  prepared  to  receive  Rosa;  but  I 
think  the  latter,  notwithstanding  his  overwhelming  force,  will 
not  be  more  inclined  to  measure  with  him  than  with  his  pre- 
decessor Felix. 
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**  Your  letters  have  been  delivered  on  board  the  *  Bainha,' 
and  I  hope  to-morrow  to  be  able  to  send  those  for  Oporto 
forward. 

^'  The  exchange  of  salutes  with  Sartorius  took  place  as  soon 
as  I  could  move  the  squadron  without  prejudice  to  the  object 
that  brought  me  to  Gascaes,  for  it  could  not  with  propriety  have 
taken  place  ^while  we  occupied  that  anchorage.  The  circum- 
stance of  the  French  frigate  having  first  accomplished  this 
ceremony  therefore  was  accidental,  and  I  hope  it  will  not  prove 
so  unfavourable  to  the  popularity  of  the  English  as  you  seem  to 
apprehend^  though  I  assure  your  Lordship  I  should  feel  it  my 
duty  in  any  future  similar  case  to  pursue  the  same  line  of 
conduct  nnlesB  I  am  differently  itistructed, 

''  Tlie  "Vice- Admiral  requests  me  to  express  his  regret  that 
he  had  not  time  to  answer  your  letter,  but  that  in  all  matters  it 
is  the  wish  of  His  Imperial  Majesty  to  comply  with  the  desires 
of  the  English  Government  as  those  of  his  firmest  and  best 
friends.** 

"  To  Vice-Admiral  Sartorius. 
Extract. 

"  «  Asia,'  off  the  Tagos,  26th  July,  1832. 
^'  I  hope  you  will  take  immediate  measures  for  carrying  my 
official  request  into  effect  as  regards  British  colours." 


'*  To  Lord  William  BusseU. 

**  'Asia,'  off  the  Tagus,  half -past  2  o'clock,  28th  July,  1832. 

"  Since  writing  my  note  to  you  this  morning,  the  'Nautilus' 
has  joined  from  Oporto,  and  the  'Leveret,'  in  six  days,  from  Fal- 
mouth. As  I  am  very  anxious  to  put  you  in  possession  of  your 
despatches  and  letters,  which,  I  conclude,  will  communicate  to 
you  everything  that  has  reached  me,  I  shall  only  express  my 
regret  that  the  battle  won  by  Dom  Pedro  has  cost  so  dearly,  and 
without,  I  fear,  any  sufficient  result.     .... 

"  The  only  official  order  of  importance  I  have  received,  is  to 
afford  protection  to  the  defeated  Prince  (whichever  he  may  be), 
under  certain  restrictions,  that  are  doubtless  most  fully  explained 
to  your  Lordship." 
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To  the  same. 
Extract. 

"30th  July,  1832,  off  the  Tagus. 
"  I  hope  the  Lisbon  Constitutionalists  will  not  be  so  mad  as 
to  attempt  a  rising  while  Dom  Pedro  is  so  distant,  unless  thej 
are  strong  in  the  support  of  the  military.  I  cannot  believe  Dom 
Pedro  will  be  here  for  some  time,  and  we  must  take  advantage 
of  the  fine  weather  to  complete  our  water,  for  the  ships  are  not 
to  enter  the  Tagus,  unless  I  have  different  orders  from  home.*' 


"  To  Vice- Admiral  Sartorius. 

"  *  Asia,'  off  the  Tagus,  '2nd  August,  1832. 
"  In  my  hurried  letter  yesterday,  I  forgot  to  offer  my  thanks, 
which  I  do  very  sincerely,  for  your  proffered  assistance  about 
coals.  One  o£  the  vessels  now  in  Cascaes  (a  brig),  contains 
a  supply  sent  out  by  a  Government  contract  for  the  use  of 
our  steam  packets  from  Lisbon,  and  I  feel  assured  that  the 
Portuguese  authorities  will  not  dare  to  touch  any  of  them :  the 
others  are  on  private  account,  but  the  'Briton'  is  in  Cascaes 
Bay  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  our  jtLst  trade,  which  I  am 
anxious  to  explain  and  to  prevent  any  misunderstanding,  or 

attempt  of  your  boats  to  remove  them 

1  send  you  a  small  basket  of  fruit  just  received,  and  wish  it  was 
better  worth  your  acceptance."     .... 


"  To  Vice-Admiral  Sartorius. 

'*  Asia,'  off  the  Tagus,  3rd  August,  1832. 

"  The  tone  of  your  letter  just  received,  I  confess  rather  sur- 
prises me,  because  I  am  not  aware  that  any  thing  approaching  to 
the  language  of  menace  has  ever  been,  or  intended  to  be,  used. 

*'  Our  position  is  merely  this :  a  number  of  English  merchant 
vessels  with  cargoes,  in  no  way  contraband  of  war,  have  as- 
sembled off  the  Tagus  in  consequence  of  not  having  received 
information  either  of  the  embargo  or  blockade,  within  or  with- 
out, before  their  departure  from  their  own  shores. 

"  I  have  been  endeavouring,  in  conjunction  with  the  English 
Consul- General,  to  obtain  admission  for  these  vessels  to  Lisbon, 
but  without  the  slightest  intention  of  forcing  the  blockade  or 
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embargo  on  either  side.  While  these  negotiations  are  pending, 
the  'BritoDy'  amongst  other  dnties,  is  to  afford  them  protection 
and  any  assistance  they  may  require  in  their  neutral  character ; 
and  she  has  a  special  charge  of  the  vessel  loaded,  under  a 
GroTemment  conti*act,  with  coals  for  the  express  use  of  our  steam- 
packets.  With  the  other  vessels  with  coals,  1  have  no  concern, 
and  fully  admit  the  force  of  your  argument  as  regards  supplies 
of  cx>aLs,  which  may  be  applied  to  the  use  of  a  steam  vessel  in 
the  service  of  an  enemy.  In  the  event  of  any  of  the  British 
trade  in  Cascaes  Bay  being  allowed  to  enter  the  Tagus,  I  have 
no  intention  of  giving  passports  to  any  coals,  except  on  our 
own  Government  account.  In  reference  to  my  expression  just 
British  trade,  1  intended  that  it  should  bear  the  construction  of 
transactions  purely  neutral,  not  contraband  of  war.  And  my 
note  was  also  intended  as  a  friendly  intimation  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  collision  on  any  act  as  regards  the  English,  which 
might  he  better  avoided. 

**  You  will  recollect  in  a  former  letter  you  proposed,  indi- 
rectly, to  send  your  boats  to  Cascaes,  and  take  the  coal  vessel 
out.  In  my  reply  at  the  time  (written  under  a  great  pressure 
of  business)  I  inadvertently  omitted  to  notice  this,  but  when 
your  guard  boat  distinctly  informed  the  '  Viper,'  that  an  attack 
on  Cascaes  was  in  contemplation,  I  considered  it  was  for  the 
purpose  above  stated ;  and  with  that  view  wrote  to  you  yester- 
day to  guard  against  consequences  that  might  have  proved  more 
unfavourable  to  you  than  to  ourselves  in  their  results. 

"  As  an  individual  in  the  peculiar  situation  in  which  you  are 
placed,  believe  me  I  do  not  expect  more  preference  towards 
Great  Britain  than  may  accord  with  the  interest  of  one  friendly 
power  towards  another. 

"  My  public  conduct,  I  hope,  will  always  be  in  correspond, 
ence  with  my  instructions,  and  my  private  with  the  dictates  of  a 
clear  conscience." 


•*  To  Lord  William  Russell. 
Extract. 

"  •  Asia,'  off  the  Tagus,  2nd  August,  1832. 
"  With  regard  to  the  Spanish  Minister's  complaints  I  feel  little 
concern ;  they  are  all  trifling  or  absurd,  and  1  shall  not  have  much 
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difficulty  in  answering  for  my  sins  about  the  salute ;  but  I  confess, 
my  Lord,  I  shall  not  feel  quite  so  indifEerent  about  the  represen- 
tations which  assuredly  will  be  urged  respecting  the  numerous 
refugees,  which  are  ooustantly  sent  out  in  the  '  Viper,'  and  I  can 
scarcely  imagine  that  you  can  be  aware  of  the  description  of  the 
individuals  who  are  thus  talking  advantage  of  our  flag  and  inter- 
course maintained  under  the  pledge  and  faith  of  neutrality.  Out 
of  thirteen  that  came  to-day,  it  does  not  appear,  by  their  own 
showing  to  us,  that  more  than  five  were  in  serious  danger,  and 
the  schooner  must  not,  indeed,  become  the  vehicle  of  escape  for 
any  but  extreme  cases.  Her  present  character  is  a  sacred  one, 
for  which  I  am  responsible  ;  for  though  I  am  convinced  you  will 
readily  bear  your  share  of  the  transaction  with  the  Gk)vernmeDt, 
yet  you  must  be  fully  aware  that  this  exoneration  can  never  be 
admitted  in  extenuation  of  any  dereliction  of  my  instructions,  or 
as  regards  the  conduct  of  the  squadron  and  service  entrusted  to 
mSf  except  on  the  points  of  aggression  by  the  Spaniards  on  Dom 
Pedro. 

'*  Lord  G-eorge  Paulet  informed  me  that  one  of  the  refugees 
sent  out  by  the  'Viper,'  and  forwarded  to  Oporto  by  the  *  Briton,' 
was  suspected  of  being  a  spy.  Sartorius  does  not  wish  to  be 
encumbered  with  them,  and  there  are  few  that  can  be  useful  as 
combatants. 

'*  Believe  me,  my  Lord,  I  do  not  make  these  observations 
invidiously,  but  under  a  strong  impression  of  the  exertion  that 
is  necessary  in  the  execution  of  an  intricate  service — I  had 
almost  said,  difficult — but  that  I  think  my  orders  and  instructions 
too  plain  to  be  misunderstood. 

*'  I  presume  Grovemment  have  sound  and  cogent  reasons  for 
their  policy  towards  this  country,  which,  as  far  as  I  have  known 
it,  has  never  varied.  I  shall  regret  that  the  English  become  so 
unpopular  at  Lisbon,  still  more  so  that  I  am  to  become  the 
noxious  person ;  but  it  will  not  weigh  with  me  as  a  hair  in  the 
balance,  compared  with  a  conscientious  discharge  of  my  duty 
and  the  approbation  of  the  Government."     .... 

"  Friday  morning,  2nd  August. 

"  P.S.  I  have  just  learnt  from  one  of  the  refugees  that  the 
Portuguese  Government  have  a  full  knowledge  of  every  in- 
dividual that  has  been  sent  out  by  the  '  Viper.' "    ^     .     .     .     . 
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JExtrads  from  the  AdmiraVs  Journal, 

''August  the  14th.  Lieuteiiant  Jjapidge  arrived  in  the 
•  Leveret/  with  accouiits  of  the  hostile  squadrons  being  off  Oporto 
on  the  12th.  The  A.D.C.  of  the  Governor  of  Cascaes  came  on 
board  with  a  letter,  requesting  to  know  the  character  of  the 
small  English  vessels  lying  here.     .... 

"  On  the  15th,  observed  a  boat  from  the  Portuguese  brig  of 
war,  '  TaguSy*  proceed  on  board  the  English  sloop,  with  butter 

frona  ,  bound  to  Lisbon,  and  proposing  to  examine  her 

cargo.  Sent  Lieutenant  Henry  to  express  my  astonishment  at 
this  liberty  being  taken  with  an  English  vessel,  lying  close  to  my 
flag-ship,  without  any  previous  intimation,  and  desire  him  to 
retire  immediately,  which  he  did.  The  '  Tagus '  weighed  shortly 
afterwards,  and  returned  to  Lisbon. 

"  The  *  Columbia,*  steam-packet,  6  days  from  Falmouth, 
arrived,  received  despatches  by  her,  and  letters  Nos.  46  and  47 
from  the  Foreign  Office. 

"  The  Portuguese  squadron,  consisting  of  one  74,  one  frigate, 
and  three  corvettes  appeared  off  the  '  Quia '  Point.  Lieutenant 
Nicholas  Cory  *  joined  the  *  Asia.' 

"  On  the  18th,  the  whole  of  the  Portuguese  squadron  went 
into  the  Tagus." 

The  following  occurrence  is  noted  in  the  Journal 
of  this  time.     The  Admiral  made  the  signal  to  the 

"R ''  that  the  furling   of  her  sails  was  to  be 

mended,  on  which  her  Captain  sent  a  Lieutenant  on 
board  to  inquire  why  this  signal  had  been  made  !  The 
Admiral  saw  the  Lieutenant  and  desired  him  to  tell 

*  This  officer  entered  the  Navy  as  an  able  seaman  in  1806, 
was  rated  a  midshipman  in  1808,  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Lieu- 
tenant in  1815,  and  to  that  of  Commander  in  1836  ;  served  as 
Commander  of  the  "North  Star'*  under  Commodore  Lord  John 
Hay,  and  attained  post  rank  in  1840.  He  subsequently  com- 
manded the  *'*'  Southampton,"  and  died  as  as  a  retired  Yice- 
Admiral  in  1864.     He  iras  an  excellent  seaman. 
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his  Captain  that  he  made  the  signal  because  the 
ship's  sails  were  badly  furled.  On  the  Lieutenant 
returning  to   his  ship,  with   this  message,  Captain 

made    a    signal,    "  Of   a    different    opinion.** 

On  this,  the  Admiral  made  the  signal  for  him  to 

come   on   board ;   Captain  ,  however,  sent   his 

Commander  to  say  he  was  unwell,  but  would  come 
when  he  was  better.  The  Admiral  sent  back  a 
message  by  the  Commander,  expressive  of  his  as- 
tonishment that  such  an  improper  signal  should 
have  been  made.     A  few  hours  after  this  Captain 

came    on  board,    and   was  received    on   the 

quarter-deck  by  the  Admiral,  who  told  him  dis- 
tinctly and  publicly  that,  unless  he  received  from 
him  a  written  apology,  the  matter  would  be  reported 
to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty.  The  Captain  de- 
miurred,  but  the  Admiral  was  always  firm  on  ques- 
tions of  discipline,  and  on  the  21st,  Captain 

having  spoken  to  Captain  Eichards,  and  ascertained 
from  that  officer  that  there  was  only  one  way  of 
avoiding  a  Court-martial,  tendered  a  written  apology, 
which  the  Admiral  accepted.  The  Journal  con- 
tinues— 

"  On  the  2lBt,  wrote  two  letters  to  Visconde  Santarem,  re- 
quiring the  admission  of  British  vessels  into  the  Tagns,  on  the 
gronnd  of  snch  permission  haying  been  granted  to  Austrian  and 
Brazilian  ships,  and  demanded  the  restitntion  of  the  English  brig 
*  Liberty,'  nnjastifiablj  seij^ed  at  Figueras.  Sent  them  by  a 
midshipman  of  the  '  Caledonia/     .... 

"  On  the  24th,  the  "*  Pantaloon '  arrived,  express,  with  de- 
spatches, ten  days  from  Falmouth,  conveying  the  approbation  ot 
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the  Admiralty,  on  the  steps  hitherto  taken  by  me  on  the  servioe 
I  am  employed  on.  At  2^  the  *  Orestes '  arrived  to  join  my 
squadron. 

^^  Saturday  y  25tli.  Saw  the  squadron  of  Vice- Admiral  Sartorios 
ontaide,  consisting  of  2  frigates,  1  brig,  2  schooners,  and  2  steam- 
vessels The  A.D.G.  of  the  QoTei*nor  of  Cascaes 

came  on  board  with,  a  letter,  requesting  me  to  move  the  squadron 
from  the  front  of  the  batteries  and  anchor  off  Ouia  Point,  to 
which  I  conld  not  accede." 


"  To  Lord  William  Russell. 
Extract. 

''  'Asia,'  in  Cascaes  Bay,  8th  August,  1832. 
*'  I  cannot  but  notice,  with  regret,  the  observation  in  your 
lordship's  last  note  respecting  those  refugees  who  were  in  the 
'  Royalist,'  because  I  confess  it  appears  to  cast  a  kind  of  sweeping 
cenaure,  which,  under  the  actual  circumstances,  is  unmerited, 
and  which,  individually,  I  was  not  prepared  to  expect.     Those 
refugees  came  out  in  the  'Viper,'  on  the  evening  of  the  29th 
ultimo,    and  were  immediately  transferred  to  the   'Royalist,' 
because   that  brig  was    then   under    orders    for    Oporto   and 
England,  and  this  arrangement  was  intended  as  an  accommoda- 
tion to  them,  as  Admiral  Sartorius  did  not  wish  to  have  any 
more  sent  to  him.     I  did  not  receive  one  line  to  point  out  the 
high  rank  or  connections  of  several  of  those  whom  you  have  now 
alluded  to,  and  for  obvious  reasons  (imposed  by  my  peculiar 
position  here)  I  have  carefully  avoided  personal  communication 
with  any  of  them.    Calms  for  two  days  prevented  the  '  Royalist ' 
from  proceeding,  and  in  the  mean  time  the  '  Hermes '  arrived, 
bringing  me  intimation  that  a  small  vessel  was  to  be  sent  to 
England,  if  practicable,  between  the  departure  of  the  steam - 
packets.     The  '  Royalist '  was  therefore  detained. 

"I  did  not  attempt  to  put  these  refugees  on  board  the 
'Hermes,'  on  her  return  off  Oporto,  because  it  involved  a  ques- 
tion which  would  have  given  the  Portuguese  Government  strong 
ground  for  the  exclusion  of  subsequent  packets  from  the  Tagus, 
which,  in  fact,  has  been  ordered,  and  is  now  brought  under  the 
consideration  of  our  Government. 
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'*  I  did  not  remove  the  refugees  to  any  of  the  other  ships  of 
the  squadron,  because,  independently  of  their  liability  to  lose 
their  passage  from  the  'Royalist'  being  suddenly  detached  in 
the  night,  or  in  weather  unfavourable  for  getting  on  board 
her,  1  was  anxious  not  to  have  these  men  in  the  ships  of  the 
squadron  to  multiply  mischievous  reports  for  the  newspapers, 
which  have  already  caused  much  annoyance  to  our  Ministers. 
The  invalids  for  England,  which  had  been  sent  to  the  '  Boyahst^' 
were  withdrawn,  to  afford  the  strangers  more  accommodation, 
and,  it  may  be  noticed  by  the  way,  that  each  of  the  large 
ships  have  at  this  moment  four  or  five  extra  officers  of  Marines 
in  their  messes,  who  are  unprovided  with  cabins,  and  obliged 
to  roagh  it  as  they  can. 

"  Now,  my  Lord,  ten  out  of  the  twelve  refugees  on  board  the 
brig  messed  with  the  officers:  it  must  be  remembered  the 
squadron  has  been  some  weeks  at  sea,  and  if  they  had  not  fresh 
provisions  to  offer  their  guests,  the  latter  have  at  least  partaken 
of  the  food  which  the  English  gentlemen  had  to  live  upon,  and 
what  little  supplies  they  possessed  beyond  the  King's  allowance 
had  been  cheerfully  shared.  The  refugees  came  without  beds, 
and  there  were  none  to  offer  them,  but  all  available  means  were 
at  once  employed  for  their  comfort.  I  believe  the  whole  were 
sensible  of  this,  and  the  13  who  have  been  on  board  the 
'Asia'  have  this  morning,  previous  to  their  quitting  us,  fully 
expressed  their  gratitude  for  the  kindness  shown  them.  It  pains 
me  to  be  obliged  to  justify  any  of  the  squadron,  or  myself,  from 
the  bare  suspicion  of  inhumanity  towards  these  unfortunate 
persons,  and  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  subjected  to  a  repetition  of  it. 

*'  Admiral  Sartorius  has  not  been  able  to  make  any  decisive 
attack ;  two  distant  skirmishes  havt^  alone  resulted,  and 
his  corvette  had  parted  company  when  the  'Leveret'  left 
them. '.«.... 


"  To  Vice- Admiral  Sartorius. 

"  '  Aaia,'  Cascaes  Bay,  9th  August,  1832. 
"  I  fear  that  neither  my  last  letter,  nor  Mr.  Lapidge's  verbal 
explanation  have  quite  satisfied  you  that  my  note  of  the  2nd  of 
August  was  intended  as  a  friendly  intimation,  not  to  annoy  you, 
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bat  to  prevent  axiy  mipleajsant  occnrrence  either  from  inadvert- 
enoe,  or  misapprehension,  on  either  side.  I  shall  be  sorry  if  I 
shoald  be  misnnderstood,  but  I  can  saj  no  more. 

'*  Yon  know  very  well,  my  good  friend,  that  it  is  my  dniy  to 
assist  and  protect  onr  nentral  trade  and  shipping  wherever  I  may 
find  them,  and  by  any  ship  I  find  best  adapted  to  the  service. 
I  have  never  suspected  that  you  were  inimical  to  either,  pray, 
therefore,  do  not  start  any  question  on  the  subject.  The 
'Briton '  had  various  duties  to  perform  in  Cascaes  Bay." 


From  Sir  James  Qraham. 
"  Private. 

"Admiralty,  12th  August,  1832. 
"I  received  your  private  letters,  from  54  to  57  inclusive,  late 
last  night ;  and  I  felt  the  difficulty  of  your  position  to  be  such 
that  I  could  not  allow  24  hours  to  elapse  without  sending  you 
precise  instructions,  which  will,  I  hope,  relieve  your  anxiety. 

'*  We  have  every  reason  to  be  more  than  satisfied  with  your 

prudence,  sound  judgment,  and  straightforward  conduct.     You 

have  rightly  interpreted  the  instructions  of  your  Government, 

and  strictly  adhered  to  that  neutrality  which  our  plighted  honour 

to  Spain  renders  a  paramount  duty.     I  feel  that  it  is  quite 

superfluous  to  give  you  any  additional  directions;  all  foreseen 

cases  are  provided  for,  and  in  unforeseen  cases  I  can  rely,  with 

perfect  confidence,  on  your  discretion,  certain  that  you  will  act, 

exactly  as  you  have  done,  in  the  spirit  of  your  Qovermnent, 

which  I  have  endeavoured  fully  to  make  known  to  you.     In 

cases  where  life  is  at  stake,  you  will  always  consult  the  dictates 

of  humanity  ;  where  poKcy  alone  is  to  be  courddered,  a  real  aud 

honest  neutrality  must  be  your  guide. 

**  If  you  can  get  water  in  Gascaes  Bay,  by  any  open  means,  it 
will  be  a  great  advantage;  but  on  no  account  allow  any  decep- 
tion to  be  practised  for  this  purpose,  either  by  *  "Viper*  or  the 
boats  of  the  *  Romney  ;'  and,  if  you  cannot  get  water,  you  must 
let  us  know  at  once,  and  we  will  relieve  your  ships  one  by  one, 
recalling  them  to  Plymouth.  ^ 

^'  Send  back  the  '  Pantaloon '  as  soon  as  you  can." 
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*'  To  Captain  Markland,  H.M.S.  *  Briton.'  " 

"  *  Aflia,'  Cascaes  Bay,  24th  Angust,  1832. 

"  Although  I  am  qaite  pen- weary,  having  heen  incessantlj  at 
work  with  this  everlasting  qioill  the  last  48  hours,  I  cannot  omit 
a  few  lines  to  thank  jou  for  your  note  by  the  *  Pantaloon,'  by 
which  you  will  forward  all  the  intelligence  you  may  have  to 
communicate  as  expeditiously  as  you  are  able;  and  I  must, 
indeed,  refer  you  to  Mr.  Dacres*  for  the  subject  of  our  gossip 
here. 

'^  Sartorius  is  again  oS  the  Tagus,  but  keeps  under  weigh  ; 
and  Dom  Moloch  insists  on  his  fleet  giving  him  the  meeting,  in  a 
day  or  two,  much  against  the  wish  of  the  officers. 

'*  The  frigate  has  shifted  her  foremast,  and  the  74  fished  her 
mainmast,  which  were  both  wounded,  and  they  confess  they 
were  greatly  harassed  by  Sartorius'  frequent  attacks  during 
their  late  cruize.  I  believe  they  lost,  altogether,  3  killed  and  20 
or  30  wounded.     Sartorius  something  less* 

'*  There  has  been  a  sad  execution  lately  at  Lisbon,  of  a  poor 
wretch  who  was  accused  of  assisting  in  the  embarkation  of 
refugees  to  join  Dom  Pedro,  I  believe,  in  the  'Viper.'  It  was 
accompanied  by  some  acts  of  barbarity  degrading  to  humanity 
and  to  any  country  affecting  civilization,  which  Mr.  Dacres  will 
relate.  A  most  diabolical  publication  has  also  issued  from  the 
Government  press,  written  by  a  priest,  who  recommends  the 
necessity  of  a  repetition  of  the  Sicilian  Vespers,  and  the  utter 
extermination  of  Malhados  f — men,  women,  and  children !  But 
all  remains  quiet  in  Lisbon ;  at  least,  there  has  been  no  overt 
act  of  violence,  although  it  is  greatly  apprehended  by  the  in- 
habitants."    .... 


"  To  Vice- Admiral  Sartorius. 

"  '  Asia,'  Cascaes  Bay,  29th  August,  1832. 
*'  I  freely  admit  that  you  have  adduced  many  cogent  reasons 
for  warning  off  the  Spanish  brig,  *  Quadiana,'  nor  is  it  my  pro- 


*  The  present  Admiral  Sir  Sydney  Dacres,  G.C.B.,  Governor 
of  Greenwich  Hospital, 
t  See  page  104. 
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Txnce,  or  intention,  to  offer  anj  opinion,  except  as  a  pacific  and 
private  mediator,  in  a  case  that  rests  exclusively  between  the 
Groremment  of  Dom  Pedro  and  Spain. 

"  It  is  not,  Koweyer,  to  be  concealed  that  the  latter  is  exceed- 
inglj  incensed,  it  has  made  very  strong  representations  on  the 
subject  to  the  British  Goyemment,  and,  I  presume,  a  still  more 
forcible  demand  for  redress  for  the  alleged  insult  will  be  ad- 
dressed to  that  of  Dom  Pedro.  I  will  only  observe  that  the  act 
of  ordering  off  a  national  brig  of  war,  is  in  itself  a  strong 
measure,  but  this  becomes  more  so  in  its  various  ramifications, 
and  it  must  be  remembered  that  while  British  Military  Officers 
were  conrteously  permitted  to  visit  and  watch  the  cantonments 
of  the  Spanish  troops  on  the  frontiers  of  Portugal,  to  satisfy 
themselves  that  the  professed  neutrality  was  inviolably  main- 
tained, the  *  G-uadiana  "  might  very  fairly  claim  a  similar  privi- 
lege, with  regard  to  the  operations  of  the  English  squadron,  and 
it  cannot  be  unknown  to  you,  that  in  the  event  of  any  hostile 
movement  being  made  or  excited  by  the  forces  of  Dom  Pedro,  no 
co-operation  would  in  such  case  be  allowed  on  our  part, 

'^  You  must  be  the  best  judge  how  far  these  considerations 
should  weigh  with  you,  but  I  am  not  saying  too  much  in  assur- 
ing you  that  all  your  best  friends  are  strongly  impressed  with 
the  propriety  and  good  policy  of  your  affording  to  the  Court  of 
Spain  eveiy  reasonable  and  palliative  explanation  of  the  trans- 
action tiiat  the  case  admits." 


"  To  Lord  William  Russell. 
Eixtract. 

'* '  Asia,'  in  Cascaes  Bay,  29th  August,  1832. 

"It  is  right,  however,  that  I  should  observe  to  your  Lord- 
ship, confidentially,  that  I  cannot  hold  the  presence  of  a  Spanish 
naval  force  off  Oporto  as  an  act  of  hostility,  unless  their  troops 
also  pass  the  Portuguese  frontier  (which  they  are  very  likely  to 
do),  and,  if  such  movement  is  not  provoked  by  any  act  of  Dom 
Pedro's  forces,  our  line  of  duty  as  o^onetits  becomes  unquestion- 
able. 

"  In  contemplation  of  our  arriving  at  this  point,  my  thoughts 
will  be  directed  to  the  most  effectual  mode  of  co-operation." 

VOL.  II.  K 
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From  Sir  James  Graham, 

"  Private  and  Confidential. 

"  Devonport,  30tli  August,  1832, 

*^  I  am  here  with  Sir  Thomas  B^rdj  and  Admiral  Dundas  on 
a  tour  of  official  inspection  of  the  dockyards,  and  I  have  had  no 
opportunity  of  communicating  with  Lord  Grey,  Lord  Palmerston, 
or  any  of  my  colleagues  since  the  receipt  of  your  despatch. 
No.  190,  dated  August  16th,  which  has  been  forwarded  to  me  at 
this  place  by  the  Admiralty. 

"  It  will  be  satisfactory  to  you  to  know  that  I  and  the  two 
Admirals  of  the  Board  here  present,  consider  your  explanation 
with  regard  to  the  allegations  of  the  Spanish  Captain  perfect  in 
every  point. 

"And  we  are  of  opinion  that  on  this,  as  on  all  other 
occasions,  you  have  a<;ted  with  sound  judgment  and  most  exem- 
plary caution. 

"I  am  not  aware  of  the  nature  of  the  instructions  which 
you  may  ^ceive  by  this  packet,  or  by  the  '  Echo,'  from  London, 
where,  in  concert  with  the  Spanish  and  Foreign  Ministers,  Lord 
Palmerston  must  have  decided  on  the  line  of  policy  to  be 
adopted  by  Great  Britain  in  the  possible  event  of  Spain  inter- 
fering to  resent  the  injury  offered  to  her  flag  by  Admiind 
Sartorius.  I  must,  therefore,  express  myself  with  reserve; 
but  it  would  appear  to  me,  that  Admiral  Sartorius,  in  his  letter 
to  the  Spanish  Captain,  does  not  rest  his  case  on  tenable 
grounds,  when  he  vindicates  his  warning  off  a  neutral  of 
one  nation  in  the  presence  of  armed  vessels  belonging  to  other 
neutral  Powers,  not  on  account  of  any  overt  acts  inconsistent 
with  neutrality,  but  of  '  appearances  too  far  removed  from  it,' 
'  the  sentiments  of  the  Spajiish  Government,'  *  intentions 
covertly  hostile,'  and  other  vague  expressions,  which  cannot,  I 
think,  justify  a  course  so  very  decisive  as  the  one  on  which 
he  has  ventured.  With  regard  also  to  the  Spanish  merchant 
vessel,  the  case  entirely  turns  on  the  facts  which  are  disputed : 
if  she  were  about  to  anchor  in  Cascaes  Bay,  out  of  gun-shot 
from  the  shore  among  the  ships  of  other  neutrals,  surely 
Admiral  Sartorius  was  not  justified  in  capturing  her :  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  she  was  entering  the  Tagus  and  within  gun-shot  of 


1832]  TH£    UJPK    OF   Bill  W.   PABKER.  131 

the  shoie^  she  -was  violatmg  the  blockade,  and  the  seunire  may  be 
defeDsible. 

''Bat  on  the  ^vrliole  these  yery  doabtfal  circamstanoes  require 
peculiar  caation  on  your  part,  even  if  Spain,  seeking  a  cause  of 
quannel,  ahoold  commence  riavcU  hostilities  with  Admiral  Sar- 
torius;  and  unless  your  orders  from  London  are  precise,  and 
direct  you  in  expresB  terms  how  to  proceed,  it  would  be  wise  to 
paofle  beCore  you.  decided  that  such  an  hostile  movement  on  the 
part  of  Spain  constituted  the  interference  oontemplated  in  your 
original  instructions,  which  would  authorise  you  at  once  to  take 
part  with  Doxn  Pedro.  So  complicated  a  case  would  require 
immediate  reference  to  your  Gbvemment  for  fresh  instructions 
before  you  Sicted  decisively. 

"  I  have  stated  to  you  that  I  write  this  letter  not  knowing 
what  my  oolleagu.es  in  London  may  have  decided;  but  1  am 
unwilling  to  have  you  ignorant  of  my  sentiments,  when  you 
must  be  anxious  to  know  the  wishes  of  the  Admiralty,  and  on 
the  whole  this  letter  may  relieve  you  from  some  weight  of 
responsibility  under  difficult  circumstances.  1  think  it  right, 
therefore,  thus  to  write  to  you,  though  not  with  the  full  autho* 
nty  of  the  Government.  I  rraiain  always  with  sincere  respect, 
Ac." 


"  Devonport,  31st  August,  1832. 

*^  Since  I  wrote  to  you  yesterday,  I  have  received  from 
London  the  draft  of  the  secret  despatch  from  the  Foreign  Office 
to  the  ALdmiralty,  on  whidi  the  instructions  sent  to  you  by  the 
'Echo'  will  be  founded. 

*'I  need  not  state  to  you,  that  it  must  be  your  duty  to 
endeavoor  to  carry  these  orders  into  effect;  great  latitude, 
I  observe,  is  left  to  your  discretion,  and  I  am  glad  of  it ;  for  I 
r^KMe  great  confidence  in  yonr  prudence,  and  I  consider  it  an 
object  o£  national  importance,  that  we  should  not  be  dragged  as 
principals  into  this  contest^  at  its  close,  and  that  the  use  of  force, 
to  cover  the  retreat  of  Dom  Pedro  should,  if  possible,  be 
avoided,  since  I  fear  such  a  measure  may  cast  a  shade  of  doubt 
over  our  strict  neutrality,  and  involve  us  in  future  difficulties, 
which  cannot  now  be  foreseen. 

K   2 
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"  I  am  snre  you  will  act  with  discretion,  and  your  past  con- 
duct entitles  you  to  the  full  support  of  the  Government  under 
the  responsibility  of  the  difficult  duty  which  is  imposed  on  you. 

"  I  am,  Ac, 

"J.  R.  G.GRAHAM." 

On  the  3rd  of  September,  the  Admiral  weighed 
from  Cascaes  Bay  and  cruized  outside  the  Tagus,  but 
returned  on  the  7th,  on  receiving  information  from 
Lord  William  RusseU  that  Spain  would  probably 
interfere  in  favour  of  Dom  Miguel.  On  the  1 1th  the 
Portuguese  squadron,  consisting  of  one  74,  1  frigate, 
2  large  corvettes,  2  large  brigs,  and  a  steam- vessel 
"  Restaurador,''  came  out  of  the  Tagus.  The  steamer 
attracted  the  Admiral's  attention  from  her  being  deep 
and  having  coals  on  her  deck.  On  the  12th,  strong 
N.E.  breezes  prevailed,  and  she  foundered.  One  of 
the  brigs  carried  away  both  topmasts. 

"  To  Captain  Markland,  H.M.S.  '  Briton/ 
Extract. 

"  *  Asia,'  off  the  Tagus,  September  4tli,  1832. 
"  Accept  my  thanks  for  your  letter  by  the  *  Hermes.'  My 
official  communication  will  give  full  answers  to  your  observa- 
tions about  the  sloops  entering  the  Douro,  which  must  not  be 
done,  except  in  a  case  of  urgent  necessity,  without  orders  from 
home.  You  must  bear  in  mind  that  such  an  act  would  probably 
be  made  the  pretext  for  the  Spanish  troops  crossing  the  fron- 
tier, which  (subject  to  other  contingencies)  would  be  followed 
by  hostilities  on  our  part,  and  perhaps  a  general  war  in  Europe ; 
this  our  Ministers  wish  to  avert,  and  we  have  X)nly  to  obey  their 
orders  to  the  best  of  our  ability,  leaving  on  them  the  responai- 
l^ility  and  the  odium  or  praise  of  any  measure  that  may  be  un- 
popular or  otherwise  with  the  people  of  England,  As  servants 
of  the  Crown  we  must  be  governed  by  this  principle,  or  their 
wisest  plans  may  be  defeated ;  but  where  discretion  is  left,  let 
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the  honour  and  interest  of  our  country,  under  the  exercise  of 
hnmanity-y  be  our  guide." 


"  To  Vice- Admiral  Sartorius. 
Extract. 

*< '  Asia,'  CaBcaes  Baj,  10th  September,  1832. 

"  The  •  Orestes '  goes  to  Oporto  this  evening,  and  if  Spain 
continxies  lier  menacing  position,  I  shall,  perhaps,  detach  a  mnch 
stronger  force  ofE  the  Douro,  to  protect  our  countrymen  when- 
ever  the  Portuguese  squadron  proceeds  actually  in  that  direction. 

"  We  shall,  however,  sacredly  observe  the  professed  neutra- 
lity,  unless  Spain  infringes  it  without  just  cause." 


Trom  Sir  James  Ordham, 
"  Private. 

"  Admiralty,  16th  September,  1832. 

**  Having  written  to  you  from  Devonport  in  anticipation  of 
the  instnictions,  which  will  be  conveyed  to  you  by  the  *  Echo,' 
respecting  the  use  of  force  to  cover  the  retreat  of  Dom  Pedro  in 
certain  circumstances,  which  are  fully  explained  in  those  in- 
structions,  I  can  only  repeat  the  sentiments  of  my  former  letter, 
and  express  an  earnest  hope,  that  recourse  to  this  extremity  may 
be  avoided  by  you ;  since  I  fear  the  consequences  of  the  com- 
mencement of  active  hostiUties  on  our  part;  and  if  you  can 
efiEect  the  object  of  these  instructions  by  negotiation  or  the 
demonstration  of  force  without  coming  to  blows,  you  will  render 
to  your  country  an  important  service. 

^*  You  wiU  also  be  aware  of  my  opinion  respecting  the  merits 
of  the  quarrel  between  Spain  and  Sartorius :  it  is  a  very  doubt- 
fnl  case ;  and  the  appearance  of  a  Spanish  naval  force  off  the 
Douro  or  the  Tagus,  would  not  be  sufficient  to  justify  your 
departure  from  the  strict  neutrality  prescribed  by  your  original 
instructions.  Unless  the  Spaniards  at  once  proceeded  to  attack 
the  fleet  of  Sartorius  without  demanding  or  waiting  for  ex- 
planations, a  course  which  could  not  be  justified ;  your  duty  will 
be  to  watch  their  movements  and  to  overawe  them  by  your  con- 
stant presence,  but  to  avoid  a  rupture,  until  you  receive  further 


134  THE  LIFE  OF  SIR  W.    FABKEB.  [1832 

and  more  direct  infitructions  from  home.  Lord  Paknerston  has 
acquainted  Lord  William  Bnssell,  that  this  is  the  decision  of 
the  Gk>veriiment,  and  correspondiDg  instructions  being  sent 
fix)m  the  Foreign  Office  to  Lord  William  and  to  you  from  the 
Board,  no  mistake  or  misunderstanding  can  arise. 

'*  During  these  equinoctial  gales,  and  with  the  prospect  of  a 
winter's  beat  o£f  the  Tagus,  the  order  to  run  for  shelter  in  case 
of  necessity  under  the  lee  of  the  Gies  Islands  will,  I  hope,  be 
some  relief  to  you ;  and  the  instruction  to  the  officers  command- 
ing the  ships  entering  the  Douro  is  so  full  and  explicit  that  it 
requires  no  comment,  and  precludes,  I  trust,  the  possibility  of 
misconception.  I  cannot  conclude  without  informing  you,  that 
T  communicated  your  letters  to  His  Majesty,  and  to  use  the 
words  in  his  own  handwriting  now  before  me,  *  he  entirely 
approves  of  the  caution,  prudence,  and  discretion  of  the  worthy 
Admiral.' 

'*  I  will  not  repeat  my  own  sentiments  on  this  subject,  ex- 
cepting to  assure  you,  that  your  temper  and  just  discrimination 
in  your  discussions  with  Lord  William  Bxissell  on  doubtful 
points  connected  with  your  instructions,  and  your  firm  adherence 
to  the  policy  and  wishes  of  your  Government  in  every  circum- 
stance, appear  to  me  to  be  worthy  of  the  highest  commendation.'* 


From  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Hardy. 

Admiralty,  15th  September,  1832. 
The  '  Diligence '  transport  has  sailed  with  provisions  for 
your  squadron,  and  the  '  Jupiter '  will  sail  in  a  few  days  from 
Plymouth  with  all  the  stores  that  you  have  demanded. 

"  You  will  receive  instructions  by  the  *  Echo '  that  I  trust 
will  place  you  and  Lord  William  Bussell  on  equal  terms,  at  least 
Sir  James  Graham  and  myself  have  tried  hard  to  accomplish 
this  object. 

"  You  of  course  can  take  your  squadron  to  Vigo  Bay  when- 
ever you  think  it  right  so  to  do.  You  will  see  that  Markland 
has  permission  to  take  the  '  Briton '  into  Oporto,  if  he  judges 
it  safe  so  to  do,  if  not,  you  must  send  in  as  many  small  craft  as 
you  can  spare  :  it  is  for  you  and  Markland  to  judge  if  *  Childers ' 
will  suit  yoxir  purpose,  that  is,  provided  the  'Briton'  does  not 
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go  in.  You  will  be  much  gratified  with  the  First  Lord's  letter ; 
and  1  offer  you  my  sincere  cougratalations  on  your  having  acted 
so  completely  up  to  the  spirit  of  your  instmctions. 

**  The   *  Echo '    is   sent  to  the  Donro  for   the  purpose  of 
remoYuig  Pedro,  if  found  necessary.*' 

On  the  2l8t  of  September,  the  Admiral  again 
weighed,  and  leaving  Captain  HUlyar  senior  officer 
off  the  Tagus,  proceeded  himself  off  Oporto.*  The 
Marquis  Palmella  had  arrived  at  that  city  on  the 
22nd.  On  the  25th  the  Admiral  landed,  called 
on  Colonel  Hare  and  Count  Villa  Flor,  and  walked 
to  the  different  batteries.  It  was  quite  dark  when 
he  crossed  the  bar. 

On  the  2  7 thy  he  again  landed  and  went  all  round 
the  lines,  extending  over  four  miles,  with  Colonel 
Hare,  and  was  presented  to  Dom  Pedro  by  Count 
Villa  Flor.  Two  of  Dom  Pedro's  ships  who  had, 
very  improperly,  placed  themselves  close  to  the 
English  men-of-war,  were  fired  at  by  Don\  MigueFs 
troops.  The  Captain's  steward  of  the  "Childers" 
was  killed. 

On  the  28th  450  men,  with  two  steamers  and  a 
corvette,  were  sent  to  Aveiro.  On  the  29th,  Dom 
Miguel's  Saint's  Day,  a  general  and  well-sustained 
attack  was  made  by  his  army  against  the  lines  of 
Oporto,  which  was,  however,  repulsed.  The  attack- 
ing party  lost  about  2,000,  and  the  defenders  about 

*  The  late  Bear-Admiial  Sir  James  Hillyar,  K.C.B.,  espe- 
cially distinguished  for  his  captnre  of  the  '*  Essex,''  in  1814, 
while  in  command  of  the  "  Phcebe." 
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500  men.  On  the  30th,  the  expedition  sent  against 
Aveiro  having  been  repulsed,  returned,  and  on  the 
same  day  the  squadron  of  Dom  Pedro  started  in 
quest  of  some  Miguelite  ships  seen  off  Viana  by  the 
"  Briton." 

"  To  Captain  HiUyar,  R.N.,  C.B.,  H.M.S.  '  Caledonia.' 
Extract. 

" '  Asia,'  at  anchor  off  Oporto,  10th  October,  1832. 
*' We  were  obliged  to  take  to  our  canvas  on  the  night  of  the 
3rd,  and,  experiencing  the  same  weather  yon  met  with  off 
Lisbon,  had  some  difficulty  in  keeping  off  the  land  with  the 
awfnl  swell  that  rolled  in  for  six  days ;  however,  we  are  again 
at  an  anchor,  and  at  present  have  fine  weather.  All  has  been 
quiet  at  Oporto  since  the  attack  of  the  29th,  but  I  presume  it  is 
to  be  renewed  when  the  reinforcements  arrive  from  Lisbon. 
The  hostile  squadrons  are,  I  believe,  at  Vigo,  lying  quietly  near 
each  other." 


From  Sir  James  Ordham, 


"  Admiralty,  12th  October,  1832. 
"  I  have  hardly  a  moment  to  write  to  you  a  private  letter 
in  addition  to  the  pablic  orders  conveyed  to  you  from  the  Board 
by  this  opportunity.  You  will  find  the  instructions  with  respect 
to  the  ships  anchored  in  the  Douro  full  and  precise;  and  as 
usual  you  have  anticipated  all  my  wishes,  and  done  everything 
which  prudence  could  dictate,  or  firmness  and  the  honour  of  the 
flag  require.  The  '  Britannia '  will  join  you  from  Plymouth  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  the  '  St.  Vincent '  from  the  Mediterranean 
with  the  least  possible  delay,  but  we  must  have  the  '  Revenge  ' 
and  the  '  Talavera '  at  Spithead  without  the  loss  of  a  moment, 
for  our  position  with  Holland  is  most  critical,  and  an  immediate 
demonstration  on  the  part  of  France  and  England  is  the  only 
chance  left  of  preserving  the  peace  of  Europe.  I  can  place 
unbounded  reliance  on  your  judicious  arrangements  to  meet 
these  new  circumstances,  and  to  accommodate  your  plans  to  the 
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varying  amount  of  your  force  ;  but  when  the  '  St.  Yinoent '  joins 
yon,  you  will  be  more  powerfnl  than  ever."     .... 


From  Captain  the  Hon.  George  EUiot,  October  28,  1832. 
£ztract. 

"  You  will  be  satisfied,  I  hope,  with  the  yiew  the  Cabinet 
have  taken  of  your  conduct.  They  must  well  know  the  extreme 
difficulty  of  your  situation,  and  cannot  but  approve  of  your 
caution  and  judgment." 

Spain  at  this  time  was  also  on  the  eve  of  a 
dvil  war  ;  but  happily  for  the  Constitutional  parties 
in  Spain  and  Portugal,  this  evil  was  delayed. 
Ferdinand  VII^  whose  health  was  breaking  up,  had 
been  so  much  reduced  by  a  violent  paroxysm  of 
gout,  that  his  recovery  was  not  expected.  The 
Carlist  party  joined  with  the  Minister  Calomarde 
and  Antonini,  Envoy  from  the  Court  of  Naples,  and 
so  frightened  Queen  Christina  by  representing  the 
bloodshed  and  civil  war  that  would  prevail  should 
Don  Carlos  not  ascend  the  throne  on  the  death  of 
Ferdinand,  that  the  trembling  hand  of  the  sick 
monarch,  emaciated  in  body  and  weak  in  mind, 
signed  a  decree  restoring  the  Saliqne  Law,  the  pro- 
mulgation of  which  was  prevented  solely  by  the 
determination  of  the  President  of  the  CounciL  When 
tidings  of  this  proceeding  reached  the  Infanta 
Luisa-Carlotta  of  Naples,  then  in  Spain,  she  has- 
tened to  La  Granja,  upbraided  her  sister  for  her 
weakness,  and  calling  her  "Regina  delle  Galerie," 
roused  her  to  her  duty  as  Queen  and  Mother.  Cea 
Bermudez  left  Engla;nd  to  become  Prime  Minister 
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of  a  new  AdmiDistration,  and  a  formal  decree,  pro- 
mulgated by  Ferdinand  VII,  of  the  6th  of  Ocstober, 
appointed  Queen  Christina  Regent  until  his  complete 
recovery.  On  the  7th,  a  Royal  decree  re-opened  aU 
the  Universities,  which  had  been  closed  since  the 
last  French  Revolution ;  and  on  the  1 5th,  a  political 
amnesty  was  published,  under  which  those  who  had 
been  exiled  during  the  last  ten  years  were  enabled 
to  return  to  their  country.* 

The  bar  of  Oporto  is  frequently  impassable  from 
the  high  sea;  but  on  the  18th  of  October,  Admiral 
Parker  was  able  to  land  again,  and  the  Consul 
asked  him  to  protect  the  British  merchants  from  the 
Miguelites,  who,  with  6  mortars  and  12  heavy  guns, 
fired  on  the  Serra  Convent.  In  the  evening  in- 
telligence was  received  of  a  naval  action  between 
the  Pedroite  and  Miguelite  squadrons  on  the  1 1th, 
which  had  lasted  21^  hours  without  any  decisive 
result.  The  former  lost  15  killed  and  wounded, 
and  the  latter  bore  away  for  Lisbon.    . 

"  To  Vice- Admiral  Sartorius. 

**  *  Asia.,'  ofE  Oporto,  13th  October,  1882. 

"  We  liave  just  heard  of  yonr  action,  but  with  accounts  that 
differ,  and  I  fear  it  has  been  severe  on  you. 

"  I  send  an  officer  to  ofEer  anj  medical  aid,  and  if  1  can 
render  any  private  assistance,  I  shall  be  most  happy. 

"  I  hope  he  will  find  you  well,  but  I  am  afraid  you  have  not 
escaped  without  a  wound.  The  bombardment  is  heavy  on  the 
town  to-day,  and  some  poor  women  and  children  have  suffered 
under  it,  but  I  have,  as  yet,  only  heard  of  thirty  men." 

*  *^  EUstoria  Qeneral  de  Espana,"  completada  por  Eduardo 
Chao  capitato  LXTll,  tomo  3. 
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Oporto  iKras  again  attacked  on  the  14th,  and  on 
the  16th  three  English  brigs  arrived  with  154  English 
recruits  for  Dom  Pedro.  On  the  18th,  in  obedience 
to  orders  from  home,  Admiral  Parker  apprized  the 
Miguelite  General,  that  if  the  English  ships  in  the 
Douro  were  fired  at  without  provocation,  it  would 
he  considered  as  an  act  of  open  hostility, 

''  To  Lord  WiUiAin  BaaaeU. 

•*  'Asia,'  anchored  off  Oporto,  15th  October,  1832. 
"  The  long-expected  Bteam-pcMsket  has  at  length  reached  qr, 
and  will,  I  hope,  convey  firom  Oporto  the  latest  accounts.     A 
regular  and  heavy  bombardment  commenced  by  the  Mignelites 
on  tiie  morning  of  the  12th,  and  continued  without  intermission 
by  day,  and  at  intervals  throughout  the  night,  for  thirty-six 
hours;  upwards  of  1,000  shot  and  shells  were  thrown  into  it, 
and  against  the  Serra,  the  first  day,  and  caused  the  destruction 
of  some  houses,  though  happily  but  few  lives,  and  the  damage 
trifliug  considering  the  number  of  missiles  that  fell.     Yester- 
day evening,  and  in  the  early  part  of  the  night,  there  was  a 
heavy  firing,  and  a  serious  attack  of  musquetry,  which  we  sup- 
pose to  have  been  on  the  Serra,  but  the  colours  are  flying  this 
morning  on  the  summit  of  the  dome,  and  I  conclude  the  gal- 
lantry of  the  defenders  has  again  prevailed,  but  we  have  as  yet 
no  accounts.     The  return  fire  has  been  very  spirited  throughout. 
I  wish  they  had  more  guns  mounted.     The  hostile  squadrons 
sailed  from  Vigo  Bay  on  the  10th  of  October ;  and  the  following 
morning  an  action  ensued  which  lasted  from  two  till  half-past 
four  without  any  decisive  result.      Sartorius  had  shifted  his 
flag  temporarily  in  the  '  Donha  Maria,'  which  bore  the  brunt  of 
the  contest.     She  lost  twelve  killed  and  twenty-two  wounded, 
amongst  the  latter,  her    Captain  badly.     Many  of  the  small 
vessels  did  not  get  into  action.     JoSlo  Felix  was  closely  sup- 
ported by  his  frigate  and  '  Sybille,'  and  they  kept  up  a  very 
good  fire,  and  they  were  all  close  to  the  *  Dom  John.'     The 
*  Donha  Maria '  has  suffered  materially  in  masts  and  yards  ;  but 
Sartorius,  who  was  off  the  bar  yesterday,  to  land  his  wounded. 
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is  again  ready,  and  if  lie  does  not  find  Admiral  Felix  off  Aveiro 
or  Figneras,  he  will  return  off  Oporto  to  replenish  animnnition 
and  stores.  We  suppose  the  squadron  of  the  Miguelites  to  have 
gone  to  the  Tagns.     A  war  with  Belgium  appears  ineyitable." 


"  To  Admiral  the  Hon.  Sir  Henry  Hotham^ 
Commander-in-Chief,  Mediterranean. 

"  *  Asia,'  off  Oporto,  18th  October,  1832. 

"  After  dispatching  some  necessary  orders  for  the  ships  off 
Lisbon,  1  have  only  three  minutes  left,  of  which  1  can  avail 
myself  by  the  '  Confiance,'  but  cannot  allow  her  to  depart  with- 
out a  few  lines.  You  will  perceive  that  the  political  horizon  is 
very  stormy.  War  in  Belgium  almost  inevitable,  and  scarcely 
less  so  in  this  quarter,  for  with  so  many  conflicting  feelings,  it  is 
so  difficult  to  preserve  neutrality,  and  will  probably  end  in 
hostility. 

^*  Your  fine  ship  I  find  is  to  join  mQ  off  the  Tagus,  and  with 
three  first-rates  and  '  Asia,'  we  shall  have  no  difficulty  in  forcing 
oxir  way  up  the  river,  I  think,  if  it  is  allowed  by  our  Govern- 
ment. 

"Dom  Pedro's  affairs  are  doubtful,  but  the  failure  of  his 
finances  perhaps  the  greatest  cause  of  apprehension  as  to  his 
eventual  success.  His  troops  fight  gallantly,  and  have  given 
their  assailants  at  Oporto  a  severe  defeat  on  two  occasions,  but 
it  is  expected  the  attack  will  be  repeated. 

"At  present,  Dom  Pedro  is  confined  within  the  walls  of 
Oporto,  and  his  utmost  force  of  all  descriptions,  does  not  exceed 
between  9,000  and  10,000  men.  Miguel's  army,  when  re-inf orced, 
will  perhaps  amount  to  16,000  or  18,000.  I  fear  the  country  is 
generally  in  Miguel's  favour,  but  the  talent  and  respectability 
principally  with  Pedro. 

"  However,  as  the  prisons  are  all  full,  it  is  impossible  to  say 
what  exertions  might  not  be  made  by  Constitutional  influence  if 
their  doors  were  thrown  open. 

"  I  rejoice  to  hear  good  accounts  of  you.  I  have  already 
profited  by  the  good  services  of  your  old  shipmate  Drake,  who 
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would  have  been  commander  of  this  ship  if  he  had  not  been 
previonslj  employed  in  the  *  Britannia.'  " 

On  the  20tli,  the  Admiral  learnt  by  despatches 
from  Lisbon,  that  the  "  Caledonia  "  and  "  Revenge  ** 
had  entered  the  Tagus  on  the  18th,  on  the  strong 
requisition  of  Lord  William  Russell  and  Mr. 
Hoppner  in  consequence  of  Lord  William's  porter 
having  been  shot  by  the  police  within  the  gates  of 
his  yard.  On  receipt  of  this  news  the  Admiral  got 
under  way  for  Lisbon,  having  first  suppUed  the 
ships-of-war  in  the  Douro  with  provisions  and  stores, 
fix)m  his  flag-ship. 

It  is  noteworthy  that,  notwithstanding  the  nume- 
rous calls  on  his  time  and  attention,  he  always  foimd 
Insure  to  do  a  kind  act. 

"  To  Sir . 

"  *  Asia,'  off  Oporto,  19th  October,  1832. 
My  DBAS  Sib, 

*'  I  feel  so  much  for  yon  as  a  father  in  the  statement  yon 
niake  of  jonr  son's  case,*  that  although  1  shall  perhaps  trans- 
gress a  rule  of  strict  justice  to  another,  by  giving  him  the  pre- 
ference of  a  vacancy  in  the  'Asia,'  1  decide  at  once  to  receive 
him,  and  the  necessary  form  of  application  for  the  sanction  of 
the  Admiralty  will  accompany  this  letter  to  England. 

"  1  can  vrith  truth  add  that  it  will  afford  me  the  sincerest 
pleasure  if  I  am  in  any  way  accessory  to  the  professional  recla- 
mation of  your  son,  and  shall  on  every  account  rejoice  if  1  am 
able  at  a  reasonable  period  to  make  a  satisfactory  report  of  him. 

"  We  are  fortunate  in  a  most  gentlemanly,  sealous,  and  well- 


*  At  present  a  flag  officer,  who  not  only  fully  re-established 
his  character,  but  attained  considerable  distinction. 
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conducted  set  of  jonng  men  in  tliis  ship,  and  I  most  in  justice 
say  that  eyery  enconragement  will  be  given  to  real  merit  bjr 
Captain  Richards  and  the  senior  officers  of  the  '  Asia,'  who  are 
of  superior  order ;  bat  it  is  ri^t  that  jonr  son  should  distinctly 
understand  that  the  system  of  discipline  established  here  is  strict^ 
with  every  kind  consideration  for  the  comfort  of  all,  the  slightest 
departnre  from  the  most  respectfol  obedience  and  demeanour 
will  not  be  tolerated,  and  every  one  will  be  honestly  estimated 
without  favour,  according  to  their  deserts/' 


**  To  Lord  William  Bussell. 

'<  '  Asia,'  o&  the  Tagus,  23rd  October,  1832. 

*'  Tour  Lordship's  letter  by  the  '  Firebrand,'  reached  me  on 
the  20th  instant,  off  Oporto,  and  1  have  lost  no  time  in  repairing 
hither. 

*^  I  quite  concur  in  thinking  that  the  atrocious  murder  of 
your  servant  was  a  very  proper  ground  for  your  Lordship  to  re- 
quest Captain  Hillyar  to  bring  the  ^  Caledonia,'  and  *  Revenge,' 
into  the  Tagus.  But  1  must  confess  I  am  both  pained  and 
surprised  at  the  animadversions,  which  your  Lordship  thought 
proper  to  make  in  your  correspondence  with  that  Officer,  under 
date  of  the  16th  instant,  on  the  nature  of  my  orders  to  him,  be- 
cause they  correspond  precisely  with  the  instructions  I  am  acting 
under  from  the  Admiralty,  dated  15th  July,  and  of  which  1  had 
the  honour  to  furnish  your  Lordship  wil^  a  copy,  on  the  25th  of 
that  month. 

*'  It  is  unnecessary  to  ofEer  any  comment  to  a  military  officer, 
on  the  tendency  of  such  observations  being  made  to  a  subordi* 
nate  in  either  profession,  and  your  Lordship  must  be  aware  it 
did  not  become  me  to  delegate  to  any  under  my  command  an- 
thority  which  my  superiors  withheld  from  myself ;  indeed,  I  can 
only  reconcile  the  opinion  expressed  by  your  Lordship,  as  ema- 
nating from  some  communication  subsequently  received  from 
GK>vemment  of  a  different  character  from  any  that  I  am  in 
possession  of. 

*'  In  the  earnest  wish  of  avoiding  anything  like  misunder- 
standing of  our  relative  duties,  there  is  another  point  to  which  1 
feel  it  right  to  refer. 
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"  In  your  Ijordship's  letter  to  Captain  Hilljar,  of  the  15th 
instant,  you  assxinie,  as  a  matter  of  oonrse,  that  I  had  informed 
Captain  HiUyar  that  yon  were  anthorised  by  onr  Oovemment 
to  call  the  British  squadron  into  the  Tdgus,  whenever,  according 
to  yonr  instructions,  your  Lordship  thought  it  necessary. 

*'  I  wiU  be  frank,  my  Lord,  in  stating  that  I  cannot  find  any 
directions  in  those  issued  for  my  guidance,  giving  you  the  power 
this  implies.  The  safety  and  protection  of  our  countiymen  is  a 
primary  point  of  my  duty,  and  I  shall  be  always  most  ready  to 
receive  and  pay  the  utmost  attention  in  my  power  to  any  repre- 
sentation or  request  from  yourself,  or  the  Consul- General,  con- 
sistently with  the  execution  of  my  orders.  I  am,  indeed,  desired 
to  communicate  with  him  relative  to  the  security  of  the  residents, 
but  I  have  in  truth  considered  that  the  principal  object  of  your 
Lordship's  mission,  as  regards  the  operations  of  the  squadron, 
was  to  advise  me  of  the  movements  of  the  Spanish  troops,  look- 
ing entirely  to  you  for  the  requisition  to  act  under  the  provisions 
of  that  contingency.  My  orders  to  Captain  Hillyar  were  framed 
accordingly.  He  perused  all  I  had  received  on  the  subject,  and 
I  knew  he  would  in  any  unexpected  eyent  exercise  a  sound 
judgment. 

**  Pray,  my  Lord,  do  not  imagine  that  I  am  unwilling  to 
receive  suggestions  from  your  Lordship  on  any  point ;  still  less 
that  I  am  disinclined  to  follow  them  when  I  am  justified  in 
doing  so.  I  utterly  disclaim  any  such  unworthy  feeling  or 
sentiment. 

^^  I  hope  your  Lordship  will  do  me  the  favour  to  explain 
away  any  wrong  impressions  I  may  have  received,  and  if  it  were 
my  fortune  to  be  properly  knovm  to  you,  I  am  sure  you  woxdd 
be  satisfied  that  my  wishes  would  always  keep  pace  with  my 
ability  to  meet  yours  with  all  possible  courtpsy. 

"  Jealousy  of  power  or  cavilling  at  trifles  is,  I  flatter  myself, 
foreign  to  luy  disposition.  Like  my  friend.  Captain  Hillyar,  I 
have  been  trained  to  the  school  of  obedience ;  at  the  same  time 
a  due  r^ard  for  my  profession  requires  me  to  uphold  properly 
the  station  which  I  fill. 

"  Nothing  of  importance  has  occurred  at  Oporto  since  I 
wrote  by  the  '  Gonfiance,'  but  Colonel  Sorell  informed  me  that 
the  shells  of  the  '  Miguelites  *  were,  unfortunately,  taking  more 
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effect  in  the  town.     I  am  glad  to  liear  from  joor  Lordfihip  of 
the  favoarable  change  of  politics  in  Spain.'' 


"  To  Lord  William  Rnssell. 
Extract. 

"  '  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  24th  October.  1832. 

'*  After  the  honourable,  manly,  and  ingenuous  explanation 
which  you  so  readily  expressed  this  afternoon,  I  should  be  ur- 
worthy  of  one  moment's  consideration,  if  1  could  harbour  one 
thought  or  feeling  unfavourable  to  your  Lordship.  It  was  not, 
indeed,  necessary  to  have  written  a  word,  but  I  honour  your 
motive  and  sentiments  too  much  not  to  prize  highly  the  letter 
with  which  you  have  just  favoured  me.  My  feeling  towards 
your  Lordship,  is,  1  assure  you,  nothing  but  good- will,  and  (if 
I  may  be  permitted  so  to  rank  myself)  of  a  sincere  friend. 

^*  Let  me  repeat  that  1  do  not  only  think  that  your  application 
to  Captain  Hillyar  for  the  ships  to  come  in  was  justifiable,  but 
quite  proper ;  and  do  not  imagine  that  I  shall  not,  afc  aU  times, 
be  glad  to  receive  your  representations  for  protection  or  benefit 
to  the  residents,  or  for  any  other  purpose.  You  will  find  me 
both  ready  and  willing  to  prosecute  them  whenever  it  is  in  my 
power,  and  to  support  your  position  here  by  every  attention, 
public  and  private,  that  1  can  render. 

"  I  hope  1  do  not  bear  resentment  against  any  one,  but  where 
friendship  has  been  professed,*  and  abuse  practised  without  any 
cause  that  I  am  aware  of,  1  trust  1  shall  not  compromise  my 
Christian  feeling  in  estim^'ting  such  individuals  less  highly 
than  formerly." 


From  Sir  Jam$8  Oraiham, 
"  Private. 

"  Admiralty,  1st  November,  1832. 
"  I  cannot  sufficiently  thank  you  for  the  reg^ularity  of  your 
private  communications  to  me,  and  for  the  clear  and  dispas- 
sionate statement  of  facts  which  they  contain.     The  official 
answers  to  your  public  despatches  will  convey  to  you  the  decision 

•  See  page  109. 
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of  the  Government,  on  the  two  important  points  raised  by  the 
last  letters  which  we  have  received  from  you.     First,  with  re- 
spect to    the    entrance   of   the  ships-of-war  into  the  Tagus; 
and  you  will  observe  with  satisf  ction,  that  the  orders  given  by 
you  to  Captain    HilJyar,  are   entirely  approved,  and  the   cool 
judicious  conduct  of  the   Captain  in  circumstances  of  trying 
difficulty  merits,   and  has  received,  the  entire  sanction  of  His 
Majesty  imd  of  this  Board.     I  beg  that  you  will  communicate  to 
Captain  Hillyar  my  high  sense  of  his  services  on  this  occasion ; 
since  he  combined  caution  with  bold  decision  and  great  firmness, 
and  evinced  an  honest  desire  to  obey  faithfully  his  orders,  while 
he  did  not  hesitate  to  incur  responsibility,  when  ho  was  urged 
by  competent  authority  to  meet  a  special  case,  for  which  his  in- 
structidns,  it  was  believed,  had  not  provided.     I  am  led  by  the 
declaration  of  your  fixed  intentions,  to  hope  that  no  misunder- 
standing with  respect  to  these  instructions  has  interrupted  the 
harmony  and  friendly  intercourse  between  you  and  Lord  William 
Russell,   which  it  is   important,  for  the    public  service,  you 
should   mutually  maintain,   nothing   on   your    part    has  beeu 
omitted,  and  if  Lord  William  Russell,  an  eye  witness  of  daily 
outrages  and  of  wanton  cruelty,  has  yielded  rather  too  much  to 
the  excitement,  which  such  tyranny  is  calculated  to  produce,  and 
has  acted  on  these  warm  impressions,  I  am  sure  that  your  gallant 
and  generous  nature   will  lead  you  to  make   allowances,  and 
when  the  Government  sanctions  the  entrance  of  the  ships  into 
the  river,  under  all  these  circumstances,  while  at  the  same  time 
it  applauds  your  exemplary  caution,  and  upholds  yoor  faithful 
adherence  to  instructions  as  worthy  of  imitation,  you  will  not 
be  disposed  to  dwell  on  an  unguarded  expression,  or  allow  this 
passing  difEerence  to  disturb  the  good  understanding  which  for 
public  reasons  should  exist  between  you.     The  ships  being  now 
within  the  river,  we  have  resolved  not  to  withdraw  them ;  you 
will,  of  course,  avoid  all  just  cause  of  offence,  but  Dom  Miguers 
Government  should  be  made  to  understand  that  you  have  in 
your  power  the   means  of  resenting,  at   Lisbon,  any  wanton 
injury,  or  insult,  offered  to  His  Majesty's  ships  in  the  Douro ; 
and  when  the  '  Britannia '  has  joined  you,  and  when  the  *  St. 
Vincent '  shall  have  arrived  from  the  Mediterranean,  your  force 
will  be  Imposing,  and  your  x)ower  great.     You  will  judge  of  the 
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propriety  either  of  remaining  yourself  in  the  Tag^,  or  of  going 
to  Oporto.  Your  movements  and  conduct  must  be  guided  by 
events  which  here  we  cannot  foresee,  but  which,  as  I  anticipate, 
must  have  been  materially  influenced  by  the  result  of  the  hist 
grand  attack  on  Dom  Pedro,  announced  for  the  26th. 

*'  The  imminent  danger  of  an  assault  is  our  justification  for 
adhering  to  our  last  orders,  which  place  the  continued  presence 
of  the  British  ships- of -war  in  the  Douro  on  strong  ground, 
which  we  cannot  abandon.  Any  unavoidable  injury  which  the 
ships  sustain  by  the  fortune  of  war,  we  must  bear,  as  we  have 
borne  it,  patiently;  but  any  wanton  aggression,  fully  proved, 
and  repeated  after  due  remonstrance,  cannot  be  permitted  by 
you. 

"  I  send  you  the  '  Nimrod,'  which  I  place  at  your  disposal, 
having  put  Madeira  and  the  Azores  under  your  command ; 
and  you  will  judge  whether  it  be  necessaiy  to  detach  a  British 
ship-of-war  to  St.  Michael's,  for  the  protection  of  British  property, 
this  will  depend  on  the  measures  taken  by  Sartorins ;  if  he  has 
sent  a  force  to  those  Islands,  which  will  place  Pedro's  authority 
on  a  firm  basis,  you  need  not  send  a  ship,  which  we  can  ill  spare 
at  this  moment  in  that  distant  quarter ;  if  he  has  been  unable  to 
detach  one,  we  must  not  leave  the  British  interests,  over  there, 
exposed  to  danger.     I  am,  with  sincere  respect  and  esteem,  &c.** 


''  To  Captain  Rose,  Oporto. 

"  Lisbon,  7th  November,  1832. 

"  Allow  me  to  offer  my  sincere  thanks  for  your  very  in- 
teresting letter  received  yesterday  by  the  *  Pike,'  and  I  assure 
you  that  I  learn  with  much  satisfaction  that  the  arrival  of  the 
recent  reinforcements,  place  the  security  of  your  position  beyond 
a  doubt,  even  if  the  dispirited  troops  of  your  adversaries  should 
make  a  further  attempt  at  assault. 

"  The  altered  policy  of  Spain  promises  much  for  your  cause, 
and  I  hope  a  beneficial  union  of  finances  and  patriotic  feelings 
will  accomplish  the  rest  speedily. 

*•  It  is  understood  that  6,000  more  troops,  who  were  under 
orders  to  march  northward  have  been  countermanded,  and  I 
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preBmne  ihe  military  operadonB  in  yonr  yicinitj  will  shortlj 
oeaae  altogeiher  for  the  winter. 

"  The  French  Commodore  in  this  river  asserts,  on  the  aa- 
thoritj  of  letters  from  Cherbourg,  that  the  combined  squadron 
will  not  attempt  to  enter  the  Scheldt  at  this  season.  This  will 
be  interesting  to  yon  as  regards  the  destination  of  joar  brother ; 
bnt  we  have  no  similar  account  from  England  as  late  as  the 
25ih.  Sir  P.  Malcolm  was  then  preparing  his  ships,  and  hostili- 
ties seemed  inevitable."     .... 


From  Sir  James  Graham, 

"  Admiralty,  8th  November,  1832. 
"  Yonr  letter  of  the  23rd  of  October,  brought  to  England  by 
the  *  Revenge,'  containing  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  you  to  Lord 
William  Rnssell,  has  been  received  by  me ;  and  though  I  cannot 
hat  approve  of  the  tone  and  spirit  of  this  communication,  which 
had  been  rendered  necessary,  yet  I  hope  that  long  before  you 
receive  this  letter,  mutual  explanations  will  have  been  satis- 
factory; and  that  the  habits  and  confidence  of  friendly  inter- 
course will  have  been  resumed  between  you,  without  which 
public  servants  on  a  distant  station  employed  for  one  common 
object  cannot  discharge  their  respective  duties  with  comfort  to 
themselves- or  with  full  advantage  to  their  country. 

*'  The  order  of  embargo  against  Holland,  which  will  be 
transmitted  to  yon  by  this  mail,  does  not  much  concern  your 
command,  for  I  imagine  you  never  see  a  vessel  off  the  Tagus, 
bearing  the  Dutch  flag,*  if  you  fall  in  with  a  merchant  ship  at 
sea,  xmder  those  colours,  you  are  to  detain  her,  and  to  send  her 
to  a  British  port.  I  still  hope  the  Dutch  will  come  to  terms ; 
but  their  obstinacy  compels  us,  for  the  sake  of  the  peace  of 
Europe,  to  have  recourse  to  strong  measures. 

"  Your  last  instruction  of  the  1st  November,  confirming  the 
former  instmction  of  11th  October,  for  the  ships-of-war  remain- 
ing in  the  Douro,   notwithstanding  the  remonstrance  of  Dom 
Migners  General  and  Minister,  will  have  removed  any  doubt 
from  yonr  mind,  and  will  have  confirmed  the  correct  view, 


*  See  Chapter  I,  Vol.  U,  page  4. 
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wHcli  you  take,  that  any  wanton  and  wilful  aggression,  clearly 
establisHed  and  repeated,  after  due  warning  and  remonstrance, 
mnst  be  resented  by  yon  as  an  act  of  direct  hostility;  and  it  will 
not  be  amiss  that  yon  shonld  make  this  intention,  on  your  part^ 
clearly  understood  by  Miguel's  Minister  at  Lisbon. 

*'  You  are  quite  right  in  keeping  the  '  Echo,'  and  placing  her 
within  the  bar  of  the  Douro.  I  hope  Captain  Belcher  will  be 
able  to  take  soundings,  and  to  obtain  for  us  an  accurate  plan 
of  the  entrance  of  the  river,  and  of  the  anchorage  between  the 
bar  and  Oporto." 


''  To  Lieutenant  Dacres,  B.N.,  H.M.  brig  '  Pantaloon.' 

"  'Asia,'  8th  November,  1832. 
"  Mt  dear  Mr.  Dacres, 

"  The  French  Commodore,  Matthieu,  has  just  requested  me 
to  obtain  a  passage  in  the  *  Pantaloon '  to  Oporto,  free  of 
expense,  for  a  Mons.  Sombret,  now  on  board  this  ship,  but 
whose  circumstances  are  unequal  to  the  customary  charges  by  a 
packet. 

**  I  feel  in  asking  this  as  a  favour  for  myself,  I  am  making 
rather  an  unreasonable  request,  but  as  Mons.  Matthieu  a  few 
years  ago  veiy  obligingly  gave  a  passage,  at  my  instance,  to 
Mr.  Elliot  (an  >  Attache  to  the  Turkish  Embassy)  from  Egina  to 
Smyrna,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  prove  to  him  that  my  inclina- 
tions keep  pace  with  his  past  civilities  and  present  friendly  pro- 
fessions, and  shall  feel  much  obliged  by  your  receiving  and 
affording  any  acconmiodation  in  your  power  to  Mons.  Sombret 
during  his  continuance  on  board. 

"  Very  truly  yours, 

"  W.  PARKER." 


"  To  Captain  Hyde  Parker,  R.N.,  H.M.S.  'Victory.' 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  13th  November,  1832. 
Extract. 

''  Gk)d  knows  when  this  protracted  contest  will  cease.  I  am 
pretty  well  tired  of  it,  and  find  myself  here  in  a  complete  nest  of 
hornets."     .... 
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"  Captain  Boee,  Oporto. 

"  '  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  20th  November,  1832. 
*'  I  am  troly  conoemed,  but  not  Borpiifled,  at  the  dissensiona 
and  intrigneB  axaon^t  the  Constitutiona]  party,  now  openly 
demonstrated  Ijy  tlie  resignation  of  so  many  of  their  principal 
leaders ;  and  ivlieii  this  fact  is  added  to  their  late  failnre  in  the 
destraction  of  the  batteries  commanding  the  south  entrance  of 
the  river,  I  confess  I  look  with  uneasiness  at  the  posture  of  their 
a&irs,  -wliicli  were  so  recently  comparatively  promising.  I  must 
rest  in  Aope,  bnt  nnless  the  communication  by  sea  is  kept  open 
by  some  determined  and  vigorous  attack,  even  that  reliance  wiU 
forsake  the  best  friends  of  the  cause. 

*'  Yon  will  have  doubtless  heard  that  the  '  Talavera '  got  safe 
to  England,  and  is  now  in  the  Downs  with  Sir  P.  Malcolm.  1 
fear  the  war  between  Belgium  and  Holland  is  inevitable,  and 
our  share  in  the  contest  seems  exceedingly  unpopular  in 
England ;  the  only  remaining  chance  for  avoiding  it  is  that  the 
obstinate  Dutchman  may  at  last  give  way  when  he  finds  6,000 
French  troops  before  Antwerp,  though  1  think  his  previous  con- 
duct does  not  encourage  such  an  expectation."     •     .     .     « 


Extract. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  2l8t  November,  1832. 
"  To  Commander  Glascock,  Senior  Officer  in  the  Douro. 

**  You  appear  to  have  done  everything  that  good  judgment 

and   prudence    could   dictate   under    circumstances    of    trying 

difficulty,    and   I  rejoice    that    more    mischief    has    not  been 

sustained  under  so  much  exposure,  and  that  the  Mig^elites  have 

manifested  a  disposition  to  abstain  from  wanton  aggression ;  it 

is  as  much  as  we  can  expect,  and  ought  to  be  appreciated ;  we 

must,  therefore,  bear  patiently,  as  we  have  done,  any  accidental 

injury,  and  hope  that  it  may  not  extend  to  a  further  loss  of  life, 

or   mischief  to    any  of  our  people.      I   have  given   Viscount 

Santarem  fully  to  understand  that,  as  our  ships  must  remain  in 

the  Douro,   w^e    cannot  allow  any  intentional   offence   to  pass 

nnresented ;  he  deprecated  the  idea  of  any  being  offered,  and,  in 

this  instance  at  least,  I  trust  he  may  be  atncei'e,*^ 
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"  To  Captain  Rainier,  H.M.S.  *  St.  Vincent.' 

"  *  Asia,'  Monday  Morning,  26th  November,  1832. 
''  I  find  the  firing  on  the  'Raven'  has  been  most  wanton 
and  excessive.  I  am  now  commencing  a  letter  to  Santarem, 
and  know  not  what  the  consequence  may  be.  We  mnst  there- 
fore be  ready  for  any  result,  and  it  will  be  advisable  to  keep  your 
officers  and  boats  all  near  your  ship." 


To  the  same. 

"  'Asia,'  4  P.M.,  27th  November,  1832. 
"  I  will  thank  yon  to  caution  all  your  officers,  high  and  low, 
to  be  cautious  in  avoiding  giving  any  offence  should  they  visit 
any  of  the  churches^  &c.,  that  I  may  not  have  a  second  edition 
from  my  Mend  the  Prior  of  St.  Martyr's." 


"  To  Captain  Hillyar. 

"  '  Asia,'  half-past  9  p.m.,  27th  November,  1832. 

"  I  have  this  instant  received  the  answer  of  the  Portuguese 
Government  to  my  demands,  which  are  fiilly  conceded,  and 
Captain  Richards  will  see  Santarem  between  eleven  and  twelve 
to-morrow,  to  arrange  the  matter  for  insertion  in  the  *  Gazette.' 

"1  shall  be  truly  thankful  if  the  steps  I  have  taken  meet  the 
approbation  of  our  Ministers.  They  can,  however,  take  any 
further  measures  they  deem  necessary." 


"  To  Commander  Belcher,  H.M.S.  *^tna,'  Oporto. 

"  '  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  December  2, 1832. 
Extract. 

"  I  have  to  thank  you,  which  I  do  very  sincerely,  for  your 
Gonfidential  memoir,  and  very  judicious  remarks  on  the  localities 
of  the  Douro,  of  which  you  may  be  assured  1  shall  not  take  any 
improper  advantage,  and  I  cordially  hope  that  the  zeal  which 
you  have  manifested  in  the  execution  of  your  survey,  as  well  as 
in  the  affair  of  the  *  Raven '  of  the  19th,  and  other  active  duties 
during  a  period  of  trying  difficulties  within  the  Douro,  will  be 
as  fully  appreciated  by  the  Admiralty  as  they  are  by  Commander 
Glascock  and  myself." 
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From  Sir  Ja/mes  Oraham. 

'    "  Admiralty,  2nd  December,  1832. 

"  Lord  Pahnerston  has  written  a  confidential  letter  of  instmc- 
tioBfi  to  Lord  William  Rnssell,  which  he  has  been  directed  to 
communicate  to  yon,  and  which  yon  will  consider  as  addressed 
to  yourself  conjointly  with  his  Lordship.  In  the  present  state  of 
the  contest  in  Portugal,  the  negotiation  which  is  confided  to 
you  is  most  important.  The  success  of  the  arms  of  Dom  Pedro 
becomes  every  day  less  probable,  and  the  danger  to  the  lives  and 
property  of  British  subjects  in  Oporto  more  urgent.  The  force 
of  Dom  Pedro  appears  unequal  to  raise  the  siege,  the  Douro  is 
closed,  provisions  are  scarce,  and  the  city  is  exposed  to  a  per- 
petual cannonade,  and  is  constantly  threatened  with  assault. 
The  dread  of  such  a  catastrophe,  which  the  small  force  now 
stationed  in  the  Douro,  would  not  avert  from  the  British  mer- 
chants, makes  us  most  anxious  to  obtain  an  armistice,  with  the 
least  possible  delay.  A  Minister  will  be  sent  from  hence  to 
Madrid,  for  tbe  special  purpose  of  obtaining  the  co-operation  of 
that  Court  in  a  joint  mediation  between  the  two  brothers,  the 
basis  of  which  must  be  an  immediate  suspension  of  hostilities, 
and,  if  it  be  still  possible,  the  recognition  of  Donha  Maria  with 
a  Kegency,  independent  both  of  Pedro  and  Miguel. 

"This  course,  however,  is  circuitous,  and  leads  to  delay,  of 
which  the  case,  in  its  present  stage,  will  hardly  admit.  The 
more  ready  and  direct  means  of  obtaining  this  end  may  be  found 
by  you  at  Lisbon,  if  the  person  who  has  opened  a  communica- 
tion with  Lord  William  Russell  possesses  indeed  the  confidence 
of  those  whose  names  he  has  mentioned ;  your  first  care  must  be 
quietly  to  get  rid  of  this  agent,  whose  character  is  suspicious, 
then,  without  committing  yourself,  to  give  an  opening  to  a  com- 
munication from  the  principals  who  have  been  named  by  him, 
since  it  is  important,  at  the  outset,  that  you  should  ascertain 
whether  the  late  communications  made  to  Lord  William  were 
the  work  of  a  groundless  intrigue,  or  the  offer  of  a  powerful 
party.  It  is  only  in  the  latter  case,  that  you  can  proceed  to 
negotiate,  and  if  the  persons  named  be  really  willing  to  treat  with 
you,  the  secret  pledge  of  their  sincerity  and  of  their  power  will 
be  an  immediate  armistice,  which,  by  their  influence  with  the 
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army  of  Dom  Miguel,  they  are  able  to  command.  Acting  in  the 
Btrictest  concert  with  Lord  William  Russell,  you  will  constantly 
advert  to  the  instructions  given  by  Lord  Palmerston,  which  will 
be  your  guide  in  the  further  progress  of  the  negotiations ;  they 
are  so  ample  and  explicit  that  I  will  not  recapitulate  them,  but 
it  is  obviously  our  policy  first  to  obtain  an  armistice,  tlien  the 
establishment  of  Don  ha  Maria  on  the  Throne,  to  the  exclusion 
both  of  Miguel  and  Pedro  from  the  Regency,  with  a  complete 
amnesty  for  all  political  offences — with  a  fair  distribution  of 
power  among  the  rival  parties — thereby  averting  the  triumph  of 
a  faction,  and,  above  all,  quieting  the  fears  of  the  priesthood 
with  respect  to  the  new  constitution,  for  which  the  nation  is  not 
prepared,  and  which  it  would  be  most  impolitic  to  force. 

"  This  is  the  outline  of  the  objects  which  it  would  be  most 
desirable  to  attain,  if  the  parties  who  may  be  disposed  to  treat 
with  you  have  the  power  to  achieve  them,  and  are  wilHng  to  be 
guided  by  your  advice ;  however,  in  the  present  state  of  affairs 
at  Oporto,  a  suspension  of  hostilities,  which  would  afford  time 
for  negotiation,  would  be  an  immense  advantage,  not  that 
Pedro  may  gain  by  it,  but  that  some  security  may  be  obtained 
against  the  unbridled  and  triumphant  cruelty  of  Miguel,  which 
would  be  fatal  to  the  safety  of  British  interests  in  Portugal. 

"  If  you  and  Lord  William  Russell  should  be  able  to  effect 
any  such  settlement,  you  will  render  important  service;  and 
I  rely  on  your  accustomed  discretion,  which,  in  trying  circum- 
stances, has  never  failed. 

"  Your  orders  with  respect  to  the  ships  in  the  Douro  and 
the  case  of  the  '  Raven '  are  express,  and  you  will  devise  the 
best  mode  of  executing  them ;  but  an  armistice  is  the  measure,  if 
by  negotiation  you  can  obtain  it,  which  is  most  desirable." 


Th&  Viscount  Palmerston  to  tJie  Lord  William  Russell, 

"  Private. 

"  Foreign  Office,  Ist  December,  1832. 

"  Your  letter  of  the  10th  inst.,  which  I  received  on  the  27th, 

leads  us  to  indulge  a  hope  that  the  miseries  of  Portugal  may  at 

last  be  brought  to  an  end  by  a  satisfactory  airangement,  and 

I  lose  no  time,  therefore,  in  conveying  to  you  the  opinion  of  tlie 
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Government,  that  you  shonld  endeavour  to  ascertain,  without 
delay,  whether  the  communication  made  to  you  by  Mens.  Kopfer 
proceeded  from  any  competent  authority. 

"  Mons.  Kopfer's  character,  and  the  nature  of  his  mission  to 
Portugal  render  it  necessary  to  use  gpreat  caution  with  respect  to 
any  communication  which  may  come  from  him ;  and  you  should 
take  the  greatest  care  not  to  fall  into  any  snare  which  he  may 
lay  for  you  with  designs  unfriendly  to  the  British  Government. 
But,  at  the  same  time,  the  present  state  of  affairs  in  Portugal  is 
productive  of  such  calamities  to  that  country,  and  is  attended 
with  so  much  inconvenience  and  danger  to  British  interests,  that 
the  Gt>vernment  would  neglect  its  duty,  if  it  omitted  to  avail 
itself  of  any  opportunity  which  may  hold  out  a  reasonable  pros- 
pect of  putting  an  end  to  so  disastrous  a  state  of  things. 

"  I  have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will,  immediately  after 
receiving  this  letter,  seek  an  interview  with .  Mons.  Kopfer,  and 
endeavour  to  ascertain  from  him  the  names  of  the  persons  on 
whose  behalf  he  has  been  authorised  to  address  himself  to  you ; 
it  being  necessary  for  us,  in  the  first  place,  to  know  whether  the 
communication  comes  fi'om  unconnected  individuals  who  only 
wish  to  draw  on  the  English  Government  to  commit  itself,  in 
order  that  they  may  afterwards  benefit  by  our  acts,  or  whether 
it  proceeds  from  a  party  conoected  with  the  persons  now  in 
authority  in  Portugal,  and  numerous  and  powerful  enough  to 
carry  through  any  course  of  measures  in  which  it  might  embark. 

"If  Mons.  Kopfer  shonld  be  unable  or  unwilling  to  give 
explicit  and  satisfactory  answers  to  your  inquiries  on  this  head, 
it  will  be  evident  that  no  good  can  come  of  any  further  com- 
munication with  him,  and  that  his  designs  are  bad ;  and  you 
will,  in  that  case,  let  the  matter  drop.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
he  should  mention  to  you  the  names  of  men  of  rank  and  in- 
fluence, and  power  in  the  country,  and  should  state  that  such 
persons  or  any  of  them  are  desirous  of  communicating  with  you, 
it  is  desirable  that  you  and  Admiral  Parker  should  meet  any 
such  persons,  in  order  to  hear  what  they  may  have  to  say.  But 
it  would  be  decidedly  inexpedient  and  dangerous  to  make 
Mous.  Kopfer  the  channel  of  any  further  communications. 

"  If  you  and  Admiral  Parker,  to  whom  you  will  show  this 
letter,  which  he  will   consider  equally   addressed   to   himself. 
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should  meet  any  of  the  leading  men  in  Portugal,  in  consequence 
of  Mons.  Kopfer's  communication,  you  will,  in  the  outset  of  your 
interview,  remind  them  that  you  come  at  their  request,  to  hear 
what  they  have  to  say  to  you,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  making 
yourselves  any  proposition  to  them. 

''  If  their  communication  should  be  such  as  Mons.  Kopfer's 
conversation  leads  you  to  expect,  you  will  say  that  the  English 
Government  is  anxious  for  the  termination  of  the  civil  war 
which  desolates  Portugal,  and  would  see,  with  satisfaction,  an 
arrangement  which  might  reconcile  the  interests  of  all  the  con- 
tending parties. 

'^  That  we  have  hitherto  acted  upon  the  principle  of  abstain- 
ing from  all  interference  in  the  internal  affairs  of  Portugal,  and 
still  wish  to  adhere  to  that  line  of  conduct.  But  that  we  have 
acknowledged  Donha  Maria  as  the  legitimate  Queen,  and  that 
the  recognition  of  her  right  by  the  Portuguese  nation  would 
appear  to  us  to  be  the  best  and  firmest  basis  for  a  satisfactory 
arrangement. 

''That,  although  Dom  Pedro  has  declared  himself  Regent 
during  the  minority  of  his  daughter,  yet  we  have  reason  to 
believe  that,  if  any  different  arrangement  for  a  Regency  were 
manifestly  wished  for  by  the  Portuguese  nation,  he  would  be 
ready  to  withdraw  his  own  pretensions  in  favour  of  any  other 
person  who  might  be  preferred  by  the  competent  authorities 
in  Portugal,  and  that  we  .should  advise  him  to  give  way  on  this 
point,  if  by  doing  so  he  could  reconcile  any  persons  of  influence 
and  authority  to  the  establishment  of  the  claims  of  his  daughter. 

"  You  may  say  that,  in  our  opinion,  should  Donha  Maria  be 
proclaimed,  it  wonld  be  necessary  for  the  Regency  who  might 
assume  the  Government  during  her  minority  to  publish  im- 
mediately a  full  and  general  amnesty,  and  that  we  should 
strongly  and  urgently  recommend  such  an  act  of  grace. 

'*  That  it  would  be  inconsistent  with  our  principles  to 
guarantee  such  an  amnesty,  because,  in  order  to  give  effect  to 
our  guarantee,  it  would  be  necessary  to  exercise  a  superintend- 
ence and  control  over  the  Portuguese  administration,  which 
would  be  incompatible  with  the  independence  of  Portugal ;  but 
that  our  influence  and  good  offices  would  certainly  be  employed 
to  obtain  a  faithful  execution  of  such  an  act  of  grace. 
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Tlie  coarse  which  might  be  punned,  with  regard  to  the 
Constitution  of  1826,  is  a  question  the  decision  of  which  belongs 
to  the  Portngnese  nation,  and  to  them  alone.     Bnt  the  opinion 
of  the  British   Government  is   that  this  Constitntion  is  not 
adapted  to  the  present  habits,  prejudices,  morals,  and  attain- 
mentB   of   the  Portngnese,  nor  congenial  to  the  wishes   of  a 
majoritj  of  the  nation;  and  that  any  Regency  which  might 
administer  the  Government  on  behalf  of  Donha  Maria  would 
probably  find  it  necessary,  either  to  make  great  modifications 
in  that  Constitution,  or  to  suspend  it  entirely.     But,  in  any- 
thing you  may  say  on  this  subject,  you  will  be  very  careful  to 
explain  that  the  British  Gk>vemment  look  upon  it  as  a  matter 
quite  out  of  their  competency,  and  which  the  Portuguese  nation 
themselves  are  solely  and  exclusively  entitled  to  deal  with. 

*'  You  will,  of  course,  take  care  to  confine  yourself  strictly  to 
verbal  communications,  and  to  avoid,  in  the  course  of  them,  any- 
thing which  might  be  construed  as  instigating  persons  or  parties 
to  negotiations  and  measures  which  they  were  not  spontaneously, 
and  upon  their  own  views  of  the  interests  of  their  country,  pre- 
pared to  adopt. 

^'  If  you  should  find  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  any  leading 
men  to  take  steps  towards  such  an  arrangement  as  that  pointed 
out  in  this  letter,  you  should  urge  them,  as  a  first  measure,  to 
endeavour  to  establish  an  armistice. 

"  You  will  not  consider  this  letter  as  in  any  degree  super- 
seding the  secret  instructions  already  given  to  you,  if  the  case 
contemplated  in  them  should  happen." 


From  Sir  James  Oraham. 

"  Private. 

"  Admiralty,  2nd  December,  1832. 
**  1  had  written  my  private  and  confidential  letter  of  yester- 
day's date,  before  the  arrival  of  your  letters,  with  their  inclo- 
sures,  which  I  received  this  morning.  The  intelligence  from 
Oporto  had  reached  us  directly  from  thence,  and  your  instruc- 
tions, which  are  forwarded  by  this  mail,  embrace  all  the  points 
arising  out  of  it.  You  will  see  with  the  same  satisfaction 
which  I   experience,  how   exactly  your  line   of  conduct  with 
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respect  to  the  'Raven,'  corresponds  with  the  wishes  and  in- 
tentions of  the  Government.  Your  remonstrance  appears  to 
me  to  have  gone  far  enough,  and  the  ofEer  on  the  part  of 
Santarem  to  hold  the  officer  commanding  in  the  battery  respon- 
sible for  any  wanton  continuance  of  the  firing  after  the  '  Raven ' 
had  pat  about,  is  the  precise  reparation,  which  by  your  instruc- 
tions, you  will  see  you  were  directed  to  demand. 

*'  In  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  Oporto  case,  we  must 
adhere  to  our  decision  of  keeping  a  certain  number  of  our  ships- 
of-war.  within  the  bar ;  they  are  under  your  orders ;  the  means 
must  be  kept  open  to  you  of  communicating  with  them,  and  of 
supplying  them  with  provisions  ;  but  the  mode  of  securing  these 
objects,  which  are  indispensable,  must  be  concerted  by  you  with 
the  Government  at  Lisbon,  subject  to  such  regulations  and  re- 
strictions as  they  may  think  necessary  to  impose,  and  to  which 
as  neutrals  we  must  submit,  provided  always  our  ships  remain  in 
the  river,  not  wantonly  molested,  and  you  keep  constantly  open 
a  channel  of  communication  with  them. 

*'  But  your  account  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  Oporto,  renders 
more  urgent  the  immediate  necessity  of  the  negotiation  for  an 
arrangement  on  the  basis  pointed  out  in  my  confidential  letter  of 
yesterday.  You  may  show  that  letter  to  Lord  William  Russell ; 
and  Lord  Palmerston  directs  me  to  say,  that  you  and  he  may 
consider  it  as  an  appendage  to  the  instructions  from  the  Foreign 
Office.  Time  in  this  case  is  everything,  and  you  must  not  lose  a 
moment.  Your  force  enables  you  to  negotiate  with  authority ; 
your  impartial  conduct,  your  strict  neutrality,  your  abstinence 
from  every  act  of  violence  in  the  execution  of  your  orders,  the 
confidence,  the  favour  of  your  Government  which  has  approved 
all  your  measures  and  confirmed  all  your  decisions,  cannot  fail 
to  give  a  strong  moral  effect  to  your  interposition,  and  to  inspire 
perfect  trust  in  your  assurances.  You  will  know  how  to  avail 
yourself  of  these  advantages ;  and  if,  by  the  management  of 
this  delicate  negotiation,  you  can  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  con- 
clusion, you  will  close  the  difficult  service  on  which  you  have 
been  employed,  by  a  signal  act,  which  will  entitle  you  to  the 
highest  praise. 

"  Captain  Glascock  judged  rightly  in  refusing  a  passage  to 
Lisbon  in  one  of  His  Majesty's  ships  to  an  agent  of  Pedro :  the 
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permission  would  have  violated  that  neutrality,  the  strict  observ- 
ance of  which  g^ves  jon  real  influence  at  Lisbon  at  the  present 
moment,  when  it  is  most  necessary. 

'*  Lieut.  Lapidge  shall  return  to  you,  and  your  commendation 
of  him  will  not  be  forgotten  by  me. 

'*  I  will  speak  to  Lord  Palmerston  and  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond on  the  subject  of  giving  a  third  day  to  the  packets  after 
their  arrival  in  the  Tagus. 

''  I  will  not  repeat  my  great  anxieiy  respecting  the  success  of 
the  measure,  which  you  are  now  directed  to  take  at  Lisbon,  an 
anxiety  only  equalled  by  my  confidence  in  you,  and  my  col- 
leagues fully  partake  of  both  these  feelings." 


"  '  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  December  11th,  1832. 
"  To  Commander  Glascock. 

"I  thank  you  very  much  for  all  your  letters.  You  have 
managed  admirably  throughout  in  your  communications  with 
Santa  Martha,  and  his  apology  for  the  fire  of  musketry  on  your 
little  squadron,  from  the  Holy  Friars  and  Warriors  of  St. 
Antonio  was  as  satisfactory  as  could  be  expected.  I  wish  it  may 
prove  sincere,  and  that  you  may  have  no  further  molestation, 
but  when  you  have  received  my  letters  by  the  *  Nimrod,'  you 
will  understand  why  the  Miguelites  are  more  civil  in  their  tone. 

''  Our  Government  are  determined  not  to  remove  the  ships 
from  the  Douro. 

"  The  Constitutionalists  here  are  very  sensitive  and  feverish, 
and  netUrcds  correspondingly  abused,  in  this  respect,  if  you  par- 
ticipate in  such  compliments,  believe  me  you  have  only  neigh- 
bour's fEkre,  dealt  out  with  a  very  sparing  hand,  it  is  heaped  on 
me  without  weight  or  measure."     .... 


"  Donna  Josepha  Sousa  y  Sanchez,  dbc,  Madrid. 

" '  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  18th  December,  1832. 
*'  The  recollection  of  old  friends  is  always  satisfactory,  and 
I  had  much  pleasure,  my  dear  Madam,  in  receiving  this  proof  at 
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jour  hands  in  the  letter  yon  lately  addressed  to  me,  which  having 
made  a  circoitons  route  by  Oporto  was  long  in  reaching  me. 

"Be  assured  I  shall  derive  much  gratification,  if  I  can  in 
any  way  promote  the  object  of  y9ur  solicitude. 

'*  I  have  written  with  this  view  to  our  Minister  at  Madrid, 
Mr.  Addington,  and  though  I  have  not  the  good  fortune  to  be 
personally  acquainted  with  him,  I  flatter  myself  that  he  will,  at 
my  instance,  be  disposed  to  render  any  aid  in  his  power  in 
obtaining  the  restitution  of  your  husband's  appointment.  At  all 
events,  I  trust  my  earnest  endeavours  on  this  head  will  prove 
how  sensibly  I  bear  in  remembrance  the  former  friendship  of 
your  late  worthy  father,  and  how  happy  I  shall  be  to  prove  to 
his  daughter,  that  I  am,  with  cordial  good  wishes  and  esteem, 
her  sincere  and  unaltered  friend, 

"  W^.  PAREJIR." 


"  H.  U.  Addington,  Esq.,  at  Madrid. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  18th  December,  1832. 
"  Sib, 

*'  I  feel  that  I  have  many  apologies  to  offer  you  on  the  subject 
of  the  enclosed  letter,  which  reached  me  long  after  its  date,  in 
consequence  of  a  circuitous  route  by  Oporto. 

"  The  writer  is  the  daughter  of  the  late  Admiral  Miguel  de 
Sousa,  in  the  Spanish  service,  a  very  ^worthy  man,  from  whom 
the  English  officers  generally,  and  myself  amongst  the  number, 
received  abundant  proof  of  kind  attention  during  our  service  on 
the  North  Coast  of  Spain  at  the  commencement  of  the  Revolu- 
tion there  in  1808. 

"  How  far  the  husband  of  Donna  Josepha  Sousa  may  be 
deserving  of  the  restoration  to  employment  solicited,  I  am,  of 
course,  incompetent  to  speak,  nor  am  I  at  all  aware  in  what 
manner  he  may  have  been  compromised,  but  should  his  situation 
merit  attention,  and  you  find  that  you  can  without  objection  or 
inconvenience,  say  one  word  in  his  favour,  I  shall  consider 
myself  greatly  obliged  by  any  interposition  you  may  be  induced 
to  exercise,  which  may  convince  my  correspondent  that  I  do  not 
forget  early  friendship  and  kindness. 

"  The  protracted  struggle  in  this  unfortunate  country,  and 
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the  present  critical  state  of  a£Eairs  is  felt  tbronghont  with  corre- 
sponding feverish  excitement,  and  I  believe  I  may  add  that  a 
termination  to  the  desolating  civil  war  is  most  anxiously  desired 
by  all  parties.  I  sincerely  hope  that  such  a  consummation  may 
not  be  far  distant^  and  beg  to  assure  you  that  I  am,  with  every 
friendly  feeling, 

**  Sir,  your  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

"W.  PARKER." 

During  the  whole  period  of  Admiral  Parker's 
command  in  Portugal,  the  strictest  discipline  was 
maintained,  and  though  he  trusted  much  to  the 
Captains  of  each  ship,  nothing  seemed  to  escape  his 
personal  notice!  His  admirable  talent  for  command 
frequently  enabled  him  to  avail  himself  of  indirect, 
rather  than  open,  reproof.  On  one  occasion  he  made 
the  signal  for  the  "  Serpent "  to  take  the  guard,  be- 
cause he  observed  that  the  Commander  and  both 
Lieutenants  had  gone  on  shore  at  the  same  time, 
and  that  only  a  youngster  was  in  charge  of  her  deck. 

The  following  letter  to  an  old  officer  is  also  a 
specimen  of  his  power  of  removing  Ul-feeling  on 
the  part  of  those  under  his  command,  whilst  ad- 
ministering an  indirect,  but  effective  reproof 

"  Private  and  Confidential. 

"  To  Captain  -. H.M.S. . 

"  'Asia/  in  the  Tagus,  22nd  December,  1832. 
Extract. 

"  My  dear , 

"K  the  friendly  regard  which  I  most  cordially  entertain 
towards  you  had  been  established  on  a  sandy  foundation,  I 
should  perhaps  feel  somewhat  annoyed  at  the  conclusion  of  your 
private  letter,  dated  the  17th  instant.  I  trust,  however,  a  little 
reflection  will  remove  your  imag^inary  grievances,  although  your 
desire  to  be  relieved  from  the  Oporto  command  may  not  be 
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lessened.  I  flatter  myself  also,  that  a  few  observations,  offered 
in  sincerity  and  kindness,  will  dispel  any  supposition  that  yon 
have  been  continued  in  it  from  want  of  personal  consideration, 
or  any  cause  except  the  actual  and  unavoidable  chance  of  service. 

"  In  the  first  place,  my  good  friend,  your  designation  of  your 
present  duty  as  a  looker-on  of  packets  is,  in  my  understanding  of 
it,  rather  a  jaundiced  interpretation  of  the  important  post  com- 
mitted to  you. 

''  I  need  not  remind  you,  that  the  peculiar  state  of  affairs  at 
Oporto  (now  rapidly  fast  verging  to  a  crisia)  excites  the  attention 

of  all  Europe.     You  must  likewise  be  aware  that  the is 

the  only  ship  to  which  I  could  assign  the  duties  off  that  port  as 
senior  officer,  which  ought  not  to  be  held  as  any  bad  compliment 
when  it  is  known  to  be  the  precise  position  which  I  had  selected 
for  myself,  until  unforeseen  occurrences,  and  subsequent  instruc- 
tions from  home,  rendered  my  presence  here  imperative. 

"  The  anxiety  of  our  Government  to  receive  frequent  and 
correct  intimation  of  the  proceedings  in  the  Douro  is  intense. 
Nobody  knows  better  than  yourself  that,  when  the  bar  is  im- 
practicable, the  only  means  of  communication  is  by  telegraph. 
All  the  measures  within  connected  with  the  squadron  are  of 
course  subject  to  your  direction  and  control,  and  it  cannot  be 
right  that  correspondence,  which  may  probably  be  so  momentous 
in  its  results,  should  be  delegated  to  a  junior  officer. 

"  Your  seniority  brings  under  your  knowledge  the  passing 
intelligence  from  all  quarters ;  the  despatches  are  submitted  for 
your  perusal,  enabling  you  thus  to  keep  up  a  chain  of  information 
which  could  not  with  equal  advantage  be  possessed  by  a  junior. 

"  In  the  event  of  extreme  peril,  or  injury  to  the  persons 
or  property  of  British  merchants,  you  cannot  but  admit  that 
the  appearance  of  a  frigate  outside  must  impart  more  confidence 
than  can  be  calculated  on  by  a  vessel  of  inferior  force,  par- 
ticularly when  the  bar  is  practicable. 

'*  To  sum  up  all.  The  precarious  position  of  Dom  Pedro, 
and  the  possible  contingency  already  known  to  you,  will  be  a  suffi- 
cient answer  against  the  impropriety  of  leaving  such  a  station 
unprotected,  which  would  justly  place  me  under  a  heavy  censure 
and  responsibility  for  misapplication  of  the  force  under  my 
command. 
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*'  Bat  haying  given  jon  mj  sentimentB,  let  me  add  that  I  leave 
them  to  yonr  consideration ;  with  fall  permission  to  ran  down 
here,  whenever  joa  deem  it  a  good  opportunity,  to  replenish 
yonr  provisions,  water,  and  stock.  I  apprehend  a  westerly  wind 
will  afford  the  most  favourable  occasion  for  your  absence,  during 
which  time  you  should  leave  the  '  Nimrod  '  to  attend  your  duties 
off  Oporto,  and  fill  up  all  the  ships  with  bread,  rum,  sugar,  tea, 
and  chocolate,  as  far  as  they  can  stow,  before  you  come  away. 

"  The  use  of  the  King's  pendant,  in  the  case  of  the  '  Lord  of 
the  Isles '  steamer,  was  a  flagrant  abuse,  heightened  by  the  fact 
of  an  officer  from  the  'Dom  Pedro'  having  conducted  her  in, 
which  could  not  be  quietly  passed  over ;  and  I  quite  approve  of 
the  pendant  having  been  taken  away,  and  forwarded  with  the 
necessary  particulars  to  the  Admiralty,  who  may  impose  the 
penalty  for  such  conduct. 

"We  have  no  muster-paper,  but  you  must  get  over  your 
repugnance  to  official  letters,  and  send  demands  and  public 
applications  for  whatever  may  be  wanted  for  the  squadron, 
without  which  they  may  possibly  be  overlooked. 

"  Whenever  you  appear  I  shall  be  happy  to  welcome  you,  aud 
to  convince  you  that  I  am,  as  ever,  with  every  good  wish  for 
the  season,  sincerely  and  faithfully  yours." 


"  Robert  Lucas,  Esq.* 

"  '  Asia,'  Saturday  evening,  29th  December,  1832. 
"  I  have  referred  to  the  late  Orders  ia  Council,  and  instruc- 
tions transmitted  to  me  respecting  them,  which  do  not  authorise 
us  to  permit  vessels  under  Dutch  colours  with  perishable  cargoes 
to  proceed  without  interruption." 

While  the  cause  of  Donha  Maria  and  the  Con- 
titution  was  nearly  at  its  lowest  ebb,  and  when 
more  than  nine-tenths  of  Portugal  had  either  rallied 
round  Dom   Miguel,  or  silently  acquiesced   in  his 

*  Mr.  Lucas  was  nearly,  if  not  quite,  the  last  of  the  EngHsh 
merchants  at  Lisbon  who  enjoyed  special  privileges  by  treaty. 
His  genial  hospitality  will  be  long  remembered. 
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strength  and  power,  Dom  Pedro  received  an  un- 
expected and  most  important  help  from  the  savage 
and  foolish  proclamation  of  General  Gaspar  Tixeira, 
the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Miguelite  forces 
before  Oporto,  which  destroyed  every  hope  of  in- 
ducing the  gallant  followers  of  Dom  Pedro  and  the 
citizens  of  Oporto  to  come  to  terms,  or  to  make  any 
political  arrangement  with  Dom  Miguel;  and  the 
author  of  the  **  Civil  War  in  Portugal  "  states, 
"  that  it  was  an  addition  of  thousands  to  the  ranks 
of  the  liberal  army.  The  fate  of  all  was  known, 
should  they  fail  in  the  defence  of  Oporto ;  nothing 
less  than  the  extermination  of  the  last  man  ;  to  the 
last  man  were  they  determined  to  resist." 
Part  of  the  proclamation  ran  thus  : — 

"  Soldiers  I  let  the  day  of  attack  be  that  of  our  victory  ;  but 
remember,  that  yictorj  will  not  be  complete  as  long  as  one  single 
revolutionist  exists;  swear,  then,  that  you  will  not  quit  your 
arms,  and  that  you  will  not  rest,  until  you  have  entirely  exter- 
minated the  rebels.  The  King  and  the  nation  expect  from  you 
this  great  work.     Their  hopes  will  not  be  deceived." 

On  the  last  day  of  this  year,  a  ceremony,  affecting 
deeply  the  Constitutional  parties  in  Spain  and 
Portugal,  took  place  at  Madrid.  All  the  high  digni- 
taries of  Spain  having  been  summoned  to  the  Royal 
CouncU,  the  King  delivered  to  the  Minister  of  Grace 
and  Justice  a  paper,  written  and  signed  by  himself, 
to  read  to  the  Council,  the  purport  of  which  was  : — 

"  My  Boyal  mind  having  been  surprised  in  a  moment  of  great 
agony,  in  consequence  of  the  illness  from  which  the  Divine  mercy 


1832]  THE   LIFE  OP   SIR  W.   PARKER.  163 

has  preserved  me,  I  signed  a  decree  derogatory  to  the  Pragmatic 
Sanction  of  tlie  29th  March,  1830,  decreed  by  mj  augnst  father 
on  the  petition  of  the  Cortes  in  1789,  to  establish  the  regular 
succession  to  the  Grown  of  Spain.  The  perturbation  and  anguish 
in  which  I  was,  at  a  moment  when  my  life  seemed  every 
moment  to  be  departing  from  me,  show  that  there  was  no  de- 
liberation in  thi9  act,  even  if  the  nature  and  effects  of  it  did  not 
make  it  clear.  Neither  as  King  could  I  destroy  the  fundamental 
laws  of  the  kingdom  which  I  had  recently  published,  nor  as  a 
&ther  could  I,  of  my  £ree  will,  despoil  my  descendants  of  their 
august  and  legitimate  rights. 

'^  Disloyal  men  or  illusions  surrounded  my  bed,  and  abusing 
the  love  felt  for  Spaniards  by  my  beloved  wife  and  myself, 
increased  my  a£3iction  and  the  bitterness  of  my  state,  assert- 
ing that  the  whole  kingdom  was  against  the  Pragmatic,  and 
orging  the  torrents  of  blood  and  universal  desolation  it  would 
produce  if  not  annulled.  This  atrocious  announcement,  made 
under  circumstances  in  which  truth  was  more  due  to  me  than 
ever,  and  at  a  time  when  I  had  no  means  of  ascertaining  its 
correctness,  frightened  my  weary  spirit,  and  deprived  me  of  my 
rconaining  powers  of  thought  for  the  peace  and  preservation  of 
toy  people,  making,  as  far  as  depended  on  me,  this  great  sacrifice, 
as  stated  in  the  same  decree,  for  the  tranquillity  of  the  Spanish 
nation.  Perfidy  concluded  the  horrid  plot  which  seduction  had 
begun;  and  in  that  day  certificates  were  obtained  for  the  in- 
sertion of  a  decree  breaking  open  the  seal,  which  by  itself  and 
my  own  word  I  had  ordered  to  be  kept  intact  till  my  death. 
Now  being  thoroughly  informed  of  the  manner  in  which  my 
beloved  Spaniards  have  been  calumniated,  who  are  ever  faithful 
to  the  descendant  of  their  Kings,  well  persuaded  that  it  is 
neither  in  my  power  nor  in  my  desire  to  break  the  immemorial 
custom  of  the  succession  established  by  centuries,  sanctioned  by 
law,  aflSbrmed  by  the  illustrious  heroines  who  have  preceded  me  on 
the  throne,  and  solicited  by  the  unanimous  wish  of  these  king- 
doms ;  and  being  this  day  free  from  the  influence  and  coercion 
of  those  sad  circumstances,  I  solemnly  declare,  of  my  own  free 
will  and  my  own  accord,  that  the  decree  signed  in  the  agonies 
of  my  illness  was  snatched  from  me  by  surprise,  and  that  it  is 
null  and  valueless,  being  opposed  to  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 

M   2 
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monarchy,  and  the  duties  which  I  owe  as  King  and  father  to  my 
aagnst  descendants. ''* 

Though  the  delight  of  the  Liberal  party  and  the 
disgust  of  the  Carlist  party  were  suflSciently  marked^ 
not  a  voice  in  the  Privy  Council  was  raised  against 
this  decree. 


*  Translation  from  ^^  Historia  General  de  las  Espanas,"  por 
El  Padre  Mariana,  con  la  continnacion  de  Mariana,  completado 
por  Eduardo  Ghao.    Tomo  III,  chap.  63.     Madrid,  1853. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 
From  1st  January  to  30th  June,  1833. 

Kear-Admiral  Commanding  His  Majesty's  Ships 
AT  Lisbon,  Madeira,  and  the  Azores,  1833. 

"  But  man,  proud  man, 
Drest  in  a  little  brief  authoritj, 
Most  ignorant  of  what  he's  most  assured, 
His  glassy  essence,  like  an  angry  ape, 
Plays  snch  fantastic  tricks  before  high  heaven 
As  make  the  angels  weep." 

— "  Measure  for  Measure.*' 


"  To  Sir  James  Ghraham. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  January  7,  1833. 

**  I  have  written  so  recently  by  the  *  Seaflower '  and  *  Pike, 
that  I  have  not  one  word  to  ofPer  in  addition,  but  as  it  is  possible 
the  '  Carron '  steam-yessel,  which  proceeds  to-morrow,  may  get 
first  to  England,  I  deem  it  right  briefly  to  repeat  the  substance  of 
those  letters,  which  will  inform  you  that  we  have  not  been  able 
to  effect  an  armistice  with  the  authorities  at  Lisbon,  who  decline 
any  proposition  of  the  kind  that  has  not  for  its  basis  the  recogni- 
tion of  Dom  Miguel. 

**  No  party  has  come  forward  to  propose  such  a  measui^e,  or 
any  final  arrangement,  in  consequence  of  the  communications 
made  by  M.  Kopfer,  and  unless  the  Spanish  Grovemment  coin- 
cide in  the  views  entertained  by  Sir  Stratford  Canning's  mission, 
we  cannot  calculate  on  a  successful  result,  without  the  actual 
employment  of  force,  or  at  least  such  a  declaration  as  will  leave 
no  doubt  that  coercion  will  be  resorted  to,  if  necessary,  to  accom- 
plish the  desired  effect. 
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"  Lord  Wm.  Hervey  left  Lisbon  on  the  4tli  instant  to  meet 
Sir  Stratford  Canning  at  Madrid,  with  this  intimation,  and  I  shall 
not  fail  to  apprise  His  Excellency  confidentially  if  anything 
occars  in  this  quarter  that  may  have  the  slightest  influence  on 
the  pending  negotiations,  which  I  need  scarcely  add  are  looked 
upon  with  intense  interest  by  all  parties. 

"  A  French  brig-of-war  arrived  yesterday  in  the  Tagns, 
which  was  fired  at  several  times  by  the  ibrtress  of  St.  Julian  and 
Bugio,  and  compelled  to  anchor  in  the  passage.  One  shot,  it 
appears,  passed  through  her  mainsail  after  her  anchor  was  let  go. 
The  whole  proceeding  has  greatly  incensed  the  officers  of  the 
French  ships  stationed  here,  who,  with  their  Consul-Greneral, 
have,  I  understand,  made  a  strong  representation  to  the  Govern- 
ment,  demanding  redress.  I  have  not  seen  them  to  ascertain  the 
particulars  accurately,  though  I  believe  the  facts  to  be  nearly  as 
I  have  stated. 

*'  I  should  likewise  mention  that  Admiral  Sai*torius'  squad- 
ron has  been  ordered  away  from  Vigo,  which  will,  I  fear,  greatly 
embarrass  them,  as,  independently  of  the  supplies  latterly  obtained 
from  that  place  for  Oporto,  it  afforded  the  best  means  of  replen- 
ishing  their  ships-of-war,  which  are  now,  I  suspect,  very  short  of 
provisions,  and  the  crews,  officers  as  well  as  men,  in  a  sad  state 
of  insubordination." 


"  To  Captain  Geo.  Paulett  Cameron,  Wixe's  Hotel,  Oporto. 

"  H.M.S.  *  Asia,*  in  the  Tagus,  8th  January,  1833. 
"Sib, 

"  I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  relative  to 
the  very  unpleasant  affair  between  yourself  and  Commander 
Belcher,  of  the  *  Asia,'  on  the  late  arrival  of  the  *  Lord  of  the 
Isles  *  steam- vessel  in  the  Douro,  which  I  need  scarcely  add  has 
caused  me  much  regret. 

"As  the  transaction  in  question  has  not,  however,  been 
brought  officially  before  me,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  a 
representation  has  already  been  made  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty 
on  public  grounds,  I  must  decline  entering  into  any  discussion 
on  a  subject  which  will  probably  be  investigated  and  settled  by 
higher  authority. 
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*'  If  I  am  addressing  the  son  of  Lieutenant  Cameron,  who 
perished  in  command  of  the  '  Felix '  schooner,  when  that  vessel 
was  nnforinnately  wrecked  in  the  Bay  of  St.  Andero,  in  1807,  I 
gladlj  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  express  xaj  high  estima* 
tion  of  liis  character,  having  had  the  benefit  of  his  services  as 
First  Ldentenant  in  the  '  Heldin  '  during  the  short  time  I  com- 
manded that  frigate,  thirtj-one  years  ago.* 

^*  Respect  for  his  memory  induces  me  to  observe  that  Captain 
Belcher  was  discharging  a  very  important  duty  in  his  visit  to  the 
steam- vessel,  and  should  the  strong  statement  he  has  made  be 
substantiated  at  the  Horse  Guards,  I  much  fear  that  it  would 
materially  affect  your  future  prospects  in  the  army.  Of  this, 
however,  you  must  be  the  best  judge." 

On  the  12tli  of  January  Admiral  Parker  received 
intelligence  from  Cadiz  that  a  Spanish  squadron 
had  left  that  place  for  Vigo.  He  therefore  directed 
Captain  Sir  Fleming  Senhouse  t  to  proceed  thither 
in  the  "St.  Vincent."  He  also  remonstrated,  in 
writing,  with  Viscount  Santarem,  on  the  "Panta- 
loon," having  been  fired  at  while  leaving  the  Tagus. 
On  the  19th  a  French  brig-of-war  arrived  to  demand 
satisfaction  for  Dom  Miguel's  batteries  having  sunk 
a  French  merchant  brig  in  the  Douro. 

On  the  27th  news  arrived  of  the  action  off  Oporto 
on  the  24th.  Baron  Sohgnac,  a  French  General,  who 
had  served  under  Napoleon,  had  arrived  and  taken 
command  of  Dom  Pedro's  army.  Much  was  ex- 
pected from   him.     On  his  arrival  Dom  Pedro,  in 

*  Vol.  I,  p.  168. 

t  Sir  Fleming  Senbouse  was  made  a  Lieutenant  in  1802,  and 
obtaiaed  bis  post  rank  in  1814.  He  died  in  command  of  H.M.S. 
'*  Blenbeim,"  in  Cbina,  14tb  June,  1841.  See  also  O'Byme's 
"  Naval  Biograpby." 
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the  uniform  of  a  Colonel,  attended  him  round  the 
lines.  The  first  action  was  to  have  been  a  com- 
bined movement,  in  which  Admiral  Sartorius  was 
to  attack  the  Castle  of  Qu6jo ;  but  there  was  a 
disturbance  in  his  squadron,  and  the  sailors  revised 
to  obey  their  officers.  The  Emperor  interfered  with 
the  troops,  and  would  not  allow  the  column  on  which 
the  French  General  had  reckoned  to  advance,  and 
the  Pedroite  troops  were  forced  back  with  a  loss  of 
252,  of  whom  25  were  officers. 

Matters  at  Oporto  went  very  badly  for  Dom 
Pedro.  Several  cases  of  cholera  had  made  their 
appearance.  The  distress  for  provisions  and  ammu- 
nition was  very  great.  The  "  Raven,"  cutter,  which 
arrived  at  Lisbon  on  the  23rd  February,  reported 
that  for  three  weeks  the  weather  had  prevented  any 
supplies  crossing  the  bar  at  Oporto.  Admiral  Parker 
sent,  through  Colonel  Sorell,  the  British  Consul,  100 
cruzados  to  the  subscription  in  aid  of  the  suffering 
poor  in  that  city,  and  subscriptions  came  from 
England.  But  the  distress  among  the  women  and 
children  was  very  great. 

The  defenders  of  Oporto  were  divided  into  four- 
teen different  political  sects,  but  it  is  stated  that 
when  the  signal-bell  tolled  all  united  at  once  for 
the  common  defence.  Though  food  was  scarce, 
wine  of  the  best  quality  was  plentiful  during  the 
whole  of  the  siege,  and  the  active  progress  of  the 
cholera  was  checked  by  it,  nevertheless  this  disease 
and  the  continual  bombardment  destroyed  thousands. 
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In  the  months  of  February  and  March  Saldanha's 
military  skill  had  become  the  admiration  of  all  in 
Oporto.  At  the  beginning  of  April  the  bar  became 
passable  and  provisions  came  in. 

M.  de  Cordova,  a  new  Spanish  Minister,  arrived 
at  Lisbon  early  in  the  year.  He  was  eager  for  the 
cause  of  Dom  Miguel,  and  did  his  utmost  to  influence 
Admiral  Parker  on  his  behalf.  Captain  Senhouse 
arrived  at  Vigo  at  a  most  useful  time,  and  soon  found 
himself  engaged  in  a  correspondence  with  the  Spanish 
Commodore  and  Sartorius.  One  hundred  of  the 
English  sailors,  in  disgust  at  the  treatment  Admiral 
Sartorius  had  received,  availed  themselves  of  their 
contract,  left  Donha  Maria's  service,  and  landing  at 
Corunna,  appealed  ta  Admiral  Parker  for  a  passage 
to  England,  as  British  subjects  in  distress. 

"  To  Yice-Admiral  Sartorius,  &c. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  14th  January,  1833. 

*'  It  cannot  be  unknown  to  you  that  Sir  Stratford  Canning  is 
probably  by  this  time  at  Madrid  on  a  special  mission,  for  the 
purpose  of  endeavouring,  conjointly  with  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, to  effect  an  adjustment  of  the  affairs  of  Portugal.  It  is 
neither  my  intention  or  wish  to  enter  at  present  on  the  question 
of  infringed  neutrality  propounded  by  the  requisition  for  your 
departure  from  the  ports  and  waters  of  Spain,  but  it  is  so 
apparent  that  any  opposition  on  your  part  to  comply  with  it 
must  operate  unfavourably  to  the  interests  of  Dom  Pedro  with 
that  country  in  the  pending  negotiations,  that  I  am  induced  to 
call  your  attention  to  the  fact,  that  the  object  so  desirable  to  all 
parties  may  not  be  frustrated  by  any  misapprehension  or  unrea- 
sonable act  of  menace  or  collision. 

"  The  British  squadron  will  take  care  that  you  are  not 
molested  on  the  coast  of  Portugal  with  impunity  by  any  Spanish 
force,  provided  no  undue  provocation  has  been  given  against 
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them.  Bat  we  cannot  interfere,  without  orders  from  England, 
to  prevent  your  expulsion  from  the  ports  and  territory  of  Spain. 
The  case  is,  however,  already  submitted  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment by  Mr.  Addington,  and  instructions  will  doubtless  be  given 
on  the  subject. 

'*  It  is  long  since  I  have  heard  from  you,  but  I  have  been 
glad  to  receive  good  accounts  of  you,  and  that  you  were  looking 
well  under  all  your  diflBculties  and  anxieties,  of  which  you  have 
indeed  had  an  overflowing  measure.  I  do  most  cordially  hope, 
my  dear  Admiral,  that  they  may  soon  terminate  satisfactorily, 
and  with  hearty  good  wishes  for  your  welfare,  accompanied  by 
the  good  old  blessings  of  the  present  season,  be  assured,  &c." 


From  Sir  James  Orakam. 


"  Admiralty,  19th  January,  1833. 
"  I  have  been  absent  from  London  at  my  election,  and  even 
if  I  had  been  present  here,  I  could  not  have  adde(l  anything  to 
the  information  given  to  you  by  Sir  Thomas  Hardy,  and  to  the 
full  instructions  under  which  you  are  acting.  The  private  intel- 
ligence conveyed  by  you  to  me  in  your  letters  is  most  valuable, 
and  keeps  the  Government  accurately  informed  of  the  real  state 
of  affairs  in  Portugal.  It  is  clear  that  unless  Pedro  by  some 
better  directed  effort  gains  a  decided  advantage  on  the  Douro,  or 
unless  Sir  Stratford  Canning  succeeds  in  his  embassy  at  Madrid 
to  an  extent  which  can  hardly  be  anticipated,  no  rational  hope 
of  an  armistice  to  the  exclusion  of  Miguel  can  be  maintained. 
SuflBcient  time,  however,  must  be  given  for  the  full  development 
of  these  two  contingencies ;  and  in  the  interim  you  must  con- 
tinue to  occupy  your  present  position  in  the  Tagus ;  and  although 
our  squadron  in  the  Douro  is  placed  in  very  trying*  and  difficult 
circumstances,  yet,  having  decided  on  the  necessity  of  its  presence 
there,  and  having  announced  a  fixed  resolution  not  to  withdraw 
it,  wo  must  not  waver,  but  must  firmly  uphold  the  respect  firom 
both  sides  which  is  due  to  it.  I  see  no  reason  to  blame  Captain 
Glascock,  who  has  acted  gallantly  and  well  amidst  conflicting 
difficulties.  To  withdraw  him  from  the  command,  after  all  that  has 
passed,  might  be  considered  an  unjust  slur;  but  if  you  think  that 
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the  King's  service  would  be  promoted  hj  sending  another  officer, 
you  may  take  the  step,  and  I  will  ensure  to  Capfcain  Olaseock,  if 
yon  are  satisfied  with  him,  that  he  shall  not  suffer  in  his  profes- 
sion. Yon,  of  course,  will  continue  to  abstain  from  all  measures 
of  force,  excepting  in  the  single  case,  for  which  your  instructions 
provide,  of  insult  offered  to  the  British  flag,  or  unredressed  injury 
to  Britisb  persons  or  property. 

"  It  is  with  pleasure  I  repeat  the  assurance  that  in  no  one 
instance  have  you  departed  from  the  spirit  of  your  instructions 
or  from  the  intentions  of  the  Government,  and  that  your  conduct 
in  the  difficult  command  intrusted  to  you  continues  to  reoeivje 
the  full  approbation  of  His  Majesty  and  of  my  colleagues. 

"  Tou  will  give  us  timely  notice  if  you  want  any  stores  or 
provisions ;  all  your  ships  should  be  kept  quite  ready  for  sea  at 
the  shortest  notice." 


"  To  Commander  Glascock. 

JSxtract. 

"  *  Afiia,'  Lisbon,  January  20th,  1833. 
*^  I  can  assure  you  from  experience  that  you  are  not  singular  in 
the  abuse  and  slander  that  may  be  circulated  against  you,  which  I 
believe  no  one  escapes  who  does  his  duty  as  a  neutralist  honour- 
ably and  impartially.  You  must,  however,  allow  me  to  remind  you 
that,  however  your  feelings  may  be  excited  with  indignation,  you 
will  evince  both  prudence  and  forbearance  very  praiseworthily  by 
abstaining,  as  much  as  possible,  from  any  remark  either  for  or 
against  the  Constitutionalists.  A  thousand  lies  will  still  be 
propagated,  as  they  are  also  daily  against  myself,  even  to  report- 
ing conversations  which  I  never  uttered.  However,  I  persevere 
in  refraining  from  any  remarks,  either  good,  bad,  or  indiJOTerent, 
and  strongly  recommend  you  to  observe  a  similar  course,  that  in 
the  peculiar  and  delicate  situation  in  which  we  are  placed  there 
may  not  be  even  the  shadow  of  a  ground  for  malignant  aspersions. 
Preserving  also  the  good  understanding  which  you  have  esta- 
blished with  the  Miguelites  on  the  south  side,  I  would  avoid  more 
frequent  communications  with  them  than  are  absolutely  neces- 
sary, to  prevent  jealous  and  injurious  suspicions  in  the  Pedroites, 
which,  however  contemptible  in  themselves,  might  at  this  con- 
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janctnre  cause  little  embarrassments,  from  which  it  is  desirable 
we  should  be  altogether  free. 

**  I  do  not  mention  this  as  an  inference  that  you  have  been 
imprudent,  but  to  induce  you  to  be  as  guarded  and  as  cautious  as 
possible  in  all  you  do  or  say,  and  to  notice  well,  and  know  well,  the 
individuals  before  whom  you  may  express  any  seutiment,  which 
may  be  repeated  with  all  the  mischief  of  exaggeration.  Nobody, 
beHeve  me,  has  more  reason  than  myself  to  follow  the  line  here 
suggested,  and  with  this  circumspection  it  is  not  possible,  I  am 
aware,  to  escape  the  vilifications  of  unprincipled  partisans.  Pray 
keep  all  this  within  your  own  breast ;  the  suggestions  are  offered 
in  friendship ;  like  myself  you  have  numerous  enemies,  ready  to 
inflict  an  injury  when  their  malignant  propensities  can  be 
gratified.*' 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
Extract. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  28th  January,  1833. 

"  My  public  despatch  by  the  present  conveyance  (*  Pantaloon ') 
will  apprise  the  Admiralty  of  my  having  ordered  the  *  St.  Yin- 
cent'  to  Vigo.  Mr.  Addington's  letters  to  Lord  William  Bussell 
intimated  so  unequivocally  the  determination  of  the  Spanish 
Government  to  exclude  the  ships  of  Dom  Pedro  from  their  ports, 
that  when  I  subsequently  learnt  from  Mr.  Brackenbury  that  the 
Spanish  squadron  had  actually  sailed  from  Cadiz,  supposed  for 
Vigo,  I  had  no  doubt  remaining  that  they  were  sent  to  enforce 
the  departure  of  Admiral  Sartorius,  who,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Ad- 
dington,  had  protested  against  such  a  measure  as  an  infraction 
of  neutrality. 

"  However  questionable  this  may  be,  I  presume  we  should 
not  be  justified  in  interfering  to  prevent  the  coercive  expulsion 
of  his  squadron  from  any  part  of  the  territoiy  of  Spain  should 
he  refuse  to  retire  quietly. 

"  My  instructions  to  Sir  F.  Senhouse  are  given  on  this  con- 
struction of  international  law ;  but  he  is  not  to  allow  any  act  of 
violence  beyond  the  Spanish  boundary,  unless  the  aggression 
rests  with  Dom  Pedro's  forces. 

*'  A  dispute  with  the  Spaniards  may  prove  so  injurious  to 
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Donha  Maria's  caose,  and  Sir  Stratford  Canning's  negotiations 
at  Madrid,  that  I  have  addressed  a  private  letter  to  Admiral 
Sartorius  on  the  subject,  of  which  a  copy  is  now  inclosed.  I 
have  desired  Sir  F.  Senhonse  to  support  this  hj  any  private 
influence  he  may  possess,  and  have  directed  him  likewise  to 
exert  his  good  offices  to  the  utmost  with  the  Spanish  authorities, 
not  to  molest  Sartorius  should  he  be  driven  for  shelter  within 
the  Bayona  Islands. 

^'  The  Vice-Admiral's  situation  is  really  deplorable ;  much 
disaffection  I  understand  prevails  amongst  his  officers  and  crews, 
many  of  whom  have  deserted.  His  crazy  ships  are  destitute  of 
stores,  very  short  of  provisions,  and  no  friendly  port,  or  even 
anchorage  to  resort  to. 

^'  K  the  Spanish  ships  do  not  evince  any  disposition  to  leave 
their  own  port,  the  *  St.  Vincent '  will  return  to  the  Tagus. 

"  I  believe  Sir  Stratford  Canning  reached  Madrid  on  the 
9th  instant.  I  have  apprised  him  of  the  orders  Sir  F.  SenhouBe 
is  acting  under,  and  I  hope  the  line  I  have  taken  will  meet  the 
wishes  of  Government. 

"  The  hope  that  Marshal  Solignac  will  achieve  some  military 
advantage,  which  may  operate  favourably  for  the  negotiations  at 
Madrid,  has  been  almost  paralysed  by  the  recent  change  in  Dom 
Pedro's  administration,  which  is  viewed  with  regret  by  his  best 
friends,  as  it  is  thought  the  principles  of  the  party  now  getting 
the  ascendancy  will  be  held  by  Spain  as  an  insuperable  bar  to 
'  any  arrangement  of  the  affairs  of  Portugal  by  treaty,  short  of 
the  recognition  of  Dom  Miguel.  The  recal  of  the  Count  Monte- 
alegre  from  Lisbon  has,  however,  been  hailed  with  satisfaction 
by  all  the  moderate  party. 

*'  Reinforcements,  I  believe,  have  been  recently  landed  near 
Oporto,  notwithstanding  the  opposing  batteries  on  the  south 
side.  The  latter  are,  however,  increased  in  strength,  and  all 
supplies  are  now  precarious,  and  obtained  with  difficulty,  espe- 
cially at  this  season.  Dom  Pedro  must  be  adding  to  his 
numbers,  but  I  cannot  hear  of  any  defection  amongst  the 
MigueHte  troops,  which  would  be  the  best  criterion  of  improve- 
ment to  the  cause  of  Donha  Maria. 

*'  I  have  scarcely  a  report  from  the  Douro  without  some 
account  of  our  ships  or  boats  having  been  fired  at  by  one 
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or  other  of  the  belligerents.  On  the  last  occasion  General 
Lemos,  commanding  a  division  on  the  south  side,  appears  to 
have  paid  prompt  and  hononrable  attention  to  a  complaint  of 
this  kind  against  one  of  the  soldiers ;  the  man  was  sentenced  to 
receive  200  stripes,  but  afterwards  pardoned  at  the  peiBonal 
intercession  of  Commander  Glascock,  in  a  manner  that  will  I 
trust  be  quite  satisfactoiy  to  you. 

"  I  am  sorry  to  find  that  officer  is  veiy  unpopular  with  the 
Pedroites  in  the  Douro;  but  I  believe  no  one  must  expect 
favour  amoDg  them  who  preserves  an  impartial  neutrality, 
which  he  appears  to  have  done  both  honourably  and  zealously ; 
this  I  suspect  is  the  sum  of  his  ofEending,  though  from  the 
calumnies  that  have  been  circulated  against  our  little  squadron 
(which  Dom  Pedro's  Government  were  un^nlling  to  contradict 
when  required  to  do  so  by  the  Consul  at  Oporto,  as  well  as  my- 
self) it  is  possible  that  Commander  Glascock  may  have  expressed 
himself  with  no  friendly  feelings  towards  them — not  more  so 
probably  than  such  aspersions  deserved.  I  will,  however,  give 
him  a  hint  on  this  point,  but  I  apprehend  the  prejudice,  that  is 
inimical  to  their  cause,  will  not  be  very  readily  removed  from 
Dom  Pedro's  mind. 

"  The  *  Leveret '  amved  on  the  18th,  and  I  am  much  obliged 
by  your  permitting  Lieutenant  Lapidge  to  return  to  this  station. 

**  At  Lisbon  all  remains  quiet.  The  Portuguese  squadron 
is  preparing  for  sea,  but  the  74  is  short  of  men,  and  will  not 
probably  be  ready  in  less  than  three  weeks  or  a  month. 

"  The  artillerymen  have  nearly  all  been  withdrawn  from  the 
batteries  on  the  Tagus,  and  marched  to  the  northward — replaced 
by  militia — ^the  whole  force  remaining  in  this  vicinity  is  now 
estimated  at  something  less  than  12,000  men." 


*'  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
Extract. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  24th  January,  1833. 

"  No  letters  from  Oporto  have  reached  me  of  a  later  date 

than  the  14th  instant,  but  I  hear  Marshal  SoUgnac  has  made  a 

demonstration  with  his  troops   outside  the  lines,  probably  to 

ascertain  the  weak  points  of  the  besieging  force  previous  to 
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a  determmed  attack.  Any  success  would  be  of  the  greatest 
advantage  in  Sir  S.  Canning's  negotiationsi  but  the  party  at 
present  in  power  at  Oporto  are  holding  a  high,  if  not  violent, 
tone,  and  appear  to  be  as  impracticable  as  the  Miguelites  in  con- 
senting to  an  armistice,  or  an  j  arrangement  (except  at  the  point 
of  their  swords)  that  does  not  confirm  in  full  extent  the  consti- 
tntional  power  and  principles.  They  will  thus,  I  fear,  cause 
mnch  embarrassment  at  Madrid  prejudicial  to  the  real  interests 
of  ibis  country ;  for  I  feel  satisfied  that  the  moderate  and  just 
propositions  of  the  British  Government  for  settling  the  affairs  of 
Portngal,  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to  communicate,  are  the 
best  calculated  to  reconcile  all  parties. 

'^  Permanent  tranquillity,  under  the  sway  of  Dom  Miguel 
cannot  reasonably  be  expected  by  any  who  have  witnessed  the 
evils  and  mischiefs  that  have  existed  under  the  present  mis- 
government.     I  believe,  on  the  other  hand,  that  neither  the 
Constitutional  Charter,  or  the  changes  in  the  Church  Establish- 
ment, contemplated  by  Dom  Pedro,  are  at  this  moment  generally 
desired,  and  the  cause  of  Donha  Maria  has  probably  lost  many 
adherents  from  these  points  being  persisted  in  by  the  Pedroites. 
^'  The  French  brig-of-war  *  D'Assis '  entered  the  Tagus  on 
the  19th,  with  M.  Cochelet  on  board,  as  the  bearer  of  despatches 
irom  the  French  Ch)vemment,  peremptorily  requiring  satisfac- 
tion for   the  destruction    of   the    French    merchant    steamer 

*  Alcyon '  by  the  batteries  on  the  Doaro. 

"  This  is  the  day  appointed  for  the  definitive  answer  of  the 
Portuguese  Grovemment  to  the  demands  of  the  French  Consul 
and  Commodore  for  the  dismissal  of  the  Governors  of  Forts 
St.  Julian  and  Bugio,  having  fired  on  the  *  Cuirassier '  and 

*  Menagerie '  brigs-of-war." 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
Extract. 

"  '  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  2nd  February,  1833. 

**  I  was  glad  to  find  the  Admiral  quitted  Vigo  voluntarily ; 

the  requisition  he  received  was  I  understand  to  move  out  of 

gun-shot  of  ihe  forts,  but  he  considered  this  last  act  of  Spain  so 

offensive  that  if  he  had  not  heard  of  the  intended  interference  of 
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England  and  Franco,  he  confesses  (in  a  private  letter)  that  he 
should  have  seized  the  first  opportunity  of  reciprocating  their 
conduct,  ad  it  combined  both  hostility  and  bitter  insult. 

"  The  *  St.  Vincent,*  which  arrived  at  Vigo  two  days  after 
the  departure  of  Dom  Pedro's  squadron,  was  received  with  much 
courtesy,  and,  as  I  learn  from  Sir  S.  Canning,  there  is  not  at 
present  any  question  of  adopting  measures  calculated  to  interfere 
with  the  provisioning  of  Oporto,  as  heretofore,  by  vessels  under 
friendly  flags,  and  that  Dom  Pedro*s  ships  would  not  probably 
be  molested  at  the  Bayona  Islands,  I  have  directed  Sir  F. 
Senhouse  to  rejoin  me,  in  readiness  to  meet  the  orders  respect- 
ing the  *  St.  Vincent,*  which  Sir  Thomas  Hardy  leads  me  shortly 
to  expect. 

'^  Admiral  Sartx)rius  informs  me  that  he  has  got  rid  of  the 
unruly  part  of  his  crews,  and,  though  fewer  in  number,  he  has 
increased  confidence  in  the  support  of  the  remainder. 

"  I  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  repeated  acts  of  apparent 
folly  which  the  Miguelites  have  manifested  by  the  unprovoked 
or  incautious  fire  of  their  batteries  both  on  the  French  and 
English  vessels  of  war.  It  is  so  palpably  contrary  to  the  real 
interests  of  the  existing  Grovernment  that  I  cannot  withhold 
credit  to  their  disavowal  of  its  being  done  without  their 
authority.  It  may  possibly  be  caused  by  the  careless  manner  in 
which  their  orders  are  given,  but  I  incline  to  think  it  has  been 
the  wilful  act  of  subordinates,  either  to  gratify  a  rancorous  feel- 
ing against  the  French  and  English,  or  designed  by  individuals 
who  secretly  favour  the  constitutional  cause,  to  produce  a  rupture 
which  may  be  the  means  of  securing  a  powerful  auxiliary.* 

*'  In  the  recent  instance  of  two  shots  fired  near  the  '  Panta- 
loon '  when  she  last  left  the  Tagus,  the  Government  declare  they 
were  meant  for  a  fishing-boat,  of  which  their  guard-boat  was  in 
pursuit  at  the  time,  at  no  great  distance,  and  actually  stopped 
her  for  attempting  to  go  out  without  a  proper  clearance,  but  the 
position  in  which  the  shot  fell  left  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of 
Lieutenant  Dacres  that  they  were  aimed  at  the  brig.  I  have 
accordingly  reminded  Viscount  Santarem  that  the  Grovernment 
must  be  held  responsible  for  the  acts  of  its  officers  and  soldiers, 

*  See  page  109. 
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and  if  proper  orders  are  not  given  to  prevent  occurrences  we 
sliall  be  obliged  to  retort  in  the  same  way." 


^*  To  Sir  James  Gbabam. 

"  •  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  9tli  February,  1833. 

''The  '  Rhadamanthus '  returned  yesterday  afternoon  from 
Oporto,  bringing  the  answers  to  Sir  S.  Canning's  despatches, 
with  which  his  courier  proceeds  this  day  to  Madrid. 

"  I  have  also  letters  from  the  Douro  to  the  3rd  instant,  but  I 
am  sorry  to  say  they  are  far  from  satisfactory. 

"  It  now  appears  that  the  affair  of  the  24th,  to  which  I  alluded 
in  my  last,  was  a  failure  caused  by  the  injudicious  interference  of 
Dom  Pedro  himself,  in  withholding  the  re-inforcements,  which 
had  been  ordered  from  the  city  by  Marshal  Solignac,  to  support 
his  attack  on  the  position  of  Castro  and  the  castle  of  Quejo. 
The  MarshaPs  plan  of  placing  his  enemy  between  two  fires  was 
thus  frustrated,  and  his  retreat  became  necessary,  together  with 
the  abandonment  of  the  Castro  Hill,  which  had  been  gallantly 
carried.  The  disappointment  has  caused  much  unpleasant  sensa- 
tion, and  there  is,  I  fear,  connected  with  it  some  little  misunder- 
standing between  the  land  and  sea  services. 

''  Several  sequestrations  of  property  belonging  to  convents 
are  officially  announced  at  Oporto,  and  a  forced  loan  is  talked  of, 
which,  if  ordered,  will  cause  much  discontent.  To  add  to  their 
difficulties  the  cholera  has  certainly  made  its  appearance.  It 
has  been  kept  secret  as  long  as  possible,  and  to  lull  apprehension 
is  termed  '  aggravated  dysentery,^  but  though  the  fatal  cases  have 
as  yet  not  been  many,  enough  have  occurred  to  prove  it  is  not 
free  from  spasmodic  character. 

"  The  rigid  quarantine  contemplated  by  Spain  will,  of  course, 
be  observed  in  full  force,  and  the  impracticability  of  obtaining 
supplies  from  that  quarter  will  probably  be  seriously,  if  not 
ruinously,  felt.  We  must,  of  course,  calculate  on  the  communi- 
cations with  Oporto  being  subjected  to  similar  sanitary  restric- 
tions at  Lisbon. 

"  Admiral  Sartorius  gives  me  (privately)  a  lamentable 
account  of  his  ships.  When  the  attack  was  ordered  on  the  24th, 
the  crew  of  the  frigate  '  Donha  Maria '  mutinied,  and  refused  to 
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get  under  weigh  to  co-operate  with  the  troops  against  Qa6jo 
until  he  went  himself  on  board. 

"  I  believe  he  has  been  pressed  from  hence  to  appear  ofB  the 
Tagns ;  bnt  he  observes  that  nntil  he  can  get  money  to  pay  at 
least  a  portion  of  the  arrears  due  to  his  men,  and  completed  the 
water  of  the  squadron,  it  cannot  be  effected.  In  the  articles  of 
bread  and  rice,  his  crews  are  now  living  on  the  savings  of  their 
allowance,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  cattle  killed  and  salted 
during  the  short  time  they  were  in  favour  at  Vigo,  the  ships 
must  all  have  now  been  in  England  or  France  for  want  of  food. 

"  The  French  Consul  received  three  days  ago  official  intima- 
tion from  Viscount  Santarem  of  the  dismissal  of  the  Governor  of 
St.  Julian's  for  firing  on  their  brigs-of-war.  I  believe  they  went 
through  the  form  of  a  oourt-martisl." 


"  To  Vice-Admiral  Sartorius. 
Extract. 

"  *  Asia,'  Lisbon,  10th  February,  1833. 

"  I  scrawl  a  few  lines  to  thank  you  for  both  your  interesting 
letters,  and  assure  you  I  am  perfectly  alive  to  the  extreme  diffi- 
culties to  which  you  are  daily  exposed,  and  earnestly  hope  your 
perseverance  and  exertions  will  eventually  be  rewarded  with 
success. 

"  We  have  no  news  here.  Oporto  absorbs  every  thought  of 
the  Lisboneans,  but  there  is  a  plentiful  supply  of  materials  for 
discussion  in  the  new  Parliament,  and  more,  I  fear,  than  will  be 
satisfactorily  disposed  of.  Ten  thousand  troops  are  required  to 
keep  our  sister  island  in  order.  The  Belgian  question  unsettled, 
Russia  on  the  move  in  the  Black  Sea,  and  expected  to  protect 
her  friend  the  Turk  against  the  conquests  of  Ibrahim  Pasha. 
The  policy  of  the  Northern  Powers  uncertain,  and  Spain  and 
Portugal  anything  but  tranquillized.  May  Heaven  send  a  speedy 
and  happy  adjustment  of  the  latter  misfortunes.' 

"  With  every  good  wish  to  yourself,  my  dear  Admiral,  &c." 
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To  Vice- Admiral  Sartorias. 
Extract. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagas,  12th  Febrnarj,  1833. 

*'  I  assore  you  I  grieve  that  the  well-concerted  plan  of  opera- 
tions on  i^e  24th  ultimo  was  defeated  bj  unseasonable  inter- 
ference, and  still  more  at  the  calamitous  account  of  cholera, 
which  I  apprehend  may  prove  the  greatest  enemj  you  hare  yet 
encountered,  and  a  most  injurious  one  in  depriving  you  of  the 
supplies  hitherto  obtained  at  Vigo,  under  friendly  flags.  I 
trust,  however,  it  will  not  increase  materially,  and  that  it  is  not 
of  the  worst  character. 

'*  I  also  lament  the  defective  state  of  your  squadron,  and 
hope  Commander  Evans  may  be  mistaken  in  reporting  that  the 
'  Rainha '  had  but  one  small  anchor,  and  70  fathoms  of  chain- 
cable  remaining  when  he  saw  you  off  the  Douro.  Believe  me  I 
am  quite  alive  to  all  your  difficulties  and  vexations,  and  wish  it 
was  in  my  power  to  minister  to  your  wants.  I  look  with  no 
common  anxiety  to  the  termination  of  this  desolating  contest, 
heartily  hoping  that  under  the  present  skilful  leaders  something 
may  shortly  be  achieved  as  a  forerunner  of  the  desired  event. 

"  You  will  see  by  the  English  papers  that  the  Ministers  have 
enough  on  their  hands  in  the  new  Parliament:  10,000  men 
wanted  to  keep  Ireland  in  order,  with  the  questions  of  Portugal, 
Belgium,  and  Turkey  unsettled,  will  cause  sharp  discussions,  in 
which  aU  concerned  will  come  in  for  a  large  share  of  abuse  from 
one  side  or  other." 


''  To  Sir  James  Qraham. 

"  '  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  16th  February,  1833. 

**  The  last  week  has  produced  nothing  of  any  moment  to 
communicate  to  you  beyond  an  attempt  made  by  Count  Bastos 
(Minister  of  Marine)  to  subject  all  foreign  ships-of-war  to  a 
visit  on  leaving  the  Tagus,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  their 
destination,  number  of  passengers,  &c. 

"  I  have  entered  so  fully  on  this  proceeding  in  my  public 
despatches  that  I  will  not  tax  you  with  a  recapitulation  here, 
but  I  send  a  translated  copy  of  the  obnoxious  order.  It  was 
privately  obtained  by  Lieutenant  Walcot,  of  the  *Asia,'  from  the 
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Captain  of  the  port  (who  has  always  been  very  friendly  to  the 
English),  and  is  couched  in  the  usual  ambiguity  of  Portuguese 
instructions ;  but  Captain  Santos  declared,  without  reserve,  that 
if  not  rescinded,  it  left  him  no  choice  but  to  send  a  boat  along, 
side  the  ships  as  they  were  going  out.  With  this  knowledge  I 
deemed  it  advisable  to  hold  strong  language  in  my  letter  to 
Viscount  Santarem,  to  prevent  not  only  the  present  but  any 
futare  disposition  of  thi.i  kind. 

"  I  feel  it  right,  however,  to  give  you  confidentially  my  sus- 
picion of  the  origin  of  the  contemplated  measure.  Some  of  the 
homeward  packets  have  been  in  the  habit  of  carrying  passengers 
from  hence  to  Oporto,  and  amongst  them  many  refugees,  or  con- 
stitutional partisans,  have  found  the  means  of  escape  by  getting, 
secretly  on  board  in  the  night,  and  subsequently  joining  Dom 
Pedro. 

"  I  have  been  unwilling  to  close  this  remaining  avenue  by 
interfering  with  the  officers  commanding  packets,  who  have 
acted  on  their  own  responsibility  in  any  deviation  from  the 
Post  Office,  or  other  regulations,  with  regard  to  the  passports, 
&c.,  of  passengers ;  but  I  have  forbidden  the  reception  of  any  in 
the  other  ships  of  the  squadron,  or  transports,  without  my  per- 
mission, or  the  use  of  the  King^s  boats  either  in  embarking  or 
landing  them. 

"  I  have  reason,  however,  to  believe  that  no  less  than  thirty 
Portuguese  recently  left  the  Tagus  by  one  vessel ;  and  from  the 
gossip  which  prevails  in  an  extraordinary  degree  at  Lisbon,  and 
the  system  of  espionnage  established,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at 
that  such  deportations  soon  become  known;  to  such  cause, 
therefore,  may  be  attributed  the  order  for  registering  the  ships- 
of-war ;  this  point  (which  I  presume  ought  not  to  be  tolerated) 
is  now  at  rest.  But  l4)resume  it  may  be  necessary  to  direct  the 
officers  of  the  packets  to  be  very  circumspect  in  their  conduct  as 
some  ui^pleasant  detection  may  ensue.  I  wish  at  all  events  to 
make  you  acquainted  with  the  facts  that  you  may  be  prepared, 
in  case  allusion  should  be  made  to  it,  in  any  other  quarter. 

**  The  Gk)vernment  have  not  taken  any  steps  arising  from 
the  reports  of  cholera  at  Oporto.  I  believe  the  sickness  in  their 
own  army  is  not  only  very  extensive,  but  as  formidable  as  any 
that  has  appeared  within  the  lines. 
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'*  An  additional  leyj-  of  6,000  men  is  ordered ;  and  the  14th 
Begimeot,  said  to  be  1,000  strong,  is  preparing  to  march  as  a 
reinforcement  from  Lisbon.  A  hot  impressment  also  took  place 
a  few  days  ago  to  man  the  squadron,  which  is  still  incomplete, 
though  in  other  respects  nearly  ready  for  sea,  and  an  attack  on 
the  Island  of  St.  Michael's  stiU  assigned  as  the  object  of  its 
destination." 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  27th  February,  1833. 

''  From  the  westerly  winds  and  tempestuous  weather  the  last 
three  weeks  we  were  without  any  positive  tidings  from  Oporto 
later  than  the  4th,  until  the  arrival  of  the  '  Raven  '  three  days 
ago  with  letters  to  the  20th,  which  convey  a  most  lamentable 
account  of  Dom  Pedro's  present  position. 

"  The  previous  overcharged  accounts  had  quieted  our  appre- 
hensions of  any  immediate  scarcity  of  provisions  or  ammuni- 
tion, but  the  pressure  of  want,  and  the  impossibility  of  landing 
supplies,  has  revealed  the  calamitous  fact,  that,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  about  six  weeks'  rice,  they  have  but  a  few  days  remain- 
ing and  not  more  gunpowder  than  is  sufficient  to  withstand  one 
serious  attack. 

**  The  deficiency  of  this  article  prevented  the  obstruction 
which  might  otherwise  have  been  ofBered  to  the  erection  of  some 
new  works  on  the  north  side  which  the  Miguelites  have  now 
completed,  to  prevent  further  supplies  by  sea  or  land,  and  they 
are  considered  too  strongly  entrenched  and  stockaded  to  admit 
of  an  attack  with  any  prospect  of  success.  Some  of  the  English 
troops  have  refused  to  act,  unless  their  long  arrears  of  wages  are 
paid,  suspecting  that  the  little  money  that  is  supposed  to  remain 
in  the  treasury  is  kept  in  abeyance  with  sinister  intentions ;  and 
even  if  the  elements  were  favourable,  the  smallest  succours  can- 
not now  be  thrown  in  unless  protected  by  a  considerable  body  of 
troops,  and  an  action  risked  on  disadvantageous  terms.  The 
communication  between  St.  John's  da  Foz  and  Oporto,  is 
nearly  cut  ofE,  and  unless  some  relief  is  obtained  very  shortly, 
the  destruction  of  the  horses  must  be  resorted  to  as  a  temporary 
means  of  subsistence. 
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"  I  await  with  anxiety  the  amyal  of  the  packets,  qow  on  their 
way,  and  if  nothing  occurs  to  indnce  a  different  line,  it  is  my 
intention  to  proceed  with  the  '  Asia '  and  '  Britannia '  off  Oporto, 
or  to  Vigo,  as  the  weather  may  serve,  in  conformity  with  the 
intimation  I  have  officially  announced  to  Captain  Elliot. 

**  I  have  arranged  for  the  '  St.  Vincent '  to  resume  her  station 
in  the  Mediterranean  whenever  such  orders  may  arrive.  Sir 
Fleming  Senhouse  seems  to  have  conducted  his  duties  very 
satisfactorily  at  Vigo,  and  I  am  in  daily  expectation  of  his 
return.  Admiral  Sartorius,  I  understand,  is  gone  there,  and 
from  his  helpless  condition  from  want  of  anchors  and  cables,  I 
believe  he  is  allowed  to  remain  at  anchor  undisturbed  off  the 
town  of  Vigo.  He  is  very  short  of  men,  and  his  additional 
frigate  will  scarcely  enable  him  to  cope  with  his  old  antagonists, 
which  are  nearly  ready  for  sea  in  the  Tagus,  but  I  conclude  they 
will  not  venture  out  before  the  return  of  fine  weather.  I  pro- 
pose to  keep  the  '  Britannia '  principally  in  Vigo  Bay,  when  we 
go  to  the  northward,  as  a  close  approximation  to  the  Douro  is 
too  perilous  at  this  season,  but  the  knowledge  of  her  being  in 
the  vicinity,  with  extra  Marines  on  board,  may  have  the  desired 
effect  in  any  negotiation  for  withdrawing  Dom  Pedro's  troops. 

*'  If  their  destitute  state  is  known  to  the  Miguelites,  it 
becomes  doubtful  if  they  will  quietly  agree  to  an  unmolested 
evacuation  on  any  terms  short  of  the  surrender  of  the  Azores. 
I  sincerely  hope  my  intended  movements,  to  meet  as  far  as  1  can 
the  present  emergency,  will  accord  with  the  wishes  of  yourself 
and  Qovemment. 

'*  Colonel  Sorell  lately  dispatched  a  messenger  from  Oporto 
to  Sir  S.  Canning,  and  I  conclude  he  has  fully  apprised  his 
Excellency  of  the  present  state  of  affairs.  The  cholera,  or 
typhus,  whichever  it  may  be,  for  both  are  assigned  as  the 
character  of  the  prevailing  disease,  happily  does  not  increase, 
but  I  believe  the  sickness  is  great  among  Miguel's  troops. 

''  There  are  strong  rumours  of  the  dismissal  of  Santa  Martha 
from  the  conmiand  of  the  army  of  operations,  coupled  with  that 
of  Barbacene's,  but  I  incline  to  think  it  is  a  Lisbon  fabrication 
to  counteract  in  some  degree  the  disappointment  caused  by  the 
bad  news  from  Oporto. 

**  The  Portuguese   Q-ovemment   have   at  length   published 
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the  dismisaal  of  the  Governor  of  St.  Jnhan  for  firing  at  the 
French  brigs-of-war.  You  will  find  it  in  the  *  Lisbon  G-azette ' 
accompanying  this." 


From  Lord  William  BusselL 

"  March  1st,  1833. 

"  Many  thanks  for  offering  me  the  perusal  of  Sir  F.  Sen- 
house's  coiTespondence,  but  I  must  defer  that  amuaement  till 
I  have  more  leisure. 

"  I  hope  that  Sartorius  will  not  (in  a  fit  of  desperation)  get 
into  collision  with  Spain.  It  is  fortunate  that  he  has  so  calm  a 
mediator  as  Sir  F.  Senhouse  by  his  side. 

'*  The  Spanish  Minister  called  on  me  last  night  saying  he 
heard  that  you  were  going  to  Oporto  to  carry  away  Dom  Pedro. 
I  told  him  Dom  Pedro  was  not  at  all  disposed  to  go  away ;  and 
the  Liberals,  to  excuse  their  own  cowardice,  say  he  would  not 
disgrace  himself  by  going  away  in  an  English  ship.  All  the 
monarchs  of  the  world  have  thought  it  an  honour  to  put  their 
feet  on  the  quarter  deck  of  a  British  ship-of-war,  and  Pedro 
would  be  disgraced  by  it ! these  fellows  are  inso- 
lent in  prosperity  and  crouching  in  adversity 

"  There  are  several  packages  at  Falmouth  for  Lady  William, 
and  I  cannot  get  them.     Some  say  the  Captains  will  not  bring 

them,  some   pert  Jack-in-office,  who   appears   to    be  the 

Dom  Miguel  of  Falmouth,  will  not  let  them  come,  and  others  say 
no  one  has  coufidenoe  enough  in  me  to  pay  half-a-crown  coach 
hire.     It  is  very  provoking.     Tours  sincerely,  &c. 

"  Lord  Grey  gives  you  great  commendation." 


"  To  Captain  Sir  H.  F.  Senhouse,  H.M.S.  *  St.  Vincent.' 
Extract. 

"  *  Asia,'  Lisbon,  2nd  March,  1833. 
"  I  hope  you  will  find  my  instructions  relative  to  supplying 
stores,  or  affording  assistance  to  Dom  Pedro's  squadfon,  clear, 
and  I  shall  be  glad  to  learn  that  our  friend  Sartorius  is  more 
temperate  in  his  tone  to  the  Spaniards ;  a  contrary  demeanour 
will  only  irritate,  and  cripple  rather  than  advance  his  object.  I 
presume  much  of  his  conduct  must  be  attributed  to  his  desperate 
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and  helpless  condition,  and  I  sincerely  hope,  in  consideration  of ' 
it,  the  Spanish  Gt)yernment  at  Madrid   maj  consent  to  some 
relaxation  in  his  favour." 


To  the  same. 
Extract. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  9th  March,  1833. 

*'  The  intrigues  which  are  practised  to  a  great  extent 
amongst  the  Miguelites  will  also  operate  very  favourably  for 
Dom  Pedro ;  they  have  already  involved  the  removal  of  Santa 
Martha,  which  has  caused  disunion  in  their  army;  and  the 
expected  dismissal  of  Count  Bastos  and  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
<&c.  (which  is  in  agitation),  begets  suspicion  amongst  their  pre- 
sent colleagues  in  office,  which  may  lead  to  good  results. 

'*  You  have  had  both  a  difficult  and  unpleasant  correspond- 
ence with  Sartorius,  and  I  regret  that  he  does  not  enter  more 
cordially  and  with  friendly  feelings  into  the  line  of  conduct  pre- 
scribed by  our  restrictive  orders.  I  must,  however,  attribute 
any  little  effervescence  of  temper  or  irritation  to  the  helpless 
condition  to  which  he  is  reduced,  surrounded  by  disaffected  and 
secret  enemies.  I  believe  his  heart  is  excellent,  and  his  honour 
and  probity  unimpeachable.  I  know  not  what  is  to  become 
of  him  if  his  crews,  availing  themselves  of  their  agreement, 
abandon  the  service  at  this  critical  moment,  and  leave  his 
squadron  exposed  to  the  attack  of  the  Miguelite  force,  now  pre- 
paring for  sea  in  the  Tagus,  and  apparently  in  a  state  of  for- 
wardness ;  but  1  believe  they  are  also  very  short  of  men,  provi- 
sions, and  stores  of  every  description,  and  therefore  not  likely  to 
proceed  for  some  time.  If  unfortunately  they  are  enabled  to 
establish  an  efficient  blockade  of  the  Douro,  the  consequences 
will  be  fatal  to  their  opponents. 

^'  Let  me  suggest  to  you  to  be  as  reserved  as  possible  in  the 
nature  of  your  communications  with  either  of  the  belligerents  as 
regards  the  precise  object  of  the  orders  you  are  acting  under ; 
it  may  otherwise  give  an  opening  for  discussions  which  are 
better  avoided ;  and  it  will  be  well  not  to  express  any  opinion 
on  a  question  of  international  \a,w,  or  the  policy  pursued  on  any 
point  connected  with  the  present  affairs  of  the  country  in  any 
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written  document,  unless  such  explanation  is  absolutely  called 
for. 

*'  I  have  great  pleasure  in  officially  recording  my  approba- 
tion of  your  proceedings,  and  I  assure  you  I  think  you  have 
managed  the  oonti-oversy  with  Sartorius  with  excellent  judg-  ^ 
ment  and  address."  * 


'*  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
Extract. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagns,  2nd  March,  1833. 

''It  is  asserted,  on  the  authority  of  a  letter 

from  a  respectable  officer  serving  in  Dom  Miguel's  army,  that 
supplies  were  thrown  into  Oporto  from  the  sea  on  the  22nd  and 
23rd  ultimo  when  the  weather  moderated 

''  Several  vessels  have  been  freighted  in  the  Tagus  with 
provisions  and  stock  for  Oporto,  ostensibly  clearing  for  Gibral- 
tar, but  the  Government  have  not  interdicted  such  exportations. 

*'  The  report  of  the  dismissal  of  Viscount  Santa  Martha 
from  the  command  of  the  army  of  operations  is  confirmed. 

''  The  Miguelites  continue  their  exertions  for  strengthening 
the  army.  All  soldiers  discharged  from  the  line,  or  militia,  as 
far  back  as  1814i,  have  been  called  in  for  examination,  and  those 
fit  for  duty  have  been  retained.  As  an  inducement  also  to 
volunteers,  any  now  entering  for  the  Boyalist  Corps,  it  is  under- 
stood are  to  be  excepted  from  serving  in  the  regulars  or  militia. 

'*  The  squadron  continues  short  of  men  and  without  provi- 
sions, of  which  there  is  not  at  present  a  supply  in  the  arsenal." 


Translation  of  a  Letter  from  His  Imperial  Majesty  Do7n  Pedro  to 
Viscount  Pahnerston.     Supposed  date,  Ma/rch,  1833. 

"  Mt  Lord, 

"  By  the  Chief  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Affairs  of  the 
Kingdom — Councillor  Jose  Balbino  de  Barbosa  e  Aranjo — 
recently  arrived  from  England,  I  received  the  verbal  communi- 
cation which  your  Lordship  addressed  to  me,  by  which  you 
informed  me  that  '  whatever  might  be  the  inclination  of  the 
Spanish  Government  to  settle  the  Portuguese  question  by  nego- 
tiation, your  Lordship  understood  that  nothing  favourable  in 
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this  respect  eould  be  concluded,  bo  long  aa  I  shotdd  retain  the 
present  Ministry,  whose  complexion  was  too  decidedly  marked.' 

'^  With  the  frankness  of  my  character  I  thought  it  right  to 
lay  this  important  communication  before  my  Council  of  Minis- 
ters  \  and  the  members  of  that  Council,  animated  by  gratitude 
for  the  justice,  which,  by  that  act,  I  rendered  to  the  loyalty  of 
their  sentiments,  and  to  the  firm  principle  of  all  and  every  one 
of  them,  begged  my  permission  to  renew  on  that  occasion  in  my 
presence  the  solemn  declaration  of  the  following  bases  on  which 
they  agreed  to  direct  the  line  of  their  policy  when  they  entered 
upon  their  Ministry,  and  from  which  they  are  determined  not  to 
depart,  so  long  as  I  shall  give  them  my  confidence. 

"  1st.  To  do  all  in  their  power  to  place  my  august  daughter 
Donha  Maria  II.  upon  the  throne  which  is  her  right. 

'*  2ndly.  To  cause  my  brother,  the  Infante  Dom  Miguel,  to 
quit  Portugal. 

**  8rdly.  To  propose  and  to  obtain  from  me,  so  soon  aa  these 
two  objects  shall  be  accomplished,  that  I  should  grant  in  the 
name  of  Donha  Maria  II.,  a  full  and  perfect  amnesty  for  all 
Portuguese  subjects,  whatever  may  have  been  their  political 
opinion  during  the  conflict. 

*'  4thly.  After  this,  to  leave  to  the  nation,  convoked  in 
Cortes,  the  decision  of  a  question  which  is  entirely  its  own — 
that  is,  to  declare  the  form  of  Government  which  it  considers 
best  suited  to  it,  understanding,  however,  that  it  is  to  be  in  the 
name  of  Donha  Maria  II. 

'*  This  act  performed,  which  the  Ministers  judged  under  the 
circumstances  indispensable  to  their  gratitude  and  their  duty, 
they  concluded  by  supplicating  me  that  I  would  permit  them  to 
resign  into  my  hands  their  offices  as  Members  of  the  Gk)vemment 
from  the  moment  I  should  think  that  necessary  for  the  public 
service  ;  and  being  assured  that  it  would  be  names  only  and  not 
principles  which  could  call  for  that  measure,  they  would  still  by 
themselves  and  through  their  friends,  assist  the  efforts  and  good 
intentions  of  the  future  Ministry ;  and  if  this  should  not  be  suffi- 
cient, they  would  even  quit  the  kingdom  if  their  presence  should 
impede  the  progress  of  a  business  for  a  favourable  conclusion  of 
which  they  were  ready  to  sacrifice  everything. 

*'  In  this  second  declaration  of  the  Ministry's  political  faith 
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I  find,  my  Lord,  a  perfect  Gonformitj  witb  the  principles 
expressed  by  them  when  I  did  them  the  honour  to  call  them  to 
the  Administration ;  and  in  the  inclination  to  resign  their  <^m- 
ployments  when  the  good  of  the  cause  should  require  it,  I  could 
not  bnt  recognise  a  natural  consequence  of  the  seal  and  indepen- 
dence with  which  they  have  served  the  cause  of  her  Most  Faith- 
ful Majesty,  my  august  daughter. 

''  Under  these  circumstances,  I  have  duly  considered  your 
Lordship's  verbal  communication  and  the  other  points  of  this 
important  business,  and  I  have  reflected  at  the  same  time  on  the 
fact,  that  the  present  Ministry,  having  been  selected  from  the 
most  intelligent  class  of  the  emigrants,  presents  at  once  a  just 
medium  between  the  pure  aristocracy,  which,  from  well-known 
causes,  does  not  inspire  the  nation  with  sufficient  confidence, 
and  the  vain -glorious  spirits  of  whom  the  nation  hae  been 
many  years  tired,  both  by  their  ambition  as  regards  internal 
policy,  and  by  their  absurd  dreams  as  regards  external  policy, 
which  have  only  tended  to  disorganize  and  destroy  it:  and 
moved  by  these  considerations,  as  I  do  not  desire  by  any  means 
to  give  occasion,  on  the  one  hand,  for  delaying  the  happy  settle- 
ment of  this  affair,  nor,  on  the  other,  that  a  sudden  change  in 
the  Ministry,  if  barren  of  results,  should  only  serve  to  announce 
a  change  of  principle  in  my  Councils,  or  at  least  a  vacillation 
extremely  prejudicial  under  the  delicate  circumstances  of  the 
time,  I  resolved  to  submit  to  your  Lordship's  judgment  what  I 
have  above  written  in  order  that  you  may  make  it  known  to  your 
Government — informing  you  at  the  same  time  that  if  this  does 
not  offer  a  sufficient  guarantee  for  the  present  Ministry,  I  am 
ready  to  name  any  other  composed  of  such  individuals  as  the 
British  Gk>vemment  may  point  out  to  me  through  your  Lord- 
ship, provided  the  Gk)vemment  will  give  me  by  letter  from 
your  Lordship  a  solemn  promise — 

''  Ist.  That  an  immediate  armistice  shall  be  imposed  between 
the  two  contending  parties. 

*'  2nd.  That  Donha  Maria  II,  shall  be  recognised  Queen  of 
Portugal  de  facto  et  dejvflre, 

"  3rd.  That  my  brother,  the  Infante  Dom  Miguel,  shall  quit 
the  kingdom,  apd  that  his  marriage  with  my  daughter  shall  be 
declared  by  no  means  admissible. 
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**  4th.  That  the  Portugaese  nation,  represented  in  such 
manner  as  shall  appear  .to  England,  France,  and  Spain  the  most 
advantageous,  shall  be  enabled  to  declare  frankly  in  what  man- 
ner it  desires  to  be  governed  in  the  name  of  Her  Most  Faithful 
Majesty  Donha  Maria  II,  and  by  whom — always  excepting  the 
Infante  Dom  Mignel. 

*'  His  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  giving  a  solemn 
assurance  on  these  four  points,  I  will  not  only  change  the 
administration  as  above  expressed,  but  I  will  grant  a  general 
amnesty  without  any  exception  whatever,  and  I  will  make  all 
personal  sacrifices  which  are  not  contrary  to  my  honour,  and 
which  the  three  Powers  above  referred  to  may  consider  neces- 
sary to  the  happy  termination  of  this  business. 

'^  Such  is,  my  Lord,  the  frankness  with  which  it  has  ap- 
peared to  me  I  ought  to  meet  thq  interest  which  you  have  ever 
manifested  for  the  cause  of  my  august  daughter ;  and  I  hope 
that,  in  that  frankness  your  Lordship  will  find  a  proof  of  my 
well  deserved  gratitude;  while  I  do  not  doubt  that  if  your 
Lordship  (as  I  hope)  will  support  what  I  have  advanced  in  this 
letter,  the  difficulties  will  vanish  which  have  hitherto  paralysed 
a  decision  so  long  demanded  by  reason,  by  justice,  and  by 
humanity. 

''  I  am,  with  the  greatest  consideration, 

"  Your  affectionate  friend, 

''  D.  Pedeo." 


"  To  Captain  Roberts,  R.N.,  C.B.*  H.M.S.  *  Endymion.' 
Extract. 

"  '  Asia,'  Lisbon,  16th  March)  1833. 
"  It  will  be  very  necessary  to  be  scrupulous  that  all  money 
sent  to  Oporto  on  freight  from  England  aud  Lisbon  bears  the 
stamp  of  an  English  or  neutral  transaction,  that  we  may  not 
fairly  be  charged  with  any  violation  of  our  plighted  neutrality ; 
every  occurrence  is    known,  and   the   conduct  of  the   British 

*  The  late  Sir  Samuel  Roberts.  He  had  been  53  times  in 
action,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Out- Pension  of  Greenwich  Hos- 
pital in  1843. 
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sqaadron  must  not  be  compromised  by  any  irregularity,  particu- 
larly when  connected  with  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence." 


"  To  Captain  Sir  Fleming  Senhouse,  Vigo. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  12th  March,  1833. 
Extract. 

''Let  me  thank  you  for  your  last  letters.  You  have  been 
engaged  on  a  service  of  much  anxiety,  and  requiring  great 
circumspection ;  and  I  am  truly  sorry  that  your  finishing  corres- 
pondence with  Sartorius  has  been  of  so  unpleasant  a  character, 
still  more  so  that  the  Admiralty  have  expressed  any  disapproba- 
tion of  your  having  infringed  on  the  prescribed  neutrality  by  the 
supply  of  clothing,  afforded  from  motives  of  humanity  alone, 
to  his  sickly  crews ;  however,  the  payment  of  the  amount  at 
Oporto  removes  the  inquest,  and  I  flatter  myself  the  receipt  of 
my  letter  on  the  subject  has  long  since  secured  their  favourable 
sanction  to  a  measure  which  I  considered  to  have  merited  appro- 
bation. 

*'  I  was  quite  sure  you  had  sufficient  reasons  for  inviting  the 
salute  on  the  Queen's  birthday,  which  has  been  the  subject  of  an 
official  observation.  Neither  Hillyar,  Rainier,  Richards,  or  my- 
self ever  knew  t)iis  practised  before  during  our  services,  though 
the  reciprocal  observance  of  such  compliments  voluntarily  has 
never  failed  since  1  have  been  in  the  Tagus.  In  the  Mediter- 
ranean, probably,  no  objection  could  be  offered  to  the  custom.  I 
will  notice,  however,  two  cases,  to  show  why  it  did  not  equally 
apply  on  this  station. 

"  On  the  anniversary  of  Dom  Pedro's  birth,  in  October  las't, 
I  was  off  Oporto,  in  the  '  Asia,'  and,  from  our  peculiar  position, 
I  found  it  advisable  not  to  join  in  the  salutes  within  the  Douro  ; 
whereas,  if  I  had  invited  Dom  Pedro's  squadron  previously  to 
a  similar  act  of  courtesy  to  my  own  Sovereign,  I  conld  not  have 
had  just  grounds  for  declining, 

"  Within  the  last  fourteen  days,  the  question  of  saluting  the 
Spanish  Infante  and  Princesses  became  questionable,  from  the 
uncertainty  of  the  Portuguese  flag  being  displayed  in  the  boat 
(a  royal  barge  of  Miguel's),  which  would  have  kept  us  rrnde, 
although  the  Spanish  Minister  might  have  urged  the  precedent 
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at  Vigo.  All  difficulty  was,  however,  obviated  by  the  boat  wear- 
ing the  Spanish  standard  only,  and  we  cheerfully  rendered  the 
honours  dae  to  royalty,  though  not  particularly  admiring  the 
politics  of  the  individuals.  You  wiU  now  understand  my  motives 
on  this  subject." 


**  Confidential. 

"  To  Vice- Admiral  Sartorius. 

"  *  Asia,'  Lisbon,  16th  March,  1833. 

"  I  am  sorry  it  has  not  been  in  my  power  sooner  to  offer  my 
thanks  for  your  friendly  and  interesting  letter  of  the  5th  instant 
from  the  Bayona  Islands. 

"  Lord  William  Russell  has  shown  me  the  copies  of  your 
correspondence  with  the  Spanish  authorities  and  Sir  F.  Sen- 
house  ;  it  is  useless  now  to  comment  on  them,  but  I  am  sincerely 
sorry  that  any  feeling  was  produced  of  an  unpleasant  nature, 
even  on  public  grounds,  as  you  know  imperative  duty  frequently 
compels  us  to  act  contrary  to  the  dictates  of  private  inclinations. 
I  trust  the  supply  of  clothing  from  the  *  Druid '  was  received  in 
time  to  be  of  some  service  to  your  suffering  crews,  and  I  still 
flatter  myself  that  the  influence  of  Sir  Fleming  was  beneficially 
exerted  in  procuring  for  your  squadron  supplies  that  would 
otherwise  have  been  withheld.  His  letters  certainly  indicated  a 
desire  to  assist  you  as  far  as  he  could,  consistently  with  the 
peculiar  position  in  which  he  was  placed.  I  have  not  yet 
received  answers  to  my  reports  to  the  Admiralty,  and  cannot 
therefore  say  how  far  the  approbation  of  our  Government  may 
be  extended  with  regard  to  our  part  in  the  recent  transactions  at 
Vigo,  but  I  believe  you  are  aware,  my  good  friend,  that  our 
orders  are  pretty  clearly  defined.  I  am  informed,  but  know  not 
with  what  truth,  that  the  malignity  of  base  intrigue  had  at 
length  prevailed  in  effecting  your  supersession  from  your  com- 
mand. This  act,  in  my  opinion,  completes  the  measure  of  ingra- 
titude, and  were  it  not  that  you  will  be  a  considerable  sufferer  in 
pocket  as  well  as  tranquillity  of  mind,  I  think  you  will  have 
little  reason  to  regret  your  retirement  from  a  service  that  proves 
so  regardless  of  the  honourable  zeal  and  integrity  you  have 
displayed  in  it.     Perhaps  the  account  may  be  exaggerated,  or 
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altogether  unfounded ;  I  hope  it  may  prove  to  be  what  ia  least 
offetiswe  to  your  own  feelings,  and  will  only  add  that  my  cabin 
door,  and  the  hand  of  sincere  friendship,  will  be  open  to  you 
whenever  you  feel  yourself  emancipated,  and  most  happy  shall  1 
be  to  contribute  in  any  way  to  your  individual  accommodation 
or  comfort. 

'*  The.  '  Nimrod '  goes  to  England,  calling  at  Corunna  on  her 
way  to  convey  the  British  seamen  lately  belonging  to  your 
squadron  whom  our  Gk>vemment  have  directed  Mr.  Addington 
to  succour  agreeably  to  the  Acts  of  Parliament  on  this  head.*' 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
Extract. 

"  *  Asia,*  in  the  Tagus,  16th  March,  1833. 

^*  It  is  difficult  to  believe  that  Madeira  will  be  the  destination 
of  the  Tagus  squadron,  when  their  natural  object  appears  to  be  the 
blockade  of  the  Douro.  They  are,  doubtless,  well  aware  of  the 
reduced  condition  of  their  former  opponents,  which  will  probably 
become  additionally  disorganized  by  the  supersession  of  Admiral 
Sartorius,  whose  enemies,  I  understand,  have  actually  prevailed, 
leaving  him  another  instance  of  the  ingratitude  of  the  Oporto 
Government,  for  I  believe  his  seal  has  been  unquestionable,  and 
his  sacrifices  great,  in  the  cause  of  Donha  Maria.  I  have  not 
heard  the  particulars,  but  Captain  Roberts,  who  communicates 
this  change,  mentions  Captain  Crosbie,  the  late  Flag  Captain,  as 
the  Admiral's  successor,  seconded  by  a  Captain  George,  an 
arrangement  that  I  apprehend  does  not  promise  much  benefit  to 
the  naval  department. 

''The  Pedroites  have,  however,  succeeded  in  landing,  by 
night,  considerable  supplies  of  provisions  and,  I  hope,  g^un- 
powder.     ...... 

''All  the  accounts  from  Oporto  allude  to  the  appointment  of 
Sir  John  Campbell  to  oonunand  the  army  of  operations,  instead 
of  Count  San  Ijouren9o,  but  I  discredit  it,  as  the  Government  will 
hardly  risk  a  measure  which  would  undoubtedly  have  the  effect 
of  creating  jealousies  and  dissensions  throughout  the  army. 

"Considerable  reinforcements  have  been  marched  to  the 
northward  from  hence,  and  there  is  certainly  much  sickness 
among  the  troops." 
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Although  no  voice  had  been  raised  in  the  Royal 
Council  of  Madrid  against  the  King  of  Spain's  mani- 
festo at  the  end  of  1832,  symptoms  of  discontent 
in  that  country  became  so  evident  that  the  Spanish 
Government  thought  it  absolutely  necessary  for  Don 
Carlos  to  leave  the  country  ;  and  on  the  13th  of 
March  a  Royal  Decree  was  issued  granting  him  and 
the  Infante  Don  Sebastian  permission  to  accompany 
the  Princess  of  Beira  to  Portugal,  as  she  intended 
proceeding  thither  to  reside  with  her  brother,  Dom 
Miguel ;  and  Don  Carlos  entered  Portugal  with  her 
on  the  17  th  of  March. 

*'  To  Sir  James  Qraham. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagns,  24tb  March,  1833. 

'*  A  considerable  sensation  has  been  made  at  Lisbon,  since  1 
dispatched  my  last  letters,  by  the  arrival  of  a  conrier  from 
Madrid,  on  the  evening  of  the  17th,  and  subsequent  publicity 
of  the  enclosed  Royal  Decree,  which  has  probably  reached  yon 
from  other  sources. 

"  The  Royal  party  are  expected  on  the  25th,  and  will  cross 
the  Tagus  from  the  south  side,  for  the  Ajuda  Palace,  which  is 
appropriated  for  their  reception. 

'*  The  Spanish  Minister  has  intimated  this  to  me,  evidently 
with  the  intention  of  securing  to  them,  from  the  British  squadron, 
all  customary  salutes  and  honours,  which  1  shall  feel  it  my  duty 
to  render  courteously  on  the  occasion,  provided  the  Royal  colours 
of  Spain  are  distinctly  displayed,  and  unmixed  with  those  of  the 
Portuguese,  but  not  otherwise. 

"  It  has  also  been  a  point  of  consideration  whether  it  would 
not  be  proper  for  Lord  William  Russell,  myself,  and  the  Captains 
of  the  squadron  to  meet  their  Royal  Highnesses  on  their  arrival, 
and  attend  them  across  the  river,  but  with  every  disposition  to 
pay  becoming  homage  to  the  members  of  any  Royal  Family  in 
amity  with  our  Sovereign ;  the  peculiar  position  of  the  illustrious 
personages  expected  appears  so  questionable,  and  every  public 
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demoDfitration  so  interwoven  with  the  political  interests  ncfw 
pending,  that  I  think  it  will  be  prudent  to  avoid  that  or  anj 
other  step  which  may,  with  a  shadow  of  reason,  be  unfavourably 
construed  by  the  sensitive  advocates  of  Donha  Maria,  or  subject 
H.M.  Government  to  a  single  embarrassing  remark. 

"The  French  Commodore  has  expressed  a  desire  te  adopt 
whatever  course  we  may  pursue. 

*'  As  I  understand,  Sir  S.  Canning  paid  a  visit  of  ceremony 
when  the  Infante  and  Princess  left  Madrid ;  I  presume  it  will  be 
proper  etiquette  te  tender  our  personal  respects  when  they  reach 
their  residence  at  Lisbon,  and  I  hope  my  views  for  our  line 
of  conduct  may  accord  with  your  sentiments.  I  feel  it  to  be 
a  question  of  some  delicacy,  in  its  general  bearings,  though 
abstractedly  trifling 

''  It  has  been  intimated  te  me,  firom  more  than  one  quarter, 
that  Dom  Pedro  has  already  forwarded  an  important  proposition 
to  H.M.  Government 

"The  English  schooner,  '  Tally  Ho,'  arrived  at  Lisbon,  with 
950  shells  for  Dom  Miguel's  service,  a  day  or  two  ago,  and  another 
vessel  is  expected,  with  heavy  guns  for  some  sea  defences.  I 
only  notice  this  as  an  answer  to  assertions  frequently  made,  that 
munitions  of  war  from  England  are  furnished  exclusively  on  one 
side." 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
Extract. 

"  30th  March,  1833. 

**  This  morning  the  French  Frigate  *  Melpomene '  arrived  from 
off  Oporto,  by  which  I  have  received  a  document  of  some  moment 
addressed  to  Colonel  Sorell  by  Dom  Pedro,  a  copy  of  it,  with  an 
extract  from  the  Colonel's  letter,  and  my  answer  to  it,  will  be 
found  in  the  papers  marked  No.  1. 

**  1  trust  the  Government  will  approve  the  negative  I  ha^•e 
given  to  the  secret  reception  of  his  agente  on  board  the  ships  in 
the  Tagus. 

"  I  regret  to  have  received  also  the  intimation  contained  in 
paper  No.  2.  from  the  French  Consul- General ;  it  refers  to  some 
further  offensive  conduct  of  the  Miguelite  batteries  in  firing  on 
the  *  Confiance '  when  off  Oporto  on  her  route  hence  on  the  25th 

VOL.  11.  O 
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inBtant;  and  it  is  extraordinary  that  neither  Captain  Boberte,  of 
the  *  Druid,'  or  others  from  whom  letters  have  been  received  two 
days  later  than  the  transaction  alluded  to,  make  the  slightest 
mention  of  it. 

'^  Sir  J.  M.  Doyle  was  sent  with  money  to  pay 

part  of  the  arrears  doe  to  the  squadron,  and  with  instructions  to 
acquaint  Admiral  Sartorius  that  Captain  Crosbie  was  appointed 
to  succeed  him  in  his  command.  Captain  Crosbie  accompanied 
Sir  John,  and  Sartorius  put  both  under  an  arrest  on  their 
arrival  at  the  Bayona  Islands,  and  ordered  a  court-martial  on 
Crosbie.  Major  Hill,  of  the  marine  battalion,  was  sent  to  Oporto, 
on  the  other  hand,  as  a  sort  of  delegate  for  the  squadron.  The 
seamen  refused  to  serve  under  any  other  comimander  than 
Sartorius,  and  he  demands  immediate  payment  in  full  of  all 
arrears,  security  on  the  ships  for  future  payment  of  wages  and 
allowances,  with  some  other  additions,  I  believe,  to  remunerate 
his  own  losses.  The  whole  was  conveyed  in  very  violent 
language,  but  I  understand  he  has  signified  the  readiness  of  all 
to  oppose  the  Tagus  squadron,  if  it  appears  o£E  Oporto." 


Paper  marked  No.\, 
"  Translation. 
"  Memorandum. 

"  Oporto,  22nd  March,  1833. 

''His  Imperial  Majesty,  Dake  of  Braganza,  Begent,  in  the 
name  of  Donha  Maria  II,  Queen  of  Portugal,  by  and  with  the 
advice  of  His  Ministers,  authorises  the  undersigned  to  address 
himself  confidentially  to  Mr.  S.  Sorell,  Consul  to  His  Britannic 
Majesty  in  this  city,  to  inform  him  that,  it  having  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  His  Imperial  Majesty  that  several  individuals,  the 
most  respectable  and  most  influential  of  those  who  have  hitherto 
followed  the  standard  of  usurpation,  seeing  the  inutility  of  a 
resistance  which  has  filled  Portugal  with  mourning,  are  desirous 
of  assisting  in  the  pacification  of  their  country  by  means  of 
a  sincere  reconciliation  in  the  Portuguese  family,  and  a  general 
amalgamation  of  all  parties, — 

**  BKs  Imperial  Majesty,  no  less  desirous  of  putting  an  end  as 
soon  as  possible  to  evils  as  severe  as  they  are  highly  repugnant 
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to  tlie  Bentiments  of  his  heart,  has  resolyed  to  send  to  tlie  Tagns 
two  Agents  in  his  entire  confidence,  and  the  choice  of  whom  falls 
on  persons  possessing  moderate  political  principles,  to  treat  with 
the  individuals  above  mentioned,  in  order  to  obtain  the  more 
promptly  a  reconciliation,  as  necessary  as  desired  by  all  Portugal, 
and  to  be  able  to  treat  with  facility  on  the  points  and  concessions 
to  be  insisted  on  (to  be  required),  and  which  are  to  be  discussed 
according  to  the  instructions  His  Imperial  Majesty  is  willing  to 
furnish  his  Agents. 

"  In  order  that  their  stay  in  the  Tagus  may  be  practicable 
and  safe,  it  is,  however,  necessary  to  obtain — 

**  First.  The  consent  of  His  Excellency  Admiral  Parker  that 
the  before-mentioned  Agents  may  be  received  and  permitted 
to  remain  on  board  one  of  the  ships  of  the  British  squadron. 

"  Second.  That  the  said  Admiral  lends  them  all  the  assist- 
ance in  his  power  for  the  happy  termination  of  so  important  an 
affair. 

"  In  order  to  induce  Admiral  Parker  to  consent  to  this  pro* 
posal.  His  Imperial  Majesty  authorises  the  undersigned  to 
declare,  most  formally  and  positively,  that  the  said  Agents  will 
not  excite  disorders,  riots,  or  seditions,  nor  introduce  or  circulate 
proclamations  or  other  writings  (papers),  but  will  confine  them- 
selves alone  to  treating  with  individuals  who,  possessing  the 
same  sentiments,  may  evince  a  desire  to  enter  into  a  contract  or 
Convention  to  restore  peace  to  Portugal,  and  to  efEect  the  re- 
conciliation of  all  Portuguese. 

<<  It  cannot,  moreover,  be  alleged  as  an  obstacle  to  conceding 
the  permission  solicited  from  His  Excellency  Admiral  Parker, 
that  it  can  be  considered  as  an  interruption  of  the  neutrality 
professed  by  the  Gk>vemment  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  for  this 
permission  has  no  other  object  than  to  procure  the  same  result 
which  the  English  Ministry  are  endeavouring  to  obtain  by  means 
of  negotiations,  which  Sir  S.  Canning  is  charged  with  at  the 
Court  of  Madrid — that  is  to  say,  the  reconciliation  of  the  Portu- 
guese family,  by  means  of  amicable  arrangements,  and  the  termi- 
nation of  the  civil  war  in  Portugal. 

"MARQUIS  DB  LOULB." 


O   2 
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Paper  marked  No.  2. 

"  Oporto  Roads,  25th  March,  183H. 

*'  The  steam-yessel  '  Confiance,'  with  the  signals  of  recogni- 
tion which  had  been  given  by  Admiral  Parker,  approached  the 
bar  of  Oporto,  to  deliver  her  mail,  but  scarcely  was  the  anchor 
let  go  when  the  Mignelite  batteries,  which  block  the  entrance  of 
the  Donro,  fired  upon  us.  Happily,  the  shots  respected  us,  but, 
without  exaggeration,  a  dozen  of  them  passed  within  ten  feet  of 
the  vessel,  two  passing  through  our  rigging. 

"  I  do  not  know  how  the  English  Government  will  settle  this 
new  insult  to  the  national  flag." 


From  Sir  James  Qrdham. 
"  Private. 

"  Admiralty,  3rd  April,  1833. 

"  I  have  not  written  to  you  for  a  long  time,  because  I  had 
no  instructions  with  which  it  was  necessary  to  trouble  you,  and 
because  we  wished  rather  to  await  the  natural  course  of  events 
in  Portugal,  than  endeavour  to  precipitate  them  by  any  measure 
of  force  on  our  part. 

"  The  information  which  you  have  giveu  to  me,  has  been 
very  valuable,  and  your  whole  conduct  in  every,  the  most  minute, 
particular,  entitles  you  to  the  increased  confidence  and  full  ap- 
probation of  His  Majesty  and  of  his  Ministers. 

**  The  state  of  affairs  in  the  Mediterranean,  the  unsettled 
negotiation  between  the  Sultan  and  Mehemet  Ali,  the  presence 
of  a  Russian  Fleet  in  the  Bosphorus,  the  assembling  squadron 
of  the  French  in  the  Archipelago,  and  the  tone  assumed  both 
by  the  French  and  Russian  authorities  at  Constantinople,  all 
require  the  reinforcement  of  Sir  Henry  Hotham ;  and  we  have 
determined  therefore  to  send  him  the  *  St.  Vincent '  from  you, 
and  the  '  Malabar "  from  Spithead.  We  are  anxious  also  to 
refit  and  to  recommission  the  '  Caledonia  '  with  the  least  possible 
delay ;  so  that  she  may  be  ready,  according  to  circumstances, 
either  to  rejoin  you,  or  to  add  to  the  force  in  the  North  Sea. 
In  the  mean  time,  considering  the  present  state  of  the  contest 
in  Portugal,  which  seems  to  be  drawing  to  a  close,  and  our 
good  understanding  with  the  Court  of  Madrid,  we  think  we  can 
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leave  you  safely  with  a  diniinislied  force,  the  number  of  your 
Maiines  remaining  untouched;  and  we  place  our  reliance  on 
your  zeal,  activity,  and  prudence,  which  with  you  will  supply 
the  place  of  a  larger  force.  If  you  should  feel  uneasy  in  your 
position  without  an  additional  ship  or  two,  you  will  not  hesitate 
at  once  to  give  me  your  opinion. 

"  If  an  opportunity  should  occur,  you  will  remember  that 
our  wish  is  to  establish  Donha  Maria  to  the  exclusion  both  of 
Pedro  and  Miguel ;  but  if  the  latter  should  succeed,  then  your 
object  must  be  to  secure  a  full  amnesty  for  all  political  offeuces,  ' 
and  to  obtain  for  the  British  engaged  in  the  present  conflict 
security  for  life  and  property. 

"  Your  instructions  are  precise  on  the  point  of  negotiatiug  a 
retreat  for  Pedro,  in  the  event  of  his  requesting  your  interposition, 
and  wishing  to  evacuate  Portugal.  I  am  always  with  sincere 
respect,  &c.'* 


''  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
Extract. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  6th  April,  1833. 

*'  I  understand  considerable  excitement  has  been  produced  in 
Lisbon  by  the  Captain  of  the  '  Cuirassier,'  having  avowed  his 
intention  of  commonicating  at  Oporto,  on  his  route  (to  Brest), 
and  his  readiness  to  take  any  Portuguese  refugees  thither.  No 
less  than  300  applied  for  a  passage,  but  it  now  seems  the  brig 
is  not  to  touch  off  the  Douro,  and  much  disappointment 
results. 

"  It  is  extraordinary  that  the  Portuguese  squadron  are  nqt 
pushed  to  sea,  while  the  misunderstandings  in  Dom  Pedro's 
ships  offer  such  advantages.  It  is  my  intention  to  proceed  off 
Oporto  with  the  *  Asia,'  whenever  they  leave  the  Tagus,  but 
there  is  no  immediate  indication  of  their  stirring." 

On  the  8th  of  April,  Admiral  Parker  learned 
that  cholera  had  broken  out  on  both  banks  of  the 
Tagus,  and,  after  conference  with  the  principal 
medical    officers  of  his   squadron,  promptly   issued 
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orders  for  the  adoption  of  efficient  sanitary  pre- 
cautions ;  all  "bumboats"  were  carefully  examined 
and  no  selling  of  fish  or  fruit  was  allowed  until 
after  inspection  by  a  medical  officer.  Some  of  the 
ships  were  sent  to  cruize  outside.  All  the  men 
were  kept  in  sufficient  exercise  for  health  and  distrac- 
tion ; — every  care  was  taken  to  preserve  the  ships 
dry  and  sweet  below; — no  leave  of  absence  was 
given.  The  result  of  these  measures  was  that  the 
squadron  escaped  with  the  loss  of  few  men;  but 
it  is  curious  to  observe  that  all  the  medical  officers 
recommended  bleeding  directly  a  man  was  attacked 
with  this  disease;  and  this  system  was  invariably 
practised. 

"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagns,  14th  April,  1833. 

"  I  was  favoured  on  Friday  with  your  very  gratifying  letter 
of  the  3rd,  by  the  *  Hermes,'  and  feel  proud  in  the  assurance 
that  my  measures  have  continued  to  meet  the  approbation  of 
His  Majesty  and  his  Ministers,  which  it  is  my  constant  ambition 
to  preserve 

"It  is  with  reg^t  that  I  find  myself  obliged  to  report  officially* 
the  appearance  of  cholera  on  the  shores  of  the  Tagas,  it  seems 
to  have  been  conveyed  from  the  village  of  Seixal,  on  the  south 
side,  where  fifteen  have  died,  and  perhaps  as  many  at  Lisbon, 
and  from  the  enquiries  made  yesterday,  I  fear  it  is  spreading. 


"  The  Captains  of  the  squadron  and  myself  accompanied 
Lord  William  Russell  three  days  ago  to  pay  a  visit  of  etiquette 
to  the  Infante  Don  Carlos  and  the  Spanish  Princesses.  We  were 
attended  by  the  Spanish  Minister,  who  does  not  appear  to  be  in 
favour  with  them. 

*  For  Return,  see  Appendix  to  this  Chapter. 
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*'  I  need  scarcely  obsenre,  Sir,  that  the  differences  which  are 
stated  in  the  English  newspapers  to  have  been  prodaced  hy  the 
intrignes  of  that  Minister  and  M.  Kopf  er,  between  Lord  William, 
Mr.  Hoppner,  and  myself,  are  altogether  devoid  of  tmth.  I 
have  not  exchanged  a  dozen  words  with  Mr.  Kopfer  since  I 
have  been  here,  and  hare  seen  but  little  of  "hL  Cordova,  though 
on  fiiendly  terms  with  the  latter." 


"  To  Vice- Admiral  Sartorins. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagns,  15th  April,  1833. 
"  Your  acconnt,  dated  the   8rd  instant,  from  the  Bayona 
Islands,  of  the  nnpleasant  position  of  your  sqnadron,  and  general 
affairs  has  cansed  me  sincere  regret,  and  I  very  much  lament 
the  misnnderstanding  between  yonrself  and  Sir  F.  Senhonse. 

"  On  personal  disagreements,  or  private  commxmications  of 
an  unfriendly  character,  it  wonld  not  b^ome  me  to  offer  an 
opinion,  nor  should  I  be  justified  in  interfering,  but  on  public 
considerations,  you  must  excuse  me  for  observing  that  I  think 
you  judge  Sir  Fleming's  motives  too  harshly,  and  I  trust  I  shall 
be  able  to  satisfy  you  that  neither  he  nor  I  in  this  respect  are 
free  agents. 

"  You  must  so  thoroughly  well  know  what  our  duty  imposes 
as  a  neutral  Power  that  it  would  be  a  waste  of  time  to  specify  it, 
but  it  is  quite  necessary  that  you  should  unequivocally  under- 
stand, that  it  is  not  an  imaginary  neutrality  that  we  are  ordered 
to  observe,  but  a  positive  execution  of  the  term  in  its  strongest 
sense. 

"  This  is  an  honourable  proceeding  of  our  Government  which 
cannot  be  controverted,  and  whenever  they  see  occasion  to  adopt 
other  measures,  or  to  interfere  directly,  beyond  their  present 
line,  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  manfully  avow  and  act  upon  it  in 
the  face  of  the  world. 

"  I  cannot  give  you  a  stronger  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  this 
professed  neutrality  than  by  informing  you  that  the  Admiralty  have 
not  only  disapproved  of  Sir  F.  Senhouse  having  supplied  the  slop 
clothing  from  the  *  Druid,'  but  they  have  actually  caused  an 
imprest  for  the  amount  to  be  placed  against  his  pay,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  contrary  to  that  *  strict  line  of  neutrality 
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whicli  they  have  been  most  desirous  should  be  observed  towards 
the  belligerents/ 

"  How  then,  my  good  friend,  can  you  for  a  moment  think  it 
possible  that  a  supply  of  anchors  or  naval  stores  could  have  been 
tolerated  ?  unless  indeed  for  the  distinct  purpose  of  saving  lives 
(but  not  ships)  which  were  in  imminent  peril. 

"  My  own  personal  'disposition  will  be  equally  manifested  by 
the  fact  of  my  having  approved  of  the  slop  clothes  having  been 
afforded  to  relieve  sickly  and  suffering  fellow-creatares.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  my  explanation  will  eventually  satisfy  the  Govern- 
ment ;  but  you  must  not  indeed  expect  more  of  us  than  we  have 
the  power  of  performing ;  put  yourself  professionally  and  impar- 
tially in  our  situation,  and  your  own  just  feelings  as  a  brother 
officer  will  I  am  sure  not  only  acquit  us  of  indifference  to  your 
destitute  condition,  but  give  us  credit  for  a  warm  sympathy,  and 
a  desire  natural  to  our  native  country  to  alleviate  it. 

"  My  own  sentiments,  public  and  private,  whatever  you  may 
hear  to  the  contrary,  remain  unchanged ;  and  I  hope,  notwith- 
standing the  evil  reports  of  malignant  scribblers,  they  will  never 
be  at  variance  with  liberal  principles  and  consistent  deportment. 

**  I  am  greatly  obliged  by  your  interesting  details,  and  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  all  which  has  as  yet  come  to  my 
knowledge  redounds  as  much  to  your  honour  and  disinterested- 
ness, as  it  does  to  the  ingratitude  of  your  enemies. 

"  We  are  full  of  anxiety  as  to  the  result  of  your  communica- 
tions with  Oporto,  I  can  only  hope  they  may  have  been  adjusted, 
though  I  cannot  flatter  myself  satisfactorily. 

**  Your  old  opponents  are  still  here  beautifying.  I  conclude 
they  will  make  a  move,  though  there  is  no  immediate  indication 
of  it.  You  will  hear  that  '  St.  Vincent '  is  gone  to  the  Mediter- 
ranean, and  *  Caledonia '  to  England. 

**  Affairs  look  awkward  in  the  East,  and  with  the  Belgian 
question  still  unsettled;  it  seems  scarcely  possible  that  these 
differences   can  be  reconciled  without  a  rupture   somewhere. 

•  •  •  • 

"  Let  me  repeat  the  assurance  of  a  warm  sympathy  in  your 
aflfairs,  and  of  the  sincerity  with  which  I  am,  <fec." 
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''  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
Extract. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  20th  April,  1833. 

"  The  Portuguese  squadron  in  the  Tagus,  are  eyidently  pre* 
paring  for  a  move,  and  from  certain  indications  on  board  the  old 
two-decked  ship  ^  Bainha '  hitherto  placed  as  a  block  ship,  with 
60  guns  mounted,  I  begin  to  suspect  there  may  be  some  truth 
in  the  assertion  that  she  is  to  be  added  to  the  squadron  of 
Admiral  Felix,  who  with  the  Captain  of  the  frigate,  is  lately 
returned  from  the  army  of  operations,  to  which  both  have  been 
attached  during  the  winter.  A  large  store-ship  is  also  armiug 
with  guns  on  two  decks.  The  '  Rainha  '  is  completely  broken 
backed  and  altogether  in  a  most  defective  state,  but  may  per- 
haps be  kept  afloat  in  fine  weather.  I  believe  the  whole  are 
still  short  of  men,  and  it  will  be  yet  sometime  before  they  have 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  biscuit  baked  for  their  wants  at  sea. 

*'  We  hear  that  the  difEerences  with  Admiral  Sartorius  are 
adjusted  at  Oporto,  and  that  he  is  again  co-operating  with  his 
squadron 

"  As  we  have  now,  I  hope,  nearly  closed  a  very  tempestuous 
winter,  I  feel  it  due  to  the  officers  on  the  Douro  station  to  point 
out  the  perseverance  with  which  they  have  preserved  their 
positions  on  an  exposed  coast,  under  circumstances  of  constant 
anxiety  and  occasional  difficulty.  Captain  Roberts,  of  the 
*  Druid,'  and  Lord  Edward  Russell,  of  the  *Nimrod,'  have  both 
merited  my  approbation.  They  have  at  different  times  cheer- 
fully loaded  their  ships  with  provisions,  stores,  and  even  coals 
for  the  ships  within  the  Douro,  beyond  the  usual  practice,  in- 
deed all,  both  within  and  without  the  Douro,  have  been  most 
zealous  and  attentive." 

On  the  25th  of  April,  ninety  British  subjects 
in  the  service  of  Dom  Pedro,  who  had  been  taken 
prisoners  near  Oporto  by  the  troops  of  Dom 
Miguel,  were  given  over  to  Admiral  Parker.  As 
they  were  in  a  filthy  condition  and  perfectly  desti- 
tute, each  man  was  washed,  supplied  with  a  shiit  and 
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pair   of  trowsers,    and    accommodated  on  board  a 
transport  till  sent  home. 


From  Lord  William  Russell. 

"  Monday  morning,  23rd  April,  1833. 

'^  The  cholera  is  raging  on  this  bank  of  the  riYer,  conse- 
quently it  would  be  as  well  not  to  expose  your  boat's  crew  to  its 
influence  after  sunset,  so,  if  you  are  of  the  same  opinion,  I  will 
postpone  the  pleasure  of  dining  with  you  till  the  cholera  has 
subsided ;  besides,  as  Jonathan  has  been  too  proud  to  call  on  me, 
I  am  not  oyer-anxious  to  make  his  acquaintance. 

"  I  haye  just  heard  that  poor  Phillips*  is  attacked.  What 
calamities  in  his  house !  " 


"  To  Captain  Rainier,  R.N.,  H.M.S.  *  Britannia.' 
Extract. 

"  *  Asia,'  Wednesday  morning,  24th  April,  1833. 
"One  of  the  'Britannia's'  boats  (I presume  the  one  conveying 
the  fresh  beef  on  board,  but  of  this  I  am  not  certain)  passed  the 
foreign  Royal  barge  very  dose  this  morning  without  observing 
the  commonest  act  of  courtesy !  The  barge,  I  suppose,  had  the 
Spanish  Prince  Don  Sebastian  on  board,  this,  however,  is  im- 
material, but  it  was  evident  that  a  person  of  high  rank  was  in 
her,  and  the  omission  most  unbecoming :  for  although  the  flag  of 
Dom  Miguel  is  not  recognised,  personal  respect  to  any  members 
of  a  Royal  family  is  always  proper,  and  the  neglect  of  the  gentle- 
man in  charge  of  the  boat  was,  moreover,  a  very  bad  example  to 
the  crew." 

In  one  of  the  frequent  conversations  which  the 
Admiral  had  with  Visconde  Santarem,  on  the  ques- 
tion of  Portuguese  refugees,  the  Visconde  told  the 
Admiral    that    the   Portuguese    malcontents   were 

'  *  Mercantile  Agent  and  Vice-Consul  at  Belem. 
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harboured  on  board  the  British  ships  and  allowed 
to  land  from  thence  at  their  pleasure.  "This  is 
quite  untrue,"  replied  the  Admiral,  "but  when  a 
refugee  from  political  causes  comes  to  us  for  safety, 
we  save  his  life  and  liberty  and  send  him  away 
from  the  Tagus,  but  we  never  let  him  land  to  eome  off 
again.  Now,  Visconde  Santarem,  times  may  change, 
and  if  you  or  any  other  of  Dom  Miguel's  followers 
come  to  us  for  a  similar  purpose,  you  shall  receive 
precisely  the  same  protection/^  The  Minister  was 
satisfied,  and  before  many  months  had  occasion  to 
claim,  and  obtained  similar  protection.  Curiously 
enough,  his  brother,  in  1846,  likewise  escaped  im- 
prisonment by  obtaining  protection  on  board  Sir 
William  Parker's  flag-ship. 

On  the  30th  of  April,  the  Admiral,  at  the  request 
of  Lady  William  Eussell,  solicited,  as  a  personal 
favour  to  himself,  the  release  of  a  lady,  Madame. 
Leal,  who  had  been  confined  at  Belem  for  four  years 
and  a-half,  for  circulating  papers  injurious  to  Dom 
Miguel's  Government,  during  which  time  she  had 
become  a  widow  and  nearly  blind.  Santarem  referred 
the  case  to  Dom  Miguel,  and  obtained  permission  to 
set  her  at  liberty. 

**  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagns,  April  27th,  1833. 
"  Up  to  the  date  of  my  last  letter  by  the  *  Pike,'  we  had 
reason  to  hope  that  the  cholera  at  Lisbon  would  prove  mild  in 
its  effects ;  but  it  increased  rapidly  in  the  beginning  of  the  week, 
progressing  along  the  north  margin  of  the  river  from  Belem  to 
the  eastern  part  of  the  towD,  and  is  now  raging  at  Villa  Franca 
and  Santarem. 
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''It  has  been  fatal  to  many  families,  but  the  actual  loss 
cannot  be  ascertained,  as  the  Goyernment  prevent,  as  mnch  as 
possible,  any  information  on  the  subject ;  denying  the  existence 
of  the  complaint,  and  adopting  no  measures  either  of  precaution 
or  relief ;  they  are  now,  however,  sweeping  the  habitually  £Qthy 
streets,  and  I  believe  providing  receptacles  for  the  sick.  * 

"  The  principal  families  have  nearly  all  removed  from  Lisbon 
to  Cintra  or  the  country,  and  I  hope  the  fresh  cases  have  been 
lessened  the  last  two  days. 

"I  have  only  heard  of  600  being  acknotvledged  altogether,  but 
it  probably  greatly  exceeds  that  number,  and  I  fear  the  greater 
part  of  those  attacked  have  died. 

"  As  yet  our  ships  have  continued  quite  healthy.  We  have 
had  six  or  eight  patients  with  bowel  complaints  added  to  the 
*  Asia's'  list,  but  not  one  serious  case  out  of  the  twenty-two 
which  comprise  it. 

"  I  sent  the  '  Britannia '  two  days  ago  to  cruize  outside,  and 
I  trust  she  will  thus  altogether  escape  sickness.  I  do  not  think 
her  presence  is  necessary  within,  and  I  can  have  her  back  in  a 
few  hours  if  it  is  desirable. 

"  Every  precaution  has  also  been  taken  for  limiting  our  com- 
munication with  the  shore  as  much  as  possible. 

"  Orders,  I  understand,  have  positively  been  sent  to  expedite 
the  departure  of  the  squadron  of  Dom  Miguel,  but  it  is  strongly 
opposed  by  old  Count  Bastos,  they  have,  however,  taken  the  old 
rotten  two-decker  '  Rainha '  in  hand,  and  if  she  is  destined  to 
leave  the  Tagus,  I  presume  the  others  will  not  stir  until  she  is 
ready  to  accompany  them. 

"Whenever  they  fairly  break  ground  I  shall  recall  the 
'  Britannia,'  and  proceed  off  Oporto  with  the  *  Asia.' 

"  I  feel  much  obliged.  Sir,  by  your  permission  to  retain  one 
of  the  temporary  packets  to  replace  the  '  ^tna '  and  '  Raven.' 
I  do  not  think  another  vessel  will  be  required  within  the  Douro, 
bat  one  may  be  useful  outside,  to  assist  in  receiving  and  deliver- 
ing the  mails  from  the  packets,  and  to  convey  intelligence  here 
on  an  emergency.     I  will  stop  one  if  I  find  it  desirable. 


»  See  Vol.  I,  page  215. 
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"  Don  Sebastian  and  his  Princess  haye,  I  believe,  returned  to 
Madrid,  and  the  other  members  of  the  Spanish  Royal  Family 
have  left  the  Ajnda  from  apprehension  of  cholera. 

'^  We  hear  that  Sir  S.  Canning  has  demanded  his  passports, 
and  fear  his  mission  has  failed.*' 


"  To  Vice-Admiral  Sartorins. 

"  *  Asia,'  Lisbon,  April  28th,  1833. 

**I  am  tmly  glad  to  find  that  the  differences  with  your 
squadron  are  likely  to  be  settled,  and  when  that  is  effected,  I 
think  you  wise  in  determining  to  throw  up  your  command,  with- 
out entering  into  discussions  with  the  past  at  Oporto. 

"  The  treatment  you  have  received  does  not  justify  the  ex- 
pectation that  justice  will  be  done  you  in  any  way,  but  I  hope 
the  Government  at  Oporto  will  see  the  propriety,  as  well  as 
policy,  of  reimbursing  your  pecuniary  advances. 

"  You  will  not  be  sorry  to  quit  such  a  junta  of  ingratitude, 
and  I  hope  to  see  your  name  replaced  among  your  native  and 
natural  comrades,  soon  after  you  reach  England.  The  Tagus 
squadron  have  certainly  received  orders  to  prepare  for  sea,  but 
it  is  said  old  Bastos  strongly  opposes  their  departure.  The 
crooked  and  rotten  '  Rainha '  has  just  moved  up  to  the  arsenal, 
and  from  the  number  and  nature  of  the  artificers  at  work  upon 
her,  I  verily  believe  she  will  be  added  to  the  squadron,  and 
therefore  do  not  believe  they  will  put  to  sea  before  the  notable 
two-decker  is  ready. 

'^  Cholera  has  much  increased  at  Lisbon.  It  has  been  most 
calamitous  in  the  family  of  poor  Phillips,  whose  mother,  two 
sisters,  and  maid-servant,  were  all  swept  off  within  twenty-four 
hours.  This,  however,  has  been  a  rare  instance  of  its  severity ; 
and  I  hope  it  may  on  the  whole  prove  moderate  in  its  effects. 

"  I  shall  be  anxious  to  hear  how  your  affairs  terminate :  I 
hope  as  satisfactorily  as  circumstances  now  admit ;  and  with 
sincere  good  wishes,  believe  me,  my  dear  Admiral,  &c." 


From  Sir  James  Oraham. 

"  Admiralty,  8th  May,  1833. 
"The  state  of  affairs  in  the  Levant  compels  us^to  strengthen 
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the  Mediterranean  squadron :  and  as  Sir  Paltenej  Malcolm  has 
been  selected  for  the  command,  and  mast  pass  the  Tagus,  we 
have  thought  it  better  at  some  risk  to  take  the  *  Britannia  '  from 
you,  and  to  order  Sir  Pulteney  to  proceed  in  a  steamer  off  the 
bar  of  Lisbon  and  to  take  the  '  Britannia '  with  him  to  the 
Mediterranean.  The  steamer  will  remain  with  you,  till  a  trans- 
port, which  we  have  sent,  arrives  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
extra  Marines ;  and  we  rely  on  your  judicious  arrangements  to 
counteract  any  bad  effect  from  the  decrease  of  your  force.  If 
Miguel's  squadron  should  go  to  sea,  I  am  disposed  to  think  it 
may  be  prudent  that  you  should  proceed  off  the  Douro ;  but 
when  you  leave  the  Tagus,  the  *Oonway,*  in  your  absence, 
should  be  in  that  river.  I  am  very  much  obliged,  by  your  con- 
fidential communication  of  your  secret  intelligence  from  Oporto: 
intrigue  always  marks  the  conduct  of  mercenaries  ;  and  it  is  not 
improbable  that  France  may  be  playing  a  deep  game  :  if,  how- 
ever, we  can  but  succeed  in  establishing  Donha  Maria  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  two  brothers,  we  may  be  excused  for  not 
scrutinizing  too  narrowly  the  means  employed.  Your  conduct 
has  been  uniformly  prudent ;  and  I  can  rely  implicitly  on  your 
discretion  in  any  unforeseen  circumstance  which  may  arise.*' 

On  the  16 til  of  May,  Sir  Pulteoey  Malcolm 
arrived  in  the  "  Dee "  steamer  at  Cascaes  Bay, 
shifted  his  flag  to  the  "  Britannia  "  which  was  wait- 
ing for  him,  and  after  a  conversation  of  two  hours 
with  Admiral  Parker,  relative  to  the  state  of  Spain 
and  Portugal,  sailed  in  the  "  Britannia  "  to  assume, 
for  the  second  time,  the  Mediterranean  command. 
It  is  singular  that  on  each  occasion  he  should  have 
been  able  to  meet  Sir  William  Parker  on  his  way, 
and  hold  conversation  with  him  on  the  political 
condition  of  his  important  command.  * 

*  See  Vol.  I,  page  485. 
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'^  To  Sir  James  Gbafaam. 
Extract. 

«  •  Afiia,'  in  the  Tagua,  11th  May,  1833. 

''  The  jealousy  that  is  manifested  by  both  parties  of  the 
Portngnese,  contemplating  the  consequences  of  introducing  the 
large  French  reinforcement  now  expected — distrust  of  Marshal 
Solignac — and  a  general  desire  to  put  an  end  to  the  war — all 
combine  to  encourage  a  dawn  of  hope  that  the  leading  officers  of 
the  contending  armies  may  eventually  effect  some  arrangement 
on  a  basis  of  common  welfare. 

"  Meetings  have,  in  fact,  taken  place  on  board  the  'Nautilus; ' 
first  between  Colonel  Sorell  and  the  Viscount  Torrebella,  a 
cavalry  officer,  lately  an  Aide- de- Camp  of  Dom  Miguel,  and 
now  attached  to  the  division  of  General  Lemos,  commanding  on 
the  south  side,  and  of  whom  he  is  the  accredited  friend ;  and 
subsequently  between  Torrebella  and  General  Saldanha. 

"  As  far  as  I  can  learn  this  last  conference  did  not  produce 
any  result  beyond  the  point  we  had  before  arrived  at,  namely,  an 
understanding  that  the  Miguehtes  as  a  body  were  desirous,  and 
Dom  Miguel  himself  willing,  to  adjust  matters  by  the  espousal 
of  his  niece,  Donha  Maria — the  retirement  of  Dom  Miguel,  and 
recognition  of  Donha  Maria,  being  as  heretofore  the  stumbling 
block. 

''  It  is  something,  however,  to  have  opened  a  communication, 
and  a  successful  sortie  by  the  garrison  may  eventually  dispose 
the  Mignelites  to  eject  Migael,  and  acknowledge  the  young 
Queen  without  the  Constitution,  but  from  everything  I  learn 
this  will  never  be  effected  (except  by  force)  unless  a  positive 
guarantee  is  given  that  Dom  Pedro  will  also  leave  the  country, 
and  not  hereafter  attempt  to  assume  the  reins  of  Oovemment — 
the  feeling  against  the  ex-Emperor  appears  in  short  to  be  in- 
vetei*ate. 

''The  judgment  and  moderation  of  Marquis  Palmella,  who 
is  shortly  expected,  may  do  much  at  such  a  moment;  and  I 
trust  His  Excellency  may  prove  the  harbinger  of  a  peace  which 
all  so  much  desire. 

"In  the  mean  time  supplies  are  thrown  in  latterly  almost 
without  opposition,  and  the  cessation  for  some  days  of  hostile 
operations,  had  in  some  degree  the  appearance  of  an  armistice; 
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"  I  have  cautioiied  the  oommanders  within  the  Doaro,  not  to 
become  too  prominent  in  promoting  conferences  between  the 
belligerent  officers,  which  may  compromise  onr  nentral  position 
— the  meetings  hitherto  held  have  been  solely  on  private  invita- 
tions for  social  intercourse.  I  would  at  once  proceed  in  that 
direction  with  the  '  Asia^'  bat  the  whole  afEair  is  of  so  delicate 
a  character  at  present,  that  it  appears  desirable  to  wait  for  fur- 
ther advices. 

"  You  will  see,  Sir,  that  Admiral  Sartorius  has  been  for- 
mally reinstated,  and  his  men  have  entered  into  a  temporary 
agreement  to  serve  two  months  longer.  His  squadron  is  gone 
to  the  Bayona  Islands  for  provisions  and  water,  and  Com- 
mander Belcher  informed  me  tlie  Vice- Admiral  expressed  him- 
self willing  to  co-operate  with  Saldanha  against  the  disembarka- 
tion of  any  preponderating  French  military  force  in  Portugal, 

"  Great  exertions  are  making  to  put  the  old  two-decker 
'  Bainha '  in  a  condition  to  accompany  the  squadron  from  the 
Tagus ;  but  she  is  not  reported  as  likely  to  be  ready  before  the 
10th  of  June.  We  cannot,  therefore,  calculate  on  their  departure 
until  July— and  in  the  interim  much  may  be  done. 

*' Admiral  Felix,  I  understand,  has  declined  to  resume  the 
command  on  the  plea  of  ill  health,  and  they  find  much  difficulty 
in  selecting  an  officer,  as  well  as  in  completing  the  ships  with 


men.** 


Dom  Pedro's  cause  made  slow  progress  in 
Portugal,  but  it  received  substantial  aid  and  en- 
couragement from  London,  owing  to  the  efforts  and 
great  diplomatic  ability  of  the  Duke  of  Palmella,  the 
exertions  of  M.  Mendizabal,  a  Spaniard  by  birth, 
and  Conde  Ferrobo,  then  a  refugee,  who  subsequently 
acquired  great  wealth  from  the  monopoly  granted  to 
him  on  soap  and  tobacco.  These  three  concerted 
measures  for  equipping  more  steamers  for  the  service 
of  Dom  Pedro,  and  making  a  diversion  in  the  south 
of    Portugal      They   also    arranged    that   Captain 
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Charles  Napier,  who  had  paid  oflF  the  "Galatea/' 
should  select  his  own  officers  and  seamen  and  em- 
bark in  the  cause  of  Donha  Maria,  as  chief  Admiral 
of  her  ships. 

Dom  Pedro,  as  shown  by  the  Admiral's  letters, 
had  attempted  to  deprive  Sartorius  of  his  com- 
mand, and  sent  a  military  aide-de-camp  to  place 
him  in  arrest.*  Admiral  Sartorius,  who  had  given 
his  personal  pledge  to  the  sailors  for  their  pay,  with- 
out which  they  would  not  have  remained  in  Donha 
Maria'ss  service,  made  the  messenger  a  prisoner^  and 
clearly  intimated  to  the  Emperor  that  he  would  not 
resign  the  command  of  the  squadron  imtil  his  seamen 
had  received  their  arrears  of  pay,  or  imtil  Captain 
Napier  arrived. 

Napier  was  a  very  diflferent  man  from  his  pre- 
decessor, and  had  none  of  the  romantic  chivalry  which 
induced  the  latter  to  join  the  cause  of  the  young 
Queen  and  Constitution ;  but  he  had  shrewdness 
and  quick  perception.  He  saw  an  opening  for  great 
distinction  and  profit  if  successful,  and  that  the  dili- 
gence and  activity  of  Sartorius  had  made  success 
practicable.  He  seems  to  have  had  no  compunction 
about  disobeying  the  orders  of  his  Sovereign,  and  any 
discredit  or  inconvenience  which  might  be  attached 

*  "  Justice  must  now  be  done  to  a  brave  man  (Sartorius), 
wbo,  althoogh.  lie  afterwards  quitted  the  service,  had  previously 
aided  in  the  most  able  manner  in  laying  the  foundation-stone 
for  the  fabric  raised  by  Dom  Pedro." — "  Civil  War  in  Portugal," 
page  118. 

VOL.  II.  P 
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to  his  dismissal  from  the  Naval  Service  for  disobe- 
dience, was  quietly  made  a  matter  of  bargain  with 
M.  Mendizabal.  The  tradition  is  that  Captain  Napier 
dined  with  M.  Mendizabal  at  a  tavern  in  the  City, 
where  they  smoked  pipes  of  tobam)  and  partook  of 
gin  and  water  till  daybreak  on  the  following  morn- 
ing, when  the  contract  was  signed  which  secured  to 
the  adventurous  Captain  a  sum  sufficient  to  satisfy 
his  demands.  A  wiser  choice  could  not  have  been 
made.  Napier  was  then  forty-seven  years  of  age, 
had  seen  war  service,  and  was  as  courageous  as 
he  was  shrewd. 

On  his  joining  the  Portuguese  service  Dom  Pedro 
gave  him  the  title  of  Dom  Carlos  de  Ponza  and  the 
rank  of  Vice- Admiral. 

Admiral  Parker  considered  that  Captain  Napier 
understood  at  that  time  more  of  the  "  strategy  of 
war  "  than  any  man  he  had  ever  met ;  and  the  late 
General  Sir  William  Reid  of  the  Royal  Engineers, 
drew  the  same  conclusion  from  the  accuracy  of 
Charles  Napier's  criticism  on  part  of  his  cousin  Sir 
William  Napier's  description  of  the  defences  of 
Lisbon. 

A  plan  of  operations  was  settled  with  Palmella 
for  landing  in  the  Algarve,  then  nearly  destitute  of 
Miguelite  troops,  owing  to  the  siege  of  Oporto. 

The  Duke  of  Palmella  contrived  whilst  in  London 
to  get  the  whole  of  the  money  which  had  been 
granted  by  the  Brazilian  Empire  to  Dom  Joao  VI, 
as  an  indemnification  in  full  of  all  the  private  pro- 
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perty  belonging  to  him  in  Brazil,  transferred  to  Dom 
Pedro,*  the  whole  of  which  Dom  Pedro  expended 
in  ships  and  men,  &c.,  to  enable  him  to  continue  the 
Civil  War.  None  of  it  has  ever  been  repaid  ;  but 
it  is  still  owing,  with  accumulations  of  interest, 
from  the  date  of  Dom  John's  death,  to  the  proper 
heirs,  among  whom  are  the  children  of  Dom 
Miguel 


"  To  Vice- Admiral  Sartorina. 

"  '  Asia,'  Lisbon,  June  5th,  1833. 
"  Yonr  services  to  the  cause  yon  espoused  speak  for  them- 
selves, and  ample  justice  will  be  done  in  the  minds  of  impartial 

observers. 

'*  I  suspect  your  successor  has  not  found  all  as  he  expected, 

but  heartily  wish  him,  as  I  have  yourself,  and  your  late  young 

mistress,  eveiy  prosperity." 


*  This  money  belonged  to  all  the  children  of  King  John  VI, 
and  ought,  according  to  law,  to  have  been  divided  among  them 
in  equal  shares.  Palmella  persuaded  the  House  of  Baring,  into 
whose  hands  the  money  had  been  actually  paid,  to  accept  hu 
receipt  as  Dom  Pedro's  accredited  Minister,  on  the  supposition 
that  Dom  Pedro,  as  the  eldest  son,  would  pay  his  brothers  and 
sisters  their  several  portions,  amounting  to  about  50,000  a 
piece.  The  last  of  these  children  the  Infanta  Donha  Isabel,  who 
was  Regent  for  Dom  Pedro,  died  in  1876,  and  especially 
bequeathed  the  £50,000,  which  was  her  share  of  her  father's 
legacy  in  soUAurriy  to  two  of  the  Boman  Catholic  Others  of  the 
English  College  at  Lisbon,  giving  the  accumulation  of  interest 
to  the  nation,  if  the  capital  sum  was  paid  within  six  months. 
As  this  money  was  spent  on  Portuguese  objects,  the  present 
Emperor  of  Brazil  claims,  through  his  Minister  at  Lisbon,  one 
half  of  his  father's  original  share,  with  interest.     See  Appendix. 

P  2 


212  THE   LIFE   OF   SIR  W.    PARKER.  [1833 

"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  *  Asia/  in  the  Tagus,  5th  June,  1833. 

*'  I  wrote  on  the  2nd  instant  by  the  '  Pike,'  to  apprise  you 
that  the  meetings  between  the  Generals  of  the  belligerent  forces 
in  the  Donro  had  terminated  withoat  any  resnlt  beyond  my 
former  communications. 

"  I  fear,  however,  that  the  indiscretion  of  the  Emperor  and 
Marshal  Solignac  has  made  public  their  proceedings,  which  may 
not  only  compromise  the  safety  of  the  opposite  party  concerned, 
but  effectually  deter  any  furtber  advances  for  an  arrangement. 

"  Four  steam- vessels,  conveying  600  men,  arrived  off  Oporto 
on  the  2nd  and  3rd  instant. 

*^  The  Marquis  Palmella  and  Captain  Napier  landed  on  the 
2nd.  I  believe  the  latter  met  with  a  cold  reception  from  the 
Emperor,  and  is  mucb  disappointed  to  find  the  actual  means  at 
his  disposal,  so  far  short  of  the  expectations  beld  out  to  him 
before  his  departure  from  England.  He  was  assured  that  6,000 
men  would  be  ready  to  embark  on  his  arrival,  and  is  now  told 
they  cannot  spare  more  than  2,000 ! 

'*  The  Government  are  doubtless  aware  of  many  of  his  plans 
for  getting  possession  of  Lisbon  by  a  coup  de  main,  which  have 
unfortunately  been  so  incautiously  discussed  that  the  English 
newspapers  are  full  of  those  projects,  and  preparations  will 
naturally  be  made  to  meet  them. 

'*  The  Infante  Don  Carlos  and  the  Spanish  Royal  party  remain 
at  Coimbra,  wbere  it  is  understood  Dom  Miguel  has  given  tbem 
a  meeting :  it  appears  they  are  determined  not  to  embark  in  the 
Spanish  frigate. 

"  You  will,  of  course,  hear  the  particulars  of  this  transaction 
from  better  authority  than  mine,  I  shall,  therefore,  merely 
observe  that  the  Spanish  Minister  is  so  greatly  exasperated  at 
the  perfidy  of  the  Portuguese  Cabinet,  that  he  has  not  only 
addressed  a  strong  note  to  Viscount  Santarem  on  the  subject, 
but  declares  that  lie  has  recommended  his  own  Gt)vemment  to 
adopt  the  policy  urged  by  Sir  Stratford  Canning  at  Madrid. 
Sir  Stratford  left  that  capital  on  the  25th  of  May,  and  I  fear 
intimation  of  the  movements  of  Don  Carlos  would  scarcely 
reach  liim  in  time  to  detain  him  in  the  Peninsula. 

"  The    *  Castor '    joined   me  this   morning,  and   the  super- 
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numeraiy  Marines  shall  be  immediafcelj  transferred  from  her  to 
the  *  Dee/  but  I  propose  detaining  the  latter  antil  the  7th,  that 
she  may  carry  a  day's  later  intelligence  from  Oporto  than  the 
'  Confiance/  which  at  this  moment  may  be  interesting." 

On  the  first  of  June*  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
called  the  attention  of  the  House  of  Lords  to  our 
relations  with  Portugal,  and  moved — 

''That  an  hamble  address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty,  to 
entreat  him,  that  he  wonld  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  such 
directions  as  were  necessary  to  enforce  the  observance  by  his 
subjects  of  His  Majesty's  declared  neutrality  in  the  contest  now 
going  on  in  Portugal." 

He  commenced  his  speech  with  a  declaration  that 
if  there  was  any  nation  for  which  more  than  another 
this  country  justly  felt  deep  interest  it  was  Portugal. 
That  the  alliance  between  this  country  and  Portugal 
was  the  most  ancient  to  be  found  in  the  history  of 
nations ;  it  was  an  alliance  repeatedly  recognised  by 
all  Eurc^e ;  it  was  one  from  which  this  country  had 
derived  advantage  from  a  period  almost  beyond 
memory,  and  for  the  preservation  of  which  this 
country  had  expended  her  best  blood  and  treasure. 
He  dwelt  on  the  facts  that  Captain  Napier  had 
sailed  from  Spithead  without  his  name  being  re- 
moved from  the  '*  Navy  List "  ;  that  considerable 
levies  of  troops  had  embarked  in  ships  in  the 
river,  among  which  were  the  "  Asia,"  *'  Congress," 
"  Fairy,"  and  "  Juno  : "  on  these  ships  having  been 
released  by  the  Government,  after  a  detention 
by  the  Custom  House  authorities  for  breach  of  the 

*  See  *•  Annual  Register.*' 
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Foreign  Enlistment  Act— that  reinforcements  had 
been  sent  from  this  country,  and  that  a  few  days 
before  a  distinguished  Naval  Officer  had  sailed  from 
Spithead  with  steamboats  and  transports  to  invade 
Portugal,  of  which  the  Ministers  said  they  knew 
nothing  except  from  newspapers;  that  Poles  and 
Frenchmen  had  sailed  from  Falmouth  for  the  same 
pin:pose ;  and  that  it  would  have  been  more  credit- 
able to  have  invaded  Portugal  with  British  troops 
than  to  have  such  a  neutrality.  Throughout  the 
Duke's  speech  no  word  of  blame  was  uttered  against 
Admiral  Parker.     Earl  Grey  replied  : — 

"  The  real  question  was,  whether,  in  the  case  of  Dom  Pedro's 
expedition  this  country  had  preserved  a  strict  neutrality  ?  He 
thought  on  some  late  occasion  the  noble  Earl  (Aberdeen)  hail 
stated  that  we  were  in  military  possession  of  Portugal,  because 
His  Majesty's  Government  had  found  it  necessary,  in  conse- 
quence of  repeated  complaints  on  the  part  of  British  merchants 
at  Lisbon,  that  a  considerable  force  should  be  kept  in  the  Tagus 
for  their  protection.  He  would  now  proceed  to  detail  our  trans- 
actions in  that  country.  In  consequence  of  repeated  applications 
from  the  British  merchants  resident  in  Lisbon,  of  the  representa- 
tions respecting  the  insecurity  of  their  property,  and  the  danger 
to  which  they  might  be  exposed  if  there  were  not  a  sufficient, 
force  to  protect  them.  Admiral  Parker  was  sent  to  the  Tagus, 
and  remained  there  until  the  expedition  was  known  to  be  ad. 
vancing  for  the  invasion  of  Portugal.  An  application  was  then 
made,  desiring  that  the  ships  that  had  been  sent  into  the  Tagus, 
and  which  had  remained  there  with  no  other  view  but  to  protect 
the  British  merchants  resident  in  Lisbon,  might  be  withdrawn. 
That  request  was  immediately  complied  with.  The  men-of-war 
took  their  station  outside  the  roadstead,  and  only  one  vessel  (and 
that  not  armed)  was  left  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  up  a  com- 
munication between  the  fleet  and  the  British  Consul  at  Lisbon. 
He  would  next  allude  to  the  mission  of  Lord  William  Russell, 
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who  was  sent  to  Portugal  to  watch  the  proceedings,  and  par- 
ticularly to  watch  the  observance  of  neutrality  by  the  other 
Powers.  The  spirit  in  which  the  Government  had  acted  was 
one  of  perfect  fairness  and  neutrahty."  * 

The  noble  Earl  proceeded  to  read  a  variety  of 
documents^  consisting  of  communications  between 
different  officers  and  members  of  the  Government, 
in  confirmation  of  these  assertions.  The  first  which 
he  read  was  dated  9th  of  September,  1831. 

''  It  was  directed  to  Admiral  Parker,  and  stated  that  the  first 
object  of  the  British  Naval  Officers  was  to  protect  the  British 
merchants  and  their  property,  and  to  abstain  from  all  interference 
with  political  matters.  He  was  directed  not  to  afford  protection 
to  such  merchants  as  interfered  with  the  internal  affairs  of  the 
country.  The  next  communication  was  dated  the  2lBt  of  May, 
1832,  upon  the  application  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  British 
ships  from  the  Tagns — a  letter  addressed  to  Admiral  Parker.  It 
stated  that  it  was  His  Majesty's  command  that  the  requisition  of 
the  Portuguese  Government  should  be  immediately  complied 
with — ^that  Admiral  Parker  should  leave  the  Tagus  with  his 
ships,  and  should  transmit  his  orders  to  the  commanding  of&cer 
in  the  Douro  to  withdraw  his  ships  also  from  that  river.  On  the 
arrival  of  Dom  Pedro  the  strictest  neutrahty  was  directed  to  be 
maintained ;  they  were  to  abstain  from  rendering  assistance  to 
either  party,  and  to  pursue  the  same  line  of  conduct  to  both 
sides.  On  the  1st  of  June,  1832,  Admiral  Parker  was  instructed 
that,  under  all  circumstances,  he  was  to  maintain  a  perfect  neu- 
trality and  carefully  to  avoid  any  cause  of  complaint. 

"  On  the  19th  of  June,  Mr.  Barrow  wrote  to  Admiral  Parker 
that,  as  the  expedition  of  Dom  Pedro  was  expected  to  make  its 
appearance,  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  cautioned  the  British 
Admiral  not  to  enter  into  any  communication  with  the  expedi- 
tionary force,  which  might  cherish  any  hope  of  assistance  from 
the  British  Naval  Force  off  the  Bock  of  Lisbon ;  but  to  observe 

*  See  "  Parliamentary  Debates." 
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the  strictest  neutrality  between  both  parties.  Again,  on  the  11th 
of  Juljr,  a  similar  commnnication  had  been  made,  particolarly 
cautioning  Admiral  Parker  to  give  no  advice  to  Admiral  Sar- 
torins,  lest  even  commnnication  with  him  should  be  misconstrued. 

"  He  had  alluded  to  these  circumstances  in  order  to  show  what 
had  been  the  spirit  which  had  predominated  in  all  the  communi- 
cations of  the  British  Government  on  the  subject  of  the  late 
expedition  in  Portugal,  and  that  the  strictest  neutrality  had  been 
enjoined  by  the  Government  as  far  as  the  British  force  was  con- 
cerned. 

"  He  need  not  state  that  those  instructions  which  were  given 
to  Admiral  Parker  were  acted  upon  with  all  that  discretion, 
with  all  that  independence,  with  all  that  firmness,  which  had 
uniformly  characterised  the  conduct  of  that  gallant  officer  during 
the  whole  of  his  professional  career.  As  further  proof  that 
those  instructions  had  been  acted  on,  he  would  state  that  on 
the  arrival  of  the  fleet  attached  to  the  expedition  of  the  Tagus, 
Admiral  Parker  had  written  to  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Admiralty  to  inform  him  that  Admiral  Sartorius  had  arrived 
off  the  Tagus,  and  had  taken  up  a  position  which  placed  the 
British  ships  in  the  line  of  fire  of  a  Portuguese  battery  directed 
against  the  expeditionary  fleet;  he.  Admiral  Parker,  had  re- 
ceived a  requisition  to  move  out  of  the  line  of  fire,  upon 
which  he  proceeded  to  a  station  about  three  miles  distant,  which 
he  had  since  continued  to  occupy,  keeping  his  ships  under 
sail.  An  English  steam- vessel  had  been  sent  by  Admiral  Sarto- 
rius with  some  intimation  relative  to  the  blockade,  Admiral 
Parker  immediately  objected  to  the  British  flag  being  hoisted  on 
any  vessel  which  had  any  connection  with  either  of  the  belli- 
gerents. The  complaint  was  immediately  attended  to.  One  of 
the  expeditionary  vessels  approached  so  near  the  flag-ship  of 
Admiral  Parker  with  letters  explanatory  of  the  affair  of  the 
English  steamer,  that  the  Portuguese  batteries  having  directed 
their  fire  against  the  former  vessel,  one  of  the  shot  struck  the 
British  ship,  which  was  immediately  apologized  for  by  the  com- 
mander of  the  fort  from  whence  it  had  been  discharged." 

The  noble  Earl  next  read  a  communication  di- 
rected to  Sir  William  Parker,  stating  that  the  Lords 
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of  the  Admiralty  approved  of  his  proceedings  with 
regard  to  the  fleet  under  the  command  of  Admiral 
Sartorius. 

"  After  this  a  circumstaiice  occurred  which  led  to  the  re-entry 
of  His  Majesty's  ships  into  the  harbour  of  the  Tag^.  This  cir- 
cumstance was  nothing  less  than  the  murder  of  one  of  the 
servants  of  Lord  William  Russell  in  a  way  which  did  not 
permit  it  to  be  supposed  that  it  was  in  consequence  of  any 
mere  ebullition  of  popular  feeling,  since  it  was  perpetrated  by  a 
person  actually  serving  under  the  orders  of  the  Government 
of  the  country,  and  no  public  proceeding  had  been  taken  to 
inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  to  bring  the 
offender  to  justice.  From  the  repeated  representations  of  the 
British  merchants  resident  at  Lisbon,  it  was  thought  necessary 
that  our  fleet  should  re-enter  that  port ;  but  it  went  with  the 
same  orders  to  observe  strict  neutrality,  and  it  was  conducted 
always  with  the  same  strict  obedience  to  the  letter  of  his  in- 
structions on  the  part  of  Admiral  Parker." 

Lord  Grey  was  answered  by  Lord  Aberdeen. 

*'  The  noble  Earl  has  referred  to  the  instructions  which  had 
been  sent  to  the  British  Admiral  commanding  at  Lisbon,  in 
order  to  show  the  desire  of  the  Government  to  preserve  neutrality. 
He  did  not  deny  the  authenticity  of  the  instructions,  nor  did  he 
doubt  the  honour  and  impartiality  of  Admiral  Parker.  He  also 
admitted  that  upon  the  receipt  of  the  instructions  the  British 
squadron  left  the  Tagus  according  to  the  wish  of  the  Portuguese 
Grovemment;  bat  the  squadron  soon  after  returned,  and  was 
now  in  military  possession  of  the  port  of  Lisbon. 

*'The  pretext  for  that  was  the  murder  of  the  servant  of  Lord 
William  BusseU,  but  he  was  not  a  British  subject,  and  not  ex- 
clusively the  servant  of  the  noble  Lord. 

**  The  man  was  a  Spaniard  and  a  porter  at  the  house  where 
Lord  William  Russell  lodged.  If  any  one  had  a  right  to  com- 
plain, it  was  the  King  of  Spain,  for  the  man  was  his  subject.*' 

Lord  Aberdeen   then   read   the  names    of   the 
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vessels  which  had  sailed  with  reinforcements  to  Dom 
Pedro,  of  which  the  Government  professed  to  be 
ignorant. 

The  "  Lord  of  the  Isles,"  from  Falmoath 

for  Oporto,  with.  •  . .  . .  . .     350  English. 

The  "  Britannia,"  from  Deal,  with         . .     300        „ 

"  St.  George,"  from  Gravesend,  with     . .  <  others 

The  "  Mercury  " 600  English. 

The  "  Lord  Cochrane,"  from  Deal,  with. .     500  French. 
*'  Britannia^"  from  Falmouth      . .  . .      870  Foreignets. 

*<  In  three  months  1,750  English  and  at  least  3,000  foreigners 
had  left  this  conntrj  for  Dom  Pedro's  service.  The  parish 
officers  of  St.  Margaret's  and  St.  Martin's  had  even  shipped 
the  able-bodied  paupers  for  ten  shillings  per  head.'^ 

The  Division  was  taken — 

Contents        . .         . .         . .         . .     79 

Non-Contents  . .  . .  . .      69 

Majority  against  Goyemment    10 


Fr(nn  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Hardy ^ 
Extract. 

"  Admiraliy,  5th  June,  1833. 
"  You  will  see  by  the  papers  that  there  has  been  a  blow  up  in 
the  House  of  Lords  about  the  neutrality  of  Portugal,  but  yoa 
have  come  ofE  with  flying  colours.  There  is  to  be  a  trial  of 
strength  on  the  same  subject  in  the  House  of  Commons  to- 
morrow evening.  If  we  are  not  more  successful  thero,  I  fear 
that  we  shall  be  in  a  bad  way ;  but  I  think  the  Commons  will 
be  on  our  side^  and  I  do  not  think  the  Lords  can  turn  us  out." 


From  Sir  Jamies  Graham, 
"  Private. 

"  Admiralty,  5th  June,  1833. 

^'  I  write  you  a  single  line  just  in  time  to  save  the  post,  to 

toU  you  that  the  vote  in  the  House  of  Lords  will  be  in^eeiual. 
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HisMajesfy  supports  ns,*  the  House  of  Commoiis  is  with,  us,  and 
this  nation  is  not  enamonred  of  Dom  Miguel,  though  the  Duke 
of  Wellington  and  the  Holy  Alliance  may  strive  to  uphold  him. 

'*  I  have  sent  you  the  '  Donegal '  and  the  *  Stag/  that  you 
may  be  strong  enough  to  protect  British  interests,  and  to  meet 
every  emergency.  Persevere  in  your  past  line  of  conduct,  -which 
has  been  blameless,  and  neither  you  nor  we  have  anything  to 
fear." 


Front  Sir  James  Qraham, 

«  Admiralty,  5th  June,  1838. 

"  A  vacancy  having  been  reported  to  me  on  the  list  of  Cap- 
tains, caused  by  three  removals  from  the  list,  it  has  afforded  me 
much  pleasure,  in  consequence  of  your  strong  recommendation 
of  Commander  Glascock,  and  his  own  good  services,  to  promote 
him  to  the  rank  of  Captain. 

'*  He  will  not  be  relieved  in  the  command  of  the  *  Orestes '  at 
present,  as  we  are  desirous  of  his  services  in  his  present  station 
a  little  while  longer." 

The  debate  iu  the  House  of  Commons  took  place 
on  June  6th,  when  Sir  Robert  Peel  urged  in  vain 
"  that  the  merits  of  Dom  Miguel  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  propositions  before  the  House,''  that  the 
question  was  one  of  international  obligation,  and  not 
of  Dom  Miguel's  personal  character.  The  policy  of 
the  Government  was  supported  by  a  majority  of  98.t 

From  Sir  Jamies  Graham. 
**  Private. 

"  Admiralty,  14th  June,  1833. 

'*  I  send  yon  the  best  means  of  negotiation  in  the  shape  of 

*  The  Bang's  answer  to  the  address  was : — 

**  I  have  already  taken  all  such  measures  as  appeared  to  me  to 
be  necessary  for  maintaining  the  neutrality  which  I  had  deter- 
mined to  observe  in  the  contest  now  carrying  on  in  Portugal.'* 

t  Ayes,  361 ;  Noes,  263. 
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anotlier  line-of-battle  ship ;  this  letter  will  be  conveyed  by  tho 
'  Talavera,'  and  she,  in  addition  to  '  Donegal '  and  the  frigates, 
will  make  yonr  force  respectable. 

"We  highly  and  entirely  approve  of  yonr  letters  to  Viscount 
Santarem  on  the  subject  both  of  the  wine  and  of  the  reliefs  in 
the  Douro.  With  respect  to  the  latter  point,  since  without 
much  inconvenience  the  ships  now  in  that  river  may  remain, 
we  do  not  wish  you  to  press  the  point  at  present,  if  it  be  not 
conceded,  postponing  only  the  exercise  of  the  right,  but  by  no 
means  abandoning  its  assertion,  or  lowering  the  tone  which, 
under  our  orders,  you  have  taken  on  this  subject.  The  question 
of  the  removal  of  the  wine  is  more  critical,  and  I  must  summon 
a  Cabinet  upon  it.  Your  instructions  on  this  head  will  be  sent 
by  the  next  opportunity,  but  I  am  unwilling  to  detain  *  Talavera ' 
for  a  single  post,  since  I  am  anxious  you  should  be  strong  at  this 
juncture. 

"Nothing  can  be  more  satisfactory  than  your  information 
and  admirable  discretion,  and  I  have  only  to  repeat  the  assu- 
rance of  my  unbounded  confidence  and  high  respect. 

"  This  wine  question  may  lead  to  serious  results,  if  Miguel 
adheres  to  his  ref usaJ ;  but  take  no  further  step  till  you  receive 
instructions  from  this  Board." 


From  Oha/rles  Nofpier,  under  his  Tortuguese  title  of  Vice^Admiral 

Dom  Carlos  de  Ponza.* 

"  *  Rainha,'  off  Oporto,  13th  June,  1833. 
"  Mt  deab  Admibal, 

"  After  a  week's  indecision,  intriguing  folly,  and,  I  believe, 
wickedness,  it  is  at  last  decided  to  embark  nearly  3,000  men  on 
board  the  steam-boats  and  make  an  attack  somewhere,  but  that 
is  not  yet  decided.  I  believe,  however,  I  shall  have  a  carte  hla^nclie. 
What  steps  I  shall  take  I  have  not  yet  decided;  my  views  point 
to  Lisbon;  the  force  is  small,  it  is  true,  but  if  at  night  I  could  get 
a  strong  breeze,  and  the  steam-boat's  consent,  I  should  feel  much 

*  Charles  Napier's  name  was  removed  from  the  list  of  Cap 
tains  of  the  Royal  Navy  after  the  debate. 
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disposed  to  ran  into  the  Tagns,  clearing  mj  way  with  a  couple 
of  fire-ships ;  in  the  daytime  it  is  oat  of  the  qnestion,  at  least 
the  accoonts  of  the  batteries  I  have  received  from  Colonel  Sorell 
say  so,  bat  I  shoald  like  to  have  year  opinion  on  the  sabject. 

"  I  advised  the  Emperor  most  strongly  to  embark  6,000 
men,  give  ap  the  Foz,  and  decide  the  question  at  once.  The 
majority,  in  a  conference  we  had,  were  of  my  opinion ;  and  next 
morning  the  Emperor  sent  for  me,  and  said  he  had  decided  on 
going  himself  with  5,000  men ;  he  asked  where  I  shoald  place 
him,  of  coarse  I  fixed  on  the  flag-ship. 

'*  Two  hours  after,  His  Majesty  had  the  conscience  to  ask  a 
steam-boat  for  himself,  which  I  refused  at  once.  First,  it  was 
impossible;  secondly,  I  told  him  everybody  would  suppose  he 
was  ready  for  a  start.  His  Majesty,  in  consequence  declined 
going  at  all,  and  reduced  the  number  of  men.  This  enraged 
Solignac,  who  wanted  to  go  himself,  and  in  that  case  could 
spare  5,000  men,  though,  when  I  first  came,  he  said  he  could 
spare  none;  in  fact,  I  believe  Solignac  to  be  an  old  woman 
with  a  great  deal  of  French  vanity,  and  a  desire  to  gain  '  la 
gloire'  without  knowing  how  to  set  about  it.  After  the  first 
batch  of  soldiers  embarked,  I  thought  it  safe  to  hoist  my  flag, 
and  as  there  was  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  squadron,  I  went  on 
board ;  but  you  may  judge  of  my  surprise,  when  I  say  that,  next 
night,  they  embarked  only  one  cask  of  water  and  five  soldiers. 
In  the  morning  I  telegraphed  '  Do  you  intend  to  embark  troops 
or  not,  I  shall  act  accordingly ; '  and  I  also  wrote  to  the  Minister 
of  Marine,  to  beg  him  to  tell  the  Emperor,  if  the  troops  were  not 
embarked,  I  should  haul  down  my  flag  and  return  to  England 
forthwith.  The  telegraph  was,  however,  enough ;  they  replied, 
that  troops  should  be  embarked,  giving  the  names  of  regiments. 
I  made  dispositions  to  receive  them,  but  they  sent  quite  a  dif- 
ferent batch ;  in  short,  they  have  no  man  of  head  amongst  them, 
and  the  embarkation  requires  great  management.  When  I  first 
landed  at  the  Foz,  it  was  a  beautiful  moonlight  night,  there 
was  a  great  deal  of  musketry  and  a  great  deal  of  surf,  bat  there 
is  little  danger  in  that  quarter  from  shot.  Not  so  when  you 
cross  the  bar ;  it  is  really  fearful ;  you  are  obliged  to  pass  within 
pistol-shot  of  the  point  where  there  is  a  battery  of  field-pieces 
and  a  strong  musketry  party,  besides  other  batteries  in  the  rear. 
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They  use  fire-balls  to  tkrow  a  light  across,  and  keep  up  a  very 
severe  fire.  The  battery  of  the  Fez,  which  is  remarkably  well 
famished,  with  guna  and  mortars  keep  them  in  check,  and  do 
it  well ;  this,  of  course,  prevents  the  Miguelites  6t)m  taking  a 
good  aim ;  and  though  we  have  now  embarked  1,500  men,  only 
three  or  four  have  been  killed  and  wounded.  I  came  out  in  a 
large  boat  with  eight  men,  half  of  whom  could  not  row,  which 
was  certainly  not  taking  much  care  of  the  body  of  the  Admiral. 
I  funked  most  confoundedly ;  as  I  pushed  off  they  began  their 
fire,  and,  by  some  accident,  the  people  at  the  Foz  did  not  cover 
me,  the  enemy,  in  consequence,  thought  they  were  mistaken,  and 
when  I  got  to  the  narrowest  part,  I  was  agreeably  surprised  in 
getting  out  without  a  shot;  then  came  the  danger  of  the  bar 
and  rooks,  which,  with  a  bad  boat's  crew,  is  considerable.  I 
was  followed  by  boats  with  troops,  and  the  fire  was  tremendous, 
but  the  Foz  kept  them  so  completely  in  check,  that  no  lives  were 
lost.  I  hope,  to-morrow  night,  if  the  weather  remains  fine,  all 
will  be  on  board.  We  are  completing  our  provisions  outside, 
and  the  water  comes  from  the  river,  which  is  difficult. 

'*  I  think  of  running  close  down  along  the  coast  to  distract 
their  attention,  and  probably  will  appear  off  Lisbon,  and  should 
be  delighted  if  there  was  any  means  of  communicating.  As  to 
the  squadron,  they  are  so-so.  I  am  sorry  to  say  70  men  of  the 
*  Bainha '  have  left,  according  to  agreement  with  Sartorius.  I 
brought  out  enough  to  complete  her  and  the  '  Donha  Maria.' 
The  *  Dom  Pedro '  will  be  short ;  and  a  fine  corvette  is  manned 
totally  with  Portuguese.  If  I  can  manage  to  put  half  English- 
men in  her,  and  an  English  Captain,  I  shall  bring  her  with  me, 
if  not,  I  shall  leave  her  to  take  care  of  Oporto ;  because  I  am 
determined  not  to  have  a  show  of  force,  and  run  the  risk  of 
being  traduced.  I  have  a  brig  and  schooner  off  Figueras,  to 
endeavour  to  get  information  about  the  rising  said  to  be  there ; 
and  I  expect  a  schooner  every  moment,  with  men,  which  will 
set  me  up.  The  discharged  seamen  are  in  a  transport ;  a  few 
days  of  idleness  may  perhaps  sicken  them,  and  I  may  get  some 
back.  I  have  brought  out  with  me  three  excellent  officers  to 
command  the  ships,  and  my  own  son. 

<*  1  hear  the  Portuguese  squadron  are  nearly  ready  ;  the  odds 
are  fearful,  but  I  shall  do  my  best  to  upset  them ;  judging  of  my 
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own  Porhignese  vessels,  they  cannot  be  very  formidable.    Excuse 
this  scrawl,  and  believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  Admiral, 

"  Yours  most  truly, 

"  CARLOS  DE  PONZA. 
'^  Sortorius  is  to  have  the  half-pay  of  a  Vice- Admiral  a  year 
in  advance,  and  to  be  created  Baron  St.  G^rge ;  he  is  an  exoel- 
lent  fellow,  and  seems  to  have  a  great  load  off  his  mind.  He 
has  treated  me  in  the  most  friendly  manner.  He  desires  to  be 
most  kindly  remembered  to  you,  and  wUl  write  to  you  befora 
he  goes. 

"0.  DE  PONZA." 


"  To  the  Lord  WiUiam  Russell.       ' 
Extract. 

"  'Asia,'  Saturday  night,  17th  June,  1833. 
"  Whatever  may  be  done  connected  with  the  Navy  can  only 
be  on  my  responsibility.  It  is  impossible  that  I  can  ever  consent 
to  let  blame  rest  on  any  other  person  in  extenuation  of  any  act 
within  my  own  line  of  duty,  nor  would  such  excuse  be  listened 
to.  Neither  will  I  ever  shrink  from  the  consequence  of  any 
measure  that  I  think  is  right.  I  pray  of  you,  therefore,  to  pause ; 
I  shall  perhaps  be  able  to  see  you  to-morrow  morning.  I  con- 
fess I  have  no  faith  in  a  tithe  of  the  histories  collected  by  the 
present  informant." 


"  To  (Charles  Napier)  Vice-Admiral  Dom  C.  de  Ponza. 
''Mt  deab  Admiral, 

*'  I  have  only  a  few  minutes  to  thank  you,  which  I  do  sin- 
cerely for  your  interesting  letter  by  the  *Stag.'  Lieutenant 
Lapidge  will  see  you  and  give  you  all  the  news,  to  which  I  have  but 
to  add  that  the  squadron  here  appear  active  in  their  preparations 
for  a  move,  and  I  conjecture  will  drop  down  the  river  in  a  day 
or  two  (*  Rainha '  included)  to  endeavour  to  put  their  new 
raised  men  in  something  like  training,  before  they  trust  them- 
selves beyond  Passo  d'Arcos  Bay.  Heartily  wishing  you  all 
possible  success,  &c." 


224  THE   LIFE   OF  SIR    W.    PARKER,  [1833 

'*  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  17th  June,  1833. 

**  I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  letters  by  the  '  African' 
three  days  ago,  and  rejoice  very  sincerely  that  the  King's  sup- 
port of  his  Cabinet  has  been  followed  by  so  triumphant  a  vote  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  which  places  the  general  feeling  of  the 
country  beyond  a  doubt. 

"  I  cannot  help  flattering  myself  that  something  will  turn  up 
to  effectuate  a  settlement  of  afiairs  here,  on  the  basis  desired  by 
GK>vernment,  which,  as  far  as  we  can  judge  on  impartial  grounds, 
appears  the  best  calculated  to  produce  anything  like  permanent 
tranquillity  or  amalgamation  of  the  present  contending  interests. 

"  It  cannot  be  concealed  that  (except  with  immediate  adhe- 
rents and  partisans)  the  Royal  brothers  are  equally  unpopular ; 
and  I  am  satisfied  that  very  many  who  are  now  ranged  on  the 
side  of  Dom  Miguel  would  quietly  accommodate  themselves  to  his 
removal,  if  they  were  assured  that  his  brother  would  not  succeed 
to  supreme  authority.  The  old  Portuguese  are  prejudiced  against 
Pedro  from  former  recollections,  and  all  fear  the  consequences  of 
a  reaction  under  his  Government.  You  will,  I  am  sure,  excuse 
my  ofiering  these  remarks.  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  a  politician, 
but  they  are  the  expressed  sentiments  of  the  majority  of  the 
people  I  meet  with,  who  seem  capable  of  judging  calmly,  and 
unbiassed  by  self-interest. 

'*  I  derive  much  satisfaction  from  Captain  Glascock's  promo, 
tion,  and  feel  very  sensibly  the  obliging  manner  in  which  you 
announce  it.  If  no  officer  is  already  appointed  to  succeed  him 
in  the  '*  Orestes,"  you  will  perhaps  pardon  my  calling  your  atten- 
tion  to  the  estimation  in  which  Lord  George  Paulet  is  held  by 
both  parties  on  the  banks  of  the  Douro.  His  urbanity  and 
pradence  have  inspired  a  confidence  which  makes  him  a  uni- 
versal favourite,  and  it  stnkes  me  when  Captain  Glascock  is 
relieved,  his  Lordship  might  be  continued  as  senior  officer  with 
advantage  to  the  public  service,  which  is  my  sole  motive  for 
noticing  it,  as  I  by  no  meaus  wish  to  trespass  on  a  regulation  of 
the  Admiralty,  and  am  fully  aware  Lord  George  has  already  com- 
pleted the  usual  period  of  service  afloat.  He  was  for  some  months 
senior  officer  within  the  Douro,  prior  to  Dom  Pedro's  landing  and 
conducted  his  duties  very  satisfactorily ;  but  my  present  sugges- 
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tion  of  coarse  applies  only  to  the  short  period  the  sloops  may 
fitill  be  required  there,  and  Lord  George  has  not  yet  received  any 
intimation  from  me  that  I  have  contemplated  the  submission  of 
such  an  arrangement  for  your  consideration. 

"  Captain  Glascock  has  discharged  his  difficult  duties  firmly 
and  ably,  but  I  understand  there  is  a  strong  feeling  against  him, 
probably  from  this  very  cause,  and  particularly  on  the  part  of  the 
Pedroites. 

'*  From  the  attacks  that  are  frequently  made  by  the  Opposi- 
tion in  Parliament  against  the  supplies  and  assistance  rendered 
to  Dom  Pedro,  it  is  right  you  should  be  aware  that  Dom  Migael's 
friends  are  not  backward  in  procuring  whatever  stores  or  assist- 
ance he  requires  from  our  markets.  Within  the  last  fortnight 
two  English  vessels  have  arrived  from  London  with  artillery 
stores,  and  six  heavy  guns  brought  by  them  are  already  mounted 
in  Miguel's  ships. 

"  Some  English  naval  men  are  also  come  to  superintend  the 
equipment  of  his  squadron,  but  I  have  not  yet  ascertained  whether 
they  are  or  have  been  connected  with  our  service.  I  rather  sus- 
pect they  belonged  to  that  of  the  East  India  Company. 

'*  Dom  Miguel's  squadron  is  daily  expected  to  move  towards 
the  entrance  of  the  river,  where  I  presume  they  will  attempt 
some  little  training  of  their  newly-raised  men  before  they  venture 
outside. 

'*  I  have  been  obliged  to  restrain  the  clandestine  embarkation 
in  our  packets  of  refugees  for  Oporto,  who,  under  the  influence 
of  the  Constitutional  agents,  and  certain  pecuniary  inducements, 
were  seeking  passages  wholesale ;  it  became,  in  fact,  a  kind  of 
traffic,  and  crimps,  under  the  semblance  of  humanity  and 
patriotism,  laboured  so  actively  in  their  vocation  that  the  atten- 
tion of  the  authorities  was  roused,  and  a  few  unfortunate  acces- 
sories have  been  detected,  and  paid  the  forfeit  with  their  lives. 

"  The  fact  of  military  refugees  having  been  received  in  the 
packets  has  been  mentioned  by  Yisconde  Santarem,  but  no 
written  complaint  has  been  made  to  me.  In  a  few  instances, 
where  life  has  been  endangered,  I  have  afforded  the  means  of 
escape,  and,  indeed,  I  candidly  avowed  to  his  Excellency  that  I 
should  do  so  to  individuals  of  either  party  who  were  in  imminent 
risk,  but  that  I  would  not  connive  at  the  transport  of  recruits  or 

VOL.  ir.  Q 
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partisans  hy  the  means  at  mj  disposal.  I  allude  to  this  now,  as 
I  cannot  but  think  some  observations  may  be  made  about  it  by 
the  Opposition,  and  am  desirous  you  should  be  apprised  of  all 
that  passes.  I  do  not  believe,  however,  that  the  officers  of  the 
packets  will  implicate  themselves  again. 

"  The   Spanish    Minister,    Cordova,   is  just  returned   from 

Coimbra,  but  cannot  prevail  on  Don  Carlos  to  embark.     I  fear 

Cea  Bermudez  is  not  likely  to  adopt  the  policy  in  favour  of 

Donha  Maria  now  recommended  by  Cordova,  but  I  trust  some 

'  little  impression  is  making  even  in  that  quarter. 

*'  The  *  Donegal  *  and  *  Stag  '  have  just  joined  me.  They  left 
the  bar  of  Oporto  on  the  evening  of  the  15th,  when  the  expedi- 
tion under  Admiral  de  Ponza  (Napier)  remained  there,  having 
more  troops  to  embark,  and  further  supplies  of  water  requisite, 
from  which  I  presume  they  are  not  intended  (as  it  is  generally 
believed)  to  land  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Oporto. 

*'  Captain  Eden  will,  I  trust,  send  the  latest  accounts  of  them 
by  the  '  African.'  That  officer  has  acquitted  himself  remarkably 
well  since  he  has  been  off  the  Douro,  but  as  I  am  now  so  much 
reinforced,  I  purpose  consigning  the  command  on  that  station  to 
Captain  Lockyer  until  I  go  in  that  direction." 

1833.  On  the  20th  of  June,  the  Spanish  Cortes 
(which  had  been  summoned  to  Madrid  for  the  purpose 
by  a  Decree  of  the  4th  of  April)  solemnly  recognised 
the  Infanta  Dofla  Ysabella  as  Princess  of  Asturias 
and  heir  to  the  Spanish  Monarchy.  The  King,  and 
Queen,  and  Princess,  and  the  Infantes  Don  Francisco 
and  Don  Enrique  de  Assis  and  Don  Sebastian  were 
present,  and  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  recog- 
nition were  taken  in  the  church  of  St.  Geronimo  de 
Prado,  first  by  the  Infantes,  then  the  Cardinal  Arch- 
bishop of  Seville  and  the  other  prelates,  with  all  the 
solemnity,  pomp,  and  parade  of  the  Spanish  nation. 
The  grandees  and  all  the  deputies  came  in  pairs 
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and  took  the  oaths  as  their  Dames  were  called  by 
the  King-at-Arins.  There  were  great  national  re- 
joicings on  the  occasion.  Don  Carlos  received  a  copy 
of  the  Decree,  with  an  intimation  that  he  was  at 
liberty  to  attend  or  not.  His  letter  to  the  King  is 
full  of  aflPection*  and  brotherly  love,  for  the  brothers 
were  sincerely  attached  to  each  other,  but  it  enclosed 
a  protest : — "  Being  persuaded  of  the  legitimate  right 
I  have  to  the  Throne  of  Spain,  supposing  that  your 
Majesty  has  no  heir  male,  I  assert  that  neither  my 
conscience  nor  honour  permits  me  to  recognise  any 
other  rights,  and  I  thus  make  my  declaration."  t 

From  Vice'AdmiraZ  Carlos  de  Ponza  (^Charles  Najpier). 

"  '  Rainha,'  off  Figueras,  21bt  Jane,  1833. 
"  Many  thanks  for  your  letter.  I  got  the  steam-boats  under 
weigh  yesterdjiy,  but  found  it  quite  impossible  to  purchase  our 
anchor.  As  it  was,  the  squadron  lost  two,  which  to  us  is  a  ter- 
rible loss.  We  all  got  away  this  morning,  and  showed  ourselves 
off  Figueras.  I  expected  to  meet  a  brig  I  sent  there,  but  God 
knows  where  she  is.  On  the  whole,  they  deserve  great  credit  at 
Oporto  for  getting  us  away  in  ten  days  after  they  decided.  The 
great  folly  they  committed  was  first  embarking  the  troops,  and 
then  water ;  but  on  the  whole  they  have  not  done  amiss.  I  had 
intended  to  have  anchoi'ed  in  Cascaes  Bay,  and  then  have  been 
guided  by  circumstances,  but  after  seeing  the  bad  fist  we  make  of 

*  The  letter  begins :  *'  Mi  muyquerido  hermano  de  mi  corazon, 
Fernando  mio,  de  mi  Vida."  And  after  expressing  his  earnest 
wish  that  it  m.ight  please  Ood  to  give  him  yet  a  son,  ends :  '^  Good 
bye,  my  beloved  brother ;  of  my  own  heart  I  will  be  always  yours. 
I  will  always  love  you ;  you  will  ever  be  remembered  in  the 
prayert  of  your  loving  brother." — "Historia  General  de  Espana." 

t  The  King  of  Naples  also  protested,  asserting  his  own  rights, 
failing  the  direct  line  of  Charles  lY. 

Q   2 
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every  sort  of  mancBuvring,  I  do  not  think  that  anything  dashing 
can  be  undertaken  till  discipline  is  established.  Yon  can  have  no 
idea  of  the  crew  here.  Seventy  men  have  left  the  ship  ;  they  are 
replaced  with  fresh  hands,  who  are  quite  disorganized.  We  take 
more  than  half -an.  hour  in  the  day  to  get  the  hands  upon  deck. 
I  began  this  morning  by  giving  a  couple  of  fellows  four  dozen 
apiece,  and  I  hope  in  a  week  I  shall  be  in  some  sort  of  order. 
These  circumstances  have  decided  me  to  proceed  at  once  to  the 
Algarves  and  land  the  army  there.  If  we  can  get  over  the 
bar  of  the  Guadiana,  I  shall  push  two  steam-boats  up  the  river, 
and  return  to  see  what  can  be  done  off  Lisbon.  Landing  at 
St.  Ubes  is  thought  not  a  good  military  operation,  for  we  woxdd 
then  be  obliged  to  depend  entirely  on  desertion,  and  if  that  did 
not  meet  our  expectations,  we  might  be  hemmed  in ;  in  the 
Algarves  we  will  have  everything  before  us,  with  abundance  of 
supplies,  &c.  Had  our  force  been  larger  and  able  to  penetrate 
into  the  country  from  St.  Ubes  lines,  I  should  have  preferred 
that,  but  I  am  bound  to  attend  to  the  opinion  of  the  Dukes  of 
Terceira  and  Palmella. 

"  You  could  do  me  a  service  if  you  have  a  cruiser  between 
Lisbon  and  Oporto,  who  would  tell  the  brig  *  Villa  Flor, '  to  coast 
along  the  south  side  of  Portugal  till  he  finds  me,  for  where  the 
devil  he  is  gone  to  I  cannot  tell,  and  I  want  all  my  force. 

"I  expect  the  *  Eugenie  '  schooner  and  *  Constitution'  from 
England,  with  men,  which  will  set  me  up,  then  I  shall  fear  no- 
thing.    At  present  there  is  fearful  odds  against  us." 


**  To  Vice-Admiral  D.  Carlos  de  Ponza  (Charles  Napier). 

"  23rd  June,  1833. 
**  Very  many  thanks  for  your  confideutial  communications 
by  the  *  Leveret.'  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  believing  that  for 
once  your  actual  destination  is  a  secret  here :  you  may  depend 
that  not  a  hint  of  the  fact  shall  escape  my  lips  or  pen.  I  heartily 
wish  you  success,  and  only  regret  that  you  have  not  a  larger 
force. 

"  I  have  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  zeal,  integrity,  and  dis- 
cretion  of  the  bearer.     You  may  confer  with  him  freely.     He 
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will  not  mislead  you ;  but  he  must  be  guarded  in  his  proceed- 
ings, which  I  am  sure  jou  will  quite  understand. 

^'  Your  friends  here  are  hoisting  in  boats,  and  making  other 
demonstrations  for  a  move,  but  as  regards  men  and  organization 
they  are  in  wretched  plight.  We  had  a  precious  specimen  of 
this  a  few  dajs  ago,  in  the  newly  equipped  craft,  of  which  you 
will  receive  a  fresh  account  by  my  messenger.** 


From  Lord  Williwm  Russell, 

**  25th  June,  1833. 

*'  The  man  whose  name  I  send  you  has  lately  escaped  from 
St.  Julian's,  where  he  has  been  five  years.*  Yilhaes  Jordao  says 
if  he  is  found  he  shall  be  immediately  shot.  Would  you  allow 
him  to  go  in  the  packet  ?  He  will  take  and  pay  his  passage  to 
England,  and  would  be  put  on  board  to-night. 

*'  I  send  you  some  orders  of  Admiral  Abonias  to  his  fleet.  In 
one  he  says  they  must  not  all  fall  sick,  in  the  other  he  says  the 
tobacco  contractor  will  give  them  pensions  if  they  are  wounded. 

"  I  cannot  hear  any  news." 


"  To  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  M.  Hardy. 
Extract. 

** '  Asia,*  Lisbon,  26th  June,  1833. 

"  The  attention  of  everybody  in  the  Tagus  has  been  for  four 
days  absorbed  by  the  expedition  from  Oporto,  of  which  we  have 
this  evening  received  intelligence  by  the  teleg^ph  that  it  was  off 
the  Algarves  last  night,  steering  for  Lagos  Bay,  where  by  this 
time  the  landing  has  probably  been  effected.  . 

**  The  Lisbon  Constitutionalists  express  disappointment  that  it 
is  gone  so  far  off,  and  did  not  come  here,  but  unless  Napier  had 
brought  sufficient  force  to  effect  his  object,  I  do  not  think  he 
would  have  found  much  assistance  till  the  game  was  fairly  won. 

*.  Jose  J.  Mora.  Velho  da  Costa,  Lieutenant- Colonel  of  the 
Militia  of  Algarve,  prisoner  in  the  tower  of  St.  Julian's  five  years 
for  having  been  concerned  in  the  revolution  of  Algarve.  In  re- 
moving the  prisoners  from  the  Castle  to  Cascaes,  he  effected  his 
escape. 
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"  I  presume  he  will  attempt  a  blaze  in  the  Tagas  when  his 
military  associates  are  all  deposited  on  shore. 

**  Strong  orders  are  issaed  to  send  the  Miguelite  squadron  to 
sea,  but  it  will  take  a  good  deal  of  persuading  before  it  starts. 
The  officers  are  all  absenting  themselves  with  sick  leave,  and 
without  leave  at  all,  and  they  are  altogether  miserably  manned. 
Between  ourselves,  it  is  currently  reported  here  that  Captain 
Elliott,  late  of  the  '  Lively,'  is  coming  out  to  assume  the  com- 
mand, accompanied  by  about  300  English  seamen.  I  cannot, 
however,  credit  it. 

'*  I  hear  that  the  20th,  the  day  appointed  for  taking  the  oaths 
of  succession  at  Madrid,  passed  off  with  great  rejoicings  and  no 
disturbance." 


**  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  25th  June,  1833. 

"  My  official  letter  has  fully  stated  all  that  we  know  of  the 
expedition  from  Oporto,  which  I  conclude  has  by  this  time  landed 
in  Lagos  Bay. 

"  It  has,  as  you  may  suppose,  caused  much  excitement  here, 
and  the  secret  of  the  actual  destination  has  been  better  preserved 
than  usual ;  the  Government  have  unquestionably  been  in  a  state 
of  incertitude.  Considerable  bodies  of  soldiers  were  on  the  22nd 
kept  all  night  under  arms  at  the  principal  landing-places  at 
Lisbon.  The  troops  have  since  been  assembled  and  inspected 
near  the  city,  to  the  amount  of  6,000  (exclusive  of  the  police 
and  those  in  the  fortresses),  the  whole  fully  equipped  for  field 
service ;  and  all  the  public  carriages  and  horses  are  kept  under 
requisition.  There  has  not,  however,  been  the  slightest  symp- 
toms of  commotion,  nor  can  I  learn  that  any  measures  were 
adopted  by  the  Constitutionalists  for  aiding  their  friends  prac- 
tically, although  they  express  much  disappointment  that  the 
expedition  did  not  enter  the  river,  and  disembark  as  they 
expected  on  the  night  of  the  22nd,  when  they  assert  possession 
might  have  been  had  of  Lisbon  with  little  or  no  resistance. 

'*  Dom  Miguel's  squadron  is  ready  in  appearance,  but 
wretchedly  manned,  and  much  defection  amongst  the  officers, 
several  of  whom  have  quitted  without  leave,  and  cannot  easily 
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be  replaced.  I  donbt  whether  they  have  sufficient  confidence  in 
it  to  send  it  to  sea.  The  *  Bainha/  74,  which  went  down  the 
river  from  the  arsenal  abont  a  week  ago,  certainly  exhibited  an 
absurd  state  of  confusion. 

"  We  have  reason  to  believe  the  Portuguese  Government 
have  been  endeavouring  to  prevail  on  a  Captain  of  distinguished 
service  in  our  Navy  to  take  command  of  their  squadron.  Senor 
Pereira,  an  agent  of  Dom  Miguel's,  who  arrived  in  the  *  Pike,' 
declared  while  on  board  that  vessel  that  he  not  only  calculated 
on  the  services  of  the*  officer  alluded  to,  but  of  no  less  than  300 
English  seamen  to  accompany  him,  admitting,  however,  that  he 
had  not  been  equally  successful  in  his  attempt  to  purchase  two 
steam- vessels  suited  to  their  purpose.  Their  squadron  is  un- 
doubtedly of  sufficient  magnitade  to  overwhelm  that  of  their 
opponents,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  not  procure  officers 
and  men  to  give  it  effect. 

'^  I  conclude  Admiral  de  Ponza  will  appear  off  the  Tagus 
when  he  has  disembarked  the  land  forces,  and  probably  make 
some  attempt  to  destroy  his  enemy  at  their  anchorage  by  night, 
if  they  do  not  leave  the  port. 

"  I  shall,  of  coarse,  be  prepared  to  move  our  squadron  out  of 
the  way  if  an  attack  is  made,  but  I  have  not  thought  it  necessary 
as  yet  to  take  another  position,  nor  is  the  anchorage  named  by 
the  Portuguese  Government  convenient  for  the  protection  of  the 
English  residents. 

"  No  answer  has  yet  been  given  by  Viscount  Santarem 
relative  to  the  exchange  of  our  ships  in  the  Douro ;  the  *  Nau- 
tilns '  and  *  Echo '  therefore  remain  until  I  am  further  instructed 
on  this  point. 

"  We  learn  by  letters  from  Madrid  that  6,000  Spanish  troops 
have  been  ordered  to  the  frontiers  of  Portugal,  which,  with  those 
already  between  Badajos  and  Ciudad  Bodrigo,  will  amount  to 
12,000 ;  but  they  had  not  commenced  their  march  on  the  18th. 
I  know  not  how  far- this  movement  is  combined  with  the  arrival 
of  the  second  line-of-battle  ship  at  Vigo.  You  will  perhaps 
recollect  that  her  equipment  was  announced  in  March  last  to 
Sir  P.  Senhouse,  as  an  intended  reinforcement  against  Sartorius, 
and  reported  officially  about  that  time.  I  hope  to  be  informed 
of  the  condition  of  both  the  Spanish  ships  by  Captain  Eden,  as  I 
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have  desired  him  to  proceed  to  Vigo  for  the  piirpose  of  com- 
pleting the  water  of  the  *  Conway.'  " 


From,  Lord  William  Russell. 

"  28th  June,  1833. 
"  The  towns  of  Thomar,  Torres  Novas,  Golegao,  Chamnsca, 
and  others,  have  declared  for  Donha  Maria,  and  sent  some  armed 
men  to  the  south.  The  people,  even  the  Bojalists,  are  joining 
Dom  Pedro's  troops.  Palmella  is  at  Faro;  the  Governor  of 
Elvas  (Pinto)  says  he  cannot  move  without  they  send  him  6,000 
men.  This  shows  a  good  spirit  and  looks  well.  I  am  in  hopes 
that  the  Portuguese  intend  at  last  to  redeem  their  character." 


Front  Vice- Admiral  Carlos  de  Ponza  (^Charles  Nnpier). 

"  *  Rainha,'  Lagos,  30th  June,  1838. 

''  Lapidge  will  tell  you  all  we  have  done  on  this  coast.  I  am 
now  completing  water  and  organizing  men  here,  which  I  find 
difficult,  hut  the  Duke  of  Palmella  will  take  that  in  hand. 
They  are  going  on  well  to  the  eastward,  and  Faro  is  well 
furnished  with  ordnance  stores,  which  they  forgot  to  destroy ; 
here  they  have  been  very  destructive. 

"  Villa  Flor  marched  on  Louie  the  day  before  yesterday,  a 
great  many  of  the  Miguelites  have  retired  to  their  homes,  and 
some  have  come  to  us,  but  not  so  many  as  might  be  expected  ; 
here  they  are  very  loyal,  and  all  the  principal  people  have 
signed  a  declaration  in  favour  of  the  Queen,  but  they  are  slow 
in  acting. 

"  I  have  information  from  the  interior  that,  at  Montechique, 
they  have  seized  the  military  chest  gf  the  Miguelites,  and  I 
dispatched  twenty  men  and  four  cavalry  this  evening,  to  en- 
deavour to  get  hold  of  it ;  but  they  want  energy. 

"  I  shall  be  off  Lisbon  shortly  aft«r  you  receive  this,  with 
four  steamers,  and,  if  I  get  encouragement  from  the  people  that 
I  can  depend  upon,  and  the  steamers  will  do  it,  I  really  think 
I  shall  lash  them  alongside,  and  go  into  the  Tagus  at  night. 
I  wish  you  would  give  me  your  opinion  of  what  I  might  expect 
from  such  an  attempt. 


1833]  THE   LIFE   OF   SIR   W.    PARKER.  233 

"  I  have  written  to  Oporto  to  ask  either  for  one  or  two 
thousand  men  to  land  near  St.  Ubes,  which  wonld  answer  the 
double  purpose  of  encouraging  desertion,  and  prevent iug  them 
from  detaching  men  against  Villa  Flor,  who,  if  he  marches 
rapidly,  ought  to  be  in  Beja  in  four  or  five  days. 

'*  I  have  sent  a  flotilla  of  three  gun-boats  that  I  have  taken 
up  the  Guadiana;  the  appearance  of  the  flag  there  may  en- 
courage Spain  to  give  assistance  in  a  quiet  way,  and  raise  the 
country  along  the  banks  of  the  river. 

'*  I  think,  by  this  time,  there  is  not  a  Miguelite  soldier  in  the 
Algarves.  I  hear  the  squadron  have  been  down  as  far  as  Cas- 
caes,  and  gone  back,  for  what  purpose  I  cannot  guess ;  if  they 
put  to  sea,  I  must  see  what  I  can  do  with  them.  I  do  not 
apprehend  they  will  stand  much  drubbing. 

"If  our  Government  will  now  step  forward,  all  will  go  well, 
and  I  really  think  they  will. 

"Any  news  you  can  send  me  will  be  most  acceptable,  as  well 
as  English  newspapers.*' 


From  Dom  Carlos  de  Ponza  to  the  Duke  of  Palmella. 

"  *  Rainha,'  Lagos  Bay,  30th  June,  1833. 
"  My  dear  Duke, 

"  I  HAVE  much  pleasure  in  acquainting  you  that  we  arrived 
this  morning  in  Lagos  Bay.     The  Miguelites  retired  the  day 
before  yesterday  to  St.  Bartholomew  de  Messines,  about  seven 
hundred  men  and  three  field  pieces,  as  follows : — 
"  130  artillery. 

"  530  militia  of  Sagre  and  Beja. 
60  ordenanza  (Ca9adores). 
30  cavalry. 

"  Fifteen  of  the  Lagos  militia  have  come  in  to-day,  and  the 
opinion  is  that  many  more  will  be  in  in  the  morning.  Half  of 
the  Lagos  militia  are  supposed  to  be  in  favour  of  the  Queen,  the 
other  half  are  Miguelites.  The  Beja  militia  are  in  general  in 
favour  of  Dom  Miguel  (the  artillery  are  decidedly  in  favour 
of  Dom  Miguel).  The  ordenanza  are  for  the  Queen,  as  also  the 
cavalry. 

**  When  the  squadron  passed  there  was  here  and  at  Sagres 
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about  800  men,    nnder    the    command    of    Bosadi,  a  strong 

MigneHte.      He  has  retired  to  join  the  Visconnt  M *,  at 

St.  Bai-tholomew  de  Messines,  about  sev^en  leagues  from  this 

place,  on  the  road  to  S .*     At  Sagres,  there  are  only  a 

few  men,  and  their  artillery  is  not  spiked.     Here  the  guns  are 
spiked,  and  the  powder  destroyed. 

"  This  is  a  fine  bay,  and  the  town  walled  round,  but  it  is 
more  commanded  than  Faro,  and  would  require  more  extensive 
lines  to  defend  it.  I  think  you  ought  to  send  some  person 
as  Oovernor.  I  shall  land  about  110  stand  of  arms  and  some 
powder." 


Appendix. 


"  A  i*etum  of  cholera  cases  at  Seixal  and  Lisbon,  from  the 
29th  of  March  to  the  20th  of  April,  1833  :— 

Seixal.       Lisbon  Hospital.         Prison.  Other  parts. 

Cases.  Deaths.    Cases.  Deaths.    Cases.  Deaths.    Cases.  Deaths. 
86        42  28        15  5  3  8  3 

Total. 
Cases.  Deaths. 

127  63 

"  Joseph  Dallawat,  Surgeon." 


•  Not  legible. 


235 


CHAPTER  V. 

Lisbon,  July  Ist  to  December  318t,  1833. 

Rear-Admibal  commanding  Heb  Majesty's  Ships 
IN  Portugal,  Madeira,  and  the  Azores. 

"  Bnt  tliis  will  not  endure,  nor  be  endured ; 
Mankind  have  felt  their  strength  and  made  it  felt." 

— "  Childe  Harold's  Pilgrimage."     Canto  III. 

Notwithstanding  the  remonstrances  of  his  Admirals 
Dom  Miguel  insisted  on  his  squadron  putting  to  sea 
and  meeting  Napier.  This  squadron,  more  formid- 
able  in  appearance  than  Donha  Maria's,  from  having 
two  line-of-battle  ships,  was  in  reality  inferior.  This 
inferiority  had  been  proved  on  every  occasion  of 
meeting  Vice-Admiral  Sartorius,  and  Napier  had 
more  steamers,  more  money,  more  stores,  and  more 
English  officers  and  men  than  his  predecessor. 

It  was  with  great  difficulty  that  Dom  Miguel's 
officers  could  be  made  to  leave  the  Tagus.  They 
were  conscious  of  their  real  inferiority ;  they  knew 
that  England  would  not  recognise  Dom  Miguel,  but 
would  recognise  Donha  Maria  as  Sovereign  of  Por- 
tugal ;  that  the  south  of  Portugal  had  declared  in 
her  favour ;    and   that   Miguel's   cause  was   almost 
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hopeless.  Moreover,  the  naval  officers  and  all  the 
employes  of  the  dockyard  were  favourably  disposed 
towards  the  Constitution. 

Napier  was  kept  accurately  informed  of  these 
feelings,  and  of  everything  that  took  place  at  the 
dockyard  ;  and  the  great  strength  of  Donha  Maria's 
party  in  the  ships  was  subsequently  proved  by  all 
the  ships*  companies  changing  sides  directly  after  the 
action,  and  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  her. 

Under  such  circumstances  Admiral  Napier  was 
far  too  shrewd  to  be  daunted  by  the  addition  of  the 
"crooked  and  rotten"  "B;ainha"  to  the  number  of 
Sartorius's  former  antagonists,  and  resolved  to  board 
her  with  his  frigate. 

Either  from  want  of  seamanship,  or  from  trea- 
chery, this  was  accomplished  without  any  serious 
opposition ;  and,  though  the  "  Rainha's "  ship's 
company  made  a  courageous  stand  on  her  upper 
deck,  Napier  s  bold  attack  was  completely  successful, 
and  the  other  line-of-battle  ship,  the  **  Dom  Joao  " 
surrendered  without  offering  any  resistance. 

From  Lord  William  Russell, 

"  2nd  July,  1833. 

"  Have  yon  any  sea  or  river  news  to  give  me  to  send  home  ? 

**  I  can  hear  nothing  but  vague  reports.  I  am  very  nervous 
about  the  squadron,  and  shall  not  be  at  ease  till  I  hear  they 
have  hoisted  the  white  and  blue.  If  Napier  is  beat  it  will  not 
be  possible  for  an  Englishman  to  live  in  Lisbon.  I  saw  that 
little  villain  yesterday,  and  he  had  an  air  of  satisfaction  about 
him  that  displeased  me.  The  flame  appears  to  spread  in  the 
Provinces,  as  I  thought  it  would." 
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"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagua,  Brd  July,  1833. 

**  I  have  this  instant  received  yonr  very  kind  letter  by  the 
*  Talavera.' 

'*  In  consequence  of  the  intimation  I  had  previously  received, 
I  have  withheld  any  correspondence  with  Viscount  Santarem 
on  the  subject  of  the  wines  and  exchange  of  vessels  in  the 
Douro,  since  my  letters  of  the  31st  May,  which  are  already  before 
the  Admiralty. 

**  I  saw  his  Excellency  about  a  fortnight  ago,  when  he  in- 
formed me  he  had  not  received  answers  to  my  requisitions  be- 
yond the  mere  acknowledgment  of  the  letters  which  he  had 
forwarded  to  Braga.  He  attributed  the  delay  to  the  absence  of 
Dbm  Miguel  at  Coimbra,  and  the  general  embarrassment  conse- 
quent, on  the  departure  of  the  expedition  from  Oporto.  As  yet 
there  has  not  apparently  been  any  disposition  to  comply,  but 
whether  the  arrival  of  another  line- of -battle  ship  may  produce 
concession  remains  to  be  seen. 

"  The  Government  are  undoubtedly  very  uneasy  at;  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  south,  and  our  interest  has  been  kept  alive  since 
I  last  wrote  by  the  daily  telegraphic  messages  from  different 
directions,  reporting  the  general  effects  caused  by  the  expedition 
from  Oporto,  which  I  am  happy  to  say  appear  favourable  to  the 
young  Queen.  We  are  masters  of  many  of  the  secret  keys,  and 
feel  confidence,  therefore,  in  the  greater  part  of  these  com- 
munications. 

"  We  learn  that  a  landing  was  made  on  the  25th,  at  Cacellas, 
near  the  entrance  of  the  Guadiana,  and  Donha  Maria's  forces 
have  not  only  possessed  themselves  (I  believe  without  resist- 
ance) of  the  Algarve,  but  many  places  in  the  Alemtejo  have 
declared  for  her — ^this  feeling  appears  rapidly  spreading — con- 
tinual interruptions  are  given  to  the  telegraph  stations  in  the 
south,  and  higher  up  the  Tagus  a  considerable  insurrectionary 
spirit  has  been  manifested.  The  towns  of  Thomar,  Golegao, 
Torres  Novas,  Santarem,  Basquina,  and  Chamusca  have  all  been 
committed  more  or  less  by  opposition  to  the  present  authorities, 
and  some  hundreds  of  men  have  crossed  the  river  in  that 
direction  to  join  their  friends  in  the  south ;  nor  can  I  hear  that 
any  advance  in  force  by  lanfl  has  been  made  against  the  invaders, 
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though  I  understand  the   Miguelites  are   collecting   bj  small 
parties  in  the  Alemtejo. 

'*  Their  squadron  has,  however,  been  pushed  to  sea ;  it  dropped 
down  the  river  on  the  30th,  and  on  the  following  morning  the 
whole  proceeded  to  the  southward,  consisting  of  two  74*6,  a  48- 
gun  frigate,  a  two-decked  store  ship  of  48  guns,  three  corvettes, 
and  two  large  brigs,  ill-manned ;  but  thej  managed  their  ships 
better  than  I  expected. 

''  Admiral  de  Ponza  was  supposed  to  be  at  that  time  in 
Lagos  Bay,  and  I  suspect  that  a  small  vessel  in  Dom  Pedro's 
employ,  which  had  for  some  days  been  hovering  ofE  the  Tagus, 
saw  the  ships  come  out,  and  would  give  timely  notice  of  their 
approach.  We  have  had  the  winds  strong  liere  since  they  sailed, 
which  I  fear  will  prevent  the  steam  vessels  being  brought  into 
play ;  and  the  Constitutional  squadron  has  suffered  a  serious 
loss  in  the  wreck  of  their  best  schooner,  the  *  Eugenie,'  off 
Peniche,  having  80  English  seamen  on  board,  intended  as  a  rein- 
forcement for  frigates — ^the  whole  of  these  men  and  their  officers 
have,  unfortanately  been  made  prisoners,  and  are  now  confined 
in  the  castle  at  Lisbon. 

*'  The  disparity  of  Admiral  de  Ponza's  force  is  fearful,  but  I 
am  satisfied  he  will  achieve  everything  that  is  practicable  ;  and 
I  shall  await  the  return  of  the  '  Leveret '  with  anxiety,  to  know 
the  result  of  the  expected  rencontre,  on  which  so  much  de- 
pends. 

"  It  is  impossible  to  form  a  correct  opinion  of  the  disposition 
of  the  troops  at  Lisbon ;  as  yet  they  appear  steady,  and  will 
probably  continue  so  until  they  see  the  game  in  the  hands  of 
their  present  opponents ;  but  all  remains  quiet  at  Lisbon,  and  I 
understand  the  police  have  been  instructed  to  treat  the  inhabi- 
tants with  moderation  in  the  event  of  a  commotion — ^a  wise 
measure  too  long  neglected  for  their  own  interests. 

"  Every  movement  of  our  squadron  is  viewed  with  suspicion 
and  jealousy ;  the  fact  of  the  transport  having  been  placed  on 
the  south  side  of  the  river  as  a  more  healthy  situation  is  con- 
structed into  a  preparation  for  an  attack  on  Almada,  and  a 
thousand  idle  stories  are  circulated.  Amongst  others  it  was 
asserted,  and  actually  believed  by  the  Government,  that  the 
Duke  of  Palmella  was  secretly  brought  into  the  Tagus  in  the 
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'  Viper,'  and  dined  on  board  the  *  Asia/  I  flatter  myself,  how- 
ever, that  we  shall  have  no  difficulty  in  refuting  any  charges 
hitherto  brought  against  the  squadron;  and  from  the  hint  in 
your  letter  received  to-day,  I  shall  be  doubly  anxious  not  to 
expose  ourselves  to  censure. 

"  We  are  at  this  moment  without  a  French  ship-of-war  in 
the  river ;  the  frigate  sailed  to-day  for  Toulon ;  and  the  corvette 
which  brought  these  orders  is  cruising  outside. 

*'  I  hope  my  next  accounts  will  be  more  decisive  of  Douha 
Maria's  success ;  and  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c." 


From  Sir  James  Oraham, 
"  Private. 

"  Admiralty,  6th  July,  1833. 

"  We  have  sent  the  *  Belvidera  *  off  Oporto  for  the  purpose  of 
reinforcing  you  at  this  moment,  which  is  evidently  the  crisis  in 
the  affairs  of  Portugal.  Informed  only  of  the  fact  of  the  land- 
ing in  Lagos  Bay,  and  thinking  it  probable,  that  on  the  one 
hand  Oporto  may  be  assaulted  by  Dom  Miguel,  and  the  Tagus 
menaced,  if  not  attacked,  by  Captain  Napier  on  the  other,  I 
apprehend  that  your  attention  may  be  distracted  by  the  double 
duty  of  protecting  British  interests  in  the  two  rivers  at  the  same 
moment,  and  I  am  therefore  particularly  anxious  to  keep  you 
strong.  If  you  wish  to  detain  '  Conway '  after  the  arrival  of 
'  Belvidera,'  you  are  at  liberty  to  do  so,  while  the  urgency  of  the 
service  appears  to  you  to  require  her  presence  ;  and  we  leave  it 
to  your  discretion  either  to  remain  in  the  Tagus,  or  to  proceed 
off  Oporto,  wishing  you  always  in  person  to  control  and  direct 
the  proceedings  which  in  this  emergency  you  may  consider 
most  difficult. 

"  It  is  possible  that  this  letter  may  find  you  off  the  mouth  of 
the  Douro;  but  in  case  of  your  absence,  we  have  given  to  Colonel 
Sorell  the  power  of  calling  on  the  senior  naval  officer  in  command 
outside  the  bar  to  send  an  additional  force  within  the  Douro,  if 
he  has  reason  to  apprehend  an  immediate  assault.  Notice  of 
the  intention  to  enter  should  be  given  to  Dom  Miguel's  general, 
and  warning  that  any  fire  directed  against  His  Majesty's  ship 
so  entering  will  be  regarded  by  you  as  an  act  of  open  hostility : 
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bat  at  the  same  time  Colonel  Sorell  is  charged  by  no  means  to 
call  for  the  entrance  of  an  additional  force,  excepting  in  circum- 
stances  of  imminent  danger  to  British  life  and  property. 

"  The  '  Nimrod  *  probably,  and  *  Leveret '  are  the  ships  which 
might  cross  the  bar,  and  reinforce  Captain  Glascock  if  Colonel 
Sorell  shonld  act  on  the  authority  given  to  him,  and  make  the 
i*eqnisition  to  the  officer  outside. 

"  The  *  Nautilus '  had  better  remain  for  the  present,  and  you 
have  acted  wisely  in  detaining  her. 

"  If  you  have  not  concluded  an  arrangement  with  Viscount 
Santarem  respecting  the  wine,  it  will  not  be  wise  to  relax  in  the 
urgency  of  your  demand,  which  is  both  just  and  reasonable.  If 
England  were  at  war  with  Portugal,  the  British  merchants 
would  have  a  right  by  treaty  to  withdraw  their  property  un- 
molested ;  and  is  it  to  be  endured  that  they  shall  be  worse  off 
in  peace  than  they  could  be  in  war  without  the  violation  of  the 
most  solemn  engagement?  Moreover,  the  principle  has  been 
conceded  by  Santarem :  he  refuses  the  means  of  execution,  and 
delay  in  this  case  is  equal  to  denial :  but  before  you  have 
recourse  to  force,  it  would  be  prudent  to  refer  the  ultimatum 
home  for  final  instructions. 

"  The  presence  of  our  ships  within  the  Douro  stands  on 
different  ground ;  the  danger  to  which  our  countrymen  would  be 
exposed  if  Oporto  was  carried  by  assault,  requires  in  a  peculiar 
degree  our  protecting  care ;  and  for  their  safety  we  are  justified 
in  risking  an  open  rupture  with  Dom  Miguel,  if  he  refuses  to 
allow  us  to  take  the  necessary  means  of  providing  for  them  a 
safe  retreat  on  board  the  ships-of-war. 

"  The  advance  of  the  Spanish  army  to  the  frontiers  of  Por- 
tugal, and  the  assemblage  of  Spanish  refugees  within  its  limits, 
together  with  the  presence  of  Don  Carlos,  are  circumstances  of 
grave  suspicion :  and  you  will  remember  that  your  instructions, 
which  provide  for  the  case  of  Spanish  interference  in  the  con- 
test, still  remain  in  full  force;  but  before  you  act  on  them 
decisively,  if  from  the  urgency  of  the  case  you  cannot  refer  the 
matter  home  through  Lord  William  Russell  at  Lisbon,  and 
through  Mr.  Addington  at  Madrid,  remonstrance  must  have 
been  tried  in  vain,  and  the  Spanish  interference  must  have  been 
flagrant  and  undeniable. 
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"  If  the  straggle  sbotild  be  protracted,  and  if  you  want  addi- 
tional force,  hasten  to  inform  me,  and  the  *  Caledonia '  shall  be 
sent  to  yon. 

'^  I  need  not  repeat  the  assurance  of  our  unabated  confidence 
in  your  sound  judgment  and  prompt  decision,  and  I  remain  with 
sincere  regard,  Sdc. 

^*  I  think  for  the  present  Captain  Glascock  may  be  continued 
in  command  of  '  Orestes ; '  and  being  now  a  Captain,  he  will 
-naturally  retain  the.  command  within  the  bar,    but  subject  to 
your  orders. 

'*Your  answer  as  to  the  anchorage  in  the  Tagas  is  most, 
proper :  you  must  take  up  a  position  out  of  the  line  of  fire  if 
possible,  but  not  so  distant  as  to  prevent  you  from  affording 
ready  assistance  and  protection  to  our  countrymen  in  case  of 
need." 


From  Sir  James  Graham, 
"  Private. 

"  Admiralty,  6th  July,  1833. 

'*  I  think  it  will  be  advisable  that  you  should  communicate 
confidentially  to  Viscount  Santarem  the  substance  of  the  instruc- 
tions g^ven  to  Colonel  Sorell,  and  to  the  senior  naval  officer  off 
the  Doro  with  respect  to  the  entrance  of  an  additional  force 
within  the  river  in  case  of  necessity. 

"  In  a  firm,  but  at  the  same  time  in  a  conciliating  tone,  you 
must  g^ve  him  to  understand  that  the  order  is  peremptory ;  that 
the  ship-of-war,  if  required,  must  enter,  and  that  a  shot  fired 
adversely  at  her  will  be  treated  by  you  as  an  hostile  act  of 
aggression ;  that  you  make  the  communication  in  the  hope  that 
he  will  send  such  orders  to  the  general  commanding  Miguel's 
force  before  Oporto  as  may  prevent  a  collision,  which  we 
earnestly  desire  to  avoid." 


"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  9th  July,  1833. 
'*  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  The  progress  of  the  expedition  to  the  south,  as  far  as  we 
have  ascertained,  is  so  amply  detailed  in  my  pnblic  letters  that  I 
have  little  to  add  privately.     I  believe  it  continues  to  work  well, 

VOL.  II.  R 
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thoagli  I  fear  there  has  not  been  a  saperabundance  of  enthu- 
siasm manifested  anywhere. 

"  I  wish,  however,  to  put  you  in  full  possession  of  my  senti- 
ments on  the  subject  of  the  satisfaction  demanded  for  the  shots 
fired  at  the  *  Leveret  *  and  *  Sparrow  *  on  the  3rd  and  7th 
instant. 

"  The  announcement  of  my  intention  to  detach  the  '  Done- 
gal,* 'Castor,'  and  brig  on  the  former  of  these  occasions  evi- 
dently caused  great  disquietude  to  Viscount  Santarem :  there 
was  no  public  apology,  or  punishment  of  the  ofiender,  that  he 
would  not  have  gladly  conceded  to  prevent  the  departure  of 
these  ships;  but  so  many  instances  of  similar  insolence  have 
been  complained  of  that  I  considered  it  a  proper  opportunity  to 
convince  them  that  such  conduct  would  be  corrected  by  our- 
selves, if  countenanced  by  the  Government,  and  accordingly  I 
adhered  to  my  original  purpose,  though  it  is  my  belief  that  the 
case  in  point  resulted  entirely  from  the  folly,  ignorance,  or  indi- 
vidual rancour  of  the  officer  commanding  the  frigate. 

"  I  felt  some  little  difficulty  in  framing  the  orders  for  Cap- 
tain Fanshawe's  guidance  in  the  improbable  refusal  of  a  suitable 
apology  by  the  Portuguese  Commodore  and  Captain  of  the 
*  Princeza  ReUl,'  being  impressed  with  the  idea  that  the  whole 
of  the  squadron  would  gladly  avail  themselves  of  any  excuse  for 
returning  to  the  Tagus,  and  escaping  a  service  which  is  anything 
but  palatable  to  them — in  short,  that  they  would  be  too  ready  to 
throw  their  squadron  on  our  hands,  and  afterwards  charge  us 
with  a  direct  breach  of  neutrality,  and  interposition  in  favour  of 
their  opponents.  To  avoid  such  an  embarrassment,  I  adopted 
the  line  signified  in  my  secret  order  to  Captain  Fanshawe,  cer- 
tainly intending  to  give,  under  the  contingency  to  which  it 
refers,  all  the  moral  disadvantage  of  a  close  watch  by  our  squad- 
ron, without  offering  actual  hostility,  while  in  the  vicinity  of 
their  enemy,  and  eventually  intending  to  obstruct  their  re- 
entrance  to  the  Tagus  until  the  required  redress  is  tendered. 

"  On  the  question  of  the  shots  fired  at  the  *  Sparrow,'  the 
Portuguese  Government  have  better  grounds  of  justification,  if 
they  allege  the  constant  adoption  of  oar  flag  by  Dom  Pedro's 
cruizers  when  out  of  our  sight — the  use  made  of  it  by  the 
'Eugenie,'  armed  schooner,  in  endeavouring  to  pass  for  one  of 
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our  squadron  when  she  was  lately  wrecked  off  Peniche — and  the 
fact  that  small  vessels  have  frequently  been  hovering  off  the 
Tagus  lately  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  deserters  and  refugees. 
It  is  natural  that  the  Grovernment  should  endeavour  to  preclude 
the  clandestine  communication  of  strangers  with  the  shore.  If, 
however,  proper  measures  are  not  taken  by  the  authorities  to 
prevent  the  batteries  firing  wantonly  and  mischievoasly,  I  have 
it  in  contemplation  to  keep  one  of  the  frigates  oatside,  with 
orders  to  retort  on  the  offending  party  on  any  palpable  instance 
of  aggression.  I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  think  in  many  cases 
these  outrages  arise  from  the  ignorance  of  the  subordinate 
officers  or  soldiers  who  are  lefb  in  charge  of  the  minor  batteries, 
but  the  Government  must  be  responsible. 

"We  understand  from  Mr.  Addington  that  two  Spanish 
regiments  have  been  sent  towards  the  entrance  of  the  Guadiana 
in  consequence  of  the  descent  of  Donha  Maria's  forces  in  the 
Algarve ;  but  it  has  not  caused  much  sensation  in  Madrid,  and 
the  reinforcements  some  time  since  ordered  to  the  Portuguese 
frontier  have  not  yet  marched. 

"The  cholera  has  been  considered  on  the  decline  the  last 
week  at  Lisbon ;  the  French  frigate  I  hear  buried  twenty-eight 
men  from  it  during  the  last  two  or  three  days  she  was  here,  and 
the  Spanish  £rigate  has  it  slightly.  We  have  had  one  more 
death,  but  the  loss  in  our  squadron  has  happily  been  very  trifling 
considering  our  numbers. 

"  The  *  Cuirassier,'  French  brig,  is  this  instant  arrived  in  the 
Tagus,  bringing  orders  for  the  detention  of  the  frigate  'Mel- 
pomene,' which  sailed  for  Toulon  on  the  3rd  instant." 


Frcmi  Vice^Admiiral  de  Ponza  {Charles  Napier), 

"  *  Rainha,'  Tagus,  July  7th,  1833. 
"  My  dbab  Admiral, 

"I  have  got  the  Miguelite  fleet  with  the  exception  of  two 
corvettes  and  two  brigs.  We  carried  the  *  Rainha  *  by  boarding. 
The  '  Donha  Maria '  carried  the  frigate,  and  Villa  Flor  knocked 
up  the  store-ship.  The  *  Pedro '  was  ready  to  board  a  little 
after  us,  but  I  sent  him  after  the  *  Dom  John,'  and  after  settling 
the  *  Rainha '  we  made  after  her  also,  shifted  our  sails,  &c. ; 
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and  on  getting  within  musket  shot  of  her  she  struck  without 
firing  a  gun.  Mr.  Oill  is  killed,  Captain  George  also,  my 
Captain  received  three  wounds,  mj  son  five,  and  indeed  all 
the  officers  but  two  were  killed  or  wounded.  I  got  off  with  a 
blow  from  a  crow  bar.  We  have  lost  about  thirty  killed  and 
wounded,  the  other  ships  in  the  same  proportion — our  opponents 
160,  but  I  have  not  got  the  returns.  They  allowed  us  to 
board,  but  fought  hard  on  the  quarter  deck;  they  opened  a 
tremendous  fire  upon  us  and  cut  our  sails  to  pieces,  but  fortunately 
we  got  up  without  being  disabled.  I  shall  write  more  particularly 
by  the  '  Leveret '  when  I  am  refitted.  I  shall  be  off  Lisbon  with 
a  large  force,  and  see  what  I  can  do  there. 

"  Believe  me,  my  dear  Admiral,  feithfully  yours, 

"  CARLOS  DE  PONZA.*' 


Froin  Vice-Admiral  de  Ponza  {Charles  Najpier), 

"  *  Dom  John,'  Lagos  Bay,  July  10th,  1833. 

"  Lapidge  will  give  you  all  the  particulars  of  the  action 
much  better  than  I  can  do  it ;  our  loss  has  been  25  killed  and  92 
wounded.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  77  killed  and  106  wounded ; 
the  affair  was  settled  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  very 
sharp  work  it  was.  The  '  Dom  John '  made  off  when  she  saw 
the  *  Rainha  *  carried.  We  shoved  off*  from  her  and  followed 
the  '  Pedro  *  who  went  after  her.  We  had  shifted  our  f oretopsail 
and  were  in  the  act  of  shifting  the  mainsail  when  he  Htruck. 
They  were  more  than  a  match  for  the  *  Pedro '  and  me,  for  he 
had  two  corvettes  with  him,  and  he  could  have  joined  another 
corvette  and  two  brigs  to  leeward,  but  they  got  a  devil  of  a 
fright. 

"  I  have  turned  over  my  ship's  company  and  the  *  Pedro's  ' 
to  the  *  Dom  John,*  where  I  have  hoisted  my  flag.  The  frigate 
I  have  given  to  Captain  Ruzter,  officered  and  manned  with 
Portuguese.  The  *  Pedro's '  are  Portuguese,  and  the  '  Rainha ' 
also.  I  suppose  they  will  stick  to  us,  and  if  they  do  not  I  shall 
have  to  lick  them  again.  The  Captain  of  the  store-ship  behaved 
well,  and  I  gave  him  the  *  Rainha.'     He  is  a  brave  fellow. 

**  We  shall  swear  them  all  to-morrow.  One  corvette  and  one 
brig  came  over  to  us  the  next  day.     I  have  sent  the  *  Donha 
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Maria'  to  blockade  Linbon.  I  shall  be  off  there  in  a  daj  or 
two.  I  have  a  small  squadron  in  the  Gnadiana  to  support  the 
right  of  the  army.  Villa  Flor  is  now  doing  what  he  ought  to 
have  done  long  ago,  that  is  advancing ;  he  has  no  energy,  and  if 
the  people  in  Lisbon  do  not  assist,  and  they  detach  a  strong  force 
they  will  probably  lick  him.  If  I  can  get  a  strong  wind  at 
night,  I  shall  certainly  run  up  the  Tagns,  that  will  prevent  them 
from  detaching  men  against  him  and  facilitate  his  march. 

"  I  have  written  to  the  Emperor  to  request  he  will  come  off* 
Lisbon  himself  with  2,000  troops,  which  I  should  land  near 
St.  Ubes,  and  they  should  take  possession  of  the  south  side  of 
the  Tagus  and  join  Villa  Flor.  If  they  have  detached  men  from 
Oporto,  he  probably  will  be  able  to  spare  men  to  do  this,  and  I 
hope  the  English  Gt)vemment  will  acknowledge  the  Queen  at 
once.  I  have  written  to  Admiral  Dundas  and  begged  him  to 
show  my  letter  to  Lord  Palmerston;  this  destruction  of  their 
fleet  will  furnish  him  with  a  good  excuse  to  do  it.  Lapidge 
sails  this  evening ;  I  hope  soon  to  follow  him,  and  perhaps  take 
you  by  the  hand  before  long.  I  wish  you  would  explain  to 
Captain  Fanshawe  that  I  could  not  return  the  salute  on  account 
of  the  wounded,  which  I  quite  forgot  when  Captain  Shepherd 
was  on  board,  but  the  next  time  I  meet  him  I  shall  not  fail  to 
do  it." 


"  To  Sir  Thomas  Hardy. 

"  July  16th,  1833. 

''  You  will  judge  by  the  communications  this  week  that  the 
events  by  sea  and  land  in  this  country  have  been  momentous. 
Napier's  enterprise  has  been  glorious,  and  will,  I  have  no  doubt, 
excite  as  much  admiration  in  England  as  it  has  done  here.  He 
is  now  on  his  way  for  the  Tagus,  and  leads  me  to  expect  he  will 
force  an  entrance  by  night  if  he  gets  a  fresh  and  favourable 
wind.  He  seems  disappointed  that  Villa  Flor  has  not  advanced, 
but  we  presume  he  is  now  on  his  march  towards  Beja. 

*'  The  occupation  of  Captain  Elliot,  or  whoever  may  have  been 
the  officer  intended  to  command  MiguePs  squadron,  is  fortunately 
at  an  end.  The  reports  on  this  head  have  been  very  contra- 
dictory.    I  begin  to  suspect  that  Captain  W.  Elliot  was  not  the 
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person.  He  is  a  brother-in-law  of  Lieutenant  Lapidge,  who 
informs  me  that  his  sentiments  have  not  only  been  uniformly 
opposed  to  Miguel,  but  that  he  was  quietly  living  at  Cawsand  on 
the  27th  ultimo,  and  had  no  intention  at  that  time  of  leaving 
home. 

"  Two  individuals  have  arrived,  one  calling  himself  Jones, 

thought  to  be  an  American,  the  other  a  Mr.  L ,  Master  R.N. 

Both,  however,  keep  themselves  concealed  as  much  as  possible. 

"  Sir  John  Campbell  and  Brigadier- Greneral  Geddes  are  re- 
turned to  Lisbon  disgusted  and  dispirited ;  and  I  understand 
Count  St.  Louren9o  and  Marquis  Tauer  have  also  quitted,  equally 
sore  at  the  arrival  of  Marshal  Bourmont  and  his  staff.  I  trust 
they  will  soon  work  up  an  intrigue  that  may  induce  the  army  to 
shake  oJf  H.M.  faithless  Majesty  Miguel,  and  effect  some 
arrangement  on  the  basis  desired. 

'*  The  cholera  has,  I  fear,  broken  out  severely  in  De  Ponza's 
squadron.  I  begin  to  get  uneasy  also  about  the  '  Donegal,'  which 
had  at  one  time  nearly  sixty  on  the  list  and  lost  eight,  but  I 
trust  she  is  now  doing  well 

"We  have  hitherto  been  very  fortunate  in  *  Asia,'  only  two 
have  actually  died  tmder  cholera,  the  other  two  we  lost  sur- 
vived the  first  attack,  but  sank  at  the  end  of  a  fortnight  when 
it  turned  to  typhus  fever." 


" '  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  16th  July,  1833. 
"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

*'I  was  favoured  with  your  letters  of  the  6th  instant  by  the 
*  Confiance,*  three  days  ago,  and  lost  no  time,  as  you  will  find  by 
my  public  report,  in  seeing  Viscount  Santarem  to  communicate 
the  substance  of  the  instructions  I  had  received  for  the  reinforce- 
ment within  the  Douro,  if  necessary. 

''  Lord  Wm.  Russell  accompanied  me,  and  we  had  some  di£&- 
culty  in  obtaining  an  interview,  as  his  Excellency  fought  very 
hard  to  avoid  it.  I  hope  our  visit  may  have  answered.  He 
appeared  to  be  quite  sensible  that  no  time  was  to  be  lost  in 
ordering  their  General  to  abstain  from  firing  on  our  ships,  and  I 
shall  be  glad  to  find  that  his  letter,  sent  with  this  view  to  Count 
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San  Loiiren9o  by  tlie  ^Confiance/  may  have  arrived  in  time;  bat 
as  I  have  since  fonnd  that  Colonel  Sorell  was  induced,  contraxy 
to  his  first  arrangement  with  Captain  Eden,  to  make  an  imme- 
diate requisition  for  the  entrance  of  the  '  Mmrod '  and  *  Savage,' 
I  suspect  the  latter  may  attempt  to  pass  the  bar  before  the  letter 
can  be  delivered  by  the  '  Confiance,'  and  I  anxiously  await  hor 
return. 

"  I  have  dispatched  the  '  Castor '  ofE  the  Douro,  and  with  the 
addition  of  the  '  Belvidera  *  and  *  Fair  Bosamond,'  and  the  con- 
tinuance for  a  short  time  of  the  '  Conway,*  I  trust  all  proper 
protection  will  be  afforded.  I  would  go  at  once  with  the  '  Asia,' 
but  as  I  could  not  reach  the  Douro  before  the  probable  return  of 
the  '  Confiance,'  and  Admiral  de  Ponza  leads  me  to  expect  that 
he  will  run  his  squadron  into  the  -Tagus,  I  do  not  like  to  leave 
Lisbon  without  strong  protection  at  such  a  moment,  but  should 
be  guided  by  circumstances. 

"  I  took  the  opportunity  when  I  saw  Santarem  to  remind  him 
of  the  question  about  the  wines,  observing  that  the  British 
Government  and  merchants  were  anything  but  pleased  at  the 
line  pursued  by  the  Portuguese,  and  by  no  means  disposed  to 
relax  in  their  just  demands — that  the  proposal  of  shipping  the 
wines  at  Aveiro  was  inadmissible  on  a  variety  of  accounts ;  and 
if  a  better  disposition  towards  British  interests  was  not  shortly 
manifested.  Great  Britain  would  be  under  the  necessity  of  apply- 
ing her  own  remedy  for  the  release  of  so  much  valuable  property 
now  incurring  heavy  loss  to  the  owners.  He  avoided  any  direct 
answer  to  these  remarks,  but  I  propose  in  a  day  or  two  to  address 
him  in  the  same  tone  in  writing,  with  the  hope  that  it  may  accele- 
rate, and  cannot  embarrass,  any  determination  His  Majesty's 
Government  may  come  to  on  this  subject. 

"  As  it  is  by  no  means  improbable  in  the  present  position  of 
affairs  that  we  may  be  brought  into  collision  with  the  Miguelites, 
I  am  desirous  of  knowing  whether  I  am  to  resent  the  hostile  act 
contemplated  by  my  instructions,  of  a  wilful  fire  on  any  of  oui* 
ships  entering  the  Bouro,  by  commencing  hostilities  here  forth- 
with, or  wait  for  definite  instructions  from  England.  Also 
whether  our  functionaries  at  Lisbon  and  Oporto,  as  well  as  our 
ships  within  the  Douro,  should  be  previously  withdrawn,  for  I 
believe  you  are  aware  that  the  latter  cannot,  from  the  command- 
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ing  localities,  either  annoy  an  enemy  with,  their  guns  or  defend 
themselves. 

"  In  the  event  also  of  onr  being  forced  into  hostility,  I  feel 
anzions  to  know  whether  I  am  to  make  any  declaration  in  favour 
of  Queen  Donha  Maria,  or  contend  on  British  grounds  only. 
My  instructions  are  quite  clear  on  this  point  in  the  contingency 
of  Spanish  interference. 

"The  march  of  the  Spanish  forces  towards  the  frontier, 
and  the  possibility  of  Marshal  Bourmont  raising  the  siege  of 
Oporto,  and  coming  this  way  with  an  army,  irritated  and  vindic- 
tive, suggests  the  idea  that  the  *  Caledonia  *  may,  as  a  precau- 
tionary measure,  be  a  prudent  reinforcement,  if  her  services  are 
not  wanted  elsewhere.  Our  force  is  already  strong,  and  I  trust 
sufficient  for  what  may  be  required  ;  but,  as  the  allusion  in  your 
letter  leads  me  to  suppose  she  may  be  disposable,  I  have  thought 
it  right  to  notice  thus  much  for  your  consideration." 


"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  16th  July,  1833. 

"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
Extract. 

'*  The  passing  events  in  this  quarter  have  been  highly  inte- 
resting since  I  wrote  by  the  '  Sparrow,'  on  the  10th  instant. 

"  On  the  afternoon  of  that  day  we  received,  by  the  return  of 
the  *  Donegal '  and  *  Castor,'  the  first  tidings  of  Admiral  de 
Ponza's  bold  and  admirably  executed  enterprise,  on  which  I  shall 
not  attempt  to  enlarge,  as  every  particular  has  doubtless  been 
long  since  in  your  possession. 

"  The  account  of  this  signal  defeat  has  not  produced  any 
ebullition  of  feeling  amongst  the  populace  at  Lisbon ;  ever}- thing 
has  remained  quiet,  though  it  has  infused  great  joy  and  sanguine 
hopes  amongst  the  respectable  part  of  the  Constitutionalists. 

"  The  Government  was  unquestionably  greatly  depressed  by 
it,  as  they  calculated  much  on  the  superiority  of  their  squadron. 

"  Lord  Wm.  Russell  and  myself  thought  it  afforded  likewise 
a  proper  opening  to  renew  the  offer  of  mediation,  and  accordingly 
called  on  ELis  Excellency  the  following  morning  to  express  our 
readiness  to  facilitate  any  overtures  the  Gk)vernment  might  be 
disposed  to  make  to  the  Duke  of  Palmella,  and  to  convey  their 
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agents  for  sacli  purposes  to  Algarve  in  one  of  onr  frigates.  Our 
proposal  was  well  received^  but  no  disposition  to  act  upon  it  has 
been  manifested. 

'*  The  good  tact  which  Admiral  de  Ponza  has  shown  since  his 
victoiy  corresponds  with  the  gallantry  and  ability  he  has  dis- 
played ever  since  he  assumed  the  command.  He  has  not  suffered 
the  Queen's  colours  to  be  hoisted  over  the  Portuguese  to  mark 
his  triumph ;  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  captured  ships  have 
not  been  considered  or  treated  as  prisoners ;  and  of  the  numerous 
volunteers  that  have  tendered  their  services  he  has  refused  to 
admit  any  who  have  not  come  forward  spontaneously  and  heartily 
in  the  cause  of  Douha  Maria ;  the  others  are  permitted  to  return 
unmolested  to  their  friends. 

*'  A  few  of  the  seamen  found  their  way  to  Lisbon  some  days 
ago,  and  were  immediately  arrested  and  consigned  to  the  duties 
of  galley  slaves,  and  the  Captains  of  the  two  corvettes,  which 
escaped  from  the  action,  and  returned  to  the  Tagus  on  the  14th 
instant,  have  been  thrown  into  prison. 

'*  The  English  seamen  in  Dom  Pedro's  squadron  are  all  turned 
over  to  the  captured  line-of- battle  ship  '  Dom  Joao  VI '  and  frigate 
*  Princeza  Real,'  which  are  now  manned  with  them  exclusively, 
and  the  Admiral  has  hoisted  his  flag  in  the  former.  The  remain- 
ing ships  of  his  original  squadron,  and  prizes  (with  the  exception 
of  the  *  Rainha,'  frigate,  and  *  Maya  Cordoza,'  store-ship,  which 
are  laid  up. in  Lagos  Bay)  have  been  re-manned  with  Portuguese, 
and  some  of  them  commanded  and  officered  entirely  by  the 
volunteers  from  Dom  Miguel's  late  squadron.  It  is  hoped  that 
these  proofs  of  confidence  and  moderation  will  have  a  very  good 
efiect  amongst  the  wavering  on  shore.  Great  apprehensions  are, 
however,  entertained  in  many  quarters  that  this  magnanimity 
will  not  meet  with  a  becoming  return,  and  treachery  ensue  on  the 
first  opportanity. 

"  My  information  on  these  points  is  drawn  from  Lieutenant 
Lapidge,  who  rejoined  me  on  the  14th  from  Lagos.  He  reports 
that  an  excellent  spirit  prevails  generally  in  Algarve,  but  some 
disappointment  on  the  part  of  the  Duke  of  Palmella  and  the 
Admiral  that  the  Duke  of  Terceira  had  not  advanced  (as  late  as 
the  4th  instant)  beyond  St.  Bartholomew.  He  was,  however, 
expected   to  march  with  his  forces  immediately  towards   Beja. 
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The  number  of  regular  troops  that  have  Joined  his  standard,  I 
fear,  is  small,  perhaps  not  exceeding  altogether  150 ;  of  militia, 
from  1,000  to  1,500  men. 

"  Many  places  in  the  Alemtejo  have,  doubtless,  declared  for 
Donba  Maria,  though  it  has  probably,  in  several  instances,  been 
occasioned  by  the  temporary  visits  of  the  Constitutional  Guerilla 
Parties,  rather  than  the  spontaneous  act  of  the  people.  On  the 
western  side,  the  telegraphs  have  reported  the  insurrectionary 
spirit  to  have  spread  as  far  as  Melides. 

**  Viscount  MoUelos,  the  Miguelite  General,  is  said  to  have 
retaken  Beja,  and  many  enormities  were  committed  by  his 
soldiers,  but  these  accounts  are  uncertain.  Lisbon  teems  with 
fabrications  at  all  times,  and  they  are  now  circulated  on  principle, 
to  favour  the  cause  on  either  side. 

"  The  Austrian  Baron  Heber,  Agent  for  the  Portuguese  Loan, 
is  also  returned  from  Braga.  He  arrived  in  the  steam-vessel 
*  George  IV,'  which  landed  Marshal  Bourmont  at  Villa  de 
Conde,  and  is  accompanied  by  two  passengers,  who  seem 
desirous  of  remaining  incognito.  One  is  supposed  to  be 
Mr.  Luckcraf  t,  a  Master  in  our  Navy ;  the  other,  the  person  who 
was  lately  here  under  the  fictitious  name  of  Jones,  to  inspect 
Dom  Miguel's  squadron,  but  whether  he  is  actually  an  American, 
as  some  assert,  or  a  Captain  on  half-pay  in  oar  Service,  is  not 
yet  ascertained,  and  it  is  now  of  little  consequence. 

"  I  have  just  learned  that  the  Spanish  reinforcements  of 
6,000  men  are  already  in  march  for  Benevente  and  Salamanca, 
where  General  Sarsfield  is  to  resume  the  command  of  the  army 
of  observation. 

**  A  frigate  is  now  cruising  outside  to  blockade  the  Tagus, 
and  two  steamers  have  passed  to  the  southward  to  day  to  tow 
up  the  Vice- Admiral,  so  that  he  may  soon  be  expected  off  the 
bar. 

"  P.S.  I  am  this  evening  informed  that  Brigadier- General 
Geddes,  an  intimate  friend  of  Sir  John  Campbell,  is  also  arrived 
in  Lisbon  from  the  army;  and  that  Count  San  Louren90,  the 
late  Commander-in-Chief,  and  the  Quartermaster- General,  have 
likewise  quitted  their  commands,  under  strong  feelings  of 
jealousy  and  dissatisfaction  at  the  arrival  of  the  French  Marshal, 
who  is  said  to  have  directed  great  changes  in  the  ofi5.cers  holding 
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staff  appointments,  and  commanding  regiments  in  the  besieging 
force.  If  true,  it  will  possibly  prove  the  prelude  to  formidable 
intrigues,  which  may  paralyse  their  operations,  and  I  trust 
hasten  some  arrangements  on  the  basis  desired  for  terminating 
the  civil  war.~W.  P." 


**  To  Vice- Admiral  Visconde  Cabo  San  Vicente  (Charles  Napier). 

"  Lisbon,  20th  July,  1833. 

''  The  expectation  of  seeing  yon  off  the  Tagus  has  prevented 
my  sending  out  the  *  Leveret '  so  soon  as  I  should  otherwise  have 
done,  but  although  my  congratulations  will  be  longer  in  reaching 
you  than  I  could  have  wished,  they  are  not,  believe  me,  the  less 
heartily  offered  on  your  late  most  brilliant  victory,  which  will 
justly  stand  on  the  proudest  page  of  Naval  History !  and  I  sin. 
cerely  hope  and  trust  not  only  prove  productive  of  all  the  benefit 
that  can  be  desired  to  the  cause  you  have  espoused,  but  as  ad- 
vantageous as  it  is  glorions  to  yourself  and  to  your  gallant  fol- 
lowers. * 

"  It  has  excited  an  universal  burst  of  admiration  amongst  your 
countrymen  in  the  Tagos,  which  will,  I  am  sure,  be  participated 
in  in  every  part  of  our  own  shores.  I  wish  the  progress  of  your 
expedition  generally  may  have  the  effect  of  a  decided  declaration 
on  the  part  of  our  Government  in  behalf  of  the  young  Queen. 
As  yet  our  political  course  remains  unchanged,  so  that  we  can 
do  little  more  than  give  you  our  cordial  good  wishes,  and  these 

you  have  unboundedly The  assumption  of  the 

chief  command  by  Bonrmont,  and  the  changes  that  have  been 
made  in  consequence,  have,  we  are  told,  caused  a  strong  sensation 
of  discontent ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  seeds  are  well  sown  for  a 
right  good  Portuguese  intrigue,  against  the  authority  of  him- 
self and  his  French  staff,  which  will  blow  a  favourable  breeze  in 
the  proper  direction. 

"  Sir  John  Campbell  is  returned,  I  believe,  not  a  little  dis- 
gusted at  the  general  proceedings  to  the  northward.  His 
friend.  General  Geddes,  has  also  left  the  army,  but  I  believe  he 
had  a  hint  to  retire  in  consequence  of  an  attack  of  ophthalmia  or 
some  film  over  his  eyes,  which  prevented  his  discovering  and  in- 
tercepting some  cattle  which  contrived  to  walk  peaceably  into 
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Oporto  when  ho  was  stationed  with  his  cavalry  to  prevent  such 

supplies  ! 

*<■••••••• 

"  T  send  by  Lapidge  a  hamper  of  porter,  which  may,  perhaps, 
be  acceptable,  as  I  presume  it  will  scarcely  be  procured  in  your 
southern  district,  and  I  shall  be  happy  if  I  can  in  any  way  supply 
your  private  wants. 

*'  Have  the  goodness  to  interdict,  as  far  as  you  can,  any  ob- 
servations on  the  visits  of  the  *  Leveret,'  &c.  Publications  of 
this  kind  do  incalculable  mischief  by  causing  restricting  orders 
from  home,  which,  with  common  prudence,  might  be  avoided. 

'*  Have  the  goodness  to  offer  my  be^t  respects  and  good  wishes 
to  the  Duke  of  Palmella." 


From  Vice-Admiral  Visconde  Cabo  San  Vicente  (OJuirles  Napier), 

"  *  Dom  John,'  off  Lisbon,  July  20th,  1833. 

"  Many  thanks  for  your  kind  congratulatory  letter.  I  hope 
and  trust  the  English  Government  will  now  do  something  for 
Portugal,  for  without  that  I  fear  the  Miguelite  army  is  too 
strong.  I  have  not  heard  how  ViQa  Flor  gets  on,  but  he  has  no 
energy.  He  had  no  business  moving  to  his  left  at  all ;  he  ought 
to  have  pushed  direct  for  Beja;  the  Guadiana  was  open,  and 
that  was  the  reason  we  landed  when  we  did ;  but,  instead  of  that, 
he  received  600  or  600  men  in  Tavira  and  Faro,  who  never 
would  have  stayed  in  the  province  had  he  advanced  boldly,  and 
even  when  I  returned  to  Lagos,  after  the  action,  he  came  down 
to  see  me  instead  of  marching  forward.  All  that  won't  do  in 
these  times.  Had  my  friend.  Colonel  Evans,  commanded  that 
division,  he  would  have  been  at  Lisbon  by  this  time. 

"  What  operation  I  shall  undertake  I  hardly  know  myself  yet ; 
the  fellows  here  might  play  me  a  trick  if  I  went  into  Lisbon, 
which  I  believe  could  only  be  done  at  night ;  and  then,  if  the 
people  did  not  rise,  I  should  be  in  a  mess. 

*'  I  shall  try  to  get  in  Cascaes  Bay,  but  our  men  are  so  bad, 
so  lazy,  that  there  is  no  doing  anything ;  if  we  get  the  watch,  or 
hands,  up  in  half  an  hour,  it  is  all  we  can  do,  and  even  punish- 
ment seems  to  have  no  effect.  After  leaving  Lagos  the  cholera 
broke  out  in  the  *  Dom  Pedro's '  men,  who  were  hard  goers,  and 
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carried  off  nine  in  one  night.     We  have  lost  thirty  in  all ;  it  is 
now  gone,  and  the  sick  are  recovering. 

"  I  think  it  probable  Bourmont's  conduct  will  rouse  our 
Government,  and  it  will  probably  disgust  the  Portuguese 
officers ;  it  certainlj  will  not  please  those  who  are  turned  out. 
I  think  all  vessels  who  have  actually  paid  the  duties  should  be 
allowed  to  sail.  I  shall  write  to  you  on  the  subject  after  having 
had  some  conversation  with  the  Duke. 

"  We  have  this  moment  heard  from  the  Duke  of  Terceira. 
He  was  on  the  17th  at  Messejana,  marching  on  the  south  of  the 
Tagus ;  I  shall  be  ready  to  support  him  when  he  appears. 

"  CABO  SAN  VICENTE.*' 


From  Lord  William  Bussell. 

"  July  22nd,  1833. 

"  I  return  you  the  Earl  of  Cape  St.  Vincent's  letter  with 
many  thanks.  The  telegraph  at  Palmella  has  ceased  to  work,  a 
proof  that  the  rebels  have  got  hold  of  it. 

''  I  was  going  to  propose  to  you  to  delay  the  packet,  thinking 
that  to-morrow  might  be  prolific  in  events  worth  sending  home, 
but,  on  second  thought,  you  have  got  the  '  Confiance,'  and  I  have 
written  to  Lord  Palmerston  begging  for  instructions  in  case 
Lisbon  declares  for  Donha  Maria  to  which  I  am  most  anxious  to 
get  an  answer  as '  soon  as  possible.  So  pray  send  her  away  at 
daylight." 

'*  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  'Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  July  22nd,  1833. 

"  I  wrote  to  you  very  fully  five  days  ago  by  the  *  Royalist,' 
but  it  is  probable  the  'African,'  which  takes  this  to-morrow, 
will  get  first  to  England ;  and  I  hope  the  official  duplicates  she 
conveys  will  supply  what  is  necessary  to  keep  up  the  chain  of 
passing  events  here  now  daily  becoming  more  interesting. 

"  The  *  Confiance '  returned  on  the  17th  from  Oporto,  where 
I  was  glad  to  find  she  succeeded  in  delivering  the  letters  from 
Viscount  Santarem,  for  Count  San  Louren9o,  before  any  attempt 
had  been  made  by  the  *  Nimrod,'  or  '  Savage,'  to  cross  the  bar. 
The  immediate  apprehension  of  a  general  assault  having  sub- 
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Bided,  Colonel  Sorell  has  not  thought  it  necessary  to  make  the 
requisition  for  the  reinforcement. 

*.*  The  General,  previous  to  the  delivery  of  Santarem's  letter, 
had  civilly  intimated  to  Colonel  Sorell  that  he  could  not  consent 
to  admit  the  ships ;  but  I  have  yet  to  learn  what  change  in  this 
respect  the  instructions  from  Lisbon  have  produced. 

**  I  have  addressed  another  letter  to  Santarem  about  the 
wines  in  the  Douro,  I  hope  in  the  tone  you  desired;  but  no 
reply  has  yet  been  given,  and  I  suspect  it  will  be  evaded,  if 
possible. 

**  We  flatter  ourselves  that  the  cause  of  Donha  Maria  pro- 
gresses favourably  in  the  Alemtejo,  and  have  reason  to  believe 
that  Admiral  de  Ponza,  who  is  off  Cape  Espichel  with  his 
squadron,  is  by  this  time  in  possession  of  St.  Ubes. 

"  The  telegraphs  announce  that  some  gunpowder,  which  was 
going  to  Viscount  Mollelos,  has  been  sent  back  to  Lisbon ;  the 
Gt)vemment  appear  to  have  been  taken  unawares. 

"  Twenty-three  large  boats,  with  trooi>s,  comprising  about 
600  infantry,  and  60  cavalry^  with  their  horses,  have  this  morn- 
ing been  dispatched  from  Lisbon  to  the  south  side. 

"  The  fortress  of  St.  Julian  has  also  been  strengthened  by 
the  crews  of  the  two  corvettes,  which  escaped  from  Admiral  de 
Ponza  on  the  5th,  and  much  feverish  expectation  is  everywhere 
excited. 

"5  P.M.  The  'Viper'  has  just  come  in,  bringing  me  a  letter 
from  Admiral  de  Ponza,  now  Visconde  Cabo  San  Vicente,  who 
informs  me  that  the  Duke  of  Terceira  was  at  Messejana  on  the 
17th,  marching  with  his  forces  towards  the  south  of  the  Tagus, 
and  I  conclude  now  at  St.  Ubes,  whither  a  corvette  and  brig 
were  last  night  detached  from  the  Admiral's  squadron,  with 
which  he  is  endeavouring  to  reach  Cascaes  Bay,  but  does  not 
find  his  Portuguse  followers  afloat  keep  pace  with  his  own  active 
habits,  and  complains  a  good  deal  also  of  the  dilatory  proceed- 
ings of  the  land  forces." 


"  To  Admiral  Viscount  Cabo  San  Vicente. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  July  24th,  1R33. 
''  Most  unfeignedly  do  I  congratulate  you  that  the  colours  of 
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Qaeen  Donha  Maria  are  now  flying  on  the  citadel  at  Lisbon  and 
the  Fortress  of  Abnada.     I  send  the  *  Viper  *  to  give  yon  the 
earliest  intimation  of  this  joyful  event,  which  will  doubtless  be 
more  fully  detailed  by  the  despatch  of  the  Duke  of  Terceira. 
"  In  the  hope  of  soon  shaking  you  by  the  hand,  &c." 


*'  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  July  25th,  1833. 

*'  I  have  most  sincere  pleasure  in  tendering  my  congratula- 
tions on  the  important  events  of  yesterday  at  Lisbon,  and  but 
little  to  add  to  my  public  despatches. 

"  The  march  of  the  Duke  of  Terceira  with  a  handful  of  men 
has  been  equally  bold  and  well  executed,  and  the  result  so  far  is 
everything  that  can  be  desired. 

*'  As  a  proof  of  the  general  feeling  in  favour  of  the  Queen's 
cause,  it  wiU,  I  think,  be  viewed  with  additional  satisfaction  as 
having  been  effected  by  a  native  General  and  troops,  who,  after 
carrying  the  works  on  the  south  side,  crossed  the  river  and 
entered  the  capital  without  even  the  interposing  aid  of  the  naval 
forces,  which  had  already  achieved  such  superabundant  honour 
and  important  service. 

''  It  appears  that  the  Spanish  Minister,  Cordova,  accompanied 
General  Tellesfordao  in  his  advance  from  Almada,  and  was .  seen 
to  encourage  the  Miguelite  troops  in  their  contest  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  23rd.  His  Excellency  was,  in  fact,  made  a  prisoner, 
but  immediately  released,  and  got  on  board  the  Spanish  frigate 
in  the  river  at  midnight.  The  latter  is  now  going  out  of  the 
Tagus  for  Yigo,  and  the  Spanish  Admiral,  as  well  as  the 
Minister,  are  not  a  little  dejected  at  the  present  position  of 
affairs  here.  Cordova  is  packing  up  his  papers,  and  will  repair 
by  land  to  Dom  Miguel's  head-quarters. 

"  On  the  first  ebullition  of  feeling  yesterday  at  Lisbon,  two  or 
three  men  were  shot  in  the  arsenal,  which  induced  Admiral 
Felix,  the  Commandant,  to  take  refuge  on  board  the  *  Asia ' ;  it 
was  of  course  afforded,  but  he  this  morning  landed  at  his  own 
desire,  after  communicating  with  the  Duke  of  Terceira.  He  has 
been  placed  under  arrest  for  trial,  but  is  properly  protected,  and 
very  grateful  for  the  asylum  he  received  under  the  British  flag. 
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''  Deserters  are  constantly  coming  in  from  the  Miguelites, 
and  I  trust  a  respectable  force  will  soon  be  established  at 
Lisbon.  We  do  not  exactly  know  what  number  of  troops  the 
Duke  of  Cadaval  has  with  him,  but  the  regulars  do  not  perhaps 
exceed  3,000,  exclusive  of  the  police. 

"  General  Visconde  MoUelos  is  advancing  on  St.  Ubes,  but 
he  will  doubtless  be  closely  watched  by  General  Brito,  who  was 
detached  by  the  Duke  of  Terceira  I  understand  for  that  purpose 
with  1,000  men. 

"  The  presence  of  the  Duke  of  Palmella  will  materially  pro- 
mote all  necessary  arrangements  for  the  civil  Government  of 
Lisbon,  and  I  have  no  doubt  he  will  be  able  to  land  in  a  very  few 
hours." 


"  To  Sir  Thomas  Hardy. 

"  '  Asia,'  Lisbon,  July  22nd,  1833. 
Extract. 

"  I  presume  you  have  heard  that  the  Captain  Elliot,  who  was 
expected  here  to  command  Dom  Miguel's  late  fleet,  was  Henry 
Algernon  Elliot,  R.N.,  not  William,  the  C.B.,  and  I  believe  in 
every  respect  a  very  different  person ;  however,  he  may  have  no 
reason  to  regret  that  Napier  disposed  of  the  ships  before  his 
arrival.  The  latter  is  now  off  Cape  Espichel,  and  I  suspect  has 
got  possession  of  St.  Ubes;  if  so,  the  land  forces  will  soon 
advance  to  the  south  side  of  the  Tagus,  when  he  may  expect  His 
Excellency  Dom  Leon  within.  The  Oporto  Government,  I  under- 
stand, wish  him  to  appear  off  the  bar  of  the  Douro,  to  convince 
the  Miguelites  (by  displaying  the  captured  ships)  of  the  real 
state  of  the  case,  as  Miguel  had  a  Te  Deum  performed  to 
celebrate  the  victory  obtained  by  his  ships  ! ! ! 

"  I  have  been  so  much  occupied  lately  that  I  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  take  the  rigging  warrant  in  hand,  but  I  will  do  so 
the  moment  I  am  able." 


«  To  Sir  Thomaa  Hardy. 

"  *  Asia,'  Lisbon,  July  25th,  1833. 
"  I  ha^e  only  three  minutes  to  offer  my  congratulations  on 
the  occupation  of  Lisbon  yesterday  by  Donha  Maria's  forces. 
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*'  All  particulars  will  be  found  in  my  public  report,  and  I 
trust  it  will  soon  lead  to  a  final  and  satisfactory  settlement 
of  Portuguese  affairs,  but  we  are  anxious  about  Oporto,  which 
it  appears  is  still  threatened  with  assault." 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
"  Confidential. 

"  'Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  July  27th,  1833. 

'"The  populace  of  Lisbon  have  remained  quiet  beyond  our 
expectation  since  the  occupation  of  the  city  by  the  troops  of 
Donha  Maria,  considering  the  extraordinary  revolution  they  have 
experienced,  the  unprotected  state  in  which  the  town  was  left 
by  the  MigueUtes,  and  the  incensed  feelings  of  so  many  liberated 
prisoners  who  had  long  been  immured  in  dungeons  for  political 
opinions. 

"  I  have,  however,  been  pressed  on  all  quarters  to  land  the 
marines  for  the  ostensible  purpose  of  protecting  the  English 
residents,  and  to  occupy  the  fortresses  of  St.  Julian  and  Bugio, 
&c.  It  is  impossible  not  to  perceive  that  the  real  object  of  these 
propositions  is  to  precipitate  a  measure  which  may  at  once 
identify  us  with  the  cause  of  Donha  Maria.  I  freely  confess  1 
shall  feel  very  happy  if  I  receive  authority  to  do  so ;  but,  as 
my  pi*esent  orders  are  most  precise  on  this  point,  I  do  not  feel 
justified  in  sanctioning  such  a  step,  unless  the  necessity  of  it 
appears  more  urgent  than  we  have  yet  had  reason  to  apprehend. 

"  I  am  fully  aware  how  desirable  it  is  to  prevent  this  capital 
being  wrested,  if  possible,  from  the  authority  of  the  Queen.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  disembarkation  of  the  marines  may  afford  a 
pretext  for  the  Spaniards  to  cross  the  frontiers,  and  rally  the 
dispirited  forces  of  the  Miguelites,  without  any  real  advantage, 
unless  the  city  is  likely  to  be  attacked.  The  situation  of  our 
ships  and  property  in  the  Douro,  at  the  mercy  of  the  besiegera, 
is  also  a  consideration.  Lord  William  Russell  and  myself  are, 
however,  to  see  the  Duke  of  Palmella  to-morrow,  when  it  is  my 
intention,  in  the  absence  of  other  instructions  to  meet  the 
peculiar  case  in  which  we  are  placed,  to  propose  some  arrange- 
ment conformably  to  the  accompanjring  sketch,  which  I  hope 
may  answer  the  desired  end  of  imparting  confidence  here  without 
compromising  ourselves  until  specific  directions  are  sent. 

VOL.  II.  8 


258  THE   LITE   OF   SIR   W.   PARKER.  [1833 

"  By  a  letter  from  Colonel  Sorell,  I  find  Dom.  Mignel's  General 
still  refuses  to  admit  the  entrance  of  any  additional  ships  within 
the  Donro.  If  the  Consnl  makes  the  requisition  and  the  bat- 
teries oppose,  I  presame  we  shall  stand  on  clear  gronnd  here  for 
landing  the  marines,  and  immediately  withdrawing  onr  ships, 
and  any  of  the  residents  who  may  desire  it  from  the  Donro. 

"  We  have  just  learnt  that  the  besiegers,  headed  by  Marshal 
Bonrmont,  met  with  a  signal  defeat  on  the  25th  in  an  assault  on 
Oporto ;  I  trust  it  will  prove  conclusive  of  the  war. 

'*  The  Viscount  Mollelos,  after  advancing  a  short  distance 
has,  I  understand,  taken  the  road  for  Aldea  Gallega,  and  will 
probably  continue  to  retire. 

"  Deserters  from  the  Duke  of  Cadaval's  retreating  force  are 
continually  coming  in." 


**  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
"  Private  and  confidential. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  July  31st,  1833. 

**  A  steam  vessel  in  the  employ  of  Dom  Pedro  proceeds  to 
England  this  morning,  and  I  profit  of  the  occasion  to  report  the 
arrival  of  the  '  Regent,'  with  his  stafi*  and  Ministers,  in  the 
Tagus  on  the  afternoon  of  the  28th  instant,  which  I  hope  may 
have  been  announced  by  the  ^  Pike '  (then  beating  out  of  the 
river)  should  she  suoceed  in  getting  first  to  England. 

"  In  my  last  private  letter  by  that  vessel  I  intimated  to  you 
that  I  had  been  strongly  urged  on  all  sides  to  land  the  marines, 
but  the  expected  requisition  on  this  point  from  the  merchants 

(promoted  I  believe  by  Mr. )  has  not  yet  been  sent  in  : 

some  have  declined  signing  it,  and  in  my  humble  opinion  with 
good  judgment. 

*'  I  shall  not,  however,  be  influenced  from  what  I  consider 
the  undeviating  line  of  my  duty  unless  circumstances  impera- 
tively call  for  it,  which  is  not  the  case  at  present. 

"  When  the  game  is  almost  won,  without  any  violation  of  our 
professions  of  non-interference,'  it  appears  to  me  very  impolitic, 
if  not  an  act  of  positive  folly  (putting  the  dereliction  of  orders 
out  of  the  question),  to  a£ford  any  pretext  for  the  charge  of  an 
infraction,  and  a  colouring  for  the  troops  of  Spain  to  march  to 
the  assistance  of  Miguel. 
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''  Aware,  however,  of  the  importance  of  preventing  the 
capital  from  passing  again  under  his  authority,  I  inclose  a 
dnplicate  of  the  substance  of  a  proposition  which  I  have  now 
confidentiallj  made  to  the  Duke  of  Palmella  and  Admiral  Cabo 
San  Vicente,  in  which  they  entirely  acquiesce;  and,  if  the 
Emperor  does  not  object,  it  is  my  intention  to  act  on  the  plan 
until  I  receive  further  instructions. 

'*  You  will  observe,  Sir,  that  the  protection  of  our  countrymen 
and  nmUral  occupation  is  the  sole  basis  of  my  proposal.  I  shall 
be  glad  to  find  I  have  not  outstepped  the  wishes  of  Government. 

*'  Things,  I  believe,  are  going  on  well  here,  but  Dom  Pedro  is 
not  famed  for  prudence  or  command  of  temper ;  and  some  of 
his  Ministers  it  is  apprehended  are  more  disposed  to  encourage, 
than  check  harsh  measures.  His  Majesty  is  greatly  elated,  and 
has,  I  understand,  already  given  some  dissatisfaction  in  sanction- 
ing arrests  unknown  to  the  proper  authonties. 

*'The  Dake  of  Palmella,. to  whom  so  much  is  owing,  is  I 
hear  at  this  moment  out  of  office,  and  much  mischief  to  a  good 
cause  may  result  if  a  violent  and  intriguing  party  are  not 
restrained. 

*'  It  is,  perhaps,  presumptuous  in  me  to  offer  an  opinion,  and 
certainly  out  of  my  peculiar  province,  but  I  am  sure  you  will 
forgive  my  hinting  that  some  good  counsel  from  the  British 
Gx>vemment  may  be  desirable  without  loss  of  time. 

"  Lord  John  Hay  of  the  '  Castor,'  informs  me  that  the  Duke 
of  Braganza  applied  to  him,  through  our  Consul  at  Oporto, 
for  permission  to  leave  the  Douro  in  the  *  Echo  ;  *  but  Lord  John 
on  referring  to  his  secret  instructions  considered  that  it  would, 
under  the  circumstances,  be  an  unjustifiable  violation  of  our 
neutrality,  and  declined.  A  decision  in  which  I  have  felt  myself 
bound  to  express  my  approval  to  his  Lordship,  and  I  trust  coin- 
ciding with  your  own  sentiments. 


Enclosure  to  Letter  No.  124. 

'*  Bear-Admiral  Parker  has  been  requested  to  garrison  the 
fortresses  of  St.  Julian  and  Bugio;  but,  as  it  is  incompatible  with 
his  orders   to  land  the  marines,  except  in  particular  contin- 
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gencies,  it  is  submitted  whether  His  Excellency  the  Dnke  of 
Palmella  is  disposed  to  make  application  in  writing  to  this  effect, 
to  ensure  the  safe  possession  of  these  places,  as  well  as  the 
citadel  at  Lisbon,  in  the  event  of  the  city  being  menaced  by  a 
superior  force,  and  thus  afEord  places  of  refuge  and  protection 
to  the  English  residents. 

"  If  this  request  is  made,  the  Admiral  should  be  provided 
with  authority  to  enter  the  fortresses  should  it  become  desirable. 

''  In  such  case  he  proposes  immediately  to  place  a  ship  of 
the  line  near  St.  Julian's,  and  the  *  Aisia '  off  Commercial 
Square,  but  on  no  account  to  attempt  the  disembarkation  unless 
the  necessity  became  urgent. 

"It  is  to  be  understood  that  the  proposed  places  will  be 
occupied  netUnlly,  that  the  English  cannot  take  part  in  any 
contest  unless  they  are  themselves  attacked,  and  the  British 
colours  mnst  be  solely  displayed  in  whatever  position  they  may 
occupy. 

"  It  is  hoped  that  this  proposition  will  afford  no  reasonable 
pretext  for  the  Spaniards  to  advance  into  Portugal,  before  fur- 
ther instructions  are  received  from  England.  And  in  the  event 
of  the  city  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  opposite  party,  the 
posts  will  be  held  by  the  Bear- Admiral  as  a  guarantee  for  the 
safety  of  the  British  subjects  and  their  property." 


"  To  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Hardy. 

'*  Private  and  confidential. 

Extract. 

"'Asia,'  Lisbon,  July  31st,  1833. 

**  If   our  Government  at   once   formally   recognises   Donha 

Maria,  I  hope  they  will  empower  some  person  duly  accredited  to 

restrain  these  people  in  good  time,  or  we  shall  soon  have  a 

system   of    retaliation   as   disgusting  as   the    conduct    of    the 

Miguelites.     Palmella,  their  best  supporter,  I  believe,  does  not 

at  this  moment  hold  any  office,  and  he  is  no  favourite  of  the 

Emperor.     The  latter  has  frequently  an  ungracious  manner,  and 

interferes  more  than  is  prudent.     Before  he  landed  he  declared 

that  he  had  not  yet  asked  foreign  assistance,  and  would  not  do 
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so,  and  I  dare  say  he  will  be  quite  disposed  to  shake  off  all 
foreign  claims  on  his  gratitude  if  possible.  I  understand  he  has 
already  sent  for  his  Empress  and  his  daughter,  and  I  conclude 
has  no  intention  of  withdrawing  himself. 

"  Mr.  (between  ourselves)  has  been  very  busy  getting 

up  a  requisition  to  have  the  marines  landed,  without  the 
slightest  reason,  as  far  as  the  protection  of  the  English  is  con- 
cerned, but  merely  that  we  may  be  identified  with  the  Con- 
stitutional cause.  It  appears  to  me  at  such  a  moment  an  un- 
pardonable act  of  folly.  Some  of  the  merchants  decline  signing 
it,  and  it  has  not  yet  been  sent  to  me.  However,  I  shall  not  be 
induced  by  that,  or  any  other  proceeding  to  act  contrary  to 
what  I  conceive  to  be  right,  and  my  positive  instructions. 

"  Mr. ,  in  fact,  makes  himself  a  complete  partisan,*  and 

for  three  or  four  days  has  had  the  colours  of  Donha  Maria  flying 
on  the  summit  of  the  cupola  of  his  house,  without  the  vestige  of 
an  English  Union  to  be  seen ! !  Can  it  be  wondered  at  if  there 
should  be  a  reaction^  if  his  house  is  visited  with  outrage? 
However,  I  notice  all  this  confidentially,  and  but  as  a  very 
trifling  specimen  of  his  proceedings.  Nor  should  I  do  so  now, 
if  I  did  not  feel  that  his  dislike  of  the  Navy  generally,  and  of 
myself  in  particular,  is  inveterate.  It  is,  if  possible,  still  worse 
so  against  Lord  and  Lady  William  Russell.  I  shall  endeavour, 
as  I  have  hitherto  done,  to  steer  a  straight  and  impartial  course. 
Napier  has  plenty  on  his  hands,  and  if  he  is  supplanted  it  will 
be  by  Portuguese  intrigue,  at  present  he  is,  of  course,  in  high 
favour.*' 


"  To  Sir  James  Ghraham. 
"  Private. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  August  7th,  1833. 
*'  No  event  of  much  importance  has  occurred  since  I  wrote 
on  the  31st  ultimo,  but  I  hope  some  of  the  obnoxious  measures 
contemplated  by  Dom  Pedro  and  his  Government  have  been 
restrained,  and  a  more  prudent  course  adopted. 

♦  See  Pages  108-109. 
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"  Amongst  \)tlier  changes,  His  Imperial  Majesty  had  directed 
that  all  Portugaese  oflBcers  who  had  been  promoted  in  Dom 
MigueVs  service  should  be  reduced  to  their  former  grade — ^g^eat 
numbers  of  persons  also  were  removed  from  the  public  offices 
and  employments,  who  had  no  other  means  of  subsistence.  It 
involved  the  dismissal  of  no  less  than  thirty  in  the  Marine 
Department,  under  the  immediate  control  of  Admiral  Cabo 
San  Vicente;  and  as  many  naval  and  military  ofBcers  had 
voluntarily  joined  the  Queen's  forces  from  the  ranks  of  Miguel, 
it  not  only  destroyed  the  bond  of  confidence  and  fidelity,  but 
excited  great  discontent. 

"  I  fear,  however,  that  little  confidence  is  placed  in  Dom 
Pedro  personally,  or  his  present  Ministers ;  and  many  people  of 
respectability  appear  now  determined  to  emigrate,  who  would  be 
content  to  remain  if  the  Duke  of  Palmella  were  at  the  head  of 
affairs. 

'^  It  is  but  just,  at  the  same  time,  to  observe  that  no  act  of 
violence  has  yet  been  authorised  by  the  Government.  The 
amnesty  issued  from  Oporto  has  been  republished  with  the  same 
exceptions  and  proscriptions.  The  prisons  are,  nevertheless, 
filling  with  political  offenders. 

"  Dom  Pedro  is  evidently  indisposed  to  receive  any  assistance 
from  the  English  that  he  can  possibly  dispense  with.  My  offer 
of  occupying  the  citadel  and  St.  Julian's  provisionally  has  been 
unacknowledged  and  neglected;  and  the  tender  of  a  British 
frigate  to  convey  the  young  Queen  to  Lisbon,  which  was  made 
by  Lord  William  Russell  (in  consequence  of  Lord  Palmerston's 
letter  to  Colonel  Sorell)  was  declined  with  little  courtesy  of 
manner.  The  disposition  of  the  Regent  is  not  conciliatory,  and 
as  he  has  no  Minister  who  ventures  to  place  things  in  their  true 
colours  when  opposed  to  His  Imperial  Majesty's  prejudices, 
vindictive  or  capricious  measures  are  naturally  apprehended. 

"The  organization  of  the  troops  that  have  enrolled  them- 
selves proceeds  gradually;  and  I  believe  there  are  now  7,000 
well  armed ;  but  little  has  been  done  towards  the  occupation  of 
positions,  or  preparing  defences,  in  the  event  of  an  attack. 

"  The  Duke  of  Terceira  proposes  to  march  to  the  northward 
with  1,500  or  2,000  men  this  day  or  to-morrow;  and  the 
Admiral  intends  to  make  a  combined  movement  by  sea  in  the 
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direction  of  Pexdche  and  Figneras :  the  acquisition  of  the  former 
port  has  been  important  as  it  is  strong,  easily  defended,  and  an 
excellent  situation  for  advance  or  retreat. 

''  The  English  crew  of  his  flag  ship,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  have 
been  again  very  refractory;  but  he  has  sent  twenty-six  to 
England,  and  the  imprisonment  of  several  of  the  worst  offenders 
has  brought  the  remainder  into  better  order  for  the  present. 

*' General  MoUelos  crossed  the  Tagus  on  the  3rd  or  4th 
instant  near  Santarem:  his  force  appears  originally  to  have 
been  4,500  men,  of  which  2,000  have  continued  firm  to  Dom 
Miguel,  and  are  gone  to  join  the  troops  that  retired  from  Lisbon. 
They  even  put  to  death  two  of  their  officers  who  were  suspected 
of  tre^hery.  2,500,  however,  have  deserted  and  dispersed, 
many  of  them  joining  the  Queen's  party. 

*'  There  seems  to  be  a  want  of  musquets  at  Lisbon ;  but  many 
damaged  ones  have  been  brought  in,  and  they  are  repairing  them 
fast. 

"You  will  learn.  Sir,  from  better  sources  than  myself, 
that  the  anxiety  of  the  Spanish  Government  to  get  Don 
Carlos  out  of  Portugal,  is  increased  by  the  declining  state  of 
King  Ferdinand.  Lord  William  Russell  has  shown  me  the 
despatches  he  has  received  from  Mr.  Addington  on  this  point, 
and  I  have  not  hesitated  to  comply  with  the  suggestions  of  that 
Minister  in  offering  an  English  frigate  to  convey  the  Infante  and 
Princesses  to  Civitrt  Vecchia,  if  they  can  be  induced  to  embark 
either  at  Mondego  or  Lisbon :  in  making  this  communication  to 
Monsieur  Cordova,  at  Coimbra,  we  have  also  signified  that  a  line- 
of-battle  ship  shall  be  placed  at  their  disposal,  instead  of  a 
frigate,  if  Dom  Miguel  can  be  induced  to  accompany  them. 

"I  trust  in  either  case  it  will  accord  with  the  wishes  of 
Government,  though  I  am  not  sanguine  enough  to  imagine 
Miguel  will  easily  be  prevailed  on  to  leave  the  kingdom,  with  a 
strong  force  still  in  the  field. 

"  The  present  tone  of  Spain  appears  less  opposed  to  our  line 
of  policy ;  and  I  presume  it  will  be  desirable  to  encourage  it. 
I  flatter  myself,  however,  that  a  few  days  will  bring  fall  instruc- 
tions for  our  guidance  under  the  recent  important  changes  here." 
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From  Sir  James  Graham, 
**  Private  and  confidential. 

"  Admiralty,  7th  August,  1833. 

'^  I  am  anxious,  in  the  first  place,  to  assure  you  of  the  entire 
approbation  of  His  Majesty's  Govemmeut  with  regard  to  the 
line  of  conduct  adopted  by  you  in  difficult  circumstances,  when 
Lisbon  was  suddenly  evacuated,  and  spontaneously  declared  in 
favour  of  Donha  Maria.  Tour  interview  with  the  Duke  of 
Terceira,  your  salute  of  the  flag  of  Donha  Maria,  the  precautions 
taken  by  you  for  the  protection  of  the  British,  and  the  refuge 
given  by  you  in  the  moment  of  extreme  peril  on  board  His 
Majesty's  ship  to  the  Admiral  of  Dom  Miguel,  are  measures 
which  we  fully  approve,  and  which  were  conceived  in  the  true 
spirit  of  your  instructions,  and  are  marked  by  your  sound  discre- 
tion. 

"  I  am  now  authorised  to  enclose  for  your  information,  a  copy 
of  the  orders  sent  to  Lord  William  Russell,  which  I  communi- 
cate to  you  confidentially.  The  despatches  received  yesterday 
from  Madrid,  bearing  date  subsequent  to  the  fact  of  the  evacua* 
tion  of  Lisbon  being  known  to  the  Spanish  Government,  relieve 
us  in  a  great  measure  from  the  apprehension  of  active  Spanish 
interference  in  behalf  of  Dom  Miguel.  We  have,  however, 
thought  it  prudent  to  send  *  Caledonia,'  *  RevengGp^  *  Romney,' 
and  two  steam  frigates  to  Cork,  there  to  remain  ready  to  embark 
on  the  shortest  notice  three  or  four  thousand  men,  who  in  the 
event  of  Spain  declaring  against  Donha  Maria  and  marching  to 
the  assistance  of  Miguel  would  be  instantly  sent  to  co-operate 
with  you  in  the  Tagus,  and  to  defend  Lisbon  against  a  foreign 
invader.  Your  instructions  in  the  event  of  Spanish  interference 
are  to  be  considered  by  you  in  full  force ;  but  undoubted  evi- 
dence alone  could  justify  you  in  acting  decisively,  and  you 
should  be  satisfied  of  the  fact  that  a  Spanish  force  has  entered 
Portagal  before  you  land  your  marines  or  offer  armed  assistance 
to  Donha  Maria.  If  any  such  necessity  should  unhappily  arise, 
which  I  hardly  expect,  you  will  by  a  steam-boat,  if  possible, 
endeavour  to  convey  to  us  the  earliest  information. 

'^  You  will  maintain  with  Lord  William  Russell  the  closest  and 
most  confidential  communication.  His  credentials  to  the  Re- 
gency are  not  to  be  presented  if  any  decided  reverse  of  fortune 
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has  befallen  the  arms  of  Pedro ;  and  you  will  remark  oar  earnest 
anxiety  that  a  complete  and  sincere  amnesty  should  be  granted 
for  all  political  offences,  that  moderation  should  characterise 
the  councils  of  the  Regency,  and  that  the  Regency  itself  should 
be  so  composed  as  to  afford  a  public  security  for  the  honourable 
maintenance  of  its  engagements,  and  for  the  steady  conduct  of 
the  future  Government.  Nothing  would  contribute  more  to 
this  happy  result  than  the  predominance  of  Palmella*s  influence, 
and  the  retirement  of  Pedro.  Indeed  if  Pedro  be  not  willing  to 
withdraw,  as  the  worst  event  would  be  his  exclusive  assumption 
of  the  Regency,  so  the  largest  possible  restriction  ou  his  power 
is  the  arrangement  most  to  be  desired ;  and  all  sudden  or  violent 
changes  either  in  the  forms  or  institutions  of  the  Government 
of  Portugal,  especially  if  forced  on  an  unwilling  nation,  would 
seem  to  be  at  this  moment  most  inexpedient. 

"  You  will  also  observe  our  deep  anxiety  that  no  just  ground 
of  offence  should  be  given  to  Spain.  We  have  prevented  her 
interference ;  we  do  not  wish  to  involve  her  in  a  revolution : 
and  any  intrigues  on  the  part  of  the  New  Government  of 
Portugal  in  the  internal  affairs  of  Spain  would  be  most  repre- 
hensible, and  could  not  be  sustained  by  us :  such  conduct  on  the 
part  of  the  Regency  would  give  just  cause  of  offence  to  Great 
Britain,  and  might  lead  to  a  most  serious  misunderstanding. 

"  These  are  the  general  views,  of  which  you  will  not  lose  sight 
in  your  intercourse  with  Lord  William  Russell,  and  in  any  in- 
fluence which  you  may  exert  over  the  counsels  of  the  Regency 
at  this  critical  moment. 

"  The  force,  which  you  command  is  large,  will  insure  to  you 
respect,  and  will  be  used  by  you  with  prudence  and  decision. 
A  large  reinforcement  awaits  your  summons,  at  a  moment's 
notice  in  the  harbour  of  Cork ;  and  the  advice  of  the  British 
authorities  is  entitled  to  attention,  whether  the  representation  is 
addressed  to  the  Regency  of  Portugal,  or  to  the  Cabinet  at 
Madrid. 

"  I  will  only  repeat  my  firm  persuasion  that  you  will  conduct, 
a  successful  issue  with  the  same  discretion  and  firmness  which 
have  signalized  your  past  conduct,  and  you  may  rest  assured 
that  you  will  continue  to  receive  from  the  Government  that  full 
confidence  and  support  which  you  are  justly  entitled  to  expect. 


266  THE   LIFE  OF  SIR  W.   PARKER.  [1833 

"  We  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  Spanish  Government 
may  apply  to  yon  throngh  Lord  W.  Bnssell,  for  the  means  of 
conveying  Don  Carlos  to  Italy ;  yon  are  at  liberty  to  send  a 
British  frigate  on  this  special  service,  provided  Don  Carlos  be 
willing  to  land  in  an  Italian  port,  but  yon  are  not  to  convey  him 
to  any  other  conntry. 

"  It  is  also  not  improbable  that  yon  may  be  requested  to  send 
a  British  man-of-war  either  to  convey  or  to  escort  Donha  Maria 
to  Portugal.  Our  wish  is,  that  yon  should  refuse  compliance  in 
the  manner  least  offensive ;  and,  probably,  the  best  reason  would 
be  that  tbe  whole  Navy  of  Portugal  is  now  at  her  disposal,  and 
that  she  should  arrive  in  her  capital  under  the  national  flag, 
which  has  so  lately  triumphed,  in  a  ship-of-war  of  her  own,  un- 
attended by  any  foreigner.  No  opportunity,  however,  should 
be  lost  of  advising  that  Donha  Maria  should  be  brought  to 
Lisbon  with  the  least  possible  delay." 


"  To  Sir  Thomas  Hardy. 

"  •  Asia,'  Lisbon,  7th  August,  1833. 
Extract. 

"  I  conclude  our  Government  will  immediately  take  some 
decided  step  on  this  event,  and  between  ourselves  it  would  be  a 
great  blessing  if  we  could  get  Dom  Pedro,  as  well  as  his  brother, 
out  of  the  country,  but  this  will  be  no  easy  matter.  He  is  sur- 
rounded by  a  set  of  Ministers  very  unfit  for  their  situations,  and  I 
fear  there  will  be  no  real  confidence  in  the  country  while  he  or 
they  remain  in  authority.  His  Majesty  has  certainly  no  favour- 
able disposition  towards  the  English,  and  as  he  generally  acts 
from  the  impulse  of  his  passions  the  Portuguese  apprehend  mis- 
chief from  his  caprice  and  displeasure.  He  ordered  so  many 
officers  who  had  been  promoted  by  Miguel  to  be  degraded,  and  so 
many  civilians  to  be  dismissed  from  official  situations,  without 
their  having  any  other  means  of  subsistence,  that  both  the  Duke 
of  Terceira  and  Napier  declared  they  would  resign  their  com- 
mands if  it  was  not  rescinded ;  this  has  produced  a  temporary 
check,  but  it  is  feared  he  will  run  riot  again  if  he  does  not  get 
more  moderate  men  about  him,  at  the  head  of  whom  ought  to 
stand  Palmella,  now  out  of  office  altogether. 
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"  Napier  has  been  very  much  annoyed  by  the  mntinonfl  con- 
duct of  the  English  crew  in  the  '  Dom  Joe,'  bnt  he  has  sent 
many  to  prison  and  some  to  England,  which  has  restored  order 
at  present. 

''  Yon  will  probably  see  in  the  papers  that  Dom  Pedro  has 
visited  the  tomb  of  his  father  at  Lisbon,  and  wrote  on  the 
coffin: — 

"  One  son  destroyed  (or  murdered)  you 
The  other  will  avenge  you. 

(Signed)     "  D.  Pedeo." 

''  It  is  quite  true,  as  several  of  our  officers  have  seen  the 

paper,  but  it  certainly  was  in  bad  taste  altogether 

If  Don  Carlos  accepts  our  offer  of  a  frigate,  I  shall  probably 
assign  the  '  Stag '  for  his  conveyance  to  Civita  Yecchia. 

"  Dom  Pedro,  like  a  goose,  declines  our  tender  of  a  frigate  to 
bring  his  daughter  to  Lisbon." 


From  Goftain  the  Hon,  Qeorge  MUot,  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty, 

"  7th  August,  1833. 

'*  I  send  two  lines  of  congratulations  to  Napier,  whose  address 
has  changed  so  fast  of  late  that  I  know  not  what  it  ought  to  be. 

*'  I  trust  by  this  time  that  all  difficulty  is  at  an  end,  and  that 
Portugal  is  blessed  with  one  Sovereign  only. 

"  It  would  be  needless  for  me  to  say  how  much  your  conduct 
has  been  approved  of  daring  the  long  struggle,  and  the  many 
difficulties  you  have  had  to  contend  with." 


From  Sir  Thomas  Hardy, 

"  Admiralty,  12th  August,  1833. 
Extract. 

"  I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  27th  and  31st  of  July. 
You  have  had  a  most  difficult  part  to  act,  but  I  have  great 
pleasure  in  saying  that  the  King  and  the  Government  are  very 
much  pleased  with  all  that  you  have  done,  and  I  sincerely  hope 
that  the  *  Hermes '  will  arrive  in  time  to  prevent  your  landing 
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the  marines,  for  we  are  quite  aware  that  yon  will  have  great 
difficulty  in  resisting  the  demands  which  you  will  have  both 
from  the  Consul  and  merchants.  I  have  seen  a  letter  from  the 
Viscount  Cabo  San  Vicente;  his  Lordship  writes  in  excellent 
spirits." 


From  Sir  James  Oraham. 

"  Private  and  confidential. 

"  Admiralty,  12th  August,  1833. 

**I  have  received  your  two  letters,  with  their  important 
inclosure.  It  was  necessary  to  communicate  this  proposal  to 
my  colleagues,  since  it  involved  a  decision  of  great  delicacy 
and  of  vital  importance.  We  entirely  approve  of  your  refusal 
to  land  the  marines,  in  compliance  with  the  requisition  of  Mr. 
Hoppner,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Duke  Palmella;  but  we 
think  that  the  reasons  which  dictated  this  refusal  are  conclusive 
against  the  adoption  of  the  proposal  made  by  you ;  it  is  clear 
that  the  protection  of  the  English  residents  cannot  be  the  motive 
for  occupying  St.  Julian's  and  the  Bugio  ;  and  with  your  com- 
manding force  in  the  Tagus,  the  possession  even  of  the  citadel  of 
Lisbon,  in  the  last  extremity,  is  not  necessary  for  the  safe  em- 
barkation of  the  British  merchants  with  their  property.  Some 
ulterior  object  therefore  must  be  contemplated,  and  any  proof  of 
the  existence  of  such  ulterior  views  would  be  considered  a  justi- 
fication of  Spanish  interference,  which  is  the  evil  we  are  most 
anxious  to  avert;  moreover,  as  you  very  justly  remark,  any 
precipitate  measure  on  our  part  at  Lisbon  may  be  fatal  to  our 
fellow-countrymen  and  their  property  in  the  Douro,  which  ai'e 
still  exposed  to  the  danger  of  a  successful  assault. 

"It  is  our  wish,  therefore,  that  you  should  withdraw  this 
proposal,  and  an  order  is  sent  to  you  to  this  effect,  and  the  two 
cases,  which  alone  would  justify  the  landing  of  the  marines  are 
specified  in  your  instructions  of  September,  1831,  and  May, 
1832;  and  these  are  either  imminent  danger  to  the  lives  of 
British  subjects,  when  it  may  become  necessary  to  cover  their 
embarkation,  or  an  advance  of  a  Spanish  army  into  Portugal  to 
the  rescue  of  Dom  Miguel. 

"  You  put  the  case  of  the  batteries  at  the   mouth  of  the 
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DouTO  resisting  by  force  the  entrance  of  British  ships-of-war,  on 
the  requisition  of  the  Consul,  and  yoa  ask,  whether  such  a 
measnre  of  violence  would  plaoe  yoa  on  clear  ground  for  landing 
your  marines  at  Lisbon  ?  We  wish  you  not  to  take  this  stop,  if 
you  have  no  other  ground,  without  orders  from  home ;  and, 
beset  as  you  are  with  urgent  applications,  intended,  as  you  timly 
say,  to  precipitate  measures  and  to  involve  you  in  armed  co- 
operation with  Pedro,  your  safest  course  will  be  to  adhere  closely 
to  the  letter  of  your  original  instructions,  and  not  to  land  your 
marines  without  an  express  order  from  England,  except  in  the 
two  cases  which  I  have  specified. 

"  It  is  reported  that  an  armed  body  of  Frenchmen  is  as- 
sembling within  the  frontiers  of  Spain,  ready  to  march  to  the 
assistance  of  Bourmont.  The  rumour  reaches  us  from  a  sus- 
picious quarter,  and  we  are  indisposed  to  credit  it,  but  if  such  a 
force  do  really  exist,  and  enter  Portugal  from  Spain,  armed, 
assembled,  and  embodied  there  with  the  cognizance  of  the 
Spanish  Government,  and  if  the  force  itself  be  so  large  as  to 
render  the  knowledge  of  its  presence  on  the  part  of  that  Govern- 
ment a  matter  of  certainty,  then  it  is  not  possible  to  draw  a 
distinction  between  such  a  corps  of  Frenchmen  and  a  Spanish 
army;  and,  on  the  requisition  of  Lord  William  Russell,  you 
would  be  justified  in  acting  decisively.  But  it  is  better  not  to 
refine  on  these  imaginary  cases,  but  to  leave  to  your  discretion 
the  mode  of  dealing  with  each  real  necessity,  as  it  arises,  taking 
for  your  guide  the  uniform  tenor  of  your  instructions,  which  will 
lead  you  to  avoid  the  last  extremity  of  interference  and  to  defer, 
to  the  last  moment,  interference  by  force  of  arms. 

**  Your  caution  and  forbearance  have  been  exemplary,  and 
though  we  think  it  now  prudent  to  withdraw  your  conditional 
proposal,  yet  we  fully  appreciate  the  motives  which  induced  you 
to  yield  a  reluctant  assent,  and  we  are  well  aware  of  the  merit  of 
the  firmness  with  which  you  have  resisted  importunities,  and 
have  not  only  obeyed,  but  anticipated  our  instructions  in  cir- 
cumstances of  peculiar  diflBculty. 

"  Lord  Palmerston  will  recall  Mr. by  the  steam- vessel 

which  conveys  to  you  this  letter. 

"Your  instruction  to  Lord  John  Hay  is  excellent,  and  his 
Lordship's   refusal  to   sanction  the  use  of  the  *  Echo  '  steamer 
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for  the  purpose  of  conyejing  Dom  Pedro   over  the  bar  was 
perfectly  right." 


'*  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
"  Private. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagns,  August  12,  1833. 

"  Our  latest  accounts  from  Oporto  to  the  8th  instant  lead  us 
to  believe  that  the  Miguelites  are  marching  a  force  of  8,000  men 
from  the  besieging  army  towards  Lisbon ;  it  is  presumed  to  form 
a  junction  with  the  troops  under  the  Duke  of  Cadaval,  and  pro- 
bably concentrate  at  Coimbra. 

"  This  intelligence  has,  I  trust,  awakened  Dom  Pedro  from  a 
state  of  confident  security,  which  appears  to  have  pervaded  all 
classes  here,  and  I  believe  Admiral  Cabo  San  Vicente  has 
strongly  pointed  out  to  him  the  necessity  of  strenuous  exertions 
to  complete  the  work  now  in  such  fair  train. 

"  No  notice  has  yet  been  taken  of  my  offer  to  occupy  the 
Citadel  and  St.  Julian's  provisionally,  in  case  the  capital  is 
menaced ;  it  was  communicated  verbally  to  the  Emperor  by  the 
Duke  of  Palmella,  on  His  Imperial  Majesty's  arrival,  and  received 
with  indifierence,  but  I  have  no  doubt  a  requisition  will  come, 
with  aU  speed  for  the  end  proposed,  when  the  enemy  approaches. 

"  A  battalion  advanced  from  hence  to  the  northward  a  few 
days  ago,  others  are  preparing  to  march,  and  the  Duke  of 
Terceira  will  proceed  in  person  in  a  few  days. 

"  The  frigates  of  Donha  Maria  are  ordered  to  endeavour  to 
get  possession  of  Figueira,  and  to  prevent  supplies  by  the 
Mondego.  The  Admiral  had  arranged  to  proceed  thither 
himself,  but  was  prevented  by  accounts  from  Algarve  of  the 
Miguelite  guerillas  having  invested  Lagos  and  threatened  Faro, 
committing  many  excesses.  It  seems  that  numbers  of  the  men 
who  were  landed  from  the  captured  squadron  have  joined  these 
parties.  A  detachment  of  150  troops,  intended  for  Peniche,  was 
however  dispatched  by  a  steam- vessel  to  Lagos,  on  the  night  of 
the  8th,  which  will,  it  is  imagined,  be  quite  sufficient  to  relieve 
the  town. 

**  The  guerillas  on  both  sides,  it  is  feared,  are  little  better  than 
banditti,  and  doing  much  mischief  in  the  country. 
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'*  St.  Ubea  has  been  visited  by  a  gang  of  these  raffians  (many 
of  them  from  the  gaols  at  Lisbon) ,  calUng  themselves  the  Con- 
stitational  Qaerilla  Minerve;  thej  had  commenced  depredations, 
bat  the  authorities  of  the  town,  now  acknowledging  the  Qaeen, 
requested  the  aid  of  the  *  Leveret,'  which  I  had  sent  there  for 
the  protection  of  the  English  subjects,  and  on  her  boats  pre- 
paring to  land,  the  marauders  decamped,  after  delivering  up 
eight  of  their  ringleaders.  Lieutenant  Lapidge  has  acted  on 
this,  as  on  all  other  occasions,  with  his  usual  good  judgment. 

"General  Cordova  informs  Lord  William  Bussell  from 
Goimbra  that  the  Infante  Don  Carlos,  not  only  declines  our  offer 
of  a  frigate  for  his  conveyance  to  Civita  Vecchia,  but  positively 
refuses  to  embark  from  Portugal;  it  remains  to  be  seen  what 
steps  the  Spanish  Qovemment  will  now  take.  M.  Cordova 
seems  to  think  the  Portuguese  contest  far  from  over,  though  he 
admits  the  success  of  Miguel  to  be  almost  hopeless. 

*'  I  find  Lord  William  was  enabled  by  the  last  packet  to  com- 
municate the  desire  of  Dom  Pedro  that  an  English  steam- vessel 
of  war  may  be  allowed  to  convoy  the  one  which  he  ordered  to  be 
chartered  for  the  conveyance  of  Queen  Donha  Maria  to  Lisbon. 
The  *  Dom  Joao  VI,'  74,  is  now  preparing  for  Her  Majesty's 
reception  when  she  may  arrive  off  the  Burlings,  as  it  is  intended 
she  shall  enter  the  Tagus  in  the  Admiral's  flag- ship. 

*'  Lisbon  remains  perfectly  quiet,  and,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  a 
very  general  feeling  prevails  in  favour  of  the  Queen,  but  I  believe 
Dom  Pedro  personally  is  not  popular,  and  that  there  is  still  less 
confidence  in  his  present  Ministers." 

Don  Carlos's  residence  in  Portugal  soon  gave 
serious  alarm  to  the  Spanish  Government  and  Court. 
The  King  thus  replied  to  his  brother's  protest : — 

"  I  have  ever  been  persuaded  of  the  love  you  have  for  me.  I 
believe  also  that  you  are  equally  so  of  the  affection  I  have  for 
you ;  but  I  am  father  and  Ejng.  I  must  consider  the  right  of 
myself,  my  daughter,  and  my  crown. 

"  I  do  not  wish  to  do  violence  to  your  conscience.  I  do  not 
aspire  to  dissuade  you  from  your  pretended  rights,  which, 
founded  on  the   decision  of  men,  you  believe  God  alone  can 
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remove  ;  but  tlie  brotherly  love  I  have  always  felt  for  you  and 
my  duties  as  King  oblige  me  to  keep  at  a  distance  an  Infante 
whose  pretensions  can  be  made  a  pretext  of  by  discontented 
people.     You  can  go  with  your  family  to  the  Papal  States. 

"  Gx)od-bye,  my  beloved  Carlos.  Believe  that  I  have  loved 
you,  do  love  you,  and  will  love  you,  and  tliat  I  iCm  always  your 
very  affectionate  and  unchanging  brother." 

Don  Carlos  remonstrated,  urging  that  so  long  as 
he  was  out  of  Spain,  he  ought  to  be  allowed  to  reside 
in  the  place  most  suitable  to  his  tranquillity,  health, 
and  interest.  The  King  reminded  him  that  the 
seditious  proclamations  at  the  end  of  1832  were 
issued,  though  doubtless  falsely,  in  his  name,  and 
that,  however  innocent  he  might  be,  his  residence 
so  near  Spain  was  prejudicial  to  the  public  peace. 

Don  Carlos,  however,  did  not  choose  to  leave 
Portugal,  whence  his  communications  with  his  party 
were  easy  and  frequent.  At  first  he  made  difficulties 
about  the  cholera,  then  gave  other  reasons,  and  though 
the  King  gave  him  positive  orders,  and  removed 
all  the  obstacles  raised  by  him,  he  determined  to 
remain  and  identify  himself  completely  with  Dom 
Miguel,  who  agreed  to  help  him  to  the  throne  of 
Spain  if  Dom  Pedro  and  Donha  Maria  were  expelled 
from  Portugal.  On  the  30th  August,  King  Ferdi- 
nand refiised  Don  Carlos's  request  to  forward  his 
protest  to  foreign  powers,  and  repeated  his  orders, 
peremptorily  charging  him  as  an  Infante  of  Spain 
to  obey  his  Sovereign,  and  to  quit  Portugal  imme- 
diately.    This  order  waa  also  disobeyed. 
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"  To  Sip  Thomas  Hardy. 
Extracts. 

"  12th  August,  1833. 

"  There  appears  to  be  an  exceeding  good  feeling  for  the  Queen 
generally  in  Lisbon,  but  I  do  not  think  Pedro  is  personally 
popular,  and  there  is  no  confidence  in  his  present  Ministers.  I 
cannot  help  thinking  it  unfortunate  for  Portugal  that  the  Regent 
should  be  here.  He  is  not  calculated  to  conciliate  and  tranquillize 
the  country.  You  will  hear  that,  after  declining  a  frigate  to 
bring  out  his  daughter,  the  Emperor  has  requested  to  have  an 
English  steam- vessel  of  war  to  convoy  the  one  which  he  has 
ordered  to  be  prepared  to  bring  out  the  Queen. 

"  The  Spanish  Infante,  Don  Carlos,  refuses  to  embark  in  any 
vessel  from  Portugal,  and,  I  presume,  calculates  on  the  support 
of  the  Carlos  party  in  Spain  in  the  event  of  Ferdinand's  demise, 
which  is  expected  at  no  distant  period,  but  I  cannot  understand 
how  his  Government  continue  to  support  Miguel  while  the  latter 
shelters  Carlos,  in  direct  opposition  to  their  policy  and  the  orders 
of  the  Court  at  Madrid. 

**  The  destruction  of  the  Portuguese  Company's  wines  at 
Villa  Nova  seems  to  be  quite  barbarous,  and  I  fear  it  will  indi- 
rectly involve  much  British  prox)erty.  I  am  much  pleased  that 
Mr.  Millar  is  to  be  confirmed  to  the  *  Donegal.'  He  is  an  excel- 
lent man,  and  has  already  reduced  the  *  Donegal's '  sick  list 
materially." 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
"  Private. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  13th  August,  1833. 

"  After  closing  my  letter  yesterday  afternoon,  the  Duke  of 
Palmella  came  on  board  to  request  on  the  part  of  Dom  Pedro  that 
the  fortress  of  St.  Julian  and  the  Citadel  of  Lisbon  may  be  forth- 
with occupied  by  the  marines  of  the  British  squadron,  in  conse- 
quence of  advices  having  been  received  that  8,000  of  Dom 
Miguel's  troops  have  actually  reached  Coimbra  from  Oporto  en 
route  to  Lisbon,  and  joined  about  6,000  more  of  those  which  were 
under  the  Duke  of  Cadaval  and  Viscount  MoUelos. 

'*  When  this  application  is  officially  received  in  writing,  and 
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it  is  aucertaaned  that  the  Mignelite  forces  have  approaclied  as 
near  as  Leiria,  I  have  consented  to  disembark  tlie  marines,  on 
the  terms  which  I  submitted  to  you  in  my  letters,  of  which^ 
to  meet  the  possibility  of  a  miscarriage,  I  now  enclose  a  tripli- 
cate. 

"  The  Duke  informed  me  that  the  Emperor  felt  considerable 
reluctance  to  the  British  colours  being  hoisted  alone  on  the  posi- 
tions we  might  hold,  as  it  would  have  a  bad  effect  on  the  people 
to  remove  the  Queen's  from  any  fortress  where  they  had  already 
been  displayed.  It  was  proposed  as  an  alternative  that  Donha 
Maria's  flag  should  be  hoisted  conjointly  with  the  English. 

"  I  need  scarcely  observe  that  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  reject  this 
as  incompatible  with  our  position  as  neutrals^  in  which  alone, 
without  further  instructions,  we  could  hold  the  fortresses  as 
places  of  refuge  for  the  British  subjects. 

*'  It  wiU  be  at  once  obvious  that  if  the  Queen's  colours  are 
hoisted,  or  auy  of  her  troops  allowed  to  remain  in  a  post  con- 
signed to  us,  it  would  be  a  symbol  of  identification  with  Her 
Majesty's  cause,  and  the  inviolability  of  the  British  residents 
would  be  compromised  to  a  certain  degree,  should  Lisbon  be 
entered  by  the  opposite  party. 

^*  The  difficulty  was,  however,  in  some  measure  reconciled  by 
my  freely  acquiescing  in  the  wish  that  no  colours  should  be 
showii  on  the  ramparts,  unless  an  opposing  force  was  actually  in 
view,  but  in  such  case  the  British  would  alone  be  hoisted. 

"  The  Duke  further  expressed  his  hopes  that  the  first  vessel 
from  England  would  bring  out  the  formal  recognition  of  Donha 
Maria,  and  by  that  act  enable  us  to  take  a  decided  part  in 
co-operating  with  their  forces.  I  could  but  remind  his  Excel- 
lency that  such  recognition  without  further  orders  could  not  in 
itself  be  construed  into  an  authority  for  qut  proceeding  hostilely 
against  Dom  Miguel. 

"  I  believe  the  Duke  is  quite  awaare  of  my  desire  to  throw 
all  the  weight  I  can  consistently  give  into  the  scale  of  the 
Queen ;  and  I  trust  that  instructions  to  meet  the  contingencies 
referred  to  are  now  on  their  way.' 

"  I  have  trespassed  more  on  your  time  than  I  could  have 
wished  in  detailing  my  conference  with  the  Duke.  I  hope  I 
have  not  outstepped  the  intentions  of  my  Government ;  but  as  it 
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is  not  improbable  that  important  qnestions  may  arise  from  onr 
proceedings  here,  I  feel  I  ought  to  state  every  particnlar:  it 
does  not  at  the  same  time  escape  me  that  many  embarrass- 
ments are  likely  to  arise  from  the  natural  disposition  of  the 
Pedroites  to  involre  ns  if  possible  in  their  cause  in  whatever 
position  onr  men  are  landed,  if  for  the  purpose  of  protection  to 
onr  countrymen  only. 

*^  Some  doubts  have,  I  understand,  arisen  whether  it  will  be 
right  to  permit  us  to  occupy  the  Citadel,  unless  we  can  act  as 
allies^  and  take  an  active  instead  of  a  passive  part :  if  this  objec- 
tion is  seriously  made,  I  shall  at  once  decline  entering  it,  and 
propose  that  the  Rope  Walk,  or  some  other  secure  place  con- 
tiguous to  the  water,  may  be  assigned  as  a  place  of  refuge  for 
the  English. 

"  It  is  now  past  noon,  and  I  have  received  no  further  com* 
mxmication  on  the  subject  from  the  Government. 

*'  From  what  I  could  collect  from  the  Duke  of  Palmella,  I 
apprehend  the  Duke  of  Terceira  cannot  calculate  on  a  force  At 
Lisbon  exceeding  4,000  of  the  line,  and  perhaps  7,000  or  8,000 
more  in  National  Gnards,  Volunteers,  and  Fencible  Corps,  which 
are  as  yet  in  a  very  imperfect  state  of  organisation. 

"  The  battalion  which  marched  from  Lisbon  is  gone  to  Yilla 
Franca,  and  I  believe  another  will  be  pushed  in  the  direction  of 
Torres  Yedras ;  they  are  also  seriously  beginning  to  form  lines 
and  barricades  for  the  defence  of  the  capital;  but  if  the 
Mignelites  are  rapid  in  their  movements,  I  fear  they  will  be  able 
to  make  an  attack  before  any  advantageous  progress  is  made  in 
these  works." 


"  To  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Hardy. 

"  *  Asia,'  Lisbon,  16th  August,  1833. 

"  I  am  exceedingly  gp^tified  to  Rnd  that  my  proceedings  here 
on  the  occupation  of  Lisbon  were  approved.  I  hope  the  course 
I  have  subsequently  taken  will  be  equally  so,  but  I  assure  you  it 
is  sometimes  rather  difficult  to  parry  the  thrusts  that  are  made  at 
me  to  involve  us  in  some  indirect  means  in  the  cause  of  Donha 
Maria.     So  far  I  hope,  however,  that  all  is  right. 

'*  I  am  very  much  obliged  by  your  hint  about  allusions  to 

T   2 


^276  THE  LIFE  OF  SIB   W,   PARKER.  [1833 

neutrality  in  my  official  letters.  I  assure  you  that  I  have  never 
lost  sight  of  the  character,  though  I  have  unintentionaUy 
omitted,  perhaps,  to  repeat  the  declaration. 

"  We  are  all  reioiced  that  Lord  William  Bussell  is  the 
accredited  Minister,  and  I  hope,  for  the  reasons  I  have  given  to 
Sir  James  Graham,  that  we  have  done  right  in  declaring  the 
recognition,  which  has  given  great  satisfaction  at  Lisbon,  and  I 
am  glad  it  has  been  done  before  the  French." 


**  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
**  Private. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  16th  August,  1833. 

'^  It  affords  me  the  highest  satisfaction  to  learn  from  your 
letter  of  the  7th  instant,  which  I  received  two  days  ago  by  the 
*  African,'  that  the  Government  have  approved  of  the  measures 
I  adopted  on  the  occupation  of  Lisbon  by  Donha  Maria's  forces. 
I  hope  the  line  I  have  subsequently  pursued  will  also  be  found 
in  accordance  with  their  wishes.  I  assure  you  I  feel  greatly 
flattered  by  the  confidence  reposed  in  me. 

"  I  saw  Lord  William  Russell  early  yesterday  on  the  subject 
of  delivering  his  credentials ;  and  we  entirely  concurred  in  the 
opinion  that  it  should  not  be  delayed. 

"  The  arms  of  Dom  Pedro  have  not  undergone  any  reverse — 
on  the  contrary,  the  accounts  from  Coimbra  are  more  favourable, 
where  the  Miguelite  troops  are  found  to  be  in  such  a  state  of 
disorganisation  that  Marshal  Bourmont  is  unable  to  advance 
with  them  at  present. 

"Oporto  is  entirely  relieved  on  the  north  side,  and  the 
strong  lines  formed  by  the  Miguelites  in  that  direction  are  now 
in  possession  of  General  Saldanha. 

"  The  identical  day  appeared  also  propitious  (with  such 
people  as  the  Portuguese)  for  promulgating  the  recognition  of 
the  Queen.  It  was  her  name  day^  observed  as  a  strict  holiday, 
and  as  one  of  public  rejoicing  by  salutes,  illuminations,  a  Te 
Deunij  and  a  Court  at  the  Ajuda  Palace,  held  especially  to  cele- 
brate it. 

**  Lord  William  Russell  therefore  entered  on  his  diplomatic 
functions  in  the  forenoon,  and  the  British   squadron   having 
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joined  in  a  Bojal  salute  at  mid-day,  the  Captains  and  Com- 
manders,  with  the  Field  Officers  of  Marines,  accompanied  me  in 
attending  Lord  William  to  the  Levee,  where  we  were  severallj 
and  graciously  received  bj  Dom  Pedro.  It  must  be  confessed 
bis  Oonrt  was  more  numerous  tban  brilliant,  as  far  as  high 
rank  attended  who  were  i»nconnected  with  military  or  official 
situations. 

'^  It  was  very  evident  that  the  recognition  of  the  Queen  by 
England  difpdsed  great  joy  at  Lisbon ;  and  the  fact  of  its  having 
been  unaccompanied  by  any  direct  stipulation  of  the  Govern- 
ment as  to  change  of  men  or  measures,  appears  to  have  been 
duly  appreciated. 

*' It  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  now  act  on  the  principles  of 
moderation  and  justice ;  but  I  believe  nothing  would  give  such 
general  confidence  of  such  a  courae  as  the  appointment  of  the 
Duke  of  Palmella  to  the  head  of  affairs :  it  is  lamentable  to  see 
him  excluded  &om  office  at  this  critical  moment,  when  import- 
ant posts  are  held  by  men  whose  characters  have  been  hitherto 
marked  by  selfish  intrigue  rather  than  talents  or  probity. 

"  Prom  the  hour  Dom  Pedro  arrived  at  Lisbon  all  hopes  of 
his  being  prevailed  on  to  retire  from  the  country  vanished ;  and 
I  have  reason  to  believe  his  personal  inclination  to  remain  is  so 
strongly  supported  by  the  Duke  of  Terceira,  Viscount  Admiral 
Gabo  San  Vicente,  and  others  (on  a  principle  of  common 
justice  to  His  Majesty's  individual  exertions  in  his  daughter's 
cause),  that  it  cannot  be  calculated  on,  except  it  is  enforced  by 
some  unexpected  and  tmfortunate  reverse  of  arms. 

"  The  Emperor  professes,  however,  to  have  many  popular 
measures  in  contemplation ;  but  postpones  the  adoption  of  them 
as  acts  of  clemency  and  grace,  more  properly  attributes  of  the 
Queen,  and  calculated  to  give  additional  Scldt  to  her  actual 
assumption  to  the  throne. 

"  The  gala  yesterday  closed  with  an  opera,  got  up  for  the 
occasion  at  the  theatre  of  San  Carlos,  which  had  been  shut  for 
five  years.  The  house  was  crowded  in  every  part ;  and,  as  far 
as  popular  feeling  could  be  exemplified  in  such  a  place,  Dom 
Pedro  had  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  enthusiasm 
displayed  throughoot  at  his  own  presence  and  the  Queen's 
cause. 
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'*  Tho  lines  and  barricades  forming  for  the  defence  of  Lisbon 
are  now  proceeding  with  some  activitj  (not,  however,  before  it 
became  quite  necessary,  as  much  time  has  been  lost).  Eighty 
pieces  of  artillery  are  selected  for  mounting  in  commanding 
positions,  and  the  new  levies  are  drilling ;  but  the  numbers 
stated  in  my  letter  I  fear  are  exaggerated. 

'*  Colonel  Hare,  who  has  been  making  close  inquiries  and 
observations,  does  not  rate  the  Beg^ulars  at  more  than  2,500,  or 
the  Volunteers,  National  Guard,  &c.,  acPaaUy  arrived  beyond 
3,000  !  though  many  are  in  training  for  whom  arms  are  ready, 
but  not  yet  delivered. 

*<  I  mentioned  in  my  letter  (by  the  '  Pantaloon  *)  that  the 
Infante  Don  Carlos  had  declined  our  ofEer  of  a  frigate  to  convey 
him  to  Italy.     He  positively  refuses  to  embark. 

"  Admiral  Yiscount  Cabo  San  Vicente,  on  the  other  hand, 
has  expressed  a  hope  that  our  squadron  will  go  out  to  accompany 
Donha  Maria  into  the  Tagus,  whenever  she  may  come.  I  have 
evaded  this  question  for  the  present,  as  I  conceive  it  would  be 
contrary  to  the  wish  of  our  Government,  unless  I  find  a  steam- 
vessel  of  war  is  permitted  to  convoy  Her  Majesty,  in  which  case 
I  shall  be  guided  by  circumstances  as  to  sending  out  a  part 
of  our  force  as  a  complimentary  attention.  The  reception  we 
may  be  able  to  g^iye  her  within  the  river  may  also  have  a  better 
effect  than  any  we  could  exhibit  at  sea. 

'*  I  trust  the  Government  of  Dom  Pedro  is  not  likely  to 
offer  any  offence  towards  that  of  Spain;  they  must  now  be 
sensible  that  it  is  contrary  to  their  interests  to  do  so." 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
"  Private. 

**  *  Asia,*  in  the  Tagus,  19th  August,  1833. 

"  I  feel  most  sensibly  the  kindness  of  your  letter  of  the  12th 
instant,  received  yesterday  by  the  *  Hermes,'  as  well  as  the  clear 
instructions  it  conveys  to  meet  every  contingency  which  I  have 
as  yet  anticipated ;  and  I  am  truly  happy  to  say  no  step  has 
been  taken  which  compromises  in  any  way  the  views  and  inten- 
tions of  the  Government. 

"  I  fear  I  may  not  in  my  former  letters  have  sufficiently  ex- 
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plained  that  mj  proposition  to  the  Duke  of  Palmella  and  Admiral 
Yiflconnt  Gabo  San  Vicente,  on  the  subject  of  occupying  St.  Julian's 
and  the  Citadel,  was  merely  verbal ;  the  memorandum  I  trans- 
mitted to  you  in  triplicate  contained  but  the  substance  of  the 
part  I  was  disposed  to  take  in  the  emergency  contemplated ;  no 
notes  passed,  and  I  hare  carefully  avoided  any  written  document 
that  might  be  produced  to  support  a  charge  of  departing  from 
our  neutral  character.  My  proposition  to  the  Duke  of  Palmella 
was  confidential,  though  I  freely  admit  quite  explicit;  and  to 
prevent  misapprehension  I  read  to  him  a  copy  of  the  paper  I 
forwarded  to  you ;  fortunately,  however,  nothing  has  been  done. 
The  Duke  being  out  of  office,  our  conference  was  in  fact  con- 
sidered unofficial,  and  the  Qovemment  have  made  no  request  on 
the  subject.  I  will  take  care,  however,  that  they  shall  perfectly 
understand  that  the  whole  affair  in  contemplation  is  now  at  an 
end. 

*'  When  I  named  the  Citadel  for  occupation,  it  was  with  the 
hope  (in  addition  to  the  moral  effect  it  might  produce)  that  its 
capaciousness  and  accommodation  would  not  only  afford  protec- 
tion to  the  English  at  the  moment  of  attack,  but  refuge  also  to 
unfortunate  women  and  children  fiying  from  the  violence  of 
infuriated  assailants;  but  I  expressly  stipulated  that  access 
would  be  denied  to  any  soldier,  or  other  individual  in  arms, 
either  for  the  purpose  of  defence  or  safety.  I  signified  also 
that  I  should  apprise  the  Miguelite  Ceneral  of  the  terms  on 
which  we  held  the  positions,  whenever  their  forces  reached  the 
vicinity  of  Lisbon. 

"  You  will.  Sir,  I  am  sure,  forgrive  my  troubling  you  with 
this  further  explanation,  now  perhaps  altogether  unnecessary ;  it 
is  not  offered  in  justification  of  an  erroneous  impression  on  my 
part,  but  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  meet  the  subject  in  its 
various  bearings  should  a  question  hereafter  arise  upon  it." 


"  To  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Hardy. 

"  *  Asia,'  Lisbon,  19th  August,  1833. 
Extract. 

"  I  am  truly  happy  to  say  the  marines  have  not  been  landed, 
or  any  further  steps  taken  about  them.     This  Government  is 
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unwilling  to  Kave  any  aasistance,  morally  or  practically,  that 
they  can  help  from  the  English.  They  have  not,  consequently, 
made  any  application,  and  as  Palmella  was  out  of  office,  his  con* 
ference  with  me  on  the  subject  goes  for  nothing.  We  are  now 
upon  clear  ground,  and  I  will  take  care  not  to  outstep  the  direc- 
tions of  Q-ovemment  intentionally. 

"  As  Mr. *  is  now  recalled,  it  is  unnecessary  to  make 

any  reference  to  his  acts,  but  I  will  just  call  your  attention  to  the 
fact  of  his  letter  of  the  26th  July,  endorsing  the  application  from 
the  Duke  of  Palmella  was  actually  dated  the  day  before  the  latter 
was  written,  which  proves  pretty  clearly  (if  proof  were  wanting) 

that  Mr.  had   previously  arranged    the    transmission  of 

the  document  in  question  by  the  Duke,  unless  the  variation  was 
altogether  a  clerical  error.     The  originals  are  at  the  Admiralty. 

"  Captain appears  to  have  acted  very  judiciously  and 

promptly  in  extinguishing  the  flames,  by  which  he  has  saved 
much  British  property.  I  only  wish  he  would  not  pufE  himself 
so  much,  and  assume  a  less  bullying  tone  than  he  sometimes  does 
in  his  official  communications  with  the  belligerents.  I  have  given 
him  a  private  hint  on  this  latter  point,  to  be  firm,  but  not  arro-> 
gant  in  his  language." 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
"  Private. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  20th  August,  1833. 

"  By  a  telegraphic  message  received  last  night  (of  which  I 
enclose  a  copy)  there  appears  no  doubt  that  an  advanced  party  of 
Miguelite  cavalry  have  reached  Santarem ;  and  it  is  impossible 
to  dismiss  the  belief  that  Marshal  Bonrmont  is  about  to  move 
with  all  his  forces  against  Lisbon. 

"The  whole  of  the  regular  troops  have  been  marched  from 
hence  on  Yilla  Franca,  amounting,  I  imagine,  to  about  3,000,  but 
it  is  difficult  to  obtain  accurate  accounts  of  the  force  actually  in 
arms.  The  Duke  of  Terceira  is  still  in  Lisbon,  bat  daily  expected 
to  join  the  army. 

*'  The  frigate  *  Dnchess  of   Braganza '  and  h'ght  vessels  of 

*  See  Page  109. 
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Dom  Pedro's  sqnadron  have  been  sent  up  the  riyer  to  co-operate. 
The  expected  approach  of  the  Migaelites  caoaed  a  good  deal  of 
sensation  last  night  in  the  town,  and  additional  exertions  are  now 
making  in  the  nulitarj  departments ;  the  lines  of  defence  are  pro- 
gressing actively,  but  unless  the  number  of  labourers  on  them  is 
increased,  thej  will  not  assume  a  secure  form  for  a  fortnight  or 
three  weeks  to  come.  Troops  are  also  in  daily  training ;  there  is 
no  want  of  men,  but  I  fear  a  great  deficiency  of  arms. 

"  The  retreat  of  the  greater  part  of  the  besieging  army  from 
the  banks  of  the  Douro,  and  the  successful  sortie  of  General 
Saldanha  on  the  18th  will,  it  is  hoped,  admit  of  a  considerable 
detachment  from  Oporto,  and  I  beliere  measures  are  adopting  for 
conveying  them  to  Lisbon. 

"  The  excesses  of  the  Miguelite  troops  are  painted  in  frightful 
colours,  and  the  country  is  now  exposed  to  rapine  and  plunder 
from  guerilla  parties,  which  infest  it  in  every  direction. 

*' Should  the  Miguelifes  unfortunately  regain  possession  of 
the  capital,  I  fear  our  countiymen  will  not  altogether  escape  out- 
rage, as  some  of  the  residents  have  taken  a  very  active  part  with 
the  Pedroites,  and  a  few  even  to  the  extent  of  bearing  arms  in 
their  ranks.  Every  precaution  will  therefore  be  necessary  for 
their  safety. 

"  Whenever  the  city  is  likely  to  be  attacked,  I  purpose  to  dis- 
tribute all  the  supernumerary  marines  in  the  ships  of  war,  and 
place  the  '  Maitland '  transport  in  a  position  for  receiving  any 
of  the  English  inhabitants  who  may  seek  refuge  afloat;  and, 

as  Mr. 's  functions  have  now  ceased,  I  shall  arrange  with 

Mr.  Meagher,*  the  Vice-Consul,  for  securing  some  convenient  and 
enclosed  place  contiguous  to  the  water,  to  which  the  residents 
may  resort,  to  embark  from  in  case  of  need.  Mr.  Meagher  is  a 
very  upright  and  attentive  person,  and  so  conversant  in  the 


*  Jeremiah  Meagher  served  as  Secretary  to  the  Consul- 
General  at  Lisbon  from  January,  1810,  till  he  was  apjwinted 
Vice-Consul  in  December,  1821.  He  acted  as  Consul  on 
three  occasions,  and  retired  in  1867.  He  was  Agent  for  the 
Portuguese  estates  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  Lord  Beresford, 
and  Sir  Charles  Napier,  and  died  much  respected  in  1871. 
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detail  of  the  consalar  duties  that  I  have  no  doubt  he  will  be 
found  a  valuable  acquisition  bj  Lord  William  Russell. 

**  I  have  in  view,  as  suitable  to  our  purpose  for  a  rendezvous 
to  the  English,  two  wharves  and  their  storehouses,  belonging  to 
British  merchants,  which  are  in  the  neighbourhood  of  our  present 
anchorage ;  and  as  neuircd  proi)erfcy  thej  will  perhaps  be  prefer- 
able to  any  buildings  belonging  to  the  Gbvemment.  But  if  the 
Naval  Rope  Walk  would  not  be  deemed  objectionable,  I  beg  to 
propose  it  as  more  commodious  and  secure.  It  is  situated  on  the 
very  margin  of  the  river,  and  would,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  appro- 
priated to  us  without  difficulty.  Should  time  admit,  you  wiU 
perhaps  favour  me  with  your  sentiments  on  this  point. 

"  I  may  observe  that  the  British  property  is  stored  in  various 
parts  of  the  town ;  but  there  is  a  large  quantity  of  valuable  goods 
in  bond  at  the  Custom-house  in  the  Commercial  Square,  which 
will  be  an  object  of  our  particular  attention.  The  '  Done^  '  is 
moored  directly  opposite  to  it,  and  Captain  Fanshawe  will  be 
instructed  to  have  his  marines  in  readiness  to  land,  should  there 
be  any  indication  of  an  attempt  to  pillage.  I  shall  not,  under  any 
circumstances,  disembark  them  without  endeavouring  to  give 
notice  of  our  object  in  doing  so,  and  merely  notice  these  points 
in  anticipation,  in  hope  of  receiving  your  instructions  whenever 
it  may  appear  desirable ;  and  I  am  additionally  induced  to  allude 
to  them  from  the  barbarous  destruction  of  Portuguese  property, 
and  risk  of  British,  which  has  so  recently  been  exhibited  in  the 
Douro. 

"  As  the  *  Echo '  steam- vessel  was  no  longer  of  material  ser- 
vice in  the  Douro,  I  have  (after  consulting  with  Colonel  Sorell) 
withdrawn  her,  and  she  is  now  here  available  for  any  despatch 
requiring  celerity.  The  *  Savage '  will  replace  the  '  Echo '  at 
Oporto  if  it  is  found  advisable." 


"  To  (Charles  Napier)  Yisconde  Cabo  San  Vicente. 

"  *  Asia,  10  P.M.,  21st  August,  1833. 
'*  The  '  Fair  Rosamond '  is  this  moment  arrived  in  23  hours 
from  the   Douro,  by  which  I  learn  that  the  MigueHtes  have 
entirely  abandoned  the  banks  of  that  river,  and  that  Ferdinand, 
King  of  Spain,  is  supposed  to  be  dead. 
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^  The  latter  important  inteUigenoe  rests  on  the  authority  of 
a  Spanish  officer  who  had  been  dispatched  from  the  frontier  to 
Bon  Carlos  at  Goimbra ! " 


From  Sir  James  ChrcJuMn. 
«*  Private. 

"  Admiralty,  23rd  Angost,  1833. 

"  The  dispatches  which  were  sent  to  yon  by  the  '  Hermes  '  on 
the  12th  Angnst  will  have  informed  yon  of  the  desire  of  the 
Gh>yemment  that  the  marines  should  not  be  landed  except  in 
two  cases  strictly  defined  in  your  instmctions.  Your  letters  of 
the  12th  and  13th  received  yesterday,  especially  the  latter,  lead 
US  to  believe  that  if  Bourmont  shall  have  advanced  from  Coimbra 
as  far  as  Leiria,  before  yon  may  have  received  tlie  order  not  to 
land,  yon  may  have  occupied  the  Citadel  of  Lisbon,  St.  Julian's, 
and  the  Bugio,  with  the  marines  of  your  squadron. 

'*  In  circumstances  the  precise  nature  of  which  we  cannot 
foresee,  when  we  are  now  required  to  send  you  additional  instruc- 
tions, it  is  necessary  to  leave  a  large  discretion  in  your  hands : 
but  if  with  honour  and  without  the  compromise  of  the  safety  of 
British  interests  and  property,  when  you  receive  this  instruction, 
you  can  re-embark  your  men,  it  is  our  wish  that  you  should  do 
so  at  once ;  and  henceforth  consider  the  instructions  sent  by  the 
^  Hermes '  as  your  guide :  if  the  marines  are  not  disembarked, 
of  course  you  will  abstain  from  taking  this  step. 

'^  The  occupation  of  the  Citadel  of  Lisbon  is  more  objection* 
able  than  the  occupation  of  St.  Julian's  and  the  Bugio.  In  the 
first  place,  if  Lisbon  be  carried  by  assault,  your  tenure  of  the 
Citadel  would  be  precarious;  and  the  retreat  of  the  British 
marines  on  board  the  fleet,  under  terms  granted  by  Bourmont, 
would  be  an  unpleasant  operation.  Moreover,  St.  Julian's,  at  a 
distance  from  Lisbon,  is  a  safe  and  natural  place  of  refuge  for 
British  subjects  in  the  event  of  the  danger  of  assault  becoming 
imminent ;  and  the  possession  of  these  forts  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Tagus  is  almost  nece83ary  for  the  safety  of  the  British  fleet,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  retreat,  if  Lisbon  should  be  re- 
taken by  a  force  avowedly  hostile.  Our  objections,  therefore, 
are  not  so  strong  to   the  occupation   by  the  marines  of  St. 
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Julian's  and  of  the  Bngio  as  of  the  Citadel :  bnt  we  are  will- 
ing to  hope  that  jron  maj  have  been  enabled  to  avoid  the  neces- 
sity of  landing  yonr  men  at  all ;  and  even  if  the  step  has  been 
taken  by  yon,  that  yon  will  concentrate  yonr  force,  and  continue 
to  hold  St.  Jnlian*s  rather  than  the  Citadel. 

"  You  will  receive  an  order  to  offer  to  Don  Carlos  a  British 
man-of-war  to  convey  him  to  this  country,  if  he  shoxQd  prefer 
England  to  Italy ;  our  anxiety  is  great  to  get  him  ont  of  the 
Peninsula  almost  on  any  terms. 

'^  I  observe  that  I  have  put  the  case  of  Lisbon  being  cap- 
tured by  a  force  avowedly  hostile,  when  it  might  be  necessary 
that  yon  should  secure  your  retreat.  This  case  assumes  that 
you  have  landed  your  marines  before  you  receive  this  letter,  and 
that  Bourmont  shall  have  denounced  the  measure  as  an  act  of 
hostility  inconsistent  with  the  neutrality  of  G-reat  Britain.  If 
Bourmont  should  retake  Lisbon  without  such  declaration  of 
hostilities,  and  without  any  collision  with  the  forces  xmder  your 
command,  then  of  course  you  will  remain  in  the  Tagus;  and 
until  you  receive  further  orders,  consider  all  your  former  instruc- 
tions in  full  force.  If,  on  the  contrary,  which  we  can  hardly 
anticipate,  any  collision  between  you  shall  have  unhappily  taken 
place,  or  if  Bourmont  shall  have  declared  hostilities,  then  you 
will  hold  St  Julian's  and  the  Bngio,  if  possible,  dropping  down 
with  your  fleet  to  the  mouth  of  the  Tagus,  there  to  await  our 
further  orders. 

''  On  reading  this  to  Sir  Thomas  Hardy,  he  tells  me  there  is 
a  spot  of  high  ground  close  to  St.  Julien's,  which  commands  it ; 
a  battery  was  erected  there  by  the  Duke  of  Wellington ;  if  you 
intend  to  held  St.  Julian's,  this  spot  must  not  be  overlooked ;  and 
when  I  tell  you  to  remain  with  your  fleet  in  a  particular  case  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  you  must  be  guided  by  circumstances, 
whether  you  hold  your  ground  mside  or  ouUide  the  bar." 


JFram  Lord  WiUiam  RiMsell. 


"Cintra  (24th  August,  1833),  Saturday  Evening. 
"  We  have  got  the  guerillas  within  a  league  of  us,  and  there 
is  a  general  flight  firom  Cintra.     I  have  not  the  means,  nor  am  I 
disposed  to  fly,  but  if  I   am  made  prisoner,   I  trust  to  your 
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resoniiig  ns.  If  the  General  would  moye  a  few  troops  upon  their 
van,  either  en  masse  or  on  Torres  Yedras,  thej  mnst  retire.  I 
wish  jon  wonld  see  Napier,  and  get  him  to  vrge  them  to  a  little 
activity  and  decision.  Tell  him  that  unless  they  retire  he  had 
better  not  come  and  dine  with  me  to-morrow ;  and  send  twenty 
or  thirty  midshipmen  to  onr  rescue ;  but,  seriously  speaking, 
pray  find  out  whether  any  troops  have  gone  to  Torres  Yedras* 
and  let  me  know  as  early  as  you  can  to-morrow  morning." 


"  To  (Charles  Napier)  Visconde  Cabo  San  Vicente. 

''  *  Asia,'  Lisbon,  Sunday,  25th  Aug^t. 

"  I  send  for  your  perusal  a  note  I  have  just  received  from 
Lord  William  Russell,  that  you  may  not  unwarily  be  seized  by 
banditti  on  our  dinner  excursion  to-day.  You  will  also  judge  for 
yourself  upon  the  expediency  of  detaching  a  party  in  double 
quick  time  to  cut  off  these  guerilla  gentry 

"  I  was  much  pleased  with  the  progress  making  in  the  lines 
yesterday,  but  they  must  not  lay  on  their  oars.  The  positions 
appear  to  me  very  good,  but  at  the  same  time  very  extensive  for 
the  force  there  may  probably  be  to  defend  them.  I  do  not 
pretend  to  be  an  Engineer.*' 


IVom  {Oha/rles  Napier)  Visconde  Gdbo  8a/n  Vicente, 

*'  I  hope  by  this  time  the  gentlemen  at  Mafra  are  quiet. 
Half  a  squadron  of  cavalry  marched  last  night  at  nine,  to  surprise 
them,  and  I  trust  they  will  shoot  them  all. 

"  Lisbon,  26th  August,  1833. 
*'  I  am  going  to  the  Palace  and  will  take  Lord  William's 
letter  with  me.  Terceira  ought  to  send  his  cavalry.  I  will 
speak  about  it.  I  can  do  no  more.  I  have  every  point  occupied 
that  I  can,  and  I  have  our  marines  stationed  from  Lagos  to 
Peniche ;  if  they  do  not  look  out  for  themselves,  they  may  go 

to .     The  corvette  has  orders  to  sail  immediately.     I  do 

not  go  to  Cintra." 
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''  To  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  M.  Hardj. 

'< '  Asia,'  Lisbon,  26ih  Angast,  1833. 

•*  *  The  Campbells  are  coming,*  In  other  words,  I  believe 
the  Mignelites  are  advancing  on  Lisbon  in  force,  and  already  on 
this  side  of  Santarem.  It  has  cansed,  as  yon  may  imagine,  a 
good  deal  of  sensation,  as  the  Dnke  of  Terceira's  force  does  not 
exceed  6,000  men  at  the  utmost,  and  the  lines  preparing  for  the 
defence  of  the  city  are  still  incomplete,  thongh  rapidly  advancing  ; 
the  arrival,  however,  of  Saldanha,  with  2,000  good  troops  from 
Oporto,  is  a  very  seasonable  reinforcement,  as  he  is  a  host  in 
himself,  and  will  be  an  able  connsellor  to  Dom  Pedro. 

"  The  guerilla  parties  are  springiog  up  in  every  direction, 
and  a  body  of  these  gentry  were  two  nights  ago  within  four  or 
five  miles  of  Cintra.  Fifteen  of  them,  with  a  friar  at  their  head, 
have,  however,  been  taken  prisoners." 


'*  To  Sir  James  Graham,  Bart. 
"  Private. 

"  •  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  26th  August,  1833. 

^^  I  apprised  you  in  my  last  letter  that  the  advance  of  the 
Miguelite  army  had  reached  Santarem. 

"  The  accounts  we  receive  of  their  movements  are  very  im- 
perfect, and  the  various  channels  for  obtaining  intelligence  I  fear 
much  neglected :  there  appears,  however,  to  be  no  doubt  that 
]jisbon  is  their  present  object,  and  that  they  are  already  on  this 
side  of  Santarem,  though  we  are  uncertain  whether  Dom  Miguel 
and  Don  Carlos  of  Spain,  are  at  Caldas,  or  gone  to  Abrantes ; 
the  latter,  however,  is  the  more  general  impression,  and  we 
imagine  it  might  have  been  combined  with  the  accounts  which 
reached  us  a  few  days  since  of  the  death  of  King  Ferdinand, 
now,  however,  supposed  to  be  unfounded,  as  it  has  not  been  an- 
nounced by  a  courier  from  Madrid,  which  would  doubtless  have 
been  dispatched  on  an  event  of  such  importance. 

'*  I  have  stated  in  my  official  letter  all  I  can  collect  of  the  mili- 
tary operations,  and  will  not  trouble  you  with  a  repetition. 

*'  Marshal  Bourmont  has  certainly  made  great  exertions  in 
restoring  his  disorganized  army,  which  we  imagine  must  amount 
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at  least  to  15,000  men,  though  by  many  estimated  mnch  higher ; 
and  wanting  many  supplies,  particularly  shoes. 

**  The  reinforcements  of  Pedroite  troops,  already  arrived  at 
Lisbon,  and  now  on  their  way,  to  the  amount  of  2,000,  from 
Oporto,  are  very  seasonable ;  and  the  presence  of  General  Count 
Saldanha,  will  not  be  found  less  so  in  aiding  the  military  councils 
of  Dom  Pedro. 

"  I  understand  it  is  in  contemplation  to  draw  still  further 
from  that  garrison,  and  send  some  of  the  inexperienced  corps 
from  hence  to  replace  them,  which  appears  a  judicious  arrange- 
ment to  meet  the  present  emergency. 

'*  The  Government  has  issued  a  strong  proclamation  against 
individuals  improperly  found  in  arms,  or  retaining  them  without 
due  notification  in  their  possession ;  but  their  general  measures 
have  not  hitherto  been  marked  by  harshness.  The  city  has  been 
quite  quiet;  some  isolated  cases  involving  loss  of  life  fr^m 
private  revenge  have  occurred  within  the  last  week,  but  they 
have  been  altogether  very  few. 

'*  It  has  been  currently  reported,  and  with  some  air  of  truth, 
that  Viscount  Santarem  has  been  dismissed  from  the  Government 
of  Dom  Miguel,  and  succeeded  in  his  official  duties  by  the  Duke 
of  Cadaval.  The  old  Count  Bastos  is  also  said  to  have  fallen  a 
victim  to  the  cholera.  I  notice  these  things  merely  as  the  rumour 
of  the  day." 


From  Visconde  Cabo  San  Vicente. 

"  Lisbon,  27th  August,  1833. 
"  Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  forward  my  letters  ?     They 
did  well  the  other  night  at  Mafra.     I   feel  now   confident   as 
Saldanha  is  here,  and  will  have  plans." 


From  Sir  James  Oraham. 

"  Private. 

"  Admiralty,  30th  August,  1833. 

"  Nothing  can  be  more  satisfactory  than  your  two  last  letters 
received  by  the  *  Hermes.'  Your  prudence  in  making  no 
written  proposal  renders  your  determination  in  present  circum- 
stances not  to  land  the  marines  both  natural  and  easy;  and 
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Palmella  not  being  trusted  with  any  office  hj  Pedro,  whatever 
passed  between  you  and  him  was  of  a  private  character,  and 
cannot  now  be  resumed  in  an  official  form. 

"  I  approve  highly  of  the  arrangements,  which  you  detail  as 
precautionary  measures  in  the  event  of  an  assault  on  Lisbon.  I 
hope  that  calamity  may  be  averted ;  but  if  it  should  occur  and 
British  lives  be  endangered,  you  cannot  act  too  decisively  in 
covering  their  retreat  on  board  ship,  and  in  securing  them  and 
their  property  from  outrage. 

'^  You  have  judged  right  in  detaining  the  '  Echo,'  and  in 
keeping  her  ready  to  proceed  to  England  fi:x)m  the  Tagus  at  a 
moment's  notice  if  any  event  of  importance  should  occur. 

"  I  can  only  repeat  that  you  continue  to  enjoy  in  the  most 
entire  degree  the  approbation  and  full  confidence  of  His  Majesty 
and  the  Government,  and  that  I  ever  remain  with  sincere 
respect." 


From  Visconde  Caho  San  Vicente  (Oho/rles  Ncupier). 

•*  Saturday,  31st  August,  1833. 

cc 

*'  I  have  sent  a  brig  to  Sines.  Henry  goes  there  to-morrow 
also,  it  is  threatened  by  the  guerillas.  If  you  can,  spare  a  man 
of  war  to  protect  English  property, 

"  1st  September,  1833. 
'^  I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  accept  of  the  '  dismission,'  which 
is  the  polite  way  of  doing  it,  of  Santos,  as  he  is  a  perfect  Miguel- 
ite,  and  in  a  case  of  a  procession  was  himself  the  bearer  of 
Miguel's  picture. 

"  Friday,  2nd  September,  1833. 
«  Mt  deab  Admieil, 

'*  I  send  you  my  letter  to  Bourmont ;  have  the  goodness  to 
seal  it  and  send  it  to  him.  I  think  you  will  now  say  I  am  a  good 
boy.  I  saw  the  Emperor  last  night,  he  was  much  pleased  at 
your  civility,  and  offer  about  the  Queen. 

"  Yours  truly, 

"  CAPE  ST.  VINCENT." 
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'^  To  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Hardy,  &c,y  &c, 

''  '  Asia,'  Lisboii,  3rd  September,  1833. 

'^  You  will  find  by  the  public  letters  that  the  Mignelites  are 
closing  in  on  Lisbon  with  a  comparatively  strong  force.  The 
lines  are,  however,  now  in  a  formidable  state — 100  pieces  of 
field  artillery  mounted  in  them,  and  considerable  progress  in 
drilling  the  new  corps,  so  that  I  confidently  hope  they  will  repel 
the  expected '  assault.  A  seasonable  supply  of  good  troops  is 
arrived  from  Oporto,  and  more  are  expected,  but  arms  are 
wanted,  and  a  reinforcement  of  men  would  not  be  despised. 
I  believe  Dom  Pedro  would  now  be  glad  to  agree  to  any  terms 
to  secure  the  succession  of  his  daughter.  An  amnesty  without 
exceptions.  Restoration  of  confiscated  property,  inc.^  <&c. — ^thus 
they  are  ever  going  on,  neglecting  the  opportunity  of  adjusting 
their  differences,  when  success  enables  them  to  do  so  with 
advantage,  but  ready  to  treat  when  threatened  with  a  reverse. 
I  conclude  the  Miguelites  will  now  reject  such  an  overture. 

'^  The  general  feeling  at  Lisbon  has  certainly  a  right  direc- 
tion, but  we  begin  to  find  a  Miguelite  spirit  prevailing  in  the 
Alemtejo  and  Algarve,  and  I  fear  preponderating  amongst  the 
lower  orders  and  soldiers. 

"  It  is  asserted  that  Dom  Miguel  has  promised  the  troops  two 
days  to  sack  Lisbon  if  they  retake  it ;  but  I  cannot  believe  it, 
and  hitherto  there  haa  been  every  disposition  to  respect  English 
property. 

"  Sir  John  Campbell  is  fairly  *  shopp'd  *  in  the  Citadel,  where 
I  believe  he  is  likely  to  remain,  unless  sent  afloat  for  greater 
security." 


"  To  Sir  James  Ghraham. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  3rd  September,  1838. 

"  I  flatter  myself  that  the  return  of  the  *  Hermes '  will  long 
since  have  relieved  the  Government  from  any  apprehension  of 
the  marines  being  disembarked,  but  I  beg  thankfully  to  acknow- 
ledge the  clear  instructions  conveyed  to  me  in  your  letter  by  the 
'  Magpie,'  should  that  event  have  unfortunately  taken  place. 

*^  The  merchants  are  again  endeavouring  to  get  them  landed 
for  the  protection  of  the  British  property  in  the  Custom  and 
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India  houses,  althongh  thej  are  perfectly  aware  of  iibe  eontin- 
genciea  on  which  alone  they  can  be  allowed  to  act. 

"  I  have,  however,  pnt  a  ciyil  negative  on  th^  application, 
which  I  trust  will  keep  them  quiet.  There  has  evidently  been 
xnnoh  mischief  working  to  foment  by  misrepresentations  discon- 
tent amongst  the  residents,  which  manifests  itself  whenever  it 
becomes  necessary  to  caution  them  to  abstain  from  interference 
as  partisans.  I  fear  this  feeling  will  not  be  easily  allayed,  but 
yon  may  be  assnred  that  every  measure  I  can  devise  shall  be 
adopted  for  their  safety  and  acoommodatiom,  and  to  keep  things 
as  smooth  as  I  can. 

**•  I  can  add  nothing  to  my  public  letters  as  to  the  position  of 
affairs  here.  I  trust  the  lines  are  now  so  mudi  advanced,  and 
Strong  withal,  that  the  city  will  be  successfully  defended,  but  I 
suspect  the  statements  of  the  Pedroite  forces  are  greatly  exagge- 
rated ;  and  while  they  are  publicly  estimated  at  7,000  Regulars, 
and  10,000  Volunteers,  National  Ghiards,  &o,^  the  former  do  not 
in  reality  exceed  6,000,  and  the  latter  4,000.  Of  Bourmont's 
force  we  have  no  information  on  which  reliance  can  be  placed. 

'*  Sir  John  Campbell,  and  Mr.  Ferugo,  late  the  English 
interpreter  to  Dom  Miguel  (a  person  held  in  great  detestation  in 
Lisbon),  were  intercepted  recently  o£r  Figueira  in  an  English 
schooner  which  broke  the  blockade ;  they  were  on  their  arrival 
in  Lisbon  both  confined  in  the  Citadel.  Sir  John  Campbell 
applied  for  British  protection,  on  the  plea  that  his  opposition  to 
the  authority  of  Donha  Maria  ceased  on  her  recognition  by  his 
own  country ;  but  he  was  found  to  be  the  bearer  of  despatches 
for  London  from  Viscount  Santarem  when  he  was  made  prisoner, 
and  I  imagine  has  little  just  ground  on  which  to  claim  his 
release. 

"  Several  arrests  I  understand  have  tak^i  place  since  the 
Miguelite  army  approached,  but  I  believe  in  most  instances  they 
have  been  measures  of  security  rather  than  severity,  and  to  pre- 
vent mischievous  correspondence." 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  'Asia,'  in  the  Tagns,  7th  September,  1833. 
"  The  repulse  of  the  Miguelites  in  their  attempt  on  the  lines 
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of  Lisbon  on  the  5ih  haa  been  in  erery  wsy  BftfcJBfactoiry  to  the 
supporters  of  the  Qneen. 

"  It  has  shown  the  former  that  the  oitj,  as  at  Oporto,  will  be 
•traraonslj  defended;  aad  it  has  proved  to  the  latter  thai  a 
general  good  spirit  prevails  in  the  garrison;  the  newly-raised 
corps  which  were  under  fire  have  manifested  much  steadiness ; 
and,  above  all,  it  has  drawn  attention  to  the  weak  points  in  the 
lines,  and  excited  redoubled  diligence  to  complete  them.  The 
exertions  latterly  made  in  this  respect  have  indeed  been  very 
creditable,  and  it  is  most  fortunate  for  the  preservation  of  the 
city  that  they  were  not  delayed. 

*'  The  Miguehtes  wish  it  to  be  believed  that  the  attack  made 
was  intended  only  as  a  strong  reconnaissance,  under  which  they 
would  have  availed  themselves  of  any  favourablo  opening  for 
entering  the  city. 

*'  I  have  no  doubt  a  more  vigorous  one  will  soon  be  attempted, 
but  every  confidence  may  now  be  entertained  of  a  successful 
resistance ;  and  as  the  Constitutional  forces  are  well  supplied 
with  militiEury  stores  of  every  description^  while  the  resources  of 
their  opponents  must  necessarily  be  much  straitened^  and  alto- 
gether eat  ofi  by  se%  it  is  presumed  they  will  not  be  able  to 
establish  a  protracted  siege^  unless  they  are  covertly  famished 
by  Spain^ 

^  Lieutenant  Cknry,  who  was  yesterdi^  the  bearer  of  a  letter 
from  myself  to  General  Glouet,  at  his  head-quarters  at  Campo 
Ghrande,  informs  me  that)  as  fai*  as  his  observation  went,  there 
was  eveiy  appearance  of  the  Army  being  well  provided  in  the 
most  essential  points,  except  the  clothing  of  the  infaxrtry^  which 
was  in  a  very  ragged  condition,  and  an  evident  want  of  shoes ; 
the  appointments  of  the  cavalry  were  in  every  respect  better. 

*'  The  o£Bccrs  appeared  to  have  excellent  information  on 
every  pointi  and  in  this  respect  they  have  greatfy  the  advantage 
of  the  Pedroites.  Mr.  Gory  collected  that  a  strong  feeling  of 
jealousy  and  dislike  of  the  French  ofiScers  existed  amongst  the 
Portuguese  I  but^  I  fear,  little  doubt  remains  that  the  troops 
and  lower  orders  generally  are  steady  to  Dom  Miguel ;  indeed,  I 
h&ve  only  heard  of  one  soldier  coming  over  from  him  during  the 
action  of  the  5tlu  He  is  constantly  with  the  Army,  though 
probably  a  little  in  the  rear ;  and  it  is  supposed  that  Marshal 
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BoiLrmoiit  is  the  main  director  of  their  operations  though  Glonet 
is  ostensibly  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

"I  have  adopted  every  precantion  I  can  think  of  for  the 
protection  of  the  English  and  their  property ;  and  I  confess  I 
have  no  apprehension  of  their  being  molested,  or  any  injnry 
offered  to  their  stores  or  residences,  unless  they  are  hostilely 
occupied. 

"  Allow  me  to  express  my  thanks  for  your  very  kind  letter, 
received  by  the  *  Pantaloon,'  and  believe  me,  Ac. 

''The  loss  sustained  by  the  Pedroites  in  the  action  of  the 
«5th  is  supposed  to  be  50  killed,  and  162  in  the  hospital  wounded. 

''  I  fear  there  is  no  chance  of  Don  Carlos  being  induced  to 
embark  for  Italy  or  England." 


**  To  Sir  Thomas  Hardy,  Bart. 
Extract. 

"  7th  September,  1833. 
''  The  Lisbon  merchants  seem  now  disposed  to  quarrel  with 
Lord  William  B»ussell,  because  he  advised  them  not  to  interfere 
in  the  impending  contest.  I  have  adopted  every  measure  I  can 
think  of  for  the  security  of  themselves  and  property,  and  shall 
endeavour  to  prevent  any  reasonable  cause  of  complaint  in 
my  department ;  but  they  have  had  a  wrong  impression  given 
them  by  some  ill-designing  persons,*  and  are  difficult  to  deal 
with." 


''  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
Extract. 

"  12th  September,  1833. 
"I  do  not  apprehend  that  the  Spaniards  have  at  present 
any  intention  of  crossing  the  frontiers ;  but  as  we  shall  be  left 
temporarily  without  a  steam-vessel  to  give  intimation,  with  the 
greatest  expedition,  in  case  of  that  contingency,  or  of  any  other 
momentous  event,  you  will,  I  am  sure,  excuse  my  calling  your 
attention  to  it,  that  another  may  be  sent  out  without  delay, 
should  you  think  it  of  consequence  to  keep  one  here.      The 

*  See  Pages  46;  108, 109. 
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'Echo'  will,  I  believe,  require    considerable    repairs    to  her 
engines. 

'*  I  believe  Lord  William's  great  object,  in  the  present  de- 
spatch is  to  apprise  the  Government  of  the  intention  of  Dom 
Miguel  to  convoke  a  Cortes,  with  the  specious  view  of  showing 
that  the  majority  of  the  nation  support  him. 

"  I  have  stated  in  my  oj£cial  letter  the  trifling  military 
occurrences  since  I  wrote  by  the  *  Pantaloon.'  The  lines  are 
now  so  much  strengthened  that  I  think  the  Miguelites  will 
hardly  attempt  to  advance  columns  for  another  assault,  and  I 
feel  satisfied  that  they  cannot  succeed  in  one.  It  remains  to  be 
seen  whether  they  will  bring  up  heavy  artillery,  and  endeavour 
to  establish  a  blockade  by  land. 

**  Colonel  Hare,  by  Lord  William  Bussell's  direction,  had  a 
long  conference  yesterday  with  Marshal  Bourmont  at  his  ad- 
vanced picquet ;  but  from  his  report  we  are  not  led  to  expect 
the  Miguelites  are  disposed  to  succumb,  or  that  any  arrangement 
for  terminating  the  Civil  War  can  be  effected  at  present,  on  the 
basis  of  Miguel's  retirement,  and  a  fusion  of  interests.  The 
animosity  of  the  conflicting  parties,  is,  we  fear,  daily  becoming, 
on  the  contrary,  more  inveterate,  and  the  Royalists  profess 
themselves  confident  of  success,  grounded  on  their  possession  of 
the  principal  fortresses,  and  interior  of  the  country,  with  a  strong 
feeling  generally  on  their  side. 

"  The  late  accoxmts  from  Oporto  I  am  sorry  to  say  in  some 
degree  corroborate  this,  as  the  Queen's  forces  cannot  advance 
beyond  two  leagues  from  the  town  without  the  inhabitants 
offering  resistance,  or  retiring  on  their  approach.  Prom  the 
considerable  reinforcements  sent  to  Lisbon  the  garrison  is  now 
reduced  below  5,000,  including  every  description  of  troops ;  and 
the  Miguelites  are  found  to  have  a  larger  force  in  the  North 
than  was  supposed  to  remain  after  the  movement  of  the  main 
army  to  the  South. 

"  A  steamer  has  got  into  St.  Martinho  with  French  officers 
sind  men.  I  believe  the  Queen's  Government  are  negotiating  for 
some  armed  vessels  of  that  kind,  which  will  indeed  be  the  only 
mode  of  preventing  supplies  being  thrown  in. 

"  Lisbon  continues  to  be  animated  by  a  good  spirit,  and 
perfectly  quiet." 
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'^  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagns,  17th  September,  1833. 

^'I  have  bat  little  to  communicate  in  addition  to  mj  public 
letter,  since  the  departure  of  the  '  Echo ; '  bot  1  may  observe 
that  all  apprehension  of  the  Hig^elites  succeeding  against 
Lisbon  appears  to  have  subsided,  and  their  retreat  rather  than 
an  aiia4iky  is  now  calculated  on  in  the  city ;  indeed  the  inter- 
course which  some  of  our  officers  have  had  with  those  of  Boor- 
mont's  staff,  and  other  French  officers  serving  in  that  armj  con- 
firm the  belief  tiiat  they  consider  their  cause  in  bad  plight,  and 
I  suspect  the  generality  of  the  French  ofiicers  desire  to  retire 
from  it  honourably,  if  possible. 

"  Admiral  Viscount  Cabo  San  Vicente  has  written  a  letter  to 
Marshal  Bourmont  in  the  hope  of  promoting  this  object,  and 
inducing  some  arrangement  which  may  tend  to  the  termination 
of  this  destructive  Civil  War.  Dom  Pedro  and  the  Qovemment 
have  given  their  sanction  to  it,  and  the  Admiral  has  requested 
me  to  get  it  conveyed  to  the  Marshal,  which,  with  the  concur- 
rence of  Lord  William  Bussell,  I  have  cousenced  to  do,  on  the 
grounds  of  humanity. 

"  I  cannot  anticipate  a  favourable  answer,  but  feel  anxious 
to  render  every  aid  which  our  neutral  position  may  affi^rd  for 
faciUtating  the  slightest  approximation  to  any  measure  of  a  con- 
ciliatory character.  I  shall  not,  however,  fail  to  apprise  you  of 
the  result" 


From  Lord  WilUam  BmmbLL 

*'  Saturday  morning,  2l8t  September,  1833. 
'*  I  have  just  got  a  letter  from  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs 
to  say  the  Emperor  will  give  me  the  first  audience  to-day  at  the 
Palace  of  Bemposte  at  one  o'clock.  What  this  means  I  don't 
know ;  but  I  tell  you,  in  case  you  and  the  Captains  would  like  to 
go  too,  though  I  don't  suppose  it  is  at  all  necessary.  The  Vis- 
count came  here  last  night  to  smoke  a  cigar,  and  tells  me 
they  are  going  to  commence  a  very  active  campaign." 
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From  Charles  Napier  (Vuoonde  Caho  8aai  Vieenie), 

''  September  22nd,  1633. 
**  When  the  Queen  arrivefl  Bhe  will  anchor  near  the  '  Dom 
John.'  The  Royal  boats  and  the  Arsenal  boats  with  bands  of 
mnsic  will  attend  her.  The  boats  of  our  squadron  will  keep  the 
river  clear.  She  will  be  saluted  with  manned  yards  on  her 
arrival,  and  when  ahe  shoves  off  we  shall  fire  guns  in  saluting 
time  till  she  lands.'' 

''  September  22nd,  1833. 

"  There  can  be  no  difficulty  in  letting  sick  French  officers  go 
in  the  packet,  or  indeed  any  others,  but  I  will  speak  to  the 
Minister  and  let  you  know. 

^  Elliot  thinks  himself  of  much  too  great  importance  when 
he  says  we  should  be  happy  to  convoy  her :  poor  fellow  !  I  am 
sorry  taking  the  steam-boat  has.  deranged  him.  Excuse  haste, 
as  the  Queen,  1  hear,  is  off." 


"  To  Sir  Thomas  M.  Hardy. 

"  '  Asia,'  Lisbon,  September  24th,  1833. 
"  Although  the  belligerents  have  been  quiet  we  have  been  in 
a  bustle  the  last  three  days  from  the  arrival  of  the  Queen  and 
Empress.  Their  reception  has  been  very  satisfactory.  We  have 
rendered  all  due  honour  from  the  squadron,  and  I  trust  our 
attentions  have  been  felt  properly.  The  Empress  appears  a  very 
agreeable  person,*  and,  if  her  sense  is  equal  to  her  good  looks, 
she  may  do  much  good  here,  as  Pedro  seems  much  attached 
to  her. 

*  The  Duchess  of  Braganza  married  the  Emperor  of  Brazil 
in  October,  1829.  On  her  arrival  at  Rio  Janeiro,  to  become  his 
second  wife,  she  ascertained  that  he  had  a  mistress  at  the  palace, 
and  refused  to  disembark  till  the  latter  had  left.  The  Emperor 
was  inclined  to  demur,  but  the  Duchess  was  positive,  and 
declared  she  would  return  to  Europe  without  marrying  him. 
Her  courage  and  dignity  gained  her  point.  She  died  at  Lisbon 
in  1866. 
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"  The  retiremeDt  of  Marskal  Bonrmont  and  all  the  higher 
French  officers  is  an  important  point,  and  the  present  is  an 
inviting  moment  for  an  attack  on  the  Miguelites  before  the 
demoralisation  cansed  by  the  change  can  be  recovered.  Napier 
endeavoured  to  Jixge  them  on  last  night,  but  the  day  has  passed 
with  a  review, 

'*  I  think,  however,  the  machinery  of  Miguel's  cause  must  go 
to  pieces." 


**  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  24th  September,  1833. 

'^  Having  been  the  medium  of  a  correspondence  between 
Admiral  Viscount  Cabo  San  Vicente  and  Marshal  Bourmont, 
which  necessarily  involved  a  slight  participation  on  my  part,  I 
forward  confidentially  copies  of  the  whole  (which  came  open  for 
my  perusal)  thinking  they  may  afford  you  some  interest. 

*'  It  was  commenced  on  the  part  of  the  Admiral  with  the 
hope  of  effecting  some  arrangement  for  terminating  this  ruinous 
contest.  You  will  see  that  this  object  failed ;  but  I,  yesterday 
learnt  by  the  return  of  Lieutenant  Cory,  who  carried  my  last 
letter  to  the  head-quarters  at  Lumiar,  that  Bourmont  and  all 
the  French  Generals,  with  many  other  of  their  officers,  have 
quitted  Dom  Miguel's  army  and  retired  to  Madrid  in  disgust,  or 
in  consequence,  as  many  believe,  of  a  dismissal,  arising  from 
some  letters  between  an  aide-de-camp  of  Dom  Pedro  and  an 
officer  on  the  staff  of  the  Marshal  having  been  intercepted. 
We  know  that  a  hired  agent  had  for  some  time  been  secretly 
negotiating  between  Bourmont  and  some  persons  in  authority 
at  Lisbon,  but  by  whatever  means  the  change  may  have  been 
produced,  it  appears  an  important  one,  and  promises  advantage 
to  the  Queen's  cause. 

<<  Count  San  Louren9o  has  at  present  resumed  the  office  of 
Minister  of  War  to  Dom  Miguel,  and  a  General  MacDonald  has 
succeeded  Glouet  as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  army  of  opera- 
tions, who  objected  to  the  embarkation  of  some  invaUd  French 
officers  in  our  packet,  which  had  been  previously  settled  for  their 
accommodation  at  Bourmont's  request,  and  evidently  wished  to 
discourage  communication  with  vs. 
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"  Captain  H.  A.  Elliot,  of  oar  Navy,  is  at  the  head-quarters 
of  Dom  Miguel,  bnt  I  nnderstaiid  he  has  not  actually  taken 
service,  and  is  now  returoing  to  England  through  Spain." 


«'  September  26th,  1833. 
**  Mt  dear  Admiral, 

'*  Captain  Elliot's  letter  to  you  is  a  most  important  document 
for  the  condemnation  of  the  '  Lord  of  the  Isles.'  Will  you  be 
good  enough  to  let  me  have  a  copy  of  it  P 

"  Yours  faithfully, 

«  CAPE  ST.  VINCENT." 


From  {Ohdrles  Napier)  Visconde  Gabo  San  VicerUe, 

"  Saturday,  28th  September,  1833. 
**  I  send  you  the  enclosed;  will  you  be  good  enough  to  send  it 
to  the  enemies'  camp.    We  have  lost  almost  every  thing,  and  I 
beheve  I  am  the  greatest  sufferer.     They  saved  my  horse  only." 

Inclosure. 

"  Lisbon,  28th  September,  1833. 
''  General, 

"  The  *  City  of  Waterford '  steam  boat  has  been  wrecked 
near  St.  Martinhos.  The  greatest  part  of  our  effects  have 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  your  troops,  as  also  of  the  effects  of 
several  English  passengers.  When  the  squadron  of  Dom  Miguel 
was  captured,  the  officers  were  allowed  to  retain  everything  they 
possessed — even  to  live  stock. 

"  I  do  not  hesitate,  therefore,  to  ask  your  Excellency  to  give 
directions  for  the  effects  of  our  ladies  to  be  restored.     I  have  the 

honour  to  be, 

"  Tour  Excellency's 

'*  Obedient  servant, 
"  VISCONDE  CABO  SAN  VICENTE. 
"  To  the  Gteneral  Commanding  the  Army  of  Dom  Miguel." 

Ferdinand  VII,  King  of    Spain,  died   bn   the 
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29th  of  September,  1833,  at  the  age  of  49,  after  an 
eventful  reign  of  twenty-four  years.  His  will  was 
dated  on  the  16th  of  July,  1830,  and  appointed  his 
Queen  to  be  Regent  for  her  daughter,  with  a  council 
of  eight  dignitaries,  whom  he  also  named.*  The  Queen 
Regent's  manifesto  to  the  nation,  appeared  on  October 
the  4th.  Don  Garlos's  adherents  showed  themselves 
immediately  at  Talavera  de  la  Reina,  Bilbao,  Vittoiia. 
An  inclination  to  support  his  cause  wm  visible  in 
Valencia,  Catalonia^  Asturias,  s^^nd  Galicia,  whilst  a 
more  determined  feeling  in  his  favour  manifested 
itself  in  the  Basque  Provinces. 

"  To  Sir  Thomas  Hardy. 

Extract. 

"  *  Asia/  Lisbon,  30tli  September,  1833. 

"  The  loss  of  the  *  City  of  Waterford '  has  been  unfortunate. 
The  greater  part  of  the  traps  of  the  Empress  and  Qneen  have 
been  destroyed  in  her,  with  a  valuable  library  and  papers  of  Dom 
Pedro,  and,  I  fear,  considerable  property  of  Napier's,  but  his 
wife  and  family  fortunately  remained  for  the  '  Superb  '  steamer, 
which  arrived  yesterday  after  a  passage  of  ten  days,  having  been 
compelled  to  seek  shelter  from  bad  weather  at  Vigo. 

"  The  Admiral  {enire  novs)  tried  hard  in  the  first  instance  to 
induce  me  to  send  the  *  Salamander '  to  protect  the  passengers 
and  property  by  the  *  City  of  Waterford '  with  force,  if  necessary, 
from  the  Miguelites,  on  the  pretext  of  the  vessel,  having  been 
originally  under  the  protection  of  the  *  Salamander,'  and  con- 
sidering that  our  convoy  extended  equally  to  the  suite  of  the 
Queen  as  to  Her  Majesty,  although  in  a  different  vessel,  and  sepa- 

*  '^  Cardinal  Marco,  Marquez  de  Santa  Cruz,  Duque  de 
Medina  Celi,  General  Castanos,  el  Marquez  de  las  Amarillas,  el 
decano  del  eonsejo  de  Castilla,  Fuig,  el  Ministro  de  las  Indias, 
Caro,  y  por  Secretario  Ofalia.  Mas  sin  que  por  esto  quedase 
sajeta,  de  monera  alguna  a  seguir  el  dictamen  que  le  diesen." — 
Historia  General,  &c. 
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rated  bj  her  wisli  not  to  delay  bj  keeping  companj  on  the  passage 
ont.  When  he  found,  however,  that  his  proposed  measures  wer6 
not  »^fntqffihlft  by  na,  and  that  we  oonld  not  allow  him  as  a  belli- 
gerent to  take  a  passage  in  onr  steamer,  he  was  very  well  satisfied 
with  the  aid  we  afforded. 

'*  Commander  Austin  managed  very  discreetly  and  well ;  he 
got  first  into  the  river  of  Sfc.  Martinhos  to  offer  an  asylum  to  the 
passengers  and  that  part  of  the  crew  of  the  stranded  vessel  not 
made  prisoners,  and  which  were  then  under  the  protection  of  the 
Queen's  troops  detached  from  Peniche.  As  the  steamer  was  under 
English  colours,  I  hope,  all  things  considered,  I  have  not  com- 
promised our  neutrality,  or  outstepped  the  wishes  of  Govern- 
ment in  what  I  did,  which  was  with  the  full  concurrence  of  Lord 
William  Russell,  with  whom  I  previously  conferred. 

'*  I  do  not  write  to  Sir  James  Graham  by  this  conveyance,  I 
will  thank  you,  however,  to  inform  him  that  active  operations 
are  soon  expected  by  the  Queenites,  who  yesterday  landed,  by 
steamers  and  other  vessels,  1,270  infantry  and  200  cavalry  at 
Peniche  from  Oporto.  Having  also  the  command  of  the  river, 
I  presume  it  is  intended  to  turn  the  fianks  of  the  MigueHtes,  who 
are  disspirited,  and  consider  their  cause  almost  hopeless  ;  but  I 
believe  they  have  still  a  considerable  force  in  the  field,  and  the 
influence  of  the  priests  is  such  that  it  must  be  confessed  the 
majority  of  the  population  support  Dom  Miguel.  Hitherto  the 
MigueHtes  have  scrupulously  abstained  from  any  depredations  on 
English  properiy,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  respected  throughout." 


From  Sir  Jamtes  Graham. 
"  Private. 

"  Admiralty,  2nd  October,  1833. 

"  I  have  hardly  a  moment  to  save  the  post.  Your  despatches 
to  the  24th  arrived  this  morning ;  they  appear  to  us  almost  con- 
clusive, and  afford  a  reasonable  hope  of  an  early  termination  of 
the  civil  War. 

*^  We  are  anxious  to  reinforce  Malcolm  in  the  present  state  of 
affairs  in  the  East.  We  send  him  '  Caledonia '  from  Cork,  and 
you  will  hold  '  Talavera '  in  readiness  to  proceed  to  join  him  the 
moment  *  Revenge  *  arrives  in  the  Tagus.  1  am  sorry  to  send  you 
back  this  ship,  but  at  present  no  harm  can  be  done  with  you  for 
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a  short  time ;  and  in  the  Mediterranean  really  efficient  men  are 
wanted  at  this  critical  jnnctnre.  Nothing  can  be  better  or  more 
jndicions  than  all  your  letters  and  proceedings;  and  I  rejoice 
more  and  more  every  day  that  we  have  had  yon  in  command  at 
Lisbon  in  these  trying  times." 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
••  Private. 

"  '  Asia/  in  the  Tagus,  5th  October,  1833. 

'^  Everything  continues  here  much  in  the  same  state  as  when 
I  last  wrote,  and  no  military  operations  have  been  since  at- 
tempted on  either  side  by  the  belligerents. 

'*  It  is  imagined  the  Miguelites  have  it  in  contemplation  to 
retire  on  Santarem,  or  entrench  themselves  in  their  present  posi- 
tions, and  cut  ofE  the  supplies  by  land  from  the  city  ;  but  I  have 
reason  to  think  they  now  consider  their  cause  almost  hopeless. 

**  They  have  lately  moved  a  few  heavy  guns  from  Cascaes, 
which  were  unfortunately  lefb  in  that  fortress  when  it  was  dis- 
mantled by  the  Queen's  party  on  the  approach  of  Bourmont,  the 
carriages  only  having  been  brought  away.  The  troops,  however, 
are  in  a  state  of  demoralization  generally,  and  the  desertions 
increase.  An  instance  of  this  occurred  yesterday,  when  an  escort 
of  thirty  or  forty  cavalry  was  sent  to  the  Ajuda  Palace  to  accom- 
pany to  Lumiar  some  ladies  of  rank,  who  were  peimitted  to 
retire  from  Lisbon.  The  boats  of  the  ^  Asia '  conveyed  them  to 
Belem,  and  one  of  our  officers  attended  them  to  the  Palace,  when 
one  trooper  only  remained  of  the  original  party,  half  of  them 
having  deserted  and  passed  within  the  lines,  and  the  remainder 
dispersed  by  a  small  detachment  of  horse  from  the  city. 

"  The  Queen's  forces  are  collecting  in  strength  at  Peniche  by 
drafts  from  the  garrison  of  Oporto,  which  has  reduced  the 
numbers  for  the  defence  of  that  place  very  low,  occasioning  not 
only  some  uneasiness,  but  a  little  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of 
the  inhabitants,  that  a^r  all  their  privations  during  the  last  year, 
they  are  still  required  on  military  duty.  The  accompanying 
statement  of  the  strength  of  the  garrison  will,  I  believe,  be  found 
correct.  The  Miguelites  are  supposed  to  be  in  a  very  disorganized 
state  in  the  north,  and  their  number  is  not  estimated  at  more 
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than  5,000  of  all  descriptions.  There  cannot,  therefore,  be  any 
serions  apprehension  for  the  safety  of  Oporto.  Their  guerilla 
parties  are,  however,  overronning  the  Alemtejo  and  Algarve. 

"  The  '  Castor '  is  hei*e  in  readiness  for  Don  Carlos,  bat  I  find 
he  prefers  to  embark  in  an  American  ship.  The  captain  of  the 
French  corvette  *  Heroine,'  lately  arrived  from  Havre,  informs 
me  that  the  '  Delaware,'  line-of -battle  ship  of  the  United  States, 
may  be  shortly  expected  in  the  Tagns,  on  her  way  to  the  Medi- 
terranean ;  it  is  probable,  therefore,  that  the  Infante  may  have 
that  ship  in  contemplation  for  his  conveyance  to  Italy. 

"  Lord  John  Hay  *  is  jnst  come  from  Vigo,  where  he  went 
for  water  and  refreshments,  and  was  received  with  the  greatest 
attention  and  most  liberal  construction  of  their  quarantine  regu- 
lations.  The  Spanish  Admiral  Ghiruzete,  to  whom  we  had 
endeavoured  to  show  some  civilities  during  his  stay  in  the  Tagus, 
manifested  the  most  friendly  disposition,  and  in  common  with  the 
authorities,  rendered  every  possible  accommodation. 

''  I  understand  several  of  the  higher  class  at  Lisbon  have 
expressed  regret  that  the  Duchess  of  Braganza  should  have 
appeared  on  the  throne  with  the  young  Queen  on  the  last  Court 
day,  and  that  the  ceremony  of  kissing  hands  should  have  extended 
to  Her  Imperial  Majesty.  Many  of  the  nobility  declined  doing 
so,  and  I  notice  the  circumstance  to  show  that  they  are  alive  to 
the  distinction,  although  there  is  probably  no  real  cause  for 
jealousy  on  the  subject.  It  cannot,  however,  be  mistaken  that 
there  is  a  general  want  of  confidence  in  the  Gt>vemment  as  it  is 
at  present  constituted." 


**  To  Sir  James  Ghraham. 
Extract. 

"  '  Asia,'  Lisbon,   8  p.m.,  6th  October,  1833. 

"  Lord  William  Russell  has  this  instant  informed  me  of  the 
death  of  the  King  of  Spain,  and  that  Don  Carlos  is  gone  to  claim 
the  Crown. 

*'  As  his  Lordship  is  most  anxious  to  give  this  intimation  to 
the  Government  without  delay,  I  dispatch  the  *  Salamander '  on 

*  Then  commanding  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Castor." 
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the  instant,  in  the  hope  that  she  may  overtake  the  *  Confianee,* 
(which  left  the  Tagns  at  daylight  this  morniDg)  before  the  latter 
leaves  Oporto :  failing  in  this,  Commander  AtuNia  will  pvooeed 
to  Plymouth  with  his  despatches."     «... 


'*  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  *  Asia;  in  the  Tagns,  11th  October,  1833. 

*'  I  hope  the  successfnl  attack  on  Dom  Mignd's  army  of 
operations  yesterday  'vdll  accelerate  the  termination  of  the  oon- 
test  in  this  country. 

"  The  Queen's  troops  have  shown  themselvea  more  than  a 
match  for  their  opponents  in  the  fields  as  well  as  in  their  lines ; 
the  latter  have  already  fallen  back  to  Lonres^  with  every  indica* 
tion  of  fiirther  retreat;  they  are  supposed  to  be  short  of  ammuni- 
tion, and  are  closely  pursued.  Brigadier-General  Baron  de  8d 
was  known  to  be  at  Torres  Yedras  two  days  ago  with  a  division 
of  2,000  men  from  Peniche  ;  it  is,  therefore^  calculated  that  the 
Miguelites  will  sustain  a  serious  discomfiture.  They  are,  how- 
ever^  stated  to  be  still  12,000  strong,  with  a  large  body  of 
cavalry,  and  the  number  of  prisoners  and  deserters  brought  in  ia 
trifling.  The  losa  on  both  aides  is  uncertain,  but  undoubtedly 
severe* 

"  I  have  heard  nothing  of  the  In&nte  Don  Carlos  since  I 
wrote  to  you  hastily  on  the  6th,  by  the  '  Salamander,'  but  Lord 
William  Biussell  informs  me  the  accounts  from  Spain  are  very  ' 
satisfactory. 

"  A  French  Colonel,  who  has  lately  quitted  the  service  of 
Dom  Miguel  in  consequence  of  the  retirement  of  Marshal  Bour- 
mont,  and  some  severe  wounds,  asserts  that  the  crown  jew^, 
which  had  been  buried  by  Dom  Miguel,  near  Queluz,  were  a 
short  time  since  recovered,  and  deposited  with  an  individual  as 
a  security  for  a  large  sum  of  money  which  had  be^i  advanced 
for  the  Miguelite  cause ;  this  may  be  altogether  a  fabrication, 
bat  the  informant  appears  to  entertain  no  doubt  of  the  fact/' 


«  To  Sir  Thomafl  M.  Hardy. 

"  *  Asia,'  Lisbon,  11th  October,  1833. 
"  I  received  yesterday  your  letter  of  the  2nd  instant,  and  am 
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muc^i  gratified  that  tlie  line  I  have  pnrsaed  here  is  so  well  ap- 
proved. Ko  person's  commendation,  I  assare  jon,  is  more  ao- 
oeplable  to  me  ^an  your  own." 


From  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  Private. 

•'  Cowes,  12th  Ootoher,  1833. 

''  You  judged  rightlj  in  dispatching  '  Salamander '  under  the 
pecnliar  circumstances  of  the  case.  The  death  of  the  Eling  of 
Spain  at  this  juncture  is  a  most  important  event,  and  mus;b 
bring  the  whole  affairs  of  the  Peninsula  to  an  earlj  crisis.  As 
yet  we  do  not  possess  information  to  guide  us  even  to  an  accurate 
knowledge  of  all  the  fa^ctBy  much  less  to  any  safe  conclusion  with 
respect  to  measures,  which  it  may  be  prudent  to  adopt.  In  the 
mean  time  you  must  adhere  to  the  instructions  already  given ; 
and  we  must  keep  you  strong.  We  shall,  therefore,  send  the 
*  Endymion '  to  join  your  flag,  to  replace  the  *  Beividera,'  ordered 
home.  The  *  Salamander '  must  proceed  to  the  Mediterranean, 
but  1  see  no  objection  to  your  detaining  the  next  steamer  which 
joins  you  with  a  mail  to  be  kept  in  reserve  by  you  for  special 
intelligence,  provided  you  can  arrange  the  regular  return  of  the 
mail  by  a  sailing  vessel. 

'*  I  am  always  with  sincere  respect,  Ac." 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  *  Asia,'  Lisbon,  19th  October,  1833. 

"  The  retreat  of  the  Miguelite  army  to  Santarem  has  entirely 
relieved  the  vicinity  of  Lisbon  from  the  inconvenience  which  had 
been  in  some  degree  felt  by  the  presence  of  the  hostile  army. 
No  apprehensions  are  now  entertained  of  its  return,  and  supplies 
of  all  kind  flow  in  freely  from  the  country. 

^  It  seems  yet  doubtful  whether  the  Miguelites  will  maintarn 
their  present  position,  or  retire  on  Abraiites  ;  in  the  latter  ease 
the  Queen's  troops  will  probably  occupy  Santarem ;  otherwise  it 
is  presumed  they  will  fall  back  on  Olhandra,  within  the  lines  of 
Torres  Vedras,  so  celebrated  during  the  Peninsular  war. 

'*  The  cavalry  of  Dom  Miguel  is  estimated  at  1,200  strong,  and 
in  excellent  order,  which  gives  him  such  a  decided  superiority 
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whenever  they  can  be  fairly  brought  to  act,  that  an  attack  is 
considered  impracticable  at  present.  His  troops  generally  are 
much  distressed  for  clothing  aoid  pay,  but  they  do  not  desert  his 
stajidard  in  any  nnmbers,  and  we  are  led  to  believe  they  have 
considerable  magazines  of  stores  at  Abrantes." 


From  {Charles  Napier)  Visconde  Gabo  San  Vicente, 

"  Saturday,  19th  October,  1833. 
"  I  did  not  know  myself  that  there  was  to  be  a  row  till  I  heard 
it  i^is  morning.  They  keep  the  Emperor's  day,  but  there  is 
no  Court.  The  enemy  are  still  at  Santarem,  but  whether  they 
retire,  or  not,  I  do  not  know.  A  few  shots  were  fired  at  our  gun- 
boats, and  the  officers  as  usual  ran  away  and  left  them,  and  they 
were  set  fire  to.  The  loss  is  easily  repaired,  but  it  augurs  bad 
of  our  naval  officers." 


"  On  the  Anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  Trafalgar. 
"  To  Sir  Thomas  Hardy. 

"  *  Asia,'  Lisbon,  Monday,  Noon,  2lBt  October,  1833. 
"  J  send  a  few  lines  by  the  *  Atholl,'  just  getting  under  way 
to  convey  my  congratulations  on  the  anniversary  of  this  glorious 
day.  Long  may  you  live  to  receive  them,  and  our  country 
reflect  with  pride  on  the  deeds  of  its  fleet  under  our  great  and 
lamented  Chief." 


'*  To  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  M.  Hardy,  &g. 
Extract. 

"  *  Asia,'  Lisbon,  1st  November,  1833. 

"  I  am  quite  dismayed  to  send  such  a  mass  of  papers  about 
Madeira,  arising  as  in  a  great  degree  they  do,  from  that  old 

humbug ;  but  I  find  a  difficulty  in  separating  them  without 

breaking  the  chain.     I  therefore  let  them  go  without  abridge- 
ment  

"  Dundas  •  continues  the  same  fine  young  man  I  found  him 
when  I  succeeded  him  in  the  *  Warspite.' " 


*  The  late  Admiral  the  Honourable  Sir  Richard  Saunders 
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"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  Private. 

Elztracts. 

"  •  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  26th  October,  1833. 

*^  The  belligerent  armies  remain  in  the  same  positions ;  the 
Mignelite  army  fortifying  themselves  at  Sautarem,  and  too 
strong  to  be  attacked ;  the  Qneen's  troops,  in  their  immediate 
vicinity,  with  their  head-qnarters  at  Cartaxo. 

"I  hear  of  no  operations  on  either  side,  except  the  main 
roads  abont  Santarem,  together  with  the  com  windmills,  being 
occupied  by  the  Queen's  troops,  by  which  the  difficulties  of  their 
opponents  are  necessarily  much  increased. 

"  Dom  Pedro  went  to  the  army  yesterday  from  Lisbon ;  and 
it  is  imagined  they  will  ere  long  take  up  winter  quarters,  as  the 
rains  have  fallen  heavily  for  the  last  three  or  four  days. 

"  Accounts  are  received  that  Coimbra,  Alcoba9a,  and  Leiria, 
have  declared  for  Donha  Maria ;  and  I  understand  a  naval  force 
will  be  immediately  dispatched  off  the  Mondego  to  get  possession 
of  Figueira,  now  the  only  interruption  to  the  communication  by 
land  with  Oporto. 

**  It  is  also  in  contemplation  to  send  a  naval  force,  compris- 
ing two  frigates,  a  corvette,  and  three  transports  off  Madeira,  in 
the  hope,  from  recent  representations,  that  the  inhabitants  may 
now  be  disposed  to  acknowledge  the  authority  of  the  Queen ;  in 
failure,  however,  of  this  object,  I  am  informed  that  part  of  the 
ships  will  proceed  to  Angola,  to  bring  back  the  unfortunate 
exiles  which  were  transported  there  by  the  Miguelites  for  poli- 
tical offences. 

"  The  Miguelite  guerillas,  which  have  committed  great 
depredations  and  enormities  in  the  South,  have  lately,  by  the 
activity  of  Captain  Henry,  of  the  '  Donha  Maria  *  frigate, 
received  severe  chastisement.  A  considerable  body  of  them 
having,  by  a  ruse  de  guerre,  been  decoyed  under  the  walls  of 
Lagos  by  night    (in   expectation  of  gaining    admission   from 

Dundas,  K.C.B.  He  commanded  the  "  Powerful"  fix)m  1846  to 
1850,  was  subsequently  a  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  and  relieved 
Sir  Charles  Napier  as  Commander-in-Chief  in  the  Baltic  in  the 
Russian  war.     He  died  in  1861. 
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treachery  within)  a  destructive  fire  was  opened,  flanked  by  the 
vessels  in  the  bay,  and  followed  by  a  sally  from  the  garrison, 
which  caused  a  loss  of  some  handreds. 

"  Mooring  off  Sines,  Captain  Henry,  with  a  party  of  marines, 
subsequently  surprised  an  assemblage  of  these  marauders  at 
Santiago  de  Cacem,  and  made  137  prisoners,  which  were 
delivered  up  to  the  authorities  at  Sines,  and  every  one  shot 
under  a  decree  issued  a  short  time  since  by  the  Lisbon  Govern- 
ment against  all  found  illegally  in  arms.  It  seems  that  six 
Portuguese  marines  who  had  been  wounded  and  made  prisoners, 
had  been  previously  shot  by  the  guerillas,  who  had  also  perpe- 
trated several  butcheries  of  men,  women,  and  children  in  the 
Buri'ounding  villages;  the  miscreants,  therefore,  probably  all 
merited  their  fate,  but  this  sanguinary  retaliation  is  lamentable, 
and  will  not  I  fear  be  easily  checked  on  either  side." 


"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  2nd  November,  1833. 

**  I  beHeve  there  has  been  a  renewed  offer  to  the  Duke  of 
Terceira  to  take  command  of  the  Oporto  division,  with  the 
designation  of  the  Army  of  the  North,  but  he  declines ;  and  it 
is  strongly  suspected  that  the  proffered  appointment  is  solely 
the  work  of  intrigue  to  get  him  from  Lisbon. 

"  The  desertion  from  the  Miguelites  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Oporto  is  now  considerable,  averaging  about  ten  a-day,  while  at 
Santarem  it  is  of  rare  occurrence.  They  are  certainly  increas- 
ing their  force  there  by  enlistment ;  and  an  individual  who  lately 
arrived  from  their  head-quartors  reports  that  they  have  now 
provisions  in  abundance,  though  a  deficiency  was  experienced 
when  they  first  occupied  the  town. 

"  Reinforcements  on  the  Queen's  side  also  arrive  continually 
in  the  Tagus ;  700  English  and  Scotch  recruits,  and  450  Belgians 
have  landed  within  the  last  eight  or  ten  days,  and  a  considerable 
augmentation  is  still  expected. 

"  I  do  not  think  Admiral  Cabo  San  Vicente  will  be  able  to 
detach  any  ships  against  the  island*  at  present ;  the  inhabitants 
and  garrison  I  apprehend  are  disposed  to  follow  the  fate  of  the 

*  Madeira. 
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mother  coTmtry.  A  premature  attack  wonld  only  produce  dis- 
appointment, and  a  blockade  harass  and  irritate,  without  effect- 
ing any  real  advantage. 

''  I  lafit  week  enclosed  the  translation  of  a  public  letter  from 
Count  Taipa  to  Dom  Pedro  against  his  Ministers;  they  have 
replied  to  it  in  the  accompanying  'G-azette/  I  also  send  the 
translation  of  a  letter  from  Donha  Leonora  da  Camara*  to  the 
Emperor,  in 'consequence  of  receiving  a  dismissal  as  governess 
to  Donha  Maria;  it  has  been  secretly  circulated,  and  I  was 
unable  to  procure  a  copy  in  time  for  the  last  packet.'* 


Extracts. 
"  To  Sir  James  d-raham. 
"  Private. 

"  '  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  5th  November,  1833. 

"  The  *  Belvidera '  will  convey  accounts  of  an  unfortunate 
disaster  experienced  by  the  Constitutional  forces  on  the  2nd 
instant  at  Alca^er  do  Sal,  of  which  they  had  gained  possession 
only  a  short  time  previously. 

"  Admiral  Visconde  Cabo  San  Vicente  is  gone  to  secure 
St.  Ubes,  and  endeavoar  to  restore  order ;  bat  it  is  feared  that 
the  severity  lately-  practised  on  the  Miguelite  guerillas  taken  at 
Santiago  will  cause  an  unsparing  retaliation  on  the  prisoners 
which  have  now  fallen  into  their  hands." 


From  Sir  James  Qraham. 

"  Private. 

"  Admiralty,  6th  November,  1833. 

"  Although  I  have  nothing  particular  to  communicate,  while 

we  wait  with  anxiety  for  more  decisive  intelligence  both  from 

Spain  and  Portugal,  yet  I  think  it  right  to  let  you  know  that  we 

have  sent  Lord  G-eorge  Paalet  in  the  '  Nantilus,'  off  Bilbao,  for 

*  Donha  Anna  da  Camara  was  a  sister  of  the  Marquez  de 
Fronteira — a  well  informed  lady,  and  a  perfect  English  and 
French  scholar. 

X  2 
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the  purpose  of  protecting  the  persons  and  property  of  the  British 
merchants  in  that  city,  who  are  exposed  to  outrage  and  to  forced 
contributions  from  the  violence  of  the  Carlists,  whose  force  is 
superior  in  that  quarter.  This  ship  is  sent  with  the  knowledge, 
and  full  approbation,  of  the  Spanish  Queen's  Minister  at  this 
court,  who  it  is  quite  evident  begins  to  desire  the  moral  effect  of 
the  support  of  the  Crown  of  England  in  the  civil  war  which  has 
now  begun.  Lord  George  is  under  Admiralty  orders,  and  he  is 
directed  by  me,  after  communicating  with  the  Consul  at  Bilbao, 
to  run  down  the  northern  coast  of  Spain  as  far  as  Comna,  and  to 
visit  some  of  the  ports,  such  as  St.  Andrew,  iSbc,  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  gaining  information,  and  collecting  the  real  sense  and 
wishes  of  those  districts.  I  told  him  to  t-ake  a  safe  opportunity 
of  privately  communicating  with  you,  and  of  imparting  to  you 
such  intelligence  as  he  might  obtain.  The  success  of  Pedro,  and 
of  the  female  line  in  Spain,  are  now  identified,  and  an  early 
termination  of  those  fatal  civil  wars  is  eagerly  desired  by  us. 
We  look  with  anxiety  for  your  next  account." 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  '  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  9th  November,  1833. 

*'  The  disaster  at  Alca^er  do  Sal,  which  I  noticed  in  my  last 
letter,  has  b^en  succeeded  by  one  or  two  slight  reverses  also  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Oporto,  from  which  General  Stubbs  moved 
on  the  Slst,  in  consequence  of  positive  orders  from  Lisbon. 

"  His  troops  advanced  as  far  as  Grijo  without  interruption, 
when  they  were  driven  back  with  a  trifling  loss  by  a  very 
superior  force.  The  Miguelites  have  subsequently  appeared  on 
the  north  side  of  the  town,  surprising  a  picquet,  and  approach- 
ing very  near  the  lines. 

"  It  proves,  as  we  suspected,  that  the  Lisbon  Qt)vemment 
greatly  exaggerate  their  actual  strength  at  Oporto,  which  they 
pretended  by  the  official  returns  amounted  to  11,000  men ! ! ! 
(but  this  included  non-<Mimh(danU  as  well  as  bayonets).  Large 
detachments  were  made,  until  Villa  Nova  positively  became 
endangered  if  attacked  by  an  enterprising  enemy." 
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**  To  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Hardy. 
Extract. 

"  *  Asia,'  Lisbon,  lOth  November,  1833. 
"  Napier  is  gone  soldiering  on  a  secret  expedition  in  the 
Algarve.  I  fear  his  forces  will  scarcely  be  equal  to  all  he  con- 
templates, and  I  hope  he  will  not  fall  into  an  ambuscade,  and 
get  cut  off  by  the  guerillas  if  he  makes  long  marches  into  the 
interior." 


From  Sir  James  Graha/in, 
"  Private. 

"  Admiralty,  13th  November,  1833. 

"  The  copy  of  the  instructions  given  to  Lord  George  Faulet, 
and  the  public  orders  addressed  to  you  extending  the  limits  of 
your  command,  will  put  you  in  complete  possession  of  our  present 
feelings  and  wishes  with  respect  to  Spain.  Lideed,  with  your 
accustomed  foresight,  you  had  rightly  anticipated  them;  and 
nothing  could  be  more  judicious  than  sending  '  Castor  '  to  Vigo 
and  Goruiia ;  your  orders  also  to  Lord  John  Hay  were  all  that 
we  could  desire.  It  is  quite  clear  that  the  Queen  of  Spain  re- 
quires from  us  that  moral  support  by  which  we  have  upheld  Dom 
Pedro;  and  it  is  desirable  that  you  should  find  reasons  from 
time  to  time  for  showing  the  British  flag  in  the  different  ports 
of  Spain,  directing  your  officers  to  observe  the  strictest  neu- 
trality, and  to  respect  the  existing  authorities,  recollecting 
always  that  we  have  recognized  the  Queen  by  receiving  her 
Minister  at  our  Court. 

*'We  are  also  most  anxious  to  obtain  accurate  and  dispas- 
sionate information  with  respect  to  the  real  state  of  public 
feeling  in  the  different  provinces,  and  to  the  chances  of  success 
of  the  rival  factions,  if  unhappily  the  civil  war  be  protracted. 
We  have  ordered  Sir  P.  Malcolm,  under  similar  instructions 
and  for  the  same  purposes,  to  send  our  cruizers  to  Bai*celona 
and  the  parts  on  the  eastern  coast  of  Spain. 

"I  am  very  much  pleased  with  the  conduct  of  Captain 
Dundas  at  Madeira.  Your  views  on  the  subject  of  that  island 
are  quite  correct;  it  must  follow  the  fate  of  the  mother  country  ; 
and  any  premature  attack  on  it  by  the  forces  of  Pedro  would 
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only  ran  the  risk  of  some  great  catastroplie  within  the  island,  and 
would  dissipate  the  strength  of  Pedro's  means,  which,  even  when 
concentrated,  appear  hardly  adequate  to  overcome  his  difficulties 
in  Portugal.  Figueira  would  seem  the  point  which  he  should 
try  to  carry ;  and  if  Napier  would  take  that  stronghold  for  him, 
Madeira  and  everything  would  follow.  Pedro's  counsels,  how- 
ever, are  not  always  most  prudent,  and  if  he  should  be  so.  ill- 
advised  as  to  send  an  expedition  against  Madeira,  you  must 
instantly  detach  a  sufficient  force  to  ensure  the  safety  of  the 
important  British  interests  involved  in  the  fate  of  that  island. 
I  think  one  of  the  ships  sent  should  be  a  line- of -battle  ship,  on 
account  of  the  necessity  of  having  on  the  spot  an  imposing  force 
of  marines. 

^^  I  hope  and  trust  the  occasion  will  not  arise ;  and '  if  it 
should,  I  rely  with  perfect  confidence  on  the  prudence  of  all 
your  arrangements.  Great  caution  is  necessary  in  coming  to  an 
anchor  at  Madeira,  especially  at  this  season,  and  after  communi- 
cating with  the  Gonsal,  it  might  be  prudent  rather  to  remain  in 
the  offing  than  to  come  to  an  anchor. 

"  *  Orestes '  is  placed  under  your  orders." 


From  {Oha/rles  Napier)  Visconde  Caho  San  Vicente, 

"  Monday,  18th  November,  1833. 
"  I  am  sorry  a  previous  engagement  will  prevent  me  dining 
with  you  to-morrow.  I  had  an  unpleasant  trip  to  the  south. 
1  however  sacceeded  in  landing  120  men  at  Sagres :  they  were 
well  supplied,  and  the  guerillas  were  not  received ;  they  have 
now  force  to  keep  them  in  order,  but  I  could  not  get  the  cavalry 
on  shore." 

From  the  same, 

'*22nd  November,  1838. 
'*  I  hear  Don  Carlos  i§  forming  a  corps  of  Spaniards  on  the 
frontier.  If  that  is  true,  the  castis  foederis  is  made  out,  and  I 
hope  to  see  the  *  Jollies  *  on  shore.  I  will  be  obliged  to  you  if 
you  will  order  the  sheep  to  be  slaughtered  and  sent  to  mo ;  and 
if  you  will  dine  with  me  on  Monday,  at  half  past  five,  we  shall 
see  how  it  cuts ;  you  will  meet  a  pleasant  party." 
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'^  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
'*  Private. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  20th  November,  1833. 

''  The  pnblio  attentioii  at  Lisbon  has,  for  the  last  few  days, 
been  more  engrossed  by  the  obnoxious  acts  of  the  Government 
than  the  military  operations. 

'^  The  merchtints  are,  with  reason,  clamorons  at  a  decree  of 
the  18th  instant,  by  which  English  sovereigns,  Brazilian  and 
Spanish  dollars,  are  no  longer  to  be  considered  as  current  coin, 
but  valued  merely  as  any  other  mercantile  commodity;  the 
sudden  depreciation  which  this  causes,  to  the  amount  of  about 
sixpence  on  each  dollar,  and  on  the  sovereign  in  proportion, 
consequently  presses  on  all  who  have  large  sums  of  this  specie 
in  hand ;  and  their  disgust  is  increased  by  the  fact  of  the  Lisbon 
Bank  having  actually  made  considerable  payments  in  sovereigns 
and  dollars  after  the  decree  was  sent  to  the  printing-office,  and 
within  two  hours  of  its  publication !  !  ! 

"  A  second  letter  from  Count  Taipa  to  Dom  Pedro  has  just 
appeared  in  circulation,  denouncing  the  incapacity  and  vicious 
proceedings  of  the  Ministers  in  still  stronger  terms  than  his  last 
address.  I  inclose  a  translated  copy.  The  printer,  I  believe,  is 
already  sent  to  jaO,  and  his  press  destroyed. 

"  i  learn,  with  much  regret,  from  the  Admiral,  that  the 
Miguelites  have  retaliated,  as  we  apprehended,  on  many  of  the 
prisoners  taken  on  the  3rd  instant  at  Alca9er  do  Sal,  who,  it 
appears,  were  marched  into  the  interior,  and  there  shot  by  order 
of  a  Juez  de  Fora.  Two  English  officers  and  27  marines,  belong- 
ing to  the  *  Don  Joao  VI'  (flag-ship),  were  amongst  the  suf- 
ferers ;  but  in  truth  it  can  scarcely  be  wondered  at,  after  the 
summary  execution  of  the  187  guerillas  by  the  authorities  at 
Sines,  which  I  noticed  in  a  former  letter.'* 


"  To  Admii-al  Sir  Thomaa  Hardy. 
Extract. 

"  *  Asia,'  Lisbon,  20th  November,  1833. 
"  Napier's  trip  to  the  southward  failed.     It  was  rather  a  wild 
one,  and  I  am  glad  he  is  safe  back. 
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It  is  a  dreadful  warfare,  and  I  fear  will  not  yet  be  stopped 
without  foreign  interference.  I  believe,  however,  that  Spain  is 
now  quite  ready  to  join  with  us  in  mediating  between  the  belli- 
gerents. Napier  has  sent  his  largest  frigate  into  the  river  at 
St.  Ubes.  She  got  safe  over  the  bar,  but  went  on  shore  very 
clumsily  inside,  and  was  for  some  time  in  jeopardy,  but  is  now 
afloat  again  without  damage.*' 

From  Visconde  Gaho  San  Vicente. 

"  23rd  November,  1833. 

"I  have  nothing  new  from  St.  Ubes.  I  believe,  however, 
there  is  not  a  doubt  that  troops  have  passed  over.  I  saw  the 
Emperor  and  Freire  last  night.  I  do  not  believe  they  would 
hesitate  to  treat  if  an  opportunity  offered.  They  have  promised 
to  call  on  Lord  William  Russell  to  comply  with  the  treaty, 
as  the  casiis  ftederia  is  made  oat.  I  hope  he  will  require  the 
landing  of  the  marines,  and  I  hope  you  will  comply ;  if  they 
were  on  shore  in  the  south,  we  would  clear  the  country  up  to 
Salvatierra,  and  I  am  certain  Miguel  would  then  treat.  I  hope 
to  see  you  on  Monday.     The  Princess  dines  with  us. 

"  P.S.     The  news  by  the  courier  stopped  the  army  from 

going  to  the  .     The  *  Madrid  Oazette  *  says,  that  Spain, 

in  conjunction  with  her  allies,  France  and  England,  will  put  an 
end  to  the  war  in  the  Peninsula,  and  consolidate  the  peace 
of  Europe. 

"  23rd  November,  1833. 
"  I  have  written  most  strongly  about  St.  Ubes,  I  can  do  no 
more.     I  think  it  safe ;  but  they  ought  to  send  another  regiment. 
Give  us  the  *  Jollies,'  and  Miguel  must  go." 


*'  To  Sir  James  Oraham,  Bart. 

*'  Private. 

Extract. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  23rd  November,  1833. 
**  The  Admiral  informs  me  that  the  Emperor  and  his  Foreign 
Secretary  of  State,  Freire,  coincide  with  him  in  considering  that 
the  formation  of  a  Spanish  corps  for  the  service  of  Don  Carlos 
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at  Gastello  Branco  (which  I  noticed  in  my  last  letter)  meets  the 
contingency  nnder  which  the  British  marines  may  be  landed  in 
Portngal !  The  Admiral  is  very  nrgent  to  effect  it,  and  assures 
me  the  Gx)vemment  vnU  call  on  Lord  William  Rnssell  to  comply 
with  this  part  of  the  engagement  of  Ghreat  Britain.  It  is  nnne- 
cessary  to  observe  that  Lord  William,  fully  alive  to  the  entire 
change  of  circumstances,  is  by  no  means  disposed  to  accede  to 
such  a  requisition :  but  I  nevertheless  feel  it  right  to  notice  the 
desire  of  these  people  to  get  England,  if  possible,  to  make  common 
cause  with  the  measures  of  their  party y  rather  than  support  the 
real  interests  of  the  country.  Their  rapacity  for  sequestrations 
and  confiscations,  I  fear,  is  unchecked,  and  an  order  is  just 
published  for  enforcing  the  decree  of  the  31st  August  last,  by 
which  the  losses  sustained  by  the  friends  of  Donha  Maria  at 
Oporto  are  to  be  reimbursed  out  of  the  goods  and  properties  of 
her  enemies.  It  would  appear  that  any  feeling  of  conciliation,  or 
magnanimity  is  alike  unknown  to  these  Ministers. 

*'  It  appears  certain  that  the  Miguelites  have  been  making 
great  exertioas  to  increase  their  army ;  occasional  drafts  of  men 
also  arrive  for  the  Queen's  service.  Seven  officers,  22  young 
cadets,  and  280  Scotch  recruits,  under  a  Major  Christie,  have  been 
landed  this  morning  from  Greenock ;  but  the  latter  are  totally 
inexperienced  as  soldiers." 


'*  To  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  M.  Hardy. 
Extract. 

"  *  Asia,'  Lisbon,  23rd  November,  1833. 
**  Napier  is  vrUd  to  have  our  marines  landed,  which  he  thinks 
(with  some  of  his  colleagues)  we  may  now  be  called  upon  to  do, 
under  the  engagement  of  our  Gk)vemment,  in  consequence  of  a 
corps  of  800  Spaniards  having  been  embodied  and  armed  at 
Gastello  Branco  for  the  service  of  Don  Carlos.  He  does  not 
seem  inclined  to  admit  that  circumstances  are  entirely  changed, 
and  that  Spain,  formerly  considered  hostile,  now  comes  forward 
to  mediate  jointly  and  in  perfect  unison  with  us,  independently  of 
this  band  of  800  being  enrolled  against  the  Government  of  the 
Queen  of  Spain,  rather  than  Donha  Maria.   However,  the  Lisbon 
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MiniBters  will  not,  I  believe,  find  Lord  William  disposed  to  comply 
with  the  suggested  requisition  without  instructions  from  home  ; 
and  I  hope  nothing  of  the  kind  will  be  conceded  without  some 
stipulation  for  getting  rid  of  the  scamps  now  in  ofi&ce,  whom 
Napier  is  as  desirous  as  ourselves  to  see  kicked  out. 

'^  The  Miguelites  are,  I  fear,  gaining  ground  by  their  military 
operations.  They  have  increased. their  army,  and  have  got  a  con- 
siderable number  of  regular  troops  near  St.  Ubes,  which  is  in 
daily  expectation  of  being  attacked,  as  well  as  Faro  in  the  south, 
and  in  both  places  the  native  inhabitants  are  unquestionably 
favourers  of  Miguel. 

*^  We  get  on  admirably  with  the  present  Vice- Consul  Meagher 
at  Lisbon,  who,  as  well  as  Colonel  Sorell,  is  an  excellent  man." 


From  Viscmide  Cabo  San  Vicente, 

"  29th  November,  1833. 
*'  Can  you  tell  me  what  was  Dom  Miguel's  answer  ?     I  was 
with  the  Army  the  day  before  yesterday ;  they  are  in  excellent 
condition,  but  nothing  can  be  done  at  Santarem." 


'*  To  Sir  Thomas  Hardy. 
Extract. 

"  *  Asia,'  Lisbon,  2nd  December,  1833. 

"  We  all  shall  regret  the  departure  of  Lord  and  Lady  William 
Russell,  whom  we  have  found  very  friendly  and  excellent  people. 

*'*'  I  am  rather  amused  by  finding  myself  charged  with  busying 
myself  against  Dom  Pedro's  Ministers  here,  which  is  void  of 
truth  altogether,  though  I  readily  declare  that  I  think  them  un- 
principled scamps,  and  that  it  would  be  fortunate  for  the  country 
if  they  could  be  kicked  out. 

**  I  am  delighted  to  find  Lords  Q.  Paulet  and  E.  Russell  are 
promoted.  1  expressed  my  sentiments  of  the  merits  of  the  latter 
in  a  letter,  dated  20th  April  last,  and  marked  107,  to  Sir 
James  Graham ;  but  to  prevent  any  mistake,  I  here  indorse  a  copy 
of  the  paragraph  to  which  I  refer.  1  think  I  addressed  you  at 
the  same  time  about  Lord  Edward,  for  1  was  very  much  pleased 
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with  his  perseverance  in  maintaining  his  station  o£E  Oporto,  as 
well  as  for  his  filling  his  lower  deck  with  provisions  withoat  a 
single  difficulty,  in  order  to  supply  the  ships  on  that  station. 

"  I  have,  however,  written  to  Sir  James  Graham  by  the  pre- 
sent packet  a  letter  which  1  trnst  will  distinctly  show  what  my 
sentiments  abont  these  young  men  are.*  I  can  conscientiously 
declare  at  the  same  time  that  I  would  not  have  said  aught  in  their 
praise  if  I  did  not  feel  they  deserved  it ;  for  I  dislike  an  idle  or 
presumptuous  sprig  of  nobility  quite  as  much  as  I  admire  the  un- 
assuming zeal  of  the  parties  in  question." 


**  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  2nd  December,^  1833. 
Extract. 

'*  1  apprehend  Count  Remfert's  negociation  at  Santarem  has 
failed,  and  understand  Dom  Miguel  positively  refuses  to  quit 
Portugal.  It  is  believed  that  supplies  of  powder  and  muskets 
have  been  landed  for  him  at  Yianna,  and  that  Captain  Elliot  is 
gone  to  England  to  fit  out  a  naval  force. 

"  The  army  of  Saldanha,  on  the  other  side,  is  reported  to  be 
in  excellent  condition,  but  Admiral  Cabo  San  Vicente,  who  has 
lately  visited  it,  informs  me  that  nothing  can  be  effected  against 
Santarem.  He  considers  the  position  so  strong  that  it  would 
take  20,000  men  to  attack  it,  and  then  with  a  certainty  of  heavy 
loss.  The  Admiral  continues  very  persevering  in  his  desire  to 
get  our  marines  landed,  but  I  need  not  say  such  a  measure  is 
not  contemplated  by  us. 

'*  It  appears  the  Miguelites  have  entered  Santiago  and  Sines 
and  committed  great  excesses.     St.  TJbes,  I  hope,  is  safe ;  for  it 

*  Admiral  the  Lord  George  Paulet,  C.B.,  whose  last  com- 
mand was  the  '*  Bellerophon,"  80,  during  the  Russian  war ;  and 
Admiral  the  Lord  Edward  Russell,  C.B.,  whose  last  command 
was  the  "  Vengeance,"  84,  during  the  Russian  war.  Both  these 
officers,  throughout  their  whole  and  important  careers  of  active 
service,  maintained  fully  the  character  g^en  of  them  at  this  time 
by  Sir  William  Parkelr. 
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is  a  place  of  much  importance  now,  and  I  am  told  that  at  spring 
tides,  line-of-battle  ships  may  pass  the  bar.  I  shall  direct 
Lieutenant  Williams,  of  the  ^  Royalist,'  to  sound  and  ascertain 
this  fact,  when  the  weather  is  practicable.** 


Frorni  Lord  WiUia/nt  Russell. 

*'  Saturday  afternoon,  7th  December,  1833. 

'^  An  order  has  been  given  to  arrest  Count  Taipa.    He  wishes 
to  know  if  you  will  allow  him  to  take  refuge  on  board  your 
ship." 
Endorsed  thus : — 

"  This  note  was  delivered  on  the  afternoon  of  the  7th  De- 
cember, 1833,  by  Coant  Taipa,  who  was  accompanied  on  board 
the  ^  Asia,*  by  the  Marquis  of  Loul6  and  Coant  Ficalho.  The 
former  a  brother-in-law,  and  both  aides-de-camp  to  the  Emperor 
Dom  Pedro.*' 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
Extracts. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  7th  December,  1833. 

"  4  P.M. 

**  Count  Taipa  has  just  come  on  board  to  seek  refuge,  in 
consequence  of  an  order  having  been  issued  for  his  arrest,  and 
an  attempt  to  execute  it  in  the  street  by  a  common  bailiff.  He 
was  accompanied  to  the  *  Asia '  by  the  Marquis  Louie  and  Count 
Ficalho,  both  aides-de-camp  of  Dom  Pedro,  and  I  have  not 
hesitated  to  receive  him.  The  Dukes  of  Palmella  and  Terceira, 
with  most  of  the  peers  in  Lisbon,  immediately  met  and  signed 
a  protest  against  this  breach  of  privilege  towards  their  compeer, 
of  which  I  understand  the  Emperor  disavows  any  previous 
knowledge,  attributing  the  act  to  his  Ministers.  I  conclude 
Count  Taipa  will  soon  be  able  to  land  again,  and  I  hope  the 
asylum  I  have  afforded  him  will  be  approved. 

"  15th  December,  1833. 
"  Napier  has  had  an  audience  for  the  purpose  of  remonstrating 
against  some  recent  orders  of  the  Minister  of  Marine,  ruinous  to 
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the  discipline  he  has  been  establishing  in  the  l^avj.  He  took 
the  opportunity  of  representing  to  the  Emperor  the  unpopu- 
larity *and  mismanagement  of  his  Cabinet,  but  it  was  coldlj 

received 

'*  General  Stubbs  has  been  superseded  at  Oporto,  and  arrived 
here  a  few  days  ago  much  disgusted.  Colonel  Shawe,  com- 
manding the  Scotch  battalion  (and  one  of  their  best  officers), 
threatens  also  to  retire  in  consequence  of  some  offensive  treat- 
ment  on  the  part  of  Government,  connected  with  the  pay  and 
clothing  of  his  regiment." 


"  To  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Hardy. 
Extracts. 

"  *  Asia,'  Lisbon,  7th  December^  1883. 

"  When  you  have  a  small  vessel  to  spare,  I  shall  be  glad  to 
have  another  here  again,  as  I  think  1  can  find  proper  occupation 
for  her.  Two  should  be  oif  the  Douro,  to  pick  up  the  mails,  or 
they  will  pass  unperceived  at  this  season,  when  the  frigates 
allotted  for  that  station  will  be  better  at  Vigo,  unless  Oporto  is 
in  danger  of  attack,  and  one. of  these  small  vessels  has  the  occa- 
sional duty  also  of  communicating  with  Figueira,  for  the  pro- 
tection, <fec.,  of  our  merchants. 

*'  General  Macdonnell  is  decidedly  averse  to  any  communica- 
tion with  us,  and  was  barely  civil  to  Colonel  Hare,  who  was  the 
bearer  of  a  letter  from  Lord  William  Russell,  a  day  or  two  ago  ; 
indeed,  he  positively  refused  to  admit  him  within  the  town  of 
Santarem.  He  cannot,  however,  be  blamed  for  this,  and  so  far 
he  appears  to  be  the  most  efficient  general  the  MigiieUtes  have 
had  in  command. 

"  Napier  will,  I  fear,  embroil  himself  with  the  Portuguese 
Government,  from  his  zeal  to  correct  long-standing  abuses  in  the 
arsenal,  and  his  incautious  exposure  of  their  practices,  as  well 
as  some  sweeping  discharges  of  worthless  vagabonds.  They 
know  our  countryman's  value  too  well  to  dispense  with  him 
before  their  cause  is  secure,  but,  depend  upon  it,  they  will  get 
rid  of  him  as  soon  as  they  can.  The  said  Yisconde  has  written 
to, Lord  Palmerston  to  urge  assistance  from  England." 
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"  To  Sir  Thomas  Hardy. 

"  14th  December,  1853. 
''  I  hope  yon  will  let  the  '  Donegal '  remain  here  as  long  as 
you  are  able.  Fanshawe*  is  a  great  acquisition  anywhere,  and 
his  natural  discretion  and  good  judgment  render  him  peculiarly 
calculated  to  meet  the  intrigues  by  which  we  are  surrounded  at 
Lisbon.*' 


From  Sir  James  Oraham. 

**  Admiralty,  10th  December,  1833. 

**  I  am  about  to  leave  London  for  the  country  for  a  fortnight ; 
but  before  I  go,  I  wish  to  tell  you,  that  I  have  represented  to 
the  Foreign  Office,  and  to  the  Post  Office,  the  propriety  of  sub* 
stituting  Vigo  for  Coruna,  as  the  port  of  delivery  for  the  Spanish 
mail ;  and  I  hope  that  your  advice,  which  I  consider  judicious, 
will  be  followed. 

*'  No  settlement  of  affairs  in  Portugal  will  be  permanent  or 
satisfactory,  which  does  not  exclude  from  sovereign  power  both 
Pedro  and  Miguel,  and  which  does  not  establish  a  Hegency  in  the 
name  of  the  Queen,  on  the  constitutional  basis  of  a  complete 
amnesty  and  of  limited  power. 

"  Spain  might  settle  the  question  by  offering  to  attack 
Santarem  in  the  rear  on  some  such  conditions ;  unless  Miguel 
would  consent  to  an  armistice  for  the  purpose  of  concluding 
some  such  arrangement.  Surely  at  the  same  time  the  moderate 
men  of  both  parties  might  come  to  an  understanding ;  and  either 
army  declaring  for  this  mode  of  terminating  the  contest  would 
settle  the  matter  at  once. 

*  The  late  Admiral  Sir  Arthur  Fanshawe,  K.C.B.,  who  after- 
wards filled  many  important  posts,  with  great  credit  to  himself 
and  advantage  to  the  public  service.  He  was  Captain  of  the 
"  Princess  Charlotte,'*  when  she  carried  Sir  Robert  Stopford's 
flag ;  Commodore,  1st  Class,  in  command  on  the  West  Coast  of 
Africa ;  Rear- Admiral  Superintendent  of  Portsmouth  Dockyard, 
and  successively  Commander-in-Chief  in  North  America,  aud 
the  West  Indies,  the  Mediterranean,  and  at  Plymouth.  He  died 
in  1864. 
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"  We  are  qxiietly  preparing  some  sbips-of-tlie-line ;  and  it 
will  depend  on  the  explanations  of  Bnssia  with  regard  to  her 
armaments,  both  in  the  Black  Sea  and  in  the  Baltic,  whether  in 
the  spring  we  shall  be  able  to  maintain  the  general  peace." 


**  To  Sir  Thomas  Hardy. 
Extract. 

"  *  Asia/  Lisbon,  28th  December,  1833. 
"  I  conld  scarcely  have  imagined  that  malignity  could  have 
gone  the  length  of  publishing  the  tissue  of  falsehoods  contained 
in  the  *  Courier  *  newspaper,  on  the  7th  and  9th  instant ! !  I  need 
not  assure  you  that  every  sentiment  ascribed  to  me  is  directly 
contrary  to  the  real  bias  of  my  feelings.  I  have,  however,  oh  all 
occasions  endeavoured  to  suppress  them,  and  act  consistently 
with  the  spirit  of  my  orders." 


"  To  Sir  Thomas  Hardy. 
Extract. 

"  28th  December,  1 833. 

"  General  Povoas  has  superseded  General  Macdonnell,  in  the 
command  of  MigueVs  army :  a  measure  that  I  hail  with  satis- 
faction, as  it  betokens  a  want  of  confidence  among  the  Miguelites, 
and  a  jealousy  of  those  officers  who  serve  their  cause  best. 
Povoas  is  considered  a  good  officer,  but  either  from  treachery  or 
indecision,  he  lost  an  opportunity  of  getting  possession  of  Oporto, 
soon  after  Pedro  landed,  that  I  trust  will  not  be  offered  him 
again. 

^'  Napier  is  a  good  deal  disgusted  at  the  proceedings  of  the 
men  in  power,  and  expresses  it  openly. 

"  You  will  probably  before  this  reaches  you,  have  been  sur- 
prised  at  the  arrival  in  England  of  the  *  Dom  Pedro '  legate,  which 
sailed  thirty  hours  after  our  last  packet,  being  dispatched  by  the 
Admiral  without  waiting  the  sanction  of  his  Government.  The 
*  Dom  Pedro '  is,  I  believe,  to  be  followed  by  other  frigates  and  a 
corvette,  and  their  object  is  to  get  hold  of  the  ships,  said  to  be 
fitting  in  the  Thames  for  the  service  of  Dom  Miguel,  whenever 
they  proceed  to  sea. 

"  Some  people  conjecture  that  as  the  prize  money,  <fcc.,  due 
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to  Donha  Maria's  squadron  is  secured  on  the  ships  themselves, 
the  payment  can  be  accelerated,  if  not  altogether  secured,  by  their 
being  in  England.  I  notice  this,  however,  as  a  gossiping  report 
which  I  do  not  at  all  believe. 

*'  Napier  certainly  wished  Sarmiento,  the  Minister,  to  have 
gone  to  England  in  the  'Dom  Pedro,*  as  the  best  ostensible 
reason  for  her  voyage,  but  he  preferred  the  *  James  Watt  * 
steamer." 


321 


CHAPTER  VI. 

REAR-ADMIRAIi  IN  COMMAND,  PORTUGAL,  MADEIRA^ 

AND  THE  Azores. — One  of  the  Lords  CoMiiis- 

SIONERS  OF  the  ADMIRALTY. 

"  The  method  which  the  Author  has  pursued  in  the  History 
of  Clarissa  is  the  same  as  in  the  Life  of  Pamela.  Both  are  related 
in  familiar  letters  hj  the  parties  themselves,  at  the  very  time  in 
which  the  events  happened;  and  this  method  has  given  the 
Author  great  advantages,  whicli  he  could  not  have  derived  from 
any  other  species  of  narration." — Richardson's  Works,  Postscript 
to  "  Clarissa  Harlowe.'* 

1834. 

From  Sir  James  Orakam, 

"  Admiralty,  18th  January,  1834. 

*'  During  my  absence  from  London  in  the  north  I  liad  the 
satisfaction  of  regularly  receiving  your  various  private  commu- 
nications, addressed  either  to  me,  or  to  Sir  Thomas  Hardy,  con- 
taining the  details  of  events  in  Portugal,  and  your  observations 
upon  them. 

^*  In  your  last  letter  to  Sir  Thomas  Hardy,  you  express  an 
opinion  that  without  *  practical  foreign  interference'  the  civil 
war  may  be  indefinitely  prolonged :  this  is  a  fatal  calamity  to 
Portugal,  and  an  evil  very  seriously  alfecting  British  interests, 
yet  by  Treaty  no  case  has  arisen  which  compels  interference  on 
our  part ;  and  at  the  present  moment,  and  under  existing  circum- 
stances, we  shall  still  abstain  from  exercising  our  undoubted 

VOL.  II.  Y 
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right  of  interfering  in  a  case  of  dispnted  snccession,  and  from 
sending  troops  to  snstain  the  cause  of  Donha  Maria,  whose  title 
to  the  throne  of  Portugal  has  been  fully  recognised  by  His 
Majesty's  Grovemment. 

"  But,  independently  of  every  other  consideration,  if  our 
engagements  with  Portugal  had  demanded  active  interference, 
or  if  our  view  of  State  necessity  had  led  to  the  contemplation  of 
measures  of  this  nature,  the  conduct  of  Dom  Pedro  since  his 
arrival  in  Lisbon  would  have  rendered  decisive  co-operation  on 
our  part  impossible,  unless  by  an  amnesty,  granted  in  good  faith, 
he  had  conciliated  those  whose  fears  still  keep  them  at  a  distance 
from  him ;  and  unless  by  the  formation  of  a  Ministry  entitled  by 
character  to  public  confidence  he  gave  good  security  for  the 
assembling  of  a  Cortes,  to  which  might  be  referred  the  questions 
of  the  Regency,  and  of  the  marriage  of  the  Queen.  It  never 
canr  be  an  object  of  British  policy  to  interfere  in  the  affairs  of 
Portugal,  unless  it  be  to  secure  her  independence,  and  to  give 
peace  by  establishing  it  on  a  basis  satisfactory  to  the  nation.  If 
Miguel  were  overthrown,  to  be  replaced  by  Pedro  in  absolute 
dominion,  the  wishes  of  the  nation  would  not  be  consulted,  and 
peace,  our  primary  object,  would  not  be  attained. 

"  For  the  present,  therefore,  your  former  instructions  will 
remain  in  force,  and  you  will  continue  to  regulate  your  conduct 
by  them  with  the  same  fidelity  which  we  have  so  often,  and  so 
justly,  commended. 

"  It  is  impossible  that  in  the  strict  discharge  of  your  duty, 
and  amidst  the  excitement  of  such  a  contest,  where  neutrality 
itself  is  often  odious,  and  always  regarded  with  suspicion,  your 
acts  should  not  have  been  misconstrued,  and  your  motives 
wilfully  misrepresented.  The  malevolence  of  the  press  in  this 
country,  and  vague  rumours  at  Lisbon,  are  quite  beneath  your 
notice,  and  unworthy  of  the  attention  of  the  Government,  but 
having  heard  that  Mr.  Sarmiento  recently  arrived  from  Lisbon 
as  Charg6  d' Affaires,  had  stated  to  Lord  Palmerston  a  circum- 
stance in  which  you  were  concerned,  as  a  proof  that  the  par- 
tisans of  Miguel  were  still  favoured  by  British  authorities  in 
Portugal,  I  am  anxious  to  afford  you  an  opportunity  of  contra- 
dicting or  explaining  it ;  and  I  should  not  act  fairly  or  frankly 
by  you  if  I  did  not  give  the  opportunity. 
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'*  The  statement  is  this,  that  a  person  of  the  name  of  Yi^ga, 
who  had  been  chief  of  MigueFs  police,  and  who  had  taken  a 
prominent  part  in  the  execution  of  six  or  seven  persons  two  or 
three  years  ago,  was  received  by  yon  on  board  the  *  Asia,'  when 
the  troaps  of  Donha  Maria  took  Lisbon,  and  that  he  has  been 
allowed  by  you  to  remain  on  board  that  ship  from  that  time 
to  the  present.  Mr.  Sarmiento  also  mentioned  that  some  facilities 
and  accommodation  for  escape  had  been  afforded  by  you  to  a 
person  of  the  name  of  Cordeiro ;  and  these  circumstances  were 
contrasted  with  the  treatment  of  Quintella,  who  had  not  been 
allowed  to  take  refuge  on  board  a  British  ship-of-war,  or  to 
deposit  his  jewels  there  for  safety.  These  are  tlie  allega- 
tions. 

"  My  knowledge  of  the  facts  respecting  Quintella,  so  much  at 
variance  with  this  insinuation,  throws  discredit  on  my  mind  over 
the  whole  representation ;  and  I  doubt  not  you  will  either  deny, 
or  explain  most  satisfactorily,  the  imputation  thus  conveyed. 

"  You  will  feel  the  propriety  of  my  enabling  you  to  do  this ; 
and  you  will  not  misinterpret  the  question  into  a  doubt ;  since, 
in  the  most  trying  occasions,  and  in  circumstances  of  great  diffi- 
culty, I,  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  have  entirely  approved 
your  conduct,  and  conveyed  to  you  the  expression  of  that  un- 
limited confidence  which  your  prudence  and  faithful  obedience 
of  instructions  have  so  justly  inspired." 

The  aspersions  cast  on  the  Admiral  at  Lisbon  by 
the  malice  of  individuals  or  the  zeal  of  partisans, 
found  their  way  into  the  "  Courier  "  newspaper,  at 
that  time  representing,  or  rather  supposed  to  repre- 
sent, the  same  views  as  the  King's  Ministers.  The 
Admiral  was  anxious,  as  the  Government  did  not 
contradict  the  statement,  to  prosecute  the  paper. 
Lord  Holland  and  other  friends  persuaded  him 
to  treat  the  matter  with  silent  contempt;  but  so 
keenly  did  he  feel  the  slander,  that  he  made  a  rule 
for  the  future,  whilst  employed  on  any   important 

Y  2 
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service,  not  to  read  the  comments  of  any  news- 
paper on  his  performance  of  such  service.  He  looked 
for  approbation  to  the  Government  only,  and  was 
totally  indifferent  to  the  opinions  of  anonymous  and 
irresponsible  writers. 

From  Lord  Holland, 

"  20th  January,  1834. 
^'  Mt  deab  Admiral, 

"  I  flatter  myself  that  I  can  entirely  remove  any  apprehen- 
sion yon  feel  of  an  nnfavonrable  nature  being  made  either  on  the 
Government  or  on  the  public  by  newspaper  paragraphs  or  ill- 
natured  reports  about  your  conduct  at  Lisbon.  As  to  myself  1 
hope  you  are  satisfied  that  none  such  can  be  made  upon  me. 
Not  only  by  confidence  in  you,  founded  on  experience  and  friend- 
ship, but  access  which  my  official*  situation  gives  me  to  your 
instructions  and  correspondence,  are  sufficient  security  against 
such  false  impressions. 

"  With  respect  to  the  newspaper  paragraphs  I  never  heard  of 
them  but  from  your  letter,  and  even  now  I  know  nothing  of 
their  contents  or  tendency,  but  what  1  gather  from  your  allusion 
to  them.  This  alone  raises  a  presumption  that  they  have  had  no 
effect.  They  have  received  no  contradiction,  because  they  have 
attracted  no  notice. 

'*  If,  however,  as  I  gather  from  your  expressions,  they  accuse 
you  of  any  departure  from  your  instructions,  or  of  any  partial 
interpretation  of  them,  in  consequence  of  personal  or  political 
predilections  of  your  own,  they  simply  deserve  the  epithets  you 
bestow  upon  them  of  *  false  and  slanderous ;'  such  they  would  be 
considered,  I  believe,  by  the  public,  and  certainly  by  all  who 
knew  anything  of  the  matter ;  for  I  assure  you  we  all  do  you 
justice,  and  with  one  voice  applaud  your  scrupulous  adherence 
to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  your  instructions,  and  your  steady  and 
judicious  application  of  them  to  most  of  the  difficult  and  delicate 
cases  which  have  arisen  during  the  critical  period  in  which  you 

*  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  and  in  the  Cabinet. 
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have  commanded  the  Fleet  off  Portngal  and  in  the  Tagus — so 
that  I  think  you  maj  safely  let  such  paragraphs  pass  unheeded, 
with  the  herd  of  lies  and  calumnies  that  cover  the  columns  of  a 
paper  for  a  day  without  obtaining,  or  deserving,  belief,  and  are 
entirely  forgotten  the  next. 

"  Yon  speak,  however,  of  reports  from  some  other  sources 
*'  private  and  mischievously  malignant.*  It  is  not  I  assure  yon 
affectation  when  I  say  that  I  do  not  know  what  quarter  or  what 
individual  you  point  to  ;  and  I  will  not  set  about  guessing,  for  if 
I  guessed  right,  it  would  give  colour  to  an  inference  that  would 
be  erroneous,  namely,  that  I  had  some  reason  to  think  your 
suspicions  well  founded.  True  it  is  I  have  occasionally  heard, 
chiefly,  and  I  think  exclusively,  from  Portuguese  either  employed 
by  Dom  Pedro,  or  warmly  engaged  in  his  daughter's  cause,  loud 
complaints  of  the  inactivity  of  our  Fleet,  the  coldness  of  our 
officers,  their  neglect  of  Pedroite,  and  attention  to  Miguelite 
agents  and  partisans,  &c.  But  I  have  always  regarded  such 
complaints  (natural  enough,  however  unreasonable,  in  the 
mouths  of  men  anxious  to  engage  us  in  their  quarrel)  rather 
as  remonstrances,  more  or  less  direct,  against  our  neutrality 
than  strictures  on  your  conduct,  and  intended  to  convey  a  cen- 
sure on  our  instructions,  not  on  your  manner  of  executing 
them. 

''  At  least  I  have  always  so  treated  them,  and  have  answered, 
as  I  conld  with  perfect  sincerity,  that  you  only  executed  your 
orders,  and  that  we  could  not  have  selected  an  officer  on  whom 
we  had  more  implicit  reliance  for  doing  so  without  favour  or 
prejudice,  and  I  have  often  added,  that,  as  we  had  the  advantage 
in  you  of  a  commander  who  would  scrupolously  act  by  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  his  instructions,  so,  from  my  personal  knowledge  ot 
you,  I  was  convinced  that  they  had  the  benefit  of  one  who  in 
doing  so  would  show  as  much  courtesy,  consideration,  and 
humanity  to  all  parties  as  an  observance  of  the  neutrality  we 
enjoined  would  permit.  Lord  Howard  has  not  yet  sailed,  and  as 
you  mention  him  I  will  show  him  your  letter,  and  state  my 
opinion  as  I  have  stated  it  to  you.  It  is,  however,  but  jost  to 
him  to  add,  that  I  believe  all  such  testimony  to  your  impartial 
conduct  is  unnecessary,  for  though,  from  seeing  more  of  Portu- 
guese than  I  do,  he  may  hear  more  of  the  sort  of  complaints  I 
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have  adverted  to,  I  think  thej  are  not  likely  to  make  mnch 
impression  on  him,  or  to  weaken  his  desire  of  acting  with  the 
most  unreserved  confidence  in  concert  with  yon,  which  he  must 
feel  to  be  so  essential  to  the  public  service,  as  well  as  to  his 
personal  comfort  on  the  station  he  is  about  to  occupy  at  Lisbon. 
I  sincerely  hope  he  may  succeed  in  persuadiug  all  the  Portu- 
guese (and  they  must  be  a  very  large  majority  of  the  people) 
who  are  tired,  disgusted,  and  unhappy  at  the  dreadful  state  of 
civil  war  now  raging  in  their  country,  instead  of  censuring  their 
friends  about  trifles,  and  squabbling  and  caballing  among  them- 
selves, to  form  something  of  a  Government  that  will  inspire  con- 
fidence abroad  and  at  home,  and  induce  all  who  long  for  tran- 
quillity and  rational  government  to  concur  in  driving  Miguel 
and  Don, Carlos  from  the  country,  and  finally  establishing  a 
respect  for  the  laws,  and  such  institutions  as  are  likely  to  give 
them  authority  and  stability. 

"  You  will  see  by  this  post  that  foolish  reports  and  downright 
lies  in  the  papers  are  not  confined  to  the  affairs  at  Lisbon.  There 
have  been  plenty  about  domestic  councils  and  changes.  The 
ti-uth,  however,  is,  in  spite  of  the  all- knowing  press,  that  Lord 
Grey  was  never  more  decidedly  in  the  King's  confidence  than  he 
has  been  and  is  during  this  last  month,  and  that  the  rumours  of 
a  difference^  between  them  on  Portuguese,  or  any  other  affairs, 
are  entirely  groundless. 

'*  Lady  Holland  begs  to  be  most  particularly  and  kindly 
remembered." 


From  Sir  Ja/mes  Oraham, 

"  Private. 

"  Admiralty,  20th  January,  1834. 

"  I  have  received  two  private  letters  of  the  7th  and  11th 
instant,  and  I  have  read  your  Despatch,  No.  10,  addresscfd  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Board.  My  private  letter,  to  you,  dated  the 
18th,  had  left  London  twelve  hours  before  the  receipt  of  these 
letters,  and  of  this  Despatch  from  you. 

"  You  attach  importance  to  certain  calumnious  statements 
which  have  recently  been  made  in  the  *  Courier '  newspaper,  im- 
pugning your  character ;  and,  though  anonymous,  you  wish  me  to 
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consider  whether  the  Gt)vernment  oaght  not  to  adopt  measnres 
for  the  discovery  of  the  author. 

"  I  had  never  seen  the  letter  to  which  you  refer  until  I  read 
a  copy  of  it  this  morning,  as  an  enclosure  in  your  Despatch: 
the  sensation,  therefore,  produced  by  it  has  not  been  great ;  and 
even  if  it  were  prudent  for  the  Government  to  interfere  against 
the  newspaper,  which  it  is  not,  the  discovery  of  the  author  of 
the  letter  is  a  hopeless  object.  As  far,  therefore,  as  the  news- 
papers are  concerned  the  interposition  of  the  Government  is  out 
of  the  question,  and  I  should  see  with  regret  any  notice  taken 
by  you  of  these  anonymous  aspersions. 

**  The  only  points  which  required  explanation,  because  they 
rested  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Sarmi^nto,  an  accredited  Minister, 
related  to  the  conduct  pursued  by  you  with  respect  to  Cordeiro 
and  Yiega.  These  are  the  points  to  which  I  called  your  atten- 
tion in  my  letter  of  the  18th,  and  by  anticipation  you  have 
answered  them ;  in  fact,  in  your  letter  No.  10,  addressed  to 
Captain  Elliot,  yoa  have  quite  disposed  of  the  case  of  Cordeiro 
who  was  not  on  board  the  *Pike,'  or  who,  if  conveyed  there, 
was  taken  on  board  in  defiance  of  your  order  not  to  receive 
him. 

"  The  case  with  respect  to  Vi^ga  is  somewhat  different.  I 
never  knew  that  this  obnoxious  individual  had  been  received  on 
board  the  *  Asia '  until  I  saw  the  fact  stated  for  the  first  time  in 
your  Despatch  No.  10,  received  this  morning.  I  could  hardly 
have  imagined  that  an  individual  labouring  under  charges  of 
excessive  cruelty,  Miguel's  agent  of  police,  should  be  *  the  private 
friend  of  some  of  the  officers  of  the  *Asia;"  and  thoagh,  if 
his  life  were  in  imminent  danger,  you  were  justified  by  your 
^instructions  in  giving  him  a  temporary  asylum,  yet  the  fact  of 
his  having  been  received  on  board  should  have  been  communi- 
cated ;  and  though  you  say  that  to  the  hour  of  your  writing  on 
the  9th  instant,  you  had  not  seen  him,  yet  1  am  left  in  doubt 
whether  up  to  that  hour  he  was  not  still  with  his  private  fi:iends 
on  board  the  *  Asia.'  I  hope  the  fact  is  otherwise,  and  I  am 
anxious  to  hear  it  is  so,  for  if  I  had  known  that  Vi6ga  had 
sought  refuge  under  your  fiag,  I  might  have  considered  his  re- 
ception justified  by  the  urgency  of  his  danger ;  but  I  shoald 
have  cautioned  you  against  allowing  him  to  remain  on  board  one 
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hour  longer  than  you  could  avoid,  since  the  presence  in  the 
Tagus  of  the  most  odious  agent  of  Miguel  on  board  the  ^g 
ship  of  the  British  Admiral  could  not  fail  to  be  bitterly  resented 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  entire  -city,  whom  he  had  outraged  by 
his  cruelties.  I  trust,  however,  you  will  be  able  to  inform  me 
that  Viega  had  left  the  *  Asia '  long  ago." 

The  King's  speech  on  February  the  4th  contained 
the  following  paragraph  : — 

"  I  have,  however,  to  regret  that  a  final  settlement  between 
Holland  and  Belgium  has  not  yet  been  effected,  and  that  the 
civil  war  in  Portugal  still  continues. 

'*  You  may  be  assured  that  I  shall  be  careful  and  anxious  to 
avail  myself  of  any  opportunities  which  may  afford  me  the 
means  of  assisting  the  establishment  of  a  state  of  security  and 
peace  in  countries,  the  interests  of  which  are  so  intimately  con- 
nected with  those  of  my  dominions.  Upon  the  death  of  the 
late  Elng  of  Spain  I  did  not  hesitate  to  recognise  the  succession 
of  his  infant  daughter,  and  I  shall  watch  with  the  greatest 
solicitude  the  progress  of  events  which  may  affect  a  government, 
the  peaceable  settlement  of  which  is  of  the  first  importance  to 
this  country,  as  well  as  to  the  general  tranquillity  of  Europe." 


*'  To  Sir  James  R.  G.  Graham. 
"  Private. 

"  'Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  8th  February,  1834. 

"By  the  arrival  of  four  packets  within  the  last  five  days, 
I  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letters  of  the  18th  and 
20th  ultimo. 

"  1  bow  to  your  opinion  on  the  subject  of  newspaper  calumnies, 
and  1  hope  the  unvarnished  statement  which  I  send  by  this  con- 
veyance to  the  Admiralty,  on  the  subject  of  Senhor  Vi^ga,  will 
put  that  affair,  at  least,  in  its  proper  colours.  I  assure  you  I 
should  long  since  have  mentioned  it  to  you,  had  I  considered  it 
worthy  of  notice;    and  he  would   have   undoubtedly  left  the 
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country,  or  gone  into  concealment  on  shore,  had  there  been 
any  expectation  that  his  case  wonld  have  assumed  so  serious 
a  character. 

'*  I  have  left  no  means  untried  to  ascertain,  by  personal  as 
well  as  other  inquiry,  renewed  since  I  received  your  letters,  what 
the  general  feeling  really  is  respecting  Senhor  Vi6ga.  Without 
one  exception,  he  is  represented  as  a  humane,  moderate  man, 
and  it  is  believed  that  he  was  on  that  account  dismissed,  upwards 
of  two  years  ago,  as  an  unfit  agent  for  the  arbitrary  measures  of 
Miguel's  Government. 

"  I  cannot  but  think,  though  with  all-becoming  deference, 
that  there  is  some  mistake  respecting  the  character  of  Yi^ga,  as 
the  charge  of  cruelty  appears  to  apply  rather  to  his  successor, 
Belfort,  who  was  unquestionably  detested  for  many  harsh  and 
violent  acts  as  Intendente  of  Police  at  Lisbon.  The  inclosed 
translated  letter,  from  Yiega  to  Silva  Carvalho,  the  Minister  of 
Justice,  asserts  (and  I  understand  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
in  substantiating  it)  that  the  former  was  only  twenty  or 
thirty  days  temporarily  in  a  position  to  try  political  criminalfl, 
and,  in  fact,  never  did  condemn  any  person,  much  less  pass 
sentence  of  death. 

**  I  have  added  a  letter  just  received  from  the  most  respect- 
able foreign  merchant,  of  liberal  sentiments  and  excellent 
judgment,  as  confirmatory  of  the  accounts  I  had  previously  re- 
ceived from  other  quarters,  that  Yiega  was  in  no  way  implicated 
in  the  odious  establishment  of  the  Cacetas,  or  bludgeon-men, 
which  were  in  existence  during  part  of  the  period  he  acted  as 
Litendente  of  Police  ;  and  indeed.  Sir,  I  feel  confident,  from  the 
high  principles  and  admirable  conduct  of  the  officers  of  the 
'  Asia,'  that  they  would  not  for  one  moment  have  been  induced 
to  associate  with  any  person  who  could  be  justly  chargeable  with 
acts  revolting  to  humanity. 

"I  trust  I  may  be  excused  for  adverting  to  the  duplicity 
evinced  by  Senhor  Freire,  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  with 
whom  Lord  William  Russell  had  occasion  to  confer,  on  the  false 
accusations  against  our  squadron  recently  published  in  two  Lisbon 
newspapers.  In  discussing  the  article  about  Yi^ga,  Lord  William 
naturally  asked  why  no  intimation  had  ever  been  made  to  him 
on  a  subject  which  then  appeared  to  excite  such  dissatisfaction  ? 
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adding  that  Admiral  Parker  woald  most  readily  have  met  the 
question,  and  removed  the  obnoxious  individual.  Freire  replied, 
that  he  had  abstained  from  an  unwillingness  to  make  a  com- 
plaint, although  it  is  presumed  that  he  was  at  the  moment  aware 
that  a  formal  charge  was  directed  to  be  made  in  London  respect- 
ing it  hj  their  Minister,  Sarmiento  !  ! 

"I  forbear  to  enter  into  the  ramifications  of  a  systematic 
intrigue,  the  result  of  private  pique  and  selfish  interests,  which 
I  believe  has  been  for  some  time  working  against  myself  and  the 
squadron,  even  within  the  Lisbon  Cabinet. 

"  The  reports  respecting  Qaintella,  alluded  to  by  you  in 
your  letter  of  the  18th,  are  flagrant  instances  of  mendacity. 
His  case  was  not  one  of  personal  danger.  I  expressed  myself 
ready  to  assist  his  escape  by  a  packet,  and  voluntarily  offered  to 
receive  his  jewels  for  security,  free  of  all  charge  for  freight 
deposit,  although,  by  so  doing,  I  should  l^ave  subjected  myself 
to  a  heavy  penalty  as  regards  the  claim  for  Greenwich  Hospital, 
but  I  objected,  on  the  grounds  of  my  instructions,  to  his  remain- 
ing on  board  the  British  squadron,  and  felt  less  compunction  in 
doing  so,  from  knowing  that  he  had  been  previously  offered 
an  asylum  in  the  French  frigate  'Melpomene.'  The  enclosure, 
No.  3,  will  corroborate  part  of  my  assertions ;  it  is  the  copy  of 
a  note  from  Mr.  Walsh,  a  British  merchant,  who  was  employed 
as  the  friend  of  Quintella  in  our  communications. 

'^The  Baron  had  no  reason  to  complain;  he  subsequently 
had  refuge  for  some  weeks,  with  his  family,  in  the  '  Bomney,' 
under  the  assumed  name  of  Smith.  I  at  that  time  tendered 
him,  through  the  medium  of  Lord  William  Bussell,  the  means  of 
escape,  by  the  *  Viper,'  to  the  'Asia,'  outside  the  Tagas,  and  a 
welcome,  with  all  his  party  to  the  best  accommodation  my  cabin 
afforded,  until  a  steam-packet,  or  other  suitable  opportunity 
offered  for  England,  concluding  it  was  his  wish  to  leave  this 
country ;  this,  however,  did  not  suit  his  purpose. 

*'  The  peculiar  position  in  which  the  *  Romney '  was  placed 
in  the  Tagus,  under  a  pledge  of  honour  to  Miguel's  Government, 
rendered  the  residence  of  such  refugees  on  board  her  at  that 
period  very  awkward;  they  remained,  notwithstanding,  until 
I  was  compelled  to  employ  the  '  Romney '  as  our  only  resource 
for  watering  the  squadron  in  Cascaes  Bay,  on  which  occasion, 
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aud  without  any  hint  from  myself,  the  Baron  Qnintella  went  on 
shore,  and,  as  I  understood,  thenceforth  inhabited  his  own  house 
at  Lisbon,  himself  only  remaining  incognito ,  the  premises  being 
under  the  ostensible  protection  of  the  French  Consul-General, 
who  occupied  some  of  the  apartments. 

"Amongst  other  malignant  fabrications,  it  was  afterwards 
asserted  that  I  ordered  the  *  Romney '  outside  for  the  purpose 
only  of  turning  out  the  Quintellas,  which,  with  reference  to  the 
duties  required  of  the  ship,  was,  in  point  of  fact,  neither  desired 
nor  necessary. 

'*  I  believe  much  that  I  now  write  was  formerly  communi- 
cated to  you,  and  I  must  beg  you  to  excuse  me  for  dilating  on  a 
subject  principally  affecting  myself. 

"  I  may  here  observe  that,  with  the  exception  of  Vi6ga,  the 
whole  number  of  Miguelites  who,  to  my  knowledge,  have  sought 
refuge  in  the  squadron,  all  temporarily,  including  Admiral  Felix 
and  his  staff,  amounted  to  seven.  The  abuse  of  the  Portuguese 
has  not  been  spared  for  that  act.  Those  who  assisted  on  the 
Constitutional  side,  discretion  forbids  me  to  name  even  to  yourself. 
I  notice  it,  merely  to  show  the  vindictive  feelings  and  selfish  bias 
of  these  people. 

"  You  justly.  Sir,  assign  causes  in  your  letter  of  the  18th 
January,  for  much  asperity  against  those  who,  during  a  war 
such  as  this  in  Portugal,  have  to  maintain  neutrality,  and  in  no 
country  has  it  been  exemplified  with  more  bitterness  than  at 
Lisbon.  Against  myself,  I  know  that  there  is,  in  a  particular 
quarter,  much  virulence  exhibited.  I  can  truly  aver  without 
reason,  but  I  am  mistaken  if  a  portion  of  it  does  not  emanate 
from  the  jealous  and  rooted  dislike  of  a  factious  set  against  the 
English  generally. 

''  I  shaU  carefully  endeavour  to  comport  myself  conformably 
to  the  principle  of  non-interference  hitherto  observed,  and  will 
but  add  my  sincere  regret  if  the  business  of  Senhor  Vi^^a  causes 
any  embarrassment  to  my  Government. 

''  P.S.  My  reason  for  stating  in  my  despatch  that  I  had  no 
personal  acquaintance  with  Senhor  Vi^ga,  was  to  show  that  his 
admission  on  board  the  '  Asia '  did  not,  on  my  part,  proceed  from 
private  friendship  or  interested  motives." 
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**  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  Private. 

Extract. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  9th  February,  1834. 

"  Every  feeling  of  my  natural  bias  and  sense  of  duty  has 
been  hostile  to  Miguel  and  earnest  for  the  success  of  Donna 
Maria's  cause ;  but  everything  is  here  exhibited  through  a 
deceptions  medium,  and  the  most  atrocious  fabrications  circu- 
lated for  objects  on  which  no  person  can  calculate. 

"  Allow  me,  Sir,  to  convey  my  own  thanks,  and  the  grateful 
acknowledgements  of  Mr.  Simpson  for  his  promotion." 

Lord  Howard  de  Walden  arrived  in  Lisbon  to 
relieve  Lord  William  Russell  as  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary. 

"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
"  Private. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  15th  February,  1834. 

"  Our  expectations  of  some  active  military  operations  being 
undertaken  during  the  visit  of  the  Emperor  and  his  staff  to  the 
army  have  not  been  realized. 

"  Dom  Pedro  returned  yesterday  very  ill  (I  believe  spitting 
blood). 

"  The  Duke  of  Terceira  and  Count  Saldanha  are  also  come 
back,  leaving  the  army  temporarily  under  the  command  of  Sir 
Thomas  Stubbs.  There  has  been,  I  believe,  some  demur  as  to 
the  Duke  or  Saldanha  holding  it  in  the  absence  of  the  Emperor, 
and  a  Council  of  State  is  expected  to  be  assembled  to-day  to 
decide  the  appointment  of  the  future  Commander-in-Chief. 

"  The  Duke  of  Terceira  has,  however,  just  received  orders  to 
keep  himself  in  readiness  to  take  command  of  a  division  intended 
to  act  in  the  Alemtejo,  as  it  appears  nothing  can  be  effected 
against  Santarem.  The  Miguelite  division  from  the  north,  under 
Count  d'Almar,  I  understand,  reached  Thomar  some  days  ago, 
and  since  formed  a  junction  with  their  main  body  at  Santarem — 
the  forces  of  the  Queen  having  all  resumed  their  former  posi- 
tions. 
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"  The  *  liiglitiiing '  arrived  yesterday  with  Lord  Howard  de 
Waldeiij  and  the  French  corvette  '  Creole  *  is  now  coming  in,  I 
presome  with  the  French  Minister  on  board." 


**  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
'*  Private  and  confidential. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagns,  10  p.m.,  15th  February,  1834. 

**  The  *  Savage '  arrived  this  evening  in  the  Tagns  from 
Figueira,  with  the  crew  of  the  English  ship  *  Livingstone  ' 
(lately  wrecked  off  Vieira),  which,  at  the  representation  of  Lord 
William  Russell,  I  desired  Lieutenant  Loney  to  call  for  on  his 
route  from  the  Douro. 

*' Amongst  the  shipwrecked  mariners,  there  came  on  board 
two  English  individuals,  who  proved  to  have  been  officers  in  the 
service  of  Dom  Miguel,  the  one  a  Major  Graham,  late  an  A.D.C. 
of  General  Larochejacquelin ;  the  other  Lieutenant  Campbell 
Onslow,  a  nephew  of  Sir  John  Campbell.  They  had  been  some 
time  at  Figueira,  waiting  an  opportunity  to  return  to  England ; 
and  on  pledging  their  honour  to  Lieotenant  Loney  that  they 
were  not  going  as  agents  in  any  way  for  Dom  Miguel,  and  had 
finally  quitted  his  service,  considering  his  cause  hopeless,  they 
were  received  in  the  *  Savage.' 

*'  General  Macdonnell  was  also  there,  but  as  he  did  not  appear 
on  board,  and  no  application  was  forwarded  on  his  behalf  by  the 
Deputy- Consul,  Lieutenant  Loney  objected  to  his  embarkation, 
and  understood  that  if  the  General  failed  in  getting  to  England, 
he  intended  if  possible,  to  join  Don  Carlos. 

'*  I  have  strictly  forbidden  Major  Graham  or  Lieutenant 
Onslow  having  any  commiqiication  with  the  shore,  and  have 
transferred  them  to  the  *  Seaflower,'  in  which  they  will  proceed 
at  daylight  to  England,  as  the  best  means  of  disposing  of  them 
under  the  peculiarity  of  the  case.  Mr.  Loney  has  been  perfectly 
ingenuous,  and  desirous  of  acting  right  in  all  he  has  done. 

"  Before  I  quit  this  subject,  I  must  observe  that  I  was  asked, 
about  a  month  ago,  if  it  was  not  possible  to  afford  General 
Macdonnell  the  means  of  escaping  &om  Figueira  P  I  expressed 
my  readiness  to  do  so,  with  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the 
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Lisbon  Government,  conceiving  it  might  be  desirable  to  tbem 
to  remove  from  the  country  an  officer  who  had  proved  him- 
self amongst  their  ablest  opponents.  Nothing,  however,  resulted 
from  it. 

'*  Should  I  receive  another  application,  I  shall  adhere  to  my 
determination,  unless  I  am  requested  by  Lord  Howard  de  Walden 
to  aid  Macdonnell,  or  receive  instructions  from  you  respecting 
him. 

"  Another  subject  has  just  come  to  my  knowledge,  which  I 
feel  I  ought  not  to  conceal,  but  impart  it  confidentially,  as  my 
information  is  of  a  private  character,  though  derived  from  an 
officer  of  the  squadron. 

'*  The  following  extract  from  a  letter,  dated  the  6th  instant, 
will  speak  for  itself : — 

"  *  I  cannot  think  Miguel  is  so  badly  off  for  military  stores 
and  necessaries ;  at  this  moment  there  is  a  cutter,  the  *  Scorpion,' 
at  Vigo,  laden  with  them:  1,000  barrels  of  powder,  and  clothing, 
shoes,  SoCy  for  8,000  men.  This  is  the  third  trip  she  has  made 
this  winter,  and  I  hear  there  are  four  others  employed  also  off 
the  coast  at  this  moment. 

''  *  It  is  quite  true  that  Captain  Elliot's  plan  of  fitting  out  a 
squadron  is  given  np ;  in  fact,  he  has  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
Captain  Glascock,  I  rather  think,  is  the  man  who  arranges  all 
these  matters,  and  the  present  plan  is  to  send  out  four  steam- 
vessels  of  light  draught  of  water  *f or  the  rivers  in  possession  of 
Miguel ;  these  vessels  are  to  be  armed  with  a  24-pounder  amid- 
ships, and  four  18-pounders  on  the  side.  By  what  I  hear,  these 
steamers  may  be  shortly  expected. 

"  *  The  *  Scorpion,'  besides  stores,  has  despatches  for  Miguel 
of  the  greatest  consequence — so  says  her  commander.  He  is 
only  waiting  for  a  strong  north  wind  to  attempt  the  Viana. 
The  Portuguese  steamer  chased  him  off  the  other  day.  This 
vessel  is  on  the  look-out,  but  I  doubt  much  if  'Scorpion' 
will  allow  a  search,  as  they  have  four  guns,  and,  for  the 
numbers,  an  excellent  crew.  Should  the  Miguelite  steamers 
appear  on  the  coast,  I  will  instantly  communicate  the  intelli- 
gence to  you.  Vigo,  or  the  neighbourhood,  is  their  place  of 
rendezvous.' 

"  Lieutenant  Loney  informs  me  that,  as  regards  the  active 
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agency  of  Captain  Glascock,  the  foregoing  is  fully  corroborated 
by  the  assertions  of  Major  Graham  and  Lieutenant  Onslow 
on  board  the  *  Savage,'  and  they  add  their  belief  that  some 
ships  are  certainly  fitting  oat  in  Holland  for  the  service  of  Dom 
Miguel. 

"Tou,  Sir,  will  be  able  to  ascertain  what  degree  of  credit 
may  attach  to  this  communication,  which,  with  reference  to  the 
implication  of  the  officer  in  question,  I  confess^  causes  me  much 
surprise,  and  corresponding  doubt." 


"  To  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Hardy. 
Extract. 

"  *  Asia,'  Lisbon,  23rd  February,  1834. 
^'As  I  perceive  that  the  English  papers  are  teeming  with 
attacks  against  myself,  and  'observations  in  answer,'  <fec.,  I  wish 
you  to  understand  distinctly  that  I  have  had  no  concern,  directly 
or  indirectly,  in  any  of  these  publications,  nor  have  I,  in  the 
whole  course  of  my  life,  ever  authorised  the  insertion  of  a  single 
article  in  any  newspaper." 


''  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
"  Private. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  23rd  February,  1834. 

*'  Since  the  battle  of  the  18th,  of  which  the  published  account 
is  forwarded  to  the  Admiralty,  there  has  been  no  military  move- 
ment, and  I  fear  the  loss  on  the  side  of  the  Queen,  which  is  not 
estimated  at  less  than  400  in  killed  and  wounded,  has  been 
too  severe  to  admit,  for  the  present,  of  the  contemplated  detach- 
ment to  the  Alemtejo,  under  the  Duke  of  Terceira. 

''It  appears  Dom  Miguel  has  again  changed  his  General, 
Lemos  being  now  in  command  of  his  army,  which  has  taken  up 
a  position  outside  Santarem ;  it  is  also  understood  that  several 
English  military  officers,  who  returned  to  England  a  few  months 
ago  from  the  service  of  Dom  Pedro,  have  recently  joined  the 
standard  of  Miguel. 

"I  cannot  offer  any  correct  opinion  of  the   comparative 
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strength  of  the  mam  armieB,  bat  the  accounts  most  to  be  de- 
pended upon,  make  them,  in  point  of  numbers,  nearly  equal. 

'*  The  *  Nimrod  *  is  gone  to  resume  her  duties  on  the  north 
coast  of  Spain. 

"  The  '  Leveret,*  to  obtain,  if  possible,  some  certain  informa- 
tion of  the  relative  situation  of  the  contending  parties  in 
Algarve,  and  the  *  Ringdove '  will  sail  to-morrow  for  Madeira. 
Lord  Howard  de  Walden  avails  himself  of  her  visit  to  en- 
deavour to  open  a  communication  with  the  G-ovemor^  and  induce 
measures  favourable  to  the  views  of  the  British  Government  and 
the  real  interests  of  Portugal,  to  which,  you  may  be  assured,  I 
shall  give  every  facility  in  my  power." 


'*  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
"  Private. 

"  'Asia/  in  the  Tagus,  9th  March,  1834. 

"  Some  observations  addressed  to  me  by  Baron  Mortier,  th^ 
French  Minister,  in  an  accidental  conversation  on  the  present 
state  of  the  Portuguese  contest,  have  induced  me  to  confer  with 
Lord  Howard  de  Walden  on  the  line  to  be  adopted  in  the  un- 
fortunate event  of  any  serious  reverse  to  the  arms  of  Queen 
Donha  Maria ;  for,  although  I  am  far  from  anticipating  or 
apprehending  such  a  disaster,  I  cannot  but  feel  anxious  to  meet 
every  possible  case  in  the  way  most  consonant  to  the  views  of 
His  Majesty's  Government. 

"  Baron  Mortier,  adverting  to  the  effort  made  by  the  Miguel- 
ites  in  the  battle  of  the  18th  ultimo,  to  turn  the  left  of  General 
Saldanha,  with  the  evident  object  of  marching  on  Lisbon, 
appeared  to  think  that  the  interposition  of  the  English  and 
French  forces  in  the  Tagus  would  probably  be  called  for,  to 
prevent  a  result  fraught  with  so  much  mischief  as  the  re-occupa- 
tion of  the  capital  by  Dom  Miguel. 

"  Lord  Howard,  who  has  done  me  the  honour  to  communicate 
the  propositions  he  is  about  to  submit,  for  terminating  this  civil 
war,  frankly  put  me  in  possession  of  his  sentiments  on  the  con- 
tingency alluded  to,  with  permission  also  to  impart  them  to  you. 

^'The  idea  of  itTUtuthorised  resistance  on  our  part  to  Dom 
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Migael  is  not  in  his  Lordship's  contemplation,  but  he  conceives 
that  an  asjlum  in  our  ships,  for  the  Queen  and  Royal  Family, 
would  necessarily  be  an  object  of  our  first  consideration,  and  that 
the  fortresses  of  St.  Julian's  and  Bugio  should  be  occupied  by 
our  marines,  not  only  as  a  refuge  for  our  countrymen,  but  to 
ensure  a  safe  anchorage  until  the  pleasure  of  our  Government  is 
known,  and  as  a  security  against  any  serious  molestation,  should 
the  squadron  be  eventually  withdrawn. 

"I  notice  these  points  to  you,  Sir,  not  with  any  idea  of 
putting  an  embarrassing  question  on  an  improbable  event,  but 
to  afibrd  you  timely  opportunity  to  correct  a  wrong  impression, 
if,  acting  on  the  principle  I  have  stated,  we  are  likely  to  commit 
a  false  step." 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
"  Private. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  9th  March,  1834. 

"  The  only  military  movement  that  has  come  to  my  know- 
ledge since  the  departure  of  the  last  packet  is  contained  in  the 
report  of  Lieutenant  Traill,  who  returned  in  the  *  Leveret,*  from 
the  coast  of  Algarve  on  the  ^th  instant. 

"  The  Baron  de  Sa  Bandeira  has  been  since  reinforced  by  the 
new  regiment  of  Belgians,  about  500  strong,  apparently  well 
appointed  and  disciplined.  The  acquisition  of  these  troops  will, 
I  trust,  enable  him  to  proceed  with  confidence  in  his  further 
operations. 

"  The  misunderstanding  which  lately  subsisted  between 
General  Saldanha  and  the  Government  has,  I  believe,  been 
adjusted.  He  remains  in  command  of  the  army,  with  extended 
powers. 

"  The  MigueHtes  have  lately  been  joined  near  Santarem  by 
about  1,000  troops  from  the  north;  it  appears,  however,  that 
they  have  not  been  accompanied  (as  we  were  informed)  by  the 
Count  d'Almar,  who  retains  his  command  in  the  Entre  Douro. 

*'  General  Macdonnell  is  gone  to  Coimbra,  it  is  supposed  with 
the  intention  of  attaching  himself  to  Don  Carlos,  or  to  rejoin 
Miguel,  which  may  account  for  his  declining  the  terms  on  which 
his  embarkation  in  the  *  Savage,'  at  Figueira  was  proffered. 

VOL.  II.  Z 
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"  The  *  Scorpion,'  English  cutter,  has  succeeded  in  landing 
the  supplies  she  was  laden  with  for  Dom  Miguel.  Tke  enclosed 
extract  from  a  private  letter  from  Lord  John  Hay  describes  the 
manner  in  which  this  was  effected,  and  gives  the  prevailing 
political  sentiments  at  Vigo.  The  Spaniards  in  every  direction 
are  courteous  and  friendly  to  us,  and  I  shall  inculcate  a  reci- 
procity of  this  feeling  as  much  as  possible. 

"  I  took  the  opportunity  of  a  couple  of  open  days  last  week 
to  visit  Setubal  in  the  ^  African '  steam- vessel,  accompanied  by 
Lord  William  Russell,  and  found  the  garrison  to  consist  of 
about  900  men,  which  with  350  at  Palmella  (three  miles  distant) 
completed  the  number,  including  every  class  of  troops  which  had 
previously  been  stated  to  me. 

"  Of  the  strength  of  the  Miguelites  at  Alcazar  do  Sal,  it  was 
impossible  to  obtain  any  accurate  intelligence ;  they  were  esti- 
mated at  1,000,  comprising  volunteers,  guerillas,  &c., — small 
parties  of  the  latter  occasionally  approach  within  two  or  three 
miles  of  Setubal.  I  have,  however,  left  Lieutenant  Oasticau,  of 
the  Marine  Artillery,  on  board  the  *  Rolla,'  to  collect  aU  the 
information  in  his  power  relative  to  the  contending  parties,  and 
return  to  Lisbon.  He  is  an  intelligent  and  observant  officer, 
and  I  hope  by  this  means  to  be  able  to  forward  a  correct 
account.  I  also  propose  to  send  one  of  the  Artillery  Officers  in 
the  next  vessel,  which  is  detached  to  the  Algarve,  to  ascertain 
the  means  of  defence  at  the  different  places  now  held  by  the 
Queen's  forces. 

"  The  positions  round  Setubal  are  so  unfavourable  for  defence 
by  small  numbers,  froia  the  gradual  rise  of  the  ground  outside 
the  town,  that  I  apprehend  the  lines  which  are  formed  must  not 
be  calculated  on  beyond  the  means  of  resistance  they  may  offer 
to  a  coup  de  mam ;  a  determined  attack  by  a  superior  force,  pro- 
vided with  cannon,  might  perhaps  be  successful,  but  there  is  no 
apprehension  at  present  of  any  such  effort. 

"  Lords  William  Russell  and  Howard  de  Walden  had  yester- 
day their  audiences  of  the  Emperor,  and  the  former  now  proposes 
to  embark  in  the  *  Lightning,'  in  about  a  week,  for  Portsmouth 
or  the  river." 
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"  To  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  M.  Hardy. 
"  Private. 

"  'Asia,'  Lisbon,  15th  March,  1834. 

"  I  feel  sincerely  obliged  for  your  letter  of  the  26th  February. 
Its  friendly  tenor  throughout  is,  believe  me,  fully  appreciated. 

*'  On  the  rebuke  transmitted  by  the  Admiralty  it  would  not 
become  me  to  comment ;  it  is  the  first  I  ever  received,  and  God 
knows  I  have  laboured  hard  here  to  steer  a  clear  course,  sur- 
rounded, as  I  well  know  I  have  long  been,  by  inveterate  and 
mahgnant  intriguers. 

''  My  motive  for  suffering  Yi^ga  to  remain  so  long  on  board 
emanated,  in  truth,  principally  from  a  desir^  to  show  every 
reasonable  courtesy  to  the  oflBcers  of  the  'Asia,'  with  whom 
an  interest  had  been  excited  about  him.  He  was  introduced 
to  them  by  a  family  with  which  I  have  no  acquaintance,  but 
known  to  be  strongly  Constitutional,  and  as  he  had  been  dis- 
missed from  all  employment  under  Miguel's  Gbvemment,  above 
eighteen  months  before  they  quitted  Lisbon,  he  was  not  con- 
sidered publicly  obnoxious,  and  (saving  the  sin  of  being  a 
Miguelite)  was  generally  esteemed  an  upright  and  worthy  man. 

"There  are  one  or  two  facts,  however,  connected  with  this 
transaction  which  I  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  mention,  either 
to  the  Admiralty  or  to  Sir  James  Graham,  as  they  chiefly  re- 
garded myself,  but  I  am  anxious  that  you  should  know  them. 

''It  is  now,  I  believe,  well  ascertained  that  so  long  as  the 
conciliatory  and  wise  measures  of  the  Duke  of  Terceira  and 
Palmella  were  pursued  at  Lisbon,  general  confidence  resulted ; 
but  the  arbitrary  and  vindictive  proceedings  which  followed 
the  arrival  of  Silva  Carvalbo  and  his  colleagues  produced 
immediate  consternation  and  distrust. 

"  When  Viega  came  on  board,  two  other  persons  also  sought 
temporary  refuge ;  the  latter  succeeded  in  making  arrangements 
and  disembarked  in  a  day  or  two ;  and  I  was  so  fully  impressed 
with  the  belief  that  Yiega  was  likewise  gone,  that  I  enquired 
no  further  about  him,  nor  was  it  till  late  in  October  that  I  dis- 
covered my  mistake,  from  Siccidentally  hearing  in  the  ward-room 
the  voices  of  his  wife  and  daughters,  who  had  come  to  pay  him  a 
visit,  which  was  afterwards  repeated  weekly.  I  was  informed, 
at  the  same  time,  that  negotiations  with  the  Government  were 
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then  on  foot,  which  led  to  the  expectation  that  he  would  soon 
be  permitted  to  remain  peaceably  with  his  family.  His  con- 
tinnance  on  board  the  *  Asia '  was  probably  known  on  shore  long 
before  I  waa  aware  of  it,  but  as  no  objection  was  ever  hinted 
in  any  quarter,  I  was  unwilling,  under  the  circumstances  I  have 
related,  to  do  an  ill-natured  thing  by  forcing  him  to  land  prema- 
turely, or  leave  the  country.  Indeed,  I  mentioned  the  case  to 
\wo  persons  of  high  distinction  and  prominent  character  amongst 
the  supporters  of  the  Queen;  they  treated  it  as  a  matter  of 
indifference,  and  I  really  did  not  think  it  worth  communicating 
to  the  Admiralty,  which,  you  may  well  imagine,  I  now  greatly 
regret. 

^^I  notice  all  this  to  show  that,  apparently,  no  notice  was 
attached  to  the  subject,  until  the  enmity  of  a  few  individuals, 
closely  associated  with  Dom  Pedro's  present  Ministers,  in- 
troduced it  amongst  a  series  of  calumnious  attacks. 

''  In  addition,  I  have  lately  ascertained,  beyond  a  doubt,  that 
Freirey  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  was  actually  the  person 
who  first  intimated  to  Yi6ga  the  prudence  of  going  into  con- 
cealment, until  his  difficulties  could  be  adjusted  with  Carvalho. 
Can  it,  therefore,  be  pretended  that  the  Lisbon  Government 
really  cared  about  Yi^ga's  having  an  asylum  with  the  officers  of 
the  'Asia'  ?  The  official  complaint,  I  am  satisfied,  has  been  the 
work  of  base  intrigue,  and  I  am  sorry  to  see  that  these  people, 
who  have  been  succoured  by  hundreds,  have  not  liberality 
enough  to  tolerate  similar  relief,  in  ten  or  a  dozen  instances,  on 
the  adverse  side. 

''Mr.  Freire's  unfriendly  and  sarcastic  disposition  towards 
the  English  was  clearly  manifested  at  Oporto,  in  the  corre- 
spondence  which  I  transmitted  to  the  Admiralty  in  January, 
1833,  and  it  is  evident  this  feeling  has  undergone  no  change." 


From  Viseonde  Cabo  San  Vicente, 

Off  Figuera,  28th  March,  1834. 
I  got  off  here  last  night  in  fine  weather,  and  got  ready  to 
put  the  '  Jollies '  ashore  this  morning,  but  I  found  the  surf  so 
high  that  it  was  found  quite  impossible  to  land.     I  believe  we 
should  have  taken  it  with  ease,  as  they  have  not  above  two  or 
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three  hundred  men.  It  will  now  be  reinforced  from  Coimbra, 
and  I  fear  with  my  small  force  it  would  not  be  advisable,  unless 
the  surf  goes  down  to-night,  to  try  it  if  we  wait  another  day.  I 
shall  probably  go  to  the  north,  and  see  if  we  can  have  better 
luck.'' 


From  Visconde  Caho  San  Vicente. 

«  Caminha,  23rd  March,  1834. 
''After  searching  all  the  coast  of  Portugal  for  a  landing- 
place  I  failed,  and  at  last  got  the  Spanish  authorities  to  allow  me 
to  land  in  Spain,  where  there  was  a  good  cove  to  the  northward 
of  the  Oaminha,  marched  across  the  isthmus,  and  passed  over  the 
river.  I  succeeded  with  half  my  force  in  command  of  the  Major 
of  the  Portuguese  marines,  and  surprised  this  place,  taking  all 
the  garrison  in  their  beds.  I  never  passed  a  more  anxious  time 
after  sending  off  the  first  detachment.  We  had  no  boats  for  the 
rest.  They  marched  off,  surprised  the  town,  and  sent  boats  to 
bring  me  over.  It  is  a  strong  place,  and  might  have  been  de- 
fended easily  against  all  our  force ;  but,  thank  God,  they  were 
asleep.  I  think  there  will  be  a  kick-up  about  this,  as  I  doubt 
whether  the  Commandant  had  power  to  grant  me  a  passage,  but 
that  is  not  my  affair." 


**  To  Lord  Vernon. 
Extract. 

"  '  Asia,'  Lisbon,  25th  March,  1834. 
"  I  feel  very  much  obliged  for  the  opportunity  you  are  kind 
enough  to  afford  the  '  Bingdove '  of  trying  her  rate  of  sailing 
with  the  '  Harlequin.'  It  may  be  of  essential  advantage  to  Com- 
mander Lapidge,  and  of  considerable  importance  to  our  friend 
the  Gonstrtictor,  for  whose  sake  I  hope  our  brig-of-war  may  at 
least  keep  pace.  I  do  not  covet  more.  She  will  keep  company 
with  you  for  a  day  or  two,  if  it  is  quite  convenient  to  your  Lord- 
ship, and  I  shall  feel  obliged  by  your  giving  me  your  ideas  of  the 
comparative  merits  of  the  vessels  before  she  parts." 
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Pro7n  Sir  James  Oraham. 
**  Private. 

"Admiralty,  26th  March,  1834. 
"Lord  Howard  de  Walden  has  expressed  a  strong  wish  that 
every  facility  of  escape  should  be  afforded  to  all  the  partizans  of 
Dom  Miguel  who  may  wish  to  leave  his  standard  and  to  seek 
refuge  in  a  foreign  country.  Tou  are  at  liberty  to  act  in  concert 
with  Lord  Howard  de  Walden  in  this  matter,  and  you  may  even 
afford  a  temporary  asylum  on  board  a  King's  ship  te  officers 
leaving  the  army  of  Dom  Miguel,  provided,  by  the  first  oppor- 
tunity they  quit  the  Tagus,  and  you  are  satisfied  that  they  do 
not  intend  te  return  te  Portugal  again  te  take  an  active  part  in 
the  contest.  No  one,  however,  must  be  permitted  to  remain 
permanently  on  board  a  King's  ship  in  the  Tagus,  where  his 
continued  presence  might  give  rise  to  the  suspicion  that  he 
availed  himself  of  the  safe  retreat  for  the  purpose  of  intriguing 
against  the  Government  of  Pedro." 


Frmti  Sir  James  Graham, 

"  Private  and  confidential. 

"  Admiralty,  26th  March,  1834. 

**  I  have  not  written  to  you  for  some  time,  because  I  had  no 
communication  to  make  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty's  Grovem- 
ment,  and  because  I  have  constantly  hoped  to  receive  the  intelli- 
gence of  some  decisive  event  which  might  close  the  civil  war  in 
Portugal,  and  establish  the  supreme  power  of  Donha  Maria  by 
the  overthrow  of  the  army  of  Dom  Miguel. 

"  This  long-expected  event  is,  however,  still  delayed ;  and  in 
your  last  letters  sent  by  the  *  Carron,*  you  think  it  prudent  to 
provide  for  the  possible  case  of  a  serious  reverse  being  sustained 
by  Pedro ;  and  you  ask  for  instructions  in  the  event  of  such  a 
disaster. 

"  Tour  first  duty  will  be  to  secure  the  safety  of  British  sub- 
jecte  and  of  their  property,  and  to  execute  the  instructions  given 
to  you  on  a  former  occasion  with  reference  to  this  point,  when 
Lisbon  was  threatened  with  assault.  Your  next  care  will  be  to 
aid  the  escape  from  danger  of  Donha  Maria,  Dom  Pedro,  and 
their  followers ;  and  if  no  Portuguese  ships  are  available  for  the 
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purpose,  and  if  the  case  be  urgent,  yon  are  at  Ubertj  to  receive 
these  Royal  personages  on  board  your  flag-ship.  It  would  not 
be  prudent  to  land  the  marines  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating 
with  the  forces  of  Dom  Pedro  in  the  defence  of  Lisbon ;  the 
landing  could  only  be  justified  in  an  extreme  emergency  for  the 
purpose  of  covering  the  embarkation  of  British  subjects.  It 
may  also  be  necessary  to  occupy  for  a  short  time  St.  Julian's  and 
the  Bagio  Forts,  which  command  the  channels  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Tagus,  but  such  occupation  must  be  temporary,  and  limited 
to  the  single  object  of  securing  the  safe  retreat  of  His  Majesty's 
ships  from  the  river  before  the  forces  of  Dom  Miguel  shall  be 
before  Lisbon,  and  the  fall  of  the  city  probable. 

"  It  is  also  my  duty,  in  strict  confidence,  to  communicate  to 
you  that  we  have  some  reason  to  believe  the  report  of  the  Dutch 
having  recommenced  active  preparations ;  and  we  hear  that  they 
are  concentrating  their  army  on  the  frontier  of  Belgium,  and 
that  a  naval  force  is  assembled  in  the  Scheldt.     It  will  be  our 
duty  to  ascertain  the  facts  without  loss  of  time,  and,  if  they 
should  be  true,  to  require  explanations.     In  the  meantime,  it  is 
desirable  that  you  should  immediately  call  in  your  cruisers, 
especially  your  frigates,  and  hold  your  force  concentrated  in  the 
Tagus,  ready  at  a  moment's  notice  to  hasten  to  the  Downs,  since 
by  a  steamer  we  should  recall  you  with  your  whole  force  to 
England,  if  a  rupture  with  Holland  suddenly  took  place.      In 
these  circumstances,  your  visit  to  Cadiz,  which  otherwise  would 
have  been  desirable,  must  of  course  be  postponed,  and  all  your 
arrangements  must  be  quietly  but  immediately  made,  to  be  ready 
with  your  whole  force  to  return  to  England  at  the  moment  when 
you  may  receive  out  summons.     I  hope  and  believe  that  the 
necessity  will  not  arise,  but  prudence  requires  that  every  pre- 
caution should  be  taken,  especially  when  we  have  now  seven  sail- 
of-the-line  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  hardly  a  ship  ready  for  sea 
in  the  Channel.    I  rely,  therefore,  on  your  taking  active  measures 
to  concentrate  your  whole  force;   at  the  same  time,  I  would 
advise  you  to  be  most  cautious  in  not  exciting  the  least  suspicion 
that  you  contemplate  the  possibility  of  an  early  departure  from 
the  Tagus ;  and  while  I  wish  you  to  act  on  this  communication, 
and  to  be  prepared  accordingly,  it  should  not  be  made  known  by 
you  to  any  one,  but  must  be  considered  most  strictly  confidential. 
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Of  course,  your  arrangements  will  be  so  made  as  to  enable  yon, 
if  called  to  the  Channel,  to  bring  the  whole  force  of  marines  in 
the  ships-of-war  under  your  command. 

'*  I  repeat,  with  pleasure,  the  assurance  of  my  confidence  and 
respect. 

"  P.S.  You  are  at  liberty  to  show  this  letter  to  Lord  Howard 
de  Walden,  to  whom  Lord  Palmerston  has  written  in  the  same 
sense;  but  I  cannot  too  strongly  urge  the  importance  of  the 
strictest  secrecy  with  regard  to  the  latter  part  of  this  communi- 
nication. 

"  If  you  should  occupy  St.  Julian's  and  the  Bugio,  in  the 
event  of  Miguel  becoming  master  of  Lisbon,  before  you  evacuate 
these  forts  it  may  be  prudent  to  spike  or  destroy  the  guns." 


"  To  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  M.  Hardy. 
"  Private  and  confidential. 

"  *  Asia,'  27th  March,  1834,  Lisbon. 

"  I  fear  Lord  Howard  de  Walden  finds  Senhor  Freire  and 
Silva  Carvalhos  very  impracticable,  and  I  am  satisfied  that, 
whenever  good  opportunities  ofEer,  these  individuals  will  manifest 
their  on^t-English  feelings.  Lord  Howard  has  taken  up  the 
business  of  the  coals  and  detention  of  our  seamen  strongly,  and 
wished  me  to  send  copies  of  my  official  letters  on  those  subjects 
to  Sir  James  Graham,  as  they  are,  however,  public  documents  I 
have  thought  it  best  to  lay  them  before  the  Admiralty. 

''  There  seems  now  to  be  a  disposition  to  active  exertions  on 
the  part  of  the  Constitutionalists,  which  Napier's  success  at 
Caminha  has  probably  in  a  great  degree  sharpened;  but  I 
believe  they  are  positively  ^'eaZot**  of  his  enterprise  and  activity." 


From  Sir  James  Graham, 
"  Private. 

"  Admiralty,  26th  March,  1834. 
"  I  inclose  for  your  information  an  extract  from  a  letter 
which  I  received  this  morning  from  Captain  Mason  ;  and  I  can- 
not help  expressing  my  deep  regret  that  one  of  His  Majesty's 
ships  should  have  been  used  as  the  means  of  conveying  so 
improper  a  communication  from  Lisbon  to  Madeira. 
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"  I  acquit  all  the  British  authorities  concerned  of  the  least 
participation  in  the  blame  which  attaches  to  this  transaction ; 
but  if  members  of  the  Portugese  Gt)vernment  thus  abuse  the 
privileges  of  accommodation  which  you  offer  with  respect  to 
letters,  it  will  be  impossible  to  allow  His  Majesty's  ships  to  be 
the  bearers  of  such  correspondence." 


Captain  Mason  to  Sir  James  Oraham. 

"  H.M.S.  *  Blonde,'  Madeira,  8th  March,  1834. 
"  Dbab  Sir, 

"  A  letter  having  come  here  from  Lisbon  in  the  *  Ringdove,* 
which  I  was  informed  by  Sir  J.  Keane  was  to  incite  the  Portu- 
guese Brigadier  to  depose  the  Governor,  and,  if  necessary,  to 
assassinate  him;  and  the  Consul- General  here  informed  me  it 
was  signed  by  a  Member  of  the  Poi-tuguese  Government  at 
Lisbon,  I  thought  it  right  to  caU  upon  the  Governor  to  express 
my  regret  that  such  an  in&imous  letter  should  have  been  con- 
veyed in  a  British  man-of-war,  and  my  hope  that  he  was  satisfied 
that  neither  Commander  Lapidge,  nor  any  one  connected  with 
His  Majesty's  Government  knew  anything  of  it;  and  he  ex- 
pressed himself  to  be  perfectly  satisfied. 

'^  The  bag  was  made  up  at  the  British  Consul's  at  Lisbon, 
and  the  letter  was  put  under  cover  to  a  half  Englishman  here,  a 
man  not  entitled  to  British  protection." 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  Private. 

**  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  27th  March,  1834. 

'*  My  despatches  will  embrace  nearly  all  that  I  have  to  com- 
municate this  week,  but  I  wish  to  put  you  in  possession  of  the 
enclosed  observations  of  Commander  Lapidge  respecting  Madeira. 

"  I  believe  much  sensation  was  excited  in  the  island  by 
the  arrival  of  Mr.  H.  Chester,  an  Attach^  to  the  Embassy  at 
Lisbon,  who  took  a  passage  in  the  'Ringdove'  for  the  benefit 
of  his  health, — ^and  by  the  receipt  of  a  letter,  supposed  to  have 
been  addressed  to  the  Brigadier- General,  second  in  command, 
from  one  of  the  Government  at  Lisbon,  to  incite  him  to  revolt 
and  remove  the  Governor. 
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''  Commander  Lapidge  considers  the  Constitntional  Party 
stronger  than  the  reports  of  other  officers  have  led  me  to  believe, 
bnt  the  Gt)vemor  appears  firm  in  his  adherence  to  Miguel. 

"  The  weather  has  been,  for  the  last  two  dajs,  most  un- 
favourable for  Admiral  Viscount  Cabo  San  Vicente's  operations 
on  the  coast  to  the  northward,  and  I  fear  he  will  not  be  able 
to  make  any  descent  at  present. 

"  We  hear  that  the  Duke  de  Terceira  is  about  to  assume  the 
command  of  the  Queen's  forces,  where  his  presence  may  not  only 
aid  her  cause  materially  in  a  military  point  of  view,  but  check 
the  violent  disposition  of  the  ultra-movement  party,  who  it  is 
understood  have  been  almost  exclusively  elected  as  Members  of 
the  Municipality  of  Oporto. 

"  It  is  asserted  at  Lisbon  that  a  vessel  loaded  with  supplies 
for  Dom  Miguel  has  been  captured  on  the  coast  to  the  north- 
ward  by  a  steamer  in  the  service  of  Dom  Pedro  and  a  Spanish 
vessel  of  war  conjointly ;  but  I  donbt  the  fact,  as  I  have  a  letter 
from  Lord  John  B[ay,  dated  on  the  19th,  off  Vianna,  who  makes 
no  allusion  to  it. 

"  I  enclose  the  translation  of  a  Decree  against  Dom  Miguel, 
which  to  our  astonishment  appeared  in  the  Lisbon  *  Chronica '  of 
the  20th  instant,  in  direct  contravention,  I  believe,  of  a  previous 
understanding  with  Lord  Howard  de  WaJden,  and  the  concilia- 
tory principles  on  which  his  efforts  towards  an  adjustment  have 
been  based." 


**  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
"  Private  and  confidential. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  6th  April,  1834. 
"  I  have  this  afternoon  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  three 
letters  of  26th  ultimo,  and  hasten  to  assure  you  that  all  your  in- 
structions shall  be  strictly  attended  to,  and  your  confidential  com- 
munication preserved  inviolably  secret.  I  purpose  sending  the 
'African'  to-morrow  to  order  the  *  Stag'  to  Lisbon  from  Oporto, 
and  the  '  Nimrod '  and  '  Orestes '  from  the  north  coast  of  Spain. 
Lord  Howard  de  Walden  forwards  a  despatch  by  her  to  Vigo ;  the 
departure  of  the  steamer  will  not,  therefore,  create  any  sensation. 
The  *  Castor '  and  *  Leveret '  are  now  here,  and  the  '  Ringdove ' 
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shall  be  immediately  withdrawn  from  St.  Ubes,  which  will  leave 
the  '  Rojralist '  and  '  Saracen '  only  to  the  north,  and  '  Bella '  on 
the  sonthem  part  of  this  coast. 

''It  camiot,  Sir,  canse  yon  more  regret  than  it  has  myself 
vexation  and  disgust,  that  a  British  ship-of-war  should  have 
been  made,  though  unconsciously,  the  vehicle  of  conveying  a 
letter  so  infamous  as  the  one  referred  to  by  Commodore  Mason. 

'-  It  has  been  my  practice  to  afford,  at  all  times,  every 
reasonable  facility  for  the  transmission  of  the  British  merchants' 
letters,  and  as  some  of  them  at  Lisbon  are  connected  with  our 
mercantile  establishments  at  Madeira,  and  the  opportunities 
of  writing  direct  rare,  the  departure  of  the  *  Bingdove  *  was 
announced  as  usual,  not  imagining  that  the  accommodation 
would  be  so  abused  by  any  act  of  the  Portuguese.  I  should 
have  noticed  this  subject  more  fully  in  my  former  letter,  but  the 
whole  affair  at  Madeira  was  imparted  to  me  in  a  private  con- 
versation, and  under  a  strong  suspicion  that  the  nefarious  letter 
which  the  Brigadier  received  was  actually  fabricated  in  the 
island,  after  the  'Bingdove'  arrived,  to  put  his  real  political 
sentiments  to  the  test.  It  was  read  to  Commander  Lapidge  by 
the  Governor,  and  interpreted  by  Mr.  Consul  Veitch,  but  the 
name  of  the  supposed  writer  was  withheld,  nor  did  Commander 
Lapidge  think  the  contents  quite  bore  the  construction  of  in- 
citing assassination.  He  doubts  its  authenticity  as  a  Lisbon 
production,  and  perfectly  satisfied  the  Governor  that  the  trans- 
action was  utterly  unknown  to  any  of  the  British  authorities. 

"  In  any  future  intercourse  with  Madeira,  or  any  place  held 
by  the  adverse  party,  you  may  depend  that  every  possible  means 
shall  be  adopted  to  prevent  other  than  the  letters  of  British 
subjects  being  received  in  His  Majesty's  ships." 


From  Lord  William  Russell, 


"  Vigo  Bay,  3rd  April,  1834. 

"  I  wish  I  had  time  to  give  you  a  description  of  our  visit  to 

Napier.    He  is  bent  on  besieging  Yalen^a ;  it  is  a  tremendously 

strong  place,  but  only  has  a  garrison  of  200  militiamen,  so  he 

may  frighten  them.     I  know  he  frightened  me,  by  insisting  on 
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mj  going  within  half  pistol-shot  of  the  town,  some  of  the  pic- 
quets  being  only  English  sailors. 

'^  The  Admiral  has  taken  to  himself  the  horse  of  the  Governor 
of  Gaminha  and  his  hootSy  and  so  he  is  equipped  like  a  General. 
I  would  not  have  missed  the  scene  for  1,000/. 

"We  are  going  to  make  another  start  for  England,  and  I 
hope  this  time  to  get  across  the  bay,  but  don't  be  surprised 
if  you  see  me  again  at  Lisbon.  I  hear  you  are  to  return  to 
England.  I  fear  the  faction  has  prevailed.  We  are  all  well,  and 
I  am  all  the  better  for  being  out  of  that  infernal  town." 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  6th  April,  1834. 

"  Although  I  fear  I  may  be  travelling  somewhat  out  of  my 
province  in  offering  any  observation  on  the  late  conference 
near  Santarem,  I  cannot  forbear  expressing  my  disappointment 
that  Lord  Howard  de  Walden's  exertions  to  effect  an  adjustment 
of  the  Portuguese  contest,  on  terms  liberal  and  beneficent  to  all 
parties,  should  have  failed  for  the  present,  by  the  apparent 
timidity  of  the  Miguelite  leaders  to  come  in  contact  with  the 
perverse  obstinacy  of  Dom  Miguel.  I  have  no  doubt,  however, 
that  the  propositions  acceded  to,  after  much  difficulty  on  the 
part  of  the  Provisional  Government  at  Lisbon,  and  submitted  to 
his  Lordship,  with  some  trifling  omissions  of  offensive  epithets, 
will  work  out  some  good  result,  though  it  is  scarcely  to  be 
expected  that  any  future  negotiations  will  be  voluntarily  agreed 
to  by  the  present  advisers  of  Dom  Pedro,  on  similar  principles 
of  interest  for  the  general  welfare,  especially  if  the  arms  of  the 
Queen  continue  (as  we  can  but  anticipate  they  will)  successful 
in  the  field. 

**  In  the  north  of  Portugal,  everything  goes  on  prosperously, 
and  the  provinces  of  Entre  Douro  and  Tras  os  Montes  will,  T 
trust,  be  soon  entirely  cleared  of  the  Miguelites. 

*'  Some  uneasiness  is  felt  for  the  position  of  Baron  Bernardo 
de  Sa  in  the  Alemtejo  and  Algarve,  and,  if  the  reinforcements 
that  are  gone  from  hence  do  not  speedily  reach  him,  the  safeiy 
of  his  division  may  be  endangered,  with  the  loss,  perhaps, 
of  Lagos  and  Faro.     The  *  Bolla '  is  now  detached  to  that  coast, 
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and  I  shall  forward,  by  the  earliest  opportanity,  whatever  in- 
telligence we  may  receive  from  thence. 

"  You  may  be  assured,  Sir,  that  every  assistance  will  be  most 
readily  afforded  by  me  to  promote  the  views  of  Lord  Howard  de 
Walden  and  our  Government." 


From  Sir  James  Qrdham, 

"  Private. 

*'  Admiralty,  8th  April,  1834. 

"  The  death  of  Sir  Richard  Keats,  and  the  appointment  of 
Sir  Thomas  Hardy  to  the  vacant  office  of  Governor  of  Green- 
wich Hospital  has  rendered  the  selection  of  a  naval  officer 
necessary  to  fill  the  vacancy  at  this  Board,  which  the  retirement 
of  Sir  Thomas  Hardy  will  create. 

'*  Considering  that  the  accustomed  period  of  your  naval  com- 
mand has  nearly  expired,  and  impressed  with  a  deep  sense  of 
the  exemplary  manner  in  which  you  have  conducted  a  difficult 
service,  I  have  not  hesitated  to  recommend  you  to  His  Majesty, 
and  to  my  colleagues,  as  an  officer,  in  my  judgment,  peculiarly 
fitted  to  discharge  the  important  duty  of  a  Lord  of  the  Admiralty. 
I  am -happy  to  say  that  the  King  has  been  graciously  pleased  to 
approve  my  recommendation,  and  I  am  authorised  by  His 
Majesty,  with  the  full  and  entire  concurrence  of  Lord  Grey,  to 
ofEer  to  you  the  second  seat  at  this  Board,  next  after  Admiral 
Dundas. 

**  I  flatter  myself  with  the  hope  that  you  will  not  hesitate  to 
accept  it ;  for,  though  I  have  not  the  honour  of  personally  know- 
ing you,  yet  we  have  for  some  time  past  on  terms  of  strict  confi- 
dence conducted  affairs  of  more  than  ordinary  difficulty ;  and  I 
trust  to  the  impression  produced  by  our  official  intercourse  on 
my  own  feelings  when  I  venture  to  anticipate  that  you  will  not 
be  unwilling  to  serve  at  this  Board  with  me.  Admiral  Dundas, 
I  believe,  is  also  known  to  you,  and  I  ha>  e  now  had  the  honour 
of  presiding  at  the  Admiralty  for  three  years  and  a  half,  and  I 
can  safely  say  that  no  misunderstanding  has  ever  once  arisen 
among  the  colleagues  assembled  at  this  Board.  I  am  persuaded, 
therefore,  that  the  situation  would  not  be  found  disagreeable  by 
yoD,  though  the  labour  is  constant  and  considerable;  but,  on  the 
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other  liand  an  opportimitj  is  presented  of  rendering  to  your 
conntrj  most  efficient  service,  and  of  aiding  by  your  advice  and 
assistance  to  promote  the  welfare  and  to  uphold  the  honour  of  a 
profession  to  which  your  Hfe  has  been  devoted  and  which  yonr 
character  adorns. 

"  t  send  the  *  Salamander '  specially  with  this  letter,  and  your 
immediate  answer  is  anxiously  desired  by  me.  Admiral  Ghige 
wiQ  succeed  to  the  command  in  the  Tagas,  and  you  must  remain 
until  he  arrives ;  but  to  save  time  he  has  hoisted  his  flag  in  the 
'  Hastings,'  and  will  be  ready,  I  hope,  to  sail  almost  as  soon 
as  your  answer  can  be  received  by  me  on  the  return  of '  Sala- 
mander.' *  Asia's '  three  years  have  nearly  expired ;  you  will, 
therefore,  come  to  England  in  her  when  Admiral  Ghtge  relieves 
you,  and  she  will  be  paid  o£E.  We  have  ordered  *  Castor '  home, 
as  the  shortest  mode  of  supplying  her  various  defects,  and  if 
'  Lightning '  has  not  left  the  Tagus  on  her  return  when  you  re- 
ceive this  letter,  pray  notify  to  Lord  William  Russell  that  you 
have  orders  to  send  her  to  England  within  forty-eight  hours  after 
receiving  this,  and  trust  if  he  intends  to  come  home  in  her  he 
must  embark  at  once,  and  sail  without  delay.  We  have  ordered 
the  '  Maitland '  to  remain  in  the  Tagus  for  the  present,  that  you 
may  have  accommodation  for  your  extra  force  of  marines.  The 
accounts  from  Holland  are  less  warlike,  but  still,  until  further 
orders,  it  will  be  prudent  to  keep  your  force  as  much  concen- 
trated as  possible  in  the  Tagus.  Pedro's  recent  conduct  is  im- 
politic in  the  extreme  and  quite  indefensible ;  the  Decree  against 
his  brother,  following  immediately  the  communication  made  to 
him  by  Lord  Howard,  was  an  act  of  bad  faith  towards  us  and 
fatal  to  every  hope  of  terminating  the  contest  by  an  amicable 
adjustment,  even  when  by  arms  he  appears  unable  to  decide  it. 
The  conduct  also  towards  the  Pope's  Legate  does  not  appear 
much  more  rational. 

"  Your  part,  however,  in  that  troubled  scene  is  drawing  to  a 
close ;  it  has  been  performed  with  honour,  and  you  will  retire 
from  it  with  conscious  pride.  A  new  scene  is  opeuing  to  you  at 
home,  where  credit  and  distinction  await  you,  and  where  I  shall 
be  most  happy  to  number  you  among  my  colleagues,  and  to  re- 
ceive you  as  a  friend." 
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From  Sir  JameB  Qrahatn. 

"  Admiralty,  8th  April,  1834. 

"  I  have  received  the  Eang's  commands  to  notify  to  yon  his 
entire  approbation  of  yonr  condnct,  and,  as  a  mark  of  His 
Majesty's  favonr,  the  next  vacant  cross  of  a  Knight  Commander 
of  the  Bath  will  be  bestowed  on  yon. 

'*  I  need  not  add  how  sincerely  I  concnr  in  this  commenda- 
tion, which  I  am  happy  to  communicate  to  you ;  and  the  hono- 
rary distinction  cannot  be  conferred  on  a  naval  officer  whom  I 
consider  more  deserving.'' 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
"  Private. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  12th  AprU,  1834. 

^'  The  success  of  Queen  Donha  Maria's  arms  in  the  north  of 
Portugal  will,  I  flatter  myself,  have  the  best  influence  on  her 
cause  generally,  and  compensate  tenfold  for  any  disappointment 
which  may  have  been  excited  by  the  retreat  of  Baron  de  Sa  from 
AJemtejo.  His  force  proved  insufficient  for  such  extiended  opera- 
tions ;  he  has,  however,  gained  the  Algarve,  and  the  towns  on 
that  coast  held  by  the  Constitutionalists  are  secured. 

''  On  the  retreat  of  De  Sa,  the  Miguelites  possessed  them- 
selves of  Alpa^ar  do  Sal,  and  the  troops  which  had  advanced  to 
St.  Ubes  returned  to  that  place  without  loss. 

"  I  inclose  with  this  the  latest  intelligence  we  have  received 
from  Oportoi  and  also  two  Lisbon  *Chronicas' — one  being  a 
sti^>pressed  copy,  containing  a  calumnious  statement  against  the 
Duke  de  Palmella,  touching  a  pretended  proposition  some  time 
ago  to  the  Emperor,  which  is  formally  disavowed  in  the 
*  Chronica '  substituted  for  circulation. 

"  I  understand  that  Dom  Pedro  returned  hastily  and  in  dis- 
pleasure yesterday  from  the  army,  finding  probably  that  the 
sentiments  of  Saldanha  are  not  altogether  in  unison  with  his 
wishes. 

"  I  feel  it  proper,  Sir,  to  notice  a  trifling  yet  vexatious  trans- 
action here  in  which  1  have  been  unintentionally  implicated. 

"  An  English  vessel,  called  the  '  Ellen  Jenkinson,'  lately 
arrived  from  Liverpool,  bringing  for  me,  in  the  private  care  of  the 
Master  (and  not  included  in  the  manifest),  a  small  present  of 
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some  liome  made  ale  (about  24  gallons)  and  cheese,  from  some 
female  relatives  who  reside  near  Chester.  Not  being  contraband 
articles,  they  were  at  the  expiration  of  four  or  five  days  sent 
for  (as  on  former  occasions),  and  delivered  by  the  Master  to 
the  '  Asia's  *  boat,  in  the  presence  of  the  Custom  House  officer 
stationed  in  the  vessel,  who  offered  no  objection,  nor  was  any 
irregularity  contemplated. 

*'  The  Inspector  of  the  Customs,  on  ascertaining  what  had 
been  done,  reproved  the  Master  for  not  having  entered  the 
articles  at  the  Custom  House,  but  appeared  satisfied  with  the 
explanation  he  gave  of  having  erred  under  misapprehension. 
The  vessel  was,  however,  shortly  afterwards  seizedy  notwithstand- 
ing every  readiness  was  at  once  expressed  to  send  the  articles  to 
the  Custom  House,  and  make  payment,  if  necessary,  of  the  few 
shillings  duty  to  which  they  might  be  liable.  As  there  appeared 
no  immediate  disposition  to  release  the  'Ellen  Jenkinson,' 
although  the  facts  I  have  stated  are  not  doubted,  I  have  sub- 
mitted the  case  to  Lord  Howard  de  Walden." 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  Private. 

"  '  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  14th  April,  1834. 

"  It  is  with  the  liveliest  sentiments  of  pride  and  gratification 
that  I  have  received  your  flattering  communication  of  the  King's 
gracious  approbation  of  my  conduct,  and  of  His  Majesty's  con- 
descending intention  to  confer  on  me  a  further  distinguished 
mark  of  the  Royal  favour. 

"  May  I  request  you.  Sir,  to  convey  to  His  Majesty  the 
dutiftd  assurance  of  my  deep  gratitude  and  unremitting  desire 
to  merit  this  honour  by  devoting  my  humble  services  with  zeal 
and  fidelity  to  his  service  in  whatever  station  they  may  be 
deemed  worthy  of  employment  ? 

"  Allow  me  to  add  my  full  sense  of  the  favourable  feeling  you 
have  evinced  towards  me  upon  the  present  and  every  other  occa- 


sion. 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
"  Private. 

" '  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  14th  April,  1834. 
"  The  '  Salamander '  reached  the  Tagus  last  evening,  jand  I 
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want  words  to  express  my  sense  of  the  flattering  and  grati- 
fying terms  in  which  you  ofEer  me,  under  the  approval  of  His 
Majesty  and  Lord  Grey,  a  seat  at  the  Board  over  which  you 
preside. 

"  Unacquainted  as  I  am  with  the  details  of  such  important 
duties,  and  diffident  of  my  power  to  discharge  them  with  the 
ability  which  I  feel  is  essentially  necessary,  I  will  frankly  con- 
fess that  I  have  never  ambitioned  this  high  and  responsible 
station. 

*'  But  the  confidence  you  are  pleased  to  repose  in  me  out- 
weighs all  previous  considerations,  and  leaves  me  but  to  declare 
my  readiness  to  contribute  my  humble  services  in  the  vacancy 
tendered  with  such  encouraging  courtesy ; — they  will  be  at  least 
rendered  with  assiduiiy  and  integrity,  and  I  regard  not  the  labour 
while  my  health  enables  me  to  meet  it  with  a  reasonable  hope  of 
being  useful. 

''As  I  feel  confident  every  allowance  will  be  made  for 
deficiency  of  knowledge  on  matters  of  business,  I  shall  hope,  on 
the  other  hand,  from  the  candour  which  has  been  manifested  on 
all  occasions,  that  you  will  not  hesitate  to  apprise  me  if  you  find 
my  assistance  fall  short  of  your  expectations ;  for  I  assure  you, 
dear  Sir,  it  would  cause  me  much  less  mortification  to  retire  from 
an  office,  the  duties  of  which  1  have  been  unaccustomed  to,  than 
to  remain  either  to  the  prejudice  of  the  public  service  or  disap- 
pointment of  my  colleagues. 

"  I  shall  be  ready  to  resign  the  command  here  to  my  old 
friend  Admiral  Gage,  whenever  he  may  appear ;  and  it  will  be 
an  additional  gratification  to  be  succeeded  by  an  officer  of  his 
high  and  honourable  character." 

Extract. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  16th  April,  1834. 

"  Lord  Howard  has  done  me  the  favour  to  show  me  a  letter 
he  has  just  received  from  Mr.  Villiers,  stating  the  uncertainty  of 
the  Spanish  troops  now  entering  Portugal,  in  consequence  of 
Don  Carlos  having  retreated  towards  Abrantes,  and  the  dis- 
affected spirit  which  unfortunately  prevails  in  Castile. 

"  As  your  last  letter  led  me  to  believe  that  the  necessity  of 
concentrating  our  force  here  was   less  urgent,  I  shall,  if  the 
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report  of  Commander  McDougall,  on  the  return  of  tlie  *  Nimrod/ 
renders  it  desirable,  endeavonr  to  appropriate  one  of  the  10-gnn 
brigs  to  the  duty  on  the  Coast  of  Biscay  and  Asturias,  as  it  may 
be  important  at  this  crisis  to  have  intelligence  rapidly  conveyed 
thence  to  England. 

"  The  *  Stag  *  is  just  arrived,  and  with  the  '  Nimrod '  and 
'  Ringdove '  will  remain  in  the  Tagus  until  Admiral  Gage 
assumes  the  command,  or  I  am  assured  from  home  that  they 
may  be  again  detached  with  propriety. 

"  The  late  attack  of  the  Miguelites  on  St.  Ubes,  feeble  as  it 
was,  determined  me  to  send  the  *  Leveret '  there,  more,  however, 
as  a  means  of  obtaining  correct  intelligence  of  the  movements  of 
the  belligerents  than  any  apprehension  of  the  place  being  cap- 
tared,  and  our  countrymen  thereby  endangered,  for  Dom  Pedro's 
ministers  seem  little  disposed  to  make  any  communications  to 
Lord  Howard  that  they  can  avoid,  and  appear  to  betray  a  feel- 
ing unfavourable  to  English  interests  whenever  they  have  an 
opportunity. 

**  Perhaps  you  may  not  have  seen  the  accompanying  procla- 
mation issued  by  the  Duke  of  Terceira  on  his  taking  the  com- 
mand in  the  north ;  it  is  in  the  tone  of  moderation  which  has 
characterised  ail  his  political  measures,  and  will,  I  trust,  have  a 
beneficial  effect. 

"Admiral  Visconde  Cabo  San  Vicente  is  this  instant 
arrived  in  the  'City  of  Edinburgh'  steamer.  He  left  Oporto 
yesterday,  and  attempted  to  make  a  landing  at  Figueira,  with 
his  marines  on  his  way,  but  found  the  surf  too  high.  His  latest 
intelligence  stated  the  Duke  of  Terceira  to  be  at  Murcia  in 
pursuit  of  the  Miguelites,  who  were  supposed  to  be  retreating  on 
Miranda. 

"  A  telegraphic  despatch  received  this  morning  from  the 
head-quarters  of  Count  Saldanha  also  announces  Lamego  to 
have  been  taken  possession  of  on  the  13th  by  the  forces  of  the 
Duke. 

**  P.S.  The  telegraphic  despatch  further  report43  Don  Carlos 
to  have  reached  Castello  Branco  on  the  11th  instant. — W.P." 
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'*  To  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  M.  Hardy. 
Extract. 

*'  *  Asia,'  Lisbon,  14th  April,  1834. 

**  I  congratulate  jon  most  sincerely  on  sacceeding  to  Green- 
wich Hospital,  which  1  hope  yon  will  long  hold  with  nninter- 
rapted  pleasore. 

'*  I  will  not  dilate  on  the  honorary  distinction  intended  me, 
bat  Ifed  it  via  becomes  me.'* 


From  Lord  WiUiam  BmssbU. 


**"  Endsleigh,  near  Tavistock, 

"  14th  April,  1884. 
"  I  mnst  write  yon  a  few  lines  to  congratnlate  yon  on  being 
made  a  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  ;  it  is  to  yon  a  gratifying  proof  of 
haying  discharged  yonr  difficult  and  disagreeable  duty  at  Lisbon 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  G-overnment,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  country  will  derive  benefit  from  your  experience  and  know- 
ledge of  naval  affairs.  1  need  scarcely  tell  you  that  no  one 
heard  of  your  appointment  with  greater  pleasure  than  I  did.  If 
you  return  home  soon,  we  shall  again  be  neighbours,  for  I  live 
next  to  the  Admiralty,  as  near  as  the  ^Asia'  was  to  Pombal 
House." 


'*  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  «Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  20th  April,  1834. 

''  The  Ministers  of  Dom  Pedro  have  unreservedly  manifested 
their  determination  no  longer  to  show  preference  to  the  com- 
merce with  England. 

"  A  Decree  was  yesterday  published  by  which  all  nations  are 
placed  on  an  equality  of  duties. 

'*  This  measure  has  been  for  some  time  anticipated,  and  I  am 
happy  to  find  it  is  received  with  less  uneasiness  by  our  mer- 
chants than  was  expected,  for  though  the  markets  will  probably 
be  at  first  glutted  by  foreign  competition,  it  is  not  believed  that 
it  will  eventually  operate  seriously  against  our  trade.     German 
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iinens,  some  of  the  Frencli  woollen  cloths,  and  Swedish  iron 
will,  perhaps,  compete  most  sucoessf ullj,  bnt  little  apprehension 
is  entertained  of  any  great  increase  of  French  manufactures 
generally,  as  nearly  the  whole  of  their  imports  have  hitherto 
been  smuggled.  The  reduced  rate  of  duty  will  probably  sup- 
press this  system,  and  it  is  thought  that  a  sufficiently  remune- 
rating profit  will  scarcely  be  obtained  to  encourage  merchants  of 
a  higher  order  to  embark  in  the  regular  commerce.  The  con- 
sumption of  the  produce  of  Portugal  almost  exclusively  by 
England  also  satisfies  our  residents  that  a  prefeUBnce  must  be 
given  to  English  merchandize,  although  the  change  is  un- 
questionably to  our  disadvantage. 

"  Mr.  Freire  has  made  a  captious  complaint  to  Lord  Howard 
de  Walden  of  the  '  Salamander  *  having  omitted  to  reply  to 
some  queries  when  hailed  by  the  *  Tower  of  Belem  '  in  going  out 
of  the  Tagus  at  night.  The  circumstance  was  perfectly  unknown 
to  me,  and  has  it  has  never  been  the  practice  to  board  or  question 
vessels-of-war  on  their  departure,  the  motive  of  the  present 
representation,  and  the  tone  assumed  in  making  it,  is  palpably 
vexatious,  to  say  nothing  of  the  menace  which  accompanied 
it.  Something  of  the  kind  was  attempted  during  the  time  of 
the  Miguelites,  by  Count  Bastos  (about  a  year  ago),  but  I 
resisted  it,  and  it  was  relinquished.  As  Lord  Howard  has 
officially  transmitted  to  me  his  correspondence  arising  from 
Mr.  Freire's  note,  I  have  felt  it  right  to  lay  the  whole  before  the 
Admiralty. 

"  I  have  no  military  operations  to  report  since  the  '  Castor  ' 
sailed,  but  the  Queen's  cause  appears  to  be  going  on  most 
prosperously  in  the  north,  under  the  Duke  of  Terceira,  and  the 
adhesion  of  the  Miguelite  Generals,  Viscount  Santa  Martha  and 
John  de  Silveira  (though  not  holding  command),  will  probably 
induce  others  to  follow  their  example.  The  force  of  the  Miguelites, 
however,  is  found  rather  stronger  than  was  expected. 

"  Napier  is  created  a  Count  for  his  late  services  at  Valen9a, 
and  is  now  here." 
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"  To  Sir  Thomas  M.  Hardy. 

"  *  Asia/  Lisbon,  21st  April,  1834. 
"  The  *  Orestes  '  has  fortunately  arrived  in  time  for  the  mail, 
which  Lord  Howard  wished  to  defer  until  to-day.  He  has,  I 
believe,  quite  enough  on  his  hands  from  the  uncourteous  opposi- 
tion and  impediments  which  the  Ministers  Freire  and  Carvalho 
are  continually  manifesting,  and  I  believe  their  hatred  of  his 
Lordship  equals,  if  possible,  their  malice  against  myself,  and 
with  as  little  just  cause.  Their  unfriendly  feeling  towards 
England  is  not  concealed.  The  equalization  of  duties  on  the 
goods  of  ail  nations,  though  not  a  measure  of  injustice  to  our 
country,  is  nevertheless  a  proof  that  it  is  no  longer  the  favoured 
one,  and  the  change  comes  with  a  bad  grace  just  at  present,  and 
without  a  word  of  their  intentions  having  been  hinted  to  Lord 
Howard  de  Walden." 


From  {Charles  Napier)  Gonde  Gdbo  San  Vicente. 

"  25th  April,  1834. 

"  I  am  sorry  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  join  your  party 
to-day,  as  I  am  off  to  the  north. 

"1  hope  to  be  back  before  you  go,  if  not,  be  assured  no 
person  wishes  you  more  health  and  happiness  than,  &c." 


"  To  Lord  William  Russell. 

"  'Asia,'  Lisbon,  28th  April,  1834. 
*'  I  cannot  let  the  packet  proceed  without  a  few  lines  of 
thanks  for  your  amusing  accounts,  from  Vigo,  of  Napier's 
military  operations;  no  one  laughed  more  heartily  at  it  than 
himself.  He  has  been  with  us  the  last  ten  days,  has  received  the 
title  of  Conde,  and  is  again  on  the  move  to  the  north  with  his 
steamer  and  m9,rines,  we  presume  to  make  his  long-desired 
attempt  on  Figueira,  and,  as  the  Duke  of  Terceira  is  by  this 
time  probably  in  full  march  on  Coimbra,  I  trust  the  nautical 
part  of  the  expedition  will  be  achieved  without  difl&culty  or 
danger  of  the  enterprising  Admiral-Marshal  falling  a  prey  to  the 
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Miguelite  guerillas,  from  the  imceriaiiity  of  the  commTinication 
by  sea  being  kept  open  on  that  part  of  the  ooast. 

"  You  will  find  that  a  most  hostile  spirit  is  already  manifest- 
ing itself,  by  the  honourable  Members  of  tiie  Provisional  Govern- 
ment, against  the  English  in  general,  as  well  as  your  humble 
servant  in  particular.  Our  predictions  are  already  nearly  veri- 
fied ;  no  longer  the  most  favoured  nation,  our  merchants  begin 
to  feel  the  bleseingB  intended  them  by  Senrs.  Garvalho,  Freire, 
and  Co.,  who  sweep  off  all  former  regulations  of  trade,  &c.,  with 
a  stroke  of  the  pen,  and  wish  to  annihilate  the  British  squadron 
in  the  same  vortex.  They  are  playing  the  game  of  Miguel 
towards  us,  and,  Kke  yourself  on  a  similar  occasion,  with  regard 
to  one  of  the  ex-GonsuUOeneraVa  letters,  I  have  been  obliged 
to  forward,  for  their  edification,  one  of  my  own,  written  fourteen 
months  ago  to  the  redoubtable  Yisconde  Santarem,  which  applies 
precisely  to  a  case  now  in  dispute  with  this  present  Foreign 
Secretary.  But  I  expect  soon  to  be  relieved,  and  hope  to  have 
the  pleasure  of  discussing  these  follies  again  with  you  in  a  better 
country." 

**  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
"  Private. 

"  *  Asia,*  in  the  Tagus,  28th  April,  1834. 

**  It  will,  I  fear,  be  found  that  a  feeling  inimical  to  our  country 
at  present  pervades  every  act  of  the  Provisional  Government  at 
Lisbon.  The  restrictions  which  they  wish  to  impose  on  the  free 
departure  of  our  ships-of-war  is,  at  this  period,  without  even  a 
pretext  of  prudential  expediency,  contrary  to  all  former  custom, 
and  from  the  offensive  tone  in  which  the  communication  has 
been  made  to  Lord  Howard  by  Senhor  Freire  calculated  only  to 
produce  mischievous  consequences. 

'*  I  trust  I  have  not  outstepped  the  proper  bounds  of  my  duty 
in  declaring  my  determination  to  resist  any  measure  militating 
against  our  maritime  dignity,  and  to  retort  in  kind  if  they  pre- 
sumptuously fire  shot  to  detain  His  Majesty's  vessels  when  going 
out  of  the  Tagus,  having  offered  at  the  same  time  to  give  due 
notice  of  the  intended  departure  of  any  by  night.  Nothing  short 
of  some  such  practical  chastisement  will,  I  apprehend,  effectually 
check  the  insolence  of  the  party  now  in  authority. 


■I 
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''  The  calumnions  charge  which  Senhor  Freire  anblnshinglj 
makes  against  the  officers  of  the  English  Navj  '  for  scandalous 
behaYioiir  in  the  theatre  of  Scm  Carlos,'  is  of  a  piece  with  his  un- 
merited animadyersions  on  all  occasions.  My  yisits  to  the  Opera 
House  have  been  few,  but  I  have  ascertained  from  unquestionable 
authority  that  in  no  instance  has  the  slightest  indecorum  been 
committed  by  any  of  oi^r  officers,  though  the  audience  has  been 
more  than  once  disturbed  by  the  tumult  of  those  either  belonging 
to,  or  very  recently  discharged  from,  the  service  of  Donha  Maria. 
This  fact  is  notoriously  known  at  Lisbon,  and  can  scarcely  have 
escaped  Senhor  Freire,  who,  with  a  corresponding  artifice,  on  a 
former  occasion  charged  the  seamen  of  the  British  squadron  of 
insulting  the  city  by  riding  races  in  the  streets,  although  the 
nuisance  complained  of  was  committed  (I  believe  exclusively)  by 
the  English  crews  of  the  Portuguese  ships-of-war. 

'*  The  unfair  estimate  of  duties  now  attempted  to  be  levied  on 
our  merchants,  and  the  late  Decree  dissolving  the  preference  be- 
fore given  us  as  the  most  favoured  nation  are  marks  of  the  spirit 
which  is  in  operation :  but  these  are  points  which  Lord  Howard 
de  Walden  will  more  properly  bring  under  the  consideration  of 
Government,  and  I  believe  we  have  but  one  opinion  on  the  pass- 
ing events  aroand  us.  Happily,  the  cause  of  the  Queen  appears 
secure,  and  her  pre-eminence  would  probably  be  soon  established 
throughout  the  kingdom  if  Dom  Pedro's  ministers  were  earnest 
in  this  object,  which  has  been  long  doubted,  from  their  supposed 
disinclination  to  meet  the  Cortes  until  their  political  system  and 
various  charges  are  sufficiently  matured. 

"  Brigadier- Greneral  Bacon,  commanding  Dom  Pedro's  cavalry, 
has  sent  in  his  resignation,  and  it  is  believed  the  Ministers  will 
endeavour  to  remove  Saldanha,  who  is  opposed  to  their  proceed- 
ings. General  d'Avil6,  who  was  for  many  years  confined  in  one 
of  the  frontier  fortresses,  is  spoken  of  as  the  probable  successor 
in  command  of  the  army,  and  reported  to  be  a  good  soldier ;  but 
Saldanha  is  very  popular  with  his  troops  and  officers,  and  the 
change  must  be  hazardous." 
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From  (Gharles  Napier)  Gonde  Gaho  San  Vicente, 

"  29th  April,  1834. 

"  I  spoke  to  Carvalho  and  convinced  him  how  wrong  he  had 
behaved,  and  he  has  promised  to  order  the  restoration  of  the 
*  Ellen  Jenkinson '  to-morrow. 

"  I  hope  to  see  you  again ;  indeed,  I  have  no  donbt  of  it  if  I 
do  not  get  into  a  scrape." 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagns,  3rd  May,  1834. 

"  Every  intelligence  we  receive  from  the  north  is  favourable 
to  the  cause  of  Donha  Maria.  A  private  letter  yesterday  reached 
a  British  merchant,  announcing  that  the  Duke  of  Terceira  had 
actually  entered  Coimbra,  but,  though  a  highly  probable  event, 
it  rests  as  yet  upon  too  doubtftil  authority  to  be  implicitly 
credited. 

"  From  the  south  our  information  is  not  so  satisfactory.  It 
appears  certain  that  General  Bourmont  (the  younger)  has  entered 
the  Algarve  with  a  considerable  force  of  Miguelites,  and  com- 
pelled Baron  Bernardo  de  Sa  to  evacuate  Silves  and  retire  with 
some  loss  on  Lagos.  Reinforcements  have,  however,  been  dis- 
patched to  him,  and  Napier,  who  proceeded  this  morning  with 
a  steam-vessel  full  of  troops,  has,  we  perceive,  taken  that 
direction. 

"  There  has  been  for  several  days  considerable  expectation  of, 
some  change  in  Dom  Pedro's  ministers,  principally  affecting  the 
removal  of  Mr.  Freire.  When  Lord  Howard  last  saw  him  his 
high  tone  was  humbled;  with  consummate  hypocrisy  he  pre- 
tended that  the  orders  for  firing  on  English  ships  on  their  depar- 
ture  was  intended  to  apply  to  merchant  vessels  only ;  that  the 
communication  was  not  meant  to  give  offence ;  and  that  he  did 
not  know  the  '  Salamander '  was  a  steam  vessel-of-war !  This 
of  all  his  assertions  is,  perhaps,  the  most  bare-faced  disregard  of 
veracity,  considering  that  she  was  the  vessel  especially  em- 
ployed in  escorting  the  Queen  to  Portugal,  and  afterwards  in 
endeavouring  to  save  the  passengers  and  Royal  property  wrecked 
in  the  *  City  of  Waterford  '  steam- vessel,  near  San  Martinho. 
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'*  Mr.  Freire  admitted  that  his  imputation  of  scandalons  be- 
haviour on  the  part  of  our  officers  at  the  Opera  House  alluded  to 
a  disgraceful  outrage  which  is  uniTersaUj  known  to  have  been 
committed  by  a  worthless  individual  who  had  been  turned  out  of 
the  Portuguese  Navy,  and  now  mate  of  an  English  merchant 
schooner  at  St.  TJbes.  The  whole  of  these  observations  to  Lord 
Howard  were  verbal,  but  I  hope  we  shall  extract  some  document 
in  writing  by  which  Mr.  Freire's  mis-statements  may  stand 
recorded. 

"  The  *  Ellen  Jenkinson,'  Liverpool  trader,  was  released  two 
days  ago,  after  being  vexatiously  detained  nearly  four  weeks, 
merely  to  gratify  a  malignant  feeling  against  myself.  The  osten- 
sible  ground  of  seizure,  I  have  before  stated,  was  for  delivering 
(though  constantly  irregularly  practised)  a  small  cask  of  beer  and 
box  of  cheese  for  my  use  to  a  boat  of  the  *  Asia.'  No  cause  is 
assigned  for  her  liberation  except  that  the  Administrator  had  re- 
ported favourably  on  the  case ! ! ! 

"  Brigadier- General  Bacon  is  at  Lisbon,  and  is  to  be  tried,  at 
his  own  request,  by  court-martial  in  consequence  of  representa- 
tions made  by  Count  Saldanha  of  his  having  caused  some  acts  of 
militeoy  insubordination  amongst  the  men  in  the  regiment  of 
Lancers.  He  appears  confident  of  the  result  being  satis- 
factory. 

**  I  am  happy  to  find  that  the  late  Decree  fi>r  equalizing  the 
duties  to  foreigners  generally  is  not  likely  to  affect  our  commerce 
materially.  The  remarks  by  a  very  intelligent  merchant  will 
show  that  the  measure  promises  to  be  more  prejudicial  to  the 
Portuguese  themselves  than  to  any  other  country.. 

*'  The  appointment  of  Don  Pedro  de  Castro  on  a  special  mis- 
sion from  Madrid  to  the  Court  of  Lisbon  gives  great  satisfaction." 


^'  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

**  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  5th  May,  1834. 
•*  A  King's  messenger  arrived  yesterday,  in  the  *  County  of 
Pembroke,*  English  steamer,  with  despatches  for  Lord  Howard 
de  Walden,  of  which  his  Lordship  has  communicated  the  contents 
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to  me,  and  the  ratification  of  the  Treaty  hy  the  Portuguese 
Gk)vemment  will  be  forwarded  this  evening  ty  the  *  African.' 

"  Notwithstanding  the  policy  of  keeping,  for  the  present,  such 
important  despatches  secret,  I  feel  it  right  to  notice  that  their 
purport  was  whispered  about  Lisbon  for  two  hours  before 
Mr.  Freire  (who  was  accidentally  from  home)  had  received  his 
letters,  and  every  particular  was  openly  discussed  during  the 
evening  at  the  opera.  The  information  must,  doubtless,  have 
been  privately  conveyed  by  some  of  the  numerous  agents  of  this 
GK)vemment  now  in  London. 

^'Napier,  I  find,  is  gone,  as  he  originally  intended,  off 
Figueira,  and  not  to  the  Algarve.  The  *  County  of  Pembroke  ' 
spoke  with  him  on  board  the  *City  of  Edinburgh'  off  the 
Mondego  on  the  3rd  instant,  but  the  surf  was  then  too  high  to 
admit  the  disembarkation  of  his  men. 

"  The  report  of  the  occupation  of  Goimbia  by  the  Duke  of 
Terceira  has  not  been  confirmed. 

*'  As  it  now  seems  more  than  probable  we  may  soon  be  re- 
quired to  land  our  marines,  allow  me  to  submit  the  expediency  of 
their  being  put  in  a  course  of  daily  exercise  on  shore  without 
loss  of  time,  which  will  be  highly  necessary  to  render  them  effi- 
cient for  active  service,  after  their  long  confinement  in  the  ships. 
"  Lord  Howard  de  Walden  sees  no  objection  to  this  being  put 
in  practice  when  the  ratification  of  the  Treaty  is  gone,  and  I  would 
propose,  with  the  consent  of  the  Portuguese  Government,  a  situa- 
tion on  the  south  side  for  their  exercise,  in  the  manner  pursued 
by  Lord  Amelins  Beauclerk  formerly;  but  perhaps  the  nex^ 
packet  may  bring  some  instructions  on  this  head. 

"  Mr.  Freire  professes  to  be  much  pleased  with  the  measures 
now  in  progress,  and  I  dare  say  will  avoid  further  dissensions  at 
present;  but  I  think  it  has  been  shown  that  himself  and  his 
colleague,  Gavalho,  have  been  actuated  in  their  late  proceedings 
towards  us  by  feelings  quite  unworthy  of  statesmen. 

"  Dom  Pedro  remains  at  the  Palace  of  Hamales,  near  Gintra. 
"  We  hear  nothing  further  from  the  Algarve,  and  are  under 
some  anxiety  about  Baron  Bernardo  de  Sa.  I  have  been  unwilling 
ever  since  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  26th  March,  to  sepa- 
rate the  stronger  vessels  of  the  squadron,  but  as  St.  Ubes  is  so 
completely  within  our  reach,  I  purpose  sending  the  *  Ringdove  ' 


1834]  THE  LIFE   OF   SIR   W.    PARKER.  363 

there  again   to  relieve  the  'Leveret,'  and  order  the  latter  to 
the  Algarve  to  obtain  intelligence." 


From  Sir  James  Graham, 

"  Admiralty,  8th  May,  1834. 

"  I  have  received  with  sincere  gratification  yonr  acceptance 
of  the  seat  at  this  Board  which  I  had  the  pleasure  of  ofEering  to 
yon.  Admiral  Gb.ge  is  detained  by  a  court-martial,  and  by  some 
little  difficulty  in  completing  his  ship's  company;  but  I  think 
he  may  sail  in  a  fortnight ;  and  in  a  few  days  after  his  arrival  in 
the  Tagus  you  will  be  enabled  to  put  him  in  possession  of  all 
necessary  information,  and  may  return  direct  to  England.  The 
new  Patent  for  this  Board  will  not  be  made  out  till  your  arrival, 
and  in  the  meantime  we  have  the  services  of  Sir  Thomas  Hardy, 
whose  house  at  Greenwich  is  not  ready  for  his  reception.  The 
conduct  of  Pedro  and  his  Ministers  is  flagrantly  unjustifiable 
and  madly  impolitic  ;  the  clause  abolishing  the  commercial  adv^an- 
tages  enjoyed  by  British  merchants  is  conceived  in  a  hostile 
spirit,  and  will  generate  angry  feelings  of  resentment  in  a 
powerful  class  in  this  country ;  and  to  crown  the  whole,  any 
insult  to  our  flag,  or  to  our  officers,  may  turn  the  tide  of  public 
opinion  here  so  decidedly  against  Pedro  as  to  render  its  force 
quite  irresistible.  We  have  told  Monsieur  Sarmiento  these  truths 
in  the  plainest  terms,  and  1  hope  he  will  communicate  them  to 
his  Government. 

*'ln  the  meantime  nothing  can  be  more  proper  than  your 
letter ;  and,  if  it  is  not  attended  to,  they  will  learn  that  you  do 
not  deal  in  empty  menaces.  I  trust,  however,  they  will  recover 
their  reason,  and  listen  to  your  just  representations." 


"To  Sir  Thomas  Hardy. 
Extract. 

"  *  Asia,'  Lisbon,  10th  May,  1834. 

"  Napier  has  got  possession  of  Figueira  without  resistance ; 

everything  to  the  northward  goes  on  swimmingly  for  the  Queen ; 

and  if  Dom  Pedro's  Ministers  would  but  adopt  the  wise  course 

of  the  Duke  of  Terceira,  and  by  mildness  and  conciliation  iu- 
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spire  their  opponents  with  confidence,  the  country,  I  have  no 
doubt,  would  soon  be  reconciled.  In  the  Algarve  the  population 
is  eyidentlj  less  favourable  to  her  cause,  and  I  expect  the  struggle 
to  defend  Faro,  on  the  6th,  was  very  severe,  for  neither  side 
even  admit  the  real  extent  of  their  losses.  The  Belgians,  too, 
prove  bad  mercenaries;  160  of  them  deserted,  I  believe,  in  a 
body  in  that  direction,  and  30  English  of  the  21st  Regiment 
have  also  lately  gone  over  from  St.  Ubes  to  the  17th  Miguelite 
Regiment,  newly  arrived  at  Alca9ar  do  Sal  from  Santarem, 
taking  their  arms,  accoutrements,  <fec." 


'^  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
Extract. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  11th  May,  1834. 

*'I  have  just  seen  Captain  Bertram  of  the  frigate  'Dom 
Pedro,'  which  arrived  yesterday  from  off  the  Mondego,  and 
learn  from  him  that,  on  the  surrender  of  Figueira,  two  cor- 
vettes were  despatched  to  the  coast  of  Algarve,  to  co-operate 
with  Baron  de  Sa  Bandeira.  The  Admiral  went  himself  to  meet 
Duke  of  Terceira  at  Coimbra. 

"  While  writing  this  note,  I  hear  from  Lord  Howard  that 
the  Spaniards,  under  Rodil,  with  a  force  of  between  4,000  and 
5,000  good  troops,  are  acting  in  concert  with  the  Duke  of  Ter- 
ceira, and  supposed  to  be  at  the  Ponte  de  Marcella.  Everything, 
therefore,  appears  most  propitious  for  the  speedy  and  satisfac- 
tory termination  of  this  war." 


"  To  Sir  Thomas  Hardy. 

"  Private. 

Extract. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  11  p.m.  11th  May,  1834. 

*'  General  Torres  was  also  at  St.  Juan  de  Madera  on  the  8th, 
on  his  march  from  Oporto,  with  all  the  troops  he  could  muster, 
to  support  the  Duke. 

"  The  Miguelite  garrison  from  Coimbra,  estimated  at  2,000 
strong,  exclusive  of  650  that  retreated  from  Figueira,  are  said  to 
have  reached  Santarem,  where  Dom  Miguel's  force  is  supposed 
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to  have  been  much  reduced  bj  the  large  detachment  recently 
sent  to  the  south. 

^*A11  the  sea-ports  are  now  in  possession  of  the  Constitu- 
tionalists, and  every  one  here  is  in  high  spirits  at  the  present 
prospect  of  the  early  termination  of  the  war. 

"  Napier  went  from  Figueira  to  meet  the  Duke  of  Terceira  at 
Coimbra,  having  previously  ordered  two  corvettes  and  a  brig-of- 
war  from  his  squadron  -off  the  Mondego  to  the  Algarve,  and  the 
'  Dom  Pedro '  frigate  and  another  corvette  to  refit  and  replenish 
in  the  Tagus,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  ofF  Madeira  to  pre- 
vent any  troops  being  sent  from  that  island,  and  to  intercept 
Dom  Miguel,  should  he  attempt  to  escape  there. 

"  The  *  Espoir,^  which  took  a  mail  from  hence  this  evening, 
is  ordered  to  remain  off  Oporto  a  sufficient  time  to  enable  Colonel 
Sorell  to  give  the  Government  the  latest  intelligence  of  the 
operations  in  the  north,  and  I  trust  wiU  convey  a  continuation  of 
good  tidings.'' 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
"  Private. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  17th  May,  1834. 

'*  Don  Carlos  appears  to  feel  the  hopelessness  of  his  present 
position  in  Portugal. 

"A  letter  was  brought  to  me  this  afternoon  by  a  French 
officer  attached  to  his  stafE,  calling  himself  Colonel  St.  Sylvain 
(but  whose  real  name,  1  believe,  is  Hogan).  1  immediately 
commuDicated  the  object  of  his  mission  to  Lord  Howard,  who 
came  on  board  the  'Asia,'  and,  with  his  Lordship's  concur- 
rence, have  in  my  answer  expressed  my  readiness  to  receive 
and  convey  the  Infante  and  his  family  in  one  of  our  ships  to 
Italy,  agreeably  to  the  last  instructions — a  strong  preference 
was  urged  that  the  embarkation  should  be  at  Tavira,  in  the 
Algarve,  the  only  port  in  the  south  coast  now  in  possession  of 
the  Miguelites ;  but  as  it  is  of  uncertain  approach  by  sea,  and 
a  Spanish  force  supposed  to  be  advancing  in  that  direction  from 
Corte  de  Pinto  under  General  Serrano,  we  have  discouraged 
any  such  attempt,  and  strongly  recommended  Aldea  Gallega  on 
the  south  side  of  the  Tagus  as  the  best  point ;  but  should  the 
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disinclination  to  embark  within  tlie  Teygaa  prevail,  Sines  (a 
little  to  the  southward  of  St.  Ubes)  appears  the  most  practicable 
place  on  the  coast. 

'*  Don  Carlos  is  now  at  Almeirim,  bnt  expected  to  go  to 
Evora,  from  which  the  distance  to  either  of  the  places  we  have 
suggested  is  not  great. 

''  Colonel  St.  Sylvain  returns  to-morrow  to  make  the  final 
arrangements ;  he  is  to  apprise  us  of  the  final  decision  of  Don 
Carlos,  and  I  propose  to  appropriate  the  '  Stag'  for  the  Infante's 
reception,  with  the  Princesses  and  part  of  their  suite,  which 
altogether  amount  to  thirty. 

"  The  Royal  Party  are  described  as  having  endured  great 
privations,  and  to  be  now  almost  destitute  of  money  and  clothes. 
We  are  assared  that  Miguel  and  Don  Carlos  have  been  for  some 
time  on  indifPerent  terms,  and  Colonel  St.  Sylvain  also  confirms 
our  accounts  of  the  heavy  losses  the  Miguelite  army  has 
sustained  by  the  epidemic  at  Santarem,  to  the  extent  of  nearly 
7,000  men. 

"  I  must  now  observe  to  you,  Sir,  that  there  has  evidently 
been  some  expectation  on  the  part  of  Dom  Pedro's  Government 
that  an  attempt  would  be  made  by  the  Infantes  to  escape  down 
the  river,  as  for  several  nights  past  all  the  boats  of  the  Portu- 
guese squadron  have  been  detached  on  the  look-out  to  intercept 
them.  A  suspicion  has  likewise  obtained  that  we  had  it  in  con- 
templation to  convey  them  to  the  British  squadron.  I  believe 
Napier  is  anxious  to  make  Dom  Miguel  a  prisoner,  but  it  is 
to  be  hoped  their  boats  would  not  have  the  temerity  to  ofEer  any 
obstruction  to  ours,  should  application  be  made  to  us  by  the 
latter  Prince  for  a  refuge. 

"  We  presume  the  object  of  the  departure  of  Dom  Pedro  to 
the  army  is  to  strike  a  blow,  if  possible,  which  may  end  the  war, 
though  it  is  to  be  feared  with  considerable  loss  of  life,  and  other 
disastrous  resxdts  which  the  operation  of  the  Treaty  might 
prevent." 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  'Asia,'  Tagufl,  18th  May,  1834. 
"  Since  closing  my  letter  last  night.  Colonel  St.  Sylvain  has 
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expressed  some  apprehension  that  Don  Carlos  may  refnse  to  go 
to  Italy,  his  object  being  Holland. 

"  I  have  consulted  with  Lord  Howard  de  Walden  on  the 
sabject,  and  we  agree  in  the  opinion  that  the  Infante  (with  his 
family)  shall  notwithstanding  be  received  on  board  the  British 
sqnadron  for  protection,  as  well  as  to  withdraw  him  from  the 
Peninsula,  but  with  a  distinct  understanding  that  we  do  not 
pledge  ourselves  to  take  him  to  any  other  country  than  Italy, 
without  farther  instruction  from  the  British  Government,  and 
should  his  removal  to  the  Mediterranean  be  eventually  insisted 
on,  we  are  to  be  exonerated  from  every  idea  of  having  tended  to 
mislead  him. 

"  It  is  probable  that  he  will  be  content  to  proceed  as  we  pro- 
posed, but  1  trust  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  signify  the 
wishes  of  Government  on  these  points  as  soon  as  it  may  be  in 
your  power." 

On  the  20 tit  of  May,  Dom  Miguel  agreed 
to  leave  Portugal  within  fifteen  days,  never  to 
return.  He  was  to  receive  a  pension  of  £15,000 
a-year,  and  his  personal  property  was  to  be  at  his 
disposal  on  his  returning  the  Crown  jewels.  On  the 
30th  he  left  Evora  for  Sines.  On  the  2nd  of  June 
he  embarked  for  Genoa,  where  he  arrived  on  the 
20th,  and  instantly  issued  a  declaration,  protesting 
that  the  capitulation  into  which  he  had  entered  was 
null  and  void,  as  an  act  which  he  had  been  com- 
peUed  to  sign  in  order  to  prevent  further  mis- 
fortunes and  the  Uves  of  his  faithful  subjects  !  He 
added  that  he  had  been  surprised  by  an  unexpected 
and  unwarrantable  attack  from  a  friendly  and  allied 
Power. 

''  To  the  Bight  Honourable  Sir  James  Grraham. 

"  'Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  24th  May,  1834. 
"  As  I  find  the  last  packet  carried  home  the   published 
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accounts  of  the  Dnke  of  Terceira's  victory  on  the  18th  at 
ABseiceira,  I  will  not  recur  to  it  further  than  to  observe  that  it 
was  very  gallantly  achieved  by  an  inferior  force,  the  Duke^s 
being  estimated  at  6,000  and  that  of  the  Mignelites  at  7,000 — 
the  casualties  on  the  part  of  the  Constitutionalists  between  300 
and  400 — principally  wounds,  as  but  few  were  killed.  On  the 
other  side  the  loss  is  not  known. 

"  We  are  yet  in  doubt  whether  Dom  Miguel  has  retreated  on 
Elvaa  or  Evora,  as  the  former  fortress  is  understood  to  have 
only  a  supply  of  fifteen  days'  provisions.  The  force  accompany- 
ing him  cannot  now  exceed  5,000;  perhaps  an  equal  number 
may  be  in  the  south,  with  which  it  is  probably  his  object  to 
form  a  junction  and  endeavour  to  get  possession  of  a  sea-port  in 
the  Algarve,  but  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  he  can  anywhere 
make  a  successful  stand.  Don  Carlos  we  hear  has  left  Evora, 
and  taken  the  direction  of  Beja,  but  we  are  uninformed  whether 
his  movement  is  in  combination  with  that  of  Miguel. 

'^  Saldanha  marched  from  Salvaterra  on  the  morning  of  the 
21st,  with  5,000  men  on  Evora,  and  the  Duke  of  Terceira  at  the 
same  time  from  Almeirim  with  a  stronger  division  on  Elvas; 
1,200  have  also  moved  from  Setubal  in  co-operation.  Bodil  is 
supposed  to  be  advancing  on  the  flank  of  Miguel,  and  Serrano, 
with  another  Spanish  division,  also  in  Portugal,  between  Mertola 
and  Martim  Longo. 

*^  In  this  position  of  the  belligerents  it  is  impossible  to 
calculate  on  Don  Carlos  attempting  to  embark  within  the  Tagus. 
Lord  Howard  is  in  possession  of  some  papers  and  facts,  which 
make  this  Infante's  early  retirement  from  the  Peninsula  addi- 
tionally desirable.  The  feeling  against  Mm  is  strongly  expressed 
by  many  of  the  subordinate  officers  in  Dom  Pedro's  army,  and 
they  do  not  disguise  their  determination  to  give  no  quarter  to 
Dom  Miguel,  should  an  opportunity  of  wreaking  their  vengeance 
on  him  be  afforded.  Lord  Howard  and  myself  have  endeavoured 
to  adopt  every  feasible  means  of  averting  a  catastrophe  so  san- 
guinary, and  as  Sines  was  still  open,  I  signified  to  Napier  our 
intention  of  sending  the  '  Nimrod '  off  that  port  as  a  place  of 
embarkation  for  Don  Carlos,  in  the  hope  that  an  expedition 
about  to  be  sent  in  that  direction  might  be  suspended,  until  the 
object,  so  much  for  the  interest  of  the  contending  parties,  might 
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be  effected.     Agreeing  in  onr  views,  the  Admiral   urged  the 
Portngnese  Government  to  comply  with  this  proposition,  but  it 
was  ill-received.     They  appeared  jealons  of  Don  Carlos  surren- 
dering  to  any  force  but  their  own,  and  determined  to  occnpy 
Sines  forthwith,  disavowing,  however,  all  intention  of  opposing 
any  practical  efforts  we  might  think  it  right  to  make  for  the 
safe  embarkation  of  the  Boyal  party.     As  time  pressed,  and 
Lord  Howard  was  unable  to  spare  either  of  the  gentlemen  of  his 
Embassy,  I  have,  with  his  full  concurrence,  despatched  Captain 
Richards  (in  whose  good  judgment  I  have  implicit  confidence) 
accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Hastings  Henry,  of  the  *  Asia,'  with 
letters  to  Don  Carlos  and  Dom  Miguel,  offering  them  refuge  in 
the  squadron.     I  fear  it  is  now  hardly  practicable  to  get  these 
communications  delivered.  Setubal  offers  the  best  chance,  and  as 
the  whole  arrangement  is  detailed  in  my  secret  despatch,  I  have 
only  to  hope  that  the  course  resorted  to,  until  the  public  declara- 
tion of  the  Treaty  enables  Lord  Howard  to  interpose  upon  higher 
grounds,  will  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Admiralty  and  Govern- 
ment. 

"  I  would  have  sent  the  *  Stag  *  off  Sines,  but  was  unwilling 
to  move  her  from  the  Tagus  while  a  chance  remained  of  Don 
Carlos  embarking  here. 

"  The  *  Saracen '  is  gone  to  Cadiz  with  Lord  Howard's 
despatches  for  Mr.  Villiers,  and  she  conveys  the  agent  by  whose 
means  the  documents  for  securing  further  pecuniary  supplies  to 
Don  Carlos  have  been  intercepted. 

'*  It  is  understood  that  Don  Carlos  has  refused  to  accept  the 
resignation  tendered  by  his  Ministers.  He  is  indisposed,  I  hear, 
with  gout  flying  about  him,  and  was  expected  to  return  to-day 
to  Kamalao." 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  24th  May,  1834. 
"  I  feel  it  right  to  notice  to  you  that  Brigadier  Dom  Jos6 
Ceberg,  a  Swiss  by  birth,  who  has  been  forty-six  years  in  the 
Spanish  service,  and  three  months  with  Don  Carlos  in  Portugal, 
presented  himself  on  board  the  British  squadron  four  days  ago, 
having  obtained  his  dismissal. 

VOL.  n.  2  b 
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"  He  has  given  the  necessary  parole,  in  writing,  not  to  take 
np  arms  again  during  the  present  contest  in  the  Peninsnla. 

"  A  passport  has,  therefore,  been  procnred  for  him,  and  he 
sails  to-daj  in  a  Dutch  sloop  for  Amsterdam,  with  very  slender 
finances  after  settling  for  his  passage. 

"  As  many  other  Garlist  officers,  destitute  dliogethsr  of  the 
means  of  subsistence,  are  likely  to  apply  to  us,  some  little  diffi- 
culty will,  I  fear,  arise  how  they  are  to  be  disposed  of,  which 
makes  me  desirous  of  ascertaining  whether  such  applicants  are 
to  be  received  and  victualled  in  the  squadron,  as  their  abiliiy  to 
remove  themselves  within  any  definite  period  must  be  very 
uncertain. 

"The  Portuguese  Government  are  unwilling  to  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  them,  but,  I  believe,  consent  to  allow  rations, 
provided  they  are  lodged  in  some  place  of  security,  which  latter 
precaution  appears  necessary  if  they  land,  as  a  mob  was  with 
difficulty  restrained  from  acts  of  violence  on  Brigadier  Geberg, 
when  he  went  on  shore,  with  an  officer  of  the  '  Asia,'  to  report 
himself  to  the  police." 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  12.30  A.M.,  26th  May,  1834. 

"  It  is  with  infinite  satisfaction  I  again  address  you,  to  report 
the  arrival  of  an  aide-de-camp  of  General  Lemos's,  at  Lord 
Howard  de  Walden's,  about  four  hours  ago,  with  a  despatch 
from  Count  San  Loren^,  to  solicit,  on  the  part  of  Dom  Miguel 
and  Don  Carlos  (who  are  both  at  Evora),his  Lordship's  humane 
interposition  to  stop  the  further  efihision  of  blood,  and  secure  the 
safe  retirement  of  the  Infantes,  on  terms  corresponding,  I  believe, 
with  his  Lordship's  late  propositions. 

*'  Saldanha  has  his  head-quarters  at  Monte  Mor,  and  an 
armistice  has  already  been  entered  into. 

"  Mr.  Gbant,  Secretary  of  this  Legation,  has  just  made  this 
important  communication  to  me,  on  his  way  to  Evora  with  Lord 
Howard's  answer,  and  I  flatter  myself  he  may  find  Captain 
Richards  there,  which  will  manifest,  to  all  parties,  our  earnest 
endeavour  to  promote  this  much  desired  consummation. 

"  I  am  now  sanguine  in  the  hope  that  I  may  soon  have  the 
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liigh  gratification  of  annonnciiig  to  you  the  embarkation  of  the 
PrinceB  under  His  Majesty's  flag;  and  have,  &c" 


^'  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
'*  Private. 

"  'Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  6  p.m.,  27th  May,  1834. 

"  We  have  this  day  received  intimation  of  the  surrender  of 
Dom  Miguel  and  his  army,  under  GFeneral  Lemos,  at  Evora,  to 
Marshal  Count  Saldanha,  with  whom  arrangements  have  been 
made  for  the  immediate  embarkation  of  the  Infante  at  Sines. 

'^  I  have  ordered  the  *  Stag '  ofE  that  port  to  effect  this  im- 
portant object,  without  a  moment's  loss  of  time,  and  then  to 
repair  to  Gascaes  Bay,  for  the  instructions  which  may  be  neces- 
saay  when  the  wishes  of  Dom  Miguel,  and  other  necessary 
information,  is  made  known  to  Lord  Howard  de  Walden  and 
myself.    We  pi-esume  Italy  will  be  his  destination. 

'*  As  yet  we  have  no  conmiunication  from  Don  Carlos,  but 
the  *  Donegal '  is  appropriated  for  the  reception  of  himself  and 
numerous  retinue,  and  will  probably  be  ordered  to  take  them  to 
Spithead,  to  await  the  determination  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. 

"  We  are  indebted  to  the  Marquis  of  Waterf ord  for  conveying 
this  desx)atch,  and,  as  his  yacht  is  now  under  sail,  I  have  only 
time  to  add  my  congpratulations  on  what  may  now  be  considered 
the  successful  termination  of  this  contest." 


"  To  Lord  Howard  de  Walden. 

"  'Asia,'  2  P.M.,  26th  May,  1834. 
"  There  is  a  strong  impression  that  General  Bourmont  the 
younger,  is  now  on  board  the  *  Asia.'  St.- Ledger  came  on  board 
to  see  him  during  my  absence,  being  told  by  Dom  Pedro  that  he 
was  here ;  and  they  are  strong  in  the  belief  that  Macdonnell, 
D61mar,  and  others  went  home  in  the  packet  yesterday!  St. 
Ledger  told  Captain  Pickering  that  the  Emperor  had  written 
to  say  that  Dom  Miguel  and  Don  Carlos  might  embark  in  the 
ships  of  any  nation  they  might  prefer." 

2  B  2 
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"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
"  Private. 

"  *  Aflia,'  in  the  Tagus,  29th  May,  1834. 

"  An  arrangement,  consequent  on  the  surrender  of  the  army 
under  General  Lemos,  haying  been  entered  into  at  Evora,  be- 
tween the  Infantes  Dom  Miguel  and  Don  Carlos — ^the  Marshals 
of  Dom  Pedro's  forces — and  Mr.  Grant,  Secretary  of  Legation  to 
this  Embassy,  for  the  embarkation  of  Miguel  at  Sines  on  the 
80th  instant,  and  of  Don  Carlos  at  Aldea  GtJlega,  in  one  of  our 
ships  in  the  Tagus,  I  despatched  Captain  Lockyer  on  the  27th 
to  receive  Dom  Miguel  in  the  '  Stag '  (his  suite  being  small),  and 
have  appropriated  the  'Donegal'  for  the  conveyance  of  Don 
Carlos  and  his  numerous  family. 

"The  former  has  expressed  a  desire  to  go  to  Genoa;  but  as 
Senor  Freire  is  gone  to  Evora  to  discuss  this  aud  other  matters, 
we  shall  not  determine  finally  on  this  point  until  Lord  Howard 
knows  the  feeling  of  the  Portuguese  Government,  which  will  be 
ascertained  before  the  '  Stag '  reaches  Cascaes  Bay. 

"  Don  Carlos  was  to  leave  Evora  for  Aldea  GkhUega  on  the 
80th  instant.  His  destination  seems  fixed  for  Portsmouth,  and 
the  *  Viper '  is  now  despatched  to  put  His  Majesty's  Government 
in  possession  of  these  arrangements,  that  their  instructions  may 
be  ready  on  the  arrival  of  the  *  Donegal.'  As  I  find  the  *  Re- 
venge '  is  intended  to  relieve  that  ship,  I  hope  this  disposition 
will  indent  with  the  wishes  of  the  Admiralty,  and  I  have  taken 
the  supernumerary  marines  on  board  this  ship  to  afford  as  much 
space  as  possible  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Royal  party 
during  their  continuance  in  the  ^  Donegal.' 

'*  Captain  Richards  had  not  appeared  at  Evora  when  Mr. 
Grant  wrote  on  the  evening  of  the  26th,  and,  from  misinforma- 
tion, and  other  impediments  thrown  in  his  way  at  Alca9ar  do  Sal, 
I  apprehend  he  may  have  proceeded  from  Beja,  but  would  pro- 
bably learn  the  real  posture  of  affairs  before  he  arrived  that  far. 

"  There  has  been  some  little  demonstration  of  disapprobation 
at  Lisbon,  in  consequence  of  Dom  Miguel  being  allowed  to  em- 
bark, and  the  Ministers  of  Dom  Pedro  have  been  reprobated  on 
this  account:  but  whether  the  scene  was  got  up  for  political 
purposes,  or  really  is  an  ebullition  of  party  feeling,  is  yet 
doubtful.      The  army  is  also  described  at  Lisbon  to  be  in  a 
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strong  state  of  excitement  against  the  measure,  bat  Mr.  Grant 
reports  it  to  be  not  only  satisfied,  bat  enthasiastic,  at  this  termi- 
nation of  the  contest,  and  in  deYotion  to  the  wishes  of  the 
Marshals,  who  are  fervent  in  the  object  of  tranquillizing  all 
parties. 

<*I  cannot  conclude  withoat  ofEering  to  jou,  dear  Sir,  my 
hearty  congratulations  on  this  satisfactory  result ;  and  have,  &c." 

The  author  of  the  "  Civil  War  in  Portugal "  sums 
up  his  history  thus  : — 

'*  Never  was  more  hopeless  a  cause  raised  from  the  abyss  of 
seeming  impossibilities.  The  Liberals  had  been  assisted  by  un- 
foreseen and  improbable  events  in  their  struggle  to  win  the 
throne  of  Portugal  for  Donha  Maria  Segunda,  and  an  enumera- 
tion of  these  unexpected  occurrences  may  not  be  uninteresting : 

"1.  Their  occupation  of  the  Island  of  Terceira,  and  their 
good  fortune  in  defending  it  when  attacked  by  such  superior 
forces,  sufficient  to  have  strangled  the  cause  in  its  birth. 

"  2.  The  Revolution  in  Paris,  which  dethroned  Charles  ;  the 
avowed  protector  of  Dom  Miguel's  claims. 

^'3.  The  change  of  Ministry  in  England,  without  which 
neither  men,  nor  horses,  nor  ships,  could  have  been  collected. 

"  4.  The  abdication  of  Dom  Pedro  in  the  Brazils,  in  favour 
of  his  son,  and  his  arrival  in  Europe.  Without  Pedro,  they 
never  could  have  dared  to  move,  could  not  have  remained  always 
in  the  island,  nor  could  they  have  resisted  a  month  after  land- 
ing in  Portugal,  had  they  ever  been  able  to  effect  the  invasion. 

"  5.  The  seizare  of  the  Miguelite  fleet  by  the  French  Govern- 
ment, without  which  no  attempt  by  Dom  Pedro's  small  naval 
fightiug  force  could  have  been  successful  on  the  coast  of  Por- 
tugal. 

'*  6.  The  ignorant  apathy  of  Dom  Miguel's  Ministers  in  not 
fitting  out  another  fleet  in  proper  time  to  replace  that  which  the 
French  had  removed. 

"  7.  The  death  of  Ferdinand ;  depriving  Dom  Miguel  of  both 
physical  and  moral  resources,  till  then  given  by  Spain. 

''  8.  The  Crown  of  Spain  not  falling  into  the  hands  of  Don 
Carlos. 


374  THE  XIFB  OF  SIR  W.   PARKEE.  [1834 

"  9.  The  blnnders  of  Dom  Migael's  MiiuBters  and  Gbnerals, 
at  the  head  of  80,000  men,  against  7,200. 

**  10.  Santa  Martha  leaving  52  pieces  of  artillery,  and  such 
an  nnheard-of  quantity  of  shot  and  shell  in  Oporto. 

'^  11.  The  disunion  and  frequent  dismiRsal  of  Dom  MigueFs 
influential  Ministers  and  Chiefs. 

*^  12.  The  unparalleled  energy  of  the  inhabitants  of  Oporto 
holding  out  against  pestilence,  famine,  and  bombardment. 

"  13.  The  gallant  defence  of  Serra  Convent  by  Torres. 

*'  14.  The  unusnal  mildness  of  the  winter  at  the  time  when 
Dom  Pedro's  supplies  were  nearly  exhausted,  and  when  there 
was  only  one  barrel  of  powder  in  the  arsenal. 

''15.  The  error  of  Dom  Miguel  in  ordering  out  the  fleet. 

"IG.  The  unexpected  achievement  of  Admiral  Napier  in 
taking  a  fleet  of  so  superior  a  force. 

''  17.  The  want  of  co-operation  between  Mollelos  and  Qordao. 

"  18.  The  extraordinary  energy  of  the  Duke  of  Terceira>  and 
the  pusillanimity  of  another  Duke  in  abandoning  Lisbon. 

"  And,  though  last,  not  least,  the  miraculous  preservation  of 
Dom  Pedro's  existence  just  long  enough  to  execute  his  plan  of 
crowning  his  daughter,  though  labouring  under  the  painful  suf- 
ferings of  a  mortal  disease.  All  and  every  one  of  these  co- 
incidences were  absolutely  necessary  for  the  ultimate  success  of 
the  Liberal  party.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  will  now  (Feb- 
ruary, 1836)  be  quiet. 

''  Casualties  during  the  contest  in  the  Liberal  Army : — 

''  Died  in  hospital        . .  . .  . .  3,054 

"Wounded 4,588 

"  Prisoners       . .  . .  . .  . .  1,376 

"Killed  1,220 

"  Deserters  during  the  conflict  . .  7,291 

"Total    ..         ,.   17,591 

"  The  Pedroite  Army  landed  8,219  men. 
"  The  Miguelite  Army,  then  84,566. 
"  The  Pedroites  at  the  close,  40,947. 
"  The  Miguelites,  16,000. 
"  880  Miguelites  joined  the  Pedroites. 
"  1,172  Pedroites  deserted." 
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Then  comes  the  following  remark,  which  gives  an 
idea  of  the  miseries  of  a  civil  war : — 

^' All  calculations  of  the  loss  of  peasantzy  and  Gallicians,  on 
both  sideSy  mnst  be  useless ;  thousands  were  killed  working  in  the 
trenches,  and  fell  unknown,  unasked  for.  Many  more  must  haye 
fallen  in  the  guerilla  warfare  throughout  the  provinces,  and  in 
gaols,  hospitals,  and  foreign  countries.  To  these  must  be  added 
the  prisoners,  murdered  in  cold  blood,  after  years  of  confinement, 
by  the  Miguelites,  in  the  gaols  at  Estremoz  and  YiUa  Real. 

'^A  grave  consideration  suggests  itself  with  respect  to  the 
interference  of  a  foreigner  in  a  quarrel  strictly  national." 

Without  the  intervention  of  the  Cortes,  the 
Government  of  Dom  Pedro  made  legislative  changes 
of  great  importaace. 

In  March,  1834,  Lisbon  and  Oporto  were  de- 
clared free  ports,  and  articles  of  commerce  were 
admitted  for  deposit  subject  to  a  duty  of  one  per 
cent.,  and  every  law  to  the  contrary  was  revoked  by 
the  edict. 

In  April,  the  British  were  deprived  by  Decree 
of  all  the  privileges  enjoyed  by  the  Methuen  Treaty, 
and  of  those  granted  by  Treaty  of  1810,  by  fixing 
the  duties  on  all  foreign  imports  at  25  per  cent,  ad 
valorem. 

Another  Decree  abolished  the  privileges  of  the 
Oporto  Wine  Company. 

Another  Decree  ordered  the  total  extinction  of 
all  coQvents,  monasteries,  colleges  and  religious 
houses  of  monks  of  the  regular  order,  and  incor- 
porated their  estates  with  the  national  domains.* 

*  There  existed  in  Portugal,  at  the  period  of  the  suppression, 
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Another  instance  of  this  well-meant,  but  unques- 
tionably thorough  despotism,  was  that  paper  money 
(which  was  at  1 5  per  cent,  discount,  but  the  currency 
of  which  had  been  duly  confirmed  by  various  laws 
from  1798)  was  abolished;  and  in  spite  of  the 
glaring  injustice  of  compelling  the  payment  in  specie, 
instead  of  in  the  legal  paper  currency  of  the  State,  of 
contracts  entered  into  previous  to  the  Decree,  the 
Constitutional  Government  refused  to  redeem  its 
own  depreciated  paper,  and  the  arbitrary  Decree 
wound  up  with 

^'  All  laws  contrary  to  these  arrangements  are  revoked !" 

It  is  not,  therefore,  a  matter  for  much  wonder 
that  the  Opposition  in  England  should  at  that  time 
attack  the  conduct  of  the  English  Government  to- 
wards Portugal,  and  assert  that  one  despotism  had 
been  merely  exchanged  for  another  more  hostile  to 
us,  though  time  has  since  proved  Lord  Palmerston's 
policy  to  have  been  wise  and  good.  Great  displeasure 
was  also  felt  at  the  way  in  which  the  British  volun- 
teer auxiliaries,  by  whose  aid  chiefly  the  cause  of 
the  Queen  had  triumphed,  were  treated.  After  re- 
ceiving Dom  Pedro's  printed  thanks  for  the  example 
of  disinterestedness  they  had  set  to  the  Portuguese 
Army,  in  renouncing  voluntarily  their  British  rate 

in  1833,  39  religions  orders,  whose  anthority  extended  itself  over 
129  monasteries  and  408  convents  and  "  hospices."  Of  these 
orders,  that  of  St.  Bernardo  was  introdnced  as  early  as  1122 ; 
that  of  the  Congrega^as  Marianna  as  late  as  1754. — ^*  Life  of  the 
Marquis  de  Pombal,"  bj  the  Conde  da  Camota. 
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of  pay  till  they  reached  Lisbon,  and  agreeing  subse- 
quently to  terms  guaranteed  by  Saldanha,  as  Minister 
of  War,  as  well  as  by  the  Adjutant-General,  they 
found  themselves  deceived.  The  arrears  due  were 
not  paid ;  and  the  very  men  who  had  fought  so  well 
and  so  successfully  at  Oporto,  wandered  through  the 
streets  of  Lisbon,  and  prolonged  a  miserable  existence 
on  scanty  rations  of  *' beans  and  bread,  with  occa- 
BioBaJly  salt  fish-^  waxning  to  other  adventurers  or 
zealots  who  hire  themselves  out  to  be  the  mercenary 
supporters  of  foreign  revolutionary  Governments/'* 

"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
"  Private. 

"  *  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  2nd  June,  1834 

"  I  am  happy  to  announce  the  embarkation  of  Don  Carlos 
and  his  suite  yesterday,  on  board  the  *  Donegal.'  They  were 
safely  escorted  by  two  aides-de-camp  of  Marshal  Saldanha  from 
Evora  to  Aldea  Gallega,  but  appeared  relieved  from  much 
anxiety  when'  they  found  themselves  under  the  protection  of  the 
British  flag. 

"  Everything  within  our  means  has  been  done  for  the  Infante 
and  Princesses,  but  I  have  been  careful  in  making  the  public 
salutes  as  personcd  as  possible,  and  avoiding  any  display  that 
might  afford  a  shadow  of  countenance  to  the  Garlist  party, 
limiting  them  to  the  respect  due  to  the  members  of  a  Royal 
family,  and  a  delicate  attention  to  their  present  disappointed 
position. 

"  We  have  objected  to  any  of  them  landing  at  Lisbon  on  the 
ground  of  consulting  their  own  safety  and  preventing  any  dis- 
turbance which  their  presence  might  create.  ' 

*'  The  Infanta  Donna  Anna  (Marchioness  Loul6)  has  paid 
two  visits  to  her  sisters,  and  Dom  Pedro  has  written  to  them 

*  "  Annual  Register,''  1834. 
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offering  them  pecimiar j  assistance^  but  we  hear  the  latter  has 
been  declined. 

"  The  same  public  honours  and  restrictions  will  be  offered  to 
Dom  Miguel,  who  is  hourly  expected  in  the  *  Stag,*  at  Cascaes 
Bay.  I  hope  you  will  approve  the  line  pursued. 
.  '*  There  has  certainly  been  a  little  excitement  amongst  some 
of  the  population  of  Lisbon,  and  St.  Ubes,  and  in  a  part  of 
Saldanha's  Army,  at  the  favour  extended  to  the  MigueHtes 
under  the  amnesty,  or  perhaps  from  disappointed  hopes  of  spolia- 
tion and  vengeance.  It  is  subsiding,  but  I  hear  some  assassina- 
tions occurred  last  night  in  Lisbon. 

^*  The  accompanying  summary  of  some  recent  Decrees  in- 
cludes the  abolition  of  the  Friars  in  Portugal,  and  of  the  Oporto 
Wine  Company !  Both  measures  are  considered  beneficial  to 
the  country,  and  the  latter  will,  I  hope,  be  found  highly  ad- 
vantageous to  our  trade. 

*'  Other  parts  of  the  Decrees  are  received  with  less  satisfac- 
tion, particularly  the  arbitrary  authority  delegated  to  the  Corre- 
gedors  for  the  imprisonment  of  individuals  on  the  pretext  of 
securing  them  from  violence  for  the  part  they  may  have  taken  in 
the  late  contest. 

"  As  soon  as  Dom  Miguel  is  gone,  I  shall  send  the  '  Nimrod ' 
or  '  Ringdove,'  to  Madeira,  for  the  protection  of  our  merchants, 
and  to  give  intimation  of  the  blockade  and  summons  of  that 
island  by  the  squadron  of  Donha  Maria." 


From  Sir  James  Qraham, 
"  Private. 

"  Admiralty,  3rd  June,  1834. 

^'  When  you  receive  this  letter  you  will  be  aware,  that  from 

circumstances  to  which  it  is  needless  as  well  as  painful  to  refer, 

I  no  longer  have  the  honour  of  presiding  over  this  Board.     We 

are  unknown  to  each  other  personally,  yet  we  have  conducted 

through  the  means  of  most  confidential  intercourse  very  difficult 

affairs ;  I  may  be  permitted  to  congratulate  you  that  they  have 

been  brought  to  a  happy  termination  without  the  rupture  of  the 

general  peace,  and  with  the  honour  of  England  unstained.     The 

merit  and  the  praise  in  my  humble  judgment  are  principally 

due  to  yoa ;  and  I  cannot  retire  into  private  life  without  once 
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again  expressing  those  oordial  thanks,  wliicli  I  have  so  often 
ofBciallj  convejed  to  yon.  Yon  have  never  failed  to  anticipate 
my  wishes ;  and  your  condnct  has  been  marked  by  that  sonnd 
judgment,  nice  sense  of  honour,  and  exemplary  firmness,  which, 
when  happily  nnited  in  a  British  Admiral  with  naval  skill,  make 
him  at  once  the  terror  and  admiration  of  foreign  nations.  I  had 
hoped  to  have  served  with  you  as  a  colleague  at  this  Board ;  and 
having  lost  the  services  of  one  of  Nelson's  Captains,  I  looked 
forward  with  pleasure  to  the  co-operation  of  the  Captain  of  the 
<  Amazon : '  events,  however,  have  frustrated  these  hopes,  and 
Lord  Auckland  will  occupy  the  place  which  I  relinquish. 

^'  I  am  hardly  entitled  to  express  a  hope  in  such  circum- 
stances with  respect  to  the  course  which  you  may  pursue :  but 
my  attachment  to  the  interests  of  the  Navy  is  so  warm,  and  my 
reliance  on  your  abihties  is  so  great,  that  I  must  take  the  liberty 
of  urging  you  not  to  withhold  your  assistance  from  the  Board 
at  this  juncture,  when  it  is  about  to  lose  the  experience  of 
Sir  Thomas  Hardy,  and  any  aid  which  I  might  be  able  to  give 
in  the  service  of  the  Naval  Department.  From  a  sense  of  duty 
I  have  parted  from  my  colleagues,  difEering  only  in  a  single 
point,  but  I  have  parted  from  them  as  a  friend,  and  it  would 
grieve  me,  if  my  absence  should  lead  you  to  hesitate  about  ac- 
cepting a  seat  at  this  Board.  The  King,  Lord  Grey,  the  whole 
Cabinet,  who  have  witnessed  your  conduct  at  Lisbon,  remain 
most  anxious  that  you  should  come  here ;  and  if  I  might  hope 
that  my  entreaty  would  influence  you,  on  public  grounds  I 
would  beg  that  you  would  give  to  the  Navy,  the  profession  of 
your  choice,  the  benefit  of  your  services  in  a  post  where  they  are 
really  wanted. 

'*  At  parting  let  me  express  a  hope,  that  when  you  come  to 
England  you  wiU  allow  me  the  pleasure  of  your  acquaintance ; 
and  whether  in  a  public  or  private  station,  I  can  never  cease  to 
feel  that  respect  and  regard  with  which  I  remain,  dec." 


From  Gojptain  the  Honowdble  Oeorge  Elliot, 

**  Confidential. 

"  Admiralty,  3rd  June,  1834. 
'^  I  suppose  this  packet  may  take  oat  the  first  accounts  of  the 
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changes  which  take  place  oonseqnent  on  the  resignation  of  Sir 
James  Oraham  and  the  other  three  Cabinet  Ministers.  Lord 
Anckland  comes  here  as  First  Lord,  bnt  as  he  will  not  be  officially 
appointed  till  to-morrow,  he  does  not  think  it  wonld  be  correct  to 
commnnicate  with  you  on  a  subject  of  considerable  interest  to 
him,  namely,  that  of  your  accepting  a  seat  at  this  Board.  I  offered 
to  commnnicate  thus  privately  on  the  subject  to  save  a  week's 
post,  and  Lord  Auckland  requested  me  to  say  that  he  trusted  the 
change  that  was  to  take  place  in  the  head  of  the  department 
would  not  be  the  cause  of  any  difference  as  to  your  willingness 
to  come  into  the  Board.  He  will  write  to  you  by  next  week's 
packet  himself,  but  if  in  the  meantime  you  can  let  me  know  your 
intentions,  it  will  be  satisfactory  to  Lord  Auckland. 

^*  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  change  does  not  cause  the  least 
ill-will  among  those  friends  who  have  so  long  acted  together, 
and  who,  therefore,  I  trust,  may  hereafter  act  together  again  when 
the  question  of  Lrish  Church  is  settled.  No  change  takes  place, 
of  course,  here,  and  much  as  I  lament  that  anything  should  have 
induced  four  such  men  to  withdraw  from  the  Cabinet,  I  do  not 
believe  it  will  much  weaken  the  Administration,  and  all  parties 
agree  that  the  time  is  not  yet  come  when  any  other  party  could 
command  a  majority  in  the  House  of  Commons,  or  sustain  them- 
selves for  six  months  with  benefit  to  the  country.  This  being  the 
case,  it  is  a  wonder  to  me  that  moderate  men  of  other  parties 
should  never  let  any  opportunity  escape  without  doing  their 
utmost  to  injure  the  only  Gk)vemment  which  stands  between 
them  and  utter  confusion,  according  to  their  own  admission ;  but 
party  feelings  get  the  better  of  prudence,  and  the  virulence  sub- 
sides but  slowly,  though  steadily. 

'*!  think  I  may  congratulate  you  as  much  as  Dom  Pedro 
himself  at  late  events  in  Portugal,  and  I  shall  congratulate  my- 
self in  seeing  you  succeed  to  the  vacancy  made  by  my  old  friend 
Hardy's  move. 

*^  If  you  do  not  know  Lord  Auckland,  I  may  just  say  that  he 
is  a  quiet  but  clear-headed  man  of  business,  with  whom  I  have 
no  doubt  the  Board  will  go  on  as  smoothly  as  they  have  for 
three  years  and  a  half  under  Sir  James  Grraham." 
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From  Lord  Auckland. 

"  Board  of  Trade,  5tli  June,  1834. 
"  Sib, 

''  Yon  will  probably  have  already  learnt  that  Sir  James 
Graham  has  resigned  his  seat  at  the  head  of  the  Board  of 
Admiralty,  and  that  His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  name  me 
as  his  successor.  I  will  make  no  other  remark  upon  this  than 
that  I  deeply  lament  the  retirement  of  Sir  James  Ghraham,  and 
can  only  hope  in  any  degree  to  supply  his  loss  to  the  service  and 
to  the  country,  by  obtaining  for  myself  the  most  able  and 
eflScient  assistance.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  wish  to  take  the 
first  opportunity  of  expressing  my  anxious  hope  that  your  valuable 
support  and  advice,  promised  to  Sir  James  Graham  will  not  be 
withheld  from  me,  that  you  will  take  your  seat  at  the  Board  of 
Admiralty,  and  that  by  friendly,  cordial,  and  zealous  co-opera- 
tion we  may  be  able  to  promote  the  good  of  the  service  and  to 
overcome  any  diflSculties  that  may  be  opposed  to  ns. 

"  I  am,  with  much  respect, 

''  Your  most  faithful  servant, 

"  AUCKLAND." 


Ihrom  Sir  Jcrnies  Qraham. 

"Admiralty,  6th  June,  1884. 

"  Since  I  wrote  to  you  yesterday,  I  have  received  a  note  from 
Lord  Palmerston,  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy. 

"  You  will  observe  that  the  Gk>vemment  i^  anxious  you 
should  send  cruizers  to  visit  the  ports  in  the  north  of  Spain,  for 
the  double  object  of  obtaining  local  information  as  to  the  state 
of  pablic  feeling,  and  of  producing  by  their  presence  a  moral 
influence  favoarable  to  the  Queen's  Government.  If  you  are 
able  to  detach  any  ships-of-war  under  yonr  command  of  the 
smaller  class  on  this  service  you  had  better  do  so  immediately. 

"  Admiral  Gage  will  sail  from  Portsmouth  to  relieve  you  in 
the  course  of  next  week.  The  'Bevenge'  also  will  sail  to 
relieve  'Donegal'  before  the  lapse  of  two  days.  Your  orders 
with  regard  to  the  return  of  the  marines  to  England  are  precise, 
and  will  leave  no  difficulty  in  making  your  arrangements ;  and 
the  public  despatch  of  the  16th  May  last,  which  I  conclude  you 
had  not  received  when  you  wrote  on  the  24th,  will  have  in- 
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stiTLcted  jou  that  Dom  Mignel  and  Don  Carlos  may  be  sent  in  a 
British  man-of-war,  either  to  this  country  or  to  any  port  in 
Europe,  according  to  their  desire,  except  the  Peninsula." 


'*  Lord  Palmerston  to  Sir  James  Oraham. 

"  Foreign  Office,  3rd  June,  1834. 

"  Miraflores  is  yery  anxious  that  some  of  our  cruizers  should 
show  themselves  on  the  northern  coast  of  Spain,  and  enter  some 
of  the  ports  on  that  coast,  and  we  are  willing  to  comply  with 
his  request.  These  ships  could  not  act  in  any  way,  but  he 
thinks  their  appearance  would  have  a  good  moral  effect,  and 
would  tend  to  discourage  the  rebels. 

"  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  give  the  necessary  orders  to 
Parker. 

'*  This  being  a  matter  of  distributive  arrangement,  I  conceive 
that  no  official  communication  from  me  to  the  Board  is  neces- 
sary, but  if  you  should  wish  for  one  I  will  send  it  you." 


'*  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

« 'Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  9th  June,  1834. 

'^  It  is  with  deep  regret,  on  public  as  well  as  individual  con- 
siderations, that  I  learn  from  Sir  Thomas  E^rdy  your  retirement 
from  the  Admiralty. 

'^  The  gratification  which  I  derived  from  the  flattering  offer  of 
a  seat  at  the  Board  was  greatly  enhanced  by  the  prospect  of  be- 
coming a  member  under  your  auspices,  and  I  was  encouraged  in  an 
undertaking  entirely  novel  to  me  by  the  confidence  you  so  frankly 
reposed  in  me,  and  the  support  I  uniformly  received  from  you 
in  the  discharge  of  my  duties  on  this  station,  but  as  I  have  not 
the  honour  of  being  known  to  Lord  Auckland  (who  Lord  Howard 
de  Walden  informs  me  is  named  as  your  successor),  and  feeling 
it  highly  probable  that  he  may  prefer  some  other  person  as  his 
colleague,  I  hasten  to  request  you  will  do  me  the  favour  to  convey 
to  his  Lordship  my  earnest  hope  that  he  will  not,  from  any 
scruple  of  delicacy  towards  me,  hesitate  for  one  moment  to  pro- 
pose any  alteration  as  regards  my  appointment,  assuring  him 
that  while  I  feel  thoroughly  sensible  of  the  compliment  conferred 
by  my  recent  nomination,  and  willing  still  to  render  my  humble 
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services  if  desired,  I  am  quite  ready  cbeerfollj  to  forego  the 
honour  intended  me,  from  a  conviction  that  all  principals  in 
important  offices  should,  if  possible,  be  aided  hj  persons  of  their 
choice,  and  in  whose  general  sentiments  and  practical  ability  they 
have  full  reliance. 

*^  No  change  of  time  or  circumstances,  dear  Sir,  can  obliterate 
my  grateful  sense  of  aU  your  kind  attentions,  and  I  hope  I  shall 
▼ery  soon  have  the  pleasure  of  repeating  in  person  how  sincerely, 
Ac." 


*^  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

<* '  Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  9th  June,  1834. 

''Although  I  fear  this  will  scarcely  find  you  at  the  Admiralty, 
I  cannot  deny  myself  the  satisfaction  of  announcing  the  final 
departure  of  Dom  Miguel,  on  the  6th  instant,  for  Leghorn,  and 
offering  my  sincere  congratulations  on  the  completion  of  this 
long-desired  event. 

*'  I  visited  the  '  Stag '  during  her  stay  in  Cascaes  Bay,  and 
found  every  practicable  arrangement  had  been  made  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  Infante  and  his  companions  by  Captain  Lockyer, 
but,  as  the  passengers  were  very  numerous  and  great  difficulty 
in  hiring  vessels  for  the  reception  of  any  part  of  them  on  Dom 
Miguel's  account,  I  considered  it  most  conducive  to  the  general 
interests,  to  send  the  '  Nimrod '  to  assist  in  their  conveyance  to 
Italy. 

"  The  Prince  was  unquestionably  in  great  danger  from  the 
violence  of  the  populace  on  his  arrival  at  Sines,  and  perhaps 
owes  his  life  to  the  prompt  decision  of  Captain  Lockyer  for  his 
immediate  embarkation.  The  detachment  of  Queen  Donha 
Maria's  Lancers,  which,  with  much  praiseworthy  zeaJ,  formed 
the  escort,  was  hardly  sufficient  to  afford  the  necessary  security 
against  the  fast  accumulating  mob,  and  one  ruffian  actually 
aimed  a  knife  against  Dom  Miguel,  as  he  walked  between 
Captain  Lockyer  and  Commander  McDougall  to  the  boats,  but 
was  fortunately  discovered  by  the  latter  officer,  and  prevented, 
by  an  instantaneous  blow,  from  perpetrating  his  intentions. 

"Miguel's  apprehensions  were  relieved  the  moment  he 
reached  the  frigate,  and  he  expressed  to  me  his  grateful  sense 
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of  the  protection  and  accommodation  he  had  met  with  under 
the  British  flag.  He  did  not  touch  on  his  own  afiairs,  except 
his  desire  henceforth  to  live  in  quiet  retirement  and  on  brotherly 
terms  with  Dom  Pedro  and  all  his  family,  and  more  than  once 
shed  tears  on  speaking  of  them.  He  preferred  Italy  for  his 
future  residence,  as  the  country  best  suited  to  his  present 
income,  but  decidedly  objected  to  any  part  of  the  Austrian 
Dominions,  which,  at  the  instance  of  Lord  Howard,  was  pro- 
posed to  him. 

''With  one  or  two  exceptions  his  compagruyns  de  voyage 
appeared  to  be  of  a  very  inferior  order,  and  he  certainly  has  not 
manifested  a  tithe  of  the  anxiety  evinced  by  Don  Carlos,  for  the 
safety  of  his  adherents  left  behind. 

'*  Reviewing  the  real  position  of  the  two  Infantes  at  the 
time  of  the  surrender,  there  seems  to  be  ample  reason  to  be 
satisfied  that  their  removal  was  effected  under  the  liberal  terms 
of  the  Treaty,  without  risking  another  struggle  when  driven  to 
desperation — as  it  is  ascertained  that  Miguel  held  to  the  last  a 
force  of  10,000  efficient  infantry,  and  700  excellent  cavalry,  with 
a  strong  park  of  field  artillery,  while  the  regular  troops  of  Dom 
Pedro  did  not  exceed  12,000. 

''  United  therefore  to  the  Spaniards  attending  Don  Carlos, 
there  is  little  doubt  that  by  a  bold  front  and  by  a  few  rapid 
marches,  the  Miguelites  might  have  crossed  the  frontier  and 
reached  Madrid  with  very  trifling  if  any  resistance. 

"  Some  scandalous  scenes  of  violence  have  occurred  at  Aldea 
Ghllega  against  the  Spanish  Carlists,  who  have  been  there  wait- 
ing for  the  means  of  conveyance  to  Hamburg.  Four  were  killed 
and  several  wounded  by  the  Portuguese  soldiery  two  nights  ago, — 
instigated,  it  is  asserted,  by  some  of  their  officers ;  230  Spaniards 
were,  however,  brought  away  last  evening  and  embarked  in 
some  merchant  vessels  near  us,  which  have  been  engaged  for 
their  passage  at  the  expense  of  Don  Carlos,  principally  through 
the  humane  agency  of  Colonel  Wylde.  I  affi)rded  what  boats 
were  necessary  for  their  escort  across  the  river,  and  have  fur- 
nished provisions  for  their  sustenance  until  the  supply  for  their 
voyage  can  be  put  on  board.  We  are  in  hopes  that  this  will  be 
accomplished  so  as  to  enable  them  to  sail  in  a  couple  of  days. 
Much  vindictive  feeling  is  certainly  afloat,  and  I  fear  it  will  be 
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long  before  the  sangainarj  scenes  resulting  from  it  will  altogether 
cease. 

'*  Admiral  Napier  sails  to-day  in  the  '  Dachess  of  Braganza ' 
frigate  on  leave  of  absence,  with  the  hope  of  arriving  in  time  to 
contest  the  election  for  Portsmonth.  Many  English  officers 
return  in  her,  and  the  Government  are  gradually  paying  off  the 
seamen  at  Lisbon  in  faithful  fulfilment  of  their  contract." 


"  To  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  M.  Hardy. 

*'  'Asia,'  Lisbon,  9th  June,  1834 

"  The  recent  changes  in  the  Ministry  and  retirement  of  Sir 
James  Ghraham  from  the  Admiralty  cause  me  no  less  surprise 
than  regret,  and  I  am  qnite  ready  cheerfully  to  abide  by  any 
arrangement  that  may  be  desired  with  regard  to  myself. 

''  As  I  feel  it  right,  however,  that  all  heads  of  departments 
should  be  supported,  if  practicable,  by  men  of  their  choice, 
I  have  requested  Sir  James  Graham  will  have  the  goodness  to 
convey  to  Lord  Auckland  my  anxious  hopes  that  he  will  not, 
from  any  feelings  of  delicacy  to  me,  hesitate  to  sabstitute  any 
other  person  whom  he  may  prefer  to  fill  your  vacancy,  as  I  am 
an  utter  stranger  to  him.  With  this  understanding  I  shall 
remain  perfectly  satisfied.  Whatever  may  be  determined  on, 
I  shall  always  deeply  appreciate  the  compliment  and  honour 
intended  me. 

"  I  am  delighted  to  have  seen  Miguel  and  Carlos  fairly  off, 
and  am  now  quite  ready  for  Gtage  whenever  he  may  appear. 

"  The  termination  of  the  contest  is  a  happy  event  for  this 
country,  and  doubly  valuable,  as  the  Miguelites  had  a  strong 
force  to  the  east,  and  if  terms  had  been  refused,  and  they  had 
pushed  for  Madrid,  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  might  have 
occupied  that  capital  without  much  difficulty,  and  the  con- 
sequences incalculable,  as  Carlos  appears  yet  to  have  a  strong 
force  in  Biscay  and  Navarre. 

'*  I  hope  all  has  been  done  on  my  part  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Admiralty,  and  that  I  have  not  exceeded  their  wishes  by 
sending  the  *'  Nimrod  '  with  the  *  Stag '  to  Leghorn." 

VOL.  n.  2  C 
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Extract  from  Journal, 

"  Friday,  June  13th,  1834. 

'^  Received  a  letter  from  Yisconde  Santarem.  requesting 
refuge  in  the  sqnadron.  Sent  Identenant  Henry  to  him  at 
Pombal  House,  and  arranged  his  embarkation  in  the  '  Rolla '  at 
11.  Landed  and  went  with  Lord  Howard  and  the  Foreign 
Corps  Diplomatique  to  pay  our  respects  to  the  Infanta  Donha 
Maria  Isabella  at  Beneficia  on  her  return  from  Elvas.  After- 
wards with  Captain  Richards  and  Lieutenant  Henry  to  Quelu^ : 
found  Dom  Pedro  with  the  Queen  and  Empress  in  the  gardens, 
engaged  in  inspecting  the  horses  which  were  brought  for  the 
two  latter  from  England  by  Mr.  Mendizabal.  Delivered  a 
message  to  Dom  Pedro,  which  I  had  in  charge  from  Dom 
Miguel,  but  it  was  not  well  received. 

"  Visconde  Santarem  embarked  with  my  permission  in  the 
*  Rolla.'"* 


"  To  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Hardy. 

Extract.  "  'Asia,*  Lisbon,  14th  June,  1834. 

*' Viscount  Santarem,  who  has  been  some  days  returned 
to  Lisbon,  went  on  board  the  *  Rolla '  last  night,  with  my  per- 
mission, to  take  his  passage  to  England,  as  he  does  not  now  feel 
himself  quite  at  ea^e  at  Lisbon.  He  has  applied  regularly  for  his 
passports,  and  will  not  have  any  difficulty  on  this  point  with  the 
Government.  If  the  passport  does  not  come  in  time,  we  shall 
have  a  written  parole  from  the  ez-Secretaiy.  I  told  him  when 
he  was  in  office  under  Miguel  that,  if  his  person,  from  a  change 
of  events,  ever  became  in  peril,  I  should  be  ready  to  afford  the 
refuge  which  I  was  then  occasionally  rendering  to  his  opponents. 
The  reverse  I  alluded  to  has  occurred  sooner  than  he  anticipated, 
and  ho  does  not  forget  my  declaration.  Lord  Howard  is  quite 
aware  of  his  being  on  board  the  '  Rolla.'  Concealment  is  not 
desired.  I  have  nothing  further  to  communicate  worthy  of 
notice. 

"  P.S.     Since  writing  the  above.  Lord  Howard  has  informed 

•  See  Chapter  II,  page  203. 
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xae  that  the  departure  of  the  ressels  with  the  Spanish  refugees 
has  been  agreed  to.     I  hope  they  will  sail  to«morrow/' 


"  To  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  M.  Hardy. 

"  •  Asia,'  Lisbon,  21st  June,  1834. 

*'  As  Sir  James  Ghraham  has  probably  quitted  the  Admiralty, 
you  will  perhaps  have  the  goodness  to  explain  that  Lord  Palmer- 
ston's  wish  to  have  some  of  our  cruisers  again  on  the  north 
coast  of  Spain  was,  in  a  degree,  anticipated  by  the  appropriation 
of  the  'Leveret'  to  that  duty,  above  a  month  ago,  and  the 
'  Saracen '  is  gone  this  morning  to  that  part  of  the  station,  as 
the  packets  will  probably  henceforth  afford  all  the  means  of 
communication  we  may  require. 

"The  small  vessels  were  only  withdrawn  from  the  north 
coast  of  Spain  when  1  was  desired  to  concentrate  the  squadron. 
That  part  of  the  station,  therefore,  has  only  been  a  month 
without  a  vessel  since  it  was  attached  to  this  command,  and 
1  conclude  the  '  Nimrod '  or  '  Stag '  will  be  sent  there  on  their 
return  from  the  Mediterranean." 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 
"  Private. 

"  'Asia,'  in  the  Tagus,  20th  June,  1834. 

"I  cannot  suffer  one  moment's  delay  in  conveying,  with 
feelings  of  no  little  pride,  my  thanks  for  your  gratifying  farewell 
letter  from  the  Admiralty. 

**  In  your  superabundant  kindness,  I  have  found  encourage- 
ment and  confidence  in  deciding  on  every  unforeseen  case  par- 
taking  of  difficulty,  and  my  instructions  have  invariably  been  so 
explicit,  and  my  course  has  been  clear  and  comparatively  easy, 
in  despite  of  the  obstructions  and  perplexities  occasionally  oast 
in  my  way  here. 

**  It  has  always  been  my  ambition  to  merit  the  approbation 
of  my  superiors,  and  I  gratefully  feel  the  liberality  with  which 
it  has  been  dispensed  at  your  hands. 

*'  1  write  by  this  packet  to  assure  Lord  Auckland  that  my 
humble  services  are  at  his  command,  and  anxiously  wish  they 
may,  in  any  degree,  equal  his  expectations. 

"  I  now  daily  look  for  the  arrival  of  Sir  "William  Gage,  and, 

2  C  2 
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anticipating  the  pleasure  of  soon  paying  my  respects  to  you 
in  person,  I  will  not  tax  yonr  time  with  adding  more  -than  the 
sincere  respect  with  which  I  shall  always  remain,  &c" 


"  To  Captain  the  Honourable  Gborge  Elliot. 

"  Private.  "  *  Asia,'  Lisbon,  21st  June,  1834, 

"  I  have  written  to  Lord  Auckland  and  Sir  James  Graham, 
by  the  present  packet,  to  declare  my  readiness  to  take  a  seat  at 
the  Admiralty.  Your  friendly  letter  requires  more  than  a 
common  acknowledgment,  and  I  assure  you  I  feel  sensible  of  the 
kindly  interest  you  take  in  this  arrangement.  I  only  wish  I 
could  bring  more  practical  knowledge  of  my  duties  in  prospect, 
and  more  ability  in  any  way  to  remedy  the  loss  of  Sir  Thomas 
Hardy's  experience  and  talents.  However,  I  will  do  my  best,  and 
have  no  doubt  that  my  colleagues  will  make  all  due  allowance 
for  my  ignorance  of  office  details,  <I/C. 

"  Everything  here  has  terminated  as  satisfactorily  as  I  could 
have  wished,  and  it  has  been  no  small  gratification  to  me  to  send 
the  two  Doms  on  their  travels  before  my  departure. 

'*  I  believe  every  order  has  been  executed,  and  I  shall  have 
little  to  trouble  Gage  with  whenever  he  may  arrive." 


From  the  MerchomUy  ^c,  Lisbon. 
"Sib, 

"  We,  the  undersigned  British  residents,  have  learned  with 
mingled  sensations  of  regret  and  satisfaction,  that  His  Majesty 
has  been  pleased  to  relieve  you  from  the  command  of  his  Naval 
forces  on  this  station;  with  regret,  because  we  are  so  soon  to 
be  deprived  of  your  valuable  services ;  and,  with  satisfaction, 
because  of  the  distinguished  and  highly  honourable  marks 
of  approbation  by  which  His  Majesty  had  been  pleased  to  ac- 
company your  recal,  and  the  knowledge  that  your  services  to 
your  country  are  to  be  continued  in  another  and  far  more  im- 
portant situation. 

*' Allow  us.  Sir,  to  offer  you  our  sincere  thanks  for  the 
protection  we  have  ever  experienced,  both  in  our  persons  and 
property,  throughout  the  very  critical  times  during  which  you 
have  been  on  this  station ;  to  which  we  also  beg  to  add  our  con- 
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gratnlations  on  the  flattering  preference,  and  very  elevated 
appointment,  so  deservedly  conferred  npon  you  by  your  Sove- 
reign ;  and  the  hope  that  you  may  long  live,  surrounded  by  all 
those  most  dear  to  you,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  every  comfort 
and  happiness. 

"  We  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and 
very  humble  servants, 
"  Lucas,  Gonne,  Gribble,  and  Go. 
Higgs,  Bowness,  and  Co. 


Gould,  Brothers,  and  Co. 

J.  M.  O'Neill. 

Edward  Elleston. 

Wm.  S.  Burnett. 

James  Pring. 

P.  P.  Henry  James. 

Nicholas  S.  James. 

Samuel  Seddon. 

P.  P.  Francis  Houghton  and 

Co. 
Samuel  Bendall 
WilHam  HaUiday. 
John  Toole. 
J.  G.  Strichan. 
John  Fletcher. 
Thomas  Joslin. 
Chambers  Kendall. 
James  Thomson. 
Joseph  Thomson. 
F.  J.  C.  Hutchins. 
Robert  Ghra^m. 
M' Andrew  Bros. 
Douglas  and  Martin. 
John  Angier. 
George  Dobson, 
James  Bowness. 
John  Parling. 
Francis  Forrest. 
W.  Hy.  Goodwin. 

"  Lisbon,  April  30." 


"Andrew  Forrest. 
Thomas  Custance. 
Jos.  Shore  and  Sons. 
F.  P.  B.  Shore. 
John  Willey. 
Samuel  Shirley. 
Henry  Hodson. 
John  Ash  worth. 
William  Doherty. 
Pinnies,  Medlicott,  and  Co. 
Staley,  Rushton,  and  Co. 
John  Sugrue. 
Alex.  Adam. 
Wm.  Roberts. 
John  Adam. 

Thos.  Slater  and  Nephew. 
Jos.  and  Wm.  Payant. 
Chas.  Andrew  Payant. 
William  Hickie. 
Geo.  Croft. 
Thomas  Shannon. 
Jno.  M'Kenzie,  M.D. 
Morrah,  Walsh,  and  Co. 
George  Ashton  and  Co. 
Abraham  Wheelhouse. 
P.  P.  Chas.  Ironside  and  Co. 
H.  M'Corquodale. 
Watts,  Garland,  and  Co. 
R.  B.  Witney  and  Co. 
Cleife  and  Dangebaw. 
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**  To  th^  Britisli  Kesidents  at  Lisbon. 

'' '  Asia,'  in  the  Tagns,  2nd  May,  1834. 

*'  Allow  me  to  offer  my  nnfeigned  thankB  for  jour  letter  of 
the  30th  nit.  (just  receired),  conveying  the  g^ratifying  ezpreegion 
of  your  good  wishes  on  my  approaching  departure  from  thi« 
station,  accompanied  by  your  flattering  congratulations  on  the 
honour  conferred  by  my  nomination  to  an  important  situation  in 
a  high  department  of  my  profession  on  my  return  to  England. 

**  Believe  me,  Gentlemen,  I  derive  sincere  satisfaction  from 
the  assurance  that  my  unceasing  anxiety  to  afford  all  possible 
protection  to  the  persons  and  property  of  my  oountrymen  in 
Portugal  has  been  so  fully  appreciated.  I  shall  ever  entertain 
a  lively  interest  in  their  welfare,  and  with  the  earnest  hope  that 
a  speedy  restoration  of  peace  and  tranquillity  may  ensure  to  them 
every  personal  comfort  and  commercial  prosperity,  4sc." 


Extracts  from  Journal. 

"  Thursday,  20th  June,  1834 
''  Fired  a  Royal  salute  in  commemoration  of  King  William 
the  Fourth's  accession.  The  '  Dom  Joao,'  Portuguese,  74,  and 
Spanish  frigate  peverally  saluted,  which  were  returned.  The 
Spanish  frigate  afterwards  saluted  my  flag  with  eleven  guns, 
which  was  returned.  He  (her  Captain)  called  on  board,  as  did 
also  Captains  La  Marie  and  Baudin,  the  latter  of  the  *  Triton,' 
French,  74,  which  had  anchored  in  Cascaes  Bay  on  her  route  to 
Toulon  ....  Lord  Howard  de  Walden,  Baron  Mortier, 
French  Minister,  Du  Perez  de  Castro,  Spanish  Minister,  General 
Valdez,  Major  Mello,  Captain  G-ervase,  Captain  Baudin,*  Dom 
Jos^  del  Bio,  M.  de  Saude,  Sir  Alexander  Malet  dined  here.  Mr. 
Grant  and  Mr.  Mendizabal  expected,  but  failed ;  the  latter  came 
in  the  evening. 

•  Afterwards  Vice- Admiral  Baudin,  G.C.L.H.,  <fcc.,  the  most 
distinguished  officer  of  his  day  in  the  French  Navy.  He  had 
lost  an  arm  in  Sir  W.  Hoste's  action  at  Lissa.  He  was  a  perfect 
English  scholar  and  had  always  much  respect  and  admiration 
for  Sir  W.  Parker,  who  was  his  colleague  when  in  command 
of  the  French  Fleet  in  the  Mediterranean  in  1848. 
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"  Friday,  27th  June. 
*'  Received  from  Lord  Howard  a  letter  of  explanation  sent 
by  Senr.  Freire  for  false  accusations  against  the  officers  of  the 
British  squadron,  and  for  the  aviso  published  in  justification  of 
the  seizure  of  the  *  Donegal's  '  jolly-boat." 


"  To  Jeremiah  Meagher,  Esq.,  H.B.M.  Vice-Consul,  Lisbon. 

"  *  Asia,'  4n  the  Tagus,  28th  June,  1884. 
'  *'  I  cannot  resign  the  naval  command  on  this  station  without 
expressing  my  deep  sense  of  the  attention  and  strict  integprity 
¥rith  which  every  branch  of  your  duty  connected  with  the 
squadron  has  been  discharged,  and  having  had  constant  occasions 
to  witness  your  zeal  and  ability  in  your  public  capacity  during  a 
period  of  nearly  three  years  under  difficult  circumstances,  allow 
me  to  offer  this  spontaneous  testimony  to  your  merits,  accom- 
panied by  my  earnest  wishes  for  your  advancement  and  welfare, 
and  assurance  of  the  sincere  regard  and  esteem  with  which,  Ac." 

On  the  28  th  June  Rear- Admiral  Sir  W.  Gage 
arrived  in  the  Tagus  to  relieve  Sir  William  Parker, 
and  on  the  following  day  assumed  the  command. 

Eodracts  from  Journal, 

'*  Sunday,  29th  June. 
'*  Mr.  Smith,  the  new  English  Consul  arrived  in  '  African.' 

"  Monday,  30th  June,  1833. 
'*  I  went  on  board  the  '  Hastings,'  and  at  two  landed,  with 
Sir  William  Ghige,  and  accompanied  him,  Captains  Shiffner  and 
Richards  to  Queluz,  to  introduce  him  and  take  leave  myself  of 
the  Emperor,  but  found  him  confined  to  his  bed  by  illness, 
and  unable  to  see  us.  We  afterwards  waited  on  the  Infanta 
Ysabella  Maria,  and  called  on  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Palmella 
to  take  leave.  Dined  at  Lord  Howard's ;  met  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  Palmella,  Messrs.  Freire  and  Silva  Carvalho,  Portu- 
guese Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  and  Finance,  Baron  Mortier, 
Dom  Perez  de  Castro,  Marquis  Saldanha,  Sir  William  Grage, 
Captain  Richards,  Sir  Alexander  Malet.      I  sat  between  Silva 
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Cayallio  and  Saldanlia,  and  fonnd  the  former  civil.  Lord  H., 
Mr.  Freire,  and  myself  drank  wine  together,  a  kind  of  reooncilia- 
tion  with  Mr.  F 

"  Tuesday,  Ist  July. 
'*  Employed  preparing  for  sea.     Discharged  Lord  Wodehouse 
and  Mr.  Wilmot,*  Midshipman,  to  the 'Kevenge.'   .  .   •   .   Lieu* 
tenant  Henry  left  the  remainder  of  my  P.P.C.  cards.   The  '  Asia ' 
this  day  completed  618  days  in  the  Tagus ! 

"  Wednesday,  2nd  July. 

"  Meagher  came  to  breakfast  and  take  leave 

Went  to  Bom  Successo  Convent,  to  take  leave  of  the  Irish  nuns. 
At  11.30  weighed  and  made  sail/  Saluted  Bear- 
Admiral  Sir  W.  GtAge  with  11  guns,  and  the  fortress  of  Belem 
with  21  guns.  Received  salutes  of  13  guns  from  French  corvette 
*  Creole,'  and  11  from  '  Dom  Joao  YI,'  all  returned  with  equal 

numbers My  friend  Kreus  also  followed  us  nearly 

to  St.  Julian's,  to  take  leave  of  me ;  brought  to  as  soon  as  he  was 
perceived,  and  he  came  on  board  for  ten  minutes.  At  2.40 
cleared  the  bar  and  discharged  our  pilot 

"  Saturday,  5th  July. 
*^  Found  the  main-cap  rotten  on  the  starboard  side,  one-third 

through  in  the  wake  of   the  topmast Formed  a 

Spanish  cap  by  introducing  a  chock  between  the  mainmast-head 
and  topmast,  and  lashing  them  below  the  cap.  Also  got  two 
half  capstan  bars  and  two  hatch-bars,  and  lashed  them  as  fishes 
on  the  top  and  side  of  the  defective  part  of  the  cap,  secured  by 
good  wooldings,  well  wedged,  and  a  pair  of  cap-shrouds  on  either 
side,  carried  round  the  topmasts  above  the  cap,  and  secured  to 
the  foremost  topmast  deadeye 

**  Monday,  7th  July. 
**  Grossed  the  parallel  of  latitude  of  the  northern  part  of  the 
coast  of  Spain,  being  the  limit  on  the  north  of  my  late  com- 
mand 


*  The  present  Vice- Admiral  A.  Eardley-Wilmot,  C.B. 
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"  Wednesday,  9th  Jxdy. 
"  Issued  a  memorandTiin.  to  Captain  Richards  in  commenda- 
tion of  the  exemplary  order  and  discipline  maintained  in  the 
'  Asia '  dnring  the  two-and-a-half  years  my  flag  has  flown  in  her.'* 

On. the  10th  of  July  the  '*Asia''  anchored  at 
Spithead. 
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CHAPTER  VII 


1834—1841. 


One  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 

Admiralty. 


"  Men*s  vices  live  in  brass, 
Their  virtues  we  write  in  water. 


9} 


Sir  William  Parker's  appointment  as  a  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  appeared  in  the  "Grazette"  of  the 
26th  of  July,  1834, 

The  Board  was  composed  as  follows  : — 

The  Lord  Auckland ; 

Rear- Admiral  the  Honourable  G-eorge  H.  L.  Dundas ; 

Rear- Admiral  Sir  William  Parker ; 

Captain  Sir  Samuel  J.  Brooke  Pechell,  Bart. ; 

Captain  Maurice  Fitzhardinge  Berkeley  ;* 

Henry  Labouchere,  Esq.,  M.P.,  with 

Captain  the  Honourable  George  Elliot,  Secretary. 

This  Board  was  not  of  long  duration,  as  the 
Administration  of  Earl  Grey  had,  at  the  time  when 
Admiral  Parker  joined  it,  lost  much  of  its  power  and 
influence ;  and  the  secession  from  the  Cabinet  of  the 
Duke  of  Richmond,  Lord  Stanley,  and  Sir  James 

*  Afterwards  Admiral  Viscount  Fitzhardinge,  G.C.B. 
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Graham  waa  followed  by  the  resignation  of  Earl 
Grey  himself,  on  the  9th  of  August.  Lord  Mel- 
bourne succeeded  as  Prime  Minister,  on  the  l7th. 

Contemporaneously  with  Lord  Grey's  resig-- 
nation,  the  Quadruple  Treaty  between  England, 
France,  Spain,  under  the  young  Queen  Isabella, 
and  Portugal  under  her  young  Queen  Donha 
Maria,  was  laid  before  Parliament.  This  Treaty 
was  at  once  described  by  the  Duke  of  Wei- 
lington  a«  .-  the  strongest 'mode  of  intervention, 
short  of  actual  war,  which  had  ever  been  adopted  in 
the  history  of  the  world."  It  entailed  upon  this 
country  the  necessity  of  a  perpetual  intervention  in 
the  affairs  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  to  which  countries 
we  had  no  more  right  to  say  we  will  arrange  your 
internal  Government  than  we  had  to  say  it  to  any 
other  two  States  in  the  World.* 

The  question  of  Sir  John  Campbell's  imprison- 
ment had  also  been  brought  before  the  House  of 
Lords,  t  Lord  Wynford  denied  that  Sir  John  had 
acted  in  contravention  of  the  Foreign  Enlistment 
BiU,  since  he  had  served  without  pay  as  a  volunteer, 
and  had  resolved  to  return  home  directly  an  ac- 
credited Minister  was  sent  to  Portugal  ;  and 
observed  that  he  had,  moreover,  been  actually  taken 
on  the  high  seas. 

The  administration  of  Foreign  Affidrs  was  again 

*  Lord  Palmerston's  explanation  of  the  Treaty  was  made 
later  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
t  May  6th.     See  page  28,  &c. 
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criticised  in  the  House  of  Lords,  on  August  5tli ; 
and  the  entry  of  Spanish  troops  into  Portugal  to 
assist  in  putting  down  Dom  Miguel  was  commented 
on.     No  division,  however,  took  place. 

In  September  the  Emperor  Dom  Pedro  died,  and 
Sir  William  Parker  transmitted  the  account  he  had 
received  of  this  event  from  Lisbon  to  Sir  James 
Graham,  who  sent  the  following  reply : — 

From  Sir  James  Oraha/m, 

"  Qrosvenor  Place,  8tli  November,  1834. 

"  I  bare  read  witb  great  interest  tbe  toncbing  narrative  of 
Pedro*8  last  moments.* 

'*  How  perverse  btunan  nature  is !  Gbaracters  wbicb  are 
clouded  tbrougb  life  witb  tbe  darkest  sbades,  frequently  beam 
fortb  in  deatb  witb  a  passing  gleam,  wbiob  sbows  tbe  value  of 
wbat  we  are  on  tbe  point  of  losing,  and  tbe  injustice  of  tbe 
wrong  estimate  we  may  bave  formed.  I  tbougbt  ill  of  Pedro  ; 
and  I  believed  tbat  bis  presence  was  an  obstacle  to  tbe  peace  of 

•  Dom  Pedro  expired  on  tbe  22nd  of  September,  baving, 
on  tbe  IStb,  sent  tbe  Cbambers  a  message  tbat  be  bad  com- 
plied witb  tbe  boly  rites  provided  by  tbe  Cburcb  for  ber 
dying  sons,  and  could  no  longer  attend  to  business.  Tbe 
Queen  Donba  Maria  was  declared  of  age.  Dom  Pedro,  deprived 
of  tbe  advantages  of  regular  moral  and  intellectual  discipline  in 
bis  youtb;  removed  from  tbe  restraint  of  old  establisbed 
European  forms  of  society,  and  installed  in  tbe  possession  of 
arbitrary  power  before  experience  or  reason  bad  imposed  any 
cbeck  on  bis  passions,  merits  less  to  be  censured  for  tbe  ex- 
travagances, vices,  and  follies  of  wbicb  be  was  guilty  in  Brazil, 
tban  to  be  respected  for  tbe  energy,  perseverance,  and  disregard 
of  danger,  suffering,  and  toil,  wbicb  be  manifested  from  tbe 
moment  of  bis  landing  on  tbe  sbores  of  Portugal,  on  tbe  8tb  of 
July,  1832.—"  Annual  Register." 
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his  oonntiry.  I  am  now  disposed  to  admit  that  I  was  wrong, 
and  that  with  all  his  errors  he  alone  could  have  brought  that 
deadly  contest  to  a  successful  issue. 

"  I  return  Gage's  letter.  With  your  permission  I  will  keep 
the  admirable  extract  from  Lord  St.  Vincent's  advice  to  a  young 
Commander. 

"  I  send  you  a  copy  of  Lord  Hill's  confidential  Circular.  I 
have  no  other ;  therefore,  when  you  have  had  it  copied,  be  so 
so  good  as  to  return  it  to  me.  The  marginal  observation, 
'How  applicable  to  the  Navy,'  is  not  mine.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  hope  and  believe  such  admonitions  are  becoming  every 
day  less  necessary ;  but  I  am  not  sure  that  when  an  officer  is 
appointed  for  the  first  time  to  command  a  ship,  some  such  con- 
fidential letter  of  advice  might  not  be  useful.  There  is  no  situation 
in  life  where  the  temper  and  character  of  one  man  operates  so 
directly,  or  so  largely  on  the  happiness  and  couduct  of  an  equal 
number  of  his  fellow  men  as  in  the  command  of  a  ship-of-war  ; 
and  no  man's  real  disposition  can  be  fully  known,  xmtil  he  has 
been  tried  in  these  circumstances.  After  the  first  command,  it 
is  the  fault  of  the  Admiralty  if  a  bad  selection  be  made. 

^  If  you  can  get  hold  of  Sir  Byam  Martin's  pamphlet  I 
should  like  very  much  to  read  it." 

On  the  18th  of  October,  Rear- Admiral  Charles 
Adam  was  gazetted  as  a  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
vice  Dundas,  deceased. 

Early  in  December  the  King  sent  for  the  Duke 
of  Wellington,  who,  in  conjunction  with  Sir  Robert 
Peel,  formed  a  new  Administration.  The  new  Board 
of  Admiralty  was  thus  formed  : — 

Earl  de  Grey ; 

Yice-Admiral  the  Bight  Honourable  Sir  George  Cockbum 

Vice- Admiral  Sir  John  Poo  Beresford : 

Vice-Admiral  Sir  Charles  Rowley ; 

Anthony  Lord  Ashley ; 

The  Bight  Honourable  Maurice  FitzGerald. 
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From  Sir  Jcumes  Qraham, 

"  Netherby,  23rd  December,  1834. 

"  My  anxiety  has  been  great  with  regard  to  the  composition 
of  the  new  Board  of  Admiralty.  When  I  heard  of  Lord  De 
Orey's  appointment,  my  hope  was  strong  that  Sir  Robert  Peel 
would  secure  to  the  Board  your  invaluable  sernoe ;  my  disap- 
pointment has  been  great  indeed  at  the  receipt  of  your  letter^ 
which  destroyed  this  hope,  bnt  which  has  gratified  me  as  a  proof 
that  you  truly  estimate  the  friendly  interest  which  I  feel  in 
whatever  concerns  you.  On  this  occasion,  my  regret  is  some- 
what selfish,  for  I  should  have  rejoiced  in  some  connecting  link 
being  maintained  between  the  new  naval  administration  and  my 
former  measures ;  and  I  know  none  which  would  have  been  more 
efficient  or  satisfactory  to  me  than  your  continuance  at  the 
Board. 

*'  I  hope  the  public  interests  may  not  suffer ;  but,  with  the 
exception  of  Sir  George  Gockbum,  more  inexperience  has 
seldom  been  united  in  a  Board  composed  of  six  persons ;  and  if 
my  measures  fail,  it  will  be  hard  to  affix  the  responsibility  on 
me. 

**  I  only  can  watch  them  at  a  distance,  with  unavailing 
anxiety,  but  with  the  warmest  attachment  to  the  interests  of  your 
noble  profession ;  and  to  yourself  personally  I  can  never  cease 
to  entertain  the  kindest  feelings  of  respect  and  friendship ;  and 
I  hope  you  will  allow  me  firom  time  to  time  to  communicate 
with  you,  and  whenever  you  are  in  London  pray  let  us  meet." 

Though  the  dismissal  of  Lord  Melbourne's 
Ministry  occasioned  surprise,  it  produced  no  dis- 
turbance in  the  country.  The  Government  had, 
as  already  stated,  in  the  secession  of  Sir  James 
Graham,  Lord  Stanley,  the  Duke  of  Richmond, 
and  subsequently  Lord  Grey  himself,  lost  the 
members  in  whom  the  country  had  placed  its  chief 
confidence.  Parliament  was  dissolved  ;  and  the 
result  of  the  appeal  to  the  country  was  that  the 
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new  Government  gained  seats  for  their  candidates 
in  the  important  constituencies  of  Bristol,  Leeds, 
York,  Newcastle,  Exeter,  HuU,  Warrington,  Hali- 
fax, and  Liverpool.  But  still  the  weakness  of 
Sir  Bobert  Peel's  administration  was  soon  manifest. 
Lord  Stanley  and  Sir  James  Graham  refused  to 
join  it,  though  holding  aloof  from  the  Opposition. 
The  majority  which  the  Administration  had  in  the 
United  Kingdom  was  not  large  enough  to  counter- 
balance the  votes  of  Mr.  O'ConneU  and  his  followers, 
who  all  voted  against  the  Government,  although  the 
Opposition  was  in  many  points  equally  opposed  to 
their  views.  Indeed  the  violence  of  their  language* 
shocked  all  reasonable  people,  and  O'Connell  himself 
nearly  lost  his  election.  The  whole  power  of  the 
Romish  priesthoodt  was  exerted  without  scruple  in 
favour  of  him  and  his  followers.  The  voters  were 
collected  in  the  chapels  and  led  forth  to  the  polls 
under  threats  of  being  refused  all  the  rites,  and 
visited  with  all  the  punishments,  of  the  Church  in 

*  **  I  am  for  the  repeal :  sink  or  swim,  live  or  die  I  am  for 
the  repeal." — O'Connell's  Speech  on  the  Hustings,  1835. 

"  Every  one  who  dares  vote  for  the  Orange  Knight  of 
Kerry  shall  have  a  death's  head  and  cross  bones  painted  on  his 
door." 

Mr.  Shiel,  in  opposing  the  Conservative  candidate  at  Clonmel 
said,  "  If  any  Catholic  shonld  vote  for  him,  I  will  supplicate  the 
throne  of  the  Almighty,  that  he  may  be  shown  mercy  in  the  next 
world,  but  I  ask  no  mercy  for  him  in  this." — "Annual  Eegister." 

t  Mr.  O'Connell's  majority  in  Dublin  dwindled  down  from 
1549  to  217,  and  objections  were  raised  to  the  votes  of  600  of 
his  supporters  on  the  ground  of  their  taxes  being  unpaid. 
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case  of  refusal.  The  consequence  was  such  an 
increase  to  the  number  of  the  Irish  Roman  Catholic 
members  as  to  enable  them  to  make  nearly  their 
own  terms  with  the  Opposition.     Mr.  Charles  Man- 

« 

ners  Sutton's  re-election  as  Speaker  was  rejected  by  a 
majority  of  ten  votes,*  when  it  was  proposed  by  the 
Ministers.  The  Government  was  defeated  on  the 
Address  by  seven  votes ;  and  shortly  afterwards  a 
third  defeat,  on  a  question  of  the  Irish  Church  caused 
Sir  Robert  Peel  to  resign. 

Lord  Melbourne  returned  to  office  on  the  18th 
of  April,  1835,t  and  Sir  William  Parker  again 
became  a  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  The  other 
members  of  the  Board  were  Lord  Auckland ;  Rear- 
Admiral  Sir  Charles  Adam,  K.C.B.  ;|  Captain 
the  Honourable  George  Elliot,  C.B. ;  Captain  Sir 
E.  T.  Troubridge,  Bart.,  M.P. ;  and  Lord  Dalmeny ; 
with  Charles  Wood,  Esq.,  M.P.,§  as  Secretary.  On 
the  19th  of  September,  the  Earl  of  Minto  became 
First  Lord  in  the  place  of  Lord  Auckland.  || 

The  new  Administration  was  nearly  as  weak  as 
the  Government  which  had  resigned.  Though  Sir 
Robert  Peel's  career  as  Prime  Minister  had  been 
brief,  it  had  raised  him  very  much  in  the  estimation 

•  Sixty-four  Irish  membeni  voted  in  favour  of  Lord  John 
BuBseirs  resolntiozL,  and  thirty-seven  against  it. 

t  Lord  Grey,  who  had  been  previously  sent  for,  declined 
office. 

X  Created  a  K.C.B.  on  18th  August. 

§  The  present  Lord  Halifax. 

II  Lord  Auckland  having  become  Governor- General  of  India. 
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of  the  country.  The  elections  rendered  necessary  by 
the  acceptance  of  office  of  the  new  Ministers  made 
this  very  evident.  Lord  John  Russell  lost  his  seat 
for  Devonshire  ;  and  the  Ministerial  candidates  were 
defeated  in  the  counties  of  StaflTord  and  Inverness  ; 
and  though  the  Government  had  a  majority  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  the  Opposition  was  a  very  power- 
fill  party. 

The  foreign  policy  of  the  Government  through- 
out the  whole  of  the  year  1835  was  unpopular, 
more  particularly  on  the  questions  of  the  British 
Auxiliary  Legion  in  Spain,  and  the  part  taken 
against  Holland ;  but  the  difficulties  of  the  Naval 
administration  were  much  smoothed,  by  the  friendly 
intercourse  between  Sir  James  Graham  and  Sir 
William  Parker.  Sir  James  was  ever  ready  to  assist 
in  promoting  any  measures  recommended  by  Sir 
William  as  likely  to  prove  of  benefit  to  the  naval 
service. 

From  Sir  Jcumes  Oraham. 

"  Grosvenor  Place,  25tli  March,  1835. 

''  1  am  very  much  disposed  to  adopt  your  scale  of  increase  of 
pay  to  the  first  and  second  class  of  petty  officers,  and  to  insert 
it  in  my  Bill :  for  I  incline  to  the  opinion  that  it  will  produce 
the  double  effect  of  encouraging  enliutment  in  the  hope  of  pro- 
motion, and  of  diminishing  the  necessity  for  corporal  punish- 
ment by  adding  to  the  means  both  of  reward  and  punishment  by 
rating. 

"  I  wish  you  would  take  the  trouble  of  asking  Briggs  to 
calculate  what  would  be  the  addition  to  the  annual  expenditure 
by  the  adoption  of  your  scale  on  our  present  peace  establish- 
ment. I  am  so  engaged  on  an  election  committee  that  1  can 
neither  go  to  Somerset  House,  nor  hardly  write  a  letter.     I 

VOL.  II.  2   D 
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should  like  also  to  know  what  would  be  the  increase  arising 
from  yonr  projected  scale  on  a  war  establishment  of  50,000 
seamen,  as  compared  with  the  present  rate  of  pay  to  the  petty 
officer.  I  approve  highly  also  of  the  proposal  made  by  Sir  John 
Pechell  for  dividing  the  warrant  officers  into  three  classes,  bat  I 
think  with  yen  that  the  numbers  should  be  reduced,  and  that 
the  promotion  should  be  limited  by  a  fixed  proportion  between 
deaths  and  promotions,  say  three  for  one.  I  should  like  to  know 
what  increase  of  expense  this  plan  would  create :  and  perhaps 
you  would  ask  Jones  from  me  to  prepare  clauses  to  give  effect  to 
both  these  measures.  The  placing  of  the  men  in  transports,  d^c, 
under  martial  law  must  be  postponed  for  the  present." 


From  Sir  James  Oraham. 

"  Private. 

"  Grosvenor  Place,  9th  April,  1835. 

**  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  allowing  me  to  peruse 
the  papers  which  I  now  return  respecting  the  trial  between 
*  Castor  '  and  '  Pique.'  On  the  whole,  I  am  satisfied  with  the 
result,  especially  when  I  remember  the  circumstances;  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  Symonds'  ships  will  sustain  his  reputation  in 
every  quarter  of  the  globe,  where  fair  play  is  given  to  them,  and 
where  prejudice  is  not  blind  to  merit. 

'*  I  have  kept  the  proposed  table  of  increase  of  pay  to  petty 
officers.  I  entirely  approve  of  it ;  it  will  be  for  the  Board  of 
Admiralty,  by  Order  in  Council,  to  give  effect  to  it;  and 
amidst  all  these  changes,  it  is  my  hope  and  it  will  be  my  con- 
solation, to  see  you  reinstated  in  your  place  at  that  Board ;  and 
then,  I  trust,  that  these  and  other  necessary  measures  of  salutary 
improvement  will  be  introduced  into  our  Naval  administration. 
"  I  remain  always,  with  sincere  regard,  <fcc." 


From  Sir  James  Oraham. 

Extract. 

"  Combe  Bank,  20th  April,  1835. 
"  I  am  sincerely  glad  both  for  your  own  sake  and  for  the 
good  of  the  service  that  you  are  about  to  return  to  the  Board  of 
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Admiralty.  Admiral  Adam  and  joa  will  command  my  con- 
fidence to  an  extent  which  yonr  predecessors  did  not  enjoy ; 
and  I  am  convinced  that  yon  will  exercise  a  sonnd  discretion  and 
give  feir  play  to  the  measures  which  I  laboured  to  introduce. 
T  am  anxious  that  the  full  number  of  boys  voted  should  be  con- 
stantly employed ;  and  that  provision  should  be  made,  as  ships 
are  paid  off,  for  their  transfer  immediately  to  ships  bringing 
forward  for  commissioning,  so  that,  until  they  obtain  the  rating 
of  seamen,  they  may  never  be  lost  sight  of. 

"  I  hope  also  you  will  increase  the  pay  of  the  petty  officers, 
and  carry  into  effect  the  proposed  arrangement  respecting  the 
warrant  officers ;  and  in  my  place  in  the  House  I  will  take 
occasion  to  express  strongly  this  desire. 

"There  is  also  a  measure  of  great  importance,  nearly 
matured,  but  not  yet  completed,  to  which  I  should  like  to  see  a 
finishing  hand  put,  and  that  is  the  classification  of  yards  and 
masts  in  conformity  with  the  ratings,  so  that  ships  of  the  same 
rating  may  at  all  times  and  in  all  places  be  enabled  to  supply 
spars  to  each  other. 

*'  Do  not  give  up  the  troop  ships :  I  disapprove  of  the 
*  Jupiter  '•  being  fitted  as  a  yacht  for  Lord  Heytesbury ;  and  she 
should  be  restored  to  her  former  service.  Indeed,  I  think  it 
would  be  well,  if  you  built  three  or  four  50-gun  ships  on  two 
decks,  since  in  time  of  peace  I  consider  them  well  suited  for 
Admiral's  flags,  where  large  accommodation  is  an  object,  and 
where  it  is  desirable  not  to  employ  a  greater  number  of  men 
than  you  can  avoid  in  one  ship. 

"  I  hope  also  you  will  send  the  *  Buffalo '  again  to  New 
Zealand  for  topmasts.  She  is  fitted  for  this  service  and  you 
had  much  better  run  her  out  in  it,  whereby  you  will  effectually 
break  the  neck  of  the  combination  of  the  Baltic  timber  mer- 
chants, and  render  this  country  independent  of  the  northern 
Powers  for  these  line-of-battle  ship  topmasts,  which  are  oar 
right  arm. 

"  The  whole  Store  Department  at  Somerset   House  wants 

*  The  "  Jupiter,"  however,  took  out  Lord  Auckland  instead 
of  Lord  Heytesbury,  and  Captain  the  Honourable  F.  TV.  Grey 
was  appointed  to  her  for  this  service. 

2  D  2 
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brushing  np ;  I  also  would  build  principally  at  Chatham  or  at 
Pembroke,  confining  new  work  to  these  two  yards,  steam  to 
Woolwich,  and  the  repair  of  the  ordinary  to  Sheemess,  Ports- 
mouth, and  Plymouth. 

"  My  great  confidence  in  you,  my  zeal  for  the  service,  and 
my  desire  to  see  your  naval  administration  prosper,  induce  me 
to  throw  out  these  hints,  which  you  may  use  as  prudence  shall 
dictate  and  as  opportunities  may  occur.  Do  not  forget  to  inves- 
tigate closely  the  facts  of  the  1,200  run  and  disgraced  men 
within  the  year." 


From  Sir  Jcrnies  Qraham. 

"  Grosvenor  Place,  31st  July,  1836. 

"  I  leave  London  to-morrow  morning  and  it  is  not  my  inten- 
tion to  return  here  until  the  commencement  of  the  next  session. 
I  wish  I  had  seen  you  before  my  departure;  but  my  kindest 
wishes  attend  you  in  all  your  labours. 

*'  I  return  Gage's  letters  with  many  thanks ;  the  account 
from  Lisbon  is  on  the  whole  satisfactory.  I  was  present  at  the 
Consular  Committee  to-day.  It  is  a  very  reforming  body  ;  but 
I  hope  Vice- Consul  at  Lisbon  will  be  spared ;  since  I  think  they 
will  not  interfere  with  individual  cases,  but  will  rather  lay  down 
principles  and  leave  them  to  be  carried  into  effect  by  the  execu- 
tive. You  had  better  say  a  good  word  for  him  to  Palmerston, 
since  by  experience  you  know  he  deserves  it. 

"  I  sincerely  hope  you  will  carry  your  plan  for  the  new 
organization  of  the  warrant  officers,  which  I  entirely  approve : 
and  before  the  Estimates  for  next  year  are  prepared,  press  for  an 
increase  of  pay  to  the  petty  officers ;  and  when  you  bring  it  for- 
ward next  year  I  will  back  you  stoutly  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. I  approve  also  of  the  other  alterations  which  you  con- 
template; and  I  wish  the  whole  Administration  possessed  my 
confidence  half  as  much  as  the  Naval  Department." 

The  principal  naval  events  in  1836  were  the 
orders  sent  to  Lord  John  Hay,  Commodore  on  the 
North  Coast  of  Spain,  to  give  the  Queen  of  Spain's 
General  the  actual  and  eflFectual  protection  of  the 
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British  squadron  under  his  orders,  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  from  capture  the  seaports  held  by  Her 
Catholic  Majesty's  troops.  In  consequence  of  these 
orders,  the  blockade  of  San  Sebastian  was  at  once 
raised,  and  the  harbour  of  Pasages  taken.  A  bat- 
talion of  Royal  Marines  and  detachments  of  Royal 
Artillery  and  Royal  Engineers  were  embarked  in 
the  squadron  and  placed  on  the  books  of  the  Com- 
modore's ship  as  supernumeraries  at  his  disposal 

On  the  31st  of  March,  1837,  the  Royal  Naval 
College  at  Portsmouth  was  abolished. 

The  measure  was  followed  by  a  very  considerable 
improvement  in  the  position  and  pay  of  Naval  In- 
structors, and  the  object  of  the  Board  in  passing  it 
was  that  young  gentlemen  might  receive  instruction 
in  mathematics,  astronomy,  and  navigation,  at  the 
same  time  that  they  acquired  seamanship,  on  board 
the  ships  to  which  they  belonged. 

Previous  to  the  abolition  of  the  College,  young 
gentlemen  used  to  enter  the  Navy  either  as  "  Volun- 
teers First-class,"  or  "  College  Volunteers,"  in  the 
former  case  they  joined  their  ships  direct,  but  in  the 
latter  they  were  appointed  to  the  Royal  Naval 
College  at  Portsmouth  for  two  years ;  at  the  ex- 
piration of  which  time  they  were  transferred  to  sea- 
going ships,  reckoning  as  "  sea  service "  one  year, 
or  such  portion  of  a  year,  as  was  adjudged  after  a 
rigid  examination  to  be  due  to  their  proficiency  in 
navigation  and  astronomy,  towards  the  time  neces- 
sary to  qualify  for  a  commission  as  Lieutenant. 
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The  abolition  of  the  College  proved  to  be  a  great 
mistake.  After  a  lapse  of  six  years  the  examinations 
showed  that  the  qualifications  of  the  candidates  for 
Lieutenants  had  greatly  deteriorated  in  navigation ; 
and  the  restoration  of  a  Naval  College  of  some  sort 
was  urgently  demanded.  The  building  had,  how- 
ever, then  been  appropriated  to  other  purposes  con- 
nected with  the  "  Excellent,"  and  to  the  studies  of 
the  Mates*  who  competed  for  a  Lieutenant's  com- 
mission annually,t  of  officers  on  half-pay  who  were 
learning  the  principles  of  the  steam-engine,  and  of 
the  candidates  for  commissions  in  the  Royal  Marines 
and  Marine  Artillery.  The  "  Illustrious  "  was,  there- 
fore, commissioned  as  a  floating  Naval  College 
at  Portsmouth,  for  all  Naval  Cadets  before  their 
appointments  to  seagoing  ships.  She  has  been 
succeeded,  as  a  temporary  Naval  College,  by  the 
"Britannia,"  with  her  tenders,  stationed  first  at 
Portkad,  and  now  at  Dartmouth  till  a  suitable  Naval 
College  can  be  built  on  shore.  The  difficulty  in 
selecting  the  site  most  appropriate  for  this  object  has 
not  yet  been  overcome ;  though  more  than  one  com- 
mission has  reported  on  the  subject. 

The  British  Auxiliary  Legion  in  Spain  was  dis- 
solved in  June,  1837,  after  General  Evans  had 
declined  to  retain  the  command  for  a  renewed  term. 
The  gallant  officer  could  hardly  deny  how  completely 
and  signally  it  had   fitiled;    but  Lord  Palmerston 

*  Now  termed  Sub-Iieatenants. 
t  These  studies  are  now  pursued  at  Greenwich. 
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successfully  defended  the  naval  co-operation  on  the 
north  coast  under  Commodore  Lord  John  Hay. 

On  the  20th  of  June  King  William  the  Fourth, 
\vho  had  been  suffering  since  the  spring,  died  at 
Windsor,  and  Her  present  Majesty  ascended  the 
throne. 

On  the  King's  death  beimr  announced  in  FarUa- 
ment.  all  partii  exp^leir  st^ng  ^^  o^, 
amiable  and  sterling  qualities  of  their  late  Sovereign, 
ever  distinguished  for  the  most  uncompromising 
honour  and  the  strictest  integrity,  and  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  adduced  "  as  an  instance  of  the  King's 
candour  and  kindness  the  maimer  which  His  Majesty 
had  continued  him  in  his  service,  notwithstanding 
the  difference  of  opinion  which  caused  his  resignation 
when  Duke  of  Clarence  of  the  ofl&ce  of  Lord  High 
Admiral/'  His  Royal  Highness  had  indeed  felt  this 
compulsory  resignation  very  acutely,  and  Sir  William 
Parker,  and  nearly  every  Naval  officer  of  the  day, 
regretted  its  necessity  very  mucLt 

The  dissolution  of  Parliament,  consequent  on  the 
death  of  the  King,  did  not  materially  alter  the 
numerical  position  of  parties  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons.l    This  remained  nearly  the  same  as  when  Sir 

*  **  Animal  Register." 

t  See  Vol.  T,  Chapter  XVIII,  Page  488. 

X  Besides  losing  twentj-tbree  seats,  the  Ministerial  candi- 
dates failed  in  siscteen  of  the  counties.  London  returned  the 
Ministerial  candidate  by  a  majority  of  only  six  votes.  Mr.  Hume 
was  rejected  for  Middlesex.  The  numerical  balance  was  main- 
tained by  the  increase  of  Miiusterial  candidates  in  Scotland,  and 
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Robert  Peel  quitted  office.  The  Opposition  had  a 
majority  in  the  House  of  Lords,  numbered  317  votes 
in  the  House  of  Commons ;  and  had  continued  to 
gain  in  the  opinion  of  the  country. 

On  the  22nd  of  July,  Captain  Maurice  Berkeley, 
M.P.,  succeeded  Rear-Admiral  Elliot,  appointed 
Commander-in-Chief  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  at 
the  Board  of  Admiralty.  • 

On  the  Queen's  Coronation,  in  June,  1838,  a 
considerable  naval  promotion  took  place. 

In  July,  Lord  Minto  having  incautiously  admitted 
that  orders  had  been  given  to  Lord  John  Hay  on 
the  north  coast  of  Spain  to  prevent  Sardinian  and 
Dutch  vessels  from  suppljdng  Don  Carlos  with 
provisions  and  stores.  Lord  Brougham  showed 
tliat,  in  the  absence  of  any  notice  of  blockade, 
these  orders  were  illegal,  and  moved  that  a  copy  of 
them  should  be  laid  before  the  House.  The  Duke 
of  Wellington  disclaiming  any  wish  to  embarrass 
the  Government,  pointed  out  that  it  was  a  question 
of  Treaty,  and  that  the  words  of  the  Treaty,  "A 
Naval  Force  to  carry  troops  for  the  Queen  of  Spain," 
ought  to  be  adhered  to,  and  could  not  be  made  to 
comprehend  the  forcible  detention  of  foreign  mer- 
chant ships ;  and  on  Lord  Minto  explaining  that  his 
statement  represented  his  own  opinion  only,  and  not 
that  of  the  Government,  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
replied,  that  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  could 

what  waA  called  at  the  time  the  elongation  of  O'ConnelFs  tail  in 
Ireland. — *' Annual  Register." 
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not  issue  such  orders  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
Secretary  of  State.  To  this  Lord  Melbourne  agreed, 
adding  that  it  was  another  question  whether  foreign 
Powers  assisting  Don  Carlos  would  lead  to  a  war. 
The  Duke  then  asked  the  House  not  to  press  for 
the  instructions,  since  Lord  Melbourne  had  stated 
that  their  production  would  be  detrimental  to  the 
public  service.  In  spite  of  this  request,  however,  a 
division  took  place,  but  the  numbers  being  equal, 
fifty -seven  on  each  side,  the  motion  was  lost.* 

In  the  House  of  Commons  Lord  George  Lennox 
canied  a  motion  against  the  Government  for  an 
inquiry  into  the  promotion  of  the  Royal  Marines  ;t 
and,  in  consequence,  a  Royal  Commission,  composed 
of  naval  and  military  officers  and  civilians,  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  whole  question  of  the 
pay,  promotion,  and  retirement  of  the  officers  of  both 
services.  Sir  WiUiam  Parker  was  one  of  the  principal 
witnesses  examined  for  the  Navy ;  and,  as  was  to  be 
expected  gave  evidence  of  the  greatest  value.  J 

Many  important  changes  and  regulations  for  Navy, 
Army,  and  Marines,  productive  of  great  benefit,  were 
adopted  on  the  recommendation  of  this  Commission. 

A  difi^rence  of  opinion  occurred  at  the  Board  of 
Admiralty  relative  to  the  propriety  of  sending  ships- 
of-war  on  foreign  stations,  with  reduced,  or  "  peace," 
complements   of   men.     Captain    Berkeley  was    of 

•  The  Duke  of  Wellington  left  the  House  without  voting. 

t  Ayes,  100.    Noes,  87. 

J  Vide  Parliamentary  Papers. 


410  THB  LIFE  OF  SIR  W.   PARKER.  [1838 

opinion  that  they  ought  not  to  be  sent ;  but  this 
view  was  not  shared  by  Sir  William  Parker,  or  his 
other  colleagues,  who  considered  that  a  greater 
number  of  ships,  with  reduced  complements,  during 
peace,  enabled  the  country  to  train  more  officers ; 
and  that,  therefore,  the  money  voted  in  the  Naval 
Estimates  went  further  in  preparation  for  the  future 
than  if  expended  on  a  smaller  number  of  ships  more 
fully  manned ;  whilst  an  increase  to  the  complements 
could  be  rapidly  effected  in  case  of  war. 

The  uncertain  state  of  our  foreign  relations,  and 
the  possibiHty  of  being  forced  suddenly  into  hosti- 
lities, gave  additional  importance  to  the  decision  of 
the  Admiralty.  Captain  Berkeley,  not  liking  to 
share  the  responsibility  of  a  measinre  in  which  he 
could  not  bring  himself  to  concur,  resigned  his  seat 
at  the  Board ;  and  published  a  pamphlet  in  defence 
of  his  views  in  the  shape  of  a  letter  addressed  to 
Sir  John  Barrow.  Sir  John  Pechell  took  the  seat 
at  the  Admiralty  thus  vacated. 

The  subject  excited  great  interest,  for  it  was 
asserted  in  and  out  of  Parliament,  that  the  real 
difficulty  in  having  a  small  number  of  ships 
thoroughly  manned,  with  their  war  complements, 
rather  than  a  greater  number  less  efficient,  was  in 
the  diminution  of  Admiralty  patronage,  which  would 
follow  the  change. 

Later  in  the  session  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
animadverted  on  *'  The  extreme  weakness  and  the 
tottering  state  of  the  naval  establishments ;  at  the 
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same  time  he  did  not  attribute  this  state  of  things 
to  the  neglect  of  the  Admiralty,  but  to  the  mis- 
placed economy  of  those  who  had  thought  proper  to 
demand  the  reduction  of  the  establishments  of  the 
country  to  such  a  degree  that  protection  to  British 
commerce  could  not  be  given  in  all  the  quarters 
in  which  it  was  required."  At  the  close  of  his 
speech  the  Duke  reminded  the  House  that  within 
the  last  twenty  years  other  navies,  besides  that  of 
England,  had  come  into  being,  and  that  before  pro- 
nouncing on  the  strength  of  our  own  we  should  look 
to  the  naval  establishments  of  other  Powera 

The  rapid  development  of  the  Russian  Fleet  had 
indeed  already  caused  astonishment  not  immixed 
with  anxiety.  A  pamphlet  by  Commander  Craufurd, 
and  a  letter  from  "  a  Mag  Ofl&cer "  to  the  Duke  of 
Wellington,  published  in  another  pamphlet,  first  drew 
attention  to  the  silent  way  in  which  this  large  force 
had  been  prepared ;  and  the  impression  produced  by 
these  publications  was  so  great  that  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty  (Sir  John  Barrow)  published  a 
pamphlet  in  reply,  in  order  to  lessen  the  effect 
which  "The  Flag  Officer's"  had  produced.*  At 
Sir  William  Parker's  recommendation.  Captain  Peter 
Eichards  was  immediately  sent  to  St  Petersburgh 
and  Cronstadt  to  report  on  the  readiness  of  this 
large  armament  for  foreign  service. 

*  This  reply,  which  expresses  a  hope  that  the  Flag  Officer 
will  never  be  emvployedy  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  Barrow's 
**  Life  of  Anson." 
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The  Eussians  had  equipped  in  the  Baltic — 

27  sail-of-the-line. 
16  frigates. 
3  corvettes. 
12  brigs  and  smaller  vessels. 

In  the  Black  Sea  they  had — 

14  sail-of-the-line. 
8  sixty  four-gpm  frigates. 
10  brigs. 

The  number  of  seamen  was  45,000,  but  the 
majority  of  these  men  only  served  in  the  summer 
months. 

The  rebellion  in  Canada  broke  out  at  the  close 
of  1838,  immediately  after  Lord  Durham's  exciting 
proclamation  on  quitting  his  post.  Lord  Glenelg 
and  Sir  George  Grey  resigned  their  oflBces  of  Sec- 
retary and  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies. 

On  Sir  Robert  PeeFs  amendment  to  the  mini- 
sterial  policy  in  Jamaica  being  beaten  by  five  only, 
Lord  John  Russell  resigned;  but  an  unexpected 
difficulty  prevented  the  formation  of  a  new  Govern- 
ment. The  Queen  refiised  to  comply  with  Sir  Robert 
Peel's  demand  for  the  removal  of  the  principal  ladies 
of  her  household,  which  the  state  of  the  parties,  in 
his  opinion,  rendered  necessary,  and  Lord  Melbourne, 
whose  Government  was  still  further  weakened  by 
these  events,  retained  office.* 

Naval  debates  took  place  in  the  House  of  Lords, 

*  Another  Jamaica  Bill  passed  the  Hoase  of  Commons  by  a 
majority  of  ten,  which,  after  several  very  important  amendments 
in  the  Lords,  received  the  Royal  sanction. 
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relative  to  the  Slave  Trade  and  the  instructions  to 
be  issued  by  the  Admiralty  to  Her  Majesty*s  cruizers; 
and  on  the  absence  of  a  sufficient  naval  force  to  watch 
the  proceedings  of  the  French  in  Mexico,  and  at  the 
blockade  of  Buenos  Ayres.  The  Queen's  Speech 
however,  at  the  close  of  the  session,  contained  the 
very  satisfactory  intelligenpe  thftt  "The  definitive 
treaty  between  Belgium  and  Holland  had  been 
settled,  and  that  the  peace  of  Europe  had  thereby 
been  secured  from  the  dangers  to  which  it  had  been 
so  long  exposed." 

Her  Majesty's  intended  marriage  with  Prince 
Albert  of  Saxe-Coburg  Gotha  was  announced  to 
Her  Privy  Council  on  the  23rd  of  November,  1839, 
and  to  Parliament  on  the  16th  of  January  following. 
The  Ministry  was  defeated  in  the  discussion  which 
arose  on  the  question  of  the  parliamentary  allowance 
to  His  Royal  Highness,  and  had  other  troubles. 
The  state  of  Ireland  was  wretched.*  The  riots  in 
Birmingham,  and  the  Chartist  riots  added  to  their 
anxieties  at  home ;  and  abroad,  the  condition  of 
Persia  and  the  intrigues  of  the  agents  of  the  Russian 
Government  with  that  State,  and  with  the  warlike 
tribes  in  the  north-western  provinces  of  India,  caused 
serious  alarm.  Russian  officers,  of  superior  rank, 
conducted  the  siege  of  Herat,  which  was  fortunately 

*  Exemplified  by  the  shocking  murder  of  Lord  Norbuiy  and 
others;  and  that  in  eleven  connties  (exclusive  of  Tipperary) 
there  were  277  committals  for  mnrder,  and  only  3  convictions. — 
"  Life  of  the  Prince  Consort,"  Vol.  II. 
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saved  from  capture  by  the  skill  and  gallantry  of 
Lieutenant  Pottinger  ;  and  it  was  not  until  October, 
when  Count  Nesselrode  explicitly  denied  that  his 
master  had  ever  entertained  the  project  of  disturbing 
the  Britiish  possessions  in  India,  that  the  apprehen- 
sions of  a  war  with  Russia  passed  away. 

The  memoirs  of  Viscount  Melbourne  recently 
published  show  what  good  cause  the  Government 
had  for  anxiety,  and  how  near  we  were  to  hostihties 
with  Russia.  In  these  memoirs  is  published,  for 
the  first  time,  the  following  important  document, 
transmitted  confidentially  to  Lord  Melbourne  by 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  : — 

"  A  proposal  has  been  made  to  the  Emperor  of  Russia  to 
send  his  fleet  now  in  the  Baltic,  twenty-seven  sail  of  the  line, 
with  fifteen  large  frigates,  with  30,000  men  on  board  the  same, 
and  transports  to  carry  other  troops  to  the  East  Indies,  the 
object  being  to  attack  the  three  great  settlements — ^Fort  William, 
Fort  St.  George,  and  Bombay.'' 

The  Duke  added  :— 

"  This  information  was  commnnicated  to  me  by  an  English 
gentleman  who  sent  over  this  intelHgence  to  his  brother.  He  saw 
the  paper  containing  the  proposition,  approved  by  the  Emperor's 
signature.  It  had  been  referred  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  Marine  and  War,  and  was  referred  back  to  the  Emperor 

for  final  orders That  which  is  more  probable  is 

that  they  would  send  their  Baltic  Fleet  into  the  Mediterranean. 
.  .  .  I  should  not  acfc  fairly,  or  half  perform  the  duty  I  have 
undertaken,  if  I  did  not  warn  you  of  the  danger  of  allowing  this 
fleet  to  go  down  Channel  at  all ;  possibly  diplomatic  interference, 
at  all  events,  a  demonstration  of  the  assemblage  of  a  sufficient 
force  in  the  ports  of  the  country  would  prevent  the  attempt."  * 

•  "  Memoirs  of  Lord  Melbourne."    Vol.  II,  page  283. 
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The  fortress  of  Aden  ^was  taken  this  year  by 
Captain  Henry  Smith,  of  the  Royal  Navy,  acting 
under  the  immediate  orders  of  Admiral  Sir  Frederick 
Maitland. 

Shortly  after  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  a  motion 
of  want  of  confidence  in  Her  Majesty^s  Ministers 
was  brought  forward  by  Sir  John  Yarde  Buller, 
which  was  rejected  by  twenty-one,  after  an  animated 
debate. 

Sir  James  Graham  vigorously  attacked  the 
patronage  of  the  Admiralty.  "  No  less  than  eight* 
naval  officers,  above  the  rank  of  Lieutenant,  had 
stood  contests  at  the  last  general  election,  and  had 
been  defeated.  Every  one  of  these  officers,  having 
stood  election  contests,  had  since  been  placed  in 
command ;  and  he  said  distinctly,  with  respect  to 
the  Navy,  that  the  root  of  its  efficiency  was  struck 
at,  if  officers  were  led  to  understand  that  services 
performed  on  the  quarter-deck  were  secondary  to 
services  performed  on  the  hustings." 

Later  in  the  session.  Sir  James  Graham  moved 
for  a  direct  vote  of  censure  on  the  Government  for 
the  conduct  of  aflPairs  in  China,  which  was  only 
defeated  by  nine  votes.  Sir  James,  in  commenting 
severely  on  the  mischief  that  had  ensued  from  the 
want  of  a  proper  Naval  force  in  China,  observed 
that, 

*  Sir  James  particnlarlj  named  Admiral  Ommaney,  Captains 
Lord  John  Ghurcliill,  Lord  Clarence  Paget,  Plnmridge,  Napier, 
and  Townshend. 
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"  In  spite  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington  having  urged,  as  far 
back  as  March,  1835,  the  necessity  of  having  a  strong  naval 
force  in  those  waters,  the  Admiralty  had  not  been  called  upon  to 
furnish  a  force  for  two  years  and  a  half ;  and,  though  the  Super- 
intendent of  Trade  had  also  urged  the  danger  incurred  from  the 
absence  of  a  proper  naval  force,  no  such  force  had  been  sent. 
N6  efficient  returns  had  been  made ;  but,  from  the  papers  before 
the  House,  he  was  led  to  conjecture  that,  for  only  eight  months 
out  of  the  fifty- three  which  had  elapsed  between  March,  1835, 
and  September,  1839,  had  there  been  any  ship  of  war  at 
Canton." 

Financial  difficulties,  also,  embarrassed  the  Gro- 
vemment,  for,  though  the  necessity  for  fiirther 
expenditure  increased,  the  revenue  diminished ;  and 
Sir  Robert  Peel  stated  the  deficits  for  the  last  three 
years  at  three  and  a-half  millions  sterling. 

The  conduct  of  the  French  had  caused  much 
irritation.  At  the  Mauritius  the  English  flag  was 
supposed  to  have  been  wantonly  insulted  by  the 
French  armed  transport  "Isere."  Off  Mexico,  the 
Prince  de  Joinville,  who  commanded  the  "Belle 
Poule,"  fired  a  shot  across  the  bows  of  an  English 
packet,  and  took  tlie  pilot  out  of  her  by  force.  An 
English  ship-of-war,  in  the  West  Indies,  had  like- 
wise, by  a  mistake,  been  fired  into  at  night  by  a 
French  ship. 

In  the  east  of  Europe  matters  were  still  more 
serious.  The  French  Government  endeavoured  to 
give  Syria  to  Mehemet  Ali ;  and,  in  defiance  of 
Treaties,  to  make  him  independent  of  the  Porte. 
The  foreign  policy,  however,  of  the  Government  in 
Europe  excited  general  approbation.     The  straight- 
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forward  honesty  of  Lord  PalmerstoD  completely 
baffled  these  intrigues,  and  when  France,  after  play- 
ing fast  and  loose  for  two  months,  refused  to  sign 
the  Brunow  Convention,  England,  Russia,  Austria, 
and  Prussia  signed  it  without  her. 

The  Naval  administration  was  found  to  be  fiiUy 
equal  to  the  demands  rendered  necessary  by  this 
policy.  The  Mediterranean  Fleet,  under  Admiral 
Sir  Robert  Stopford,  was  increased,  and  active 
operations  were  commenced  on  the  coast  of  Syria. 
M.  Thiers  had  intended  the  French  Fleet  in  the 
Mediterranean  to  make  a  sudden  attack  on  the 
English  Fleet  before  the  latter  could  be  reinforced. 
Lord  Melbourne  got  anxious  ;  but  Lord  Minto 
quickly  re-assured  him,  and  explained  that  though 
the  French  Fleet  might  at  one  moment  have  a 
slight  numerical  advantage,  the  actual  superiority 
of  the  English  Fleet  was  incontestable.  The 
French  Admiral  reported  to  his  Government,  that 
unless  the  English  ships  could  be  attacked  in  detail 
by  his  whole  force,  of  which  he  saw  no  chance,  defeat 
was  inevitable;  and  he  pertinently  asked  how 
the  French  Fleet  was  to  be  replaced  in  case  of 
failure.  Thus  the  crooked  policy  of  M.  Thiers  failed 
completely,  and  ended  in  his  own  resignation. 

St.  Jean  d'Acre  was  taken  by  Admiral  Sir  Robert 
Stopford,  on  the  3rd  of  November  ;  and  by  the 
skilftd  operations  of  the  same  Admiral  and  Com- 
modore Napier,  the  Egyptians  were  compelled  to 
evacuate    Syria.      Peace    was    secured    by   Treaty 

VOL,  II.  2    E 
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sliortly  afterwards.  The  Naval  promotions  for  these 
brilliant  services  were  very  liberal :  10  Commanders, 
23  Lieutenants,  and  50  Mates,  were  promoted,  be- 
sides a  distribution  of  the  Order  of  the  Bath. 

In  China  the  conduct  of  the  war  was  very  far 
from  satisfactory.  It  had  lasted  seven  years  and 
seemed  as  far  from  settlement  as  ever.  By  the 
unfortunate  death  of  Sir  Frederick  Maitland,  the 
chief  command  devolved  temporarily  on  Captain  Sir 
Gordon  Bremer,  until  the  arrival  of  Admiral  Elliot, 
who  was  transferred  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in 
February,  1840,  and  appointed  joint  Plenipotentiary 
with  Captain  Charles  Elliot  of  the  Eoyal  Navy,  the 
Superintendent  of  Trade  in  China.  Admiral  ElUot's 
health  gave  way,  and  he  returned  home  in  the 
"  Volage."  Thus  Sir  Gordon  Bremer,  who  was 
starting  for  England  in  the  "Alligator/'  was  again 
temporarily  in  the  chief  command  by  virtue  of  his 
seniority. 

On  this  intelligence  reaching  England,  the 
Government  determined  to  send  out  Sir  William 
Parker,  trusting,  and  not  in  vain,  that  his  proved 
sldll,  energy,  and  activity  might  bring  to  a  happy 
conclusion  the  troublesome,  expensive,  and  unsatis- 
factory state  of  hostilities  in  which  the  country  had 
been  so  long  engaged.  On  leaving  the  Admiralty  he 
was  allowed  to  nominate  an  officer  for  promotion. 
Ever  mindful  of  the  kindness  he  had  received  in  his 
early  days  from  his  old  Captain,  Sir  John  Duckworth, 
he  gladly  availed  himself  of  the  occasion  to  name 
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for  a  captain's   commission^   Sir  John's  grandson, 
Commander  George  St.  Vincent  Bang.* 

The  administration  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty, 
under  Lord  Minto,  was  not  only  much  censured  at 
the  time,  but  has  ever  since  been  considered  as  the 
most  political  of  all  the  Admiralty  Boards  of  recent 
times. 

Parties  were  so  evenly  balanced  that  the  means 
of  increasing  the  political  influence  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  its  struggle  with  a  powerful  and  steadily 
increasing  Opposition,  was  much  considered  in  the 
distribution  of  Naval  patronage,  and  seemed  oc- 
casionally to  outweigh  strong  professional  claims,  t 
As  has  been  seen.  Sir  James  Graham  had  attacked 
the  Government  vigorously  on  this  subject. 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  had  probably 
to  acquire  all  his  knowledge  of  Naval  subjects  after 
his  accession  to  office,  and,  with  the  exception  of 
those  nearly  related  to  him,  had  probably  little  or  no 
personal  knowledge  of  the  officers  he  selected  for 
high  commands.  One  of  his  brothers  and  a  brother- 
in-law  were  members  of  his  Board,  and  it  was 
supposed  that  the  claims  of  his  own  family  for 
advancement  were    unduly  pressed.^     Sir  William 

*  The  present  Admiral  Sir  George  King,  G.C.B.,  Com- 
mander-in- Chief  in  China,  from  1865  to  1867. 

t  As  an  instance  in  point,  the  appointment  of  Admiral  the 
Hon.  Charles  Fleming,  who  had  recently  sat  for  the  connty  of 
Stirling,  to  succeed  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Hardy  as  Goyemor  of 
Greenwich  Hospital  was  much  censnred  at  the  time. 

{  As  a  political  joke  on  the  Administration  of  Earl  Grey  and 
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Parker,  however,  was  in  no  way  concerned  with 
the  political  conduct  of  the  Admiralty,  He  resisted 
every  suggestion  that  he  should  enter  Parliament, 
The  persevering,  caxefixl,  aad  honest  manner  in  which 
he  fiilfilled  the  laborious  duties  of  his  own  depart- 
ment exempted  him  from  hostile  criticism.  He  rose 
early,  worked  indefatigably  all  day,  and  retired  late. 
At  one  time  the  constant  confinement  to  his  office, 
and  writing  by  candlelight,  caused  him  some  anxiety 
for  his  eyesight,  for  an  accident  while  hunting  had 
deprived  him  of  sight  in  the  left  eye,  and  he  was 
fearful  of  too  much  work  injuring  the  right  one  also. 
He  dealt  with  the  appointments  of — 

Lietitenaiits ; 

Mates  and  Midshipmen ; 

Masters  and  Second  Masters ; 

Pnrsers  and  Clerks ; 

Boatswains,  and 

Carpenters. 

He  could  recommend,  for  promotion,  masters, 
second  masters  and  warrant  officers.  And  also  for 
the  appointment  of  "  master's  attendant "  and  their 
assistants.  To  enable  him  to  select  the  men  best 
qualified  for  certain  ships,  he  obtained  confidentially 
from  every  Captain  who  paid  ofi*  a  ship,  the  character 
of  the  officers  who  had  served  under  his  command. 
No  one  knew  the  capabilities  of  officers  better  than 
Sir  William  Parker  while  he  was  at  the  Admiralty. 

Lord  Minto,  the  Elliots  were  called  b^  the  name  of  the  famous 
regiment,  "  The  Scots  Greys." 
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He  never  promoted  a  boatswain's  mate  without  ftdl 
information  as  to  his  antecedents  as  a  petty  officer. 
When  six  line-of-battle  ships*  were  put  in  commis- 
sion in  one  day,  he  appointed  all  the  officers  at  once 
without  any  delay,  and  not  one  of  these  appoint- 
ments was  cancelled.  He  was  very  particular  in 
answering  aU  letters,  even  those  of  the  most  humble 
individuals,  and  kept  a  book  in  which  he  entered  the 
names  of  the  writer  of  every  letter  he  received,  to 
ensure  no  letter  remaining  unanswered  when  pres- 
Sure  of  busiaess  prevented  his  replying  to  it  on  the 
day  of  its  receipt,  f 

He  was  the  Superintending  Lord  at  Somerset 
House,  and  twice  or  thrice  a  week  transacted  busi- 
ness with  the  Storekeeper-General  in  addition  to  his 
other  duties.  Though  removed  from  the  great 
pressure  of  political  friends  in  his  own  department, 
he  was  quite  aware  of  the  difficulties  with  which 
Lord  Minto  had  to  contend ;  and  he  also  knew  well, 
and  had  an  rmfeigned  respect  and  admiration  for, 
the  many  excellent  qualities  of  his  chief,  with  whom 
he  formed  a  sincere  friendship.  He  always  asserted 
that  the  country  had  never  done  justice  to  Lord 
Minto  and  his  administration,  and  was  indignant  at 
the  attacks  made  upon  him  in  the  newspapers  to 

♦  "  Asia,"  "  Pembroke,"  "  Minden,"  "  Bellerophon,"  "  Tala- 
vera,"  and  "  Vanguard  "  were  commissioned  March  18th,  1836. 

t  These  details  were  obtained  from  Admiral  Parker's  much 
esteemed  secretary,  Mr.  Thomas  Wolley,  who  kindly  said  that 
though  he  had  abundance  of  work  he  was  always  happy  in 
recalling  to  mind  ^*  his  time  of  duty  with  his  old  master." 
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prevent  his  return  to  the  Admiralty  when  the  change 
of  Government  took  place  in  1846. 

The  list  of  ships  added  to  the  Navy  and  a 
careful  consideration  of  the  principal  Orders  .in 
Council  on  Naval  subjects ;  of  the  various  new  regu- 
lations, and  of  the  manner  in  which  the  Navy  was 
gradually  increased  and  steadily  improved  during 
the  period  of  Lord  Minto's  adnoinistration,  will  best 
explain  the  Admiral's  reasons  for  this  opinion. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

1841—1842. 

Commander-in-Chief  of  East  Indian,  Chinese, 

AND    ADJACENT    SeAS. — ^SUMMARY  OF   PREVIOUS 

Conduct  of  the  War  with  CfficNA. — Occu- 
pation   OF   Chusan. — ^Capture   of    Chinhae 

AND   NiNGPO. 

"  Then  the  progeny  that  springs 
From  the  forests  of  our  land, 
Armed  with  thunder,  dad  with  wings, 
Shall  a  wider  world  command." 

When  Parliament  met  on  26tli  January,  1841,  the 
Queen's  Speech  thus  alluded  to  China  : — 

"  Having  deemed  it  necessary  to  send  to  the  coast  of  China 
a  nayal  and  military  force,  to  demand  reparation  and  redress  for 
injuries  inflicted  on  some  of  mj  subjects  by  the  officers  of  the 
Emperor  of  China,  and  for  indignities  offered  to  an  Agent  of  my 
Crown,  I  at  the  same  time  appointed  Plenipotentiaries  to  treat 
upon  these  matters  with  the  Chinese  Goyemment.  These 
Plenipotentiaries  were,  by  the  last  accounts,  in  negotiation  with 
the  Emperor  of  China ;  and  it  will  be  a  source  of  much  gratifi- 
cation to  me  if  that  Oovemment  shall  be  induced,  by  its  own 
sense  of  justice,  to  bring  these  matters  to  a  speedy  settlement 
by  an  amicfible  arrangement/' 

On  the  12th  of  May,   1841,  Rear-Admiral   Sir 
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William  Parker  was  appointed  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  East  Indian  and  Chinese  Seas^  and  the  Aus- 
tralian waters  were  also  included  in  his  command. 
Captain  Peter  lUchards  was  appointed  Captain  of  the 
"  Comwallis/'  which  was  selected  to  cawy  his  flag. 
Mr.  Benjamin  Chimmo,  Secretary^  and  Lieutenant 
Tennant,  Flag  Lieutenant,  accompanied  the  Admiral, 
by  way  of  the  Red  Sea>  to  India. 

In  order  to  understand  the  difficulties  of  naviga- 
tion with  which  the  Admiral  had  to  contend,  the 
chart  of  the  Chinese  coast  in  use  at  the  time  of  the 
Chinese  War  should  be  compared  with  charts  of  the 
present  day. 

**  Lord  Minto's  farewell  letter  on  my  leaving  the  Admiralty. 

"  30th  May,  1841. 
*'Mt  deab  Pabksb, 

"  I  was  yery  sorry  to  start  without  shaking  yon  by  the  hand 
before  yonr  departure  after  our  long  and  cordial  partnership.  I 
must  now  only  hope  to  meet  you  as  well,  and  somewhat  richer 
than  you  now  are,  some  three  years  hence,  when  you  will  return 
to  us,  a  Mandarin  with  a  first-class  button,  and  loaded  with  the 
spoils  of  China.  I  am  sure  I  need  not  tell  you  that  my  best 
wishes  will  attend  you  in  all  that  touches  your  happiness  or 
your  fame. 

« If  anything  of  consequence  occurs  to  ma  I  will  write  by  the 
Marseilles  mail,  and  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  I  hope  to 
hear  from  you  as  frequently  and  as  fully  as  possible  by  every 
opportunity. 

"  Believe  me,  my  dear  Parker, 

"  Very  truly,  yours, 

"  MINTO." 

''  Do  you  leave  any  memorandum  of  the  merits  of  the 
Officers  whose  characters  you  had  obtained  ?  It  would  be  good 
both  for  them  and  for  the  public  service. — M." 
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**  There  is  no  such  word  as  trouble  in  any  Naval 
vocabulary,"  and  *'  Difficidties  are  made  to  be  over- 
come," were  the  favourite  maxims  of  the  Admiral, 
and  it  was  the  spirit  and  principle  embodied  in  them 
which,  combined  with  his  extraordinary  nautical 
skill,  enabled  him  to  overcome  the  obstacles  which 
he  had  to  encounter  throughout  this  expedition, 

A  summary  of  the  principal  events  connected 
with  the  wars  in  China  for  the  seven  years  ante* 
cedent  to  his  assuming  the  Naval  command  is  given 
from  his  manuscripts. 

SUMMABY  OP  PBBVIOUS   CONDUCT   OF  THE  WaB  WITH   ChINA. 

"  Vice-Admiral  Sir  John  Gore,  Ncmd  Oornma/nder^n^Ohief;  Captain 
Lord  Napi&r^  Ohi^  Swperintevident  of  Trade, 

"1834. 

**  Jvly  16th. — Lord  Napier  arrived  at  Macao  in  His  Majesty's 
sliip  *  Andromacliey'  as  His  Majesty's  Chief  Superintendent  of 
Trade  in  China,  and  Captain  Charles  Elliot,  B.N.,  as  Master 
Attendant ;  the  charter  to  the  Honourable  East  India  Company 
haying  expired. 

"  Jvhf  26th. — Lord  Napier,  Chief  Superintendent ;  John  F. 
Davis,  Esq.,  Second  Superintendent ;  Sir  Gborge  Best  Bobinson, 
Third  Superintendent ;  and  John  Harvey  Astell,  Esq.,  Secretary 
to  the  Superintendents ;  arrived  at  Canton,  to  communicate  their 
appointments  to  the  Chinese  authorities,  who  gave  them  an  un- 
courteous  reception,  and  were  indisposed  to  acknowledge  them. 

"  Julij  30th  amd  31st.  Loo,  the  Governor,  ordered  the  Hong 
merchants  to  require  Lord  Napier  to  leave  Canton  immediately, 
and  to  await  at  Macao  for  permission  to  return  to  the  factory. 

"  August  16th. — The  Hong  merchants  stopped  the  trade  with 
the  English  at  Canton. 

"  August  17th. — His  Majesty's  ships  *  Imogene '  and  *  Andro- 
mache' arrived  off  Chuen-pee  from  Macao.  The  Viceroy  of 
Canton  desired  Lord  Napier  to  depart  from  that  city. 
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"Atigust  23rd. — Lord  Napier  had  an  nnsatisfactory  confer- 
ence with  three  Mandarins  onr  the  snbject  of  his  Lordship's 
mission. 

"  September  4th. — The  Local  Government  of  Canton  visited 
the  residence  of  Lord  Napier  with  a  large  nnmber  of  soldiers  to 
drive  away  his  Lordship's  native  servants,  and  to  cut  off  aU 
supplies  of  provisions ;  accompanied  by  the  denial  of  the  Vice- 
roy to  sanction  or  make  good  any  commercial  transactions  in- 
volving British  property  subsequent  to  the  16th  of  August, 
when  the  trade  was  suspended  by  the  Hong  merchants. 

"  S^tember  5th. — Lord  Napier  applied  to  Captain  Black- 
wood for  a  guard  of  Marines  for  the  protection  of  the  factory  at 
Canton,  and  requested  that  the  *'  Imogene '  and  *  Andromache ' 
would  proceed  to  Whampoa,  for  the  greater  security  of  British 
persons  and  property. 

"  September  8th. — The  two  frigates  forced  the  passage  of  the 
Bogue,  silencing  the  fire  of  the  Chinese  forts,  and  anchored  on 
the  11th  at  Whampoa;  the  communication  between  that  place 
and  Canton  was  then  entirely  closed  by  the  Chinese  Local 
Oovemment,  which  required  the  withdrawal  of  the  frigates  and 
the  retirement  of  Lord  Napier  from  Canton,  previous  to  the 
resumption  of  commercial  dealing^. 

'*  September  15th. — Lord  Napier  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
British  merchants  informing  them  that,  having  ineffectually 
endeavoured  to  establish  His  Majesty's  Commission  at  Canton, 
he  did  not  feel  authorised,  by  a  continued  maintenance  of  his 
claims,  to  cause  further  interruption  of  the  trade  of  the  port. 

September  21st. — ^Lord  Napier  having  failed  in  opening  the 
trade  unaccompanied  by  the  condition  that  he  should  depart,  his 
Lordship  quitted  Canton,  greatly  indisposed  in  health,  and  re- 
quested the '  Imogene '  and '  Andromache '  to  retire  to  the  anchor- 
age at  lin-Trn,  after  which  the  trade  re-opened  at  Canton. 

"  September  26th. — Lord  Napier,  with  his  suite,  arrived  at 
Macao,  his  illness  having  been  greatly  aggravated  by  the  heat  of 
the  weather,  and  the  annoyances  and  insults  to  which  he  had 
been  exposed. 

^^  October  11th. — Lord  Napier  died  at  Macao,  and  was  in- 
terred in  the  Ehiglish  burying-ground  at  that  place. 

"  October  12th. — ^Jobn  F.  Davis,  Esq.,  assumed  the  office  of 
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Chief  Superintendent,  Sir  George  Beet  Bobinson  that  of  Second 
Superintendent,  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Astell,  that  of  Third  Superin- 
tendent, Captain  Charles  Elliot,  Secretary. 


''  Bea/r'Admdral  the  Honourable  Sir  T.  B.  C<vpel^  Naval  Oom- 
mander-in^Ohief ;  Sir  Oeorge  B.  Bobinson^  /.  F,  Da/via^  Esq.f 
Sv^ermtendents  of  Trade.  l| 

"  1835. 

"  Jam,%uiry  19th.. — ^Mr.  Davis  resigned  the  office  of  Chief 
Superintendent,  which,  was  assamed  by  Sir  George  Best  Bobin- 
son ;  that  of  Second  Superintendent  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Astell ;  and 
Third  Superintendent  by  Captain  Charles  Elliot ;  A.  B.  John- 
ston, Esq.,  Secretary. 

^^  February  1st. — Captain  C.  Elliot,  Third  Superintendent, 
violently  assaulted  near  the  Yew-ten  Ghtte,  in  his  naval  uniform, 
when  attempting  to  present  a  document  for  the  liberation  of 
twelve  British  subjects,  seized  by  some  natives  of  St.  John's. 


(( 


1836. 


"  JtMie  15th. — Captain  Elliot  appointed  Chief  of  the  Com- 
mission of  Superintendents,  on  the  retirement  of  Sir  George  B. 
Bobinson,  the  office  and  saJaiy  of  Chief  Superintendent  held  by 
the  latter  being  abolished. 

"  B^a/r'Admiral  Sir  Frederick  Maitland^  K.C.B.j  Naval  Oom" 
numder-in-Chief ;  Captain  Charles  ElUot,  Chief  Superin- 
tendent  of  Trade, 

"  1838. 

"  July  13th.— Bear-Admiral  Sir  F.  L.  Maifcland  arrived  in 
the  '  Wellesley '  at  Macao. 

'*  July  28th. — ^An  English  boat  was  fired  on  during  her  pas- 
sage through  the  Bocca  Tigris,  on  the  supposition  that  the  Bear- 
Admiral,  or  some  of  his  officers,  might  be  on  board. 

"  Auguit  4ith. — *  Wellesley,'  *  Lame,'  and  *  Algerine,'  moved 
to  the  anchorage  ofE  Chuen-pee,  and  an  apology  demanded  by  the 
Bear-Admiral  from  the  Chinese  authorities. 


\ 
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"Augtut  5iilL — ^An  apology  made  to  the  Bear-Admiral  hy 
Chinese  officers  for  the  insult  offered,  and  the  'Wellesley'  re- 
turned to  Toong-koo. 

"  October  5th. — '  Wellesley '  sailed  for  Singapore  and  India 
with  Bear- Admiral  Sir  Frederick  Maitiand. 

"  December  12th. — An  attempt  was  made  by  the  Chinese  to 
strangle  a  criminal  in  front  of  the  factories ;  it  was  resisted  by 
the  British  subjects  and  other  foreigners,  and  a  crowd  of  6,000 
people  assembled.  The  mob  was  dispersed  by  the  Chinese  sol- 
diery, and  the  prisoner  executed  at  one  of  the  customary  places 
for  such  purposes,  for  the  offence  of  selling  opium. 

"  1889. 

^^JcMtuji/ry  12th. — Captain  Elliot  went  to  Canton,  and  re- 
ceived strong  complaints  from  the  Hong  merchants  of  the 
ruinous  consequences  to  which  they  were  exposed  by  the  forced 
trade  in  opium  then  existing  at  Whampoa,  and  the  Canton  fac- 
tories declining  to  carry  on  the  lawful  commerce  till  this  dan- 
gerous evil  was  suppressed. 

"  FebrtLary  15th  (about). — The  '  Lame '  arrived  at  Macao. 

"  February  26th. — A  native  of  China  was  put  to  death  by 
strangulation  in  the  square  before  the  foreign  factories  at  Can- 
ton. The  British  residents  at  the  factory  struck  the  English 
flag. 

''  Ma/rch  10th. — The  Chinese  High  Commissioner  Lin  arriyed 
at  Canton. 

^^  March  18th. — Lin  issued  an  edict  for  the  suppression  of 
the  opium  trade,  and  manifests  an  TLnfav;purable  disposition 
towards  the  foreigners  generally. 

"  March  24th. — Captain  Elliot  arrived  at  Canton,  and  re- 
hoisted  the  English  flag  at  the  factory. 

^^  March  27th. — Captain  Elliot  received  Lin's  demand  to 
deliver  over  to  the  Chinese  authorities  all  the  opium  in  the 
hands  of  British  subjects.  The  native  servants  were  taken  from 
Captain  Elliot  and  the  merchants  in  the  factory ;  supplies  cut 
off,  and  guards  by  sea  and  land  placed  to  prevent  all  communi- 
cation, until  this  demand  was  complied  with,  reducing  them  to 
close  imprisonment. 

"42?n7.  3rd. — Mr.  Johnston  dispatched  from  Canton  to  dc- 
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liver  up  to  the  Chinese  20,283  chests  of  opium,  by  the  direction 
of  Captain  Charles  Elliot. 

'^  May  4th. — 15,501  chests  of  opium  having  been  delivered 
bj  Mr.  Johnston  to  the  High  Commissioner  Lin,  the  restraint 
of  the  British  in  confinement  was  relaxed  to  all  but  sixteen 
persons. 

'*  May  22. — ^The  whole  of  the  opium  waa  delivered  to  the 
Chinese,  and  the  Gh)vemor  of  Canton  issued  an  edict  for  the 
remaioder  of  the  sixteen  persons  lately  detained  to  leave  Canton. 

"  May  27th. — Captain  Elliot,  with  all  who  had  been  lately 
detained,  returned  to  Canton.  Macao  was  menaced  by  the 
Chinese.  Her  Majesty's  ship  *■  Lame '  was  dispatched  to  Calcutta, 
and  the  '  Ariel '  (hired  vessel)  to  Bombay,  with  intelligence  of 
the  late  proceedings  for  the  Govemor-Ceneral  of  India  and  Her 
Majesty's  Government. 

"  July  7th. — A  riot  at  Hong  Kong,  in  which  several  seamen 
of  merchant  ships  were  engaged,  and  one  native  Chinese  lost 
his  life.  Lin  demanded  that  a  British  subject  should  be  de- 
livered up,  which  was  refused  by  Captain  Elliot,  who  solemnly 
declared,  after  due  investigation,  that  he  was  unable  to  discover 
the  perpetrator  of  the  deed. 

'^  August  20th  (about). — The  Governor  of  Macao  declared  his 
inability  to  afford  Her  Majesty's  subjects  any  further  protection. 
The  British  residents  quit  Macao,  and  take  refuge  in  the  ship- 
ping at  Hong  Kong. 

^^  August  31st  (about). — Her  Majesty's  ship  *  Volage'  arrived 
at  Hong  Kong. 

^^  September  1st. — Captain  Elliot  offers  assistance  to  the 
Portuguese  Governor  for  the  protection  of  Macao,  which  was 
declined. 

"  September  4th. —  The  cutter  *  Louisa,'  pinnace  of  'Volage,* 
and  '  Pearl,'  small  armed  vessel,  having  on  board  Captain 
Charles  Elliot,  and  Captain  Smith  of  the  '  Volage,'  had  an  en- 
gagement with  some  batteries  at  Kowloon,  and  hauled  off  after 
half  an  hour's  firing  from  want  of  ammunition. 

^^  September  12th. — The  Spanish  brig  'Bilbaino'  burnt  at 
her  anchors  in  the  Typa  by  Chinese  war-boats,  under  the  im- 
pression that  she  was  the  British  vessel  *  Virginia.' 

**  October  26th. — The  Chinese  issued  a  notice  that  British  ships 
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shoiild  enter  within  the  Bocca  Tigris,  and  repeated  the  demand 
for  the  murderer  of  Lin  Wiobe  at  Hong  Kong  to  be  given  up, 
and  that  a  bond  should  be  signed  hj  all,  agreeing  to  be  tried  bj 
Chinese  ofl&cers  for  offences  declared  by  them  before  trial  to  be 
capital.  If  this  mandate  was  not  obeyed,  the  whole  of  the 
foreign  ships  were  to  depart  within  three  days,  under  a  threat 
of  immediate  destmction.  The  fleet  was  therefore  recommended 
to  anchor  inTong-koo  Bay  (or  Urmston's  Harbour),  where  they 
consequently  assembled. 

''October  29th.-^The  'Hyacinth'  joined  the  *Volage,*  and 
these  vessels  proceeded,  with  Captain  Elliot,  to  Chuen-pee  to 
obtain  from  Commissioner  Lin  some  explicit  declaration  of  his 
intentions. 

"  November  3.— The  *  Volage '  and  '  Hyacinth,*  attacked  29 
sail  of  war  junks,  which  were  assuming  a  menacing  position 
o£E  Chuen-pee. 

''November  30th. — Bear- Admiral  Sir  Frederick  Maitland 
died  on  board  Her  Majesty's  ship  *  Wellesley,'  ofE  Bombay. 

**  Commodore  Sir  Gordon  Bremer,  G,B.,  K.G,H,,  NavcU  Gommander* 
m-Ghief;  Gojptain  Ghwrles  EUioty  Ghief  Superintendent  of  Trade. 

"  1840. 

"  February  4th.  — The  *  Hyacinth,'  Commander  "Warren,  en- 
tered the  inner  harbour  of  Macao,  by  order  of  Captain  Smith, 
for  the  protection  of  British  subjects,  in  consequence  of  a  Chinese 
edict  having  been  issued  for  the  immediate  expulsion  of  all  the 
English  from  that  place,  but  she  was  withdrawn  the  following 
day  in  consequence  of  representations  from  the  Portuguese 
Gtovemor,  De  Silveira  Pinto. 

"  March  24th.— The  *  Druid,'  Captain  Lord  John  Churchill, 
arrived  off  Macao,  and  proceeded  to  Tong-koo  Roads ;  and  about 
this  time  the  Chinese  purchased  the  English  merchant-ship 
'  Cambridge,'  to  be  equipped  as  a  ship-of-war. 

"  June  3rd. — Lord  John  Churchill,  Captain  of  the  '  Druid/ 
died,  and  was  interred  at  Macao. 

"  June  9th. — An  ineffectual  attempt  made  by  the  Chinese  to 
bum  the  'Yolage'  and  British  shipping  at  Capsingmoon,  by 
sending  ten  fire-junks  upon  them. 

"Jume  21st. — Commodore  Sir  Gordon   Bremer  arrived  off 
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Macao  with  the  *  Wellesley/  *  Conway,'  *Craizer,*  'Algerine/ 
*  Atalanta,'  and  '  Queen '  (steam- vessels),  and  17  transports,  with 
troops,  <&^c.  The  ^Alligator,'  'Lame,'  and  'Madagascar'  (steamer) 
having  arrived  a  few  days  previously  with  several  transports. 

"  June  24th. — Commodore  Sir  GJordon  Bremer,  with  Her 
Majesty's  ships  and  transports  as  above,  proceeded  to  Chnsan. 

'*  June  28th. — Blockade  of  the  Canton  River  commenced  by 
the  '  Dmid,'  *•  Yolage,'  '  Hyacinth,'  and  '  Madagascar '  (steam- 
vessel),  per  order  of  Commodore  Sir  Gordon  Bremer. 

"  Rear-Admiral  the  Honourable  Oeorge  Elliot,  G.B.,  Naval  Gom- 
mandeT'in-Ghwf  and  Joint  Plenipotentiary ;  Gaptain  Gharles 
Elliot,  Joint  Plenipotentiary  and  Ghief  Superintendent  of  Trade, 

"  Jun^  80th. — Rear- Admiral  the  Honoorable  George  Elliot 
arrived  at  Macao,  as  Joint  Plenipotentiary  and  Commander-in- 
Chief,  with  the  *  Melville,'  *  Blonde,'  and  *  Pylades,'  and  having 
embarked  Captain  Charles  Elliot,  Plenipotentiary,  sailed  the 
following  morning  for  Chnsan. 

^^  July  3rd. — A  boat  bearing  a  flag  of  truce,  belonging  to 
Her  Majesty's  ship  *  Blonde,'  was  fired  on  at  Amoy,  which 
induced  Captain  Bourchier  to  open  fire,  and  destroy  the  bat- 
teries and  junks. 

"  July  6th. — The  Island  of  Chusan  was  attacked,  and  the 
city  of  Tinghae  occupied  by  the  English  forces,  under  command 
of  Sir  J.  Gordon  Bremer,  Commodore,  Ac. 

"  July  6th. — The  Rev.  Mr.  Stanton  was  seized  by  the  Chinese 
whilst  bathing  at  Macao,  and  conveyed  to  Canton  as  a  prisoner. 

^^  July  7th. — Rear- Admiral  the  Honourable  Q«orge  Elliot 
arrived  in  the  *"  Melville  '  at  Chusan.     *■  Melville '  got  aground. 

^^  July  22nd. — The  *Algerine*  engaged  two  batteries  at 
Chapoo  of  two  and  three  guns,  which  she  silenced. 

"  July'  Slst. — Rear- Admiral  the  Honourable  G^eorge  Elliot 
sailed  with  the  squadron  for  the  Gulf  of  Pechelie,  accompanied 
by  Captain  Charles  Elliot,  Joint  Plenipotentiary. 

^^  August  8th. — The  squadron,  with  the  Joint  Plenipoten- 
tiaries on  board,  anchored  off  the  Peiho. 

"  August  11th. — The  first  letter  of  negotiations  was  delivered 
within  the  Peiho  from  Her  Majesty's  Plenipotentiaries  to  the 
Chinese  Viceroy  Keshen,  who  was  then  at  Ta-koo. 
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^^AugiMt  12tli. — The  ^Madagascar/  steam-yessel,  drawing 
12  feet,  crossed  the  bar,  and  anchored  within  the  Peiho,  remain- 
ing there  nntil  the  13th. 

^^  August  16th. — ^Lord  Palmerston's  letter  for  the  Chinese 
Ministers  was  delivered  to  Keshen. 

^^ August  19th. — The  'Hyacinth*  and  *Lame,'  nnder  the 
orders  of  Captain  Smith,  of  the  '  Dmid,'  attacked  the  Chinese 
barrier  battery  of  17  guns,  and  8  war  jnnks,  near  Macao,  which 
were  silenced  after  an  engagement  of  twenty  minutes,  when  the 
military  forces  and  the  marines  and  seamen  of  the  squadron 
landed  and  took  possession  of  the  batteries,  spiked  the  guns, 
and  destroyed  the  magazines. 

"  August  26th. — Mr.  Harvey,  Midshipman  of  Her  Majesty's 
ship  *  Conway,-  killed  by  the  Chinese  at  Tsungming,  while  em- 
ployed on  a  foraging  party. 

"  August  23rd. — Her  Majesty's  ship  *  Melville,*  of  72  guns, 
hove  down  the  first  time  at  Chusan,  which  was  repeated  six  times 
subsequently  with  her  own  resources,  to  repair  the  serious 
damage  she  sustained  by  striking  on  a  sunken  rock  when  enter- 
ing the  harbour  of  Chusan  on  the  7th  July. 

^^Augtist  30th. — Captain  Charles  Elliot,  Joint  Plenipoten- 
tiary, held  a  conference  with  Keshen  in  an  encampment  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Peiho  River. 

"  August  23rd. — The  *  Alh'gator  *  was  attacked  by  war  junks 
and. batteries  at  Amoy,  the  former  she  dispersed. 

"September  4th. — Rear- Admiral  Elliot  sighted  the  GJ-reat 
"Wall  of  China  in  the  *  Madagascar '  steamer. 

September  14th. — The  *  Kite,*  a  Government  armed  brig,  was 
wrecked  in  the  Gulf  of  Hang-chow-foo,  and  Mr.  Noble,  the 
Master,  with  his  child  and  several  of  the  crew,  drowned.  lieu- 
tenant Douglas  commanded  the  *  Kite.' 

"  Sept&niber  15th. — Rear- Admiral  the  Honourable  George 
Elliot  left  the  Peiho,  the  negotiations  having  ended  there,  to  be 
resumed  in  the  Canton  River. 

"  September  17th. — Captain  Anstruther,  of  the  Madras  Artil- 
lery, was  seized  by  the  Chinese  at  Chusan,  and  sent  to  Ningpo 
in  close  confinement.  Keshen  appointed  High  Commissioner 
to  negotiate  at  Canton. 

"  September  18th. — Lieutenant  Douglas,  Mrs.  Noble,  and 
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others,  who  escaped  from  the  wreck  of  the  '  Elite/  were  made 
prisoners  by  the  Chinese,  and  sent  to  Ningpo. 

**  September  28th. — Bear- Admiral  the  Honourable  Gheorge 
Elliot  and  Captain  Charles  Elliot  returned  to  Chusan  with  the 
squadron  from  the  Peiho.  Much  sickness  prevailed  at  this  time 
amongst  the  land  forces  on  that  island. 

^^  November  3rd. — ^A  truce  between  the  Chusan  group  of 
islands  held  bj  the  British  forces  and  the  neighbouring  Chinese 
ports  on  the  main  agreed  on  hj  Bear-Admiral  the  Honourable 
George  Elliot  and  the  Imperial  High  Commissioner  at  Ningpo, 
pending  the  expected  negotiations  at  Canton. 

"  November  15th. — Bear- Admiral  the  Honourable  Gteorge 
Elliot  and  Captain  Charles  Elliot,  with  the  '  Melville,'  *  WeUes- 
ley,'  *  Blenheim,*  &c.,  left  Chusan  for  Macao. 

"  November  20th. — The  above  arrived  at  Macao. 

"  November  21st. — The  *  Queen,*  steam- vessel,  and  a  boat 
with  flags  of  truce  flying,  were  fired  at  by  the  forts  of  the  Bocca 
Tigris,  which  was  returned  by  the  *  Queen.' 

"  November  27th. — Lin  (Governor  of  the  Canton  Province) 
and  Tung  degraded  by  the  Emperor,  and  ordered  to  Pekin. 

"  Novmriber  28th. — E^eshen  announced  bis  arrival  at  Canton 
to  Her  Majesty's  Plenipotentiary,  Captain  Charles  Elliot. 

"  November  30th. — Bear-Admiral  the  Honourable  George 
Elliot  resigned  the  command  to  Commodore  Sir  Gordon  Bremer 
in  consequence  of  severe  disease. 

"  Commodore  Sir  J.  Gordon  Bremer,  G,B.y  K.G.H.y  Na/oal  Oom^ 
mandeT'in-Ghief ;  Gaptmn  Gharles  Elliot,  Sole  Plenipotentia/ry 
amd  Ghief  Superintendent  of  Trade, 

^^  December  7th. —  Bear- Admiral  the  Honourable  George 
EUiot  sailed  from  Macao  for  England  in  the  '  Volage.' 

"  December  7th. — Negotiations  commenced  between  Captain 
Charles  Elliot  and  Keshen. 

"  1841. 

"  Jcmuary  5th. — The  negotiations  for  the  adjustment  of  diffi- 
culties with  the  Chinese  High  Commissioner  by  peaceful  means 
having  failed,  Commodore  Sir  Gk)rdon  Bremer  announced  to 
Keshen  that  hostilities  will  commence. 
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"  Ja/Miary  7th. — Ty-oocktoo  and  Ghnen-pee  attacked  and 
taken  by  the  combined  forces,  and  a  division  of  war  jnnks  de- 
stroyed in  Anson's  Bay  by  the  *  Nemesis'  and  boats  of  the 
squadron. 

"  January  8th. — ^A  flag  of  truce  sent  by  the  Chinese  request- 
ing a  suspension  of  hostilities,  and  negotiations  consequently 
resumed. 

"  January  12th. — The  Rev.  Mr.  Stanton  was  released  by  the 
Chinese,  and  returned  to  the  British  forces  from  Canton. 

"  January  20th. — Captain  Charles  Elliot  announced  the  com- 
pletion of  preliminary  arrangements  between  Commissioner 
Keshen  and  himself. 

'*  January  26th. — Hong  Kong  formally  taken  possession  of 
by  Her  Majesty's  forces. 

"  February  8th. — The  *  Columbine '  arrived  at  Chusan  by  the 
eastern  passage  in  13  days  from  Hong  Kong,  during  an  adverse 
monsoon,  with  orders  for  the  evacuation  of  that  island  by  the 
British  forces. 

^^  February  19th. — Captain  C.  Elliot  announced  by  circular 
that  circumstances  induced  the  Commodore  to  move  the  forces 
towards  the  Bocca  Tigris.  Hostile  preparations  by  the  Chinese 
evidently  in  progress  in  and  about  Canton. 

"  February  20th. — Captain  Anstruther  was  released  by  the 
Chinese  at  Ningpo,  and  arrived  at  Chusan,  together  with  Mrs. 
Noble  and  the  other  English  prisoners. 

"  February  23rd. — Chusan  evacuated  by  the  combined  British 
forces,  which  proceeded  to  Hong  Kong. 

^^  February  23rd. — Keshen  having  failed  to  conclude  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  agreed  on,  hostilities  were  resumed,  and  a 
masked  battery  at  the  back  of  Anunghoy,  and  80  guns,  were 
destroyed  by  the  '  Nemesis '  and  a  division  of  boats,  under  the 
direction  of  Captain  Herbert. 

"  February  26th. — The  Bogue  Ports  attacked  and  taken,  to- 
gether with  those  on  the  Island  of  Wang  Tong. 

"  February  27th.— The  First  Bar  Forts  of  60  guns  attacked 
by  the  advanced  squadron,  under  Captain  Herbert,  and  carried. 
The  *  Cambridge '  burnt,  bearing  a  Chinese  Admiral's  flag,  and 
mounting  34  guns. 

"  March  2nd. — The  Pagoda  Fort,  of  23  guns,  attacked  by  the 
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direotions  of  Commodore  Sir  Qt)rdoii  Bremer,  by  tlie  '  Sulphur,' 
and  three  boats  of  the  ^  Welleslej,'  under  Lieutenant  Symonds, 
and  carried. 

"  Major-Gteneral  Sir  Hugh  Gk)ugh  arrived  in  the  '  Gruizer ' 
from  Madras,  and  assumed  the  command  of  the  land  forces. 

*^  Gommodore  Sir  Gordon  Bremer,  G.B.,  K.G.H,,  N(ival  Gom^ 
mander-in-Ghief ;  Ga/ptain  Gharles  Elliot,  Sole  Plenipotentiary 
cmd  Ghief  Superintendent  of  Trade;  Major-Oeneral  Sir  Hugh 
Qmighy  K,G,B.^  Gommanding  the  Military  Forces, 

"  March  3rd. — Howquas  Fort,  of  30  guns,  surrendered  to 
Commodore  Sir  Gordon  Bremer,  without  resistance. 

"  Mr.  Stead,  Master  of  the  *  Pestonjee  Bomanjee '  transport, 
murdered  by  the  Chinese  near  Keeto  Point.  He  was  sent  with 
stores  direct  from  England ;  and,  on  his  arrival  at  Chujsan,  find- 
ing the  place  evacuated  by  the  combined  forces,  he  landed  with 
Lieutenant  Crawford,  the  Agent,  to  learn  the  cause,  and  the 
party  was  instantly  attacked. 

*'  March  6th. — Her  Majesty's  ship  *  Blonde,'  and  a  division 
of  transports  from  Chusan,  arrived  off  the  Bogue  Forts. 

^^  March  12th. — Keshen,  the  Imperial  High  Commissioner, 
left  Canton,  having  been  degraded  and  recalled  to  Pekin.  Yin- 
shan,  Langwan,  and  Yangf  ang  appointed  Joint  Commissioners  at 
Canton. 

''  March  13th. — The  Macao  Passage  Forts,  of  22  and  8  guns, 
attacked  and  carried  by  the  *  Modesto,'  '  Starling,'  and  '  Mada- 
gascar' (steamer),  and  the.  boats  of  the  advanced  squadron, 
under  the  direction  of  Captain  Herbert. 

"  March  13th  and  14th. — The  *  Nemesis,'  with  the  boats  of 
the  '  Samarang,'  and  one  from  the  *"  Atalanta,'  carried  7  batteries 
and  destroyed  115  cannon  and  9  war  junks,  in  the  inner  or 
broadway  passage  between  Macao  and  Tsenei. 

"  March  16th. — The  Chinese  fired  on  a  flag  of  truce  in  the 
Macao  Passage. 

"  March  18th. — Her  Majesty's  ships  *  Modesto,'  *  Algerine,' 
and  '  Starling,'  '  Hebe '  and  *  Louisa,'  tenders,  *  Nemesis '  and 
'Madagascar,'  steamers,  supported  by  a  flotilla  of  nearly  40 
boats  from  the  squadron,  and  later  in  the  day  by  the  *  Herald,' 
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the  whole  luider  the  direction  of  Captain  Herbert,  attacked  and 
carried  the  Chinese  Bird  Nest,  Batch  FoUj,  and  Ghirden  Forts, 
and  all  other  works  in  the  immediate  yicinitj  of  Canton  (total 
seven  in  number),  with  war  junks  and  Mandarin  boats,  amount- 
ing altogether  to  113  guns,  entering  the  factories,  and  re-hoisting 
the  British  colours  thereon.  Commodore  Sir  Gordon  Bremer 
arrived  just  before  the  close  of  these  operations. 

"  March  20th. — Captain  Charles  Elliot  announced  that  a  sus- 
pension of  hostilities  had  been  agreed  on  with  the  Imperial 
Commissioner  Yang,  bj  whom  a  proclamation  was  issued  that 
the  trade  of  Canton  was  open,  with  due  protection  to  British 
and  other  foreign  merchants  for  the  purposes  of  lawful  commerce. 

'^  March  21st. — Commodore  Sir  Gordon  Bremer  issued  a 
notice  that  all  vessels  proceeding  to  Whampoa,  under  the  fore- 
going agreement,  must  do  so  at  the  risk  of  the  possible  and 
sudden  resumption  of  hostilities. 

"  March  26th. — Her  Majesty's  ship  *  Melville  *  sailed  for 
England ;  and,  on  the  29tb,  the  *  Samarang.' 

'^  March  26th. — ^Messrs.  Bligh  and  Toole,  Mates  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's ship  '  Blenheun,'  and  Mr.  Field,  a  civilian,  in  proceeding 
from  Macao  in  a  small  cutter  to  their  ship,  in  a  dark  night,  were 
run  fold  of  by  a  Chinese  junk,  and  having  jumped  on  board  her 
were  made  prisoners,  and  supposed  to  be  put  to  death. 

^^ March  30th. — 'Madagascar'  (steam- vessel)  proceeded  to 
Calcutta. 

^^  Ma/rch  31st. — Commodore  Sir  Gx>rdon  Bremer  sailed  for 
Calcutta  in  the  '  Queen '  (steamer). 

^^  ApHl  14th. — The  three  new  Commissioners,  Yinshan, 
Lungwan,  and  Yangfang  entered  Canton. 

"ApriL — During  April,  the  *  Herald,*  *  Modeste,'  *  Hyacinth,' 
and  ^  Algerine,'  remained  near  Canton,  and  the  greater  part  of 
the  Naval  force  at  Whanipoa,  for  the  protection  of  the  British 
ships  loading  with  tea,  &c.,  but  notwithstanding  the  pacific  pro- 
fessions of  the  Chinese,  reports  were  constantly  in  circulation 
that  they  were  busily  preparing  for  hostile  measures. 

"  May  18th  and  19th. — The  ships-of-war  and  transports, 
with  the  troops,  &c.,  moved  from  Hong  Kong  towards  Canton, 
in  consequence  of  the  threatening  preparations  of  the  Chinese 
and  Captain  Elliot  proceeded  to  the  factory. 


440  THE  LIFE  OF  SIR  W.   PARKER. 

"  Manf  20th. — ^Yxi,  the  acting  Prefect  of  Canton,  treacheronslj 
ifisned  an  edict,  professedly  to  calm  the  feelings  of  the  foreign 
merchants  from  any  apprehension  of  hostile  intentions,  and 
urging  them  to  remain  quiet  in  their  lawful  pursuits,  and  con- 
tinue their  trade  as  usual,  without  suspicion. 

"  May  21st. — Captain  Charles  Elliot  put  forth  a  circular,  re- 
commending that  the  British  and  other  foreigners  remaining 
in  the  factories  should  retire  from  Canton  before  sunset,  when 
hd  embarked  in  the  '  Nemesis,'  and  the  British  flag  at  the  Fac- 
tory was  struck.  At  eleven  p.m.,  the  Chinese  attempted  to  bum 
Her  Majesty's  ships  anchored  off  Canton  by  fire-rafts,  and  at 
the  same  time  opening  a  fire  from  newly-constructed  masked 
batteries,  but  were  completely  frustrated.  The  '  Blenheim ' 
arrived  ofE  French  Island,  and  her  captain  assumed  the  command 
of  the  squadron. 

^^  May  22nd. — ^After  daylight,  43  war  junks,  32  fire-rafts, 
and  some  smaller  boats,  were  destroyed  by  the  '  Nemesis '  and 
boats  from  the  advanced  sqnadron,  under  the  direction  of  Cap- 
tain Herbert,  and  a  battery  of  5  guns,  near  Tsingpoo,  silenced. 
The  Chinese  rabble  entered  the  British  Factory,  committing  all 
kinds  of  depredations  on  the  furniture,  &o.  Her  Majesty's  ships 
off  the  city  silenced  the  Shameen  Battery  at  the  west  end  of  the 
suburbs,  which  had  been  re-armed. 

**  May  23rd. — The  battery  above  mentioned  at  Tsingpoo,  and 
some  junks  and  fire-rafts,  destroyed  at  that  place  by  the  '  Sul- 
phur '  and  boats  from  the  squadron  ;  the  heights  of  Canton  also 
reconnoitred  by  Commander  Belcher  from  the  mast-head  of  a 
junk. 

*^May  24th. — The  advanced  squadron  moved  into  position 
against  the  batteries  at  Canton,  which  were  completely  silenced 
as  far  to  the  eastward  as  the  Dutch  Folly  Fort,  and  the  left 
column  of  the  troops  landed,  and  took  possession  of  the  factory, 
without  opposition.  The  right  column,  in  boats  towed  by  the 
•Nemesis,'  reached  Tsingpoo  at  dark,  when  part  were  landed, 
and  occupied  the  joss-house  there.  The  Chinese  ineffectually 
attempted  to  bum  the  *Wellesley'  at  the  Bogue  with  20  fire- 
vessels,  the  ship  having  only  three  boats  left  on  board. 

"  May  26th. — The  remainder  of  the  right  column  of  troops 
and  the  Naval  Brigade  were  landed  at  daylight,  and  advanced 
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on  the  fortified  heights  above  Canton,  which,  with  49  gons  and 
a  strong  entrenched  camp,  were  all  carried.  Captain  Thomas 
Herbert,  with  the  boats  of  the  advanced  sqnadron,  secured  the 
arsenal  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  and  made  preparation 
for  the  attack  of  the  French  Folly,  <Sbc. 

"jlfoy  26th. — The  French  Fort,  and  long  line  of  works  con- 
nected with  it,  mounting  altogether  64  guns,  were  attacked  by 
the  '  Modesto,'  '  Algerine,'  and  boats  of  the  advanced  squadron, 
under  Captain  Herbert,  and  carried,  thus  putting  the  whole  of 
the  river  defences  in  our  possession. 

**  The  heavy  guns  for  battering  the  city  walls,  previous  to  an 
assault,  were  brought  to  the  heights  above  Canton.  An  appli- 
cation was  made  by  the  Chinese  for  a  suspension  of  hostilities, 
to  propose  terms  of  peace. 

"  MoAf  27th. — ^At  six  a.m.,  when  the  assault  was  about  to  com- 
mence, Captain  Elliot  announced  to  Sir  Hugh  Gough  and  Sir  F. 
Senhouse,  that  a  truce  had  been  agreed  on,  and  that  further 
operations  must  be  suspended  on  the  following  terms : — 

" '  The  three  Imperial  Commissioners  and  all  the  troops  to 
quit  the  city  within  six  days,  and  proceed  to  a  distance  of  60 
miles. 

**  '  Six  millions  of  dollars  to  be  paid  to  Her  Britannic  Majesty 
within  a  week,  as  a  ransom.  When  paid,  the  combined  British 
forces  to  retire  beyond  the  Bocca  Tigris,  and  all  fortified  places 
within  the  river  to  be  restored,  but  not  to  be  re-armed  till  affairs 
are  settled  between  the  two  nations.' 

"  June  Ist. — The  whole  of  the  combined  forces,  with  the  guns, 
aijimunition,  and  stores  from  the  Canton  heights,  were  re-em- 
barked in  their  respective  ships. 

"  June  2nd  to  8th. — All  the  ships-of-war,  transports,  Ac.,  re- 
assembled at  Hong  Kong,  and  all  the  forts  from  Chuen-pee 
upwards  restored  to  the  Chinese,  on  the  stipulation  that  those 
below  Whampoa  should  remain  in  statu  quo, 

"  Sickness  now  prevailed  to  a  considerable  degree  amongst 
the  combined  forces. 

"  June  7th. — Hong  Kong  declared  a  free  port  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Plenipotentiary. 

"  June  13th. — Captain  Sir  H.  Le  Fleming  Senhouse  died  of 
fever  on  board  the  *  Blenheim,'  at  Hong  Kong.  * 
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^^  June  15tli  (aboat). — Lnngwan,  Iiaperial  Gotninissioner, 
died  of  fever  at  Canton. 

^^  June  17th. — Sir  H.  F.  Senhouse  interred  at  Macao  with 
military  honours,  at  3  p.m. 

"  June  17th. — Commodore  Sir  Gordon  Bremer  returned  firom 
Calcutta  in  the  '  Queen '  (steam-vessel). 

*^Jtdy  19th  (about). — Her  Majesty's  ship  'Conway*  sailed 
for  England  with  treasure,  being  part  of  the  money  paid  for  the 
ransom  of  Canton. 

"  July  20th  (about). — Her  Majesty's  ship  *  Calliope '  sailed  for 
Calcutta  with  treasure  (part  of  the  ransom  of  Canton). 

"  July  21st. — A  severe  typhoon  at  Hong  Kong,  with  much 
damage  to  the  shipping.  The  'Louisa'  cutter  wrecked  on  the 
Island  of  Hailing-san  to  the  southward  of  Macao,  when  Sir 
Gordon  Bremer  and  Captain  Charles  Elliot  narrowly  escaped 
being  made  prisoners  bj  the  Chinese.  Commodore  Sir  Gt>rdon 
Bremer,  Kt.,  C.B.,  K.C.H.,  received  intimation  of  his  appoint- 
ment as  a  Joint  Plenipotentiary.  '  Sulphur '  and  '  Boyalist'  both 
departed. 

"  July  26th. — Another  severe  typhoon  experienced  at  Hong 
Kong. 

^^July  28th. — Commodore  Sir  Gordon  Bremer  returned  to 
the  squadron  at  Hong  Kong  from  Macao. 

"  August  4th. — The  last  of  the  reinforcements,  consisting  of 
Her  Majesty's  55th  Regiment,  arrived  at  Hong  Kong  &om 
Bengal  in  four  transports. 

"^iV  Henry  Potting er^  Bart,,  Sole  Plenipotentia/ry  amd  Ohief 
Superintendent  of  Trade;  Bear-Admiral  Sir  Williami  Parker ^ 
K.G,B.y  Naval  Commander-in-Chief;  Afajor-Qerieral  Sir  Hugh 
Qough,  K.O.B.,  Conmianding  the  Military  Forces, 

^^  August  9th. — His  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  Bart., 
Her  Majesty's  Sole  Plenipotentiary,  and  Bear-Admiral  Sir 
William  Parker,  K.C.B.,  Naval  Commander-in-Chief,  arrived  at 
Macao  in  the  Honourable  Company's  steam- vessel  '  Sesostris,' 
at  10  P.M.,  being  68  days  from  England. 

''August  10th.— Rear- Admiral  Sir  William  Parker,  K.C.B., 
assumed  the  command  of  th«  squadron  at  Hong  Kong." 
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The  thirty-fifth  paragraph  of  the  very  exhaustive 
and  able  "  Minute  of  the  Governor-General  of  India 
relative  to  the  Expedition  to  China,"  dated  at 
Calcutta,  in  April,  1840,  runs  thus  : — 

"  I  presume  that  some  instmctions  must  also  be  giyen  by 
tbe  Government  of  India,  but  our  position,  in  regard  to  this 
expedition,  is  not  a  common  one.  It  is  a  naval  operation, 
undertaken  by  the  Crown,  to  wbich  some  assistance  in  troops 
has  been  required,  and  the  chief  command  will  be  executed  by 
the  Admiral,  or  officer  holding  his  authority,  on  his  own  respon- 
sibility. In  all  this,  however,  I  see  no  practical  inconvenience, 
and  I  have  no  fear  but  that  deference  wiU  be  amply  paid  to 
all  our  wishes.  We  can,  however,  do  little  more  than  acknow- 
ledge the  right  to  command,  in  regard  to  what  relates  exclu- 
sively to  the  land  forces,  for  the  Senior  Military  Officer  who 
may  be  present,  and  request  him  to  make  the  usual  returns  to 
us,  and  to  keep  himself  in  constant  communication  with  us." 


From  the  Earl  of  AwMand^  Oovemor-Oenerdl  of  India, 

"  Calcutta,  24th  May,  1841. 

"  I  remark  upon  sending  over  the  despatches  from  England 
that  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  has  received  his  instructions  from 
Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  and  that 
you  have  received  yours  from  the  Admiralty,  and  that  upon  the 
face  of  them  the  direction  of  active  operations  is  very  much 
placed  in  your  hands,  as  must  indeed  be  the  case  in  an  expedi- 
tion of  which  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  force  is  naval.  The 
Officer  in  military  command  has  not  been  referred  to,  and  1 
presume  this  to  be,  because  that  officer  must  be  regarded  as 
responsible  to  the  Government  of  India,  and  because  he  should 
receive  his  instructions  from  hence. 

**  In  regard  to  your  military  positions  there  can,  I  think,  be 
no  doubt.  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  will  decide,  in  communication 
with  me,  upon  the  manner  and  object  of  your  measures.  Yon 
will  determine  the  naval,. and  Sir  Hugh  Gough  the  military, 
means  to  be  employed.     The  naval  officer  will  take  the  lead. 
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according  to  accnstomed  form,  whilst  tlie  force  is  afloat,  though 
in  the  goyemment  of  all  that  concerns  the  troops,  and  their 
employment  on  shore,  the  military  officer  in  command  will  be 
paramount.  I  am  aware,  as  has  frequently  been  the  case,  that 
circumstances  may  arise  from  which  if  there  be  a  disposition  to 
counter  action  iuconyeniences  may  arise,  and  indeed  without 
good  understanding  and  concert  all  must  go  wrong— but  I 
apprehend  no  such  difficulties  with  a  triumvirate  composed  as 
yours  will  be — ^yet  I  mention  the  matter  as  I  am  informed  that 
some  exception  was  taken  at  the  Horse  Guards  to  the  form  in 
which,  with  regard  to  Army  and  Navy,  the  first  instructions 
given  to  the  expedition  were  drawn ;  and  I  would  not  fall  again 
into  the  mistake  which  seems  to  have  been  there  made.'' 

Soon  after  the  debate  on  the  Address,  the  Go- 
vernment were  beaten  by  a  majority  of  11  on  the 
Irish  Registration  Bill,  and  by  a  majority  of  36  on 
the  Sugar  Duties.  On  the  29th  of  May,  Sir  Robert 
Peel  moved  that  the  Ministers  had  not  the  confidence 
of  the  House ;  and  that,  under  the  circumstances, 
their  continuance  in  office  was  a  violation  of  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution,  This  resolution  was 
carried  by  a  majority  of  one,  and  was  followed  by 
a  dissolution  of  Parliament. 

"From  the  Ea/rl  of  Aucldandy  Oovemor-General  of  Indicu 

''  Calcutta,  24th  June,  1841. 
**  1  am  glad  to  find  myself  again  in  official  connection  with 
you,  and  may  truly  say  that  all  that  I  have  known  or  heard  of 
you  cannot  but  make  me  rejoice  that  you  are  appointed  to  the 
naval  command  of  these  seas,  and  more  particularly  that  you 
are  about  to  take  the  directioD  of  the  fleet  upon  the  China  ex- 
pedition. I  have  been  writing  at  some  length  to  Sir  Henry 
Pottinger,  and  as  I  must  look  upon  you  and  him  as  one  in  all 
that  regards  the  public  interest,  I  will  not  repeat  to  you  any- 
thing I  have  said  to  him,  but  will  only  give  you  such  desultory 


1841]  THE  LIFE   OF  SIB  W.    PAEKEB.  445 

remarks  as  may  occur  to  me  regarding  jour  own  department. 
We  have  endeayonred  to  make  jou  as  strong  as  possible  in 
steamers.  Yon  will  have  the  '  Queen '  and  '  Sesostris/  powerful 
frigates — '  Madagascar,'  a  smaller  armed  ship,  *  Hoogly,*  yet 
smaller,  and  drawing  ten  feet  of  water — *  Nemesis '  and  *  Phlege- 
thon,'  iron  vessels  with  sliding  keels  able  to  run  into  four  or  five 
feet ;  and  we  are  expecting  the  '  Proserpine,'  also  of  this  class, 
and  you  shall  have  her  as  soon  as  she  arrives  from  England. 
If  you  think  that  you  might  take  her,  leaving  it  to  the  Colonial 
Office  and  the  Admiralty  to  conclude  the  bargain,  you  might 
have  another  and  well-built  teak  steamer  from  the  Government 
of  Ceylon.  She  is  small,  however,  measuring  little  more  than 
200  tons,  with  engines  of  sixty  horse-power,  and  drawing  ten 
feet.  She  might  do  for  the  service  of  the  Canton  River.  Lord 
Minto  wished  me  to  purchase  or  hire  some  light  sailing  vessels 
for  you,  but  Sir  Gordon  Bremer  found  it  impossible  to  do  so  here, 
and  we  were  only  able  to  make  over  to  him  one  of  our  excellent 
pilot  brigs.  You  will  find  the  commanders  and  crews  of  our 
steam  flotilla  in  rather  an  anomalous  position,  and  I  wish  that 
you  would  find  it  possible  to  put  them  on  a  more  just  and  proper 
footing.  Their  commanders  and  officers  have  no  commission  or 
rank,  and  their  men  are  not  subject  to  martial  law,  and  in  the 
event  of  real  war  there  should  be  assurance  of  prize  money,  and 
of  pensions  for  wounds,  for  they  will  always  be  in  the  front  of 
the  battle.  You  will  know  better  than  I  do  the  inconveniences 
of  such  a  state  of  things,  and  I  wish  that  you  may  know  also 
how  to  cure  its  defects.  I  have,  from  the  beginning  of  these 
operations,  been  exceedingly  anxious  that  there  should  be  a 
complete  understanding  between  Army  and  Navy,  and  between 
them  and  us,  upon  matters  of  supply,  and  I  have  been  pressing 
it  upon  Sir  Qt)rdon  Bremer  and  Sir  Hugh  Gough,  that  for  the 
supplies  sent  from  England,  New  South  Wales,  India,  and  other 
quarters,  there  should  be  a  common  store  and  a  victualling  agent 
at  Hong  Kong,  and  a  careful  attention  to  the  wants  of  every 
ship,  transport,  regiment,  and  detachment,  and  requisitions 
made  accurately  and  in  time,  founded  upon  stock  and  consump- 
tion, and  this  not  only  for  provisions,  but  for  medicines,  clothing, 
ordnance  stores,  and  all  else  that  can  be  required.  You  should 
always  bear  in  mind,  and  every  responsible  person  under  you 
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should' know,  that  we  can  hardly  send  yon  from  hence  more  than 
one  certain  and  considerable  supply  in  the  conrse  of  a  year  with 
*  any  convenience ' — that  this  supply  should  leave  us  in  February 
or  March,  and  that  we  should  have  three,  or  at  least  two,  months' 
notice,  with  the  most  detailed  and  accurate  requisitions.  There 
has  been  much  inconvenience  and  waste  from  the  want  of  a  good 
organized  system  in  these  respects — and  at  this  moment  I  am  in 
ignorance  upon  many  of  the  possible  wants  of  the  expedition, 
but  I  am  little  disposed  to  find  fault  on  this  account  with  the 
several  departments,  for  up  to  a  late  date,  the  only  thought 
seemed  to  be  how  much  the  expedition  could  be  dispersed,  and 
we  had  not  a  foot  of  ground  on  which  a  magazine  could  be 
erected  nearer  to  you  than  Singapore,  and  you  know  how 
difficult  the  communication  to  and  from  that  island  and  the 
Canton  River  is,  as  the  monsoons  vary. 

'^  Many  of  your  ships  have  touched  the  ground,  and  you  may 
have  to  send  more  of  them  here  for  repairs.  Sir  Gordon  Bremer 
will  tell  you  how  well  in  most  instances  we  can  serve  you,  but 
I  think  you  should  have  some  establishment  for  this  purpose  at 
Hong  Kong,  and  I  have  begged  Lord  Minto  at  least  to  send  out 
to  you  blocks  for  heaving  down  ships.  Pray  let  me  have  fre- 
quent reports  upon  your  stock  and  consumption  of  coals.  Many 
ha^e  been  sent  from  hence  from  New  South  Wales,  and  Singa- 
pore, and  England ;  but  I  have  in  vain  attempted  to  hear  what 
the  consumption  has  been,  or  is  likely  to  be.  I  will  write  no 
more,  but  only  beg  often  to  hear  from  you,  and  assure  you  that 
I  will  omit  no  opportunity  of  giving  you  every  aid  that  you  may 
require." 


From  the  Earl  of  Minto, 

"Admiralty,  1st  July,  1841. 
"  By  the  *  Oriental '  we  send  you  out  a  prodigious  promotion 
for  the  services  of  the  squadron  in  China.  This  will  not  give 
them  less  spirit  for  their  further  operations  under  your  orders. 
Doubtless  we  must  have  made  some  blunders  in  the  selection 
from  so  many  at  such  a  distance,  but  if  there  be  any  gross  case 
of  omission  it  may  be  represented  to  the  Board  hereafter,  and  I 
dare  say  would  be  attended  to.     1  will  say  nothing  as  to  the 
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course  of  your  proceedings,  because  you  will  have  made  up  your 
own  mind  after  consulting  with.  Auckland,  upon  much  better 
information  than  we  possess  at  home.  But  I  think  tbe  country 
will  expect  that  the  thing  should  now  be  very  thoroughly  done. 
Yon  will  not  be  disturbed  by  any  apprehensions  on  the  side  of 
France  or  the  United  States. 

"  Mehemet  All's  final  acceptance  of  the  firman  will  lead  to 
the  immediate  return  of  Louis  Philippe  to  our  alliance,  from 
wbich  he  had  so  petulantly  withdrawn,  and  all  the  accounts 
from  America  give  the  assnrance  of  peace  in  that  quarter. 

*'  If,  as  I  hope,  this  summer  suffices  for  the  completion  of 
your  work  in  China,  it  will  be  well  to  look  after  our  interests  in 
New  Zealand,  &c.,  as  we  hear  of  foreign  ships  of  war  destined 
to  visit  those  seas.  I  do  not  write  yon  more  of  my  views 
generally,  because  before  this  letter  reaches  yon  yon  will  be 
under  other  masters,  who  may  not  think  as  I  do.  But  in  truth 
at  your  distance  the  only  safe  course  must  be  to  walk  by  the 
light  of  your  own  judgment,  which  cannot  fail  to  be  better  than 
any  formed  at  home.  I  do  not  hear  who  is  likely  to  come  to  the 
Admiralty^  certainly  not  Lord  de  Grey,  as  Lady  de  Grey  told  me 
last  night,  which  I  greatly  regret.  Adam  has  probably  told 
you  that  he  goes  to  the  West  Indies.  We  shall  not  appoint  any 
one  to  the  Mediterranean,  that  being  a  station  of  so  much 
poliiacal  importance  that  we  think  it  right  to  leave  it  to  our  suc- 
cessors to  place  a  man  there  who  has  their  confidence. 

"  Pray  let  me  hear  from  you  and  believe  me,  Ac." 


From  the  Earl  of  Minto, 

"  Admiralty,  1st  July,  1841. 
"I   ought  to   have    mentioned  in  my  first  letter,  that  if 
Mr.  Hall,^  commanding  the  E.I.  Company's  steamer  '  Nemesis,' 

•  The  late  retired  Admiral  Sir  William  Hall,  K.C.B.,  whose 
name  will  occur  frequently  later.  He  entered  the  service 
as  a  first-class  Volunteer  in  1811,  and  received  a  warrant  as 
Master  in  1822.  .After  various  services,  in  1834,  he  was  invaHded, 
and  the  surgeons  certified  that  he  would  be  unfit  for  any  further 
service  afloat,  and  he  never  served  again  as  Master.    However, 
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shonld  prefer  to  retain  his  present  rank  of  master  on  acconnt  of 
its  superior  half -pay,  yon  may  keep  back  bis  lieutenant's  com- 
mission, onr  wish  being  merely  to  mark  onr  sense  of  his  merit 
by  the  only  means  in  onr  power,  but  not  to  force  npon  him  a 
rank  which  he  did  not  desire  to  have.  It  is  probable,  however, 
that  he  may  be  glad  of  his  lieutenancy  which,  with  his  talent 
and  activity,  would  lead  him  higher." 


From  the  Earl  of  Mvrvto. 

"  Admiralty,  3rd  July,  1841. 

"  Adam  has  given  me  yonr  letter  of  the  17th  of  June,  from 
which  I  see  that  yon  somewhat  misapprehend  the  purport  of 
yonr  instructions  of  the  5th  ultimo.  The  Gk)vemment  have 
delegated  to  Lord  Auckland  the  general  superintendence  of  our 
interests  and  operations  in  China,  desiring  the  naval  and  military 
conmianders  should  follow  such  directions  as  they  may  receive 
from  him  on  that  subject ;  but  yon  are  not  placed  technically 
nnder  the  orders  of  the  Governor-General.  As  Commander-in- 
Chief  yonr  reports  must  be  made  to  the  Admiralty  sending 
copies  of  such  as  regard  the  operations  in  China  to  Lord  Anck- 
land  for  his  information.  No  doubt  yon  wiU  have  occasion  for 
much  direct  correspondence  with  the  Governor- General,  bnt 
yonr  immediate  superiors  with  reference  to  this,  as  every  other 
service  are  to  be  found  at  the  Admiralty. 

'^  This  is  therefore  but  a  pretty  extensive  application  of  the 
principal  constantly  acted  on  upon  when  commanding  officers 
are  instructed  in  certain  affairs  to  follow  the  directions  of  some 
civil  functionary.  We  had  an  example  of  this  lately  in  the 
Mediterranean  where  the  proceedings  of  Stopf  ord's  fleet  were  to 
be  governed  in  some  cases  by  directions  from  Lord  Beaudale,  or 

in  1839,  he  obtained  command  of  the  *' Nemesis,"  under  .the 
Indian  Government,  and  the  distinction  he  earned  in  that  vessel 
procured  him  his  Post  Captain's  commission  in  three  years  and 
three  months  after  this  letter  was  written.  He  commanded  the 
'  Dragon '  and  '  Hecla '  in  the  Baltic  during  the  Bussian  War, 
became  a  Bear- Admiral  in  1863,  was  created  a  K.C.B.  in  March, 
1857,  and  received  the  Greenwich  Hospital  Pension  in  1871. 
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Lord  Ponsonby.  Practically  I  know  no  difficulty  is  at  all 
likely  to  arise  between  you  and  Lord  Auckland  in  carrying  on 
the  service,  I  can  therefore  feel  no  difficulty  on  that  score.'* 


From  ihe  Earl  ofMinto, 

"  Admiralty,  5th  July,  1841. 

"  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  13th  of  June,  from 
Malta.  You  will  find  a  large  force  and  Auckland's  admirable 
instructions,  on  your  arrival  in  the  China  seas.  I  hope  you  will 
still  be  able  to  conclude  the  business  this  season,  but  if  the 
contest  must  be  prolonged,  you  have  a  fine  undertaking  before 
you,  the  secure  establishment  of  our  power  in  the  China  seas, 
and  the  opening  of  a  great  emporium  to  our  commerce.  This  is 
worth  a  few  years  of  exertion  and  expense. 

"  Before  closing  my  yesterday's  letter  upon  the  subject  of 
your  instructions,  I  sent  it  to  Lord  Palmerston,  who  entirely 
approves  of  it,  so  that  you  may  consider  it  as  conveying  his 
opinion  no  less  than  mine." 


From  His  Excellency  Colonel  8vr  Henry  Pottinger, 

"  Parell,  9th  July,  1841. 
"  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Excellency  a  copy  of 
a  letter  to  my  address  from  Lord  Palmerston,  and  beg  to  inform 
you  that  the  Full  Power  therein  mentioned  is  in  my  possession." 


"  Foreign  Office,  6th  May,  1841. 

"SlE, 

"  I  transmit  to  you  a  Full  Power,  which,  with  the  view  of 
guarding  against  any  delay  which  might  take  place  in  the  nego- 
tiation with  the  Chinese  Grovemment  in  the  event  of  your  being 
compelled  from  any  course  to  quit  China,  the  Queen  has  been 
graciously  pleased  to  grant  to  Rear- Admiral  Sir  William  Parker 
(or  the  senior  officer  of  Her  Majesty's  squadron  for  the  time 
being)  and  to  Major-General  Sir  Hugh  Gough  (or  the  Com- 
mander of  Her  Majesty's  Land  Forces  in  China  for  the  time 
being)  authorising  them  to  negotiate,  either  jointly  or  separately, 
with  the  Ministers  of  the  Emperor  of  China. 

VOL.  IL  2   G 
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"  Ton  will  acquaint  Sir  William  Parker  and  Sir  Hugh 
Gongh  with  the  fact  of  tbis  Full  Power  being  entrusted  to  your 
cnstodj ;  and  you  will  explain  to  them  that  it  is  to  be  made  use 
of  only  in  the  contingency  above  described* 

''  I  am,  with  gpreat  truth, 

"  PALMERSTOK 
"  Sib  Henbt  Pottingbb,  Babt." 

The  new  Parliament  met  on  August  the  19th. 
The  Queen's  Speech  expressed  regret  at  the  failure 
of  the  negotiations  with  China,  and  that  it  had  been 
necessary  to  call  into  action  the  forces  sent  to  the 
China  Seas. 

In  the  debate  on  the  Address  the  Government 
was  defeated  by  a  majority  of  72  in  the  Lords,  and 
of  91  in  the  Commons.  The  Ministers  resigned.  In 
the  new  Administration  formed  by  Sir  Robert  Peel, 
Sir  James  Graham  became  Secretary  for  the  Home 
Department,  and  the  Board  of  Admiralty  was  com- 
posed of — 

The  Earl  of  Haddington. 

Admiral  the  Bight  Hon.  Sir  O.  Cockbnm,  M.P. 

Vice-Admiral  Sir  William  Hall  Ghige. 

Captain  the  Honourable  W.  Gordon. 

The  Honourable  Henry  Cony,  M.P. 

With  the  Honourable  Sidney  Herbert  as  Secretary. 

The  new  Government  sent  out  large  reinforce- 
ments to  China. 

From  the  Earl  of  Auckland, 

"  A  new  field  of  troubles  is  opening  itself  to  me  here,  and  I 
am  afraid  that  the  measures,  which  have  become  absolutely 
necessary,  will  occasion  some  disappointment  to  you.     But  there 
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is  no  choice  to  ns.  The  Burmese  are  assuming  so  formidable  an 
attitude  towards  us,  that  we  are  obliged  to  collect  for  the  pro- 
tection of  our  provinces  all  the  strength  which  is  easily  available, 
and  even  to  prepare  for  their  reinforcement.  I  must  hope  that 
a  show  of  vigour  and  preparation  on  our  part  may  induce  the 
King  of  Ava  to  desist  from  the  schemes  which  are  imputed 
to  him,  but  he  is  violent  and  wilful,  and  I  must  avow  to  you 
that  I  am  not  very  confident  in  my  anticipation  of  our  being 
able  to  keep  the  peace.  If,  however,  peace  shoxdd  be  preserved, 
Moulmein  will  have  been  but  a  place  of  rendezvous  for  the 
reinforcements  which  have  been  intended  for  you,  and  they  will 
only  have  been  detained  from  you,  for  the  season  of  the  year, 
during  which  they  will  have  been  of  least  use.  The  ^  Calliope  ' 
will  sail  Tuesday,  the  12th,  in  company  with  the  *  Ganges ' 
steamer,  for  Moulmein,  we  are  doing  our  best  to  intercept  at 
Penang,  on  their  way  from  Bombay,  the  ^Ariadne'  and 
'Medusa,'  and  we  are  even  ordering  up,  for  a  time,  the 
'  Diana '  from  the  Straits.  I  hope  that  we  may  be  able 
presently  to  assemble  six  or  seven  steamers  at  Moulmein ;  and 
I  need  not  tell  you  of  what  use  they  are  likely  to  be  either  for 
purposes  of  ofience  or  defence  in  the  event  of  an  actual  rupture 
with  Ava.  We  need  not  speculate  on  the  King  of  Ava's  motives 
in  his  present  proceedings.  He  may  be  calculating  on  our 
supposed  weakness  from  the  distant  employment  of  part  of  our 
forces.  He  may  be  led  forward  from  his  relations  with  the 
Chinese.  He  may  but  be  feeling  the  extent  of  our  forbearance ; 
but  assuredly  his  measures  are  such  as  for  the  moment  have 
left  us  no  choice.  We  must  gather  strength  for  strength, 
and  shall  show  ourselves  xmwilling  to  strike  the  first  blow. 
Captain  Halsted  has  been  doing  well  for  us,  and  has  been 
exerting  himself  efficiently  in  the  preparation  of  gunboats,  and 
in  all  else  within  his  province  that  could  be  useful  to  us. 

"  I  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  August  22nd,  and  need  say 
but  little  to  you  upon  it.  I  am  awaiting  anxiously  the  account 
of  the  first  progress  of  your  expedition. 

'*  I  am  sadly  conscious  of  the  bad  qualities  of  the  Indian 
provisions,  and  have  long  urged  an  increased  supply  from 
England.  Tour  requisition  for  coals  is  late.  I  have  imme- 
diately ordered  one  cargo  of  500  tons  to  be  sent  to  you,  and 
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another  of  1,000  sball  follow.  Your  mstmctions  to  Captain 
Nias  are  excellent.  I  will  write  to  jou  again  after  tbe  next 
overland  mail  shall  have  come  in." 


"  To  the  Earl  of  Anckland. 

"  'Modesto,'  at  Ningpo,  11th  October,  1841- 

"  My  despatch  of  the  4th  instant,  in  which  I  had  the  honour 
of  comnmnicating  to  your  Lordship  the  re-occupation  of  Chusan 
by  Her  Majesty's  forces,  would  apprise  you  of  the  anxiety  of 
Sir  Hugh  Gough  and  myself  to  commence  operations  against 
Chinhae  as  soon  as  a  change  of  weather  should  enable  the 
ships  of  the  expedition,  with  eommon  prudence,  to  approadi 
that  exposed  position. 

"  On  the  7th  the  wind  veered  to  the  desired  point,  and  every 
preliminary  arrangement  having  been  made,  not  a  moment  was 
lost  in  embarking  the  troops  intended  for  the  expedition.  The 
following  day  most  of  the  transports  were  moved  to  the 
anchorage  off  ^Just  in  the  way/  four  leagues  in  advance;  and 
the  General  and  myself,  accompanied  by  Sir  Henry  Pottinger, 
proceeded,  at  the  same  time,  in  the  *  Phlegethon  *  aad  *  Nemesis .' 
to  reconnoitre  the  points  of  our  intended  attack,  where  we  were 
fully  informed,  and  found  that  every  preparation  for  resistance 
had  been  made. 

"  The  city  of  Chinhae,  which  is  enclosed  by  a  wall  37  feet 
in  thickness  and  22  feet  high,  with  an  embrasure  parapet  of 
4  feet  high,  and  nearly  two  miles  in  circumference,  is  situated  at 
the  foot  of  a  very  commanding  peninsular  height,  which  forms 
the  entrance  of  the  Tahae  Biver ;  on  its  left  or  north  bank.  On  the 
summit  is  the  citadel,  which,  from  its  strong  position,  is  considered 
the  key  to  Chinhae,  and  the  large  and  opulent  city  of  Ningpo, 
about  fifteen  miles  up  the  river;  and  it  is  so  important  as  a 
military  post  that  I  trust  I  may  be  excused  for  attempting  to 
describe  it. 

*'  It  stands  about  250  feet  above  the  sea,  and  is  encircled 
also  by  strong  walls,  with  very  substantial  iron-plated  gates  at 
the  east  and  west  ends  The  north  and  south  sides  of  the 
heights  are  exceedingly  steep,  the  former  accessible  only  from 


■^    ~i-  ^.  .il.       .    ■  JL MlSJJWI^f 


1841]  THE   LIFE   OF  SIR  W.    PARKER.  453 

the  sea,  by  a  narrow,  winding  path  from  the  rocks  at  its  base, 
the  south  side  and  eastern  end  being  nearly  precipitous.  At  the 
east  end  of  the  citadel,  ontside  its  wall,  twenty-one  guns  were 
mounted  in  three  batteries  of  masonry  and  sand-bags,  to  defend 
the  entrance  of  the  river. 

"  The  only  communication  between  the  citadel  and  city  is  on 
the  west  side,  by  a  steep  but  regular  causeway,  to  a  bamer-gato 
at  the  bottom  of  the  hill,  where  a  wooden  bridge  over  a  wet 
ditch  connects  it  with  the  isthmus  and  the  gates  of  the  city,  the 
whole  of  which  are  covered  with  iron  plates,  and  strongly 
secured.  The  space  on  the  isthmus  between  the  citadel  hill 
and  the  city  wall  is  filled  up  towards  the  sea,  with  a  battery  of 
five  guns,  having  a  row  of  strong  piles  driven  in  a  little  beach  in 
front  of  it,  to  prevent  a  descent  in  that  quarter;  and  on  the 
river  side  of  the  isthmus  are  two  batteries  adjoining  the  sabarbs, 
and  mounting  twenty-two  and  nineteen  guns  for  flanking  the 
entrance.  Twenty-eight  guns  of  different  sizes,  and  numberless 
gingalls,  were  also  planted  on  the  city  walls,  principally  towards 
the  sea. 

"  The  main  body  of  the  Chinese  forces  was  posted  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  river,  in  fortified  encampments,  on  very  com- 
manding and  steep  hills,  field-works  and  entrenchments  being 
thrown  up  in  every  advantageous  position,  with  twenty- three 
guns,  and  innumerable  gingalls  mounted  in  them  to  impede  the 
advance  of  the  troops.  The  principal  landing-place  on  this  side 
is  within  a  considerable  creek,  close  to  the  south  entrance  of  the 
river,  and  across  this  creek  we  found  a  row  of  piles  driven. 
Four  batteries,  mounting  thirty-one  guns,  were  also  newly  con- 
structed on  this  side  of  the  river  to  flank  the  entrance,  and 
about  half  a  mile  above  its  mouth  a  similar  obstruction  of  large 
piles  was  carried  completely  across,  space  only  being  left  for  one 
junk  to  pass  at  a  time.  In  short,  the  Chinese  had  exercised 
their  ingenuity  to  the  utmost,  to  make  their  defences  secure, 
and  a  great  amount  of  treasure  and  labour  must  have  been 
expended  in  the  execution  of  these  works,  fully  evincing  the 
importance  which  they  attached  to  this  position. 

"  The  plan  of  attack  agreed  upon  by  the  General  and  myself 
was  to  land  the  troops  in  two  columns  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
river  inside  the  small  islands,  called  the  *  Triangles.'     The  main 
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body,  under  his  immediate  command  (about  1,040  strong),  to 
disembark  a  short  distance  beyond  the  creek  above  referred  to. 
The  other  (aboat  500  strong),  immediately,  at  its  entrance, 
where  it  appeared  to  ns  practicable  to  put  them  'securely  on 
shore  outside  the  piles  under  the  cover  of  one  of  the  brigs,  good 
anchorage  being  found  within  a  few  yards  of  the  spot. 

*'  The  attack  of  the  citadel  and  city  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
river  was  assigned  to  the  naval  branch  of  the  force,. strengthened 
by  about  twenty-three  of  the  Royal,  and  twelve  of  the  Madras 
Artillery,  under  Lieutenants  the  Hononrable  F.  Spencer  and 
Molesworth,  and  fifty  sappers,  under  Captain  Cotton  and  Lieu- 
tenant Johnston,  of  the  Madras  Engineers.  It  was  calculated 
that  the  advance  of  the  two  colamns  of  troops,  by  dilEerent 
routes,  would  not  only  secure  eveiy  point  on  the  right  bank,  but 
cut  off  the  retreat  of  many  of  the  Chinese;  and  by  a  simul- 
taneous bombardment  of  the  citadel  and  city  by  the  squadron 
we  entertained  confident  hope  of  complete  success,  which  has 
been  happily  realised  in  every  respect. 

**  On  the  evening  of  the  9th  the  whole  of  the  squadron 
and  the  transports  were  anchored  off  Chinhae,  in  convenient 
situations  for  the  intended  operations ;  and  at  an  early  hour  on 
the  following  morning,  the  troops  proceeded  in  the   'Qaeen,' 

*  Nemesis,'  and  '  Phlegethon  *  steamers,  and  the  boats  of  the 
transports,  to  the  points  of  debarkation,  where  the  '  Cruizer,' 

*  Columbine,'  and  '  Bentinck,'  most  judiciously  took  up  their 
position  under  the  directions  of  Commander  Gifford.  A  few 
shot  from  them  cleared  the  shore  of  abont  300  of  the  Chinese, 
who  had  assembled  to  oppose  the  la^iding,  and  by  half-past 
nine  o'clock,  under  his  excellent  arrangements,  every  man  was 
safe  on  shore. 

"  The  *  Wellesley,'  *  Blenheim,'  *  Blonde,'  and  *  Modeste,' 
were  appointed  to  cannonade  the  citadel  and  eastern  part  of  the 
city  walls,  and  the  '  Sesostris,'  ^  Queen,'  and  *  Phlegethon,'  after 
landing  the  troops,  and  towing  np  the  ships  to  their  stations,  to 
shell  the  citadel  in  fiank,  and  enfilade  any  of  the  batteries  in 
the  harbour  which  their  guns  could  bear  npon.  The  *  Nemesis,' 
to  join  in  the  attack  on  the  north  side,  in  readiness  to  cover 
the  landing  of  the  seamen  and  marines  as  soon  as  it  became 
practicable. 
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"  The  citadel  hill  cannot  be  approached  for  an  attack  by 
large  ships,  except  on  the  north  side,  and  the  water  in  that 
direction  is  so  shallow  that  it  is  only  in  the  calmest  weather 
that  they  can  be  carried  with  safety  sufficiently  near  to  fire  with 
effect.  The  day  was  fortunately  everything  we  ooald  desire, 
and  the  '  Wellesley/  as  soon  as  the  tide  served,  was  towed  by 
the  '  Sesostris '  into  an  excellent  position,  where  the  anchor  was 
dropped  aboat  a  quarter  before  nine  o'clock,  in  four  fathoms, 
about  1,300  yards  from  the  citadel  and  town  walls.  As  the 
water  ebbed  she  settled  imperceptibly  into  a  bottom  of  soft  mud, 
and  was  as  steady  as  a  land  battery.  Commander  Ormsbj 
(with  very  commendable  activity)  immediately  afterwards 
brought  in  the  'Blenheim.'  The  'Blonde,'  and  'Modeste,' 
favoured  by  a  light  breeze,  took  their  stations  under  sail,  and 
every  ship  was  placed  to  my  entire  satisfaction,  as  close  as  pos- 
sible, the  ' Blenheim'  and  'Modesto'  touching  the  bottom  at  low 
water.  The  precision  of  the  fire  both  of  shot  and  shells  from  all 
exceeded  my  most  sanguine  expectations ;  and  the  destruction  of • 
the  works  from  the  commencement  of  the  attack  was  never 
doubtful. 

''As'  the  troops  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river  moved 
forward.  Commander  G-ifiard  advanced  the  sloops  tovrards  the 
entrance  of  the  harbour,  and  the  steamers  all  took  up  very  good 
positions,  and  performed  e:(cellent  service  with  their  guns ;  they 
were  for  a  considerable  time  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  river 
batteries,  but  fortunately  sustained  no  damage. 

"  About  eleven  o'clock  we  had  the  gratification  of  seeing  the 
British  colours  planted  by  the  troops  in  one  of  the  batteries  on 
the  opposite  shore,  and  within  a  few  minutes  the  others  on  that 
side  were  all  carried,  and  the  Chinese  observed  flying  in  every 
direction  before  our  gallant  soldiers  on  the  heights, 

"  At  a  quarter-past  eleven  the  wall  of  the  citadel  wa^  breached 
by  the  fire  from  the  ships,  and  the  defences  being  reduced  to  a 
ruinous  state,  the  Chinese  abandoned  their  guns,  which  they  had 
hitherto  worked  with  considerable  firmness,  and  a  large  portion 
of  the  garrison  retreated  precipitately  towards  the  oitj.  Not  a 
moment's  time  was  lost  in  making  the  signal  for  landing  the 
battalion  of  seamen  and  marines,  with  the  detachments  of 
artillery  and  sappers  (the  whole  under  the  command  of  Captain 
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Herbert  of  the  *  Blenlieim*).  Before  noon  the  boats  were  all  on 
shore,  every  impediment  presented  by  the  difBculty  of  landing 
on  rugged  rocks  was  overcome,  and  the  force  gallantly  advanced 
to  the  assault,  with  a  celerity  that  excited  my  warmest  admira- 
tion. An  explosion  at  this  time  took  place  in  a  battery  near  the 
citadel  gate,  and  the  remnant  of  the  garrison  fled,  without  wait- 
ing to  close  it.  The  citadel  was  therefore  rapidly  entered,  and 
the  Union  Jack  displayed  on  the  walls.  Our  people  had  scarcely 
passed  between  them  when  another  explosion  occurred,  happily 
without  mischief,  but  whether  by  accident  or  design  is  un- 
certain. 

^^  Captain  Herbert,  having  secured  this  post,  quickly  re-formed 
his  men,  and  advanced  towards  the  city,  the  Chinese  still 
occupying  in  considerable  force  the  walls  of  it,  as  well  as  the 
two  batteries  beneath  the  hill  on  the  river  side,  against  which 
our  troops  had  already  turned  some  of  the  guns  taken  on  the 
right  bank.  A  few  volleys  of  musketry  speedily  dislodged  them 
from  both  positions,  and  the  battalion  of  seamen  and  marines 
pushed  on  in  steady  and  excellent  order  to  attack  the  city ;  the 
wall  (26  feet  high)  was  escaladed  in  two  places,  and  in  a  short 
time  complete  possession  was  taken  of  Chinhae,  the  Chinese 
troops  having  made  their  escape  through  the  western  gates. 

"  While  in  the  act  of  scaling  the  city  wall,  a  third  and 
formidable  explosion  took  place  at  one  of  the  river  batteries 
within  a  short  distance,  by  which  I  regret  one  man  of  the 
*  Blenheim '  was  killed ;  there  is  strong  suspicion  that  it  was 
caused  by  a  mine,  intentionally  sprung,  and  considering  the 
number  of  our  men  who  were  assembled  at  the  time  it  was  most 
providential  that  the  consequences  were  not  more  dissistrous. 

"  The  seamen  immediately  returned  on  board  for  the  security 
of  the  ships  which  with  the  rising  tide  were  moved  into  secure 
berths.  Captain  Herbert  remained  with  the  marines  in  charge 
of  the  town  until  the  evening,  when  Sir  Hugh  Gough  arrived, 
and  a  considerable  proportion  of  troops  was  conveyed  across 
the  river  in  the  *  Phlegethon '  to  garrison  it. 

"I  have  sincere  pleasure  in  again  bringing  before  your  Lord- 
ships* notice  the  gallantry  and  excellent  conduct  of  every  officer 
and  man  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  and  the  Indian  Navy  under  my 
command. 
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"  To  Captain  Herbert  my  best  acknowledgments  are  dne  for 
his  zeal  for  the  public  service,  and  animating  example  on  all 
occasions;  and  he  speaks  in  strong  terms  of  commendation  of 
the  gallant  support  he  received  from  Captain  Bonrchier,  of  the 
*  Blonde,'  Major  Ellis,  of  the  Royal  Marines,  and  the  officers  and 
men  of  every  description  attached  to  the  force  placed  under  his 
command,  of  which,  and  of  those  employed  in  the  boats,  I 
transmit  a  list,  and  cordially  join  in  every  praise  that  can  be 
bestowed  on  them.  I  must  also  state  that  although  Captains 
Maitland  and  Eyres  were  not  directly  i^ttached  to  the  battalion 
of  seamen  and  marines  which  disembarked,  they  landed  at  the 
same  time,  and  accompanied  them  in  their  operations. 

''  To  Captain  Maitland,*  of  my  flag-ship,  I  feel  much  indebted 
for  the  able  and  zealous  assistance  which  he  at  all  times  affords 
me ;  and  my  obligations  are  equally  due  to  Captain  Eyres  for  the 
invaluable  services  of  the  '  Modesto.' 

'*  The  activity  and  ardour  of  Commanders  Giffard,  Clarke, 
Fletcher,  and  Watson,  and  of  Lieutenant  Collinson,  in  command 
of  the  'Bentinck,'  have  been  eminently  displayed  in  this  and 
every  other  opportunity ;  and  I  have  no  less  pleasure  in  bearing 
testimony  to  your  Lordship  that  the  same  spirit  of  enterprise 
and  zeal  has  been  conspicuously  evinced  by  Commander  Oimsby, 
Lieutenant  McCleverty,  Mr.  Hall,  ai^d  Mr.  Warden,  and  indeed 
by  every  officer  and  man  in  the  steam- vessels  attached  to  the 
expedition. 

"  I  may  be  permitted  also  to  notice  that  my  Flag-Lieutenant, 
Charles  Tennant,  hais  attended  me  in  every  operation  since  I 
took  command  of  the  squadron,  and  his  zeal  and  attention  is 
deserving  of  my  highest  approbation. 

*'  By  official  Chinese  documents  found  in  Chinhae  we  have 
good  reason  to  believe  that  the  regular  Tartar  troops  quartered 
on  the  10th  in  the  city,  and  batteries  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
river,  amounted  to  upwards  of  3,000,  of  which  about  700  com- 
posed the  garrison  of  the  citadel  on  Joss  House  Hill ;  their  loss 
on  these  points  is  calculated  at  150  men. 

"  The  troops  opposed  to  Sir  Hugh  Gough  were  estimated  at 

*  The  late  Admiral  of  the  Fleet  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale, 
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10,000,  and  thej  have  sustained  a  heavy  loss,  but  no  amount  of 
force  as  yet  met  with  in  this  country  can  withstand  the  gallant 
band  under  his  command,  into  which  his  active  and  energetic 
example  infuses  unbounded  confidence. 

"  The  total  number  of  guns  which  have  fallen  into  our  hands 
amounts  to  90  iron,  and  67  brass ;  the  latter  will  be  embarked 
without  delay  in  one  of  the  transports,  .with  a  large  quantity 
of  metal  which  has  been  found  in  a  cannon  foundry  at  Chinhae." 

The  detailed  returns  of  list  of  ships  and  vessels, 
and  the  officers  landed,  will  be  found  in  the  Gazettes 
of  the  day  and  papers  presented  to  Parliament. 

''  To  the  Earl  of  Auckland. 

"  *  Modeste,'  off  Ningpo,  14th  October,  1841, 

"  It  is  with  feelings  of  the  greatest  satisfaction  that  I  have 
now  the  honour  of  addressing  your  Lordship  from  the  anchorage 
off  the  walls  of  Ningpo,  on  which  the  British  colours  are  flying. 

"  The  progress  of  the  expedition  has  been  greatly  favoured 
by  the  fine  weather,  which  enabled  it  to  complete  the  reduction 
of  Chinhae  on  the  10th  instant,  and  to  place  the  large  ships 
and  transports  on  the  following  day  at  a  safe  ancborage,  after 
landing  the  requisite  supplies  for  the  army,  for  the  wind 
changed  to  the  north-east  on  the  12th,  and  blew  strong,  the 
ships,  however,  were  all  in  security;  the  'Blonde,'  with  the 
sloops  and  steamers,  and  part  of  the  transports,  having  found 
sufficient  water  and  excellent  shelter  within  the  Tahae  River,  a 
few  of  the  piles  being  taken  out  for  their  admission. 

'*  I  removed  on  the  11th  to  the  '  Modeste,'  and  that  no  time 
might  be  lost  in  prosecuting  our  further  operations,  I  directed 
Captains  Maitland  and  Herbert,  when  the  '  Wellesley '  and 
'Blenheim'  were  anchored  off  *  Just-in- the- way'  to  return  by 
one  of  the  steam- vessels,  with  the  boats  and  150  seamen  from 
each  ship,  in  readiness  to  advance  on  Ningpo ;  and  on  the  12th, 
I  proceeded  in  the  '  Nemesis '  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of 
taking  the  large  steamers  and  sloops  up  the  river.  We  found  it 
wide,  free  from  shoals,  and  carried  no  less  than  14  feet  at  low 
water  to  the  walls  of  the  city,  which  appeared  not  only  unpre- 
pared for  resistance,  but  a  general   panic   pervading  the  in- 
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habitants,  who  were  evacuating  the  town  in  every  direction, 
with  their  goods  and  families.  Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  Sir  Hugh 
Gough,  and  myself,  therefore  deemed  it  expedient  to  move  on 
without  delay  to  check  as  much  as  possible  the  departure  of  the 
respectable  portion  of  the  population,  and  the  ravages  which  are 
invariably  committed  by  the  lower  orders  of  the  Chinese  on  all 
property  which  is  left  unprotected. 

'^  The  whole  of  the  troops  (with  the  exception  of  a  garrison 
for  Chinhae  and  the  citadel)  were  consequently  embarked  on 
iiie  following  morning  in  the  *  Sesostris,'  *  Queen,'  *  Phlegethon,' 
and  *  Nemesis,'  and  the  supernumerary  seamen  and  marines 
were  distributed  in  the  *Modeste,*  *Craizer,'  'Columbine,*  and 
*  Bentinck,'  the  '  Blonde '  being  ordered  to  remain  at  Chinhae 
for  the  support  of  the  garrison. 

*'  Sir  H.  Pottinger  and  the  General  accompanied  me  in  the 
'  Modesto,'  and  the  expedition  proceeded  up  the  river  soon  after 
nine  a.m.,  but,  o^v^ing  to  some  unavoidable  delays,  did  not  reach 
Ningpo  until  two  P.M.j  when  the  'Nemesis'  and  *  Phlegethon,' 
which  contained  a  large  portion  of  the  troops,  anchored  within  a 
few  feet  of  a  floating-bridge,  which  connects  the  city  at  its  east 
gate  with  the  suburbs  across  the  river.  The  men  were  disem- 
barked with  the  greatest  facility  by  stages  from  the  bows  of 
these  vessels,  the  battalion  of  seamen  and  marines  under  Captain 
Herbert  landing  at  the  same  time  in  the  suburbs  on  the  city 
side,  a  short  distance  below  them. 

"  The  gates  of  the  city  were  all  found  secured  and  barricaded, 
but  an  entrance  was  soon  forced,  when  Her  Majesty's  forces 
marched  in,  and  took  possession  without  a  symptom  of  resistance 
being  indicated  in  any  quarter.  The  Mandarins  and  troops  had 
all  left  the  city,  the  latter  having,  since  their  defeat  at  Chinhae, 
refused  to  fight. 

"  Her  Majesty's  sloops  and  the  steam-vessels  are  anchored 
under  the  walls  of  the  city,  and  his  Excellency  the  General  is 
actively  exerting  himself  in  securing  all  the  Government  pro- 
perty on  shore,  and  endeavouring  to  establish  order,  and  prevent 
the  pillage  of  this  populous  and  opulent  place,  where  I  am  happy 
to  say,  such  of  the  respectable  inhabitants  as  have  remained 
evince  much  less  apprehension  at  the  presence  of  the  English 
than  was  exhibited  either  at  Amoy  or  Chusan. 
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"  From  the  niimber  of  the  large  junks  found  in  the  river  the 
trade  with  Ningpo  by  sea  must  be  eztensiye,  but  an  embargo  will 
be  laid  on  all  vessels  until  measures  can  be  concerted  for  our 
further  proceedings. 

'*  A  few  war  junks,  and  a  trifling  amount  of  naval  stores, 
have  fallen  into  our  hands. 

"  I  beg  to  ofier  my  congratulations  to  your  Lordship  on  the 
result  of  our  operations." 


From  His  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Pottinger. 

Merrf^arandum. 

"  Ningpo,  14th  October,  1841. 

"  Tbeir  Excellencies,  the  Admiral  and  General,  are  fully 
aware  from  my  verbal  communications,  that  in  coming  up  to 
Ningpo,  I  looked  forward  with  considerable  satisfaction  to  the 
plundering  of  the  city,  not  only  as  an  act  of  retribution  for  the 
insults  inflicted  by  its  authorities  on  our  people  who  were  con- 
flned  here,  but  as  an  example  and  warning  to  other  places. 
After  the  manner  in  which  the  city  has  come  into  our  hands,  I 
feel  that  to  suggest  such  a  proceeding  would  be  equally  inhuman 
and  impolitic ;  and  I  am  further  satisfied  that  if  I  could  even 
bring  myself  to  make  such  a  proposition,  it  would  be  at  once  re- 
jected by  their  Excellencies.  I,  however,  consider  it  my  duty  to 
recommend  that  we  should  remove,  carry  away,  or  utterly 
destroy  all  public  property  (in  which  I  include  whatever  be- 
longed to  the  Emperor  or  his  ofl&cers)  together  with  the  public 
buildings  of  every  description  or  denomination,  and  the  official 
residences  of  the  authorities,  the  granaries,  timber  yards,  war 
junks,  and  boats.  I  would  carry  this  work  of  destruction 
of  whatever  buildings  may  be  public  to  the  extremest  point  by 
even  throwing  down  their  walls,  and  burning  any  furniture  or 
other  articles  found  in  them  that  may  not  be  worth,  or  be 
too  heavy,  or  cumbersome,  for  removal. 

"  Simultaneously  with  the  steps  suggested  above,  I  would 
beg  to  propose  that  a  proclamation  in  their  Excellencies'  and 
my  own  name  shall  be  extensively  circulated,  and  placarded  all 
over  the  city,  setting  forth  the  motives  that  had  induced  ns  to 
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spare  the  propertj  of  priyate  individuals.  I  would  allude  to  our 
Laving  done  the  same  at  Amoy,  because  it  had  long  traded  with 
our  Straits  Settlements^  and  at  Tinghae,  because  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Chusan  Islands  have,  for  the  time  being,  become  subjects 
of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  England,  and  as  such  are  sure  of 
our  protection.  I  would  finish  the  proclamation  by  warning 
the  people  against  plundering  each  other,  or  committing  any 
other  excesses,  and  intimate  to  them  that  so  long  as  we  stand 
here  they  might  open  their  shops  and  carry  on  their  usual 
occupations  without  any  apprehension.. 

"  Should  their  Excellencies  approve  of  the  proclamation  I 
suggest,  I  will  have  it  prepared  in  the  Chinese  language  at  the 
earliest  moment,  and  in  the  meantime  steps  may  be  taken  to 
find  out,  and  place  guards  over,  all  the  public  buildings  and  pro- 
perty preparatory  to  its  removal  and  demolition. 

"HENRY  POTTINGER, 

"Her  Majesty's  Plenipotentiary.'* 


"  To  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

"  '  Modesto,'  at  Ningpo,  30th  October,  1841. 

"  I  have  sincere  satisfaction  in  transmitting  for  the  informa* 
tion  of  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  the  copies 
of  two  despatches,  which  I  have  addressed  to  the  Right  Honour- 
able the  Governor-General  of  India,  announcing  the  capture  of 
the  strongly  fortified  city  of  Chinhae,  and  the  occupation  of 
Ningpo,  by  the  combined  forces  of  Her  Majesty,  on  the  10th 
and  13th  instant,  on  which  event  I  beg  to  offer  my  congratula- 
tions to  their  Lordships,  and  recommend  to  their  notice  the 
admirable  conduct  of  all  the  officers  and  men  under  my  com- 
mand on  the  occasions  referred  to. 

"  Feeling  it  of  importance  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
should  have  the  earliest  intimation  of  the  occupation  of  Chusan, 
and  of  this  further  result  of  our  operations,  I  have  directed 
Captain  Eyres,  of  the  '  Modesto,'  to  take  charge  of  the  de- 
spatches of  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  Sir  Hugh 
Gough,  and  myself,  and  proceed  with  them  to  England,  by  the 
first  overland  mail  from  Bombay,  to  which  place  he  will  be  con- 
veyed by  the  '  Lame.'     Captain  Eyres  has  most  actively  partici- 
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pated  in  almost  every  service  of  moment  since  hostilities  com- 
menced in  China,  and  is  fuUj  competent  to  give  their  Lordships 
every  information  relative  to  the  past  proceedings  and  present 
position  of  the  expedition.  He  requested  with  very  becoming 
seal  to  retain  the  command  of  the  '  Modeste,'  for  the  purpose  of 
accompanying  the  expedition  from  Hong  Kong,  after  his  ad- 
vancement to  his  present  rank,  and  the  spirit  of  enterprise  and 
indefatigable  exertions  which  he  has  manifested  on  every  occaBion 
fully  entitle  him  to  the  highest  encomiums  I  can  bestow,  and 
to  the  favourable  reception  of  their  Lordships." 


From  the  Earl  of  Auckland^  Oovernor-OeTierdl  of  India. 

"  Barrackpore,  5th  November,  1841. 

"  I  write  to  you,  as  ships  are  announced  as  about  to  sail  for 
China,  but  I  have  very  little  to  say  to  you.  I  have  nothing  from 
you  of  a  later  date  than  the  22nd  of  August,  but  we  have  here  the 
rumours  of  Macao  down  to  the  16th  of  September ;  and  I  can- 
not but  give  credit  to  their  announcement  of  a  successful  attack 
upon  Amoy.  They  have  made  me,  however,  impatient  and 
anxious  for  farther  accounts. 

'*  The  last  English  mail -brought  me  nothing  of  interest  that 
yon  will  not  have  seen  in  the  newspapers.  I  received  letters  by 
it,  asking  me  to  remain  here  at  least  until  the  successor,  who 
might  be  appointed  to  me,  should  arrive.  I  had  written  the 
mail  before  to  say  that  I  was  willing,  if  no  new  Governor- General 
should  sooner  arrive,  to  remain  here  till  the  end  of  February — 
probably  my  successor  will  be  here  before  that  time.  The  next 
mail  will,  I  think,  enable  me  definitely  to  settle  my  plans,  and  I 
shall  very  shortly  expect  an  answer  from  you  to  my  request  that 
any  large  ship  which  you  are  sending  home  may  call  here. 

"  We  had  late  accounts  yesterday  from  Ava.  The  India 
steamer  left  Moulmein  on  the  31st  of  October.  The  King  of 
Ava  was  at  Rangoon.  The  following  of  his  camp  amounted  to 
at  least  200,000  persons,  of  whom  about  70,000  were  said  to  be 
armed  men.  He  is  building  a  new  town  and  a  fortified  place, 
and  has  brought  a  multitude  of  boats  and  70  pieces  of  cannon. 
In  the  intercourse  which  has  taken  place  between  our  ofiicers 
and  the  Burmese  authorities,  the  conduct  of  the  latter  has  been 
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rude  and  repulsive,  but,  as  jet,  there  is  no  Bjmptom  of  actual 
aggression,  and  at  least  there  will  be  ample  time  for  the  assem- 
blage of  the  reinforcements,  naval  and  military,  which  we  are 
sending.  I  mnst  hope  that  this  state  of  things  will  be  brought 
to  an  issue  before  the  winter  has  passed,  and  that  it  may  not 
interfere  with  the  arrangements  which  we  might  desire  to  make 
for  you.  The  mail  fell  in  with  *  Calliope '  the  day  after  leaving 
Moulmein. 

"  Mr.  Bonham*  is  anxious  to  visit  the  Sultan  of  Borneo  with 
some  parade,  and  to  have  communications  with  him  upon  his 
treatment  of  the  crew  and  passengers  of  the  '  Sultana,'  and  to 
ascertain  whether  supplies  of  coal  may  not  be  obtained  from 
the  five  mines  which  are  now  known  to  exist  upon  the  shores 
and  islands  of  the  Borneo  Biver.  It  is  possible  that  without 
detriment  to  other  service  one  of  your  ships  (*  Calliope,'  for 
instance)  might  take  that  course  with  him  early  in  the  year, 
and  proceed  onwards  to  yon,  and  he  might  return  in  the 
*  Diana.' 

**  Pray  communicate  with  him  upon  this." 


From  the  Earl  of  Auckland^  Oovemor-GenercU  of  India, 

Extract. 

"  Calcutta,  23rd  November,  1841. 

"  I  read  with  much  pleasure  the  report  which  you  sent  me  of 
the  brilliant  achievements  at  Amoy.  Tour  work  was  admirably 
done;  and  I  am  only  sorry  that  the  authorities  of  the  place 
stood  so  much  aloof  from  you,  and  were  satisfied,  without  an 
attempt  to  save  anything  by  negotiation,  to  see  the  town  ex- 
posed to  plunder,  and  the  works  destroyed. 

"  I  like  much  every  description  which  I  have  read  of  these 
islands  and  their  harbours,  and  wish  that  there  were  sufficiept 

•  Mr.  Bonham,  afterwards  Sir  George,  then  Besident  of 
the  Straits  Settlements,  held  that  post  nearly  ten  years,  and 
was  noted  for  his  kindness  and  hospitality.  He  was  appointed 
in  1847  Governor  of  Hong  Kong,  and  Plenipotentiary  in  China, 
and  remained  there  till  1853.  He  was  made  a  K.C.B.  in  1850, 
a  Baronet  in  1852,  and  died  1859. 
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force  with  the  expedition  for  their  occupation.  Even  yet,  I 
think  it  not  nnlikelj  that  a  large  portion  of  the  force  may  winter 
there.  What  70a  state  of  the  disposition  to  plunder  of  the 
followers  of  the  camp,  and  Lascars  and  low  Chinese,  is  veiy 
melancholy,  as  is  the  certainty  that  the  more  respectable  part  of 
the  population  is  more  afraid  of  the  Mandarins  than  of  all  that 
yon  are  likely  to  do  to  them*  It  could  only  be  by  a  more  fixed 
occupation,  a  strong  force,  and  a  good  camp  police,  that  such 
evils  could  be  mitigated. 

^'  I  was  glad  to  learn  by  the  late  English  mail  that  the  new 
Government  in  England  has  determined  upon  strongly  support- 
ing your  expedition.  We  shall  send  youj  unless  strange  events 
of  difficulty  should  occur  here,  such  as  at  present  are  most  un- 
likely, about  four  thousand  of  our  native  troops — and  some 
artillery — recruits  to  your  European  regiments  and  some  men  of 
the  rocket  corps  will  be  sent  from  England.  You  will  also  have 
t^wo  additional  steamers  '  Memnon '  and  '  Akbar*'  The  first  to 
sail  in  December — ^the  second  in  February — each  being  of  1,100 
tons  and  400  horse-power.     Besides  which  we  are  promised  that 

*  Spartan  '      26     Honourable  C.  G.  Elliot, 

'  Harlequin  '  16     Honourable  G.  Hastings, 

*  Dido '  18     Honourable  H.  Keppel, 

*  Serpent '       16     Commander  Searle, 

*  Siren  *  16     Commander  Smith, 

shall  also  sail  in  December  to  relieve  some  of  your  ships.  The 
latter  of  which  may  be  retained  if  required.  1  am  writing  in 
extreme  haste  to-day  and  have  hardly  time  to  say  more,  but  by 
the  next  communication  to  you  I  will  enter  more  precisely  and 
officially  in  detail.  You  are  strongly  recommended  to  provide 
every  steamer,  ship-of-war,  and  transport  with  such  booms  as 
she  can  conveniently  carry  to  guard  against  fire  rafts,  each  boom 
being  at  least  sixty  feet  loug,  and  having  an  iron  chain  and 
hooks,  so  that  several  booms  may  be  firmly  joined  together.  A 
number  of  light  anchors  will  be  sent  from  England  to  Singapore, 
to  be  at-  your  disposal  for  these  defences.  We  are  sending  to 
you  1,100  tons  of  coal,  and  as  much  to  Singapore,  and  will 
endeavour  to  make  up  the  amount  for  you  to  4,000  tons.  It  may 
be  worth  your  while  if  you  have  idle  ships  in  the  winter  to  send 
one  upon  a  visit  to  the  Borneo  River. 


A 
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"  The  *  Ariadne  *  and  *  Medusa '  were  too  qnick  for  us,  but 
I  trust  that  our  Burmese  difficulties  are  passing  away  and  that 
you  may  shortly  also  have  '  Calliope.'  ** 


From  the  Ea/rl  of  Haddington, 

Extract. 

"  Admiralty,  4th  December,  1841. 

'*  Although  I  am  glad  to  take  this  opportunity  of  putting 
myself  in  communication  with  you  I  should  not  have  thought  of 
writing — ^having  nothing  of  an  official  character  to  say  to  you — 
had  I  not  been  requested  by  the  mother  of  a  Very  young  officer 
under  your  command  to  recommend  him  to  your  notice  and 
protection. 

"The  India  mail  goes  to-night,  and  we  had  thought  it 
possible  that  we  might  have  received  before  its  departure  letters 
and  despatches  from  you.  V©  ar©  looking  for  them  daily  with 
much  anxiety.  May  they  give  us,  as  I  doubt  not  they  will,  a 
favourable  account  of  your  proceedings.  I  need  not  say  that 
we  have  every  confidence  in  you. 

Though  I  have  not  the  honour  of  your  acquaintance  I  believe 
I  may  claim  connection  with  you  by  my  marriage  (now  a  very 
old  story)  with  Lord  Macclesfield's  daughter.*  You  will  be  sorry 
to  learn  that  in  July  last,  he — ^Lord  M. — had  a  severe  apoplectic 
stroke." 


From  the  Earl  of  Aiickland,  Oovemor-Oeneral  of  India,  ^c,  ^c. 

"  Calcutta,  6th  December,  1841 . 
"I  need  not  tell  you  that  I  have  read  with  very  great 
pleasure  and  admiration  your  account  of  the  operations  at 
Chusan  and  Chinhae.  They  form  a  brilliant  conclusion  to  this 
year's  campaign,  and  we  must  turn  all  our  thoughts  now  to  the 
campaign  of  1842 — ^with  the  confidence  that  the  impressions 
already  made  upon  the  Chinese  will  enable  you  to  begin  it  with 
advantage.  And  if  you  do  so  at  the  opening  of  the  favourable 
season,  and  if  the  naval  and  military  forces  allotted  to  the 
expedition  shall  have  been  well  collected,  I  trust  that  its  effect 

*  Vide  Pedigree  in  the  First  Volumo. 
VOL.  II.  2   H 
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will  be  decisive.  It  is  marvellous  how  mucb.  has  been  done  by 
you  in  a  very  short  time  and  under  very  unfavourable  circum- 
stances. I  will  not  speculate  upon  what  will  be  the  course  of 
your  proceedings  in  another  year,  for  the  plan  of  your  campaign 
*vill  be  prepared  in  England,  and  I  expect  that  it  will  be  next 
month  communicated  to  me.  I  perceive,  however,  from  the 
directions  given  to  us  to  supply  every  ship  and  transport  with 
booms  to  protect  them  from  fire  rafts,  that  you  are  expected  to 
have  a  great  deal  of  river  work.  It  has  not,  however,  yet 
appeared  that  the  Chinese  are  very  formidable  with  such  rafts, 
and  I  believe  that  the  northern  rivers  are  wide,  but  it  is  well  to 
be  prepared  against  every  contingency  of  danger.  You  will 
have  learnt  that  the  '  Ariadne '  and  '  Medusa  *  steamers  have 
been  sent  to  you.  We  should  have  liked  to  stop  them  for  a  few 
weeks  on  their  way,  but  failed  to  do  so.  We  have,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  Moulmein,  in  some  degree  interfered  with  some  of 
your  arrangements,  but  I  trust  that  the  Kingdom  of  Ava  is 
becoming  more  pacific  than  it  was,  and  I  hope  to  release  the 

*  Calliope '  early  in  January.  She  will,  however,  come  up  here 
for  stores  and  men,  and  hardly  sail  for  China  before  the  end  of 
February.  The  *Britomart'  has  been  sent  up  to  Moulmein 
from  the  Straits  and  I  will  not  detain  her,  unless  new  circum- 
stances of  danger  to  our  peace  should  arise.  But  we  must  have 
one  man-of-war,  and   I   could    not  prudently  send  away  the 

*  Childers  *  until  she  shall  have  been  relieved.  It  will  be  very 
kind  of  you  if  you  will,  as  you  propose,  relieve  Captain  Halsted 
by  the  *  Nimrod,'  *  Acorn,*  or  other  ship.  He  has  deserved  well 
from  me,  and  is  very  anxious  to  join  you. 

**  The  Admiralty  have  placed  the  *  Druid '  at  my  disposal 
for  my  return  to  England  in  March,  and  March  will  probably 
have  long  passed  before  you  receive  this  order.  I  had  asked 
you  for  the  *  Wellesley,'  but  I  do  not  know  whether  my  letter 
will  have  ever  reached  you,  or  whether  you  could  let  me  have 
her  in  time.  My  last  resource  will  be  the  *Endymion,'  and 
I  have  begged  Captain  Grey,*  as  all  seems  to  be  quiet  in  the 
Persian  Gulf  and  towards  the  Red  Sea,  to  come  round  to  Cal- 
cutta.     I  would  not  take  her  away  if  I  could  help  it,  but  I  have 

*  Admiral  the  Honourable  Sir  Frederick  Grey,  G.C.B. 
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written  on  the  subject  to  the  Admiralty,  and  hope,  if  all  other 
means  fail  me,  Captain  Grej  will  feel  himself  justified  in  com- 
plying with  my  request.  In  this  case  you  will  probably  think 
it  right  to  detain  the  *  Druid.'  I  should  be  sorry  if  the  ex- 
pedition lost  the  services  of  Captain  Smith.  I  do  not  know 
with  what  orders  the  *  Cambrian'  wiU  come  out:  she  was  to 
leave  Portsmouth  with  Lord  Ellenborough  on  the  6th  of 
Noveipber,  and  I  must  expect  to  resign  my  ofiBce  into  his  hands 
early  in  March.  I  have  greatly  lamented  the  loss  of  the 
'  Madagascar,'  but  we  shall  make  up  your  flotilla  of  steamers  to 
the  full  complement  in  number  required  by  the  authorities  in 
England,  about  thirteen  at  the  beginning  and  fifteen  at  the 
end  of  the  season.  We  shall  be  puzzled  for  coal,  we  may  send 
you  5,000  tons  from  hence  but  cannot  promise  you  more.  I 
have  begged  that  quantities  may  be  sent  to  you  from  England, 
and  something  may  be  done  from  Singapore  and  Kew  South 
Wales,  and  possibly  even  from  Borneo.  I  think  the  instructions 
given  that  you  should  communicate  direct  with  the  Admiralty 
and  send  copies  of  your  letters  to  me  is  a  right  one,  but  I  shall 
have  some  difficulty  about  publications  in  our  Gazette.  For  I 
could  hardly  publish  at  length  a  despatch  addressed  to  the  Lords 
of  the  Admiralty.  I  may,  however,  publish  extracts  on  the 
substance, -omitting  whatever  may  seem  particularly  to  regard 
the  province  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty.  I  have  not  time  for 
more,  I  have  written  on  other  subjects  to  Sir  Hugh  Gough. 
You  wiU  probably  see  my  letter,  and  I  need  not  repeat  myself 
to  you. 

"  I  am  not  sorry  to  be  about  to  return  to  England,  but  I  am 
sorry  that  this  correspondence  and  that  my  honourable  position 
in  regard  to  your  expedition  are  drawing  to  a  close." 

On  the  23rd  of  November  Sir  William  Parker 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Vice- Admiral. 


2  H  2 
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CHAPTER  IX 

China  and  India,  1842. 

Wab  with  China — Capture  of  Woosung  and 
Chin-kiang-foo — Treaty  op  Peace  Signed 
UNDER  the  Walls  of  Nanking. 

"  Regions  Caesar  never  knew 

Thy  posterity  shall  sway, 
Where  his  eagles  never  flew, 

None  invincible  as  they.'* 

From  Sir  Henry  FoUinger, 

'^  Gk>vemment  House,  Hong  Kong,  April  12th,  1842. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoor 
Excellency's  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo,  in  which  you  were  so  kind 
as  to  forward  to  me  copies  of  your  reports  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  on  the  late  brilliant  afiairs  of  Her  Majesty's  combined 
forces,  and  beg  to  offer  my  sincere  congratulations  on  those 
successes,  together  with  my  best  thanks  for  the  reports. 

^'  I  take  this  occasion  to  transmit  for  your  Excellency's  notice 
an  extract,  being  the  concluding  paragraph  of  a  letter  dated  the 
22nd  of  last  month,  which  reached  me  at  the  same  time  from 
Lieutenant* General  Sir  Hugh  Gx>ugh,  G.G.B.,  &c.,  <&c. ;  and  like- 
wise a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  this  day  addressed  to  his 
Excellency  in  reply. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  Ac." 


Fran'h  Lieutenant- Oeneral  Sir  Hugh  Qough, 

Extract. 

"  Ningpo,  22nd  March,  1842. 
"Rather  an   extraordinary  coincidence  placed  the  papers, 


^^ 
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which  I  now  inclose,  and  which  I  consider  of  very  great  im- 
portance, in  my  possession,  as  they  show  that  the  views  which 
I  have  so  strenuously  advocated  are  those  most  prejudicial  to 
the  Chinese  cause  :  namely,  kindness  and  humanity  towards  the 
native  non-combatants,  who,  your  Excellency  will  perceive,  are 
accused  of  lukewarmness  in  their  country's  cause,  and  on  being 
deceived  into  that  lukewarmness  by  the  insidiously  mild  and 
forbearing  conduct  of  the  barbarians.  So  strongly  am  I  im- 
pressed with  the  importance  of  these  announcements  that  I 
propose  advancing  the  moment  I  get  up  230  men  from  KooloDgsoo, 
for  whom  his  Excellency  Sir  William  Parker  has,  at  my  request, 
despatched  the  *  Sesostris,'  and  the  withdrawal  of  whom  will 
leave  there  about  350  men,  until  I  can  ascertain  whether  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Governor- General  to  retain  or  evacuate  the 
island.  I  propose  evacuating  this  city,  which  I  regret  to  say  is 
nearly  a  wilderness,  merely  leaving  at  Chinhae  for  the  present 
150  men  on  the  Joss  House  Hill,  while  the  Admiral  can  spare  a 
sufficient  naval  force  to  co-operate  with  and  provision  them." 


Sir  Henry  Fottinger  to  LieutenanUQeneral  Sir  Hugh  Gough, 

"  Government  Honse,  Hong  Kong,  12th  April,  1842. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
Excellency's  letter  of  the  22nd  ultimo,  and  beg  to  offer  my 
warmest  congratulations  on  the  brilliant  successes  of  Her 
Majesty's  combined  forces  in  so  gallantly  repulsing  the  attacks 
made  on  Ningpo  and  Chinhae  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  ultinio, 
as  well  as  in  so  signally  routing  the  Chinese  troops  that  had 
taken  post  in  the  vicinity  of  Tsikee. 

"  From  subsequent  accounts  which  have  reached  me  by 
private  letters,  of  the  re-assemblage  of  another  body  of  the 
enemy  at  or  near  the  last  mentioned  city,  1  indulge  sanguine 
hopes  that  your  Excellency  and  your  gallant  colleague  the 
Admiral,  will  have,  ere  this,  had  an  opportunity  of  striking 
another  blow,  and  it  is  almost  needless  to  observe  that  these 
repeated  discomfitures  of  the  Imperial  troops  afford  sufficient 
grounds  for  hoping  that  the  Emperor  and  his  advisers  will 
shortly  see  the  uselessness  of  continuing  the  contest. 

"  I.  have  received  no  instructions  or  intelligence  either  from 
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England  or  India  of  a  later  date  than  the  despatches  which  went 
to  the  northward  with  my  joint  letter  to  your  Excellency  and 
Sir  William  Parker  on  the  18th  of  last  month,  but  I  am  in  daily 
anticipation  of  the  arrival  of  the  overland  mails  of  December, 
January,  and  I'ebruary,  all  of  which  are  now  due,  and  trust  they 
will  shortly  be  followed  by  the  majority  of  the  expected  rein- 
forcements. 

"  From  all  I  can  learn  the  Provincial  Government  of  Canton 
has  yet  taken  no  steps  for  carrying  into  effect  its  design  of  re- 
building the  Bogue  and  other  forts  on  this  side  of  Whampoa„ 
but  there  are  vague  reports  that  it  awaits  my  departure  to 
rejoin  the  Expedition  to  commence  the  work.  Should  instruc- 
tions from  yourself  and  the  Admiral,  applicable  to  such  a  con- 
tingency, not  reach  this  place  previous  to  my  quitting,  I  shall, 
in  concert  with  Captain  Sir  Thomas  Herbert,  K.C.B.,  and  Major- 
General  Burrell,  C.B.,  define  whatever  measures  may  seem  ad- 
visable to  frustrate  such  an  attempt. 

"  I  return  the  Chinese  papers  you  were  so  good  as  to  enclose 
to  me,  and  perfectly  concur  with  your  Excellency  that  *  kind- 
ness and  humanity'  ought  to  mark  our  conduct  towards  the 
well-disposed  portion  of  the  people,  nor  am  I,  in  the  smallest 
degree  aware  that  a  different  course  has  been  either  recom- 
mended or  suggested,  but  I  hold,  as  I  wrote  your  Excellency  in 
my  private  letter  of  the  23rd  of  last  month,  that  *  wherever  the 
population  take  part  against  us,  or  even  connive  at  the  infamy 
of  their  rulers,  they  must  expect  to  be  involved  in  the  like 
measure  of  just  vengeance ; '  and  I  still  am  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  the  village  near  Chinhae,  where  the  atrocious  murder  of 
the  mate  of  the  *  Emaad '  was  perpretrated,  should  have  been 
burned  to  the  ground,  and  that  *  the  only  way  to  check  such 
horrid  outrages  is  to  meet  them  with  marked  severity,*  which  is 
I  conceive,  not  only  a  retribution  due  to  ourselves,  but  will,  in 
the  sequel,  prove  the  most  merciful  course  towards  the  mis- 
guided, and,  I  may  add,  treacherous  natives,  on  whose  fealty  and 
forbearance  we  have,  I  think,  no  right  to  calculate,  unless  they 
are  made  to  see  and  feel  that  we  are  equally  able  and  ready  to 
protect  ourselves  and  our  fellow  subjects  as  well  as  them. 

'*  I  look  upon  it  that  the  combined  force  still  left  at 
Koolongfioo  is  quite  equal  to  hold  that  place,  but  I  think  it  right 
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to  DOW  Bay  that  notliing  short  of  peremptory  orders  to  evacuate 
that  island  wonld  induce  me  to  take  on  myself  the  responsi- 
bility of  consenting  to  do  so,  and  I  beg  to  cite  my  already 
recorded  sentiments  on  this  point,  from  a  despatch  which  I  ad- 
dressed to  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  on  the 
8th  of  last  month,  and  the  soundness  of  which  has  been  since 
strongly  confirmed.  *  Whatever  may  be  done  with  regard  to 
Ningpo,  I  should  under  no  circumstances  short  of  emergency, 
be  disposed  to  recommend  the  withdrawal  of  the  detachments 
now  at  Chinhae  and  Koolongsoo  (Amoy),  which  give  us  the 
entire  command  of  those  ports,  and,  in  the  case  of  Chinhae,  the 
control  of  the  trade  of  all  the  cities  and  towns  situated  along 
both  banks  of  the  River  Tahae.  In  addition  to  these  considera- 
tions, there  can  be  no  question,  but  our  retaining  them  adds  to 
the  pressure  on  the  Chinese  Government  far  beyond  their  posi- 
tive value  to  us,  and  that  our  giving  them  up,  even  to  occupy 
new  positions,  would  be  distorted  by  the  Mandarins  into  a  re- 
treat, or  at  the  best,  an  admission  (which  it  virtually  would  be) 
that  we  had  not  the  means  of  keeping  them  and  moving  on  at 
the  same  time,  and  would  beyond  all  doubt,  suspend  any  chance 
that  may  exist  of  overtures  for  peace.* 

*^  To  this  I  will  now  add  that  the  fullest  and  most  deliberate 
reflection  has  subsequently  led  me  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  nut 
desirable  to  occupy  any  more  large  cities,  until  we  ai'e  in  a  con- 
dition to  advance  on  the  capital,  unless  that  is  done  as  the  means 
of  obliging  them  to  pay  a  ransom,  or  otherwise  assist  in  bearing 
a  portion  of  the  expenses  of  the  war.  Our  occupation  of  them 
is,  to  lay  aside  other  serious  considerations,  beyond  all  doubt  the 
greatest  evil  we  can  inflict  on  their  inhabitants,  and  unavoidably 
most  opposed  to  kindness  and  humanity;  for,  both  from  the 
natural  course  of  events  inseparable  from  a  state  of  warfare,  and 
more  especially  from  the  pecuUar  constitution  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Chinese  Empire,  they  must,  hke  Ningpo,  become  *  a 
wilderness,*  and  a  focus  for  strife  and  anarchy,  which  no 
measures  that  we  can  adopt  can  possibly  ward  off. 

"  Your  Excellency  will,  I  beg  of  you,  understand  that 
although  I  have  been  induced  by  the  concluding  paragraph  of 
your  letter,  under  reply,  to  state  the  views  I  entertain,  I  by  no 
means  intend  to  offer  them,  in  the  most  remote  shape,  as  any 
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guide  for  the  procednre  of  yourself  and  the  Admiral.  The  con- 
duct of  the  war  solely  depends  on  your  Excellencies,  and  it  is 
neither  my  business  nor  wish  to  interfere,  unless  when  my 
opinion  is  asked,  as  in  the  instance  of  our  retention  or  abandon- 
ment of  Ningpo  during  the  past  winter,  or  where  matters  strike 
me  as  being  so  immediately  interwoven  with  the  political 
questions  connected  with  the  expedition,  as  to  render  it  my 
bounden  duty  to  declare  my  opinions." 


From  Sir  Henry  Pottinger, 

"  Steam  Frigate  *  Queen,'  1st  July,  1842. 
"  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Excellency  a  copy  of 
my  letter  of  this  date  to  the  address  of  Lieut.- General  Sir  Hugh 
Gough,  G.C.B.'* 


Sir  Hejii-y  PoUinger  to  Lieutenant-Oeneral  Sir  Hugh  Q&uglim 

Extract. 

**  Steam- frigate  *  Queen,'  Yang-tse-kiang,  1st  July,  1842. 

*'  Although  the  questions  discussed  as  bearing  immediately 
on  the  conduct  of  the  war  are  of  such  a  nature  that,  agreeable 
to  my  instructions  which  direct  me  not  to  interfere  in  those 
matters,  I  should  not  have  felt  myself  at  liberty  to  tender  my 
opinions  unasked  upon  them,  yet  as  your  Excellency  and  the 
Admiral  have  both  been  pleased  to  express  a  wish  to  know 
those  opinions,  I  am  most  happy  to  place  them  on  record,  after 
having  given  to  the  subject  of  them  the  fullest  and  most  anxious 
consideration. 

"  Without  here  minutely  entering  into  a  critical  examination 
of  particular  paragraphs,  or  portions  of  the  instructions,  from 
Her  Majesty's  Gt)vernment,  and  the  Governor- General  of  India, 
I  may  observe  that  the  impression  they  have  left  upon  my  mind, 
after  repeatedly  and  carefully  perusing  them,  is  that  your 
Excellencies  are  called  upon  by  them  to  have  recourse  to  every 
measure  that  presents  itself,  and  without  the  smallest  reserva- 
tion, to  stop  altogether  the  internal  trade  of  the  Chinese  Empire, 
and  more  especially  in  the  provinces  through  which  the  Grand 
Canal  leads,  or  that  are   in  any  way  connected,  whether  by 
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inferior  canals  ox  rivers,  with  that  vital  channel  of  communica- 
tion and  supply. 

*'  The  instructions  seem  to  me  to  be  unqualified  and  precise 
on  this  point,  but  even  had  they  been  less  explicit  and  de- 
terminate as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued,  I  should  not  hesitate 
one  moment  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  that  course  to  your 
Excellencies,  as  promising  the  best  chance  (with  perhaps  the 
single  exception  of  an  actual  descent  on  Peking)  of  compelling 
the  Chinese  Government  to  come  to  terms  and  accede  to  our 
demands. 

"  1  enter  fully  into  the  feelings  of  regret  that  your  Excel- 
lency expresses  as  to  the  heavy  infliction  which  the  course  I 
have  described  must  be  on  the  people,  but  it  seems  to  me  that 
there  is  no  medium  line  of  procedure.  Our  period  for  opera- 
tions is  limited,  and  we  therefore  cannot  afford  to  follow  half 
measures.  The  Government  and  people  of  England  look  to 
decisive  results  from  the  operations  of  the  ample  forces  placed 
under  the  orders  and  guidance  of  your  Excellencies,  and  as  all 
our  past  experience  entitle  us  to  infer  that  the  Chinese  authori- 
ties will  persevere  in  the  system  which  they  have  hitherto 
adopted,  that  of  abandoning  their  cities  and  towns  and  retiring 
before  us,  I  think  the  only  alternative  that  remains  for  us  is  to 
let  the  Emperor  and  those  authorities  see  that  we  have  the 
means,  and  are  prepared  to  exert  them,  of  increasing  the 
pressure  on  the  country  to  an  unbearable  degree. 

**  I  have  the  pleasure  to  forward  herewith  a  translation  of 
an  Imperial  Edict,  issued  subsequent  to  the  fall  of  Chapoo,  from 
which  your  Excellency  will  perceive  the  immense  value  attached 
to  the  transit  of  grain  from.the  provinces  south  of  the  Yang-tse- 
kiang.  My  inquiries  and  information  lead  me  to  believe  that 
the  fertile  regions  lying  between  the  Tsientang  (Hang-chow-foo) 
and  Yang-tse-kiang  Rivers,  and  their  branches,  are  the  great 
granaries  of  the  Empire,  and  further  that  most  of  the  grain  and 
other  supplies  brought  into  them  from  seaward  are  not  for  the 
consumption  of  their  population,  but  intended  for  eventual  trans- 
mission to  the  northward  by  the  route  of  the  Grand  Canal. 

"  If  this  belief  be  correct  it  thence  follows  that  the  stoppage 
of  the  importation  of  grain,  &c.,into  those  estuaries  (the  Yang-tse- 
kiang  and  Tsientang  Rivers)  presses  directly  and  forcibly  on 
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the  norfchern  parts  of  the  Empire,  but  does  not  subject  the 
people  of  the  provinces  which  I  have  particularised  to  the  want 
of  food  (though  it  may  render  it  much  dearer)  which  would  be 
the  case  did  thej  not  produce  a  superabundance. 

"  The  rejection  of  the  preceding  part  is  satisfactory,  but 
even  were  it  otherwise,  it  could  not  shake  my  opinion  of  the 
advisability,  and  I  will  even  say  necessity,  for  altogether  stop- 
ping as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  the  trade  of  all  parts  of  the 
Chinese  Empire  to  the  northward  of  the  Tahao  or  Ningpo  River, 
and  I  take  this  opportunity  to  add  that  it  has  occurred  to  me' 
that  with  our  commanding  naval  and  military  armament,  a  most 
important  and  imposing  diversion  might  possibly  be  made 
during  the  summer  in  the  Yellow  Sea,  and  off  the  mouth  of  the 
Peiho  River,  where  I  would  be  glad  to  see  a  total  blockade  esta- 
blished, as  the  effect  could  not  fail  to  strike  dismay  and  appre-- 
hensLon  into  the  minds  of  the  Emperor  and  his  advisers. 

**  P.S.  I  am  preparing  a  Proclamation  in  Chinese,  describ- 
ing the  origin  and  obiects  of  the  war,  of  which  I  will  furnish 
your  Excellency  with  an  English  yersion  At  the  earliest  moment 
it  can  be  prepared." 

To  this  letter  the  Admiral  replied  that  he  felt 
much  satisfaction  that  his  sentiments  on  the  subject 
of  restrictive  measures  against  the  Chinese  trade 
entirely  corresponded  with  those  expressed  by  his 
Excellency,  and  that  he  was  glad  his  suggestion  that 
the  arms  detained  by  Captain  Nias  should  be  sent  to 
Calcutta  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  Governor- General 
should  direct,  had  met  with  his  concurrence. 

"  Proclamation. 

"Pottinger,  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Plenipotentiary,  &c., 
&c.y  makes  this  clear  exposition  for  the  information  of  all  the 
people  of  the  country. 

**  Under  the  canopy  of  heaven,  and  within  the  circum- 
ference of  earth,  many  are  the  different  countries ;  but  of  the 
multitude  of  these  not  one  is  there  that  is    not  ruled  by  the 
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Sapreme  Heavenly  Father,  nor  are  there  any  that  are  not  as 
Brethren  of  one  Family.  Being  then  of  one  family,  very  plain 
is  it,  that  they  should  hold  friendly  and  brotherly  intercourse 
together,  and  not  boast  themselves  one  above  the  other.  But 
England,  coming  from  the  utmost  West,  has  held  intercourse 
with  China  in  this  utmost  East,  for  more  than  two  centuries  past, 
and  dnring  this  time  the  English  have  suffered  ill-treatment 
from  the  Chinese  officers,  who,  regarding  themselves  as  power- 
ful, and  us  as  weak,  have  thus  dared  to  commit  injustice.  The 
English,  unwilling  to  enter  into  contest  with  them,  had  borne 
such  treatment  for  many  years  till,  in  the  year  1839,  the  Em- 
peror of  China,  having  determined  to  prohibit  effectually  the 
importation  of  opium,  sent  a  Special  Commissioner,  Sin  Tsesen, 
to  conduct  the  arrangements  for  that  purpose,  and  that  officer, 
finding  himself  unable  to  seize  the  actual  offenders  of  each 
nation,  in  place  of  consulting,  and  concerting  measures  with  the 
several  national  officers  residiDg  in  China  (as  it  was  his  proper 
duty  to  have  done),  had  the  audacity  forcibly  to  confine  in  Can- 
ton the  English  officers  and  people,  and  at  the  same  time 
threatening  them  with  death.  His  object  was,  by  extorting  from 
them  what  opium  there  might  that  year  be  in  China,  to  gain 
favour  with  his  Emperor ;  and  the  English  officers  at  Canton, 
seeing  the  position  of  things,  commanded  the  English  merchants, 
in  the  name  of  their  Sovereign,  that  they  should  deliver  up,  for 
the  ransom  of  themselves  from  this  position  of  extreme  danger, 
whatever  opium  they  might  have  in  the  Chinese  waters.  Here 
is  one  great  offence  committed  by  the  Chinese  officers  against 
the  English. 

"The  Sovereign  of  Great  Britain,  in  consequence  of  this  and 
numerous  subsequent  acts  of  injustice,  appointed  as  Her  Envoys 
the  Admiral  Elliot  and  Elliot,  the  Superintendent  at  Canton,  to 
whom  jointly  full  powers  were  given  for  the  settlement  of  affairs 
with  China.  And,  having,  in  consideration  of  the  many  past  acts 
of  injustice  of  the  Chinese  officers.  Her  Majesty  directed  the 
Admiral  to  take  command  of  a  combined  naval  and  land  force, 
and  to  quarter  it  at  one  of  the  islands  on  the  Chinese  coast ;  Her 
instructions  being,  that  if  the  Chinese  Government  were  willing 
to  admit  its  errors  and  afford  redress,  a  peaceful  arrangement 
of  affairs  should  be  concluded :    but  otherwise,  if  justice   and 
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recompense  were  refused,  that  the  standard  of  justice  shoxdd  be 
raised,  and  its  claims  enforced  by  war.  The  Admiral,  &c.j 
thereupon  proceeded  to  the  Peiho,  and  then  presented  a  letter 
from  the  Minister  of  Great  Britain,  which  the  Minister  and 
Governor  Keshen  transmitted  for  the  consideration  of  all  the 
Ministers  to  Peking.  After  this,  Keshen  wrote  to  the  Admiral 
stating  that  affairs  which  concerned  Canton  it  was  difficult  to 
arrange  so  far  off,  and  that  if  the  Admiral,  &c.,  wonld  proceed 
to  Canton,  it  would  not  need  long  to  arrange  affairs  there.  The 
high  English  officers,  still  desiring  peace,  consented  to  this,  and 
proceeded  to  Canton,  where  they  met  Keshen,  and  had  frequent 
communications  with  him,  both  written  and  personal.  Arrange- 
ments were  not  yet  concluded  when  the  Ministers  of  Peking, 
men  without  truth  or  good  faith,  induced  the  Emperor  to  recall 
Keshen,  and  send  instead  a  General  Tishan,  to  fight  and  war 
with  the  English,  so  that  the  English  were  actually  compelled 
by  these  proceedings  to  take  the  Bocca  Tigris  and  the  line  of 
defences  from  thence  upwards,  and  to  bring  Canton  itself  to 
submission,  and  to  take  from  it  a  ransom  for  the  punishment  of 
such  ill-faith.  In  this  ill-faith  of  the  Chinese  Minister  we  have 
a  second  grand  instance  of  offence  against  England. 

"  The  High  Commissioner  Yukien,  and  other  High  Officers, 
Generals,  &C.,  in  the  several  provinces,  in  repeated  instances, 
when  they  have  found  our  people  cast  by  weather  on  their  coasts, 
or  enticed  by  evil  men  on  shore,  have,  being  dead  to  all  good 
and  honest  feeling,  dared  to  put  the  captives  thus  brought  into 
their  hands,  to  a  tyrannical  and  cruel  death ;  and  have  deceit- 
fully and  falsely  reported  the  cases  to  the  Emperor,  or  lyingly 
published  proclamations  to  the  people,  wherein  they  have  in- 
vented  tales  of  lengthened  contests  and  seizure  of  vessels  in 
battle,  with  slaughter  of  many  people.  Thus  falsely  did  Yukien 
declare  last  year  the  circumstances  of  the  English  occupation  of 
Chusan ;  thus  did  General  Yushan  pretend  that  he  had  destroyed 
many  vessels ;  the  Governor  Ten  Petao  that  he  had  by  force  of 
arms  recovered  Amoy — the  *  Taotai,*  on  Formosa,  when  ship- 
wrecked, had  cast  men  on  that  island — that  he  had  gained  a 
victory  over  them  in  battle ;  and  the  General  Yihking,  in  May 
last,  that  he  had  destroyed  many  vessels,  and  killed  a  multitude 
of  men  at  Chusan,  when  not  one  vessel  was  injured,  nor  a  single 
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man  killed.  These  maltiplied  false  statements,  misleading  the 
Emperor  and  people,  and  hindering  peaceful  arrangements,  are 
a  third  great  cause  of  offence  against  the  English. 

"With  reference  to  trade,  the  English  merchants  used  to 
carry  their  goods  to  many  places,  and  buy  from  and  sell  to  the 
people  generally,  which  was  to  the  people  wholly  a  benefit, 
and  in  no  sense  hurtful.  But  the  officers  at  Canton,  seeking 
to  confine  the  profits  to  themselves,  induced  the  Emperor,  by 
false  statements,  to  restrict  trade  to  Canton  alone,  and  to  permit 
only  thirteen  *  Hong  merchants '  to  conduct  it,  not  even  allow- 
ing intercourse  with  any  but  them,  and  the  linguists  appointed 
by  the  Government.  Thus  did  these  officers  gain  the  power 
of  meddling  in  every  matter,  extorting  as  they  pleased,  and 
disguising  everything  under  false  statements  to  the  Emperor. 
This  is  a  fourth  great  cause  of  ofEence. 

"  There  are  besides  many  minor  grievances  that  excite  indig- 
nation and  wrath,  but  they  here  need  not  be  enumerated. 

"  Because  of  these  grievances,  the  Plenipotentiary,  &c.,  has 
been  sent  out  by  command  of  his  Sovereign  to  demand  redress 
and  satisfaction.  When  these  are  obtained,  peaceful  arrange- 
ments may  be  made,  and  the  former  friendliness  of  intercourse 
may  be  renewed.  But  until  then,  the  High  Officers  who  com- 
mand here  the  combined  naval  and  land  forces  will  continue,  as 
commanded  also  by  their  Sovereign,  to  maintain  the  cause  of 
justice,  and  to  contend  with  all  their  power  for  the  enforcement 
of  such  redress.  When  the  Emperor  shall  appoint  a  High 
Officer  with  full  powers  to  negotiate  and  conclude  arrajigements 
on  his  own  responsibility,  and  not  till  then,  will  hostile  opera- 
tions be  stayed. 

"  Now  three  principal  things  are  required  for  the  redress  and 
satisfaction  above  spoken ;  namely,  compensation  for  losses  and 
expenses,  a  friendly  and  becoming  intercourse  on  terms  of 
equality  between  officers  of  the  two  countries,  and  the  cession 
of  insular  territory  for  commerce  and  for  the  residence  of  mer- 
chants as  a  security  and  guarantee  against  future  renewal  of 
offensive  acts.  If  these  three  things  be  acceded  to,  there  will 
be  no  difficulty  in  the  settlement  of  any  minor  points. 

*'  That  the  people  may  know  our  objects,  and  not  be  misled 
by  the  false  representations  of  their  officers,  to  commit  acts  of 
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hostility  that  would  bring  home  to  their  own  persons  and  fami- 
lies the  evils  of  war,  the  Plenipotentiary,  &c.,  proclaims  for 
general  information  this  clear  exposition. 

"  Dated  in  the  Yang-tse-kiang,  the  5th  day  of  Jnly,  in  the 
year  1842. 

"  HENRY  POTTINGER. 

"  H.M.  Plenipotentiary." 


**  To  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

"  24th  June,  1842. 
"Sib, 

*'  In  anticipation  of  our  advance  on  Shanghai,  communi- 
cated in  my  letter  of  the  17th  instant,  I  beg  to  acquaint 
yon,  for  the  information  of  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  that  the  *  Phlegethon '  and  *  Medusa  *  were  dis- 
patched up  the  river  on  that  day  wijh  Commander  KeUett,*  to 
ascertain  if  any  obstruction  might  be  expected  either  from  the 
Chinese  forces  or  want  of  water  for  the  steam  vessels  in  their 
passage  with  the  troops,  but  they  returned  in  a  few  hours  having 
been  stopped  by  two  strong  batteries  on  each  side  of  the  river 
about  six  miles  above  Woosung,  that  on  the  lefl  bank  mounting 
forty-six,  and  on  the  opposite  fourteen  guns,  the  latter  opened  a 
distant  but  inefEectual  fire  on  the  ste^m  vessels. 

**  The  *  Modesto,'  *  Columbine,'  and  *  Clio,'  towed  by  the 
*  Nemesis,'  *  Phlegethon,'  and  *  Pluto,'  were  therefore  imme- 
diately sent  in  advance,  with  directions  to  Commander  Watson  to 
take  up  a  position  as  near  as  possible  to  these  batteries  without 
drawing  their  fire,  until  the  expeditionary  forces  joined,  but  to 
destroy  the  guns  and  stores  in  them  if  the  panic  caused  by  the 
attack  of  the  16th  should  induce  the  Chinese  to  quit  them  with- 
out much  resistance,  and  1  now  transmit  a  copy  of  Commander 

*  Vice- Admiral  Sir  Henry  Kellett  died  soon  after  his  return 
from  being  Commander-in-Chief  in  India  in  1871.  He  had 
previously  commanded  the  *' Herald"  in  the  Arctic  Seas  in 
search  of  Sir  John  Franklin,  and  had  been  also  Commodore  in 
the  West  Indies,  and  Rear-Admiral  Superintendent  at  MaJta. 
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Watson's  report  of  his  having  taken  possession  of  both  these 
works  without  opposition. 

"  The  expeditionary  forces  were  joined  on  the  16th  by  the 
'  Dido '  with  eight  transports,  containing  the  2nd  Madras  N.I. 
and  other  reinforcements  from  India,  and  the  destruction  of  the 
guns  and  military  stores  at  Poonshow  and  Woosung  being  com- 
pleted, the  troops  were  embarked  on  the  morning  of  the  19th 
in  the  *  Tenasserim,'  *  Nemesis,'  *  Phlegethon,'  and  *  Pluto,* 
which  respectively  took  the  *  North  Star^*  *  Modesto,'  *  Colum- 
bine,' and  *Clio'  in  tow  and  proceeded  up  the  river,  the 
marines  of  the  squadron  being  put  on  board  the  *  Medusa,'  in 
which  the  General  and  his  stafE  did  me  the  honour  to  accompany 
me,  together  with  Captains  Bourchier,  Richards,  and  Keppel, 
and  a  few  boats  from  their  respective  ships  to  assist  in  landing 
the  troops,  a  force  of  about  500  men,  including  some  horse 
artillery  were  also  dispatched  by  the  General  by  land  towards 
Shanghai,  which  is  about  twelve  miles  from  Woosung. 

"  With  the  exception  of  one  or  two  narrow  channels  we 
found  no  difficulty  in  navigating  this  splendid  river,  aiid  by 
half-past  one  o'clock  had  approached  within  sight  of  the  city, 
when  the  *  North  Star,'  which  was  leading,  observed  a  range  of 
batteries  at  the  north  end  of  it,  which  soon  afterwards  opened  a 
distant  fire  without  doing  any  mischief;  the  squadron  were 
then  directed  by  signal  to  cast  off  the  steamers  and  engage, 
when  the  ships  promptly  shot  into  close  positions,  and  on  the 
discharge  of  two  well-directed  broadsides  from  the  *  North 
Star'  and  *  Modesto,'  by  which  four  guns  were  dismounted  and 
a  few  guns  from  the  steam  vessels,  the  Chinese  fled  with  pre- 
cipitation, and  Captain  Bourchier  immediately  landed  with  the 
seamen  and  marines  and  took  possession  of  the  batteries,  on 
which  forty-nine  guns  (seventeen  of  brass)  were  mounted,  and  a 
considerable  quantity  of  arms  of  different  descriptions  ;  the  whole 
of  which,  with  the  exception  of  the  brass  guns,  was  destroyed. 

"  The  troops  disembarked  in  the  city  from  the  steam  vessels 
nearly  at  the  same  time,  when  they  were  joined  by  the  party 
that  marched  from  Woosung,  which  had  previously  entered  on 
the  west  side,  but  the  Mandarin  authorities  had  all  fled,  and  the 
principal  inhabitants  were  departing  as  fast  as  possible  in  every 
direction. 
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*'  The  '  Golumbme '  and  '  Medusa '  were  sent  to  the  south- 
ward of  the  city  to  endeavonr  to  check  this  depopulation,  but 
although  the  river  at  Shanghai  is  not  less  than  650  yards  wide, 
it  was  literally  covered  with  junks  and  boats  of  all  sizes  carry- 
ing o£E  f ornitare  and  goods ;  the  respectable  inhabitants,  how- 
ever, that  did  remain,  appeared  to  regard  us  with  less  appre- 
hension than  I  had  anywhere  before  seen,  and  they  freely  pro- 
duced the  supplies  of  provisions,  &c.,  that  were  required.  We 
were  informed  that  the  day  before  our  arrival  a  serious  affray 
had  occurred  between  the  inhabitants  and  the  Mandarin  party, 
and  several  lives  had  been  Isst  in  consequence  of  the  heavy  exac- 
tions of  the  latter,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  defending  the 
place,  and  their  hasty  abandonment  of  it  on  our  approach. 

''  A  large  quantity  of  guns,  arms,  and  other  munitions  of 
war,  as  well  as  an  abundant  store  of  rice  was  found  in  the  arsenal 
and  magazines  at  Shanghai,  and  while  the  land  forces  were 
occupied  in  examining  and  destroying  them,  and  the  ships  in 
getting  off  the  brass  guns,  ^.,  feeling  it  very  desirable  to 
ascertain,  as  far  as  it  was  practicable,  the  navigable  course  of  the 
river,  and  other  water  communications  of  the  interior,  Captain 
Bourchier  and  Commander  Kellett  proceeded  on  the  20th  with 
the  *  Phlegethon '  and  '  Medusa,'  the  barge  and  some  marines 
of  the  *  Comwallis,'  and  a  boat  of  the  *  Columbine,'  for  thirty 
miles  without  interruption,  when  two  batteries  of  five  guns  each 
were  observed  on  the  left  bank  in  the  supposed  vicinity  of 
Sungkiang,  they  were,  however,  abandoned  on  the  approach  of 
the  steam  vessels,  and  Lieutenant  Wise  *  with  the  boats  and 
marines  of  the  ^  Comwallis  '  landed  and  destroyed  them  without 
resistance,  although  a  considerable  body  of  troops  had  assembled 
within  a  short  distance. 

**  Captain  Bourchier's  report  of  his  progress  up  the  river  was 
so  satisfactory  that  I  determined  to  prosecute  the  examination 
still  further,  and  accordingly  proceeded  on  the  following  day, 
with  the  addition  of  the  'Nemesis,'  and  we  succeeded  in 
ascending  thirty-seven  miles  in  a  direct  line,  and  foriy-seven 
including  the  sinuosities  of  the  river,  above  Shanghai,  where 


*  The  late  Admiral  Charles  Wise,  whose  name  occurs  fre- 
quently hereafter. 
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we  were  stopped  by  the  shallowness  of  the  water  at  the  entrance 
of  a  large  lagoon,  bat  having  spoken  with  some  small  junka 
loaded  with  coal  which  left  Sachanfu  only  on  the  preceding  day, 
we  satisfactorily  ascertained  that  there  is  a  water  communica- 
tion from  the  Woosong  River  with  that  rich  and  populous  city, 
and  that  we  had  actually  reached  within  twenty-five  miles  of  it, 
with  encouraging  hopes  that  the  small  steamers  may  convey 
troops  within  a  short  distance  of  it,  shoald  it  be  desirable. 

"Commander  Kellett*s zeal  in  this  service,  and  in  every  other 
in  which  he  is  engaged,  exceeds  all  praise,  and  I  have  the  satis- 
faction of  herewith  transmitting  for  their  Lordships'  informa- 
tion, a  sketch  which  he  has  drawn  with  much  ability  of  the 
course  of  the  Woosung,  from  its  enti'ance  as  far  as  we  have  pro- 
ceeded, it  will  convey  to  their  Lordships  the  best  idea  of  the 
locality  in  which  we  have  been  operating,  and  I  trust  prove  a 
satisfactory  addition  to  our  present  geographical  knowledge  of 
these  parts. 

*'  The  troops  were  all  embarked  at  Shanghai  early  in  the 
morning  of  the  23rd,  when  the  squadron  dropped  down  the 
river,  and  they  were,  in  the  course  of  the  afternoon,  transferred 
to  their  respective  transports  at  the  anchorage  oft  Woosung. 

"  The  surveying  vessels  and  light  ships  of  the  squadron  will 
now  proceed  up  the  Yang-tze-kiang,  and  their  Lordships  may 
depend  that  no  time  will  be  lost  in  proceeding  with  the  ex- 
peditionary force  in  prosecution  of  further  operations.*' 


Lord  Stanley  f  8ecreta/ry  of  State  for  the  Golonial  Department,  to  the 

Lords  of  the  Admiralty, 

Extract. 

"  Downing  Street,  4th  June,  1842. 

"  It  rests  with  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  to  prescribe  to  Her  Majesty's  Plenipotentiary  those  duties 
which  it  is  intended  to  devolvB  upon  him  exclusively. 

"  In  all  matters  which  exclusively  appertain  to  military  or 
naval  operations.  Her  Majesty's  Plenipotentiary  is  to  consider 
the  Lieutenant- General  and  Yice-Admiral  as  at  ^1  liberty  to 
pursue  without  control,  so  far  as  he  is  officially  concerned,  the 
course  which  appears  to  them  to  be  most  expedient. 

VOL.  II.  2   T 
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"  But  questions  must  frequently  occur  which  cannot  be  con- 
sidered as  exclusively  civil,  military,  or  naval,  but  as  bearing  to 
some  extent  on  the  operations  of  each  of  the  three  branches  of 
the  service.  It  is  the  wish  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  that 
on  such  occasions  Her  Majesty's  Plenipotentdary,  the  Vice- 
Admiral,  and  Lieutenant. General,  when  in  immediate  proximity 
to  each  other,  should  meet  and  confer  together  with  the  utmost 
possible  frankness  and  unreserve;  that  each  party  should 
maturely  weigh  the  statements  and  suggestions  of  the  other, 
but  that  the  question  should  not  ultimately  be  decided  by  a 
plurality  of  votes. 

"  In  every  case  where  after  discussion  a  difference  of  opinion 
should  still  prevail,  it  is  the  wish  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
that  the  officer,  whether  civil,  or  military,  or  naval,  upon  whom, 
if  the  views  of  all  parties  had  coincided,  the  execution  of  the 
measure  agreed  upon  would  have  devolved,  should  decide  for 
himself,  and  should  execute  his  decision  on  his  own  judgment 
and  responsibility." 


"  To  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

"  *  Comwallis,'  off  the  city  of  Ghin-kiang-foo, 
at  the  entrance  of  the  South  Gband  Canal 
in  the  Yang-tse-kiang. 

"  26th  July,  1842. 
^'  It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  I  announce  to  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  the  safe  arrival  of  the  China 
expeditionary  force  off  the  Island  of  Kinshan,  at  the  entrance 
of  the  Grand  Canal  in  the  Yang-tze-kiang,  and  that  the  city  of 
Chin-kiang.foo  was  taken  possession  of  by  Her  Majesty's  com- 
bined forces  on  the  21st  instant,  after  vigorous  assaults  on  three 
points,  and  a  determined  resistance  by  the  Tartar  troops,  who 
lined  the  walls  for  itS'  defence  on  every  part  comprising  a 
circumference  of  four  miles  and  a  quarter. 

'*The  squadron  and  transports,  amounting  altogether  to 
seventy-three  sail,  left  Woosung  on  the  6th  instant,  ascending 
this  noble  river  in  five  divisions,  preceded  by  the  surveying 
vessels,  small  steamers,  sloops,  and  my  flag-ship. 

"  The  intricate  parts  of  the  channel,  delineated  in  Captain 
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Bethtine's  chart,  baviiig  been  previously .  buojed  by  the  survey- 
ing officers,  the  fleet  succeeded  in  reaching  the  extent  of  that 
officer's  valuable  researches  within  two  days  and  a-half ,  and  every 
subsequent  difficulty  has  been  most  commendably  overcome  by 
the  unremitting  exertions  of  Commanders  Kellett  and  Collinson,* 
assisted  by  other  surveying  officers,  and  the  masters  of  the 
squadron  supported  by  the  sloops  which  were  sent  in  advance. 

'*  It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  a  distance  of  170  miles,  in  a 
river  of  which  the  dangers  in  the  greater  portion  were  altogether 
unknown,  and  with  rapid  tides,  would  be  navigated  without 
some  mishaps,  and  I  believe  that  every  ship  of  the  squadron,  as 
well  as  many  of  the  transports,  have  been  on  shore,  but  the 
bottom  was  everywhere  of  soft  mud,  and  fortunately  no  damage 
resulted. 

"We  were  favoured  with  fine  breezes  and  met  with  com- 
paratively few  impediments  from  shoals,  and  none  that  deserve 
the  term  from  any  of  the  Chinese  works  of  defence  in  our  pro- 
gress to  this  anchorage. 

"  At  Fussian  and  Eiang-yin,  on  the  right  bank,  two  batteries 
of  twelve  and  seven  guns  each  were  erected ;  but  the  guns  were 
removed  on  our  approach;  at  Sessan,  however,  about  five  leagues 
below  the  intersection  of  the  Grand  Canal,  and  where  the  river 
narrows  considerably  for  some  distance,  the  surveying  vessels 
were  fired  at  from  three  batteries,  mounting  twenty  guns,  which 
were  also  discharged  ineffectually  at  the  advanced,  squadron  as 
they  arrived  ofE  the  spot  three  days  afterwards,  but  they  were 
abandoned  on  a  few  guns  being  opened  on  them  by  the 
*  Modesto,'  and  the  whole,  together  with  the  barracks  and 
magazines,  were  completely  destroyed  by  a  party  of  seamen  and 
marines,  which  were  landed  for  the  purpose  from  the  '  Com- 
wallis,'  and  advanced  squadron  under  Commander  Charles 
Richards  of  this  ship. 

"  The  fleet  was  detained  some  days  oS.  Sessan  by  scant  winds, 
and  at  this  point  we  lost  the  advantage  of  any  run  of  flood  tide, 
the  stream  constantly  setting  down  at  a  rate  varying  from  two 

*  The  present  Admiral  Sir  R.  Collinson,  K.C.B.,  the  Deputy 
Master  of  the  Trinity  House. 

2  I  2 
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and  a-half  to  three  and  a-half  miles  an  hour,  with  a  rise  and  faU 
of  water  averaging  two  feet. 

'*  On  the  15th,  Commander  Kellett,  in  prosecuting  the  ex- 
amination of  the  river  with  the  *  Phlegethon '  and  '  Medusa,' 
was  opposed  at  the  entrance  of  the  narrow  channel  between  the 
Island  of  Tscaoushan  and  a  commanding  promontory  on  its 
south  side,  by  a  battery  of  twelve  guns,  which  were  soon 
silenced  by  the  steam  vessels,  with  much  credit  to  Lieutenants 
McCleverty  and  Hewitt;  and  the  same  afternoon  Sir  Hugh 
Gough  and  myself  proceeded  with  the  *  Vixen*  and  *  Medusa' 
to  reconnoitre  the  approaches  to  Chin-kiang,  when  we  not  only 
found  the  battery  and  adjoining  village  deserted,  but  passed  on 
without  the  slightest  opposition  close  to  the  suburbs  of  the  city, 
and  above  the  Island  of  Kinshan,  carrying  the  whole  way  an 
ample  depth  of  water. 

*'  On  the  17th,  Captain  Bourchier  was  dispatched  with  the 
*  Blonde,'  *  Modesto,'  *  Queen,'  and  *  Nemesis,'  followed  by  the 
*Dido,'  'CaUiope,'  *  Childers,'  'Plover,'  and  'Starling,'  to 
blockade  the  entrances  of  the  Grand  Canal,  and  with  the  aid  of 
the  steamers  he  gained  an  admirable  position  for  this  object  above 
Kinshan,  by  which  it  is  estimated  that  the  traffic  of  not  lees 
than  700  junks  has  been  intercepted.  A  party  was  also  landed 
from  the  '  Blonde,'  and  destroyed  the  guns  which  had  fired  at 
the  *  Phlegethon '  and  *  Medusa.' 

"  On  the  19th,  the  '  Comwallis,'  towed  by  the  *  Vixen,' 
succeeded  in  reaching  our  present  anchorage,  when  the  Island 
of  Kinshan  was  immediately  taken  possession  of  by  a  small 
party  of  marines,  but  it  is  entirely  covered  with  buildings  of  a 
religiuus  character,  and  altogether  too  insignificant  for  military 
occupation.  The  wind  in  the  course  of  the  day  veered  to  a 
more  favourable  point,  and  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  being  joined 
the  same  evening,  and  on  the  20th,  by  the  remainder  of  the  fleet. 
The  '  Jupiter  '  and  some  of  the  transports,  however,  got  aground 
a  few  miles  below  us,  which  obliged  me  to  detach  the  large 
steamers  to  their  assistance. 

"  The  Grand  Canal,  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  runs 
through  the  suburbs  of  Chin-Kiang,  and  no  time  was  lost  in 
making  the  preparatory  arrangements  for  taking  possession  of 
that  city.      It   was   ascertained   that  a  body  of    about  1,500 
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Chinese  troops  were  posted  in  an  entrenched  camp  about  a  mile 
and  a-half  to  the  south-west  of  the  town  and  on  the  hills 
beyond.  The  General,  therefore,  made  his  arrangements  for 
landing  the  first  and  third  brigades  of  the  army  to  the  westward 
of  the  city  opposite  the  Island  of  Kinshan;  and  the  second 
brigade  at  a  commanding  position  to  the  eastward,  within  700 
yards  of  the  north-east  angle  of  the  walls,  and  so  Httle  was  re- 
sistance expected  against  such  a  combination  of  force,  that  it 
was  not  deemed  necessary  to  add  the  seamen  and  marines  irom 
the  squadron. 

*^  The  disembarkation  which  commenced  on  the  21st  at  break 
of  day,  was  judiciously  conducted  by  Commander  Bichards,  of 
the  *  Comwallifi,*  covered  by  the  *  Auckland,'  the  small  steam 
Tessels,  and  armed  boats  without  opposition. 

''  The  first  brigade,  under  Major-General  Lord  Saltoun,  as 
soon  as  it  was  formed,  moved  forward  to  attack  the  entrenched 
camp,  which  was  gallantly  carried  about  nine  o'clock  after  a 
short  resistance,  the  Chinese  precipitately  retiring  over  the 
hiUs. 

*'  Major-General  Schoedde,  with  the  second  brigade,  about 
the  same  time  ascended  the  heights  assigned  him  on  the  river 
side,  and  after  discharging  some  rockets  into  the  city,  and  sup- 
ported by  a  well-directed  fire  of  shot  and  shells  from  the 
*  Auckland '  steam  vessel,  he  gallantly  pushed  forward  under  a 
smart  fire  of  cannon,  gingalls,  and  musketry  from  the  walls, 
and  entered  that  point  of  the  city  by  escalade  about  ten  o'clock. 

"Captain  Grey,  of  the  *Endymion,'  accompanied  this  brigade. 
Captain  Bourchier  and  other  naval  officers  attached  themselves 
to  the  forces,  which  attacked  on  the  land  side,  and  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  accompanying  my  gallant  friend  Sir  Hugh  Gough 
during  a  great  part  of  the  operations  of  the  day. 

"  The  city  gates  were  all  strongly  barricaded,  and  as  it  was 
Sir  Hugh  Gough's  intention  to  escalade  the  walls  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  south  gate,  some  guns  were  advanced  on  a  height  to 
dislodge  the  troops,  with  which  it  was  now  observed  the  ram- 
parts were  lined,  but  the  canal  was  found  to  run  close  under  its 
walls,  which  rendered  an  assault  at  this  point  impracticable. 
It  was,  therefore,  determined  to  blow  open  the  west  gate  with 
powder-bags,  and  enter  the  city  by  the  bridge  at  that  point,  a^ 
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soon  as  the  third  brigade,  under  Major- General  Bartlej  (which 
was  the  last  landed),  could  assemble. 

"  Daring  these  proceedings,  the  boats  of  the  *  Blonde,'  in  an 
anxious  desire  to  land  the  artillery  gnns  as  near  as  possible  to 
the  west  gate,  nnfortanatel j  advanced  by  the  canal  nnder  the 
city  walls,  which  were  much  obscured  by  buildings,  before  they 
were  aware  of  the  force  to  which  they  became  exposed,  and  thuB 
fell  under  a  very  severe  fire,  by  which  sixteen  men  out  of 
twenty-four,  which  formed  the  crews  of  the  'Blonde's'  barge 
and  flat  boat,  and  two  officers  and  eight  men  of  the  Madras 
Artillery  were  wounded ;  and  it  was  only  by  great  presence  of 
mind  that  Lieutenant  Crouch  of  that  ship,  after  receiving  three 
wounds,  succeeded  in  getting  the  men  from  those  boats  landed 
in  the  suburbs  on  the  opposite  side,  stud  removed  the  other  boats 
from  a  position  in  which  it  was  impossible  to  use  their  guns. 

'*  Not  a  moment  was  lost  in  communicating  this  casualty  to 
the  flag-ship,  when  Captain  Richards,  with  excellent  judgment 
and  promptitude,  immediately  landed  with  200  marines  at  the 
entrance  of  the  canal,  where  he  was  joined  by  a  detachment  of 
300  of  the  6th  Madras  Native  Infantry,  under  Captain  Maclean 
of  that  corps,  and  pushed  through  the  suburbs  to  the  city  walls, 
while  the  whole  of  the  boats  of  the  *  Comwallis,'  with  their 
guns,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Stoddart,  advanced  by 
the  canal  on  his  right  flank.  This  little  flotilla  having  joined 
the  boats  of  the  '  Blonde,'  took  up  an  excellent  position  and 
opened  their  fire  with  good  effect  in  checking  that  of  the  Chinese 
at  the  west  gate. 

'*  Captain  Richards  had  determined,  if  possible,  to  scale  the 
walls,  in  the  hope  of  forming  a  junction  with  Gfeneral  Schoedde's 
brigade  in  the  city ;  and  having  fortunately  discovered  a  heap  of 
rubbish  from  which  his  ladders  could  reach  the  parapet  (about 
thirty  feet  high)  he  was  in  the  act  of  rearing  them  when  Com- 
mander Watson  and  Mr.  Forster,  Master,  with  a  boat's  crew 
and  a  small  escort  of  marines  joined  him  from  the  *  Modesto, ' 
which  was  stationed  some  miles  higher  up  the  river. 

**  Lieutenant  Baker,  of  the  Madras  Artillery,  Commander 
Watson,  Captain  Richards,  and  a  private  marine  of  the 
*  Modeste,'  were  the  first  who  ascended.  The  two  former  were 
wounded  and  the  last  killed  by  the  fire  from  the  west  gate,  in 
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this  intrepid  achieyemeiit.  The  remainder  of  the  gallant  band, 
including  part  of  the  6th  Madras  Native  Infantry,  happily 
followed  without  farther  loss,  thus  efEecting  an  important 
lodgment  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city,  between  the  outer  and  inner 
west  gates,  where  they  shortly  afterwards  communicated  with 
the  advance  of  Major-Q-eneral  Schoedde's  brigade. 

'^  About  noon  the  arrangements  for  forcing  the  west  outer 
gate  being  completed,  it  was  most  effectually  blown  in,  when  the 
third  brigade,  under  Major-General  Bartley,  accompanied  by  the 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  forces,  gallantly  rushed  in,  sweep- 
ing all  before  them.  The  buildings  above  the  gate,  in  which 
the  Tartar  troops  had  been  posted,  were  at  the  same  time  com- 
pletely enveloped  in  flames.  The  Tartars,  however,  within  the 
city  were  still  unsubdued,  and  having  collected  in  a  large  body, 
the  18th  and  49th  Regiments  in  advancing  by  the  ramparts  about 
half-an-hour  after  the  explosion  of  the  gate,  were  suddenly  fired 
upon  and  unfortunately  sustained  a  severe  loss  of  officers  and 
men,  although  their  opponents  suffered  in  a  tenfold  degree. 

*'  The  seamen  and  marines,  under  Captain  Richards,  were  at 
this  time  halting  for  temporary  rest  on  another  part  of  the 
ramparts,  but  immediately  advanced  in  the  direction  of  the  flriag, 
and  in  passing  along  a  narrow  street  in  the  Tartar  city,  received 
a  volley  from  a  considerable  body  of  those  troops  who  had 
posted  themselves  at  a  gateway,  where  they  seemed  inclined  to 
make  a  determined  stand,  but  on  the  advance  of  our  men  and 
the  discharge  of  a  few  rockets  they  retired,  leaving  several  men 
dead ;  and  many  others  who  had  the  temerity  to  fire  from  the 
houses  as  our  men  passed  along  the  streets,  shared  the  same 
fate.  In  this  movement,  I  regret  to  say  that  Lieutenant  Fitz- 
james,  one  seaman,  and  one  marine  of  the  '  Comwallis,'  were 
severely  wounded. 

"  The  operations  of  this  day  were  executed  under  a  burning 
sun  with  the  thermometer  above  90°,  and  the  loss  of  life  in 
consequence  has  been  serious;  in  addition  to  those  killed  and 
wounded  in  action,  I  have  to  lament  the  loss  of  Brevet-Major 
Uniacke,  an  old  and  distinguished  officer  of  the  Royal  Marines, 
and  one  private  of  the  *  Plover,'  who  died  from  the  effect  of 
the  sun,  and  I  fear  the  army  did  not  lose  less  than  sixteen  from 
the  same  cause. 
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'*  Tlie  movementB  were  so  entirely  military,  that  I  can  but 
express  my  admiration  of  the  energy  and  ability  with  which 
they  were  condacted  by  my  gallant  colleague  the  deneral,  and 
it  is  with  renewed  pleasure  that  I  again  report  the  zeal  and 
gallantry  evinced  by  every  officer  and  man  of  the  fioyal  and 
Indian  Navy  and  the  Royal  Marines  under  my  command,  which 
has  been  equally  manifested  in  bringing  the  fleet  up  this  riyer,  as 
in  the  subsequent  operations  on  shore,  in  which  they  have  been 
engaged. 

'*  I  enclose  a  list*  of  the  ships  present  in  the  Yang-tze-kiang, 
ot*  the  killed  and  wounded,  and  also  of  the  names  of  the  officers 
of  the  squadron  who  were  from  circumstances  most  con- 
spicuously  engaged  on  the  21st. 

''It  was  unnecessary  to  speak  further  on  the  share  which 
Captain  Richards  and  his  companions  had  in  the  assault  on  the 
outworks  of  the  city,  they  will  no  doubt  be  properly  appreciated 
by  their  lordships. 

'*  Lieutenant  Tennant,  my  Flag  Lieutenant,  took  a  prominent 
part  in  the  atta*ck  of  the  Tartar  troops  in  the  city. 

'^  Lieutenant  Fitzjames  (severely  wounded)  and  a  highly 
deserving  officer,  has  already  distinguished  himself  on  different 


occasions. 


Lieutenant  Stoddart  showed  excellent  judgment  and  good 
conduct  in  command  of  the  flotilla  of  armed  boats. 

''  Lieutenant  Crouch,  of  the  '  Blonde,'  I  have  already 
noticed ;  and  the  steadiness  of  Messrs.  Jenkins  and  Lyon,  Mid- 
shipmen of  that  ship,  who  were  in  the  advanced  boats,  is  spoken 
of  as  highly  creditable  to  them. 

''  Captains  Loch  and  Napier,  R.N.,  who  accompanied  the 
expedition  as  volunteers,  also  participated  in  the  active  opera* 
tions  of  the  day. 

''  The  loss  of  the  land  forces,  I  fear,  is  not  less  than  19  killed 
and  107  wounded  in  action,  3  missing,  and  16  who  died  from 
the  effects  of  the  sun ;  that  of  the  Chinese  must  be  immense, 
as,  independently  of  those  who  fell  in  action,  incredible  num- 
bers of  the  Tartars  (in  some  cases  including  whole  families) 


*  See ''London  Gazette." 
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have  unhappily  died  by  their  own  hands ;  their  force  within  the 
city  is  supposed  to  have  amounted  to  three  or  four  thousand. 

"Twenty  guns  were  mounted  on  the  walls,  which,  with 
numerous  gingaUs,  matchlocks,  and  other  arms,  and  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  powder  have  all  been  destroyed,  about  50,000 
dollars'  worth  of  Sycee  silver  was  also  found  in  the  Treasury, 
which  has  been  embarked. 

"  The  troops  intended  for  the  operations  higher  up  the  river, 
will  be  re-embarked  as  soon  as  possible,  and  as  the  report  of  the 
navigation  upwai*ds  is  favourable,  I  trust  the  expeditionary 
forces  will  soon  renew  operations  at  Nanking,  if  not  arrested  by 
overtxires  for  peace  from  the  Chinese  Govemm^t,  which  may 
be  consistent  with  the  terms  intimated  by  Her  Majesty's  Q-ovem- 
ment." 


From  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Hugh  Qough, 

"  '  Marion,'  off  Woosung,  June  28th,  1842. 

**  1.  Most  anxious  as  I  am  to  meet  in  all  things  the  views  of 
Her  Majesty's  Plenipotentiary  and  yourself,  I  feel  it  a  duty  to 
state  that  after  much  reflection  upon  the  subject  of  our  con- 
versation yesterday,  and  further  reference  to  the  letters  on 
which  that  conversation  was  founded,  the  opinions  which  I  have 
all  along  entertained  remain  unchanged. 

*'  2.  As  respects  the  stoppage  of  the  Chinese  trade  on  the 
Imperial  Canal,  and  all  other  branches  of  communication  to  the 
northward,  I  most  cordially  concur  in  the  expediency  of  such  a 
measure,  and  would  extend  it  to  merchandise  of  all  descriptions 
and  to  every  article  of  supply.  I  also  fully  agree  in  the  general 
expediency  of  stopping  the  trade  along  the  coast  of  the  provinces 
to  the  southward.  Her  Majesty's  Plenipotentiary  publishing  the 
reasons  for  our  so  doing ;  but  with  exception  in  regard  to  grain 
and  salt  fish,  and  the  common  articles  of  food  of  the  poorer 
classes.  I  will  freely  admit  that  the  26th  paragraph  of  Lord 
Eilenborough's  letter  of  instructions,  under  date  6th  March, 
1842,  may  be  construed  to  apply  to  the  whole  trade  of  the 
Chinese  Empire ;  but  it  appears  to  me  that  the  32nd  para- 
graph of  the  same  letter  throws  a  doubt  upon  such  construction, 
and  that  the  5th  paragraph,  as  well  as  the  general  tenor  of  his 
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Lordsliip's  letter,  of  the  28th  March,  favour  my  view  of  the 
question,  while  they  certainly  leave  discretionary  power  with 
the  authorities  on  the  spot. 

**  8.  Taking,  therefore,  this  view  of  these  instructions  which 
are  addressed  to  me,  and  having  always  had  a  decided  opinion 
upon  the  subject,  which  my  further  acquaintance  with  China 
and  with  the  character  of  the  people  has  only  tended  to  confirm, 
I  cannot  do  otherwise  than  place  this  opinion  before  Her  Majesty's 
Plenipotentiary  and  your  Excellency,  and  it  is  unnecessary  to 
add  that  I  apprehend  no  interruption  of  cordiality  of  feeling  or 
unity  of  action  if  I  endeavour  to  state  distinctly  and  forcibly 
what  I  feel  strongly. 

"  4.  It  appears  to  me,  as  I  have  repeatedly  observed,  that 
the  idea  of  pressing  the  Government  through  the  people  is 
chimerical  as  far  as  regards  the  people  of  the  south-eastern 
coast  provinces,  who,  if  not  disaffected,  have  certainly  interests 
at  variance  with  the  policy  of  the  Imperial  Court ;  and,  further, 
that  we  have  a  great  prospective  advantage  to  hope  for  in  avoid- 
ing all  exasperation  of  the  middling  and  lower  classes  in  these 
provinces.  On  the  Imperial  Canal  and  all  other  lines  of  com- 
munication to  the  northward  within  our  reach,  I  concur  in  the 
absolute  stoppage  of  trade  including  all  supplies,  because  such 
stoppage,  although  unavoidably  carrying  with  it  the  infliction  of 
much  evil  upon  the  inofEensive  population,  will  press  upon  the 
Court,  upon  the  great  mass  of  Government  functionaries,  and 
probably  upon  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  army;  but  I 
should  say  that  the  stoppage  of  supplies,  which  are  common 
and  necessary  articles  of  food  to  the  lower  classes  in  the  coast 
provinces,  will  inflict  a  great  amount  of  suffering  without  any 
adequate  advantage  to  be  obtained.  On  the  contrary,  I  conceive 
that  the  pressure  occasioned  by  such  a  stoppage  might  not 
improbably  drive  the  people  into  insurrection  against  the  exist- 
ing Government,  which  is  precisely  what  we  are  told  not  to 
encourage.  At  the  same  time  that  it  undoubtedly  would  create 
a  lasting  impression  of  ill  will  towards  our  nation,  and  that 
repugnance  to  future  commercial  intercourse  which  the  Chinese 
Government  so  industriously  labours  to  propagate,  and  which  it 
is  on  our  part  so  essential  to  counteract. 

*'  5.  I. may  be  mistaken  in  this  view  of  the  question,  but  as 
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after  mach  reflection  mj  conviction  remains  the  same.     I  faave 
wished  to  lose  no  time  in  expressing  it." 


"  To  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

"  *  Comwallis/  off  the  City  of  Nanking,  29th  August,  1842. 

'^  It  is  with  feelings  of  extreme  gratification  that  I  have  the 
honour  of  announcing  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty  that  a  Treaty  of  Peace  was  this  day  signed  by  Her 
Majesty's  Plenipotentiary  and  the  Chinese  High  Commissioners 
on  board  Her  Majesty's  ship  *  Cornwallis,'  bearing  my  flag,  off 
the  city  of  Nanking  on  the  terms  specified  in  the  enclosed  copy 
of  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Pottinger's  Proclamation  to  the 
British  subjects  in  China ;  and  I  trust  I  may  be  allowed  to  offer 
my  hearty  congratulations  on  this  result  of  Her  Majesty's  arms, 
which  1  humbly  hope  will  realise  the  expectations  and  wishes  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  and  the  country. 

'^The  assent  of  the  Emperor  of  China  to  the  provisions  of 
the  treaty,  included  in  the  original  demands  of  Her  Majesty's 
Plenipotentiary,  was  received  on  the  27th  instant  in  an  Imperial 
Edict  to  the  Chinese  High  Commissioners  and  Governor- General 
of  the  province,  of  which  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Pottinger 
has  favoured  me  with  a  translated  copy  herewith  enclosed ;  and 
as  no  apprehension  of  disappointment  can  now  be  entertained, 
I  am  unwilling  to  delay  for  a  moment  the  communication  of 
this  important  event,  and  therefore  despatch  forthwith  the 
*  Sesostris '  steam  vessel  to  Bombay,  and  the  '  Tenasserim '  to 
Calcutta  to  convey  the  earliest  intelligence  of  it  to  Her  Majesty's 
Gt)vernment  and  to  the  Governor- General  of  India. 

"  I  have  charged  Commander  Charles  Richards  of  the  *  Corn- 
wallis '  with  the  conveyance  of  my  despatches  to  their  Lordships. 
He  is  an  old  and  highly  meritorious  officer,  and  having  been 
present  at  every  operation  since  the  expedition  embarked  from 
Ningpo  in  June,  he  is  fully  competent  to  give  them  every  infor- 
mation on  the  movements  of  the  combined  forces;  and  I  beg 
to  recommend  him  to  their  Lordships'  favourable  consideration 
and  patronage. 

"  The  ratification  of  the  Treaty  is  expected  from  Pekin  in 
ten  or  twelve  days,  when  not  a  moment  will  be  lost  in  forward- 
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ing  it  by  the  *  Auckland,'  in  charge,  I  believe,  of  the  Secretary 
of  Legation,  via  Bombay  and  Alexandria. 

'*  The  Chinese  have  already  delivered  about  half  a  million  of 
dollars  towards  the  first  instalment;  arrangements  are  in  pro- 
gress for  immediately  paying  the  remainder ;  and  whenever  the 
stipulated  amoant  for  this  year  is  received  I  propose  (in  con- 
formity with  the  desire  of  Sir  Henry  Pottinger)  to  forward  it 
direct  to  England,  selecting  for  this  service  the  *  Blonde,' 
'  Herald,'  ^  Modeste,'  and  *  Columbine ;'  and  their  Lordships 
may  rely  that  as  soon  as  our  departure  is  justifiable,  with  due 
consideration  to  the  execution  of  the  Treaty,  not  a  moment  will 
be  lost  in  withdrawing  the  combined  forces  from  the  Yang-tze- 
kiang,  and  forwarding  them  to  their  destinations,  and  every 
prudent  reduction  of  expense,  compatible  with  security,  shall  be 
made  in  the  department  entrusted  to  my  direction. 

"  As  I  flatter  myself  our  hostile  operations  in  this  quarter  are 
now  brought  to  a  close,  I  trust  their  Lordships  will  not  consider 
the  present  an  unfitting  occasion  for  my  adverting  with  heartfelt 
satisfaction  to  the  cordial  and  friendly  understanding  and  inter- 
course which  has  invariably  subsisted  between  Her  Majesty's 
Plenipotentiary  Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  Lieut. 'General  Sir  Hugh 
Gough,  and  myself,  throughout  the  operations  in  which  we  have 
been  engaged ;  and  I  shall  ever  consider  myself  most  fortunate 
to  have  been  associated  with  such  colleagues.  The  judicious, 
firm,  and  courteous  bearing  of  the  Plenipotentiary,  and  the 
energetic,  chivalrous  spirit  of  the  intrepid  General  and  his 
gallant  army,  have  enabled  us  to  overcome  every  obstacle  with- 
out difficulty ;  and  it  is  a  subject  of  proud  gratification  to  me, 
that  up  to  this  period  I  have  not  been  aware  of  any  instance  of 
disagreement  between  the  sister  professions ;  I  may,  therefore, 
assert,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  the  progress  of  the 
expedition  has  been  marked  by  a  degree  of  harmony  and  kindly 
feeling  pervading  all  classes  which  has  never  been  surpassed. 

"With  no  less  pride  do  I  express  to  their  Lordships  my 
unbounded  and  unqualified  praise  and  admiration  of  the  zealous, 
enterprising,  and  steady  conduct  of  the  Captains,  officers,  and 
men  of  every  rank  and  description,  and  on  every  part  of  the 
China  coast,  who  have  been  placed  under  my  command.  Their 
duties  have  involved  a  fair  share  of  hard  work,  which  has  been 
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overcome  with  an  nnceasmg  display  of  dieerfnlness  and  good 
discipline  that  mnst  ever  entitle  them  to  mj  warmest  acknow- 
ledgments ;  and  I  beg  to  disclaim  any  distinction  between  the 
Bioyal  and  Indian  navies  in  this  tribute  of  praise  for  the  service 
in  which  we  have  been  engaged  has  been  shared  alike. 

"  All  have  evinced  the  same  spirit  of  emulous  exertion,  and 
all  have  therefore  equal  claims  to  my  lasting  thanks." 


Peoclamation. 

"  To  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Subjects  in  China. 

"  Heb  Britannic  Majesty's  Plenipotentiary  in  China  has 
extreme  gratification  in  announcing  to  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in 
China  that  he  has  this  day  concluded  and  signed  with  the 
Chinese  High  Commissioners,  deputed  to  negotiate  with  him,  a 
Treaty,  of  which  the  following  are  the  most  important  pro- 
visions : — 

^^  1st.  Lasting  peace  and  friendship  between  the  two  Empires. 

"  2nd.  China  to  pay  twenty-one  millions  of  dollars  in  the 
course  of  the  present  and  the  three  succeeding  years. 

**  3rd.  The , ports  of  Canton,  Amoy,  Foo-chow-foo,  Ningpo, 
and  Shanghai,  to  be  thrown  open  to  British  merchants ;  Consular 
Officers  to  be  appointed  to  reside  at  them ;  and  regular  and  just 
tarifEs  of  import  and  export  (as  well  as  inland  transit)  duties  to 
be  established  and  published. 

"  4th.  The  Island  of  Hong  Kong  to  be  ceded  in  perpetuity  to 
Her  Britannic  Majesty,  her  heirs,  and  successors. 

"  6th.  All  subjects  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  (whether 
natives  of  Europe  or  India)  who  may  be  in  confinement  in  any 
part  of  the  Chinese  Empire  to  be  unconditionally  released. 

"  6th.  An  Act  of  full  and  entire  Amnesty,  to  be  published 
by  the  Emperor  under  His  Imperial  sign  manual  and  seal,  to  all 
Chinese  subjects  on  account  of  their  having  held  service,  or 
intercourse  with,  or  resided  under,  the  British  Government  or 
its  officers. 

"  7th.  Correspondence  to  be  conducted  on  terms  of  perfect 
equality  amongst  the  Officers  of  both  Governments. 

"  8th.  On  the  Emperor's  assent  being  received  to  this 
Treaty,  and  the  payment  of  the  first  six  millions.  Her  Britannic 
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Majesty^s  forces  to  retire  from  Nanking  and  the  Gh*and  Canal, 
and  the  military  post  at  Chinhae  to  be  also  withdrawn ;  bnt 
the  Islands  of  Ghusan  and  Koolongsoo  are  to  be  held  until  the 
money  payments,  and  the  arrangement  for  opening  the  ports,  are 
completed. 

'*  In  promulgating  this  highly  satisfactory  intelligence,  Her 
Majesty's  Plenipotentiaiy  purposely  refrains  from  any  detailed 
expression  of  his  own  sentiments  as  to  the  surpassing  skill, 
energy,  devotion,  and  yalour  that  distinguished  the  various 
grades,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  of  all  arms  of  Her 
Majesty's  combined  forces  during  the  contest  that  has  led  to 
these  momentous  results. 

"  The  claims  which  have  been  thus  established  will  be  doubt- 
less acknowledged  by  the  highest  authorities ;  in  the  meantime 
Her  Majesty's  Plenipotentiary  congratulates  Her  Majesty's  sub- 
jects in  China  on  this  occasion  of  a  peace,  which  he  trusts  and 
believes  will,  in  due  time,  be  equally  beneficial  to  the  subjects 
and  interests  of  both  England  and  China. 

*'  Cod  save  the  Queen. 

'*  Dated  on  board  the  steam-frigate  '  Queen,*  in  the  Tan^- 
tse-kiang  River,  off  Nanking,  this  29th  day  of  August,  1842. 

**  HENRY  POTTINCER, 

"  Her  Majesty's  Plenipotentiaiy." 


Note  from  the  Oreat  Council  of  State  to  Keying ,  High  Commissioner^ 
ElepoOj  Acting  Lieutena/rU-Oenercil  of  Chapoo  a/nd  Newldnj 
Oovemor-Oeneral  of  the  two  Reang  Provinces. 

**  On  the  22nd  of  August,  1842,  the  Great  Council  received 
the  subjoined  Imperial  orders. 

'*  Keying  and  his  colleagues  have  reported  their  having, 
during  several  days,  conferred  and  deliberated  with  the  English 
foreigners,  and  settled  roughly  the  particulars  of  a  Treaty.  Their 
report  we  have  perused  and  have  fully  xmderstood. 

"  We  have  felt  that,  as  the  lives  of  many  millions  of  soxds 
are  concerned,  that  as  the  great  interests  of  the  entire  Empire 
are  in  question,  we  could  not  but  constrain  ourself  to  grant 
the  request,  viewing  it  in  the  light  of  a  plan  which,  by  one 
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laboriotLS  effort,  shall  afford  rest  for  ever,  and  not  merely  for 
the  pnrpose  of  preserving  in  their  entirety  the  two  provinces  of 
Riangsoo  and  Chekiang. 

"  Among  the  varions  particulars  that  have  been  deliberated 
on,  some  points  there  are  that  yet  need  to  receive  thorough 
consideration  and  arrangement. 

"  Thus  since  the  said  foreigners  are  willing  to  withdraw  their 
ships  from  the  Great  Rivers,  and  also  from  the  Champaw  Hill 
(of  Chinhae)  the  request  before  preferred,  to  have  commercial 
intercourse  and  to  trade  at  five  places,  may  be  granted,  with  this 
exception,  that  access  to  the  territory  of  Fuchow  may  on  no 
account  be  given,  but  yet  that  may  be  changed  for  some  other 
place.  At  the  four  places,  Canton,  Amoy,  Ningpo,  and  Shang- 
hai, they  may  be  permitted  to  have  communication  to  and  firo, 
and  to  trade. 

*'  With  regard  to  the  point  of  requiring  payment  of  debts, 
the  High  Coomiissioner  and  his  colleagues  should  take  all  suit- 
able occasion  clearly  to  proclaim,  that  during  a  period  of  two 
centuries  in  which  the  said  nation  has  had  commercial  inter- 
course with  this  country,  peace  has  hitherto  existed,  that  even 
before  this  time  the  exchanges  to  and  fro  of  goods  and  moneys 
have  been  under  the  personal  management  of  the  Chinese,  in 
concert  with  the  foreign  merchants,  and  the  ofi5.cers  of  this 
country  have  not  hitherto  closely  inquired  into  these  things, 
that  moreover,  the  bends  and  turnings  of  commerce,  the  rise 
and  fall  of  prices,  involve  such  a  multitude  and  complexity  of 
details — and  besides  the  languages  of  all  the  nations,  all  so  far 
from  being  understood — ^that  these  are  nowise  matters  which 
the  local  officers  can  by  any  means  take  under  their  manage- 
ment, that  hereafter,  when  trading  at  the  various  places,  if  the 
Chinese  merchants  make  oppressive  demands  altogether  beyond 
measure,  or  go  to  any  excess  of  grinding  avarice,  there  shall  be 
no  hindrance  to  the  superintending  officer  plainly  stating  the 
matter,  and  the  merchants  so  acting  shall  be  duly  directed,  and 
shall  surely  meet  with  no  indulgent  forbearance. 

'*  Regarding  the  six  millions  of  dollars  which  are  now  to  be. 
delivered,  this  payment  should  most  assuredly  be  made  in  order 
to  manifest  sincerity  and  good  faith ;  and  permission  is  hereby 
given  that  the  sum  be  made  up  generally  from  the  several  trea- 
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Buries  of  the  Territorial  and  Ghtbelle  departments  in  tlie  provinces 
of  Reangskaa,  Chekiang,  and  Akwuj. 

"  With,  respect  to  equal  official  intercourse,  and  the  liberation 
both  of  the  captive  foreigners  and  the  beguiled  Chinese,  towards 
whom  our  gracious  favour  is  solicited,  it  is  desired  that  their 
requests  be  herein  all  assented  to. 

"  It  is  farther  requested  in  this  Memorial  that  to  the  Paper 
of  Particulars  agreed  upon  our  Imperial  seal  may  be  attached, 
the  foreigners  not  putting  entire  confidence  in  the  Commis- 
sioners' seals,  but  placing  such  confidence  in  our  Imperial  signet, 
nowise  fall  short  of  the  right  sense  of  honour  and  respect ;  and 
hitherto  in  our  Imperial  receipts  to  various  countries,  our  Impe- 
rial signet  has  ever  been  used.  It  is  then  assented  to,  that  it 
be  now  attached.  Bat  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  document 
shall  be  presented  to  receive  oar  seal,  let  a  full  report  be  made 
for  our  thorough  consideration  and  management.  After  that, 
these  Particulars  shall  be  completely  settled,  the  High  Com- 
missioner and  his  colleagues  must  daly  declare  that  as  the  great 
Emperor  has  dealt  towards  them  with  sincerity,  not  failing  to 
assent  to  any  of  their  requests,  and  as  there  is  henceforward  to 
be  commercial  intercourse  with  an  eternal  peace  and  goodwill 
between  the  nations ;  their  country  too  should  deal  with 
sincerity  in  return,  and  on  no  account  allow  that  hostilities  be 
again  given  rise  to  in  contravention  and  defiance  of  celestial 
principles — that  not  only  to  those  provinces  which  they  have 
before  troubled  and  affiicted  they  should  not  again  come  seek- 
ing quarrels  and  bloodshed,  but  also  they  should  not  permit 
their  vessels  to  sail  into  the  waters  of  any  of  the  coast-board 
provinces  of  Canton,  Fukien,  Formosa,  Chekiang,  Beaugnem, 
Shantung,  Chili,  and  Seavutung.  Further,  that  after  peace  shall 
at  this  time  have  been  settled,  the  withdrawal  from,  or  reten- 
tion in,  any  of  the  provinces  of  our  troops  shall  be  subject  only 
to  our  own  arrangements,  that  the  old  city  walls,  towers,  and 
defences  of  all  kinds,  including  batteries,  <fec.,  must  also  be  in 
due  saocession  repaired  and  restored  to  their  former  state,  for  it 
is  not  to-day  that  they  have  been  erected,  that  the  object  of, 
these  measures  will  be  the  defence  against,  and  seizure  of 
pirates ;  and  in  no  wise  any  guard  against  the  foreigners ;  and 
they  must  not  idly  beget  any  suspicious  doubts  in  consequence. 


1842J  THE   LIFE  OF   SIR  W.    PARKER.  497 

Also  that  if  in  any  other  provinces  where  the  news  of  peace 
may  yet  be  unknown  there  should  be  any  hasty  act  of  firing 
upon  a  foreign  vessel  there  entering^  this  must  not  be  made  a 
plea  for  farther  discussion. 

''AH  the  foregoing  details  are  committed  to  the  profound 
consideration  and  anxious  regard  to  the  future  of  the  High 
Commissioner  and  his  colleagues,  that  they  may  so  effectually 
settle  matters  as  to  do  away  with  every  incipient  cause  of  war. 
They  must  not  allow  themselves  to  turn  into  any  path  of  vague- 
ness and  obscurity,  proposing  things  up  for  the  present  only, 
and  so  still  leaving  a  field  of  interminable  discussion.  Be  they 
careful,  most  attentively  careful.  Let  these  orders  be  conveyed 
with  extra  speed  by  a  six  hundred  le  a- day  express. 

"  Respect  this ! 

"  The  Qrand  Coancil,  in  obedience  hereto,  forward  this  note 
to  the  High  Commissioner,  &;c." 


"  To  the  Earl  of  Haddington. 

"  *  Comwallis,'  off  Nanking,  30th  August,  1842. 
**  Mt  Lobd, 

"  I  have  so  fully  detailed  the  proceedings  of  the  combined 
forces  in  this  river  in  my  official  communications,  that  it  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  trouble  your  Lordship  with  a  separate 
letter,  but  I  cannot  deny  myself  the  gratification  of  offering  my 
congratulations  on  the  termination  of  hostilities  with  the 
Chinese  in  a  manner  that  I  flatter  myself  will  be  satisfactory  to 
your  Lordship  and  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

"  As  Commander  Charles  Richards,  of  my  flag-ship,  proceeds 
to  England  with  my  despatches,  I  have  availed  myself  of  this 
occasion  to  appoint  Mr.  Wellesley,  of  the  'Thalia,*  to  the  tem- 
porary vacancy  in  the  '  Comwallis,'  which  may,  I  hope,  afford 
you  the  opportunity  of  confirming  him  in  the  rank  of  Com- 
mander ;  and  if  this  arrangement  meets  your  Lordship's  views, 
it  will  be  a  great  additional  satls&ction  to  me  to  have  in  any 
degree  accelerated  the  wishes  of  the  Dnke  of  Wellington  re- 
specting his  nephew.     Thus  I  shall  at  the  same  time  be  excused 
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for  obBerving  that  shonld  the  Board  of  Admiralty  deem  the 
services  of  the  officers  of  the  squadron  on  this  coast  worthy  of  a 
promotion,  which  may  inclnde  Commander  Richards  and  Laen- 
tenant  Wise  of  this  ship,  I  wonld  request  that  the  latter  may  he 
appointed  as  the  Commander  here.  He  is  an  officer  of  great 
merit  and  so  well  calculated  for  the  situation,  that  it  would  be 
a  desirable  arrangement  for  maintaining  the  good  state  of  dis- 
cipline  which  she  has  now  attained ;  and  I  venture  to  propose  it 
on  the  assumption  that  one  of  the  sloops  on  this  station  may 
become  vacant,  to  which  Mr.  Wellesley*  would  probably  prefer 
to  be  removed.  It  is,  however,  far  from  my  intention  to 
iuferthat  he  is  not  in  all  respect  equally  well  adapted  and 
desirable  for  the  situation  which  I  propose  to  place  him  in  tem- 
porarily." 


''  lieutenant-General  Lord  Fitzroy  Somerset^f  Horse  Ghiards. 

"  *  Comwallis,'  off  Nanking,  30th  August,  1842. 
"  Mt  Lord, 

'*  By  the  June  mail,  which  we  have  just  received,  I  have  had 
the  satisfaction  of  learning  from  Lady  Parker  the  flattering 
kindness  of  the  General  Commanding-in-Chief  in  appointing 
my  son,  Mr.  William  Parker,  to  a  Second  Lieutenancy,  without 
purchase,  in  the  60th  Foot< 

"I  cannot  adequately  express  the  gratification  which  this 
intelligence  has  imparted  to  me,  but  beg  to  assure  your  Lordship 
that  the  compliment  is  fully  and  deeply  appreciated,  and  I 
request  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  present  my  gpmteful 
acknowledgment  to  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

'^  It  will  be  my  constant  hope  that  my  boy  may  emulate  his 
Lordship's  bright  example. 

*'  Allow  me  also  to  add  that  the  kind  share  which  your  Lord- 
ship has  taken  in  this  transaction  will  ever  be  held  in  thankful 
recollection  by  your  obedient  and  faithful  servant." 

•  Admiral  George  Qreville  Wellesley,  C.B.,  Senior  Naval 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (1878). 

t  The  late  Field-Marshal  Lord  Baglan. 
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**  To  Lord  EDenborottgh,  Governor-General  of  India. 

"  *  Cbmwallifl,'  off  Nanking,  31st  Augnst,  1842. 
"  My  Lord, 

**  Althongb  I  have  scarcely  a  communication  to  make  which 
is  not  stated  in  my  official  letters,  I  cannot  deny  myself  the 
gratification  of  offering  my  cordial  congratulations  to  yonr 
Lordship  on  the  happy  termination  of  hostilities  in  this  quarter, 
flattering  myself  that  the  terms  will  be  found  alike  honourable 
to  Her  Majesty's  arms  and  the  best  interests  of  onr  country, 
and  it  will  be  no  small  satisfaction  to  your  Lordship  to  know 
that  this  result  has  been  produced  by  following  out  the  plan  of 
operations  so  strongly  enjoined  by  your  Lordship. 

**  The  interruptions  to  the  Ghusan  trade  by  the  blockade  of 
the  Ghrand  GanaJ,  and  indeed  at  all  other  points  of  their  water 
communications,  have  doubtless  had  the  best  effects;  and  the 
devastations  committed  by  the  native  Ladrones  on  every  city 
and  place  from  which  the  inhabitants  retired  for  safety  on  the 
approach  of  the  combined  forces,  has  materially  accelerated  the 
peace,  which  I  trust  will  be  secure,  for  it  seems  to  have  been 
most  devoutly  wished  for  by  their  populations  generally,  and 
quite  requisite  for  the  restoration  of  order  and  legitimate  autho- 
rity. 

"  We  have  been  wonderfully  favoured  in  our  operations,  and 
in  reaching  this  locality,  for  the  winds  have  been  very  frequently 
adverse,  and  the  stream  so  much  increased  in  strength  against 
the  advance  of  the  shipping  since  our  arrival,  that  the  delay  of  a 
few  days  would  have  exceedingly  augmented  our  difficulty  in 
getting  here.  We  have,  moreover,  felt  the  baneful  effects  of  the 
season  throughout  the  Army  and  Navy;  the  sickness  is  con- 
siderable, and  the  whole  appear  to  suffer  from  a  degree  of  lassi- 
tude that  can  scarcely  be  described.  I  trust,  however,  that  we 
may  safely  withdraw  a  portion  of  the  force  very  soon,  and  the 
whole  will  move  out  of  the  river  as  soon  as  the  first  instalment 
of  dollars  is  paid. 

"  My  greatest  anxiety  will  soon  be  in  getting  down  the  large 
ships  safely.  I  cannot  but  calculate  on  some  loss  among  the 
shipping,  but  everything  shall  be  done  that  I  can  devise  to  guard 
against  such  disaster ;  and  the  surveying  officers  of  the  squadron 
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are  now  perseveringlj  occupied  in  snrvejing  the  channels,  and 
adopting  every  practicable  measnre  for  retracing  onr  moyements. 

'*  The  cordial  co-operation  which  has  invariably  subsisted 
between  the  Army  and  Navy  throughout  the  expedition  is  a 
delightful  source  of  reflection,  and  the  friendly  feeling  and  good 
understanding  that  has  been  maintained  on  all  occasions  between 
Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  Sir  H.  Gk>ugh,  and  myself  has,  I  trust, 
established  a  bond  of  union  that  can  never  be  disturbed. 

'*  It  is  my  intention  to  send  the  *  Endymion '  immediately  to 
India  to  relieve  the  '  Druid/  which  returns  to  England ;  and  I 
shall  also  strengthen  the  Bay  of  Bengal  and  the  north-west  part 
of  India  by  some  sloops  of  war. 

"  The  *  Blonde,'  *  CaUiope,'  *  Modeste,'  *  Herald,'  and  *  Colum- 
bine/  which  are  all  in  course  of  relief,  will  be  dispatched  imme- 
diately to  England. 

"  Sincerely  hoping  that  every  wish  of  your  Lordship,  with 
regard  to  our  late  operations,  has  been  realized, 
"  I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

"  Your  faithful  and  obedient  servant,  &c." 


"  To  Sir  James  Graham. 

"  *  Comwallis,'  at  Ghusan,  18th  December,  1842. 

"Finding  your  nephew,  young  Waddilove,*  amongst  the 
numerous  volunteer  first  class  who  have  been  sent  to  this  station 
for  disposal,  I  gladly  avail  myself  of  a  vacancy  in  the  '  Com- 
wallis' to  place  him  under  the  care  of  Captain  Richards,  in 
whom  he  will  have  an  excellent  example,  as  well  as  a  very 
respectable  naval  instructor  in  our  chaplain. 

**  Waddilove  conducts  himself  very  satisfactorily,  and  I  trust 
this  arrangement  will  indent  with  your  wishes. 

"  Be  assured,  my  dear  Sir  James,  that  I  shall  never  forget 
the  kind  attention  which  I  experienced  at  your  hands  during  my 
last  tour  of  service  afloat ;  and  though  no  longer  under  your 
immediate   auspices,  I  shall  feel  additional  gratification  if  the 

•  The  present  Rear- Admiral  Waddilove,  R.N. 
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operations  of  the  combiBed  forces  in  this  quarter  have  equalled 
the  expectations  of  yourself  and  the  Government  generally, 
being  with  grateful  recollections  your  sincerely  obliged." 


(( 


To  Sir  Henry  Pottinger. 

" '  Comwallis,'  off  Woosung,  11th  October,  1842. 
"  I  do  myself  the  honour  of  acquainting  your  Excellency,  in 
reply  to  your  letters  of  the  15th  September  and  14>th  inst.,  that, 
after  conferring  with  Sir  Hugh  Gk>ugh,  I  consider  it  will  be 
necessaiy  to  appropriate  the  following  naval  forces  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  garrisons  which  occupy  the  positions  to  be  retained 
by  Her  Majesty's  forces  until  the  stipulations  of  the  Treaty  with 
the  Chinese  Government  are  fulfilled. 


"  For  Chusan  : —      1  frigate  of  the  fifth  rate. 

1  sloop  of  16  or  18  guns. 
1  steam  vessel. 

1  or  2  troop  ships  of  the  smaller  class,  as 
circumstances  may  render  expedient. 

*'  For  Koolongsoo : — 1  frigate  of  the  fifth  rate. 

1  sloop  of  16  or  18  guns. 
1  troop  ship  of  the  smaller  class. 

''For Hong-Kong: — 1   of   the  line-of-battle  ships,  during  the 

winter,  but  not  permanently. 
1  small  frigate. 

1  sloop,  or  corvette,  of  16  guns. 
1  steam  vessel. 

"  A  ship  to  be  also  employed  to  keep  up  the  commxmication 
between  Hong-Kong,  Koolongsoo,  and  Chusan. 

"  I  do  not  think,  for  many  reasons,  that  a  smaller  force 
would  be  desirable ;  but  that  which  I  have  named  may  of 
course  fluctuate  occasionally,  according  to  circumstances  and  the 
means  at  my  disposal." 
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From  the  Earl  of  Minto. 

Extract. 

"  London,  Ist  December,  1842. 

"  I  have  to  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  the  30th  July,  and 
to  congratulate  you  very  heartily  upon  the  glorious  termination 
of  your  labours,  which  we  learned  by  the  same  opportunity.  I 
hardly  know  whether  I  most  rejoice  in  the  great  national  advan- 
tages secured  to  us  by  the  Treaty,  or  that  these  are  the  fruits  of 
your  able,  active,  and  energetic  seal,  and  have  reflected  so  much 
honour  upon  your  name — ^neither,  as  you  may  well  believe,  have 
I  seen  without  lively  satisfaction  the  continued  proofs  that  no 
obstacles,  no  difficulties,  are  insurmountable  to  onr  Navy ;  and 
that  on  abnost  every  occasion  Jack  has  contrived  to  be  foremost, 
or  has  been  able  to  do  the  whole  work.  You  know  how  much 
my  heart  is  with  the  Navy,  and  will  not  therefore  wonder  that 
I  toss  up  my  cap  for  you  and  your  followers. 

"  The  General  and  the  other  branch  of  the  service  appear  to 
have  done  themselves  great  credit,  and  only  to  have  required 
more  freqaent  opportunities  and  more  formidable  resistance  to 
prove  how  much  they  are  capable  of.  My  brother  George  and  I 
have  been  talking  you  over,  and  rejoicing  together  in  your  suc- 
cess and  its  results.  The  Grand  Gross  gone  out  to  you,  with 
orders  for  a  public  investiture  on  your  quarter-deck,  as  I  am  told. 

"  What  the  promotions  are  I  know  not,  but  if  they  are  to 
express  anything  like  the  feelings  of  the  country  on  this  occa- 
sion, they  must  be  on  a  very  liberal  scale.  I  conclude  also  that 
there  must  be  a  handsome  grant  of  money  to  the  forces 
employed  on  this  arduous  service,  in  which  the  usual  advan- 
tages of  their  booty  have  not  accrued  to  them,  whilst  the  public 
objects  secured  are  of  sach  incalculable  value.  There  cannot 
now  of  course  exist  the  shghtest  intention  of  bringing  you  home 
sooner  than  you  may  desire  on  the  reduction  of  your  squadron  ; 
and  Sir  Thomas  Cochrane*  must  doubtless  wait  your  time." 

*  Sir  Thomas  Cochrane  had  not  been  employed  afloat  since 
ho  had  paid  ofE  the  "  Surprise,"  as  Captain  in  1824.  He  was 
made  a  Rear- Admiral  in  1841.     He  was  returned  for  Ipswich  in 
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From  the  Earl  ofAucklaticL 

'*  Kensington  Gore,  2nd  December,  1842. 
"  1  must  write  three  lines  to  yon  for  joy,  though.  I  am 
neither  in  the  Admiralty  nor  Gt)vemor- Generalship  of  India,  but 
I  have  joy  myself  in  all  your  successes,  and  in  the  successes  of 
the  Navy,  and  would  have  you  know  that  I  fully  share  in  the 
happiness  which  you  and  all  your  friends  must  feel  in  the  happy 
termination  of  your  labours.  You  have  indeed  done  well,  and  I 
may  say  that  you  have  been  ably  seconded ;  and  the  harmony 
which  has  subsisted  between  you  and  Sir  Hugh  Gough,  and  with 
Sir  Henry  Fottinger  is  to  the  credit  of  all.  I  hope  the  time  is 
not  very  distant  when  I  may  personally  congratulate  you  on  the 
new  honours  which  this  mail  wiU  bring  out  to  you ;  and  on 
your  return  to  England,  you  will  have  no  warmer  welcome  than 
that  which  I  will  offer  you." 


From  the  Ea/rl  of  Haddington. 

Extract. 

"  Admiralty,  4th  December,  1842. 
<'  Feeling  that  on  occasions  like  this  it  is  due  to  an  officer  in 
your  situation  that  nothing  should  be  neglected  that  can  give 
ecldt  to  any  honour  awarded  to  him  for  distinguished  service, 
I  have  requested  that  an  authority  should  be  sent  out  to  your 
colleague,  Sir  Hugh  Gough,  to  invest  you  with  the  G.C.  of  the 
Order  of  the  Bath  immediately,  and  it  is  my  wish  that — ^if  you 
approve  of  it — ^you  should  receive  it  on  the  quarter-deck  of  the 
*  Oornwallis.'  I  understand  that  the  necessary  authority  to 
invest  you  goes  out  by  this  mail,  addressed  to  Sir  Hugh,  or  in 
his  absence  to  Her  Majesty's  Plenipotentiary.*' 


1839,  but  unseated  on  petition.  He  was  subsequently  Com- 
mander-in-Chief in  India  and  China,  and  at  Portsmouth;  and 
died  as  Admiral  of  the  Fleet  in  1872. 


504  THE  LIFE   OF  SIR  W.    PABKER.  [1842 

JEVom  Admiral  the  lUght  Honoturahle  Sir  Ghorge  Oockbum» 

"  Admiralty,  December  4th,  1842. 
"  My  dear  Sib  William, 

"  I  cannot  permit  the  returning  mail  to  India  to  be  dis- 
patched without  availing  myself  of  this,  the  earliest  opportunity, 
to  convey  to  you  my  most  sincere  and  hearty  congratulations 
on  the  unvarying  success  which  your  able,  gallant,  and  un- 
remitting exertions  have  commanded,  and  thereby  achieved  an 
honourable  and  gratifying  termination  to  our  difficult  and  em- 
barrassing conflict  with  such  a  distant  and  extraordinary  nation 
as  that  of  China.  The  lesson  you  have  now  taught  to  those  of 
that  populous  empire  who  came  within  your  reach,  as  well  as  to 
the  '  Cousin  of  the  Sun  and  Moon,'  and  those  in  authority  under 
him,  will  I  trust  tend  to  bring  them  into  a  more  rational  com^ 
munion  with  other  nations,  and  particularly  with  ours,  which 
will,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  productive  of  much  improvement  in 
their  own  habits  and  characters,  whilst  it  must  at  the  same  time 
prove  most  beneficial  to  our  commerce,  the  latter  being  an  im- 
portant consideration  at  this  moment. 

'*  I  am  also  delighted  to  have  to  congratulate  you  on  being  a 
brother  Grand  Cross  of  the  Bath,  which  you  have  so  deservedly 
won  for  yourself,  and  which  I  most  sincerely  hope  you  may  long, 
very  long,  live  to  enjoy. 

**  The  Duke  of  Wellington,  as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Army,  and  the  Admiralty  have  decided  on  postponing  any  de- 
cision as  to  the  promotions  to  be  awarded  to  those  who  have  so 
well  and  so  gallantly  served  under  you  and  Sir  Hugh  Gk>ugh 
throughout  your  able  operations,  until  the  arrival  of  the  officers 
you  have  each  of  you  dispatched  to  bring  to  England  the  full 
particulars  relating  thereto,  when  I  trust  all  who  have  dis- 
tinguished themselves  under  you  will  receive  some  favourable 
notice  in  so  far  as  our  regulations  may  reasonably  permit. 

"  I  hope  to  be  able  to  learn  from  Captain  Richards*  your 
impression  as  to  the  amount  of  naval  force  it  will  be  necessary 
to  leave  on  the  coast,  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of  China  until  the 

*  He  received  his  Post  Bank,  and  was  nominated  a  C.B.  on 
his  arrival. 
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last  instalnieiLt  shall  have  been  paid,  also  whether  yon  contem- 
plate remaining  there  yonrself,  or  intend  proceeding  to  India, 
so  soon  as  yonr  arrangements  for  the  China  dnties  have  been 
made,  upon  all  which  points  I  am  of  conrse  anzions  to  be  in- 
formed to  enable  me  to  take  the  necessary  measures  here  with 
reference  thereto ;  I  presume  you  sent  the  *  Vindictive '  on  to 
Valparaiso  according  to  her  orders  from  us,  as  I  do  not  see  her 
mentioned  as  being  with  you,  in  which  case  I  suppose  we  shall 
soon  have  tidings  of  her  arrival  in  South  America,  and  I  take 
for  granted  you  will  have  ordered  most  of  the  ships,  if  not  all 
for  which  we  sent  relief,  to  return  to  England  without  delay, 
we  shall  be  glad  to  get  them  to  pay  them  ofE,  as  some  of  them 
have  been  very  long  in  commission,  I  hope,  however,  this  letter 
will  reach  you  in  time  to  enable  you  to  send  in  one  of  them 
Sir  Robert  Peel's  son,*  now  serving  in  the  *  Cambrian,'  the 
order  for  it  goes  to  you  by  this  mail,  as  Sir  Robert  is  anxious 
to  get  him  home,  I  beg  yon  to  arrange  it  in  the  best  way  open 
to  you,  and  with  the  least  delay. 

"  I  sincerely  hope  your  health  continues  to  be  good,  accept 
my  best  wishes,  and  with  the  repetition  of  my  congratulations 
believe  me,  with  much  regard,  my  dear  Sir  WOliam, 

"  Yours,  very  faithfully,  &c." 


From  the  Earl  of  Haddington. 

"  Admiralty,  5th  December,  1842. 

"Sib, 

''It  is  with  no  ordinary  feelings  of  pride  and  satisfaction 
that  I  sit  down  to  offer  you  my  very  warmest  congratulations 
on  the  successful  termination  of  the  war  in  China,  and  upon  the 
eminently  distinguished  part  you  have  had  in  producing  the 
most  desirable  result. 

"  Yours  was  a  well  established  reputation  before  you  entered 
on  your  present  command.  In  adding  to  that  reputation,  as 
you  have  done  in  the  course  of  this  singular  warfare,  which  it 

*  The  late  highly  distinguished  Captain  Sir  William  Peel, 
K..C.B. 


506  THE  LIFE  OF  SIB  W.    PARKER.  [1842 

has  been  jouv  fortnne  to  condncfc,  7011  have  the  gratification  of 
reflecting  that  jon  have  at  the  same  time  conferred  great  and 
essential  benefits  on  your  country,  your  skill,  talent,  and  energy 
having  so  mainly  contribated  to  the  opening  a  mart  for  her  pro- 
dTLcdve  ndastry,  the  future  extent  of  which  it  is  difficult  to 
calculate,  while  its  importance  at  the  present  moment  is  duly 
appreciated  by  the  Gk>yernment  and  by  the  public  at  home.  I 
lost  no  time  in  recommending,  in  my  own  name  and  that  of  the 
Board  of  Admiralty,  that  you  should  receive  the  Grand  Cross  of 
the  Bath. 

'^  My  representation  was  anticipated  by  the  anxious  desire 
of  Ker  Majesty  to  do  honour  to  those  who  have  served  with  so 
much  distinction  both  in  China  and  in  India,  and  your  name 
appeared  as  a  E[night  Gband  Cross  in  Friday's*'  Gkusette.' 

*'  The  highest  military  decoration  so  won  and  so  bestowed, 
will«  I  trusty  be  acceptable  to  you  as  a  strong  mark  of  your 
Sovereign'  s  approbation  and  an  acknowledgement  of  your  dis- 
tinguished merit. 

"  This  mail  will  convey  to  you  and  to  the  officers  and  men 
serving  under  your  command  the  expression  of  the  high  appro- 
bation of  the  Board  of  Admiralty. 

**  1  could  not  rest  satisfied  without  assuring  you  how  warmly 
I  participate  in  the  feelings  of  the  Board. 

^*  1  have  much  pleasure  in  making  this  communication  to 
you,  and  I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  high  esteem, 

"Sir, 
**  Tour  very  fedthful  and  most  obedient  Servant, 

"  HADDINGTON." 
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From  the  Viscount  Palmerston, 

Brocket,  15th  December,  1842. 


(( 


"  My  dbae  Sib  Willum, 

"  I  cannot  let  the  despatches  go  ont  on  this  occasion  to 
China,  without  writing  yoa  a  few  lines  to  congratulate  jon  most 
heartily  upon  the  glorious  termination  of  those  operalaons  in 
China,  in  which  jou  have  borne  so  distinguished  a  part,  and 
which  have  still  further  raised  the  high  reputation  which  you 
already  enjoyed  in  our  naval  service. 

''  It  has  been  most  gratifying  to  the  members  of  the  late 
Government  to  see  this  great  and  important  result  accomplished 
by  the  chiefs  whom  we  selected  for  this  arduous  and  respon- 
sible service,  and  the  cordiality  and  zeal  with  which  Army,  Navy, 
and  Diplomacy  appear  to  have  co-operated  in  conducting  these 
mixed  operations  to  so  triumphant  an  issue  must  afford  the 
liveliest  satisfaction  to  every  man  in  the  country,  and  reflects 
high  honour  upon  all  the  parties  concerned. 

"  My  dear  Sir  William, 

"  Yours  sincerely, 

"  PALMERSTON." 


From  the  Lcmcaster  Herald, 
Extract. 

'*  Deputy  Registrar  and  Secretary  of  the  Order  of  the  Bath. 

"  Herald's  Office,  Doctors'  Commons, 

"  London,  12th  December,  1842. 
'*  In  enclosing  the  accompanying  letter  from  H.R.H.  the 
Duke  of  Sussex,  to  your  address,  I  take  the  liberty  of  informing 
you  that  by  this  conveyance  instructions  have  been  sent  to 
Lieut.- General  Sir  Hugh  Gongh,  or,  in  his  absence  from  China,  to 
Major-General  Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  Bart.,  empowering  either 
of  them  to  invest  you  with  the  military  order  of  the  Bath,  to 
which  honour  Her  Majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  ad- 
vance you  in  reward  for  your  gallant  and  distinguished  services. 
"  I  take  the  liberty  of  mentioning  to  you  that  by  the  statutes 
of  the  Order  of  the  Bath,  you  are  now  entitled  to  have  sup- 
porters attached  to  your  arms  as  a  Ejiight  Grand  Cross  of  the 


508  THE   LIFE   OF  SIR  W.   PARKER.  [1842 

Order,  and  if  you  will  let  me  know  what  supporters  yon  wonld 
wisli  to  haye  established,  I  will  cause  a  drawing  to  be  prepared 
and  transmitted  to  you. 

'^  I  haye  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  &c. 

"  ALBERT  W.  WOODS." 

As  this  distinction  was  not  transmissible  to  his 
family,  the  Admiral,  who  was  extremely  modest 
in  all  matters  connected  with  himself,  did  not  avail 
himself  of  the  privilege. 

The  ceremony  of  investiture  took  place  at  Hong 
Kong,  on  board  the  ''Comwallis"  (which  displayed 
the  Royal  Standard  for  the  occasion),  and  Sir  William 
Parker  replied  as  follows,  to  Sir  Henry  Pottinger's 
eulogistic  address  : — 

"  Sir  Henry  Pottinger, — Permit  me  to  assure  your  Excel- 
lency that  1  receive  this  distinguished  mark  of  Her  Majesty's 
approbation  and  favour  with  becoming  pride  and  gratitude. 

*'  I  can  truly  say  that,  for  upwards  of  fifty  years  since  I 
entered  the  navy,  it  has  been  my  undeviating  desire  to  fulfil  my 
duties  with  zeal  and  fidelity. 

"  With  an  honest  ambition  for  the  honour  and  success  of  my 
profession,  I  have  never  ceased  to  contemplate,  with  admiration 
and  delight,  the  glorious  deeds  of  the  sister  service,  nor  have 
they  failed  to  inspire  a  firm  belief  that,  hand  in  hand,  we  shall, 
in  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  continue  the  triumphant  defenders 
of  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  Crown,  and  the  interests  of 
our  country. 

"It  is  no  small  gratification  to  me,  Sir,  to  receive  these 
flattering  badges  of  distinction  from  the  hands  of  your  Excel- 
lency, who  has  been  so  closely  and  beneficially,  for  our  country, 
associated  with  the  late  operations  of  the  combined  forces  in 
China.  I  feel  most  sensibly  the  courtesy  and  kindness  with 
which  your  Excellency  has  conveyed  Her  Majesty's  condescend, 
ing  favour  to  myself,  and  beg  to  return  you  my  most  cordial 
and  sincere  thanks." 


509 


CHAPTER  X. 
1843. 

"  Discretion  in  speech  is  more  than  eloqnence." 

Bacon's  Woeks. 

Commander-in-Chief  in  East  Indies,  China,  &o. 

From  Sir  James  Oraham,* 

"  Whitehall,  1st  January,  1843. 

''  I  cannot  deny  myself  the  pleasure  of  cordially  congratn- 
lating  you  on  the  brilliant  success  and  triumphant  close  of  the 
operations  in  which  yon  have  been  engaged. 

^'  The  cordial  union  of  the  two  services,  and  great  discretion 
and  temper  on  the  part  of  the  Commanders  alone  could  have 
produced  a  result,  which  is  honorable  to  our  arms,  and  most 
beneficial  to  the  nation. 

"  My  former  connection  with  the  Navy  keeps  aJive  the 
deepest  interest  in  all  which  concerns  its  welfare ;  and  I  con- 
sider this  operation  a  noble  example  of  discipline  and  skill.  In 
an  unknown  sea,  and  in  tide  ways  neither  surveyed  nor  fathomed 
you  have  led  a  fleet  of  transports  and  men-of-war,  without  a 
single  disaster,  into  the  heart  of  the  Chinese  Empire,  and  have 
truly  been  enabled  to  dictate  a  peace. 

"  G-reat  skill  and  greBtt  powers  of  command  have  been 
evinced  by  you  in  the  midst  of  difficulties ;  and  the  Captain  of 
the  '  Amazon,'  and  the  favourite  of  Nelson,  has  proved  himself 
capable  of  leading  a  fleet  to  victory. 

*'  Our  official  intercourse  during  your  command  at  Lisbon 

•  Then  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department. 
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inspired  me  with  great  confidence  in  yonr  character  and  merits. 
I  sincerely  rejoice  in  this  new  proof  of  yonr  capacity  for  com- 
mand ;  and  if  the  necessity  arise,  and  if  yonr  life  be  spared,  it  is 
not  the  last  service  which  yon  will  render  to  yonr  country. 

No  friend  can  rejoice  in  yonr  success  more  sincerely  than  I 
do ;  and  I  am  with  g^reat  regai*d,  Ac." 


From  the  Earl  of  Mvnio, 

"  Minto,  1st  January,  1843. 
"  I  write  a  line  merely  to  wish  you  my  very  hearty  good 
wishes  for  the  season  and  my  sincere  hope  that  the  new  year  on 
which  we  are  entering  may  pass  as  prosperously  with  you  as  the 
last  has  done.  You  have  indeed  done  your  work  capitally,  and 
it  has  gratified  me  not  a  little  to  find  your  zeal  and  ability  in 
conducting  a  very  difficult  service  universally  acknowledged  and 
admired,  whilst  it  is  almost  impossible  to  over-estimate  the 
important  results  to  which  we  may  reasonably  look  from  your 
success.  One  thing  1  confess  disturbs  me  a  good  deal,  and 
I  cannot  feel  satisfied  in  seeing  you  passed  over  when  hereditary 
honours  are  bestowed  on  the  General.  I  am  far  from  grudging 
Sir  H.  Gough  the  reward  of  his  services.  But  the  expedition 
was^  essentially  naval.  The  only  real  difficulties  to  be  en- 
countered were  purely  naval.  The  whole  of  the  complicated 
arrangements  for  the  supply  and  transport  of  the  force,  rested 
with  the  Naval  Commander-in-Chief.  Unknown  seas  and  rivers 
were  to  be  explored  and  even  on  those  rare  occasions  in  which 
an  opportunity  of  acting  was  afforded  to  the  troops,  the  batteries 
were  first  silenced,  and  the  way  for  their  approach  had  been 
cleared  for  them  by  the  Navy.  Such  being  the  case  I  cannot 
patiently  bear  to  see  that  you  are  not  admitted  to  at  least  a 
parity  of  honours  with  the  General.  I  know  very  well  that  he, 
having  already  received  the  G.C.B.  iar  Canton,  a  baronetcy 
very  properly  follows  on  the  present  occasion.  But  looking  to 
the  whole  amount  of  service  performed  by  the  Army  since  the 
General  first  assumed  his  command;  and  the  services  of  the 
Navy,  showing  a  shorter  period  certainly,  under  your  direction 
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the  latter  will  be  foxuid  greatly  to  preponderate,  and  there  can 
be  no  fair  excuse  for  withholding  from  yon  what  is  freely  be- 
stowed npon  yonr  soldier  colleagne.  This  is  my  opinion,  and  I 
shall  very  openly  express  it  both  to  Lord  Haddington  and 
Cockbnm,  should  I  have  an  opportunity  of  doing  so,  as  well  as 
to  others.  I  did  not  intend  to  write  so  much  when  I  began  this 
letter,  and  shaU  now  relieve  yon  from  my  gossip/' 


From  the  Earl  of  Haddington, 

"  Admiralty,  January  8th,  1843. 

"  The  mail  has  been  detained  till  this  day  on  account  of  the 
multitude  of  matters  that  had  to  be  decided  before  it  could  be 
allowed  to  depart. 

"  You  will  receive  from  the  Board  an  ample  account  of  what 
has  been  and  is  intended  to  be  done  in  the  way  of  promotion, 
and  also  a  list  of  the  officers  whom  I  have  recommended  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  as  deserving  the  honour  of  the  Bath. 

"  With  respect  to  the  latter — ^the  honorary  reward — ^we 
thought  it  right  to  confine  it  to  those  whose  ships  had  been 
clearly  engaged  with  the  enemy ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  in 
the  case  of  the  Captains  this  excluded  those  of  the  lately 
arrived  'Dido*  and  'Belleisle.'  Captain  Grey,  of  the  *Endymion,* 
was  included  because  he  had  taken  an  active  part  in  the  storming 
of  Chin-kiang-foo.  If  we  have  been  misled  to  the  prejudice  of 
two  gallant  and  deserving  officers  you  will  oblige  me  by  telling 
me  now,  when,  and  how  they  were  so  employed  as,  in  your  estima- 
tion, to  merit  the  distinction.  With  respect  to  the  Commanders, 
I  believe  we  have  gone  as  far  as  it  was  possible  to  go  in  awarding 
to  so  many  of  them,  along  with  their  promotion,  the  honour  of 
the  Bath ;  and,  considering  the  very  active  and  efi&cient  service 
rendered  by  those  to  whom  the  honour  has  been  awarded  in 
operations  to  which  the  smaller  class  of  vessels  was  peculiarly 
applicable,  I  think  we  could  have  done  no  less.  On  the  subject 
of  the  promotions  I  have  but  a  remark  or  two  to  make  with 
reference  to  one  of  the  officers  who  will  receive  the  step  so 
richly  merited  by  him,  when  he  shall  have  served  his  time  as 
Lieutenant.    I  mean  Mr.  Hall  of  the  '  Nemesis,'  whose  excellent 
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and  continued  performance  of  his  dnty  during  the  whole  of  these 
operations  entitle  him  to  very  high  approbation.  It  has  been 
matter  of  regret  to  me  that  we  could  not  gire  him  his  step 
immediately.  It  was  discussed  and  found  so  contrary  to  rule 
that  we  could  not  do  it. 

'*  In  the  first  place,  having  served  only  in  a  vessel  of  the 
Company,  he  cannot,  according  to  rule,  plead  an  hour's  service 
as  Lieutenant.  This  we  propose  to  get  rid  of  by  an  Order  in 
Council,  which  will  permit  us  to  reckon  the  time  served  in  the 
'  Nemesis.'  But  we  think  we  could  not  venture  to  allow  less 
than  two  years  in  a  Company's  ship  to  be  reckoned  as  sufficient, 
at  the  very  time  when  we  are  requiring  two  years  from  deserving 
officers  engaged  in  the  same  service  in  Her  Majesty's  ships.  We 
have,  therefore,  decided  to  apply  for  an  Order  in  Council  to  the 
effect  we  have  mentioned  as  soon  as  he  shall  have  completed 
his  two  years  time  in  the  '  Nemesis,'  or  in  arvy  other  ship.  We 
wanted  this  power  for  fear  the  'Nemesis'  should  be  ordered 
back  to  India  before  the  expiration  of  his  time.  It  is  in  your 
power  to  take  care  that  such  an  event  shall  not  injure  his 
prospects.  You  will  oblige  me  by  making  this  explanation  on 
my  part  to  that  most  deserving  officer,  with  the  expression  of 
the  satisfaction  I  have  derived  from  the  reports  made  of  his 
meritorious  conduct. 

"  I  need  not  enter  on  the  subject  of  the  medals  Her  Majesty 
is  graciously  pleased  to  award  to  her  own  forces  and  those  of 
the  Company.  I  trust  that  it  will  gratify  the  officers  and  others 
serving  under  your  orders  to  have  received  this  mark  of  their 
Sovereign's  approbation. 

"  I  hope  that  we  may  soon  expect  a  letter  from  you  stating 
your  views  as  to  the  force  that  ought  to  be  kept  in  China  seas 
during  our  occupation  of  the  points  on  the  coast,  which  we  are 
to  retain  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Treaty  until  the 
fulfilment  of  the  stipulations  of  the  Chinese  Government. 

"  Colonel  Malcolm  returns  by  this  mail  overland  with  the 
Queen's  ratification. 

"  Allow  me  to  repeat  my  congratulations,  and  the  expression 
of  the  satisfaction  I  have  derived  from  communicating  to  you 
the  high  estimation  in  which  your  services  are  held  by  myself 
and  the  other  members  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty.     I  trust  that 
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yoa  wiU  take  eyery  private  opportunity  of  assurmg  tlie  officers 
under  your  command  with,  what  proud  and  grateful  feelings  I 
have  read  the  successive  account  of  their  gallant  and  meritorious 
conduct. " 


From  the  JEot/rl  of  Hadddngton. 

"  Admiralty,  March  4th,  1843. 

"  The  last  mail  brouglit  us  your  statement  of  the  force  you 
thought  it  necessary  to  keep  at  Hong  Kong,  and  the  two  places 
we  are  to  occupy  till  the  Chinese  have  performed  their  engage- 
ments. 

"I  have  no  remark  to  make — confiding  entirely  in  your 
judgment  as  to  the  force  it  is  necessary  to  keep  on  that  coast 
until  the  Treaty  is  fulfilled,  or  at  least  for  the  present.  It  is 
intended  to  send  out,  to  be  placed  under  your  command,  a 
fifth  rate  and  the  '  Spiteful '  steamer. 

"  The  thanks  of  Parliament  to  yourself — Sir  Hugh  Gk>ugh, 
and  all  under  your  command,  those  in  the  service  of  the  Company, 
European  and  native,  included — go  out  by  this  mail.  This  well- 
merited  expression  of  the  sense  of  Parliament  of  the  great  and 
important  services  rendered  are  only  an  expression  of  public  feel- 
ing. I  think  you  especially  and  your  officers  will  read  with 
great  satisfaction  what  fell  from  the  Duke  on  the  subject  of  the 
naval  branch  of  the  joint  service.  I  listened  to  it  with  intense 
pleasure — feeling  as  I  hope  I  do  towards  the  Navy  in  general, 
and  those  engaged  in  the  China  War  especially,  for  the  admir- 
able  performance  of  difficult  and  peculiar  duties.  He  neces- 
sarily shortened  the  discussion,  for,  after  his  praise,  what  value 
could  be  attached  to  any  other  eulogy  ? 

"  I  have  promoted  Mr.  Anson,*  and  had  directed  his  com- 
mission to  be  sent  to  you,  but  I  learn  that  he  is  invalided  and 
on  his  way  home. 

"  I  trust  that  your  next  letters  will  give  a  more  favourable 


*  Thomas  Anson,  fourth  son  of  the  Very  Reverend  Frederick 
Anson,  Dean  of  Chester.     He  died  in  1845. 
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acoount  of  the  healtli  of  your  people,  and  I  shall  always  hear 
with  great  pleasure  that  you  preserve  your  own. 

"  I  find  that  the  *  Spiteful '  cannot  be  sent  to  China — but 
from  circumstances  must  go  to  the  Pacific.  Another  steamer, 
however,  will  be  selected  and  sent  to  you.'* 


General  Sir  Hugh  Gough  left  China  after  the  peace 
was  concluded,  to  assume  the  command  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's forces  in  India,  where  he  attained  stiU  greater 
honours  and  fame.  His  relations  with  Sir  William 
Parker  had  been  as  friendly  and  cordial  as  possible, 
and  the  example  thus  set  had  been  followed  by  every 
person  belonging  to  the  expedition  in  both  Services. 
There  were  no  complaints,  jealousies,  or  disgatisfac 
tions  between  Navy  and  Army  in  the  Queen's  or 
East  India  Company's  services ;  and  Generals  Lord 
Saltoim  and  Sir  James  Schoedde  fully  maintained 
the  fidendly  relations  of  their  predecessor. 

The  Admiral's  labours  were  very  great.  The 
discharge  and  convoy  of  transports,  disposal  of 
stores,  arrangements  for  the  ports  to  be  opened  by 
Treaty,  and  the  support  to  be  given  to  the  Consular 
authorities  and  our  own  subjects,  engaged  his  full 
attention.  His  forbearance,  prudence,  and  sound 
judgment  were  subjected  to  very  severe  trials,  but 
he  came  forth  from  the  ordeal  with  his  reputation 
for  all  the  qualities  of  a  prudent  chief  more  con- 
spicuous than  ever.  His  chief  difficulty  arose  from 
the  peculiar  views  as  to  the  position  of  the  Royal 
Navy  held  by  the  Plenipotentiary ;  partly  from  mis- 
conceiving,  or  (as  Sir  George  Cockbum   deUcately 
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put  it)  overstraining  the  spirit  of  his  instructions, 
partly  perhaps  from  the  manner  in  which  these  in- 
structions were  framed,  but  doubtless,  also,  from  his 
anxiety  for  the  success  of  the  new  Treaty  with  China, 
which  made  him  wish  to  control  every  detail  con- 
nected with  it,  and,  as  far  as  he  could,  to  invest  the 
Consuls  with  ample  powers  for  the  punishment  of 
offenders.  The  correspondence  on  this  subject  is 
given  at  some  length.  It  will  be  found,  it  is  believed, 
to  be  full  of  interest  and  instruction.  Such,  indeed, 
was  the  opinion  of  Sir  William  Parker  himself,  who, 
on  one  occasion,  bade  his  biographer  read  the  letters 
carefully,  remarking  that  their  contents  ought  to  be 
known  to  Naval  Officers,  in  case  they  should  be 
similarly  employed,  and  added  this  advice  : — '*  Be 
careful  not  to  entrench  on  matters  beyond  your 
province,  but  at  the  same  time  be  mindful  of  the 
dignity  and  proper  position  of  your  profession."  This 
correspondence  cost  the  Admiral  much  anxiety. 
Few  men  coxild  have  so  conducted  the  duties  which 
devolved  upon  him  under  such  difficulties  that  the 
Queen^s  Service  should  never  once  suffer.  It  will  be 
seen,  however,  that  in  no  instance  was  any  assistance 
which  the  Plenipotentiary  required  for  the  public 
service  withheld. 

The  Plenipotentiary,  an  able  and  firm  man,  who, 
though  he  had  attained  the  rank  of  Major-General 
in  the  East  India  Company's  Service  in  1841,  had, 
from  having  been  always  politically  employed,  never 
been  much  in  contact  with  Naval  or  Military  Officers, 

2  L  2 
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and  was  totally  ignorant  of  the  Orders  in  Council 
and  Regulations  by  which  the  former  were  governed. 
He  claimed  a  right  of  hoisting  the  same  flag  as  the 
Lord  High  Admiral,  and  receiving  a  similar  salute, 
and  he  had  an  idea,  not  only  that  he  had  authority 
over  the  ships-of-war  but  also  to  delegate  his  powers 
to  Consular  Agents,  and  to  his  Military  Secretary, 
He  even  desired  that  the  Naval  Officers  should  inflict 
corporal  punishment  on  board  ships-of-war  on  people 
not  liable  to  martial  law,  at  the  bidding  of  his  Con- 
sular Agents. 

**  Memo. 

"  *  Comwallis/  at  Hong  Kong,  12th  March,  1843. 

"  His  Excellency  Her  Majesty's  Plenipotentiary  has  inti- 
mated to  me  that  the  Chinese  (local)  authorities  are  about  to 
take  active  measures  for  the  total  suppression  of  piracy. 

"  Their  plan  appears  to  be  to  fit  out  ten  or  twenty  fishing 
boats  as  cruizers,  with  orders  to  detain  any  Chinese  boats  of  a 
suspicious  appearance,  or  that  have  any  unusual  number  of 
arms  or  armed  men  on  board;  and  to  convey  them  either 
to  Kowloon  or  some  other  of  the  various  ports  in  this  neighbour- 
hood for  minute  investigation,  and  punishment  when  that  may 
be  found  requisite. 

"  The  majority  of  these  cruizers  are  to  have  linguists  on 
board,  who  speak  a  little  English ;  and  it  is  apprehended  that 
the  pirate  boats  may  occasionally  take  refuge  in  the  harbours  of 
Hong  Kong,  when  they  find  themselves  driven  out  of  their  pre- 
sent haunts,  or  closely  pursued. 

''  It  is  therefore  my  direction  that  on  application  being  made 
for  assistance,  all  Her  Majesty's  ships,  and  those  of  the  Indian 
Navy  under  my  command  on  this  part  of  the  station,  do  render 
every  aid  in  their  power  to  the  Chinese  vessels  acting  under  the 
authority  and  for  the  purposes  referred  to,  in  seizing  and  con- 
veying to  Kowloon  any  suspected  boats  that  may  be  traced  or 
followed  into  the  harbours  of  this  island. 
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"  Should  the  suspected  boats  mn  in  close  and  anchor,  and 
their  crews  desert  them,  the  Chinese  authorities  will,  in  such 
cases,  go  to  the  Chief  or  Marine  Magistrates  :  and  those  officers 
(if  unable  to  render  the  requisite  assistance  from  their  own 
limited  establishments)  will  apply  either  to  one  of  Her  Majesty's 
ships,  or  to  the  military  authorities  on  shore,  according  to  cir- 
cumstances. 

"WM.  PARKER, 

"  Vice- Admiral. 
"  To  the  Rear-Admiral, 

The  Captains  and  Officers  commanding 
H.M.  ships  and  vessels,  and  those  of 
the  Indian  Navy." 


"  To  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

"  *  ComwaUis,'  at  Hong  Kong,  29th  March,  1843. 

"  I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  their  Lordships'  orders 
of  the  6th  Januaiy  last,  transmitting  the  copy  of  a  despatch 
addressed  by  Lord  Stanley  to  Major-Greneral  Lord  Saltoun,  for 
the  guidance  of  his  conduct  in  the  employment  of  the  forces 
under  his  command  in  China,  on  the  adjacent  islands,  or  seas, 
and  intimating  Her  Majesty's  pleasure  that  I  attend  to  any 
requisition  from  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  for  the  employment  of  the 
naval  force  under  my  command  in  any  manner  which  he  may 
think  necessary  or  advisable,  in  furtherance  of  the  objects  of  the 
civil  appointments  with  which  Her  Majesty  has  been  so  pleased 
to  invest  him. 

"I  have  the  honour,  therefore,  to  inclose,  for  their  Lord- 
ships' information,  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  received 
from  his  Excellency  the  Plenipotentiary,  and  my  answer  thereto, 
which  I  hope  will  be  found  in  accordance  with  their  Lordships' 
instructions. 

"  Educated  in  the  school  of  strict  obedience,  and  having  ever 
endeavoured  to  discharge  the  trust  reposed  in  me  to  the  best  of 
my  ability,  it  will  ever  be  my  study  faithfully  to  fulfil  Her 
Majesty's  pleasure  and  their  Lordships'  orders ;  but  as  I  scarcely 
understand  if  any  limit  is  intended^  and  to  what  extent  in  the 
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authority  delegated  to  the  Plenipotentiary,  with  regard  to  the 
movements  of  the  squadron  which  has  been  placed  nnder  mj 
command,  I  request,  with  g^at  deference,  that  their  Lordships 
will  be  pleased  so  to  instruct  me,  that  I  may  not,  on  the  one  hand, 
incur  a  suspicion  of  any  want  of  zeal  in  conforming  to  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  my  instructions,  or,  on  the  otker,  of  manifesting 
indifference  towards  the  position  which  I  have  the  honour  of 
holding  as  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  Her  Majesty's  naval 
forces  on  this  important  station. 

"I  disclaim  any  apprehension  that  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  is 
disposed,  or  likely  to  exercise  his  functions  in  any  manner  de- 
rogatory to  my  station ;  but  as  the  orders  now  stand,  the  control 
of  the  whole  naval  force  in  China  appears  t6  rest  so  entirely 
with  his  Excellency,  that  I  entertain  serious  doubts  whether  the 
power  any  longer  remains  to  me  of  dietaching  a  single  ship  to 
India,  or  Australia,  or  wherever  I  think  the  exigency  of  the 
Service  requires  it,  or  in  the  event  of  foreign  ships-of-war 
appearing  on  any  part  of  the  station,  or  even  in  stirring  in  my 
flag-ship,  without  his  Excellency's  permission;  for  their  Lord- 
ships must  perceive  that  he  has  but  to  make  a  requisition,  stating 
that  it  is  in  furtherance  of  the  objects  of  his  mission,  and  it 
becomes  my  duty  to  submit,  without  being  able  to  form  an 
opinion  of  the  expediency  of  the  measure  professionally. 

"  I  am  persuaded  that  it  has  not  been  their  Lordships'  in- 
tention to  subject  any  commander-in-chief  to  such  restrictions, 
and  I  do  not  allude  to  the  bare  possibility  of  their  being  enforced 
in  any  captious  feeling. 

"It  has,  I  believe,  been  customary  heretofore  to  give  the 
Admiral  in  command  so  far  an  outline  of  any  measures  in  con- 
templation which  may  require  his  co-operation,  as  to  enable  him 
to  arrange,  in  the  best  manner  he  is  able,  for  the  due  execution 
of  the  important  duties  connected  with  the  different  points  of  an 
extensive  command.  I  do  not  presume  to  question  the  propriety 
of  my  being  kept  in  ignorance  of  the  views  of  the  Gbyemment ; 
but  I  trust  their  Lordships  will  see  the  justness  of  my  pointing 
out  the  peculiarly  difficult  position  in  which  I  find  myself  now 
placed. 

"  It  will  be  for  their  Lordships  to  judge  whether  any  modifi- 
cation of  my  instructions  is  desirable ;  and  whatever  restraint  is 
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imposed,  they  may  be  assured  I  sliall  endeayonr  to  execute  them, 
as  I  have  ever  done,  with  fidelity  and  becoming  zeal/' 


Copy  of  the  Instructions  referred  to  in  the  preceding  Letter, 

*'  By  the  Commissioners,  <!bc.,  (fee. 

"  Lord  Stanley,  Her  Majesty's  PrincipcJ  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonial  Department,  having  transmitted  to  us  a  copy  of 
a  despatch  addressed  by  him  to  Major-General  Lord  Saltoun,  for 
the  guidance  of  his  conduct  in  the  employment  of  the  forces 
under  his  command  in  China,  or  in  the  adjacent  islands  or  seas ; 
and  having  signified  to  us  the  Queen's  commands  that  corre- 
sponding instructions  should  be  addressed  to  you, 

"  We  send  you  herewith  for  your  information  a  copy  of  Lord 
Stanley's  said  despatch  to  Major-General  Lord  Saltoun,  dated 
the  5th  instant,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  the  administra- 
tion of  the  civil  government  of  the  Island  of  Hong  Kong,  as 
well  the  superintendency  of  the  trade  of  British  subjects  with 
China,  has  been  confided  by  the  Queen  to  Sir  Henry  Pot- 
tinger  provisionally,  and  until  more  mature  arrangements  shall 
have  been  made  for  the  conduct  of  that  branch  of  the  public 
service. 

"  In  our  Secretary's  letter  of  the  4th  June  last,  transmitting 
copy  of  a  despatch  addressed  to  Lieutenant- General  Sir  Hugh 
Gough  by  Lord  Stanley,  on  the  3rd'  of  the  same  month,  his* 
Lordship  entered  at  length  into  an  explanation  of  the  mutual 
rights  and  duties  of  Her  Majesty's  Plenipotentiary,  and  of  the 
Queen's  naval  and  military  officers,  during  the  progress  of  the 
belligerent  operations  in  China,  and  in  the  adjacent  seas.  In 
the  anticipation  that  the  ratifications  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  with 
the  Emperor  will  be  speedily  exchanged,  Lord  Stanley  considers 
these  instructions  as  obsolete :  but  as  long  as  the  force  under 
your  command  shall  remain  in  China,  or  in  any  part  of  the 
adjacent  islands  or  seas,  it  is  the  Qaeen's  pleasure  that  you 
attend  to  any  requisitions  which  you  may  receive  from  Sir  Henry 
Pottinger  for  the  employment  of  that  force  in  any  manner  which 
he  may  think  necessary  or  advisable,  in  furtherance  of  the 
objects  of  the  civil  appointments  with  which  Her  Majesty  has 
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been  pleased  to  invest  him.     And  we  hereby  require  and  direct 
you  to  govern  yourself  accordingly. 

"  Given  under  our  hands  this  6th  January,  1843. 

"  G.  COCKBTJRK 
"W.  H.  GAGE. 
"  To  Sir  William  Parker,  G.C.B.,  Vice- Admiral  of  the  Blue. 

"  By  command  of  their  Lordships. 

"  SIDNEY  HERBERT." 


From  His  Excellency  Sir  Henry  PoUinger,  Bart, 

**  Macao,  18th  March,  1843. 
"  Sir, 

"  Adverting  to  the  important  instructions  which  I  have  re- 
ceived by  the  return  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Malcolm  .  from 
England,  and  to  the  sole  responsibility  which  is  thereby  de- 
volved on  me,  as  intimated  by  Lord  Aberdeen's  despatch,  of  the 
4th  January  last,  in  which  His  Lordship  says,  '  I  have  to  state 
to  you  in  the  first  place,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  that  so  long  as  you  remain  in  China,  the  entire 
control  of  affairs  should  rest  exclusively  on  you : '  also  adverting 
to  the  Queen's  gracious  commands  to  the  same  effect,  conveyed 
to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  and  to  Major- 
General  Lord  Saltoun,  commanding  Her  Majesty's  troops  in 
China,  in  Lord  Stanley's  letter  of  the  5th  January,  I  have  the 
honour  to  say,  that  it  appears  to  me  to  be  necessary  that  I 
should  make  myself  more  fully  acquainted  than  I  am  at  present 
with  the  present  stations  of  all  Her  Majesty's  Naval  and  Land 
forces  in  China,  as  well  as  the  orders  with  which  they  have  been 
furnished ;  and  which  is  not  only  required  by  me  to  enable  me 
to  judge  whether  any,  and  what,  alterations  may  be  required  in 
these  matters,  with  a  view  to  giving  full  effect  to  the  instructions 
which  have  reached  me  from  Her  Majesty's  Government,  but 
also  to  enable  me  to  satisfy  the  constant  references  which  are 
made  to  me  by  the  Chinese  authorities. 

"  I  have,  therefore,  the  honour  to  beg  that  your  Excellency 
will  be  so  good  as  to  furnish  me  with  the  information  above 


1843]  THE  LIFE   OF  SIR  W.    PARKER.  521 

described  as  soon  as  convenient,  and  I  take  this  occasion  further 
to  request  your  Excellency  will  (with  reference  to  your  private 
note  of  the  16th  instant)  detain  any  of  Her  Majesty's  ships 
that  may  be  going  to  the  northward,  until  I  can  send  despatches 
by  them." 


Extract. 

*'  The  Commanders  of  Her  Majesty's  naval  and  military 
forces  in  China  will  be  apprised  that  it  is  the  desire  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  that  they  should  be  guided  by  you  as  to 
the  employment  and  distribution  of  their  respective  forces.  In 
pursuance  of  this  arrangement  you  will  be  authorised  to  request 
the  naval  commander  to  detach  from  time  to  time  the  vessels  of 
his  squadron  in  such  directions  as  the  interests  of  British  trade 
may  appear  to  you  to  require.  And  you  will  request  him  to 
impress  upon  the  officers  of  his  squadron  the  necessity  of  cul- 
tivating as  much  as  much  as  possible  the  friendly  feelings  which 
it  may  be  hoped  that  the  Chinese  authorities  and  people  will  be 
disposed  to  entertain  towards  them;  and  of  restraining  the 
crews  of  British  merchant  ships  from  provoking  collision,  either 
with  the  authorities  or  people,  in  the  ports  to  which  they  may 
resort." 


"  To  Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  Bart.,  G.C.B.,  Ac. 

"  *  Comwallis,'  at  Hong  Kong,  24th  March,  1843. 
**  I  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Excellency's  letter 
of  the  18th  instant,  adverting  to  the  instractions  by  which 
you  have  been  invested  with  the  entire  control  of  affairs  in 
China,  and  desiring  to  be  made  acquainted  with  the  present 
stations  of  Her  Majesty's  naval  forces  under  my  command  in 
these  seas,  and  the  orders  with  which  they  have  been  furnished ; 
and  in  conformity  with  your  Excellency's  wishes,  and  the  in- 
structions contained  in  the  accompanying  extract  from  the  orders 
which  I  have  received  from  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  I  do  myself  the  honour  of  transmitting  the  accom- 
panying statement  for  your  information. 
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"  As  some  of  the  vessels  referred  to  are  wanted  for  service  in 
India,  and  others  now  in  the  coarse  of  relief  are  about  to  return 
to  England,  I  will  beg  the  favonr  of  jonr  Excellency  to  inform 
me,  as  soon  as  convenient,  of  the  actual  amonnt  of  naval  force 
that  jon  are  likelj  to  require  at  specified  points,  that  I  may 
make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  appropriating  ships,  as  far 
as  I  am  able  for  those  purposes ;  and  provide,  if  possible,  a 
sufficient  available  force  for  keeping  up  the  communications  with 
the  squadron,  and  affording  the  necessary  reliefs,  as  well  as  to 
meet  the  possible  contingency  of  any  considerable  force  of 
foreign  ships-of-war  appearing  in  the  vicinity  of  the  positions 
occupied  by  Her  Majesty's  ships  or  land  forces,  and  over  which 
it  may  be  my  duty  to  keep  a  vigilant  watch. 

"  I  further  beg  the  favour  of  your  Excellency  to  inform  me 
whether  there  is  likely  to  be  any  political  objection  to  the 
appearance  of  any  of  Her  Majesty's  ships-of-war  on  particular 
parts  of  the  coast  of  China,  that  I  may  guard  against  any  reason- 
able cause  of  umbrage  to  the  Chinese  Government  in  the  orders 
which  I  may  see  occasion  to  give,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  ships 
under  my  command. 

"  At  Chusan  cmd  its  vicinity. 


(( < 


Thalia '       . .  42  guns           . .      Senior  Officer. 

*Wolf'          ..  18    „ 

*  Pelican '      . .  16     „ 

*  Driver '       . .  Steam  vessel  of  the  2nd  class. 

*  Minden '     . .  Hospital  ship. 

'  Sapphire '  .  •  Troop  ship         . .      Stationed  at  Sinkeamoon. 

*  Rattlesnake '  Ditto              . .      Stationed  at  Sinkong. 

'  Childers  *    . .  16  guns  . .         . .  ^  Surveying  the  islands  to 

*  Algerine  '    . .  10  guns              . .  >     the  northward  and  east- 

*  Medusa '     . .  Small  steam  vessel  J      ward  of  Chusan. 

'*  The  ships  at  Chusan  are  under  the  orders  of  Captain  Hope, 
who  is  directed  to  station  them  in  the  most  advantageous 
manner  for  the  general  protection  of  the  persons  and  property 
of  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  and  for  supporting  the  garrisons  and 
detachments  of  troops  on  that  island. 

*'Hc   is  to  keep  in   communication  with   the  officer  com- 
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mandiBg  the  troops,  and  endeavonr,  as  mncli  as  possible,  with  a 
dne  regard  to  British  interests,  tx>  pursue  such  a  conciliatory 
course  with  the  natives  as  may  preserve  the  good  understanding 
and  harmony  which  at  present  subsists,  and  which  it  is  so 
desirable  to  establish,  with  a  view  to  the  future  commercial 
intercourse  with  Great  Britain. 

"To  co-operate  with  Major-General  Schoedde,  in  checking 
acts  of  piracy,  either  in  Chnsan  or  the  adjacent  islands  of  the 
Chinese  group,  against  the  peaceable  inhabitants. 

"  If  an  act  of  this  nature  is  committed  or  attempted,  within 
sight  of  Her  Majesty's  squadron,  it  will  be  incumbent  on  them 
to  succour  the  party  attacked  by  those  marauders,  and  to  secure 
their  persons,  or  any  property  which  they  may  have  illegally 
seized,  in  order  that  it  may  be  restored  to  the  proper  owners. 
They  are  to  avoid,  if  possible,  the  use  of  fire-arms,  unless  fired 
upon,  or  otherwise  attacked,  or  seriously  threatened,  and  not  to 
join  in  the  destruction  or  despoliation  of  Chinese  houses  on 
pretence  of  their  belonging  to  pirates,  such  acts  being,  in  the 
present  position  of  Great  Britain  with  China,  warrantable  only 
by  the  authorities  of  the  country. 

"  They  are,  however,  to  consider  themselves  at  full  liberty  to 
attack,  fire  upon,  and  seize  any  vessels  which  may  make  any 
piratical  attempt  against  the  persons  or  property  of  British 
subjects.  , 

"  The  '  Minden  '  is  ordered  to  repair  to  Hong  Kong. 

"The  *  Sapphire'  and  'Rattlesnake'  are  stationed  at  Sin- 
keamoon  and  Sinkong,  to  victual  and  support  the  detachments 
of  troops  at  these  ports ;  but  I  have  had  it  in  contemplation 
to  withdraw  one  of  those  ships  to  Amoy  Bay,  to  be  ready  to 
receive  any  invalids  on  board,  to  proceed  to  sea  with  them 
should  fever  prevail  in  the  ensuing  summer,  presuming  that 
a  storehouse  for  depositing  the  provisions  for  the  detachment 
at  Sinkong  may  be  easily  provided. 

**  The  above-mentioned  troop  ships  have  been  kept  in  readi- 
ness for  moving  troops  in  any  direction,  and  conveying  pro- 
visions, stores,  &c.,  from  point  to  point,  to  prevent,  as  much 
as  possible,  the  hire  of  transports  at  the  extravagant  rates  which 
have  been  hitherto  charged. 

"  The  *  Childers,'  *Algerine,'  and  'Medusa,'  are  making  an 
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important  survey  of  the  islands  to  the  northward  and  eastward 
of  Chnsan,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  best  approach  to  the  Yang^ 
tze-kiang  by  ships  which  may  hereafter  trade  with  Shanghai. 

**The  'Algerine'  is  ordered  to  Hong  Kong,  to  proceed  to 
England;  and  when  the  survey  referred  to  is  completed,  the 
'  Ghilders '  will  follow  for  the  same  purpose,  and  the  '  Medusa ' 
will  return  to  Bombay,  if  not  wanted  in  the  China  seas. 


**  At  Amoy. 


"  *  Cambrian ' 

*  Serpent ' 

*  Plover ' 

and 

*  Starling ' 


. .     36  guns 
16 


Senior  officer. 


•  • 


») 


•■} 


Surveying  vessels. 


"  Captain  Chads,  the  senior  officer,  has  orders  similar  to 
Captain  Hope,  and  to  make  oil  practicable  surveys  of  the  coast 
within  the  limits  of  this  station,  from  the  River  Min  to  Namao. 

"The  *  Starling*  and  'Plover,'  under  the  orders  of  Captain 
Kellett,  are  surveying  the  coast  from  the  Quesan  Islands  to 
Amoy  Bay. 


(( 


*  Harlequin  *.  • 

*  Wanderer ' 


16  guns. 
16 


» 


are  on  their  way  down  the  China  seas,  being  required  to  relieve 
the  ships  in  India,  which  are  ordered  home. 


"  At  Hong  Kong, 

" « Comwa.lliR ' 

. .     72  guns. 

*  Agincourt ' 

..         ..     72     „ 

*  Wolverene* 

..     16     „ 

*  Belleisle ' 

Troop  ship. 

•Apollo*.. 

•  •          •  •              » 

*  Jupiter ' 

•  •          •  •              >j 

'Akbar*  .. 

Ist-class  steam  vessel. 

*  Vixen'  .. 

2nd-claRS          „ 

*  Phlegethon ' 

Small  steam  vessel. 

*  Proserpine ' 

•  •          •  •             »            jf 
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''The  moyements  of  the  flag-ship  wiU  be  regulated  as  the 
commander-in-chief  may  find  it  expedient,  and  will  probably  go 
to  India  in  the  course  of  the  snmmer. 

**  The  *  Aginconrt '  will  shortly  go  to  Manila  and  the  north- 
ward, to  visit  the  different  stations,  and  return  to  Hong  Kong 
in  a  few  months. 

"The  'Apollo'  will  return  immediately  to  England,  with 
the  supernumerary  marines  and  invalids. 

"  The  '  BeUeisle '  and  '  Jupiter,*  if  not  wanted  for  the  con- 
veyance of  troops,  will  return  to  England,  taking  such  surplus 
provisions  beyond  the  wants  of  the  forces  in  the  China  seas  as 
they  can  carry,  leaving  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  St.  Helena, 
or  Ascension  any  proportion  that  may  be  required. 

"  The  '  Vixen '  and  '  Druid '  will  interchange  stations  occa- 
sionally between  Hong  Kong  and  Chusan  in  the  conveyance  of 
communications,  &g, 

"  The  *  Phlegethon '  must  go  to  Calcutta  very  shortly,  as  the 
period  for  which  the  crew  are  engaged  will  expire  on  the  30th 
June,  1843. 

"  The  '  Proserpine '  is  intended  to  be  sent  to  Calcutta,  if  not 
required  in  the  China  seas. 

"  The  *  Akbar,'  if  not  required  for  the  conveyance  of  Her 
Majesty's  Plenipotentiary  to  the  northward,  will  be  sent  to 
Bombay,  presuming  that  of  large  steamers  the  'Yixen'  and 
'  Druid '  will  suffice  for  the  duties  required  in  the  China  seas." 


"  To  Sir  Henry  Pottinger. 

"  'ComwaUis,'  at  Hong  Kong,  2nd  April,  1843. 

"  As  I  am  desirous  of  conveying  some  supplies  and  com- 
munications on  business  connected  with  the  squadron  expe- 
ditiously to  the  ships  in  Amoy  Bay,  I  propose  to  dispatch  the 
'  Vixen  *  for  that  purpose  to-morrow,  and  to  send  by  her  the 
despatches  and  letters  received  with  the  December  and  January 
mails. 

"  I  shall  order  the  'Vixen'  to  return  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible,  and  she  will  of  course  take  charge  of  any  communica- 
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tions  whicli  your  Excellency  may  wish  to  forward   in  that 
direction. 

"  The  *  Wolf '  will  alao  proceed  to  Amoy  without  delay." 


"  To  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

"  *  Comwallis,*  at  Hong  Kong,  3rd  April,  1843. 

"SlE, 

"  I  beg  to  inclose  (with  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  29th 
ultimo)  the  copies  of  a  farther  correspondence  between  His 
Excellency  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  and  myself,  relative  to  the 
number  and  distribution  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  required  in  the 
China  seas. 

'*  It  was  my  intention  to  have  sent  Bear-Admiral  Sir  Thomas 
Cochrane,  in  the  *  Agincourt',  to  visit  the  stations  to  the  north- 
ward, and  convey  a  quantity  of  certain  articles  of  provisions 
which  were  wanted  to  equalise  the  store  at  Chusan  to  twelve 
months;  but  I  have,  of  course,  directed  the  'Agincourt'  to 
remain,  in  conformity  with  his  Excellency's  desire. 

"  It  appears  to  me  that  by  placing  the  *  Alligator,'  'Sap- 
phire,' and  '  Rattlesnake,'  at  Hong  Kong,  Grolongsao,  and 
Chusan,  they  would  answer  every  purpose  expected  of  a  sloop 
of  war  in  supporting  the  garrison,  and  be  more  convenient  for 
the  transport  of  troops  or  stores  from  point  to  point  when 
required;  but  it  will  be  for  their  Lordships  to  judge  what 
increase  of  force  should  be  sent  to  these  seas,  taking  into  calcu- 
lation the  probability  of  one  or  two  ships  on  the  station  being 
ordered  to  England  with  the  second  instalment  of  treasure, 
which  it  is  presumed  will  be  paid  by  the  Chinese  Government 
in  the  course  of  the  summer  and  autumn,  agreeably  to  the 
Treaty." 


From  Sir  Henry  Pottinger, 


"  Macao,  22nd  March,  1843. 
"  I  have  the  honour  to  request  that  your  Excellency  will  be 
so  good  as  to  issue  the  necessary  instructions  for  the  Honourable 
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Company's  steamers  *Akbar,*  *  Proserpine,*  and  *  Phlegethon,' 
remaining  in  China  until  fnrtlier  orders  shall  be  received  from 
England. 

"  Of  these  three  vessels,  the  *  Akbar '  only  conld,  I  imagine, 
be  of  the  least  use  in  India,  especially  with  reference  to  the 
number  of  steamers  of  all  classes  that  are  now  available  for  any 
service  that  may  be  required  of  them  by  the  different  Govern- 
ments of  India ;  and  as  I  have  been  directed  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  send  Lieutenant- Colonel  Malcolm  back  to 
England  with  replies  to  despatches  that  have  just  reached  me 
by  that  officer,  and  hope  to  have  those  replies  (including  the 
exchanged  ratification  of  the  Treaty)  ready  for  transmission  in 
the  course  of  two  or  three  months,  a  powerful  steamer  will 
then  be  required  for  the  conveyance  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Malcolm  either  to  Bombay  or  Suez,  as  may  hereafter  be  decided 
upon;  and  I  should  not  think  it  prudent  to  leave  the  China 
station  with  only  one  vessel  of  that  class. 

"  Of  the  two  small  steamers  (*  Proserpine'  and  *  Phlegethon') 
I  beg  to  recommend  that  one  shall  be  kept  at  Hong  Kong,  and 
the  other  sent  at  the  proper  season  to  Chusan,  to  carry  on  a 
monthly  communication  with  Her  Majesty's  consular  officers 
at  Ningpo  and  Shanghai,  who  will  be  appointed  to  those  ports 
the  moment  I  can  bring  my  commercial  negotiations,  which 
have  been  interrupted  by  Elepoo's  death,  to  a  close. 

*'  I  shall  bend  a  copy  of  this  letter  for  the  information  and 
approval  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  his  Lordship  the 
Governor-General  of  India." 


From  Sir  Henry  PotUnger. 

"  Macao,  22nd  March,  1843. 
'*  Referring  to  the  progress  that  had  been  already  made  in 
my  commercial  negotiations  with  the  Imperial  Commissioner, 
Elepoo,  previous  to  his  death,  and  looking  to  the  sanguine  hope 
I  entertain  that  they  will  be  brought  to  a  speedy  and  satisfac- 
tory termination  on  the  appointment  of  another  Chinese  officer 
to  be  Elepoo's  successor,  I  think  it  desirable  thus  early  to  do 
myself  the  honour  of  intimating  to  your  Excellency  that  it  will 
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for  a  time  at  least  be  neceBsaiy  to  have  one  of  Her  Majesty's 
ships-of-war  stationed  at  each  of  the  ports  that  are  to  be  fre- 
quented by  British  merchants,  to  aid  Her  Majesty's  consular 
officers  in  carrying  on  their  duties,  by  enforcing  the  regulations 
under  which  those  officers  will  act,  as  well  as  preserving  the 
peace  amongst  the  crews  of  British  merchant  ships. 

"  I  shall  hereafter  address  your  Excellency  on  this  subject 
with  a  view  to  the  instructions  that  will  require  to  be  given  to 
the  captains  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  to  be  employed  in  this 
delicate  and  important  duty ;  and  in  the  meantime  I  will  only 
add  that  the  class  of  vessels  to  be  so  employed  ought,  I  think,  to 
be  small,  as  being  less  likely  to  excite  the  apprehension,  and  to 
give  alarm  to  the  Imperial  Government  and  local  authorities  at 
the  different  ports." 


"  To  Sir  Henry  Pottinger. 

"  *  Comwallis,'  at  Hong  Kong,  24th  Marcih,  1843. 

"  In  reply  to  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  22nd  instant,  I 
have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  that  the  *  Akbar,'  and  *  Proser- 
pine,' steam  vessels,  will  be  detained  on  this  part  of  the  China 
Station  for  the  purposes  you  have  suggested. 

"  The  '  Phlegethon,*  I  apprehend,  must  return  to  Calcutta 
by  the  30th  June  next,  when  the  period  expires  for  which  her 
crew  are  engaged ;  and  after  the  constant  service  she  has  under- 
gone,  and  the  serious  damage  she  lately  sustained,  it  is  desirable 
she  should  be  thoroughly  examined,  and  her  defects  made  good, 
at  a  port  where  both  artificers  and  materials  can  be  better  pro- 
vided than  we  can  command  at  this  place. 

"  But  I  hope  the  survey  on  which  the  *  Medasa '  is  engaged 
to  the  northward  will  be  completed  in  a  few  weeks,  when  that 
steam  vessel  can  be  appropriated  to  carry  on  the  monthly  com- 
munications with  Her  Majesty's  consular  officers  who  may  be 
stationed  at  Ningpo  and  Shanghai,  until  further  arrangements 
are  made,  the  '  Driver,'  being  also  available  until  the  *  Medusa ' 
is  at  liberty." 
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"  To  Sir  Henry  Pottinger. 

"  *  ComwalliB,'  at  Hong  Kong,  24th  March,  1843. 
"With  reference  to  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  22nd 
instant,  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  that  by  the 
disposition  I  have  have  already  made  of  the  force  under  my 
command  in  these  seas,  I  do  not  apprehend  any  difficulty  in 
appropriating  a  sloop  or  brig-of-war  for  each  of  the  ports  that 
are  to  be  frequented  by  British  merchant  ships,  for  the  objects 
pointed  out,  with  the  exception  of  Amoy,  where  I  trust  the 
frigate  there  stationed  for  the  support  of  the  garrison  on 
Oolongsao  will  perform  every  duty  that  may  be  required.** 


From  Sir  Henry  Pottinger. 

"  Macao,  31st  March,  1843. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
Excellency's  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the 
22nd,  regarding  the  detention  in  China  of  the  *  Akbar,'  *  Proser- 
pine,* and  '  Phlegethon,'  steam  vessels. 

''As  it  appears  that  the  latter  vessel  requires  repair,  which 
can  only  be  made  at  Calcutta,  and  the  '  Medusa  *  (to  which 
vessel  I  did  not  advert  when  I  addressed  your  Excellency)  will 
be  here  to  take  the  service  for  which  I  thought  it  advisable  to 
request  the  *  Phlegethon,*  might  be  detained,  I  beg  you  will 
allow  the  latter  to  proceed  to  India  whenever  you  think  proper.** 


From  Sir  Henry  Pottinger. 

"  Macao,  31st  March,  1843. 

**  I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
Excellency's  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine 
of  the  22nd  instant,  regarding  a  brig  or  sloop -of- war  being 
stationed  at  each  of  the  ports  to  be  frequented  by  British  mer- 
ments  to  support  the  necessary  authority  of  the  consular 
officers. 

"  I  had  previously  prepared  a  scale  for  the  number  and  dis- 
tribution   of  Her  Majesty's  ships  in  China,  of  which   I  now 
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enclose  a  copy,  and  whicli  it  will  be  seen  very  nearly  assimilates 
with  that  proposed  in  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  Ilih 
October,  1842,  with  the  addition  of  the  sloops  or  brigs  to  be 
attached  to  the  consular  stations,  and  the  two  small  steamers. 

"  I  do  not  think,  when  the  great  interests  and  objects  for 
which  this  squadron  is  required,  and  the  vast  extent  of  coast 
included  in  the  stations  shown  in  the  return  are  taken  into 
consideration,  that  the  scale  is  beyond  the  proper  mark ;  and 
political  causes  in  no  way  connected  with  China  may,  at  any 
instant,  call  for  its  being  very  much  increased. 

"  I  therefore  intend  to  submit  this  scale  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government  as  the  lowest  naval  force  in  my  opinion  that  ought 
to  be  kept  up  at  any  time  in  China ;  and  I  would  beg  your 
Excellency  in  the  meantime  to  arrange  accordingly." 


Enclosure. 

"  Proposed  Number  and  Disposition  of  Her  Majesty^s  Ships,  8fc.y  ^., 

in  Chiiia, 


Sloop  or 
Brig. 

Frigate. 

Large 

Steamer. 

Small 
Steamer. 

Shanghai 

Ningpo . . 

Chusan . . 

Foo-choo-foo    . . 

Amoj    . . 

Hong  Kong  and  Canton  Biver 

2 

1 

1 
2 

1 
1 

1 
1 

7 

4 

2 

2 

Appropriated  to  the  ConsiilR,  &c. 

General  duties . . 

Temporary 

6 
2 

•  • 

4 

2 

1 

Grand  Total     . . 

7 

4 

8 

2 

"  ^lacao,  23rd  March,  1843." 
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From  Sir  Henry  Pottiriger, 

"  Macao,  31st  March,  1843. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
Excellency's  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  giving  cover  to  a  memo- 
randum regarding  the  present  distribution  of  Her  Majesty's 
ships,  and  for  which  I  am  much  obliged. 

"  It  is  probable  I  may  have  hereaft-er  to  address  your  Ex- 
cellency further  on  these  points ;  but  at  present  it  is  incumbent 
on  me  to  point  out  that  the  Government  of  China  evidently 
labours  under  great  alarm  as  to  our  views  and  plans,  and  either 
will  not,  or  more  probably  cannot,  understand  our  system,  which 
leads  to  increasing  references  to  me  to  know  the  motives  for 
ships  moving  from  one  part  of  the  coast  to  another. 

"  I  have  no  doubt  but  time,  and  a  better  acquaintance  with 
us,  will  allay,  if  not  entirely  remove,  these  suspicious  feelings, 
which  are  the  natural  consequences  of  past  events,  combined 
with  the  ignorance  to  which  I  refer  as  to  our  system.  In  the 
interim,  however,  it  is,  in  my  estimation,  highly  expedient  to 
give  as  little  cause  as  possible  for  exciting  such  feelings ;  and 
under  this  impression,  and  also  looking  to  the  disarrangement  in 
my  measures  which  has  arisen  from  Elepoo's  death,  and  which 
will  most  likely  call  Keying  to  this  part  of  China,  I  feel  it  to  be 
my  imperative  duty  to  beg  that  your  Excellency  will  not  send 
Her  Majesty's  ship  *  Agincourt '  to  the  northward,  and  that  if 
she  has  proceeded  there  you  will  have  her  recalled. 

'^  In  conclusion,  I  think  it  advisable,  with  reference  to  that 
part  of  your  Excellency's  letter  which  touches  on  piracy,  to 
forward  a  copy  of  my  despatch,  of  the  20th  instant,  to  Her 
Majesty's  Government." 


Inclosure  No.  1. 

**  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

"  Macao,  20th  March,  1843. 
'*  My  attention  has  been  attracted  to  a  decision  passed  by 
Her  Majesty's  Admiralty  Court  on  the  4th  November,  1842,  of 
which  I  forward  a  Memorandum,  taken  &om  the  '*  London  Mail " 
of  the  6th  December;  and  I  deem  it  to  be  my  bounden  duty 
to  bring  that  decision  under  the  immediate  consideration  of  Her 

2  M   2 
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Majesty's  Gk>vemment,  since  I  cannot  but  consider  the  principle 
on  wbicli  tlie  award  was  made  to  be  a  most  dangerons  prece- 
dent, and  an  encouragement  to  violent  and  nnauthorised 
measures  towards  the  subjects  of  the  Emperor  of  China. 

'*  The  assertion  made  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Admiralty 
Court  that  the  persons  killed  were  Malays,  is  positively  in- 
correct ;  and  I  have  great  doubts  whether  the  term  pirates 
could  be  lawfully  applied  to  them.  It  is  to  be  recollected 
that  we  were  at  the  moment  at  war  with  the  Gk>vemment  of 
China,  and  that  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  correctly,  or  to 
form  a  judgment  upon  the  nature  of  the  authority,  or  encourage- 
ment given  by  the  Emperor  of  China  to  his  subjects  to  attack 
and  annoy  all  boats  and  persons  holding  intercourse  with 
Chusan,  which  was  then  (in  1840,  not  1841,  as  stated  in  the 
trial)  in  our  possession. 

"  My  opinion  on  the  subject  of  piracy  (which  word  I  have 
used  for  want  of  a  better  one)  is  recorded  in  enclosures  of  my 
despatch  of  the  4th  December,  to  which  I  beg  to  respectfully 
refer  your  Lordship ;  also  to  enclosure  of  my  despatch  of  the 
6th  of  last  month;  and  to  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  letter 
which  I  wrote  to  Vice- Admiral  Sir  William  Parker  on  the  8th 
instant,  which  I  have  since  had  published  for  general  informa- 
tion. 

"  I  am  sure  that  Her  Majesty's  Qovemment  will  not  mis- 
understand my  motive  for  addressing  this  to  your  Lordship.  It 
must  never  be  overlooked  that  in  our  intercourse  with  China 
and  her  subjects  we  are  dealing  with  an  empire  and  people  who 
have  no  notion,  however  small,  of  international  law  and  right ; 
and  that  there  is  good  reason  for  supposing  that  the  vessels 
which  were  attacked  in  Chusan  Harbour  were  only  fulfilling  the 
Emperor's  orders  to  exterminate  the  barbarians." 

Inclosure  No.  2. 

"  Admiralty  Court,  4th  November. 

"  A  piratical  vessel — ^name  unknown. 

"  This  was  an  appHcation  on  the  part  of  Captain  Anderson, 

of  Her  Majesty's  ship  *  Pylades,'  his  officers  and  crew,  for  head 

and  bounty-money  for  the   destruction  of  a  pirate  vessel   in 

Chusan  Roads,  China.   It  appeared  that,  on  the  2Tst  July,  1841, 
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Captain  Anderson  detached  his  cutter  and  gig  after  three  pirate 
jnnks ;  they  came  up  with  them,  and,  in  an  action  of  twenty 
minutes,  in  which  two  of  the  *  Py lades' '  men  were  killed,  62  out 
of  100  of  the  pirates  (Malays)  were  killed.  As  soon  as  one  of  the 
junks  was  boarded,  the  surviving  Malays  jumped  overboard,  and 
were  either  drowned  or  killed  by  the  Chinese  inhabitants  on 
shore.  Two  of  the  junks  slipped  anchor,  and  escaped  in  the 
dark. 

"  Dr.  Lushington  said  there  was  enough  to  justify  him  in  pro- 
nouncing  the  junks  to  be  piratical,  as  they  had  been  so  designated 
by  Admiral  Elliot,  and  were  treated  as  such  by  the  Chinese 
inhabitants.  He  had  no  doubt,  therefore,  about  giving  20Z.  for 
the  52  persons  killed ;  but  as  to  those  who  jumped  overboard,  he 
was  not  satisfied  that  he  should  be  justified  in  pronouncing  for 
head-money  for  them,  since  the  Act  states  that  the  persons  should 
have  been  taken,  secured,  or  killed  by  Her  Majesty's  Officers. 
He  gave,  therefore,  20/.  for  each  of  the  52,  and  5/.  for  the 
rest." 

Inclosure  No.  3. 

From  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  to  Sir  William  Parker. 

Extract. 

"  Steam-frigate  *  Queen,'  at  Ningpo,  5th  November,  1842. 
"  With  regard  to  Captain  Chads*  proceedings  in  employing 
the  boats  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  at  Amoy  in  attacking  and 
destroying  towns,  and  levying  fines  on  them,  because  some  of 
their  (supposed)  inhabitants  had  been  engaged  in  acts  of  piracy, 
I  am  truly  sorry  to  read  of  such  unauthorised  and  indiscrimi- 
nately violent  acts,  which  inflict  loss  and  suffering  equally  on 
the  innocent  and  guilty.  It  was,  I  conceive,  no  part  of  Captain 
Chads'  duty  at  Amoy  to  attempt  to  repress  any  such  acts 
(unless  they  took  place  under  his  eye),  which  were  the  natural 
consequences  of  the  war  then  in  progress  ;  and  when  my  senti- 
ments on  the  subject  of  piracy  were  required  before  I  left  Hong 
Kong  to  rejoin  the  expedition  in  June  last,  I  then  stated  it  to  be 
my  opinion  that  every  boat  in  China  that  was  strong  enough, 
and  saw  an  opportunity,  was  ready  to  turn  pirate  for  the 
moment ;  that  we  had  no  right  or  pretence  to  follow  such  boats 
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into  ports,  and  there  destroy  them,  or  even  to  molest  them  at  sea, 
unless  they  were  seen  by  any  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  in  the  very 
act  of  committing  piracy,  in  which  case  the  common  rales  of 
humanity  would  authorise  and  call  on  us  to  protect  the  weak  by 
driving  off  the  piratical  Tessel,  and  sinking  her  if  she  made  any 
resistance. 

'*  I  request  your  Excellency  will  instruct  Captain  Chads  to 
this  effect ;  and  that  you  will  also  be  so  good  as  to  direct  him  to 
refrain  from  any  further  steps  about  the  prisoners,  Ac.,  Ac." 

(This  relates  to  the  crews  of  the  "  Ann  "  and  "  Nerbudda," 
prisoners  in  the  Island  of  Formosa.) 

Inclosure  No.  4. 
Extracts. 

From  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  to  Sir  William  Parker. 

"  Government  House,  Hong  Kong,  3rd  December,  1842. 
**  The  Governor- General  of  the  Fukien  and  Chekiang  pro- 
vinces, who  came  to  meet  me  at  Amoy,  unhesitatingly  said  that 
lie  was  quite  satisfied  that  Capta^in  Chads  had  acted  from  the 
best  motives ;  but,  in  making  this  admission,  his  Excellency  did 
not  attempt  to  disguise  that  serious  evils  had  taken  place  from 
the  measures  that  had  been  pursued." 


Inclosure  No.  5. 

From  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  to  Sir  William  Parher. 

"  Government  House,  Hong  Kong,  8th  November,  1842. 

"I  have  the  hpnour  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  the 
Chinese  (local)  authorities  are  about  to  take  active  measures  for 
the  total  suppression  of  piracy,  in  which  I  had  offered  to  co- 
operate with  them,  but  which  co-operation  they  have,  for  the 
present  at  least,  civilly  declined,  and  that  I  have  been,  for  some 
days  past,  in  communication  with  the  principal  Mandarin 
entrusted  by  the  Viceroy  at  Canton  with  the  general  superin- 
tendence of  this  service. 

"  Their  plan  appears  to  be  to  fit  out  ten  or  twenty  fishing- 
boats  as  cruisers,  with  orders  to  detain  any  boats  of  a  suspicious 
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appearance,  or  tliat  have  any  unusual  number  of  arms  or  armed 
men  on  board,  and  to  convey  them  either  to  Kowloon  or  some 
other  of  the  various  ports  in  this  neighbourhood,  for  minute 
investigation  and  punishment,  where  that  may  be  found  re- 
quisite. 

^'Most  (if  not  all)  of  these  cruisers  are  to  have  ling^uists 
on  board  who  speak  a  little  English ;  and  the  principal  Man- 
darin has  this  morning  sent  to  me  to  say  that  he  apprehends 
that  the  pirate  boats  (some  of  which  are  already  well  known  to 
the  local  officers)  may  take  refuge  in  the  harbour  of  Hong  Kong, 
when  they  find  themselves  f erretted  out  of  their  present  haunts 
or  closely  pursued,  in  which  case  he  begs  to  know  what  is  to  be 
done. 

"  I  have  replied  that  I  would  intimate  to  your  Excellency  the 
measures  in  progress,  and  request  you  to  give  the  necessary 
instructions  to  all  Her  Majesty's  ships  at  this  station  to  aid  the 
Chinese  cruisers,  on  application  being  made  for  assistance^  in 
seizing  and  conveying  to  Kowloon  any  suspected  boats  that 
may  be  traced  or  followed  into  this  harbour. 

'*  Should  the  suspected  boats  run  in  close  and  anchor,  and 
their  crews  desert  them,  the  Chinese  authorities  will  in  such 
cases  go  to  the  chief  or  marine  magistrates,  and  those  officers  (if 
unable  to  render  the  required  assistance  from  their  own  limited 
establishments)  will  apply,  either  to  one  of  Her  Majesty's  ships 
or  to  the  military  authorities  on  shore,  according  to  circum- 
stances. 

"  If  the  Chinese  Government  can  efficiently  carry  through 
the  measures  I  have  detailed  above,  I  consider  it  very  desirable 
that  it  should  be  left  to  do  so ;  but  I  have,  nevertheless  (from  an 
apprehension  of  a  failure),  apprised  the  Mandarin  that  I  will, 
at  any  time,  be  ready  to  take  a  part  in  the  operations,  agreeable 
to  my  original  proposal  (of  which  I  enclose  a  printed  copy),  and 
in  that  event  I  will  again  address  your  Excellency. 

"A  copy  of  this  letter  will  be  sent  to  Major- General  Lord 
Saltoun,  commanding  the  forces." 
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Copy  of  the  printed  Faj^er  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing  Letter, 

From  the  "  Friend  of  China  and  Hong  Kong  Grazette,"  Febmaij 

2nd,  1843. 

"Suppression  of  Pieacy. 

'*  Extract  from  a  Memo,  addressed  to  the  Imperial  Commis- 
sioners. 

^'  A  question  that  urgently  calls  for  the  most  serious  and 
immediate  consideration  is  the  extent  to  which  piracy  has  lately 
increased  in  the  Canton  river  and  islands  situated  on  its  estuary, 
and  which,  if  not  speedily  checked,  will  very  shortly  put  a  stop 
to  all  intercourse  except  in  vessels  of  war,  and  has  already 
obliged  every  boat  that  plies  to  be  armed  and  manned  for  the 
purpose  of  defence. 

"  The  Plenipotentiary  is  prepared  to  unite  with  the  Pro- 
vincial Government  in  any  plan  that  may  be  thought  advisable 
towards  suppressing  this  evil,  and  he  thinks  that  might  be  best 
done  by  simultaneous  and  preconcerted  measures ;  the  first  step 
of  which  would  be  each  of  the  Governments  sending  two  or 
three  fast-sailing  and  well-armed  boats  to  cruise  against  the 
pirates ;  the  second,  that  the  Chinese  Government  should  send 
Mandarins  to  the  different  islands  to  register  and  number  the 
boats ;  the  third,  to  proclaim  that  any  boat  found  at  sea  afber  a 
certain  period  without  a  register  and  number  would  be  con- 
fiscated ;  the  fourth,  to  warn  all  persons  from  the  present 
universal  practice  of  purchasing  passports  from  the  pirates ;  and 
the  fifth,  for  the  Chinese  Government  to  visit  all  cases  of  piracy, 
in  which  the  pirates  may  be  taken,  with  signal  and  instant 
punishment. 

"  As  British  ships-of-war,  or  vessels  rigged  in  the  European 
style,  are  sure  to  alarm  the  pirate  boats,  and  enable  them  to 
escape,  the  Plenipotentiary  is  willing  to  purchase  and  fit  out 
vessels  of  the  build  and  rig  in  this  part  of  China  the  moment 
a  plan  of  proceeding  is  fixed  upon.  And  the  Plenipotentiary 
hopes  that  even  the  most  desperate  characters  would  not  long 
venture  to  show  themselves  against  the  combined  ^orts  of  the 
two  Governments.'* 
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"  To  Sir  Henry  Pottinger. 

"  *  Comwallis,'  at  Hong  Kong,  2nd  April,  1843. 

"  I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's 
letters  of  the  31st  ultimo. 

'*  I  shall  not  fail  to  forward  for  the  information  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  the  number  and  distribution 
of  the  naval  force  which  your  Excellency  proposes  for  China. 
I  have  not  at  present  the  number  of  ships  specified  at  my  dis- 
posal; but  I  think  the  proposed  arrangement  may  be  carried 
into  effect  without  any  material  reinforcement  from  England, 
by  substituting  one  of  the  smaller  troop  ships  at  Chusan,  Amoy, 
and  Hong  Kong,  which,  I  am  of  opinion,  would  answer  most,  if 
not  all  the  purposes,  required  of  a  sloop-of-war,  with  the 
advantage  of  employing  them  for  the  conveyance  of  troops 
or  stores  when  so  required. 

"  The  *  Agincourt '  has  not  sailed  to  the  northward  ;  and  for 
the  reasons  stated  by  your  Excellency,  I  shall  postpone  sending 
her  thither  at  present;  but  I  would  beg  the  favour  of  your 
Excellency,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  to  prepare  the  Chinese 
Government  for  the  necessary  occasional  visits  of  Her  Majesty's 
ships  to  the  stations  held  by  our  troops,  which  for  many  reasons 
connected  with  the  naval  service  is  very  desirable.  I  have  no 
wish  to  send  them  in  any  other  direction,  or  to  excite  alarm  in 
the  Chinese;  and  I  feel  assured  that  your  Excellency  will  concur 
in  the  expediency  of  the  communications  wit<h  the  squadron 
being  kept  freely  open  to  the  senior  naval  officer  on  the  coast 
at  every  point  where  Her  Majesty's  ships  or  troops  may  be 
stationed. 

"  On  the  subject  of  piracy,  to  which  your  Excellency  alludes, 
I  have  furnished  to  the  senior  officers  of  detached  stations  a 
copy  of  your  letter  of  the  8th  ultimo,  and  issued  a  general 
memorandum  on  the  12th  March  applicable  to  the  localities  at 
Hong  Kong." 


"  To  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

Extract. 

"  10th  April,  1843. 
"  In  my  letters  of  the  29th  ultimo  and  3rd  instant,  I  trans- 
mitted, for  their  Lordships'   information,  the  correspondence 
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which  had  taken  place  between  Her  Majesiy's  Plenipotentiary 
and  myself,  on  the  subject  of  the  disposition  of  the  squadron 
under  my  command ;  and  have  now  to  add  three  more  letters  in 
continuation,  by  which  their  Lordships  will  see  that  I  have 
endeayoured  to  meet  his  Excellency's  wishes,  as  far  as  I  am 
able,  with  the  force  at  my  disposal." 


From  Sir  Henry  PoUinger. 

"  Grovemment  House,  Hong  Kong,  6th  April,  1843. 

**  I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
Excellency's  letter  of  the  2nd  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the 
31st  ultimo. 

"  Considering  the  arrangements  to  be  made  at  the  different 
ports  to  be  frequented  by  our  merchants  to  be  of  the  most  vital 
importance  to  the  interests  of  both  England  and  China,  as  on 
them  will  depend  in  a  great  d^ree  the  ultimate  success  or 
otherwise  of  aU  my  measures,  past  and  future,  for  giving  effect 
to  the  Treaty,  I  am  unwillingly  obliged  to  dissent  from  your 
Excellency's  opinion  as  to  the  substitution  of  small  troop  ships 
for  brigs  or  sloops-of-war  at  those  ports ;  and  as  the  vessels  so 
employed  must  not,  I  conceive,  leave  their  stations  even  for  an 
hour,  unless  relieved,  the  advantage  of  employing  them  in  the 
conveyance  of  troops  or  stores  would,  I  apprehend,  be  altogether 
nugatory. 

**  I  have  forwarded,  for  the  information  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  copies  of  my  letter,  and  the  inclosed  scale  and 
distribution  for  Her  Majesty's  ships  in  the  China  seas;  and 
I  can  hardly  doubt  but  that  the  necessary  steps  will  be  imme- 
diately taken  to  enable  your  Excellency  to  comply  with  iihe 
latter,  as  Lord  Aberdeen  had  intimated  before  the  last  mail 
came  away,  in  answer  to  certain  memorials  that  had  been 
addressed  to  him,  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  will  spare  no 
exertion  to  protect  and  promote  the  legal  trade  of  Her  Majesty's 
subjects  resorting  to  China,  &c.  Should  it,  therefore,  be  in  your 
power  to  arrange  even  temporarily,  by  the  detention  of  any  of 
the  ships  that  are  about  to  be  relieved,  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  taking  upon  myself  the  responsibility  of  begging  you  will  be 
good  enough  to  do  so. 
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"  I  have  already  mf ormed  yotu-  Excellency,  in  a  private  form, 
that'  I  will,  on  the  arrival  of  another  Imperial  Conunissioner, 
explain  to  him  more  fully  than  there  has  hitherto  been  occasion 
or  opportunity  for  doing,  the  system  which  obtains  in  the 
different  branches  of  the  British  service ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
looking  to  the  strange  and  unprecedented  nature  of  our  new 
intercourse  with  China,  and  to  the  wonderful  Government  and 
people  with  whom  we  have  to  deal,  I  cannot  but  feel  (to  quote 
the  words  of  Lord  Aberdeen)  ^  that  at  the  commencement  of 
the  new  era  which  is  about  to  open  to  British  trade  in  China,  it 
is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  feelings  and  prejudices  of 
the  Chinese  authorities  and  people,  as  far  as  possible,  be  re- 
spected :'  and,  therefore,  I  am  almost  prepared  to  expect,  that 
that  unrestricted  and  free  communication  with  the  coast  by 
ships-of-war,  which  would  be  perfectly  proper  and  fully  under- 
stood in  every  other  country  on  the  face  of  the  globe  save 
China,  will  here  have  to  be  modified,  so  far  as  to  depend  on 
previous  intimation  through  Her  Majesty's  Chief  Civil  Authority. 

*'  I  trust  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  officially  to  repeat 
what  I  have  already  said  privately,  that  it  is  my  anxious  wish 
and  study  not  to  interfere  in  the  smallest  manner  with  any  of 
your  Excellency's  plans  and  arrangements  within  your  widely 
extended  command;  that  I  have  always  hitherto  guided  my 
intercourse  with  your  Excellency  on  this  principle;  and  that  I 
only  now  deviate  from  that  principle,  as  far  as  regards  China, 
from  the  conviction  that  it  is  no  longer  possible  to  strictly  abide 
by  it,  consistently  with  the  gracious  commands  of  the  Queen, 
which  have  reached  me  by  Lieutenant- Colonel  Malcolm." 


"  To  Sir  Henry  Pottinger. 

"  *  Comwallis,'  at  Hong  Kong,  6th  April,  1843. 

**I  have  just  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Excellency's 
letter  of  yesterday's  date,  by  which  I  imagine  that  you  have 
misapprehended  the  proposal  I  made  in  my  letter  of  the  2nd 
instant,  to  which  you  advert. 

"  If  your  Excellency  will  do  me  the  favour  to  re-peruse  that 
letter,  I  think  you  will  perceive  that  I  did  not  contemplate  the 
substitution  of  troop-ships  at  either  of  the  five  ports  of  trade 
for  sloops-of-war;  but  that  they  might  with  propriety  and  safety 
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be  stationed  at  Ghnsan,  Amoj,  and  Hong  Kong,  to  snpport  the 
Britisli  garriflons  at  those  places.  And  as  a  frigate  wonld  be 
stationed  at  Amoj  or  at  Golongsao,  which  is  closely  approach- 
able hj  a  vessel  of  that  size,  I  was  led  to  hope  that  the  captain 
of  her  could  have  attended  to  the  duties  of  aiding  the  coni« 
mercial  intercourse,  while  the  troop-ship  would  be  equally  avail- 
able as  a  sloop-of-war  for  any  other  duty  connected  with  the 
occupation  of  Golongsao. 

"  It  never  was  my  intention  to  assign  the  delicate  duties  at 
the  ports  of  trade  to  officers  of  the  rank  of  master,  by  whom  the 
troop-ships  are  commanded.  I  meant,  in  short,  to  explain  to 
your  Excellency  that  I  could,  with  the  force  now  at  my  disposal, 
provide  a  sloop  or  brig-of-war,  to  be  stationed  at  Canton,  Foo- 
choo-foo,  Ningpo,  and  Shanghai,  for  the  special  duties  of  aiding 
the  consular  officers,  as  you  desired,  and  leave  Chusan,  Go- 
longsao, and  Hong  Kong  also  sufficiently  protected,  by  placing 
one  of  the  small  troop-ships  at  those  three  places,  in  addition  to 
the  frigates  and  steam-vessels  appropriated  for  the  support  of 
the  garrisons. 

"  My  desire  was  to  meet  the  object  of  your  Excellency 
without  disturbing  the  proper  reliefs  of  the  ships  under  my 
command. 

"  I  shall  be  quite  ready,  as  I  flatter  myself  I  have  ever  been, 
to  make  any  arrangement  within  my  power  that  is  required  for 
the  public  service;  but  several  of  the  sloops  have  already  so 
much  exceeded  the  periods  which  the  seamen  are  usually  kept 
in  commission,  that  it  is  very  desirable,  and  in  conformity  with 
the  instructions  of  the  Admiralty,  that  they  should  be  sent 
home  as  soon  as  possible ;  but  your  Excellency  may  be  assured 
that  I  shall  not  relieve  one  of  them  from  the  station  before  it  is 
absolutely  required. 

"  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  understand  that,  in  keeping 
up  the  communication  with  the  ships  under  my  orders,  I  have 
no  wish  to  send  vessels  to  the  ports  which  are  not  occupied  by 
our  land  forces  without  such  intimation  as  you  may  deem  neces- 
sary ;  but  I  cannot  suppose  that  it  is  your  desire  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's ships  shall  not  pass  freely  between  Hong  Kong,  Gt)long8ao, 
and  Chusan,  which  are  held  by  the  British  forces.'* 
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From  Sir  Henry  Fottmger. 

**  Government  House,  Hong  Kong,  7th  April,  1848. 

*'I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
Excellency's  letter  of  yesterday's  date;  and,  in  assuring  you 
that  it  is  to  me  quite  satis&ctory  as  to  the  arrangements  you 
propose  making  at  the  different  ports  to  be  opened  to  our  mer- 
chants, I  beg  to  apologise  for  the  misapprehension  into  which 
I  fell  regarding  the  small  troop -ships,  and  for  the  unnecessary 
trouble  which  I  have  thereby  caused  to  your  Excellency.  I  need 
only  now  say  that  I  have  no  doubt  but  they  will  be  found 
to  answer  every  present  purpose,  though,  for  political  reasons, 
unconnected  in  any  way  with  China,  I  think  it  probable  that 
they  will  hereafter  be  replaced  by  frigates  from  England. 

*'  There  can  be  not  the  smallest  objection  to  the  communica- 
tion being  carried  on  in  ships  of  a  small  class  between  Hong 
Kong,  Amoy,  and  Ghusan,  whenever  the  public  service  may 
require  it ;  but,  just  at  this  time,  I  am  certain  that  the  appear- 
ance of  any  large  ship,  commanded  by  officers  of  high  rank, 
would  excite  alarm,  and  give  strength  to  reports  which,  not  only 
the  Chinese,  but  too  many  of  our  own  countrymen,  are  ready  to 
circulate,  and  which  it  is  very  desirable  to  prevent  as  far  as 
possible." 


From  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty, 

"  Admiralty,  29th  August,  1843. 
"  With  reference  to  your  letters  of  the  29th  March  last,  of 
the  3rd  April,  and  of  the  10th  of  April  last,  with  their  several 
enclosures,  I  am  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty  to  send  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Earl 
of  Aberdeen  to  the  Earl  of  Haddington,  dated  the  24th  instant, 
and  of  his  Lordship's  letter  of  the  same  date  addressed  to  Sir 
Henry  Pottinger ;  and  I  am  to  state  to  you  that  you  will  see  by 
those  letters  the  view  taken  by  the  Government  of  the  relative 
duties  to  be  discharged  by  you,  and  by  Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  in 
your  respective  stations,  under  which  explanatory  instructions 
you  may  expect  from  time  to  time  to  receive  from  Sir  Henry 
Pottinger  intimation  of  the  objects  he  is  desirous  of  securing  by 
naval  aid  or  protection,  and  of  any  particular  points  or  places  he 
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may  require  to  be  watched ;  and  it  will  remain  for  yon  to  select 
the  ships  and  force  to  attain  those  objects  to  the  extent  the  force 
under  your  command  may  enable  you,  having  due  regard  to  the 
additional  necessary  demands  upon  you  &om  other  portions  of 
the  station  under  your  charge  ;  bearing  always  in  mind  that  for 
some  time  to  come  it  is  most  important  to  allot  to  the  coast  of 
China  such  number  of  ships-of-war  as  may  fully  secure,  under 
your  management,  the  objects  pointed  out  to  you  by  Sir  Henry 
Pottinger;  and  also  that  you  should  not  direct  any  increased 
force  (such  as  that  of  a  line-of -battle  ship)  to  appear  suddenly 
OD  any  part  of  the  Chinese  coast  without  previous  communica- 
tion with  Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  and  obtaining  his  concurrence 
in  such  measure. 

"  My  Lords  feel  convinced  that  the  enclosed  docaments  from 
Lord  Aberdeen  will  prove  entirely  satisfactory  to  you  on  the 
points  adverted  to  in  yoor  letters  before  stated.  And  they  have 
the  fullest  reliance  on  your  discretion,  and  in  your  disposition 
so  to  carry  on  the  service  in  conjunction  with  Sir  Henry  Pottin- 
ger that  the  interests  confided  to  you  both  may  be  promoted ; 
and  the  objects  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  obtained  by  your 
mutual  confidence,  and  the  good  understanding  prevailing 
between  you. 

"  I  have,  Ac. 

"  JOHN  BARROW." 


From  the  Ea/rl  of  Aberdeen  to  the  Earl  of  Haddington, 

**  Foreign  Office,  24th  August,  1843. 

**  I  have  had  under  my  consideration  your  Lordship's  obser- 
vations, and  those  of  Sir  Q-eorge  Cockbum,  respecting  the 
amount  and  distribution  of  the  naval  force  to  be  maintained  in 
the  China  seas,  which  have  been  called  for  by  the  late  accounts 
from  that  quarter. 

*'  I  must  state  to  your  Lordship,  in  the  first  place,  that  some 
misapprehension  appears  to  me  to  prevail  as  to  the  extent  to 
which  it  was  intended  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  Sir 
Henry  Pottinger  should  control  the  movements  and  operations 
of  that  force.  It  certainly  was  not  contemplated  that  the 
management  of  the  details  of  the  naval  service  in  China  should 
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be  superadded  to  the  many  other  weighty  matters  with  which 
Sir  Henry  Pottinger  is  called  upon  to  deal.  But  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  Secretary  of  State  intimates  to  the  Board  of 
Admiralty  the  views  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  as  to  the 
amount  of  naval  force  which  should  be  maintained  in  the  opera- 
tions which  should  be  undertaken  in  any  particular  quarter, 
leaving  it  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty  to  decide  upon  the  arrange- 
ments and  the  details  which  the  execution  of  those  views  may 
involve, — so  it  was  the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
that  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  should  have  authority  over  Her 
Majesty's  naval  forces  in  the  China  seas  to  that  extent,  although 
the  arrangements  which  might  be  necessary  for  giving  effect  to 
his  wishes,  as  well  as  other  details  connected  with  the  mainten* 
ance  of  the  efficiency  of  the  naval  service,  would  rest  exclu- 
sively with  the  Admiral,  and  be  regulated  under  that  officer's 
responsibility. 

**  It  is  very  possible  that  the  misapprehension  to  which  I 
allude  may  in  part  be  traced  to  the  application  made  by  Sir 
Henry  Pottinger  to  Sir  William  Parker,  on  the  18th  March,  for 
information  as  to  the  distribution  of  Her  Majesty's  naval  forces 
in  China,  and  the  orders  under  which  they  were  acting,  and  also 
to  the  fact  of  his  having  interfered  to  prevent  the  departure  of 
Her  Majesty's  ship  *  Agincourt '  to  the  northward.  It  appears, 
however,  not  unnatural  that  Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  feeling  the 
responsibility  which  rested  upon  him  of  maintaining  a  good 
intercourse  with  the  Chinese  Government,  should  desire  to  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  points  above  adverted  to,  on  which  so 
much  connected  with  the  peculiar  attributes  of  his  own  position 
necessarily  depended  ;  and  it  was  no  less  natural  that  Sir  Henry 
Pottinger  should  demur  to  the  intended  movement  of  so  large  a 
ship  as  the  *  Agincourt '  to  the  northward,  with  the  knowledge 
which  he  possessed  of  the  sensitiveness  of  the  Chinese  authori- 
ties, and  the  opinion  which  he  entertained  of  the  probable  effects 
of  such  a  measure.  Indeed,  allowing  full  latitude  to  the  Admiral 
for  the  arrangement  of  the  details  of  his  squadron.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  would  not  consider  it  consistent  with  that  view  of 
the  case  that  the  Admiral  should  move  in  force  on  any  part  of 
the  coast  of  China  without  the  concurrence  of  the  Plenipoten- 
tiary, or  should  undertake  any  such  operation,  for  instance,  as 
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« 

Captain  Hope,  of  Her  Majesty's  skip  '  Thalia,'  with,  great  zeal, 
but  under  an  error  in  judgment,  authorised,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Ghusan,  without  previously  ascertaining  how  such  an 
operation  would  be  viewed  by  the  Plenipotentiary,  and  guiding 
himself  accordingly. 

"  Your  Lordship  will  observe  that  the  interference  of  Sir 
Henry  Pottinger  only  applies  to  that  part  of  Her  Majesty's  naval 
forces  actually  on  the  coast  of  China,  and  so  long  as  they  remain 
on  the  coast ;  but  it  certainly  is  not  intended  that  Sir  Henry 
Pottinger  should  interfere  to  prevent  the  Admiral  from  detach- 
ing to  other  parts  of  his  station  such  ships  as  he  may  deem 
advisable,  bearing  in  mind  the  responsibility  which  devolves 
upon  him  of  providing  ef&ciently  for  the  performance  of  those 
services  on  the  coast  of  China  which  the  Plenipotentiary  may 
require  him  to  execute. 

"  This  brings  me  to  the  remaining  consideration  of  the  amount 
of  naval  force  which  shall  be  maintained  in  China,  and  to  the 
opinion  which  the  Board  of  Admiralty  entertain  that  the  requisi- 
tions of  Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  if  strictly  complied  with,  might  lead 
either  to  the  neglect  of  other  important  points  of  the  East  India 
Station,  or  to  the  necessity  of  reinforcing  the  squadron  in  those 
seas.  It  appears  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty 
that  both  these  alternatives  might  be  avoided  by  dealing  with 
the  requisitions  of  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  in  spirit  rather  than  in 
letter. 

''  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  has  stated  that,  in  his  opinion,  a  ship- 
of-war  should  be  permanently  assigned  to  each  of  the  five  ports 
opened  to  British  trade.  The  Board  of  Admiralty  conceive  that 
the  object  which  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  has  in  view,  namely,  the 
protection  of  British  commerce  and  .the  control  over  British 
seamen,  might  as  effectually  be  provided  for  by  a  more  limited 
degree  of  superintendence  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  naval 
forces.  And  they  conceive  that  a  general  intimation,  on  the 
part  of  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  to  the  Admiral  of  his  views  as 
io  the  extent  to  which  such  protection  and  control  would  be 
necessary,  would  ensure  the  objects  which  Sir  Henry  Pottinger 
might  have  in  view,  while,  at  the  same  time,  it  would  leave  the 
Admiral  free  to  make  his  own  arrangements  for  giving  effect  to 
Sir  Henry  Pottinger's  wishes,  and  would  admit  of  his  doing  so 
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by  appropriating  to  the  service  a  less  amoimt  of  force  than 
would  otherwise  be  required. 

'*  In  the  ignorance  under  which  I  necessarily  labour  of  the 
details  of  naval  matters,  I  readily  defer  to  the  opinion  of  the 
Admiralty  on  matters  so  peculiarly  within  their  province ;  and  I 
will  only  observe  that  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  has  formed  a  right 
estimate  of  the  wishes  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  the 
legal  commerce  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  their  lives  and  proper, 
ties,  should  be  protected  in  China ;  that  evil-disposed  subjects  of 
Her  Majesty  should  be  effectually  restrained  from  riotous  and 
disorderly  conduct  in  the  ports  of  China  open  to  the  British 
trade,  and  that  every  exertion  should  be  made,  which  can 
properly  be  made,  to  promote  a  cordial  intercourse  with  the 
people  and  authorities  of  China,  and  the  maintenance  of  re- 
lations with  that  Empire  on  the  most  amicable  footing.  I 
propose  to  transmit  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Sir  Henry  Pottinger, 
for  his  information  and  guidance. 

'*  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  seen,  with  the  most  entire 
approval  and  satisfaction,  the  zealous  and  cordial  manner  in 
which  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  and  the  Admiral  have  co-operated 
with  each  other  for  the  promotion  of  the  best  interests  of  Her 
Majesty's  service  in  that  remote  quarter,  and  they  would  be  con- 
tent to  trust  to  the  mutual  good  feeling  of  those  disfinguished 
officers  for  the  continuance  of  that  harmony  which  has  hitherto 
characterised  their  intercourse  with  each  other.  But  as  an 
additional,  though  doubtless  a  superfluous,  security,  Her  Ma- 
jesty's CKivemment  have  thought  it  right  that  their  relation  to 
each  other,  in  matters  in  which  they  are  mutually  called  upon  to 
take  part,  should  be  distinctly  and  authoritatively  explained  to 
them.  And  it  is  for  this  purpose  that  I  have  entered  so  much  at 
length  into  the  subject. 

"I  enclose  a  copy  of  my  despatch  to  Sir  Henry  Pottinger, 
transmitting  to  him  a  copy  of  this  letter." 


From  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Sir  Henry  Pottinger. 

"  Foreign  Office,  24th  August,  1843. 
"  Your  late  despatches  upon  the  subject  of  the  naval  force  to 
be  maintained  in  China  have  been  attentively  considered  by  Her 
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Majesty's  Government,  and  they  ooncnr  in  yonr  opinion  as  to  the 
necessity,  at  least  for  the  present,  of  keeping  up  a  very  efficient 
force  in  the  China  seas. 

"It  appears,  however,  that  no  small  inconvenience  might 
arise  from  the  literal  adherence  to  the  plan  suggested  by  yon,  of 
permanently  attaching  a  ship-of-war  to  the  service  of  each  of  the 
five  ports,  while  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty  that 
the  objects  which  yon  have  in  view  might  be  at  least  as 
effectually  secured  by  leaving  the  manner  of  accomplishing  them 
to  the  direction  of  Sir  William  Parker. 

*'  The  result  of  my  communication  with  the  Board  of  Admi- 
ralty on  this  matter  is  contained  in  my  letter  to  Lord  Hadding- 
ton, of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed.  The  first  part  of  this  letter 
applies,  as  you  will  perceive,  to  the  question  of  the  extent  to 
which  Her  Majesty's  G-ovemment  intended  that  the  control  of 
Her  Majesty's  naval  forces  in  the  China  seas  should  rest  with 
you.  My  letter  contains  so  full  an  explanation  on  this  point 
that  I  have  nothing  more  to  say  to  you  upon  it,  except  that 
I  rely  implicitly  upon  your  judgment,  as  well  to  appreciate  the 
distinctions  which  I  have  laid  down  as  to  carry  out  the  peculiar 
functions  assigned  in  it  to  yourself,  in  the  manner  which  may  be 
nLOst  agreeable  to  the  distinguished  officer  with  whom  you  will 
have  to  communicate." 


'<  To  the  Earl  of  Auckland. 

"  *  Comwallis,'  Hong  Kong,  April  9th,  1843. 

"  Amongst  the  numerous  congratulations  which  I  have  re- 
ceived from  kind  friends  on  the  result  of  our  operations  in  this 
quarter,  there  have  been  none,  believe  me,  which  have  been 
more  acceptable  and  gp:tttifying  to  my  feelings  than  yonr  appre- 
ciation of  our  exertions. 

'*  I  may  now,  without  a  suspicion  of  adulation,  avow  the  ad- 
miration with  which  I  read  your  earliest  suggestions  for  entering 
on  the  late  contest,  with  the  various  ramifications  of  supplying 
and  concentrating  the  forces  at  points  approachable  only  at.  par- 
ticular seasons  of  the  year,  and  when  I  became  a  party  to  the 
operations,  I  could  not  but  perceive  the  soundness  of  every 
measure  propounded  by  your  Lordship. 
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"  To  your  liberal  recommendation  of  i-einforcements  for  the 
campaign  of  1842,  and  indefatigable  efforts  in  forwarding  tbem 
to  their  destination,  were  we  indebted  for  the  triumphant  issue 
of  the  war ;  and  I  think  it  will  be  satisfactory  to  you  to  know 
that  the  kind  interest  which  you  took  in  our  success,  and  the 
encouragement  given  to  all,  whilst  the  control  remained  in  your 
hands,  was  generally  and  thankfully  acknowledged  by  every 
individual  of  the  combined  forces. 

"  I  never  entertained  a  doubt  that  a  descent  in  the  Peiho 
with  our  whole  force  must  have  produced  the  same  decisive  end 
that  was  effected  in  the  Yang-tse-kiang,  but  looking  to  the 
disadvantage  of  a  shoal  bar  at  the  entrance  of  the  river,  and  the 
almost  impracticability  of  landing  a  single  soldier  outside  the 
Peiho ;  the  distance  from  which  our  supplies  were  to  be  drawn  ;* 
the  strong  works  erected  by  the  Chinese  within  the  bar;  the 
impossibility  of  getting  any  of  the  large  ships  to  co-operate  with 
the  army ;  and  the  probable  increase  of  sickness,  I  could  not  but 
prefer  the  Yang-tse-kiang  as  the  scene  of  first  operations, 
intending  if  the  blockade  of  the  Grand  Canal,  and  occupation  of 
their  cities  in  that  river  had  not  equalled  our  hopes,  to  have  sent 
a  squadron  immediately  to  the  northward  with  steamers,  to 
seal  up  the  Peiho  mouth,  and  establish  ourselves  (for  the  earliest 
movements  in  1843)  at  the  Miatan  Islands.  Everything,  how* 
ever,  favoured  the  course  wo  adopted,  and  I  trust  the  advantages 
anticipated  will  be  fully  realised  to  the  country. 

**  The  settlement  of  the  Tariff  has  unfortunately  been  de- 
layed by  the  death  of  poor  old  Elepoo,  who  was  sent  to 
Canton  to  arrange  this  business  with  Sir  Henry  Pottinger.  I 
believe  the  preliminaries  were  adjusted.  We  have,  however, 
now  to  await  the  arrival  of  Keying,  the  Chief  Bigh  Commis- 
sioner, who  is  appointed  to  succeed  Elepoo,  and  as  he  is  an  able 
man,  and  sufficiently  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  re-esta- 
blishing peace,  everything  will,  I  trust,  terminate  satisfactorily. 
The  English  are  well  received  everywhere,  possibly  more  from 
fear  than  friendship ;  it  is  nevertheless  astonishing  to  witness 
the  total  absence  of  any  vindictive  feeling  arising  &om  the  late 
hostilities. 

"  Hong  Kong  is  thriving  prodigiously,  and  must  soon  become 
a  place  of  vast  wealth  and  importance.     I  was  very  glad  that 

2  N  2 
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Frederick  Grey  came  in  for  the  close  of  our  work.  The  *  En- 
djTiiioii '  is  again  in  the  north-west  of  India ;  but  if  the  indem- 
nification instahnent  for  this  year  is  to  be  sent  to  England,  I 
shall,  if  possible,  arrange  that  she  carries  a  portion  of  the  trea- 


sure.*' 


**  To  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

" '  Comwallifl,*  at  Hong  Kong,  26th  Jnly,  1843. 

*'  It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  feel  compelled  to  forward,  for 
their  Lordships'  consideration,  the  accompanying  copies  of  a 
correspondence  which  has  taken  place  between  his  Excellency 
Sir  Henry  Pottinger  and  myself,  relative  to  the  powers  with 
which  he  has  been  invested  for  the  supreme  direction  of  affairs 
in  China,  and  my  position  as  the  Naval  Commander-in-Chief,  to 
which  his  Excellency  has  also  deemed  it  expedient  to  call  th(> 
attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

"  From  the  period  that  his  Excellency  received,  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel MalcolnL,  the  instructions  which  delegated  to  him 
these  powers,  he  seemed  disposed  to  arrogate  to  himself  more 
authority  in  the  detail  duties  of  the  squadron  than  I  have  been 
taught  to  consider  in  unison  with  the  long-established  regulations 
of  the  Navy,  or  ever  heard  of  in  practice.  It  has  been  my 
anxious  desire,  however,  to  meet  his  requisitions  for  the  public 
service,  and  all  minor  arrangements,  promptly  and  cheerfully; 
and,  although  I  could  not  but  apprehend  that  the  course  his 
Excellency  seemed  inclined  to  pursue  would  gradually  reduce 
the  position  of  Naval  Commander-in-Chief  in  these  seas  to  a  mere 
cypher,  I  still  flattered  myself,  from  the  friendly  intercourse 
which  subsisted  between  us,  that  any  little  deviations  from  the 
Naval  rules  or  customary  forms,  caused  by  his  Excellency,  might 
be  BO  far  parried  or  reconciled  as  to  prevent  any  serious  infringe- 
ment of  the  unanimity  and  good  feeling  with  which  the  different 
branches  of  the  public  service  have  been  conducted  in  China; 
but  I  was  startled  by  his  Excellency's  letter,  of  the  6th  instant, 
requesting  me  to  instruct  Captain  Pepper,*  the  oldest  Officer 

*  Captain  Pepper  carried  the  Broad  Pendent  of  the  Com- 
modore in  the  Indian  Navy,  in  virtue  of  his  seniority. 
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afloat  of  the  Indian  Navj,  commanding  the  'Akbar'  steam- 
vessel,  not  only  to  obey  orders  he  may  receive  from  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Malcolm,  with  regard  to  certain  contingencies  therein 
expressed,  during  their  voyage  to  Suez,  but  on  any  other  unfore- 
seen point  connected  with  Her  Majesty's  Service. 

'^  The  orders  and  regulations  of  the  Indian  Navy  so  nearly 
correspond  with  those  of  Her  Majesty's  that  it  has  been  my 
study  to  avoid,  as  much  as  possible,  any  distinction  with  regard 
to  the  proper  observance  of  discipline,  and  the  general  duties  of 
the  ships  placed  under  my  orders  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  Admiralty  and  the  Indian  Gk)vemment ;  I,  therefore,  felt  it 
incumbent  on  me  to  address  the  letter  No.  2  to  Her  Majesty's 
Plenipotentiary,  which,  I  am  sorry  to  add,  produced  his  answer, 
No.  3,  and  my  rejoinder.  No.  4. 

*'  I  would  fain  avoid  trespassing  on  their  Lordships'  time  with 
30  much  explanatory  matter ;  but  I  entreat  their  attentive  consi- 
deration of  the  various  points  referred  to,  earnestly  hoping  they 
will  find  that  in  my  anxious  desire  to  preserve  inviolate  the 
regulations  and  customs  of  Her  Majesty's  Navy,  wherein  I  have 
served  with  pride  upwards  of  fifty  years,  I  have  not  exposed 
myself  to  the  censure  of  disregarding  any  part  of  the  orders  of 
their  Lordships,  intimated  to  me  by  Her  Majesty's  commands. 

*'  Sensibly  aware  of  the  delicate  position  in  which  I  am  placed, 
I  have  already  transmitted  for  their  Lordship's  information  much 
of  the  official  correspondence  which  has  passed  between  Sir 
Henry  Pottinger  and  myself ;  and  I  can  have  no  desire  to  with- 
hold any,  whether  public  or  otherwise,  except  to  spare  them  the 
fatigue  of  perusal. 

'*  The  points  of  his  Excellency's  letter  of  the  I8th  instant,  to 
which  I  would  more  particularly  call  their  Lordships'  attention, 
are: — 

**His  Excellency's  request  that  Captain  Pepper  should  be 
directed  to  obey  Lieutenant- Colonel  Malcolm,  when  embarked  as 
Secretary  of  Legation  in  the  Honourable  Company's  steam- vessel 
'  Akbar,'  for  the  conveyance  of  despatches  to  Suez. 

"  His  Excellency's  doubt  whether  by  his  requisition  to  me  to 
detain  the  ^  Akbar,'  she  was  not  from  that  time  virtually  removed 
from  my  command,  although  she  remained  for  months  within  the 
presence  of  my  flag. 
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"  His  Excellency's  conyictioii  that  it  is  his  peculiar  province 
to  giye  the  commanders  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  at  the  ports 
named  by  him,  to  which  they  may  proceed,  such  instructions, 
either  direct  or  through  the  consuls,  as  his  Excellency  may  con- 
ceive to  be  required,  and  of  the  propriety  of  which  his  Excel- 
lency supposes  himself  to  be  the  judge. 

"  His  Excellency's  impression  that  he  can  with  propriety,  on 
his  own  responsibility,  direct  Lieutenant- Colonel  Malcolm  to  see 
that  proper  salutes  are  fired  on  board  the  '  Akbar,'  or  any  ship 
under  the  orders  of  the  Naval  Commander-in-Chief,  or  Senior 
Naval  Officer. 

'*  On  the  string  of  animadversions  on  other  points  which  have 
been  ingrafted  into  his  Excellency's  letter  I  will  not  here  offer 
comment,  as  I  trust  satisfactory  explanations  will  be  found  in 
my  answer  to  his  Excellency,  and  it  only  remains  for  me  to 
assure  their  Lordships  that  it  is  not  to  the  nature  of  the  orders 
which  his  Excellency  wishes  to  give,  but  to  the  manner  in  which 
he  assumes  the  right  of  promulgating  them,  that  I  object ;  and 
I  would  also  craye  to  know  if  his  Excellency's  suggestions  are  to 
be  carried  into  effect  in  all  cases  which  are  contrary  to  the  Queen's 
Regulations  established  in  Council. 

*'  In  whatever  subordinate  position  their  Lordships  may  think 
proper  to  place  me,  it  will  still  be  my  steady  desire  scrapulously 
to  obey  their  orders  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  satisfied  that  they 
will  not  intentionally  subject  me  to  humiliations  inconsistent  with 
the  rank  and  station  which  I  have  the  honour  to  hold. 

"  P.S.  To  prevent  the  possibility  of  misapprehension,  I  beg 
their  Lordships  distinctly  to  understand  that,  with  the  exception 
of  the  instructions  which  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  requested  to  have 
given  to  Captain  Pepper  of  the  *  Akbar,'  to  obey  all  orders  from 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Malcolm  for  Her  Majesty's  Service  (and  even 
i  he  spirit  of  this  has  been  conceded),  not  only  has  every  requisu 
tlon  made  by  his  Excellency  been  promptly  executed  to  the  letter, 
but  every  intimation  of  his  wishes,  whether  expressed  verbally  or 
in  private  notes,  has  been  most  readily  complied  with.  The 
steam- vessels,  large  and  small,  and  indeed  all  other  ships,  have 
been  invariably  placed  at  his  Excellency's  disposal  when  aaked 
for." 
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From  Sir  Henry  PotHnger. 

"  Gfovernment  House,  Victoria, 

"  Hong  Kong,  16th  July,  1843. 

"  I  request  your  Ezcellencj  will  be  so  good  as  to  order  the 
*  Proserpine '  steamer  to  be  readj  to  convey  lieutenant-Colonel 
Malcolm  to  Canton  to-night,  and  to  be  prepared  to  start  about 
ten  p.M, 

*^  I  further  request  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  instruct  Com- 
mander Hough  to  proceed  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Malcolm  as 
far  up  the  river  beyond  Whampoa  as  the  *  Proserpine  *  can  go 
without  endangering  the  numerous  boats  that  are  anchored  in 
that  part  of  the  river,  and  that  Commander  Hough  may  be 
directed  to  remain  there,  subject  to  such  orders  as  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Malcolm  may  find  it  necessary  to  issue  to  him,  it  being 
more  than  probable  that  a  large  amount  of  treasure  will  have  to 
be  shipped  in  the  *  Proserpine  '  for  conveyance  to  this  place.'* 


From  Sir  Henry  Pottinger. 

"  Government  House,  Victoria, 

"  Hong  Kong,  16th  July,  1843. 

^*The  whole  of  my  commercial  and  other  arrangements  with 
the  Imperial  Conmiissioner  are  now  so  far  advanced  that  I  am 
enabled  to  decide  positiyely  on  dispatching  Lieutenant- Colonel 
Malcolm  on  his  way  to  England  on  Tuesday,  the  1st  August. 

"  I  accordingly  do  -myself  the  honour  of  giving  your  Excel- 
lency this  early  intimation  of  my  intention  to  do  so,  in  order  that 
the  'Akbar'  steamer  may  be  ordered  to  prepare  to  start  that 
day. 

*'  My  present  wish  is  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Malcolm  should 
proceed  direct  from  this  place  to  Suez,  only  touching  at  such 
intermediate  ports  as  it  may  be  found  indispensably  requisite  to 
visit  to  take  in  coal ;  and  as  I  am  told  that  there  is  an  abundant 
supply  of  excellent  English  coal  at  Penang,  and  every  facility 
for  vessels  fitting  up  there,  I  think  it  desirable  that  the  steamers 
should  be  left  the  option  of  going  to  Singapore  or  Penang,  as 
may  be  considered  best  at  that  period  of  her  voyage ;  and  that 
Captain  Pepper  should  be  ordered  on  this,  and  all  other  points,  to 
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concert  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Malcolm  as  to  the  most  expedi- 
tious mode  of  proceeding. 

*'  It  has  also  occurred  to  me  that  orders  from  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  or  from  the  Government  of  Bombay  by  desire  of 
Her  Majesty's  Gt)vemment,  may  be  {^waiting  Lieutenant- Colonel 
Malcolm  either  at  Aden  or  Suez,  to  leave  the  '  Akbar '  at  one  of 
those  ports,  taking  back  to  China  or  Bombay  replies  to  the  highly 
important  despatches  of  which  Lieutenant- Colonel  Malcolm  will 
be  the  bearer ;  and,  to  provide  for  such  a  contingency,  I  think  it 
as  well  to  request  that  Captain  Pepper  may  be  instructed  to  obey 
any  orders  he  may  receive  from  Lieutenant- Colonel  Malcolm  on 
this  or  on  any  other  unforeseen  point  connected  with  Her  Majesty's 
Service." 


"  To  Sir  Henry  Pottinger. 

"  *  ConiwaUis,'  at  Hong  Kong,  16th  July,  1848. 

"  I  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Excellency's  letters 
of  this  date.  1  have  ordered  the  '  Proserpine '  to  be  ready  to 
start  with  Lieutenant- Colonel  Malcolm  for  Canton  at  ten  p.m.  this 
evening,  and  shall  instruct  Commander  Hough  to  remain  there, 
subject  to  such  communications  as  the  Lieutenant- Colonel  may 
find  it  necessary  to  make  to  him  for  Her  Majesty's  Service. 

"  The  *  Akbar '  will  also  be  prepared  to  proceed  from  hence 
to  Suez  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Malcolm  on  the  1st  August, 
with  the  option  of  replenishing  her  coal  at  Singapore  or  Penang, 
as  may  prove  the  most  expeditious  course. 

"  Captain  Pepper  shall  be  instructed  to  confer  with  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Malcolm  on  this  point,  and  to  follow  any.  orders 
from  Her  Majesty's  Government,  or  from  the  Gfovemment  of 
Bombay  by  desire  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  which  may  be 
communicated  to  him  by  the  Lieutenant- Colonel,  and  the  spirit 
of  your  Excellency's  wishes  will,  I  trust,  be  most  promptly  car- 
ried out ;  but  I  entreat  your  Excellency  to  excuse  me  for  observ- 
ing, that  it  would  be  altogether  contrary  to  the  regulations  and 
customs  of  Her  Majesty's  naval  service  to  direct  any  officer  under 
my  command  to  obey  the  ordert  of  Lieutenant- Colonel  Malcolm. 
1  should  not  be  justified  in  doing  so  to  one  of  the  Queen's  officers, 
and  I  feel  that  the  same  rule  applies  to  those  of  the  Indian  Navy 
who  are  temporarily  placed  under  my  command.     I  am  sure 
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joar  Ezcellencj  would  not  desire  it  nnder  snch  circnmstances ; 
and  yon  may  rest  assured  that  on  this,  as  on  all  other  occasions, 
it  will  be  my  earnest  wish  to  forward  yoor  views  for  the  public 
service  to  the  utmost  of  my  power." 


tc 


From  Sir  Henry  PoUinger, 

**  Gk)vemment  Honse,  Victoria, 

"  Hong  Kong,  18th  July,  1843. 
I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
Excellency's  letter  of  the  15th  instant. 

*^  In  replying  to  the  concluding  part  of  it,  I  beg  in  all  sin- 
cerity to  assure  your  Excellency  that  I  not  only  have  perused 
your  remarks  in  the  best  official  spirit,  but  that  I  am  exceedingly 
glad  you  have  made  them,  because  they  will  become  the  means 
of  clearing  up  the  impressions  which  I  have  formed  as  to  the 
position  in  which  I  am  intended  by  Her  Majesty's  gracious 
pleasure  and  instructions  to  stand  with,  regard  to  the  Com- 
manders of  Her  Majesty's  naval  and  land  forces  in  China,  and 
regarding  which  impressions,  if  they  are  erroneous,  it  is  highly 
desirable  and  proper  I  should  be  undeceived  at  the  earliest 
possible  period. 

"With  respect  to  the  request  I  made  in  my  letter  of  the 
15th  instant,  that  Captain  Pepper  might  be  directed  to  obey  any 
orders  he  might  receive  from  Lieutenant- Colonel  Malcolm,  con- 
nected with  Her  Majesty's  Service,  I  can  see  no  reason  to  doubt 
but  I  would  have  been,  in  my  situation,  under  any  circumstances, 
justified  in  making  that  request  from  the  moment  the  *  Akbar ' 
quitted  this  harbour ;  and  when  I  recall  to  mind  that  that  vessel 
has  been  for  months  past  detained  in  China,  on  my  sole  respon- 
sibility and  requisition,  for  the  special  duty  of  conveying  Ldeu- 
tenant-Colonel  Malcolm,  as  Secretary  of  Legation  to  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Mission,  on  his  route  to  England,  with  the  ratified  Treaty, 
I  have  fi:«quently  considered  it  qnestionable  whether  she  even 
properly  belonged  to  the  squadron  in  the  China  seas,  or  was  in 
any  shape  under  your  Excellency's  command. 

"  I  have,  however,  had  no  occasion  previously  to  record  my 
opinion  on  this  point,  as  I  am  aware  that  the  ship  was  always 
ready  at  my  disposal,  and  I  had  no  wish  to  go  out  of  my  way  to 
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seek  for  sncli  topics  of  diBonssion ;  but  what  I  now  saj  will 
explain  to  joor  Excellency  the  feelings  nnder  which  I  made  mj 
request  above  adverted  to,  and  how  fully  competent  I  consider 
Lieutenant-Oolonel  Malcolm  (as  my  representative)  to  give 
Captain  Pepper,  on  his  pending  voyage,  any  orders  he  may 
consider  to  be  for  the  good  and  furtherance  of  Her  Majesty's 
Service. 

'*  In  my  letter  to  your  Excellency,  of  the  18th  March  last,  I 
adverted  to,  and  quoted  the  instructions  with  which  Her  Majesty 
had  been  graciously  pleased  to  honour  me.  In  addition  to  that 
quotation,  I  read  in  the  copy  of  the  despatch  addressed  by  Lord 
Stanley  to  Major-General  Lord  Saltoun,  on  the  5th  January, 
1843,  the  following  passage : — 

" '  But  so  long  as  the  force  under  your  Lordship's  command 
shall  remain  in  China,  or  any  of  the  adjacent  islands  or  seas,  it 
is  the  Queen's  pleasure  that  your  Lordship  should  carry  into 
effect  any  instructions  which  you  may  receive  from  Sir  Henry 
Pottinger,  for  the  employment  of  that  force  in  any  manner  in 
which  he  may  think  necessary  or  advisable,  &c. 

'* '  I  also  perceive  that,  on  the  same  day,  Lord  Stanley  wrote 
to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  to  the  effect  that: 
'I  have  received  the  Queen's  commands  to  desire  that  your 
Lordships  would  address  corresponding  instructions  to  the  Com- 
mander of  Her  Majesty's  naval  forces  in  those  seas.' 

'*  I  presume  that  those  instructions  reached  your  Excellency ; 
and  it  appears  to  me  there  can  be  no  possible  doubt  as  to  their 
meaning.  They  seem  to  me  to  provide  for  every  intended  move- 
ment of  Her  Majesty's  ships  being  communicated  to  me,  in 
order  that  I  may  judge  whether  there  are  political  objections  to 
such  movement  or  not.  They  also  seem  to  me  to  convey  autho- 
rity to  me  to  call  for  the  services  of  any  of  Her  Majesty's  ships 
that  I  may  deem  it  proper  to  employ;  and  this  authority  is 
distinctly  intimated  in  the  inclosed  extract  from  Lord  Aber- 
deen's despatch  to  me  of  the  4th  January,  agreeable  to  which 
I  consider  thai  it  is  my  peculiar  province  to  name  the  ports  to 
which  Her  Majesty's  ships  may  or  may  not  proceed,  and  to  give 
their  commanders  such  instructions,  either  direct,  or  through 
the  consuls  at  these  ports,  as  I  may  conceive  to  be  required,  and 
of  the  propriety  of  which  I  alone  am  supposed  to  be  the  judge. 
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'*  It  is  not  for  me  to  inquire  whether  the  instructions  I  have 
cited  are  contrary  to  the  regulations  and  customs  of  Her  Ma- 
jesfy's  Naval  Service  or  not.  They  have  been  sent  to  me  for 
mj  guidance,  and  I  have  perhaps  been  remiss  in  not  earlier 
recording  the  interpretation  I  put  on  them ;  but  my  motive  for 
not  doing  so  will,  I  dare  say,  plead  my  excuse. 

"With  these  instructions  in  my  possession,  it  may  seem 
strange  and  unaccountable  for  me  to  say  that  I  do  not  happen 
officially  to  know  where  a  single  ship  (except  your  Excellency's 
flag-ship)  of  Her  Majesty's  vessels  in  the  China  seas  is  at  this 
moment.  I  have  twice  had  to  beg  that  Her  Majesty's  ship 
'  Agincourt,'  bearing  Rear-Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Cochrane's  flag, 
might  not  be  allowed  to  proceed  to  any  of  the  northern  ports, 
after  the  day  for  her  sailing  had  been,  unknown  to  me,  flxed« 
Numbers  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  have  repeatedly  sailed  from 
Hong  Kong  without  my  even  hearing  of  it  till  they  were  gone. 
In  a  very  recent  instance,  the  *  Childers,'  sloop-of-war,  went  to 
Chusan ;  and  the  first  and  only  intimation  I  had  of  the  proposed 
despatch  was  through  a  verbal  message,  communicated  after  my 
public  office  was  shut  in  the  evening,  that  she  was  to  sail  next 
morning.  Some  time  ago,  your  Excellency  officially  intimated 
to  me,  in  answer  to  one  of  my  letters,  that  the  *  Phlegethon,' 
steamer,  must  go  to  Calcutta  for  repairs,  and  I  at  once  acceded 
to  that  arrangement,  and  wished  her  to  be  dispatched  in  time  to 
overtake  the  June  overland  mail,  for  which  I  had  important 
despatches.  I  mentioned  this  fact  to  your  Excellency,  both 
verbally  and  in  private  notes,  yet  she  was  detained  here  from 
week  to  week,  without  any  public  object  that  I  could  discover, 
or  have  since  heard  of ;  and  the  consequence  has  been  that  I 
have  every  reason  to  suppose  she  was  too  late  for  the  mail,  as 
she  had  not  reached  Calcutta  on  the  7th  June.  When  I  wrote 
to  your  Excellency,  within  the  last  fortnight^  begging  that  the 
'  Samarang,'  surveying  vessel,  might  not  be  allowed  to  go  to  the 
northward  of  this  port,  and  explaining  the  very  satisfactory 
arrangement  I  had  made  with  the  Imperial  Conmiissioner  for 
Captain  Collinson's  continuing  the  survey  of  the  coast  of  China, 
as  well  as  the  urgent  and  undeniable  reasons  that  appeared  to 
me  for  that  arrangement,  your  Excellency  did  not  think  it  even 
necessary  to  answer  my  letter  officially,  but  informed  me  in  a 
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private  note  that  the  '  Samarang  *  should  only  go  to  Chusan  (for 
provisions  and  water),  which  I  had  positively  promised  the  Im- 
perial Commissioner  she  should  not  do,  at  least  until  the  panic, 
which  that  officer  declared  had  been  excited  by  us,  should  have 
passed  away. 

'*  I  have  felt  it  right  to  adduce  the  foregoing  instances,  to 
show  that  I  have  grounds  for  what  I  consider  to  be  a  miscom- 
prehension on  your  Excellency's  or  my  own  part^  as  to  the 
powers  vested  in  me  by  the  Queen's  commands. 

"  The  impression  I  have  is,  that  the  Naval  Commander  and 
squadron  is  precisely  placed  on  the  same  footing,  as  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  as  the  Military  Commander  and  the  land  forces. 
It  is  clear  that  your  Excellency  does  not  subscribe  to  that  im- 
pression ;  and  it  is  equally  clear  that  one  of  us  must  be  in  error. 
To  have  that  error  cleared  up  is,  as  I  have  said,  equally  neces- 
sary and  proper. 

"The  time  is  now  close  at  hand  when  the  most  important 
provisions  of  the  Treaty  will  oome  into  action,  and  when  it  will 
become  still  more  requisite  than  it  has  hitherto  been  to  study 
the  peculiarities  and  feelings  of  the  Chinese  authorities  and 
people.  This,  I  conceive  might  be  done,  and  may  be  done, 
with  all  due  regard  to  our  own  national  respect  and  dignity, 
though  in  some  cases  it  may  clash  with  our  preconceived  notions 
and  rules,  as  well  as  with  our  customs  and  habits.  For  instance, 
when  your  Excellency  went  to  Foo-choo-foo  in  January  last,  the 
fact  of  the  Emperor  himself  directing  inquiries  to  be  made  on 
the  subject,  appears  to  me  to  be  a  final  proof  that  your  approach 
to  that  place  ought  to  have  been  previously  announced  by  Ker 
Majesty's  Plenipotentiary.  In  the  same  manner,  the  whole  of 
Captain  Hope's  proceedings  and  correspondence  regarding 
Shanghai  were  so  totally  at  variance  with  the  etiquette  of  China, 
that,  till  this  hour  even,  the  Imperial  Commissioner  cannot 
understand  on  what  principle  that  officer  interfered  in  the 
matter,  except  he  did  so  by  my  orders. 

"When  your  Excellency  lately  sent  me  word  by  Captain 
Richards  that  it  was  contrary  to  Her  Majesty's  regulations  for 
ships  with  less  than  ten  guns  to  fire  salutes,  I  felt  that  no  such 
regulation  could,  or  should,  possibly  be  applied  to  so  extraordinary 
and  unforeseen  a  case  as  a  Chinese  Plenipotentiary  (a  man  him- 
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self  of  personal,  princely  rank)  visiting  a  British  colony  in 
China;  and  I  therefore  desired  Lieutenant- Colonel  Malcolm  to 
see  that  the  proper  salutes  were  fired  from  the  *  Akbar,'  on  my 
responsibility. 

"  I  will  close  this  long,  and,  perhaps,  tedious  letter,  by  most 
distinctly  disavowing  the  smallest  intention  or  wish  to  cavil  at 
trifles.  I  trust  that  my  whole  conduct,  since  I  have  been  asso- 
ciated with  your  Excellency  in  the  discharge  of  Her  Majesty's 
Service,  will  relieve  me  from  any  such  imputation ;  and  I  may 
even  adduce  this  letter  as  conclusive  testimony  of  what  I  assert : 
but  as  it  is  due  both  to  your  Excellency  and  myself  to  have  all 
doubts  distinctly  removed,  I  propose  to  send  copies  of  my  two 
letters  (that  of  the  15th  and  this  one),  with  one  of  your  Excel- 
lency's in  reply,  to  Her  Majesty's  Ministers,  and  to  ask  for  mure 
defined  instructions  being  sent  out." 


Sir  Henry  Potiinger  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen, 

"  Government  House,  Victoria, 

"  Hong  Kong,  18th  July,  1843. 
"  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  to  yom*  Lordship  copies  of 
letters  which  have  passed  between  Admiral  Sir  William  Parker 
and  myself,  regarding  the  authority  'which  it  is  intended  by  Her 
Majesty's  instructions  to  me  I  should  exercise  over  Her  Majesty's 
ships  stationed  in  the  China  seas, 

'*  I  think  it  highly  desirable  that  the  questions  which  have 
arisen  should  be  distinctly  provided  for ;  but  in  submitting  this 
correspondence  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  say  that,  with  the  good 
feeling  which  exists  between  Sir  William  Parker  and  myself. 
Her  Majesty's  Gk)vemment  need  be  under  no  sort  of  apprehen- 
sion that  any  public  embari-assment  can  possibly  spring  from  tho 
present  state  of  matters  until  we  shall  be  honoured  with  a  reply 
to  this  reference." 


"  To  Sir  Henry  Pottinger. 

"  '  Comwallis,'  at  Hong  Kong,  23rd  July,  1843 
*'  I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excel- 
lency's letter  of  the  18th  instant,  which  I  have  perused  with 
equal  pain  and  surprise. 
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'*  By  the  order  of  tlie  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty 
(of  which  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy),  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
it  is  my  duty  to  attend  ,to  any  requisition  which  I  may  receive 
from  your  Excellency  for  the  employment  of  the  force  under  my 
command  in  China  in  any  manner  which  you  may  think  neces- 
sary or  advisable,  in  furtherance  of  the  objects  of  the  civil 
appointments  with  which  Her  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  invest 
you. 

"  These  instructions  are  explicit ;  but  not  precisely  in  the 
same  terms  as  those  addressed  to  Lord  Saltoun,  which  appear  to 
be  rather  more  stringent 

"  I  conceive  by  the  tenor  of  mine  that,  on  your  Excellency 
pointing  out  the  description  of  force  required  at  the  different 
points,  I  am  bound  to  provide  it,  as  far  as  I  am  able;  the 
selection  of  particular  ships,  and  all  details  of  duty,  being  left 
to  me. 

"  I  freely  admit  that  none  of  the  ships  under  my  command 
can  properly  be  sent  to  any  part  of  China  to  which  your  Excel- 
lency may  see  a  political  objection. 

'*  Also,  that  they  are  not  to  be  assembled  in  greater  force 
than  your  Excellency  may  deem  advisable,  even  at  any  of  the 
ports  occupied  by  the  British  forces. 

"  But  I  do  conceive  that  it  is  not  intended  your  Excellency 
shaU  interfere  to  prevent  Her  Majesty's  ships  putting  to  sea  for 
health  or  exercise,  in  directions  where  their  presence  cannot 
possibly  give  uneasiness,  whenever  the  senior  naval  officer  may 
deem  it  advisable,  provided  the  different  stations  by  so  doing 
are  not  left  without  proper  protection. 

''  Your  Excellency  may  have  seen  some  of  the  ships  of  the 
squadron  sail  for  Macao ;  also  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the 
vicinity  of  this  island,  and  for  exercise,  without  their  departure 
having  been  previously  announced  to  you ;  but  I  most  solemnly 
declare,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  I  have  never  dispatched 
a  single  vessel  to  any  port  to  the  northward  or  southward,  to 
India,  or  to  England,  without  giving  your  Excellency  due  notice, 
either  by  public  or  private  letters,  or  personal  communications 
made  by  myself,  or  officers  specially  sent  to  you;  nor  has  a 
single  one  been  sent  to  any  interdicted  place. 

"  Your  Excellency  has  ever  obligingly  informed  me  of  every 
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expected  conveyance ;  and  be  assnred  tliat  a  corresponding  feel- 
ing of  complaisance  has  always  made  me  desirons  of  recipro- 
cating such  attention ;  therefore,  if  there  has  been  any  omission 
(which,  I  repeat,  I  do  not  remember)  it  has  been  uninten- 
tional. 

"  I  can  conscientiously  avow  that  it  has  been  my  unde- 
yiating  and  earnest  desire  to  meet  your  Excellency's  wishes  for 
the  public  service,  not  only  with  a  scrupulous  observance  of  my 
instructions,  but  with  becoming  courtesy  and  cheerfulness  on 
private  considerations. 

**  I  lament  to  find  that  I  have  entirely  failed  in  doing  so. 

''  I  cannot,  however,  imagine  that  it  was  ever  contemplated 
that  your  Excellency  should  so  far  assume  the  direction  of  Her 
Majesty's  squadron,  or  the  ships  of  the  Indian  Navy,  which 
have  been  placed  under  my  authority,  as  to  interfere  in  any  of 
the  detail  duties ;  or  that  power  had  been  delegated  to  you  to 
require  me  to  make  the  officers  of  either  service  amenable  to  any 
authority  but  that  of  their  immediate  superiors,  according  to  the 
estabh'shed  regulations  of  our  profession.  A  contrary  course 
would  seriously  compromise  the  long-established  principles  of 
the  Naval  Service,  and  it  is  so  opposed  to  its  customs  (probably 
arising  from  the  peculiar  duties  of  seamen)  that  I  am  inclined 
to  doubt  whether  a  similar  course  to  that  desired  by  your 
Excellency  has  ever  been  recorded  in  the  annals  of  our  Naval 
History. 

"  In  the  answer  which  I  had  the  honour  of  addressing  to 
your  Excellency,  on  receiving  the  extraordinary  request  to 
instruct  Captain  Pepper,  of  the  Indian  Navy,  to  obey  any 
orders  he  may  receive  from  Lieutenant- Colonel  Malcolm,  both 
witk  regard  to  certain  contingencies  stated  in  your  letter,  or 
cmy  other  unforeseen  point  cormeeted  wUh  Her  Majesiy^s  Service^  I 
distinctly  expressed  my  readiness  to  provide  for  every  case 
which  your  Excellency  specified ;  and  to  direct  Captain  Pepper 
to  confer  with  the  Lieutenant-Colonel,  to  meet,  as  far  as  it  was 
possible,  any  unlooked-for  event.  But  I  here  repeat  I  should 
not  be  justified  in  giving  him  the  orders  proposed  by  your 
Excellency,  which  I  fear  would  tend  to  sap  the  very  foundation 
of  naval  discipline. 

"  Such  a  result  was,  I  am  sure,  very  far  from  your  Excel- 
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lency's  thoughts ;  it  is  therefore  with  additional  pain  that  I  find 
myself  arraigned  before  Her  Majesty's  Government  on  a  variety 
of  transactions,  which  I  was  not  before  aware  conld  have  caused 
yon  either  dissatisfaction  or  embarrassment. 

"  Without  due  explanation  it  may  be  imagined,  from  the 
tone  of  your  Excellency's  letter,  that  it  has  been  my  disposition 
to  thwart,  rather  than  to  support,  your  plaas  or  proceedings  for 
Her  Majesty's  Service ;  but,  as  my  conscience  tells  me  this  has 
never  been  the  case,  I  trust  I  shall  be  able  to  prevent  any  such 
impression  in  the  minds  of  Her  Majesty's  Gt>vemment ;  and  I 
fully  respond  to  the  propriety  of  the  case  being  submitted  for 
their  directions,  although  I  had  vainly  hoped  I  should  have 
closed  my  official  intercourse  with  your  Excellency  without 
having  occasion  to  vindicate  my  acts.  It  has  been  hitherto  mj 
good  fortune  to  escape  censure  from  my  superiors  during  fifty 
years'  service,  and  I  trust  I  shall  not  be  found  obnoxious  to  it  by 
anything  that  has  occurred  during  my  present  command. 

**  Your  Excellency  questions  whether,  as  the  'Akbar'  has 
for  months  past  been  detained  in  China  on  your  sole  responsi- 
bility and  requisition,  for  the  special  duty  of  conveying  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Malcolm  on  his  route  to  England,  she  can  pro- 
perly belong  to  the  squadron  in  the  China  seas,  or  was  in  any 
shape  under  my  command.  As  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  your 
Excellency  has  been  invested  with  power  to  assume  the  com- 
mand of  any  one  of  the  squadron  in  these  seas,  it  will  be  for  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  determine  whether  you  can  absolve 
any  of  the  officers  of  the  ships  placed  under  my  orders  from 
their  obedience  to  me.  I  therefore  feel  satisfied  that  you  cannot 
properly  glje  any  of  them  instructions,  either  direct,  or  through 
the  Consuls.  I  submit  that,  by  the  Articles  of  War,  they  would 
not  be  bound  to  obey,  any  so  given;  and  therefore  hope  your 
Excellency  will  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me  of  your  wishes, 
that  the  necessary  directions  for  their  observance  may  emanate 
from  the  right  source. 

'*  I  repeat  that  it  is  my  desire  to  act  cordially  in  accordance 
with  them  and  my  instructions ;  but  the  orders,  to  have  proper 
effect,  must  be  given  by  myself,  or  the  officer  whom  I  may  leave 
in  charge  of  the  squadron  on  this  part  of  the  station  entrusted 
to  me,  when  I  proceed  to  India.   It  will  be  my  care  to  put  him  in 
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posBession  of  the  existing  instractions  of  Her  MajeRtj*B  Govern- 
ment  on  every  point. 

"  By  my  letter  of  the  24tli  March  last,  I  think  your  Excel- 
lency will  find  not  only  a  statement  of  the  force,  but  the  nature 
of  the  orders  they  were  acting  under,  on  different  parts  of  the 
station,  and  I  imagine  that  my  letters,  numbered  and  dated 
as  per  margin : — 

"  No.  70  . .  . .  24th  March,  1843. 

71  ..  ..  24th      „ 

74  . .  . .  2nd  April 

75  ..  ..  2nd  „ 
77  . .  •  ■  6th  ,, 
86  ..  ..  8th  May 

will  have  intimated  what  few  changes  have  taken  place,  particu- 
larly with  regard  to  the  appointments  of  the  senior  officers, 
consequent  on  the  removal  of  Captain  Hope  to  India. 

'*  I  have  been  in  free  intercourse  with  your  Excellency,  and 
have  had  no  desire  to  conceal  the  disposition  of  the  ships. 

"  Your  Excellency  observes  that  you  have  twice  had  to  beg 
that  Her  Majesty's  ship  '  Agincourt,'  bearing  Bear- Admiral  Sir 
Thonoas  Cochrane's  flag,  might  not  be  allowed  to  proceed  to  any 
of  the  northern  ports. 

"  I  cannot  but  express  my  astonishment  that  your  Excellency 
should  have  brought  forward  this  as  one  of  the  numerous  charges 
so  unexpectedly  exhibited  against  me,  inasmuch  as  your  Excel- 
lency is  fully  aware  that  until  I  received  your  letter  of  the  Slst 
March,  from  Macao,  where  your  Excellency  had  been  resident 
for  some  weeks,  I  had  not  the  remotest  reason  to  believe,  from 
anything  your  Excellency  ever  had  said  to  me,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  that  there  was  the  slightest  objection  to  a  free  com- 
munication by  any  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  with  either  of  the 
ports  occupied  by  the  combined  forces.  On  the  second  occasion 
I  wrote  a  note,  purely  private,  to  ask  whether  there  were  poli- 
tical objections  to  her  touching  at  Amoy,  during  a  short  cruise, 
contemplated  for  the  health  and  exercise  of  the  crew. 

*'  I  did  so  under  the  erroneous  impression,  from  some  obser- 
vations  dropped  in  a  private  correspondence  with  myself,  that 
yon  did  not  feel  the  same  difficulty  with  regard  to  Amoy  as  to 

VOL.  11.  2   O 


562  THE   LIFB    OP   SIR   W.    PARKEE.  [1843 

Chnsan ;  and  on  discovering  my  mistake,  when  I  received  joxa 
answer,  I  wrote  a  second  private  note,  dated  10th  July,*  to  which 
1  most  refer  your  Excellency,  persuaded  as  I  am  that  it  must 
entirely  have  escaped  your  memory ;  for  had  it  been  otherwise,  I 
must  do  you  the  justice  to  believe  that  you  never  would  have 
referred  to  the  subject  again. 

**  The  *  Agincourt '  going  to  Amoy  was  a  matter  of  perfect 
indifference  to  myself,  and  only  suggested  to  give  the  Bear- 
Admiral  an  opportunity  of  seeing  that  part  of  the  station,  of 
which  he  will  probably  soon  be  left  in  charge. 

"  With  regard  to  your  Excellency's  observations  about  the 
*  Childers,'  allow  me  to  observe  that  in  consequence  of  letters 
unexpectedly  received,  which  informed  me  that  the  '  Dumfries,' 
hired  transport,  at  Chusan,  had  landed  all  the  coals  and  Govern- 
ment stores,  except  some  ammunition,  which  could  not  be 
received  on  shore,  and  that  she  was  detained,  at  an  expense  of 
£468  per  month,  merely  as  a  temporary  powder  magazine,  I 
deemed  it  right  to  remove  the  powder,  in  order  that  the  unne- 
cessary charge  to  the  Grown  might  be  avoided  by  paying  off  the 
transport,  and  directing  Her  Majesty's  troop-ship  '  Rattlesnake  ' 
to  convey  the  gunpowder  to  Hong  Kong  to  be  deposited  in  the 
magazine  of  the  *  Minden,'  as  it  appears  there  is  not  space  to 
store  it  on  shore.  I,  therefore,  intimated  to  your  Excellency,  on 
the  evening  of  the  4th  instant  that  I  proposed  to  dispatch  the 
'  Childers  '  on  the  following  day  at  ten  o'clock.  This  intimation 
was  sent  by  my  Flag  Lieutenant,  who  is  personally  known  to 
your  Excellency,  accompanied  with  an  apology  for  my  not 
writing,  in  consequence  of  feeling  much  exhausted  by  a  very 
laborious  day  of  business. 

"  Lieutenant  Wilmot  was  further  desired  to  ascertain  if  your 
Excellency  had  any  commands,  and  to  state  that  I  proposed  the 
brig  should  start  about  ten  o'clock  the  following  morning;  the 
answer  brought  was  that  he  had  not  been  admitted  to  your 
Excellency's  presence,  but  was  informed  by  your  private  secretary 
that  you  bad  nothing  to  send.  The  '  Childers '  did  not  sail  until 
sunset  the  following  evening,  with  orders  to  return  as  expedi- 
tiously as  possible,  touching  at  Grolongsao  on  her  return  to  deliver 
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some  spirits  for  the  two  sloops  stationed  there,  and  to  bring  any 
oomxnimication  which  they  or  the  garrison  might  have  to  for- 
ward. Her  Majesty's  Q-ovemment  will,  therefore,  judge  how  far 
yonr  Excellency  has  cause  for  complaint  in  this  transaction. 

"  Your  Excellency  next  alludes  to  my  detention  of  the 
*  Phlegethon.'  Permit  me  to  say  that,  as  the  vessel  was  one  of 
the  sqaadron  placed  under  my  orders,  and  unconnected  with  the 
force  for  which  your  Excellency  had  made  a  preparatory  requisi- 
tion with  reference  to  the  expected  duties  at  the  ports  of  trade,  I 
felt  myself  fully  authorised  to  retain  her,  on  my  own  responsi- 
bility, for  such  duties  as  might  be  required,  and  for  the  purpose 
eventually  of  carrying  a  mail  to  India,  provided  she  reached  Cal- 
cutta by  the  month  of  July,  when  the  period  for  which  her  crew 
were  engaged  would  expire.  And  she  would  also  require  sub- 
stantial repairs  after  the  damage  she  had  sustained  by  gett-mg  on 
a  rock  near  the  entrance  of  the  Biver  Min. 

"  The  *  Phlegethon '  was  proposed  by  your  Excellency  as  one 
of  the  vessels  for  keeping  up  the  monthly  conmiunication  between 
Ghusan  and  the  ports  of  trade  in  that  vicinity ;  but  on  my  point- 
ing out  the  foregoing  circumstances,  and  recommending  the 
substitution  of  the  'Medusa,'  the  arrangement  appeared  quite 
satisfactory  to  you.  On  the  2nd  May  your  Excellency  informed 
me  in  a  private  note  that  you  had  despatches  of  importance  to 
forward  to  England,  and  suggested  that  the  *  Phlegethon '  might 
take  them  to  Calcutta,  proposing  that  the  mail  should  be  closed 
and  forwarded  on  the  5th  May.  I  had  some  reason  at  the  time 
for  preferring  the  6th,  to  which  you  readily  acceded.  The  mails 
were  accordingly  put  on  board  her,  by  your  own  directions  to  the 
postmaster,  on  that  night ;  and  she  started  at  daylight  of  the 
7th,  took  in  the  mails  at  Macao  without  anchoring,  and  made  a 
good  passage  to  Singapore,  with  orders  from  me  to  Commander 
McCleverty  that,  on  reaching  the  north  parts  of  the  Straits  of 
Malacca,  if  he  had  any  doubts  of  getting  to  Calcutta  in  time  for 
the  conveyance  of  the  mails  to  Bombay,  he  was  to  push  for 
Madras,  and  land  them  at  that  place,  by  which  several  days  by 
'  d4k  '  would  probably  be  saved.  I,  therefore,  conclude  that  he 
availed  himself  of  this  expedient,  and  trust  it  will  be  found  that 
your  despatches  were  in  good  time  at  Bombay  for  the  overland 
packet.   I  think  Lieutenant- Colonel  Malcolm  will  perfectly  recol- 
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lect  that,  when  he  did  me  the  favour  to  call  on  board  the  *  Com- 
wallis/  a  few  days  after  the '  Phlegethon '  had  sailed,  I  requested 
him  to  explain  this  arrangement  to  your  Excellency. 

"  Your  Excellency  next  adverts  to  my  not  even  thinking  it 
necessary  to  answer  your  official  letter  about  the  *  Samarang '  not 
being  allowed  to  go  to  the  northward  of  this  port.  I  very  much 
regret  this  apparent  omission,  which  is  certainly  contrary  to 
etiquette,  although  I  flattered  myself  that  your  Excellency  knew 
me  too  well  to  suppose  me  capable  of  wilfully  committing  a  rude- 
ness with  regard  either  to  a  public  or  private  correspondence ; 
but  in  vindicating  myself  on  this  occasion,  I  must  call  to  your 
Excellency's  recollection  that  a  large  portion  of  our  correspon- 
dence has  been  carried  on  in  a  private  form ;  that  to  enable  me 
to  send  a  formal  reply  to  your  official  communication,  I  addressed 
to  you  the  private  note  of  the  10th  instant,  to  which  I  am  as  yet 
without  an  answer;  and  I  fain  would  have  hoped  that  your 
Excellency  would  have  afforded  the  same  measure  of  justice  that 
I  have  done  to  you,  in  feeling  persuaded  that  no  other  reason 
but  a  press  of  business,  leading  you  to  overlook  this  note,  and  to 
no  other  cause,  is  to  be  attributed  your  Excellency's  silence  on 
this  occasion. 

"  Rear- Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Cochrane  assured  me  that  he 
had  most  fully  explained  my  intention  to  your  Excellency,  when 
he  called  to  take  his  leave,  prior  to  going  to  sea  for  a  few  days. 

"  With  regard  to  my  going  to  Foo-choo-f  oo,  it  will  be  in  your 
Excellency's  recollection  that  I  never  approached  nearer  than 
twelve  miles  of  the  entrance  of  the  River  Min.  I  apprised  your 
Excellency,  before  your  departure  from  Chusan,  of  my  intention 
to  visit  that  city,  on  my  passage  to  the  southward,  if  the  weather 
was  favourable,  to  which  you  never  expressed  the  slightest 
dissent,  or  I  certainly  should  not  have  made  the  attempt. 

**  As  you  are  in  possession  of  the  correspondence  (which  was 
merely  of  a  complimentary  nature)  which  I  addressed  to  the 
authorities  at  Foo-choo-foo,  when  I  anchored  in  the  ^Comwallis' 
off  the  White  Dog  Islands,  on  the  1st  Februaiy  last,  it  is,  I  flatter 
myself,  unnecessary  to  say  more  on  this  point. 

"  Your  Excellency  appears  to  have  misunderstood  the  object 
of  the  communication  made,  by  my  desire,  by  Captain  Richards, 
that,  by  an  Admiralty  Order,  ships  mounting  less  than  ten  guns 
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were  excluded  firing  salutes.  This  order  was  issued  in  con- 
sequence of  many  serious  accidents  having  occurred  from  the 
haste  with  which  a  very  small  number  of  guns  must  be  re- 
loaded in  firing  salutes ;  and  a  lamentable  accident  had  occurred 
at  this  place  as  late  as  the  18th  May  last,  when  a  seaman,  on 
board  the  *  Proserpine,*  lost  his  arm,  blown  ofE  while  firing  a 
Eojal  salute. 

'*  1  did  not  question  the  propriety  of  the  salute  to  the  Chinese 
High  Commissioner,  but  I  felt  that  if  this  honour  had  been  paid 
by  one  of  the  ships  mounting  more  guns  (which  is  the  practice  in 
Her  Majesty's  Navy),  the  compliment  would  have  been  equally 
acceptable,  and  the  risk  of  accident  less. 

"That  I  had  no  disinclination  to  pay  the  utmost  respect 
to  the  Imperial  Commissioner  has  been  proved  by  my  having 
saluted  him,  both  on  his  arrival  on  board  and  departure  from 
my  fiag-ship,  notwithstanding  Her  Majesty's  Order  in  Council  of 
the  1st  February,  1838,  which  limits  the  salute  to  one  or  other 
of  those  occasions,  whatever  the  rank  may  be,  except  to  a 
member  of  the  Koyal  Family. 

'*  I  believe  I  have  now  replied,  without  the  slightest  reserva- 
tion, to  every  point  which  your  Excellency  has  thought  proper  to 
adduce,  and  if  there  be  any  others  to  which  you  attach  the  least 
dereliction  of  a  due  regard  to  your  Excellency's  requisitions,  or 
whereon  you  have  not  experienced  becoming  attention  on  the 
part  of  myself,  or  those  under  me,  I  shall  feel  obliged  by  your 
imparting  them,  in  the  hope  that  I  may  be  able  to  offer  explana- 
tions as  frankly  as  I  have  now  the  honour  to  transmit  the 
foregoing. 

*'  Satisfied  that  the  decision  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
will  be  impartial  and  just,  I  shall,  if  I  have  erred,  submissively 
bow  to  it. 

"  During  a  fair  share  of  active  professional  sei'vice  with 
which  I  have  been  honoured,  it  will  not,  I  think,  appear  that  I 
have  either  been  prone  to  make  difiiculties,  or  evinced  an  un- 
necessary sensitiveness  on  questions  of  trifling  import  connected 
with  the  public  service. 

'^]  shall  await,  patiently,  the  construction  which  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  may  put  on  my  proceedings  herein  referred 
to  ;  and  your  Excellency  may  rest  assured  that,  in  the  meantime, 
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and  whatever  the  result  may  be,  jou  will  find  me  readj  to 
support  every  measure  which  you  may  propose  for  the  public 
service,  within  the  compass  of  my  duty,  with  undiminished  zeal 
and  ardour." 


"  To  Sir  Henry  Pottinger. 
"  Private. 

*« '  ComwaUifl,'  at  Hong  Kong,  10th  July,  1843. 

'^Had  I  known  that  the  same  objection  existed  to  the 
'Agincourt'  touching  at  Amoy  as  you  had  expressed  with 
respect  to  Chusan,  delicacy  would  have  prevented  my  proposing 
it ;  but  Sir  Thomas  never  mentioned  to  me  the  observations  you 
had  made  to  him  on  the  subject. 

"  With  respect  to  the  *  Samarang,'  I  can  scarcely  imagine 
that  you  have  understood  my  object,  which  certainly  was  not  to 
send  her  near  the  coast  of  China,  but  I  did  contemplate  that  she 
might  ascertain  the  exact  position  of  the  Madjieosemah  Islands, 
which  lie  about  100  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Formosa,  and  we 
believe  are  at  present  very  incorrectly  laid  down  between  these 
islands  and  Formosa,  and  between  them  and  the  Loochoo  Islands ; 
it  would  have  been  very  desirable  to  ascertain  the  strength  and 
direction  of  the  currents,  to  determine,  with  more  precision,  the 
best  route  to  get  to  the  northward  during  the  prevalence  of  the 
northerly  winds.  They  are  a  few  miles  to  the  northward  of  Hong 
Kong;  but  I  certainly  never  could  have  imagined  that  a  small 
frigate  (scarcely  the  size  of  the  *  North  Star')  could  give  any 
uneasiness'  to  the  Chinese  to  the  northward,  as  she  would  be 
generally  250  miles  from,  the  coast;  neither  did  I  contemplate 
the  '  Samarang'  going  to  Chusan  for  months,  if  indeed  at  aU ;  in 
any  case,  only  to  obtain  provisions. 

**  I  should  be  sorry  to  incur  the  expense  of  hiring  a  transport 
to  take  provisions  to  the  brigs  at  Amoy ;  they  are  not  in  im- 
mediate want,  as  '  Childers '  will  take  them  rum,  and  the  troops 
can  provide  them,  if  required. 

"  Am  I  to  understand  that  there  is  any  political  objection  to 
one  of  the  small  troop  ships  going  either  to  Amoy  Bay  or  Chusan 
when  it  is  desirable  for  the  naval  service;  they  are  not  larger 
than  transports,  indeed,  much  less  in  tonnagey  and  very  much 
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less  expensive?  Believe  me,  I  liave  no  desire  to  thwart  yonr 
plans,  bnt  I  wish  to  know  how  I  am  to  keep  the  squadron  which 
is  stationed  in  these  seas  properly  supplied  without  doing  so. 

"  *  Agincourt '  can  cruise  without  touching  anywhere ;  my 
proposal  to  let  her  look  into  Amoy  Bay  was  more  to  gratify 
Sir  Thomas  Cochrane  than  any  exigency  of  service. 

'*  As  I  rather  think  it  is  expected  at  the  Admiralty  that  one 
of  the  Hne-of-battle  ships  shall  remain  at  Hong  Kong  or  in  the 
China  seas,  I  propose  to  leave  the  *  Agincourt '  here  when  I  go 
to  India^  and  this,  I  also  imagined,  was  not  inconsistent  with  the 
force  you  suggested,  except  in  the  temporary  substitution  of 
a  small  72-gun  'ship  for  a  large  frigate." 

"  Memo. — Sir  Henry  Pottinger  had  stated,  in  a  private  note, 
that  the  'Agincourt'  might  be  sent  to  India,  if  I  wished. 

"W.  P." 


From  Sir  Henry  Pottinger, 

"  Government  House,  Victoria, 

"  Hong  Kong,  25th  July,  1843. 
'*I  have  the  honour  to   acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
Excellency's  letter  of  the  23rd  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the 
18th  instant. 

''As  I  conclude  your  Excellency  will  send  a  copy  of  that 
letter  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  I  think 
it  proper  to  say  that  I  mean  to  forward  one  to  the  Earl  of 
Aberdeen,  without  comment." 


From  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty, 

"  Admiralty,  1st  November,  1843. 
"  Sib, 

"  Having  laid  before  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Ad- 
miralty your  letter  of  the  26th  July  last,  and  the  enclosed  cor- 
respondence which  has  taken  place  between  His  Excellency  Sir 
Henry  Pottinger  and  yourself,  relative  to  the  powers  with  which 
he  has  been  invested  for  the  supreme  direction  of  affairs  in 
China,  and  to  your  position  as  the  Naval  Commander-in-Chief, 
I  am  commanded  to  acquaint  you  that  their  Lordships  consider 
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their  letter  to  jou,  of  the  29tli  August  last,  enclosing  copies 
of  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  the  Earl  of  Hadding- 
ton, and  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Aberdeen  to  Sir  Henry  Pottinger, 
as  satisfactory  replies  to  your  said  letter  of  the  26th  July.  And 
that  it  is  therefore  now  only  necessary  to  refer  you  to  these 
explanatory  documents. 

"  But  my  Lords  consider  it  due  to  you  to  place  on  record, 
that,  after  an  attentive  perusal  of  your  letter  of  the  26th  July, 
and  its  enclosures,  they  consider  you  to  have  acted  with  great 
discretion  and  propriety  thronghont  the  nnpleasant  diaonasion 
and  correspondence  pressed  upon  you  by  Sir  Henry  Pottinger's 
extraordinary  claims  generally,  and  more  particularly  his  claim 
to  give,  not  only  by  himself,  but  also  through  consuls,  his 
secretary  of  legation,  &c,,  such  detailed  orders  to  the  captains 
of  Her  Majesty's  ships  as  he  may  from  time  to  time  think 
proper  for  the  good  of  Qer  Majesty's  Service.  It  cannot  require 
any  statement  to  show  the  danger  to  which  the  ships  and 
crews  of  Her  Majesty's  Navy  would  be  exposed,  if  such  a  claim 
had  now,  for  the  first  time,  been  allowed. 

*'  Their  Lordships  deem  the  explanation  already  sent  to 
yourself  and  Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  to  be  so  clear  and  satisfactory 
that  it  is  not,  in  their  opinion,  necessary  to  go  further  into  the 
subject ;  except  to  say  that  they  consider  it  to  be  right  and  just, 
in  addition  to  referring  you  to  their  former  despatch,  of  the 
29th  August  last,  to  express  their  approbation  of  the  temperate 
and  proper  tone  of  your  part  of  the  correspondence  with  Sir 
Henry  Pottinger,  particularly  of  your  last  explanatory  letter  to 
him,  dated  the  23rd  July." 


"  To  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

"  '  ComwalliB,'  at  Hong  Kong,  24th  October,  1843. 

**  Her  Majesty's  Plenipotentiary  having  evinced  in  more  than 

one    instance  a  disposition  to  interfere  with  the  salutes   and 

honorary  distinctions  to  be  offered,  as  well  by  Her  Majesty's 

ships  as  those  of  the  Indian  Navy,  I  deemed  it  expedient,  on 

dispatching  Her  Majesty's  steam  vessel to  attend  his 

Excellency  at  Macao,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  him  to  the 
Bocca  Tigris  (to  execute  the  supplementary  Treaty  of  Com- 
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meroe  with  the  Chinese  High  Commissioner,  on  the  8th  of  this 

month)  to  call  the  close  attention  of  Commander to 

the  instructions  regarding  salutes,  established  bj  Her  Majesty's 
Order  in  Coundl  of  the  1st  February,  1838,  to  which  I  enjoined 
his  strict  observance,  and  did  so  very  explicitly,  because  I  had 
noticed  on  different  occasions  that  his  Excellency  had  been 
saluted  on  shore,  at  this  Island,  as  the  Governor,  with  19  guns, 
which  I  considered  was  done  by  his  own  directions,  and  at 
variance  with  Her  Majesty's  Regulations  above  quoted. 

''  It  was,  therefore,  with  no  small  surprise  that  on  being 
joined  by  the  '  Childers,'  on  the  9th  instant^  I  found  by  the  log 

presented  to  me  by  Commander  that  his  Excellency  on 

disembarking  from  the had  not  ouly  been  saluted  with 

19  guns,  but  the  Union  Jack  hoisted  at  the  main-top-gallant 
mastheads  of  Her  Majesty*s  ships  that  were  present,  under  the 
orders  of  Commander . 

"  On  the  return  of  the to  Hong  Kong,  on  the  13th 

instant,  my  astonishment  was  increased  by  observing  her  ap- 
proach the  anchorage  in  which  the  '  Comwallis,'  and  '  Agin- 
court,'  (bearing  the  flags  of  myself  and  Bear-Admiral  Sir 
Thomas  Cochrane)  were  lying,  with  her  pendant  struck  and  the 
Union  Jack  (the  flag  of  the  Admiral  of  the  Fleet)  flying.  The 
signal  indicative  of  the  flag  being  distinguished,  but  the  signal 

not  understood,  was  then  made  to  the by  my  flag  ship, 

and  after  an  interval  of  fifteen  minutes,  and  before  she  an- 
chored, it  was  repeated,  but  no  reply  was  offered  beyoud  the 
acknowledgment  of  the  answering  pendant.  Believing,  how- 
ever, that  Her  Majesty's  Plenipotentiary  was  on  board,  I  sent 
my  barge  for  his  accommodation.  On  his  landing,  the  Union 
Jack  was  hauled  down. 

*'  By  the  enclosed  copies  of  my  orders  to  and  correspondence 

with  Commander  ,  their  Lordships  will  see  that  I  had 

manifested  every  desire  that  all  becoming  respect  should  be 
shown  to  his  Excellency  the  Plenipotentiary,  in  accordance 
with  Her  Majesty's  Regulations ;  and  the  '  Childers '  and 
'  Proserpine,'  steam  vessel  (the  latter  belonging  to  the  Hon- 
ourable East  India  Company)  were  sent  to  the  Bocca  Tigris, 
expressly  to  do  honour  to  him  as  Her  Majesty's  representative. 

^*  I  will  not  comment  on  the  assumption  of  his  Excellency, 


57Q  THE  LIFE  OF  SIR  W.    PABKEB.  [1843 

in  dosiring  a  flag  to  be  displayed  in  one  of  Her  Majesty's  sliips, 
as  a  personal  distinction  for  himself,  which,  bj  Article  6  of  the 
5th  section  of  the  Begnlations,  is  expressly  interdicted ;  or,  on 
its  being  so  carried  in  two  foreign  ports ;  bnt  as  I  considered 

the  condact  of  Commander ,  after  the  caution  and  orders 

he  had  received,  to  be  quite  inexcusable,  I  conveyed  to  him  in 
my  letter  of  the  14th  instant  the  expression  of  my  strong  dis* 
approbation. 

*'  He  has  not  thought  proper  to  express  in  his  answer  the 
slightest  regret  for  the  occorrences  that  produced  it.  I,  there- 
fore deem  it  necessary  to  lay  the  whole  before  their  Lordships." 

"To Esq., 

"  Commander  of  steam  vessel 

Extract. 

*'  You  will  take  care  that  all  becoming  hononr  is  manifested 
to  support  the  dignity  of  Her  Majesty's  Plenipotentiary,  by 
manning  the  yards  of  the  vessels  under  your  command  when  he 
disembarks  and  re-embarks,  and  causing  the  '  Childers '  to  flre 
the  salute  due  to  his  rank,  in  conformity  with  Her  Majesty's 
Regulations,  and  likewise  to  ofEer  such  salutes  in  similar  manner 
to  the  Chinese  High  Commissioner,  should  he  visit  either  of  Her 
Majesty's  ships,  or  that  it  be  deemed  advisable  by  Her  Majesty's 
Plenipotentiary,  on  which  occasion  you  will  direct  the  number 
of  guns  to  be  fired  which  may  correspond  with  his  positions 
as  Viceroy,  or  as  Plenipotentiary,  as  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  may 
recommend. 

"  Should  Sir  Henry  come  on  to  Hong  Kong  in  the  

when  he  quits  the  Bocca  Tigris,  the  steamers  and  '  Childers ' 
will  accompany  you.  But  if  he  returns  to  Macao,  the  latter  is 
to  attend  the  vessel  in  which  his  Excellency  may  be  for  two  or 
three  leagues,  and  then  repair  to  Hong  Kong. 

"  Given  on  board  the  '  Comwallis,'  at  Hong  Kong,  the  2nd 
day  of  October,  1843." 


"  To  Commander  of  H.M.S. 


"  '  Comwallis,'  at  Hong  Kong,  14th  October,  1843. 
"  With   reference  to  your  letter  of    yesterday's  date  just 
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received,  jou  will  ixnmediatelj  state  to  me  the  time  when  and  at 
what  place  the  Union  Jack  was  first  hoisted  on  hoard  Her 

Majesty's    steam  vessel    under    yonr  command,     and 

whether  it  was  hj  the  desire  of  Her  Majesty's  Plenipotentiary ; 
in  which  case  yon  will  inform  me  if,  previous  to  its  heing  so  dis- 
played, you  called  his  Excellency's  attention  to  the  6th  Article 
of  the  5th  section  of  the  *  Instructions  regarding  Salutes,' 
established  by  Her  Majesty's  Order  in  Council  of  the  1st  of 
February,  1838. 

''You  will  likewise  report  at  what  masthead  the  Union 
Jack  was  displayed,  and  if  the  pendant  by  which  Her  Majesty's 
ships  are  always  distinguished  was  hauled  down  during  the  time 
the  Union  Jack  was  flying,  you  will  state  by  what  authority  this 
was  done." 

To  the  same. 

"  *  Comwallis,'  at  Hong  Kong,  14tih  October,  1843. 

"I  have  received  with  concern  your  further  explanations 
relative  to  the  salutes  at  the  Bogue  Forts,  and  your  bearing  the 

Union  Jack   on  board  the  when  his   Excellency  Her 

Majesty's  Plenipotentiary  was  embarked  in  her ;  because  I  do 
not  find  in  them  anything  to  remove  the  very  reprehensible 
position  in  which  you  have  placed  yourself  by  your  disregard  of 
my  orders  and  of  Her  Majesty's  Regulations  established  by 
Orders  in  Council,  to  which  you  were  directed  to  conform. 

"  It  cannot  fail  to  be  in  your  recollection  that  before  you 
were  detached  to  attend  his  Excellency  at  Macao,  I  personally 
called  your  close  attention  to  the  instructions  regarding  the 
salutes,  and  I  then  endeavoured  to  impress  on  your  mind  my 
earnest  desire  that  every  mark  of  respect,  due  to  the  high 
position  of  his  Excellency,  should  be  shown  to  him. 

"  In  my  order  of  the  2nd  instant,  which  placed  the  *Childers' 
and  *  Proserpine  '  under  your  orders,  you  were  specially  directed 
to  take  care  that  becoming  honour  was  manifested  in  support  of 
the  dignity  of  Her  Majesty's  representative,  by  manning  the 
yards  of  the  respective  vessels  when  his  Excellency  disembarked 
and  re-embarked  at  the  Bogue  Forts,  and  to  cause  the  '  Childers  > 
to  fire  the  salutes  due  to  his  rank  in  conformity  with  Her 
Majesty^s  Regulations. 
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''  These  commaaids  were  explicit,  and  it  became  jonr  boanden 

duty  to  direct  Commander  to  fire  the  proper  number  of 

guns,  which  jon  neglected  to  do ;  and  in  defiance  of  the  regula- 
tions to  the  contrary,  the  Union  flag  was  hoisted  at  the  main- 
top-gallant   masthead  of   the   ;    the    pendant  of    Her 

Majesty's  steam  vessel  struck,  and  she  actuaUy  entered  this 
harbour  and  took  up  her  anchorage  in  the  presence  of  the  two 
flag  ships,  with  the  distinguishing  flag  of  the  Admiral  of  the 
Fleet  flying ! !  No  communication  was  made  that  his  Excel- 
lency the  Plenipotentiary  and  Gk)yemor,  was  on  board,  nor  any 
notice  taken,  beyond  the  acknowledgment  of  the  answering 
pendant,  to  the  signal  hoisted,  and  repeated  by  the  '  Gomwallis,' 
that  *  the  signal  made  is  not  understood,  though  the  flags  are 
distinguished.' 

'*  When  the  first  intimation  was  made  to  you  to  hoist  the 
Union  flag,  it  was  your  unquestionable  duty,  respectfully  but 
explicitly  to  have  informed  his  Excellency,  Sir  Henry  Pottinger, 
that  the  display  of  it  was  in  direct  violation  of  Her  Majesty's 
Order  in  Council;  by  which  you  were  commanded  to  govern 
yourself,  and  you  should  at  least  have  solicited  his  Excellency's 
requisition  to  the  effect  desired,  before  you  ventured  to  depart 
from  the  orders  of  your  Commander-in-Chief. 

"  I  cannot  but  view  with  disapprobation  the  course  you  have 
taken,  and  admonish  you  to  be  more  circumspect  in  future." 

"  To  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

"  *  Comwallis,'  at  Hong  Kong,  15th  November,  1843. 
"  I  beg  to  transmit  herewith,  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I 
have  received  from  Commander  ,  of  Her  Majesty's  steam 

vessel ,  in  atonement  for  his  proceedings  detailed  in 

my  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo,  and  its  enclosures ;  and  as  I  am 
perfectly  satisfied  with  the  apology  he  has  now  offered,  I  am 
induced  to  hope  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  will 
not  think  it  necessary  to  take  any  further  notice  of  the  trans- 
action referred  to." 
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From  the  Earl  of  Haddmgton. 

"  Admiralfcy,  May  8ih,  1843. 

'*  Bj  this  mail  you  will  receive  from  the  Board  a  communi- 
cation  relative  to  the  intention  of  the  French  Gk)vemment  to 
send  certain  ships-of-war  to  China,  with  a  diplomatic  agent 
and  a  consol  to  be  stationed  at  Hong  Kong. 

"  1  feel  quite  certain  that  yonr  own  prudence  and  sound  dis- 
cretion will  suggest  to  you  the  proper  line  of  conduct  towards 
the  officer  in  command  and  the  civilians  to  whom  1  have  re- 
ferred, but  1  should  not  do  my  duty  if  1  were  not  to  state  to  you 
the  anxious  desire  of  the  Queen*s  Government  that  nothing 
should  occur  that  might  tend  to  interrupt  the  good  understand- 
ing so  happily  prevailing  between  the  two  Crowns. 

"  Acting  as  1  am  certain  you  would  have  acted  without  any 
hint  from  me,  1  trust  that  you  will  enforce,  upon  all  under  your 
command,  of  whatever  rank,  the  duty  of  governing  their  con- 
duct upon  the  same  principle  whenever  they  are  brought  into 
,  contact  with  ships  or  individuals  in  the  service  of  the  King  of 
the  French." 


"  To  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

"  *  Comwallis,'  at  Hong  Kong,  14th  May,  1843. 

''The  accompanying  voluminous  correspondence,  with  a 
schedule  attached,  has  arisen  from  the  construction  put  by 
Captain  Hope,  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  '  Thalia,'  and  senior  officer 
at  Chusan,  on  a  proclamation  issued  by  Her  Majesty's  Pleni- 
potentiary, Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  on  the  14th  November  last 
(and  promulgated  to  the  squadron  by  his  Excellency's  desire), 
notifying  that  no  British  vessels  could  be  allowed  to  go  to  any 
of  the  ports  (Canton  excepted)  that  were  to  be  opened  in  accord- 
ance with  the  late  Treaty  at  Nanking,  until  the  tariff  and  scale 
of  duties  should  be  fixed,  and  consular  officers  appointed,  of 
which  arrangements  due  notice  would  be  published. 

"  I  was  in  hopes  that  it  would  have  been  unnecessary  to 
bring  this  business  under  the  consideration  of  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty ;  but  as  it  has  involved  measures 
which  his  Excellency  deems  it  expedient  to  communicate  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Foreign  Department,  I  feel  it  incumbent 
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on  me  to  put  their  Lordships  in  possession  of  all  that  has  occurred 
on  the  subject. 

'*  It  is  but  jnstice  to  Captain  Hope  to  remark  that  the  dis- 
charge of  his  dnty  since  he  has  been  nnder  mj  command  has 
been  marked  by  the  utmost  zeal  and  attention ;  and  Sir  Henry 
Pottinger  cordially  coincides  in  my  sentiments  that  he  has  been 
throughont  actuated  by  an  nndeviating  and  earnest  desire  to 
fulfil  his  Excellency's  intentions,  and  promote  the  interests  of 
his  country. 

"Their  Lordships  may,  perhaps,  think  that  Captain  Hope 
has  carried  out  the  bearing  of  the  Proclamation  somewhat  too 
stringently ;  and  it  has  been  a  cause  of  regret  to  me  that  he  did 
not  wait  the  result  of  his  reference  to  myself  before  he  proceeded 
the  length  of  ordering  the  British  trading  vessels  from  the  River 
Woosung,  and  embargoing  others  at  Chusan. 

"  I  can  have  no  hesitation,  however,  in  avowing  that  I  in- 
terpreted the  Proclamation  as  tantamount  to  a  temporary  pro- 
hibition to  the  entrances  to  the  Rivers  Min,  Yang-tse-kiang,  or 
Woosung,  by  British  vessels ;  but  the  most  unfortunate  feature 
in  the  transaction  is  the  letter  which  Captain  Hope  deemed  it 
expedient  to  address  to  the  chief  authority  at  Shanghai.  On  this 
point  the  Plenipotentiary's  letter,  secret  and  confidential,  of  the 
26th  April,  will  best  explain  the  embarrassing  situation  in  which 
it  has  placed  him.  I  have  consequently,  in  compliance  with  his 
Excellency's  request,  felt  it  proper  to  remove  Captain  Hope  from 
the  China  seas ;  and  it  is  my  intention  to  send  the  '  Thalia '  to 
relieve  the  '  Endymion '  on  the  north-west  part  of  India,  the 
latter  ship  having  been  ordered  to  England. 

"  Captain  Chads  has  already  proceeded  to  assume  the  duties 
of  senior  officer  at  Chusan.  Captain  Keppel  will  be  stationed 
with  the  *  Dido,'  to  conduct  the  duties  in  Amoy  Bay  ;  and  the 
*  Harlequin '  and  *  Wanderer  *  will  execute  the  service  of  sup- 
pressing piracy,  and  protecting  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  the 
Straits  of  Malacca,  until  further  distribution  of  the  forces  under 
my  orders  is  made. 

"Hoping  that  these  arrangements  will  be  satisfactory  to 
their  Lordships,  &c." 
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From  Sir  Henry  Pottinger. 
"  Steam-frigate  *  Queen/  at  Chusan,  ISfch  November,  1842. 

"  Sib, 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  a 
proclamation  which  I  am  sending  to  Hong  Kong  to  be  published, 
and  the  purport  of  which  I  shall  be  much  obliged  by  your  making 
known  to  the  senior  officer  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  to  be  left  on 
this  station;,  as  I  deem  it  most  desirable  and  necessary  that 
merchant  ships  should  not  visit  the  ports  to  be  opened  until 
proper  officers  are  located  there,  to  control  and  guide  them  in 
their  intercourse  with  the  officers  of  the  Chinese  Government." 


ProclanuUion, 

"  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Plenipotentiary  and  Chief  Super- 
intendent of  the  Trade  of  British  Subjects  in  China  deems  it 
proper,  in  consequence  of  applications  having  been  lately  made 
to  him,  to  proclaim  for  general  information  that  no  British  mer- 
chant vessel  can  be  allowed  to  go  to  any  of  the  ports  (Canton 
excepted)  that  are  to  be  opened  in  accordance  with  the  late 
Treaty,  until  the  tariffs  and  scale  of  duties  shall  be  fixed,  and 
consular  officers  appointed,  and  of  which  arrangements  due 
notice  will  be  published. 

**'In  the  meantime  the  Port  of  Tinghae  (ChuBan)  and  that  of 
Koolongsoo  (Amoy)  are  as  heretofore  open  to  all  vessels  wishing 
to  visit  them. 

**  GrOD  SAVB  THB  QuEEN  ! 

'*  Dated  on  board  the  steam  frigate  *'  Queen,'  in  Chusan  Har- 
bour, this  14th  day  of  November,  1842. 

"  HY.  POTTINGER, 

"  H.M.'s  Plenipotentiary." 


From  Garptain  G,  Hope,  B,N.,  Senior  Naval  Officer,  GJiusan, 

"  H.M.S.  '  Thalia,'  Chusan,  27th  March,  1843. 
*'  I  think  it  right  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  since  you 
left  this  several  more  vessels  in  the  opium  trade,  and  under 
British  colours,  have  been  arriving  at,  and  departing  from  this 
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place  than  I  have  ever  known  daring  the  nine  months  I  have 
been  here. 

"Upon  one  occasion  lately  I  counted  no  less  than  ten  of 
those  vessels  in  the  inner  harbour,  and  about  a  fortnight  ago/ottr 
of  them  sailed  in  one  day  to  the  westward,  giving  out  they  were 
only  going  to  the  Bugged  Islands ;  but  there  is  no  doubt,  from 
what  I  have  heard,  that  some,  if  not  all  of  them,  have  been  to 
Woosung,  and  probably  to  Shanghai  also. 

"  As  this  conduct  is  in  direct  opposition  to  the  proclamation 
of  Her  Majesty's  representative,  of  the  14th  November,  184:2,  I 
have  to  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  me  instructions  how 
to  act ;  for,  as  they  all  get  clearances  from  the  marine  magistrate, 
and  that  officer  is  not  under  my  control,  I  do  not  think  it  would 
be  prudent  in  me  to  detain  them  under  these  circumstances.  The 
answer  they  invariably  give  to  the  guard-boats  is  *  that  they  are 
going  on  a  cruise,'  and  they  studiously  keep  all  their  movements 
secret  as  possible. 

**  I  am  the  more  unwilling  to  interfere  with  these  opium 
vessels  till  I  hear  from  your  Excellency  on  the  subject,  as  I  re- 
marked that  they  were  going  and  coming  in  the  same  mj/steriotts 
manner  when  Her  Majesty's  Plenipotentiary  was  at  and  near 
this  island. 

"  If  it  were  necessary  for  me  to  advance  any  further  reason 
for  conceiving  it  right  to  be  extremely  cautious  how  I  interfere 
with  the  vessels  in  question,  I  might  dwell  on  the  circumstances 
of  the  trade  in  that  pernicious  drug,  though  the  original  cause  of 
the  war  in  this  country,  being  a  subject  studiously  avoided  by 
both  parties  in  all  their  diplomatic  documents  which  have  come 
under  my  observation,  and  likewise  one  that  I  believe  is  not  even 
alluded  to  in  the  Treaty  of  Peace." 


Sir  Henry  Pottinger  to  Sir  William  Parker, 

**  Secret  and  confidential. 
"  Separate. 

"  Grovernment  House,  Hong  Kong,  10th  April,  1843. 
''I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of   your 
Excellency's  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  and  its  enclosed  copy  of 
of  one  from  Captain  Hope,  of  H.M.  ship  '  Thalia.' 


1843]  THE   LIFE   OF   SIR   W.   PARKER.  577 

'*  I  am  mucli  obliged  to  Captain  Hope  for  having  brought  the 
Bnbject  of  the  recent  increase  in  the  opium  trade  to  my  notice, 
although  I  had  before  heard  of  it. 

'*  I  am  well  aware  of  all  the  evils  attending  that  trade  on  its 
present  footing,  and  I  have  spared  no  pains  or  exertions  to  per- 
suade the  Government  of  China  to  legalise  it,  but  hitherto  with- 
out effect. 

**  Even  before  the  expedition  quitted  Nanking,  I  demon- 
strated at  great  length  to  the  Imperial  Commissioners  the 
impossibility  of  the  British  Government  preventing  opium  being 
brought  to  China ;  and  also  the  uselessness  (even  supposing  Her 
Majesty's  Government  would  do  such  a  thing,  but  which  I  held 
to  be  impossible)  of  prohibiting  its  cultivation  in  our  possessions 
in  India,  which  would  only  force  it  into  the  native  states,  and 
probably  add  greatly  to  the  annual  quantity  produced. 

*'  On  that  occasion  at  Nanking,  and  also  when  I  met  the 
Governor- General  of  Fukien  and  Chekiang  at  Amoy,  the  High 
Commissibners  and  his  Excellency  the  Viceroy  candidly  admitted 
I  was  quite  right,  but  said  that  so  long  as  it  pleased  the  Emperor 
to  disallow  the  traffic,  they  could  not  do  more  than  promise  that 
the  Chinese  authorities  should  not  trouble  themselves  to  enquire 
what  vessels  brought  opium  or  which  did  not,  and  that  their 
business  would  be  to  see  that  the  soldiery  and  people  of  China 
did  hot  purchase  or  use  the  drug. 

"  All  this  has  been  reported  to  Her  Majesty's  Government,  who 
have  been  pleased  to  express  their  entire  approval  of  my  views 
and  measures ;  at  the  same  time  intimating  Her  Majesty's  most 
gracious  and  anxious  desire  to  authorise  any  legal  step  to  aid  the 
Chinese  Government  in  restricting  the  trade,  or,  at  least,  putting 
it  on  some  less  dangerous  and  disreputable  footing  than  it  is  at 
present. 

"  This  matter  will  form  one  of  the  most  important  topics  of 
discussion  between  the  Chinese  High  Officer,  who  may  be 
appointed  Elepoo's  successor,  and  myself ;  but  it  is  involved  in 
difficulties  and  intricacies,  such  as  I  fear  nothing  but  the  legali- 
sation of  the  traffic  can  possibly  remove. 

"  The  Queen's  law  officers  consider  it  even  doubtful  whether 
British  vessels  can  be  legally  prohibited  from  going  to  other 
ports  than  those  to  be  opened  by  the  late  Treaty ;  and  even 
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Rnpposing  tkat  may  hereafter  be  so  arranged  by  an  Act  of 
Parliament  or  Order  in  Connci],  it  would  only  prevent  yesselB 
under  British  colours  frequenting  other  places.  It  is  a  matter 
of  public  notoriety  that  the  chief  mercantile  houses  engaged  in 
the  opium  trade  in  China  have  already  provided  themselves  with 
vessels  built  in  America,  and  sailing  under  American  colours, 
with  American  masters  and  crews,  expressly  to  meet  any  arrange- 
ment such  as  that  I  allude  to  above ;  and  it  is  also  well  known 
that  for  a  few  dollars  any  vessel  may  buy  at  Macao  a  Portuguese 
register,  and  the  right  to  carry  the  Portuguese  flag. 

'*  I  had  actually  offered  to  Elepoo,  before  his  death,  to  issue 
a  Proclamation  in  the  Queen's  name,  calling  on  all  British  vessek 
trading  in  opium  to  quit  the  harbours  and  inner  waters  of  China 
on  pain  of  seizure  and  confiscation  ;  but  we  could  not  (as  1  told 
Elepoo)  assist  in  such  seizure  and  confiscation,  and  the  Chinese 
Government  has  not  apparently  the  power  of  enforcing  the 
Proclamation  I  proposed,  so  that  it  would  only  have  tended  to 
expose  its  weakness  further. 

"  This  fact,  and  the  connivance  of  the  Chinese  authorities  of 
all  ranks  in  the  opium  trade,  are  the  great  and  insurmountable 
obstacles  to  any  plan  that  can  be  devised.  France,  or  any  other 
nation  in  Europe,  may  prohibit  the  importation  of  certain 
articles  of  merchandise  from  England,  but  none  of  them  can 
call  on  England  to  enforce  that  prohibition ;  and  even  supposing 
it  possible  by  some  mistake  that  not  a  chest  of  opium  should 
from  this  day  forward  be  produced  in  all  India,  other  countries 
would  take  up  the  cultivation  and  trade  in  it  so  long  as  the 
Chinese  were  determined  to  have  the  drug,  and  the  Government 
were  not  able  to  prevent  its  being  brought  into  the  country. 

"  I  have  not  myself  seen  occasion,  since  I  have  been  in  China, 
to  form  the  opinion,  which  I  know  some  have  imbibed,  as  to  the 
pernicious  and  demoralising  effect  of  the  use  of  ppium ;  *and  I 
believe  that  not  a  hundredth  portion  of  the  evils  spring  from  it  that 
arise  in  England  from  spirituous  liquors.  But  your  Excellency 
will  see  from  this  letter  that  all  that  is  practicable  has  been  done 
and  will  be  done ;  and  I  would  only  beg  in  conclusion,  for  obvious 
reasons,  that  this  communication  may  be  considered  by  yourself 
and  Captain  Hope  to  be  confidential,  at  least  until  I  can  see  my 
way  further." 
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"  To  His  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Pottinger. 

"  *  Cornwallis/  at  Hong  Kong,  22nd  April,  1843. 

"  I  have  just  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Excellency's 
separate  letter  of  yesterday,  marked  '  secret  and  confidential,' 
transmitting  a  copy  of  your  despatch  to  Lord  Aberdeen  on 
the  subject  of  a  remonstrance  made  to  your  Excellency  in  the 
name  of  all  the  principal  houses  engaged  in  the  opium  trade, 
against  the  interference  of  Captain  Hope,  of  Her  Majesty's  ship 
*  Thalia'  (and  the  senior  naval  officer  at  Chusan),  with  their 
vessels. 

"  From  the  letters  of  that  officer,  of  which  I  have  forwarded 
copies  to  your  Excellency,  I  have  no  doubt  that  his  sole  object 
has  been  to  carry  out  his  construction  of  your  Excellency's 
Proclamation  of  the  14th  November  last,  which,  as  no  excep- 
tion is  made  to  any  British  vessel  or  cargo,  I  conclude  that  he 
interpreted  as  applying  to  all. 

"  I  have  already  informed  your  Excellency  that  the  Proclama- 
tion waa  in  November  last  communicated  for  the  information 
and  guidance  of  the  squadron  generally ;  and  I  shall  feel  very 
much  obliged  if  your  Excellency  will  favour  me  with  a  copy  of 
the  memorandum  which  Captain  Hope  is  said  to  have  issued 
pending  instructions  from  myself,  that  he  may  be  duly  cautioned 
not  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  department  under  your 
control,  beyond  the  enforcement  of  measures  proclaimed  by 
your  Excellency,  and  to  which  you  may  deem  it  expedient  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  naval  force  under  my  command. 

"  The  *  Vixen  '  will  be  ready  to  proceed  to  Chusan  on  the 
morning  of  the  24th  instant,  agreeably  to  your  request,  and  I 
shall  send  by  her  to  Captain  Hope  the  dujpltccUe  of  your  secret 
and  confidential  letter  of  the  10th  iustant ;  the  original  went  by 
the  *  Omega'  on  the  17th. 

"  I  further  request  you  will  do  me  the  favour  to  inform  me 
whether  you  would  prefer  my  sending  Captain  Hope  a  copy 
of  your  despatch  to  Lord  Aberdeen,  or  to  what  extent  you 
may  wish  my  instructions  to  go  in  modification  of  your  Excel- 
lency's Proclamation  above  referred  to.  Also  whether  it  is  your 
desire,  in  the  event  of  meeting  with  any  British  vessel  bound  to 
Foo-choo-foo,  Ningpo,  or  Shanghai,  H.M.  ships  are  to  prevent 
their  proceeding  to  those  ports,  or  merely  to  notify  on  the  papers 
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in  the  nsnal  mode  jonr  Excellency's  Proclamation  interdicting 
their  doing  so." 


"  To  Captain  Charles  Hope,  R.K 
''  Secret  and  confidential. 

"  '  Cornwallis,'  at  Hong  Kong,  23rd  April,  1843. 

"  I  have  received  by  the  *  Masden,'  and  other  channels,  the 
several  letters  which  yon  have  addressed  to  me  relative  to 
Britisli  vessels  trading  with  opinm  and  long  cloths  at  ports  to 
the  northward,  which  you  consider  to  be  interdicted  by  the 
Proclamation  of  Her  Majesty's  Plenipotentiary,  dated  the  14th 
November  last ;  and  I  have  lost  no  time  in  communicating  with 
his  Excellency  on  this  very  important  subject. 

"  The  peculiar  position  in  which  his  Excellency  and  British 
interests  are  placed  under  existing  circumstances  will  be  best 
explained  by  the  enclosed  copies  of  correspondence  enumerated 
in  the  margin,  to  the  spirit  and  bearing  of  which  you  will  strictly 
conform,  considering  the  whole  as  secret  and  confidential.  And 
as  the  "  Vixen  "  is  dispatched  expressly  for  the  conveyance  of 
these  communications,  you  will  lose  no  time  in  withdrawing  any 
restrictions  which  you  may  have  placed  on  any  British  vessels 
trading  at  Chinese  ports,  and  intimating  by  a  secret  memorandum 
to  the  commanders  of  the  ships  of  Her  Majesty  and  the  Indian 
Navy  under  your  orders,  that  circumstances  have  rendered  it 
expedient  that  British  vessels  trading  to  any  port  of  the  coast 
of  China  should  not  be  interfered  with." 


"  To  Captain  Charles  Hope,  R.N.,  H.M.S.  *  Thalia.' 

"  Secret. 

"  *  Comwallis,'  at  Hong  Kong,  27th  April,  1843. 

"  A  few  hours  after  the  departure  of  the  *  Vixen,'  with  my 

despatch  of  the  28rd  instant,  the  'Harlequin'  arrived  at  Hong 

Kong,  bringing  your  further  communications  on  the  subject  of 

British  vessels  trading  with  opium,  long  cloths,  <&c.,  at  ports 

within  the  Tang-tse-kiang. 

"  I  read  with  much  regret  your  determination  to  seize  every 

such  vessel  which  did  not  immediately  return  from  that  river, 

because  I  had  hoped  from  your  former  letters  that  you  would  have 

waited  the  result  of  a  reference  to  myself  before  you  proceeded 
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to  those  serious  lengths ;  but  it  was  indeed  with  mucli  deeper 
ooncem  that  I  perused  the  copy  of  your  letter  to  His  Excel- 
lency the.  Oovemor  of  Shanghai,  pledging  yourself  to  measures 
which  I  believe  Her  Majesty's  Plenipotentiary  (and  certainly 
not  myself)  is  not  yet  invested  with  powers  to  control. 

*'  The  result,  as  I  foresaw,  has  caused  great  embarrassment  to 
his  Excellency;  and,  convinced  as  I  am  that  your  acts  have 
been  directed  with  the  best  intentions  for  Her  Majesty's  Service, 
it  is  with  much  additional  pain  that  I  forward  for  your  informa- 
tion  the  copies  of  my  letter  to  Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  and  his 
answer,  which  leaves  me  no  alternative,  under  the  peculiar 
position  in  which  the  public  affairs  with  the  Chinese  now 
stand,  but  your  immediate  removal  from  Chusan,  and  from  the 
China  seas,  as  soon  as  the  necessary  arrangements  can  be  made 
for  the  relief  of  the  ship. 

"  You  will  therefore  be  prepared  on  the  arrival  of  the  *  Cam- 
brian,' to  deliver  up  the  command  of  the  station  on  which  you 
are  now  employed  to  Captain  Chads,  and  repair  to  Grolongsao 
until  the  *  Dido '  reaches  Amoy  Bay  from  Singapore,  to  which 
part  of  the  station  it  is  my  intention  to  transfer  the  *  Thalia,' 
and  where  you  will  be  charged  with  the  duties  of  senior  officer 
in  the  Straits  of  Malacca,  first  joining  my  flag  at  this  anchorage." 


"Yen,  Inspector  of  Soo  Chow,  Woosung,  and  Taetseang, 
sends  the  following  communication  : — 

'' '  He  received  the  communication  from  you,  the  honourable 
officer,  through  the  excellent  and  trustworthy  Commander 
Wellesley,  whom  you  sent,  and  opened  the  letter,  and  perused 
the  same  in  company  with  the  magistrate  of  Shanghai,  and  the 
Commander  of  the  Right  Wing,  and  from  this  we  learned : — 

[Here  follows  the  substance  of  Captain's  Hope*s  communication.] 

*' '  On  reading  this,  we  perceived  that  you,  the  honourable 
officer,  as  well  as  the  Admiral,  considered  peace  as  the  grand 
object,  and  that  you  drew  no  line  of  demarcation  on  either  side, 
at  which  I,  the  Inspector,  was  greatly  delighted. 

"  *  Since  you,  the  honourable  officer,  have  now  directed  the 
commander  that  if  any  vessel  of  your  honourable  country  repairs 
to  the  harbour  of  Woosung,  she  will  be  obliged  within  the  space 
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of  one  daj  to  retire,  the  masters  of  the  said  vessels  will  implicitly 
obey  these  directions,  and  act  in  obedience  thereto. 

"  ^  And  as  it  is,  moreover,  stated  that  there  are  in  every 
country  people  who,  for  the  sake  of  private  gain,  will  transgress 
the  law  and  that  if  any  men  of  yonr  honourable  country  act 
wantonly,  they  should  be  reported  to  you,  the  honourable  officer, 
that  they  might  be  seized,  your  excellent  intentions  are  well  sup- 
ported. 

"  *  On  receiving,  therefore,  the  above,  we  give  tbis  clear 
answer,  and  this  is  the  principal  object  of  the  communication 
which  is  addressed  to  the  British  Commodore  Hope,  at  Tinghae. 

"  *  Dated  Taoukwang,  23rd  year,  3rd  month,  23rd  day  (22nd 
April,  1843).' " 


"  To  Sir  Henry  Pottinger. 

Extract. 

"  *  Comwallis,'  at  Hong  Kong,  3rd  May,  1843. 

"  I  do  myself  the  honour  of  forwarding  for  your  Excellency's 
perusal  a  letter  which  I  have  this  day  received  by  the  *  Vixen,* 
from  Captain  Hope  (of  the  *  Thalia '),  in  reply  to  the  instructions 
conveyed  to  him  by  that  vessel. 

*^  He  had  not,  when  she  left  Chnsan,  received  intimation  of 
this  intended  relief,  sent  from  hence  by  the  *  Wolverene  *  on  the 
25th  ultimo ;  but  Captain  Chads  was  to  sail  on  the  7th  instant 
from  Amoy,  in  the  *  Cambrian,'  for  Chusan,  for  that  purpose." 


"  To  Captain  Charles  Hope,  Her  Majesty's  ship  *  Thalia.' 

"  *  Comwallis,'  at  Hong  Kong,  6  p.m.,  11th  May,  1843. 
*'  I  have  much  satisfaction  in  transmitting  for  your  informa- 
tion the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  just  received  from  his 
Excellency  Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  which  leaves  no  doubt  of  the 
conviction  on  his  Excellency's  mind  that  your  late  proceedings 
with  regard  to  the  opium  vessels  was  intended  for  the  honour 
and  advantage  of  Her  Majesty's  service." 


**  To  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

"  •  Comwallis,'  at  Hong  Kong,  9th  June,  1843. 
"  Sir, 

"  With  reference  to  the  correspondence  which  I  have  already 
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forwarded  relative  to  tlie  proceeding^  of  Captain  Hope,  of  the 
'  Thalia,'  with  regard  to  British  vessels  trading  to  Shanghai  and 
other  ports  to  the  northward,  I  beg  to  transmit  for  the  inf orma* 
tion  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  the  copy  of 
another  letter  from  him,  in  explanation  and  justification  of  his 
condact. 

"  I  trost  their  Lordships  will  not  £Ebil  to  observe  that  Captain 
Hope's  snpersession  from  the  command  of  the  squadron  stationed 
at  Chusan  did  not  result  from  the  measures  he  adopted  towards 
those  vessels  from,  the  construction  he  put  upon  the  Plenipoten- 
tiary's proclamation  of  the  14th  November  last,  which  I  coincide 
in  thinking  was  a  very  natural  one ;  but  he  was  removed  at  the 
special  desire  of  Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  in  consequence  of  the 
letter  which  he  addressed  to  the  chief  authority  at  Shanghai 
having  compromised  him  to  certain  measures  incompatible  with 
the  declarations  made  by  his  Excellency  to  the  Chinese  Commis- 
sioners. 

"  Captain  Hope  doubtless  acted  with  the  most  honourable  and 
correct  intentions ;  and  although  his  relief  was  requisite,  I  have 
not  imputed  blame  to  him,  and  flatter  myself  their  Lordships 
will  not  think  any  censure  necessary." 


From  the  Secreta/ry  to  the  Admiralty. 

"  Admiralty,  l^th  November,  1843. 
'*  With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  14th  May  last,  enclosing 
the  correspondence  which  arose  from  the  construction  put  by 
Captain  Hope,  of  the  '  Thalia,'  and  senior  officer  at  Chusan,  on  a 
proclamation  issued  by  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  rela- 
tive to  no  British  vessels  being  allowed  to  go  to  any  of  the  ports 
(Canton  excepted)  that  were  to  be  opened  in  accordance  with  the 
late  Treaty  at  Nanking  until  the  tariffs  and  scale  of  duties  should 
be  fixed  and  consular  officers  appointed,  and  stating  the  arrange- 
ments which  you  have  made,  in  compliance  with  Sir  Henry 
Pottinger's  i-equest  for  the  removal  of  Captain  Hope  from  the 
China  seas,  I  am  commanded  by  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty  to  signify  their  approval  of  the  arrangements  in 
question." 


584  THE   LIFE  OF  SIR  W.    PARKER.  [1843 

Front  the  Ea/rl  of  Haddington, 

"Admiralty,  Anguat  5fch,  1843. 

"  The  last  mail  haiS  brought  desphatces  from  Sir  Henry 
Pottinger  to  Lord  Aberdeen,  but  none  from  you.  I  should  not 
have  had  to  write  to  you  by  this  opportunity,  therefore,  were  it 
not  that  Sir  William  Grage  has  communicated  to  me  that  part 
of  your  letter  to  him  that  refers  to  the  honour  of  a  baronetcy 
haying  been  conferred  on  your  military  colleague,  and  ndt  on 
yon. 

"  You  are  greatly  mistaken  if  you  suppose  that  this  arose 
from  any  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  Grovernment  that  a  distinc- 
tion ought  to  be  made  between  you  and  Sir  Hugh  Gough. 
After  the  letter  that  I  had  the  honour  of  addressing  to  you,  and 
after  the  speeches  in  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  especially 
that  noble  tribute  paid  to  you  and  the  gallant  force  under  your 
command  by  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  you  can  scarcely,  I  should 
hope,  entertain  any  feeling  of  that  kind.  Best  assured  that  our 
approbation  was  entire  and  perfect. 

**  Now  let  me  explain  to  you  the  grounds  on  which  it  was 
thought  right  not  to  award  to  you  the  Baronetcy  at  that  time. 

"  Sir  Hugh  Gough  had  received  the  honour  of  the  G.C.B. 
after  the  affair  of  the  heights  of  Canton,  and  before  you  amved 
on  the  station. 

"You  and  he  in  conjunction  carried  on  the  service  to  the 
triumphant  conclusion  of  the  war  under  the  walls  of  Nanking. 
Having  already  the  Grand  Cross  of  the  Bath,  there  remained 
but  the  Baronetcy  to  bestow  on  that  distinguished  officer.  You 
had  not  like  him  the  Ghrand  Cross  of  the  Bath,  and  it  was 
thought  that  the  most  appropriate  and  most  gratifying  military 
reward  that  could  be  bestowed  on  you  would  be  that  distinction. 
To  have  accompanied  it  by  the  other  honour,  and  thus  to  have 
bestowed  two  rewards  (if  I  may  so  speak)  at  once  on  the  naval 
commander,  and  but  one  on  the  general  for  the  same  services 
would,  as  it  seemed  to  us,  have  suggested  to  that  officer  the 
feeling  that  his  conduct  was  not  deserving  the  same  reward  that 
was  so  freely  bestowed  on  his  colleague,  and  that  the  military 
had  not  rendered  service  as  efPective  and  as  brilliant  as  that 
performed  by  the  naval  force. 
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'*  Oar  object  was  so  to  apportion  the  reward  that  an  equal 
tribute  should  be  paid  to  each  branch  of  the  service  for  the  same 
extent  of  important  and  successful  combined  operations. 

*'  Allow  me  to  observe  that  the  nomination  of  the  general  to 
the  command  of  the  armj  was  no  more  a  reward  than  your 
appointment  to  the  station  at  that  important  crisis.  Both  ap- 
pointments were  made  for  the  public  service,  the  admirable 
performance  of  which  by  both  called  for,  and  met  with,  the 
reward  thought  due  to  each  commander. 

''  Having  said  so  much  in  the  way  of  explanation,  I  have 
much  pleasure  in  adding  that  the  honour  of  a  Baronetage  will 
be  conferred  on  you  at  the  termination  of  your  command,  so 
that  your  children,  as  well  as  the  family  of  your  military 
colleague,  will  inherit  a  title  derived  from  the  Chinese  War, 
and  from  operations  of  a  very  extraordinary  nature  tendii^g,  as 
we  hope,  to  most  important  results." 


From  the  Earl  of  Haddington, 

"  Admiralty,  6th  September,  1843. 

"You  will  receive,  by  this  mail,  the  official  intimation  of 
the  reduction  of  the  force  on  the  East  Indian  station,  together 
with  directions  to  you  to  return  to  this  country  when  you  shall 
have  had  time  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements,  and  shall 
have  made  over  the  command  to  Sir  Thomas  Cochrane. 

"  I  cannot  let  this  intimation  go  to  you  without  expressing 
the  satisfaction  that  I  have  had  in  my  correspondence  with  you, 
and  assuring  you  that  I  shall  always  retain  a  pleasing  recol- 
lection that  it  has  so  happened  that  the  remarkable  service  you 
have  rendered  to  your  country  was  performed  during  my 
superintendence  of  this  department,  and  my  connection  with 
that  noble  profession  of  which  you  are  so  distinguished  a 
member. 

"  The  prospect  of  continued  peace  remains  unclouded,  and 
it  would  seem  that,  according  to  all  present  appearances,  there 
is  not  the  slightest  risk  of  a  rupture  with  France. 

"  Under  these  circumstances,  the  Government  has  found  it 
necessary  to  reduce  the  vote  of  seamen  and  marines  to  thirty-six 
thousand.    We  have  been  obliged,  therefore,  to  diminish,  as  far 
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as  the  securities  of  the  public  interest  would  admit,  the  force 
upon  several  of  the  stations. 

"  We  have  recalled  three  line-of- battle  ships  from  the  Mediter- 
ranean ;  we  have  reduced  the  numbers  of  vessels  on  the  North 
American  and  West  Indian  and  on  the  Brazil  stations,  as  well  as 
on  yours.  We  have,  at  the  same  time,  added  to  our  strength  in 
the  Pacific,  and  on  the  West  Coast  of  Africa.  We  trust  that  a 
line-of-battle  ship  and  fourteen  pendants  will  be  sufficient  for 
the  performance  of  the  requisite  duties  in  India  and  China.  I 
shall  be  happy  to  receive  any  remarks  you  may  have  to  make  on 
the  arrangements  intended  for  your  station.  I  ought  to  add 
that  it  is  not  improbable  that  an  arrangement  may  be  made  with 
the  East  India  Company  for  the  employment  of  some  of  their 
steamers  on  their  owx^  coasts.  As  nothing,  however,  is  settled, 
you  will  consider  this  as  stated  to  yourself  alone.  Although 
official  directions  are  sent  out  to  you  to  come  home  as  soon  as 
you  have  made  the  necessary  arrangements,  it  is  my  wish,  in 
which  I  am  sure  your  friends  at  the  Board  will  concur,  that 
inconstruing  these  orders  you  should  give  everyattention  that 
may  be  compatible  with  them  to  your  own  personal  wishes  and 

convenience. 

**  Come  when  you  may,  it  will  give  me  the  greatest  satisf ac- 
tion to  have  the  honour  of  making  your  acquaintance. 

"  I  am  labouring  under  an  attack  of  palpitation  at  the  heart, 
which  would  have  rendered  it  very  irksome  to  me  to  write  a 
very  legible  letter.  Anxious  to  save  myself  from  the  pain  of 
writing  and  you  from  reading  such  a  letter,  I  have  used  the  pen 
of  Captain  Hamilton." 


"  To  Sir  George  Cockbum. 
Extract. 

"  *  Comwallis,*  Hong  Kong,  8th  September,  1843. 
**  I  have  written  officially  all  I  have  to  say  about  buQding 
the  Naval  Hospital.  We  have  obtained  a  good  site,  and  I  hope 
to  the  extent  that  may  be  desired,  but  unless  the  work  is  un- 
dertaken by  an  engineer  or  architect  competent  to  superintend 
it,  we  shall  be  taken  in  by  the  Chinese,  as  most  of  the  merchants 
have  been,  with  their  houses,  which  have  been,  in  some  cases. 
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almost  washed  from  tmder  them  by  the  heavy  rains  and  sandy 
ground  on  which  they  are  built  without  proper  foundations." 


From  the  Earl  of  Haddington, 

"  Tynninghame,  N.B.,  2nd  November,  1848. 

"  I  cannot  allow  this  mail  to  go  without  writing  a  few  lines 
to  express  to  you  how  heartily  I  participate  in  the  feelings  of 
approbation  entertained,  and  1  am  very  certain  expressed,  by 
your  naval  friends  at  the  Board,  of  the  tone  and  substance  of 
your  share  of  the  embarrassing  correspondence  that  took  place 
between  you  and  the  Plenipotentiary.  I  need  not  enter  into 
details.  Nothing  can  have  been  better  than  the  temper  and 
judgment  displayed  in  your  letters.  Everything  was  done  that 
the  service  required,  and  nothing  was  given  up  that  became  you 
to  maintain,  and  1  think  you  were  disposed  to  make  every  allow- 
ance for  the  entirely  novel  and  delicate  situation  in  which  Sir 
H.  Pottinger  was  undoubtedly  placed. 

"  1  have  good  hope  that  the  same  spirit  will  animate  Sir 
Thomas  Cochrane,  in  your  absence  from  the  Chinese  coast. 
Indeed,  1  feel  certain  that  Lord  Aberdeen's  view  of  the  matter 
conveyed  to  you  some  months  ago  (1  mean  the  copy  of  his 
letter  to  you,  and  also  the  copy  of  Jiis  letter  to  Sir  H.  Pottinger), 
will  have  put  an  end  to  the  possibility  of  future  misunder- 
standing. 

"  I  have  carefully,  and  with  much  interest,  read  the  letter 
from  my  relation.  Captain  Hope,  of  the  *  Thalia,'  to  you,  on  the 
occasion  of  his  being  sent,  at  Sir  H.  Pottinger's  requisition  (and 
you  could  not  fail  to  comply  with  it),  from  the  Chinese  part  of 
the  station.  1  may  be  influenced  by  partial  feeling  towards  one 
whom  1  have  known  intimately  all  his  life,  but  1  thought  the 
letter,  on  most  of  its  statements,  unanswerable,  and  I  cannot 
but  regret  that  it  did  not  occur  to  Sir  Henry  to  warn  the  officers 
in  command,  through  you,  that  he  did  not  want  them  to  act  on 
the  Proclamation,  but  that  it  was  only  to  be  deemed  a  declara- 
tion of  what  ought  to  be.  If  the  latter  was  perhaps  a  little  too 
controversial,  great  allowance  is  to  be  made  for  the  feelings  of 
an  officer  circumstanced  as  he  was  at  that  moment. 

"It  is  possible  that  the  letter  to  the  Governor  of  Shanghai 
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may  have  been  embarrassing  to  tke  Plenipotentiary,  bnt  it  would 
seem  difficult  for  Captain  Hope  to  have  acted  as  he  tbought 
himself  bound  to  do  without  writing  to  the  Governor  an  explana- 
tion of  his  conduct.  It  is  possible  that  the  letter  may  not  haye 
been  judiciously  conceived,  but  of  that  I  cannot  judge,  as  it  was 
not  among  the  papers  sent  down  for  my  information,  and,  at  all 
events,  I  am  very  ready  to  concede  that,  on  that  point,  Sir 
Henry  was  the  best  judge. 

''  Though  every  allowance  ought  to  be  made  for  Naval  and 
Military  men  placed,  as  they  often  are,  in  the  necessity  of  assum- 
ing something  of  a  diplomatic  character,  yet  there  cannot  be  a 
doubt  that  you  had  no  course  to  pursue  but  to  send  the  '  Thalia ' 
from  the  China  seas  at  the  request  of  the  Plenipotentiary. 

"  You  will,  of  course,  consider  this  letter,  in  the  strictest 
sense,  private.  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  writing  to  you  with 
the  most  perfect  frankness,  and  it  would  gratify  me  if  you  would 
tell  me,  without  reserve,  whether  you  think  my  impressions  are 
founded  on  a  just  view  of  the  position  of  Captain  Hope  as  senior 
officer  at  Chusan,  and  of  the  duties  that  devolved  on  him  in  that 
situation.  I  need  not  say  that  your  answer  will  be  considered  as 
entirely  private.** 

The  following  is  the  difference  of  opinion  with  the 
Plenipotentiary,  as  to  the  powers  of  the  Consular 
Officers  over  ships-of-war,  which  caused  the  Admiral 
the  greatest  anxiety. 

"  To  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

"  *  Comwallis,'  at  Hong  Kong,  14th  October,  1843. 

"  It  pains  me  to  have  again  to  call  their  Lordships'  attention 
to  copies  of  a  correspondence  which  has  passed  between  Her 
Majesty's  Plenipotentiary  and  myself  on  the  subject  of  the  re- 
quisitions which  may  be  made  by  the  civil  functionaries  to  the 
commanders  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  to  be  stationed  at  the  ports 
of  trade  in  China,  and  my  objections  to  permitting  those  ships 
to  become  the  theatres  of  corporal  punishments  and  imprison, 
ments  to  be  inflicted  on  refractory  merchant  seamen,  at  the  will 
of  the  consuls. 

**It  is  my  misfortune  to  differ  from  the  views  of  his  Excel- 
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lency,  but  I  hope  their  Lordsliips  will  approve  of  the  cotirse 
which  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  io  adopt  in  maintaining,  without 
compromise,  the  long- established  principles  and  dignity  of  the 
Naval  Service. 

"  Their  Lordships,  by  my  letter  of  29th  July  last,  will  be  in 
possession  of  the  copy  of  the  only  written  order  which  I  have 
given  to  the  Honourable  Captain  Keppel  for  the  discharge  of 
his  duties  while  stationed  with  the  *  Dido '  at  Whampoa ;  but  it 
is  now  necessary  that  I  should  explain  briefly  what  has  passed 
between  that  officer  and  myself,  in  a  demi-official  form,  as  con- 
nected with  his  proceedings. 

"  Shortly  after  he  reached  Whampoa,  he  apprised  me,  in  a 
private  letter,  that  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Lay,  the  officiating 
Consul  at  Canton,  he  had  caused  two  seamen  of  merchant  ships 
to  be  severely  flogged  for  insubordinate  conduct,  that  it  appeared 
to  have  produced  good  effect,  and  he  expected  further  requisi- 
tions of  this  nature. 

"  Although  I  did  not  doubt  that  those  punishments  tended  to 
check  for  a  time  the  riotous  conduct  of  the  men,  the  whole 
proceeding  appeared  to  me  so  irregular,  illegal,  and  tending  to 
compromise  the  dignity  of  the  service,  that  I  cautioned  Captain 
Keppel,  in  a  private  letter,  against  any  repetition  of  it,  observ- 
ing that  I  was  unwilling  to  notice  further  what  had  passed, 
except  it  was  brought  before  me  in  an  official  shape.  I  repeated  my 
former  directions  to  him  to  afEord  all  possible  assistance  in  check- 
ing excesses,  and  apprehending  any  offenders  for  the  purpose 
of  their  being  sent,  when  necessary,  to  Hong  Kong  for  trial  by 
the  Established  authorities  ;  but  I  expressed  myself  averse  to  the 
employment  of  Her  Majesty's  naval  officers  or  men  in  the  in- 
fliction of  punishments  which  ought  to  be  performed  solely  by 
persons  employed  by  the  civil  power,  but  that  he  was  to  furnish 
guards  whenever  wanted  for  the  protection  of  the  civil  func- 
tionaries, and  in  furthering  the  ends  of  justice  on  such  occasions. 

**  On  this  hint,  Captain  Keppel  governed  his  subsequent 
conduct,  and  has  been,  I  believe,  most  zealous  and  active  in 
endeavouring,  by  all  legitimate  means,  to  preserve  peace  and 
good  order  amongst  the  trading  ships. 

*'  My  letter  to  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  will  so  clearly  explain  all 
my  sentiments  and  intentions,  that  I  will  not  here  tax  their 
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Lordships  with  a  recapitnlaidon,  and  earnestly  hope  they  will 
concur  in  the  principles  on  which  I  have  acted ;  for  it  will,  I 
fear,  be  scarcely  possible  to  carry  on  the  public  service  with  the 
dignified  tone  which  has  hitherto  characterised  Her  Majesty's 
Navy,  if  the  captains  and  commanders  (setting  aside  the  ille- 
gality of  the  proceeding)  are  to  be  subject  to  the  requisitions  of 
consuls,  or  other  civil  functionaries,  to  flog  and  imprison  de- 
linquents of  the  merchant  service,  at  their  will  and  discretion." 


Inclosure  No,  1. 

*'  To  Captain  the  Honourable  Henry  Keppel. 

"  H.M.S.  *  Dido,'  8th  August,  1843. 

"  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  4ith  instant  with  much 
regret,  as  I  not  only  consider  the  act  of  flogging  the  seamen  of 
merchant  ships  by  one  of  Her  Majesty's  officers  as  illegal  in 
itself,  but  when  done  on  the  requisition  of  a  consul,  that  ft  is  a 
departure  from  that  dignity  and  high  bearing  which  should 
distinguish  a  British  ship-of-war,  and  I  could  more  readily  have 
been  reconciled  to  an  act  of  this  nature,  carried  into  efPect  on 
your  own  sole  order,  than  your  being  made  the  mere  instrument 
of  infliction  at  the  requisition  of  a  consul.  , 

"  I  thought  I  had  so  minutely  pointed  out  my  disapproval  of 
Her  Majesty's  ships  being  made  the  theatres  of  imprisonment  as 
to  have  guarded  you  against  a  proceeding  of  the  nature  you 
have  privately  apprised  me  of,  and  I  sincerely  hope  it  will  not 
be  repeated,  but  that  the  occurrence  adverted  to  will  in  no  way 
be  brought  before  me  in  an  official  form,  as  it  will  be  my  duty,  in 
such  a  case,  to  record  my  decided  opinion  of  the  impropriety  of 
it.  I  truly  wish  you  to  give  all  the  assistance  you  can  to 
Mr.  Lay  in  supporting  order  among  the  merchant  seamen,  who, 
when  they  transgress,  should  be  locked  up  by  Mr.  Lay,  and  if  he 
thinks  flagellation  necessary,  why,  let  him  order  it,  and  see  it 
inflicted  himself,  if  he  pleases,  or  send  them  to  Hong  Kong,  to 
be  dealt  with  according  to  law  by  the  military  or  marine  magis- 
trate. You  will  do  right  in  giving  him  the  assistance  of  a 
guard  under  such  circumstances,  and  may  occasionally  receive  a 
ringleader  on  board  for  security,  to  bo  sent  there ;  but  it  is  not 
necessary  that  Her  Majesty's  ships  should  present  scenes  of 
punishment  on  individuals  who  do  not  belong  to  the  service, 
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or  tbat  a  boatswaiii's  mate  should  be  required  to  do  the  duty  of 
a  town  beadle.  These  exhibitions  are  painful  enough  in  exacting 
the  obedience  and  decorum  required  by  the  discipline  of  the 
seiVice,  but  they  never  shoald  be  extended  to  those  unconnected 
with  it,  and,  in  my  humble  opinion,  strangers  should  be  always 
excluded  from  witnessing  it  on  board  Her  Majesty's  ships.  The 
less  that  is  now  said  of  it  the  better.  I  repeat  that  I  by  no 
means  wish  you  to  relax  in  all  legal  support  of  Mr.  Lay,  l)ut  you 
must  gently  give  him  to  understand  that  it  is  not  consonant  to 
the  duties  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  to  cause  punishment  to  be 
inflicted  on  any  individual  who  is  not  amenable  to  the  discipline 
of  the  Navy,  and  it  is  derogatoiy  to  the  dignity  of  the  service  to' 
permit  it  on  board  any  of  Her  Majesty's  ships. 

"  You  will,  I  am  sure,  receive  this  admonition  in  the  friendly 
feeling  with  which  it  is  offered;  and  I  hope  and  trust  your 
duties  in  the  Canton  River  will  still  be  conducted  in  the  very 
satisfactory  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  civil  functionaries  with 
which  they  have  commenced." 


Inclosure  No.  2. 
By  Sir  William  Pa/rker,  O.G.B.,  Vice-Acbnvral  of  the  Blue,  ^c, 

"You  will  receive  herewith,  for  your  guidance,  copy  of  a 
Government  notification  and  two  printed  papers,  relative  to  the 
general  regulations  under  which  the  trade  is  to  be  conducted, 
and  a  tarifE  of  duties  on  the  foreign  trade  with  China,  which 
I  have  received  from  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Pottinger ;  and  it 
is  my  direction  that  you  proceed  to  the  anchorage  at  Whampoa, 
without  delay,  in  Her  Majesty's  ship  '  Dido,'  under  your  com- 
mand, when  you  wiU  put  yourself  in  communication  with 
Mr.  Lay,  who  is  appointed  to  conduct  the  consular  duties  at 
Canton,  and  you  will  render  him  every  assistance  in  your  power 
consistent  with  the  established  regulations  of  Her  Majesty's 
Navy,  for  the  objects  referred  to  in  the  aforesaid  papers,  keeping 
myself,  or  the  senior  officer  at  Hong  Kong,  acquainted  from  time 
to  time  of.  your  proceedings,  and  of  all  passing  events  in  any 
way  connected  with  Her  Majesty's  Naval  Service. 

"  Given,  &c.,  24th  July,  1843. 

"W.  PARKER. 

"  To  Captain  the  Honourable  H.  Keppbl,  H.M.S.  *  Dido.'  " 
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jProm  Sir  Heiiry  Pottinger,  25th  JuLy,  1843. 

EztractB. 

"  I  trust  that  everything  will  go  on  tranquilly  from  the  outset 
(of  opening  the  trade),  and  that  the  presence  of  Her  Majesty's 
ship  '  Dido,*  which  yesse],  I  was  informed  hy  your  Excellency's 
letter  of  the  19th  instant,  and  also  by  the  Honourable  Captain 
Keppel  having,  by  your  desire,  waited  on  me  in  going  to  Wham- 
poa,  will  keep  our  numerous  ships'  crews  in  awe  and  good  order. 

"T  have  instructed  Mr.  Lay  to  see  that  a  good  lock-up  is 
prepared  at  the  Consulate  at  Canton,  and,  as  soon  as  I  can 
ascertain  the  proper  constabulary  force  to  be  appointed,  I  will 
endeavour  to  make  arrangements  for  it." 


By  Sir  William  Parker ^  O.G.B.,  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Blue^  Sfc. 

"  To  the  Captains  and  Commanders  of  H.M.  ships  stationed  at 

the  five  ports. 

**  You  will  put  yourself  in  communication  with  Her  Majesty's 

Consul   at  ,    and  render  him  every  assistance  in  your 

power  consistently  with  the  established  regulations  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Navy,  for  the  objects  referred  to  in  the  aforesaid  papers, 
and  for  the  protection  of  the  persons  and  property  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's subjects. 

"You  are  not  only  to  prevent  riots  and  disorders  amongst 
the  crews  of  the  British  merchant  ships,  by  the  visitations  of 
your  boats,  but  to  afrord  boats  and  guards  for  the  apprehension 
of  any  offenders,  at  the  request  of  the  civil  officers,  and  to  pro- 
vide the  latter  with  a  guard  for  their  personed  protection  in  any 
measure  of  restraint  or  discipline  which  they  may  think  proper 

to  award ;  and,  further,  to  confine  on  board  the (until 

proper  places  are  provided  on  shore)  any  serious  offenders,  until 
an  opportunity  is  afforded  of  disposing  of  them  according  to  law, 
on  the  requisition  of  the  consul ;  but  it  is  desirable  that  those 
delinquents  only  whose  offences  are  of  an  aggravated  character, 
and  who  cannot  be  securely  confined  elsewhere,  should  be  de- 
tained 09  prisoners  in  Her  Majesty's  ships,  where  they  should  be 
kept  no  longer  than  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  ends  of  justice 
and  the  preservation  of  good  order. 
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"  You  are  to  be  very  circmnspect  in  treating  the  native 
Chinese  with  courtesy,  and  to  avoid  any  canse  of  offence  to  them 
by  the  officers  and  crews  of  Her  Majesty's  ships,  as  well  as  those 
of  trading  vessels  which  may  arrive  in  Amoy  Bay. 

**"  In  all  cases  of  dispute  with  the  Chinese,  which  may  require 
redress,  you  are  to  represent  them  to  Her  Majesty's  Consul  for 
his  interposition. 

"  You  are  to  transmit  a  list  of  the  arrivals  and  sailings  of  all 
merchant  vessels  (not  Chinese),  with  the  nature  of  their  cargoes, 
as  far  as  it  can  be  ascertained,  by  every  opportunity." 


From  Sir  Henry  Pottinger. 

"  Macao,  9th  October,  1843. 

"  On  my  return  this  morning  to  this  place  from  the  meeting 
with  the  Imperial  Commissioner,  to  complete  the  supplementary 
Treaty,  I  found  a  letter  from  Mr.  Lay,  the  officiating  Consul  at 
Canton,  which  had  passed  me  on  my  way  up  the  river,  giving 
cover  to  one  from  Mr.  St.  Croix,  the  Consular  Agent  at  Wham- 
poa,  and  of  which  letter  I  have  the  honour  to  inclose  a  copy. 

"  Although  it  is  not  expressly  so  stated,  I  can  only  infer  that 
the  Honourable  Captain  Keppel's  declining  to  assist  Mr.  St.  Croix 
in  the  manner  requested  has  emanated  in  something  contained 
in  instructions  from  your  Excellency,  as  Captain  Keppel  ap- 
peared to  me,  when  he  waited  upon  me  previous  to  his  leaving 
Hong  Kong  to  go  to  Whampoa,  to  be  perfectly  aware  that  one 
of  the  main  objects  of  his  being  stationed  there  was  '  to  aid  Her 
Majesty's  consxdar  officers  in  carrying  on  their  duties,  by  en- 
forcing the  regulations  under  which  those  officers  will  act,  as 
well  as  preserving  the  peace  amongst  the  crews  of  British  mer- 
chant ships.' 

"The  preceding  quotation  is  from  the  letter  which  I  ad- 
dressed to  your  Excellency  on  the  22nd  March  last ;  and  I  beg 
to  say  that  transcripts  of  that  letter  and  of  No.  128  were  for- 
warded on  the  same  day  to  Her  Majesty's  Government,  whose 
approval  of  my  proposed  arrangements  reached  me  on  the  7th  of 
last  month,  in  a  despatch  from  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  of  which 
I  likewise  inclose  a  copy. 

VOL.  IL  2   Q 
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"  In  my  letter  to  yonr  Excellency's  address  of  the  18tli  July,  I 
observed  ^  that  I  considered  it  to  be  my  peculiar  prorinoe  to  name 
the  ports  to  which  Her  Majesty's  ships  may,  or  may  not,  proceed, 
and  to  give  their  commanders  such  instructions,  either  direct  or 
through  the  consuls  at  those  places,  as  I  may  conoeive  to  be 
required,  and  of  the  propriety  of  which  I  alone  am  supposed  to 
be  the  judge.'  And  in  a  communication  to  Lord  Aberdeen, 
which  went  by  Colonel  Malcolm,  I  repeated  that  opinion,  and 
added  that  I  did  not  see,  whatever  the  chief  superintendent 
might  do,  with  the  Admiral  or  senior  officer  at  hand,  how  the 
consular  officers  were  to  carry  on  their  duties  at  a  distance 
without  the  power  to  request  the  commanders  of  Her  Majesty's 
ships  to  support  them  in  their  civil  jurisdiction,  and  which  can- 
not,  in  any  way  that  occurs  to  me,  interfere  with  the  obedience 
which  is  due  to  your  Excellency  as  Naval  Commander-in-Chief. 

*'  I  need  hardly  recall  to  your  Excellency's  recollection  the 
serious  and  manifold  evils  which  sprung  up  during  the  war, 
from  the  absence  of  any  acknowledged  legal  authority  over  the 
masters  and  crews  of  transports,  as  well  as  my  recorded  readi- 
ness, even  situated  as' I  then  was,  to  assume  powers  which  did  not 
perhaps  at  that  time  belong  to  me,  to  correct  them.  Those 
powers  I  now  conceive  to  be  fully  vested  in  me ;  and  I  have  not 
only  been  preparing  the  general  instructions  to  Her  Majesty's 
Consular  officers  in  China  under  that  conviction  ;  but  have  pro- 
vided in  the  supplementary  Treaty,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  accom- 
panying copy  of  the  10th  Article,  for  the  very  assistance,  to 
which  I  allude  above,  being  given  by  Her  Majesty's  ships  to 
those  consular  officers,  ^on  receiving  an  official  application  in 
writing  to  that  effect.' 

''The  greater  part  of  the  consular  instructions  have  been 
already  printed  at  Macao  and  at  Victoria  ;  and,  as  soon  after  my 
return  to  the  latter  place  as  possible,  I  shall  furnish  a  copy  of 
them  to  your  Excellency,  and  also  promulgate  such  portions  of 
them  as  may  seem  expedient  for  the  information  and  obedience 
of  Her  Majesty's  subjects. 

"  In  the  meantime,  this  letter  and  its  accompaniments  will  ex- 
plain to  your  Excellency  my  views,  and  the  grounds  of  them ;  and 
I  will  only  add  that,  unless  Her  Majesty's  ships  can  be  stationed 
at  the  ports  on  the  terms  which  I  point  out — that  is,  their  com- 
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manders  having  orders  from  your  Excellency  to  attend  to  all  requisi^ 
iions  of  a  civil  nature  they  may  receive  from  the  consular  officers  in 
writmg,  the  latter  of  course  being  distinctly  understood  to  he  re- 
sponsible  to  Her  Majesty*  s  Qovenvmenb  and  myself  for  the  legality 
amd  propriety  of  such  requisitions — it  is  my  opinion  that  their 
presence  will  do  mora  harm  than  good,  by  giving  the  semblance 
of  arrangements  and  precantions  that  do  not  in  reality  exist, 
and  thereby  augmenting  to  a  great  extent  the  difficnlties  and 
delicacy  of  the  consul's  efficient  discharge  of  his  duties. 

"HENRY  POTTINGER." 


"  Mr.  N.  de  St.  Croix,  Consular  Agent  at  Whampoa,  to  G.   T. 
Lay,  Esq.,  officiating  Consul  at  Canton. 

"Whampoa,  28th  September,  1843. 

"The  serious  disturbances  that  occurred  last  Sunday  on 
board  the  ship  *  Caroline  *  afford  me  an  opportunity  of  entering 
upon  circumstances  connected  with  the  preservation  of  good 
order  on  board  the  ships  now  at  Whampoa. 

"  When  I  first  entered  upon  my  duties  there  were  compara- 
tively few  ships  with  European  crews,  and  those  were  in  proper 
order,  in  consequence,  I  have  no  doubt,  of  your  having  caused 
two  men  to  be  flogged  for  the  same  conduct  that  the  crew  of  the 
*  Caroline  *  have  since  been  guilty  of.  Tour  orders  were  carried 
into  execution  by  the  officers  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  *  Dido,*  and 
the  good  effect  of  this  well-timed  example  was  felt  and  acknow- 
ledged for  some  time  after  my  arrival.  It  soon,  however,  un- 
fortunately got  abroad  that  Captain  Keppel  would  not  again 
carry  into  execution  any  corporal  punishment;  and  shortly 
afterwards  he  distinctly  stated  (on  the  occasion  of  my  having 
induced  his  first  lieutenant  to  confine  two  men  in  irons  pend- 
ing an  opportunity  of  sending  them  to  Hong  Kong),  that  Her 
Majesty's  ships  could  not  be  made  prison  ships ;  and,  upon  a 
later  occasion  of  my  putting  the  question,  declined  to  afford  me 
the  means  of  inflicting  corporal  punishment,  as  did  also  his  first 
lieutenant  on  the  recent  business  of  the  *  Caroline,'  when  I 
pressed  the  necessity  for  his  so  doing,  being  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  such  an  example  was  not  only  required  to  be  made  on  board 
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that  ship,  but,  lying  almost  In  the  centre  of  the  fleet,  would 
proye  most  beneficial  in  its  efPects,  and  be  an  act  of  mercj  pro- 
spectively considered.  So  firmly  was  I  convinced  of  its  neces- 
sity, that,  upon  his  declining  to  give  me  a  boatswain's  mate 
and  others  for  the  purpose,  I  begged,  and  obtained  a  promise  of 
two  or  three  marines,  as  a  personal  guard,  on  my  promise  that 
they  were  in  no  way  to  assist  in  the  execution  of  my  orders,  but 
merely  for  my  personal  protection,  which  I  did  not  require ;  but 
it  afforded  the  semblance  of  their  support,  which  I  did*  require 
and  solicit  most  earnestly,  intending  to  make  the  mates  punish 
the  men,  which  they  and  their  captain  for  them  declined,  plead- 
ing their  inability,  and  fears  of  the  crew  at  a  future  time,  all  of 
which  I  consider  inadmissible,  as  I  should  have  superintended 
and  taken  care  to  have  shown  that  they  were  acting  by,  and 
compelled  to  obey,  my  orders ;  besides,  it  has  not  unfrequently 
happened  at  this  place,  under  my  own  eyes,  in  the  absence  of  all 
authorities,  that  masters,  as  well  as  mates,  have  been  compelled 
to  do  so. 

"  I  do  not  know  the  nature  or  tenor  of  Naval  Regulations 
with  respect  to  their  affording  assistance  to  merchant  ships  in 
upholding  discipline ;  but  under  the  novelty  of  our  present  cir- 
cumstances, there  being  no  police  establishment  of  any  sort,  it  is 
highly  necessary  that  the  ship-of-war  stationed  at  Whampoa 
should  support  the  civil  authorities  in  the  infliction  of  corporal 
punishment;  and  let  this  once  be  known,  and  very  judiciously 
exercised,  and  the  best  effects  would  result,  both  during  the 
present  and  future  seasons,  and  probably  the  necessity  for  it 
cease  in  a  great  measure ;  but  I  do  take  the  liberty  to  state,  that 
the  possession  of  the  power  to  inflict  it  is  absolutely  requisite 
(under  novelty  of  present  circumstances  and  unformed  establish- 
ments) to  the  well-being  of  the  large  fleet  now  at  Whampoa ; 
and  though  I  am  told  it  is  contrary  to  Naval  Regulations,  and 
not  the  business  of  a  man-of-war,  I  do  think  the  strict  letter  of 
the  law  may  be  departed  from,  in  favour  of  the  benefits  to  be 
derived  from  a  more  free  interpretation  of  them,  and  great  ex* 
pense  saved  in  not  hastily  forming  a  police  establishment  for  the 
performance  of  those  duties  that  might  be  easily  done,  if  only 
for  the  present,  by  the  civil  power,  aided  in  all  cases  by  Her 
Majesty's  ships  stationed  at  Whampoa. 
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"  May  I  request  the  favour  of  your  transmitting  a  copy  of 
this  letter  to  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  ?  " 


Inclosure. 

Copy. 

"  Foreign  Office,  6th  July,  1843. 
"  Sib, 

"  With  reference  to  your  despatch  of  22nd  March,  I  have  to 

acquaint  you  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  approve  of  your 

intention  to  retain  a  sufficient  number  of  steam- vessels  in  the 

China  seas,  and  also   of  your  intention  to  cause  one  of  Her 

Majesty's  ships-of-war  to  be  stationed  for  the  present  at  each  of 

the  ports  which  will  be  opened  to  the  trade  of  Her  Majesty's 

subjects. 

"ABERDEEN. 

*'  Sib  BLenbt  Pottingbb,  Bart.,  G.C.B.,  &c.,  &c. 

"  Article  X. 

**  At  each  of  the  five  ports  to  be  opened  to  British  merchants, 
one  English  cruizer  will  be  stationed  to  enforce  good  order  and 
discipline  amongst  the  crews  of  merchant  shipping,  and  to  sup- 
port the  necessary  authority  of  the  consul  over  British  subjects. 
The  crews  of  such  ship-of-war  will  be  carefully  restrained  by  the 
officer  commanding  the  vessel,  and  they  will  be  subject  to  all 
the  rules  regarding  going  on  shore  and  straying  into  the  country, 
that  are  already  laid  down  for  the  crews  of  merchant  vessels. 

"  Whenever  it  may  be  necessary  to  relieve  such  ships-of-war 
by  another,  intimation  of  that  intention  will  be  communicated 
by  the  consul  or  by  the  British  Superintendent  of  Trade,  where 
circumstances  will  permit,  to  the  local  authorities,  lest  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  additional  ship  should  excite  misgivings  amongst 
the  people ;  and  the  Chinese  crmzers  are  to  offer  no  hindrance  to 
such  relieving  ship,  nor  is  she  to  be  considered  liable  to  any 
port  charges  or  other  rules  laid  down  in  the  general  reguations  of 
trade,  seeing  that  British  ships-of-war  never  trade  in  any  shape." 


Inclosure. 

**  To  Sir  Henry  Pottinger. 

"  *  Comwallis,'  at  Hong  Kong,  13th  October,  1843. 
"  I  have  just  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Excellency's 
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letter  of  the  9th  instant,  and  enclosnreB,  tranfimitting  the  copy  of 
one  from  Mr.  St.  Croix,  the  Consular  Agent  at  Whaznpoa,  to 
Mr.  Lay,  the  officiating  Consul  at  Canton,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Honourable  Captain  Keppel,  of  the  *  Dido,'  declining  to  assist  in 
the  infliction  of  corporal  punishment  on  the  disorderly  seamen  in 
the  British  merchant  ships,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  St.  Croix. 

**  I  trust  your  Excellency  cannot  imagine  that  I  have  ever 
questioned  the  power  of  the  consular  officers  to  request  the 
commaiiders  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  to  support  them  in  their 
civil  jurisdictions ;  and  I  unhesitatingly  declare  that  it  is  not 
only  my  own  desire,  but  I  believe  that  of  every  officer  under  my 
command,  to  comply  with  such  applications  eis  far  as  may  be 
compatible  with  their  duties  as  naval  officers ;  and  I  shall  most 
readily  give  orders  to  the  commanders  of  Her  Majesty's  ships, 
which  may  be  stationed  at  the  ports  of  trade,  to  attend  to  all 
requests  of  a  civil  nature  that  they  may  receive  from  the  con- 
sular officers,  provided  they  are  consonant  to  the  laws  of  England, 
and  not  at  variance  with  the  Queen's,  or  Admiralty,  Regulations ; 
but  I  cannot  direct  them  to  follow  the  unrestricted  requisitions 
of  any  civil  functionary,  or  other  officer  to  whose  authority  they 
are  not  professionally  amenable. 

"  I  am  well  aware  of  the  difficulties  which  the  civil  officers 
have  to  contend  with  in  repressing  the  turbulence  of  the  mer- 
chant seamen,  and  regret  that  the  authority  of  Her  Majesty's 
ships,  in  this  respect,  is  so  limited.  I  flatter  myself  they  will  do 
all  that  is  legitimately  in  their  power  to  assist  the  civil  officers, 
but  I  consider  the  infliction  of  corporal  punishment  on  merchant 
seamen,  by  the  officers  or  men  of  the  Boyal  Navy,  to  be  not  only 
illegal,  but  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  service ;  nor  could 
any  officer  be  exempt,  by  any  authority  derived  from  your  Excel- 
lency,  from  the  penalties  which  may  attach  to  such  illegality,  if 
prosecuted  for  the  same,  on  his  return  to  England. 

"  The  act  of  imprisoning  men  on  board  the  Queen's  ships  is 
also  objectionable,  except  in  extreme  oases,  in  corroboration  of 
which  opinion  I  may  observe  that  the  practice  of  sending  sea- 
faring men,  who  were  convicted  of  smuggling,  to  serve  for  a 
period  of  years  in  Her  Majesty's  ships  as  a  punishment,  has 
been  abolished,  on  the  ground  of  its  tendency  to  depreciate  the 
character  of  a  British  ship-of-war. 
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"  Before  Captain  Keppel  proceeded  to  Whampoa,  with  the 
*  Dido,*  he  waited  on  your  Excellency,  by  my  desire,  and  I  believe 
the  expediency  of  providing  places  on  shore  for  delinquents  was 
then  mentioned,  because,  independently  of  the  reasons  above 
stated,  there  is  no  place  in  which  prisoners  could  be  secured  in 
that  ship,  properly  sheltered  from  the  weather,  without  mixing 
them  with  the  crew  and  trenching  materially  on  their  comforts, 
and,  in  the  sloops-of-war  and  brigs,  the  space  is  still  more  con- 
fined. 

"Captain  Keppel  was  instructed,  not  only  to  prevent  riots 
amongst  the  crews  of  the  merchant  ships  by  the  visitation  of  his 
boats,  but  to  afford  boats  and  guards  for  the  apprehension  and 
confinement  of  any  offender,  at  the  request  of  the  civil  officers, 
and  to  furnish  the  latter  with  a  guard  for  their  personal  pro- 
tection, in  any  measure  of  restraint  or  discipline,  which  they 
might  think  proper  to  award,  and,  further,  to  confine  on  board 
the  *  Dido '  (until  proper  places  were  provided)  any  serious 
offenders,  until  an  opportunity  was  afforded  of  sending  them  to 
Hong  Kong,  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  established  civil  authorities, 
but  I  did  not  and  cannot  suppose  that  it  was  contemplated  by 
your  Excellency  to  make  Her  Majesty's  ships  the  arena  for  flog- 
ging and  inprisoning  the  refractory  seamen  of  merchant  ships. 

"  To  the  extent  herein  stated,  I  shall  be  quite  ready  to  instruct 
the  commanders  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  which  may  be  stationed 
at  the  ports  of  trade,  and  they  will  be,  of  course,  ordered  on  all 
occasions  to  protect  the  persons  or  property  of  Her  Majesty's 
subjects. 

"  It  pains  me  to  differ,  on  any  point  of  the  public  service, 
firom  your  Excellency,  but  I  should  be  unworthy  of  the  command 
with  which  I  have  been  honoured  if  I  were,  by  any  act,  wilfully 
to  compromise  a  question  involving  the  established  Regulations 
of  the  Royal  Navy,  without  the  authority  of  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty." 


"  To  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

" '  Comwallis,'  at  Hong  Kong,  2?th  October,  1843. 
"  It  becomes  my  duty  to  forward,  for  the  information  of  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  the  continuation  of  the 
correspondence  between  his   Excellency  Sir   Henry  Pottinger 
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and  myself,  since  my  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  on  the  subject  of 
corporal  punishment  being  inflicted  by  Her  Majesty's  naval 
officers  and  men  on  the  persons  of  merchant  seamen.  It  grieves 
me  to  think  that  so  much  of  their  Lordships'  time  will  be  occupied 
in  perusing  these  and  previous  unfortunate  discussions,  which 
they  will,  nevertheless,  perceive  have  become  highly  important, 
as  involving  questions  seriously  affecting  the  long-established 
rules  and  customs  of  the  Royal  Navy. 

"  I  sincerely  hope  that  no  further  differences  of  opinion  will 
arise  between  his  Excellency  the  Plenipotentiary  and  the  Senior 
Naval  Officer  in  these  seas,  until  the  instructions  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  are  received  on  the  points  of  our  dissent, 
which  may  be  briefly  resolved  into  two  main  questions : — 

"  Whether  his  Excellency  is  empowered  to  require,  and  the 
Naval  Commander-in-Chief  justified  on  such  authority  in  direct- 
ing, the  captains  and  commanders  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  to 
obey  orders  for  the  public  service,  either  direct  from  the  Pleni- 
potentiary or  the  consular  officers  deputed  by  him ;  and 

*'  Whether  it  is  legal  and  becoming  the  position  of  the  officers 
and  men  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  to  flog  the  offending  seamen  of 
merchant  ships  at  the  requisition  of  the  consular  officers,  and 
without  having  the  power  of  even  judging  of  the  propriety  and 
justice  of  the  punishment  they  may  -be  required  to  inflict  ? 

"  I  cannot,  however,  conclude  without  drawing  their  Lord- 
ships' attention  to  the  style  of  Sir  Henry  Pottinger's  letter  of 
the  17th  October,  to  the  animadversions  which  he  passes,  by 
implication,  on  Her  Majesty's  naval  officers,  but  more  par- 
ticularly  to  the  extract  of  his  demi-official  letter  to  the  Earl  of 
Aberdeen : — 

"  *  I  cannot  decide,  until  I  give  the  matter  full  consideration, 
what  I  shall  do,  but  my  first  impression  is,  that  I  shall  be  obliged 
to  altogether  dispense  with  the  presence  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  at 
the  different  ports,  pending  a  decision  of  the  question  from  home, 
and  to  authorise  the  consuls  to  form  the  best  marine  police  they 
can.  To  this  plan  there  are  obvious  objections,  both  on  the 
scale  of  expense  and  inefficiency;  but  if  Her  Majesty's  ships 
cannot,  or  will  not,  interfere  in  such  urgent  cases  as  are  spoken  of 
in  Messrs.  Lay's  and  St.  Croix's  letters,  I  cannot  see  the  use  of 
placing  them  at  the  ports.'     I  added,  in  the  same  letter, 
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<<  <  K  our  Treatjr  and  connectioii  with  Cbina  are  to  prosper, 
regalations  and  authonty  must  be  laid  down  and  given  according 
to  tlie  exigencies  of  the  case ;  and  if  Her  Majesty's  ships  cannot 
be  employed  as  is  necessary,  let  them  be  recalled,  and  this  expense 
applied  to  providing  colonial  or  other  vessels,  commanded  by 
steady  masters  of  the  navy  or  half-pay  lieutenants,  with  whose 
station  and  dignity  it  will  not  clash  to  do  the  Queen's  service 
that  may  be  needed  of  them.' 

"  If  their  Lordships  will  but  refer  to  my  previous  letter  to 
his  Excellency  of  13th  October,  I  think  they  wiU  see  how  little 
he  had  cause  for  coming  to  such  extraordinary  determinations, 
for  my  letter  shows  that  I  made  no  objections  to  his  proposition 
for  supporting  the  consular  officers,  save  and  except  with  regard 
to  Her  Majesty's  officers  or  men  being  employed  illegally  to  flog 
the  merchant  seamen ! ! 

"  Now,  Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  in  the  fifth  paragraph  of  his 
answering  letter,  expressly  stated  that  he  did  not  contemplate 
corporal  punishment  at  all ! !  yet  does  he,  notwithstanding,  per- 
sist in  alluding  to  the  expediency  of  removing  Her  Majesty's 
ships,  and  providing  colonial  ones  in  their  stead.  It  will  be  for 
their  Lordships  to  reconcile  this  strange  proceeding.  They  will 
not  fail  to  observe  also,  that,  after  consulting  with  the  consuls, 
his  Excellency  requested  to  have  the  ships  stationed  at  the  ports 
of  trade  under  the  orders  which  I  proposed  to  give  them.  A 
copy  of  these  will  be  found  in  the  correspondence,  and  I  trust 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  will  feel  satisfied  that 
the  officers  and  men  of  the  squadron  are  ever-ready  and  desirous 
of  discharging  their  duties  with  zeal  and  fidelity." 


From  Sir  Henry  Pottinger, 

**  Government  House,  Victoria,  Hong  Kong,  17th  October,  1843. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excel- 
lency's letter  of  the  13th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  9th 
instant,  which  was  detained  some  days  at  Macao  by  bad  weather. 

"  I  have  given  your  Excellency's  letter  my  most  anxious  and 
full  consideration,  and  the  strict  meaning  of  it  I  understand  to 
be  that  the  captains  and  commanders  of  Her  Majesty's  ships 
will  be  instructed  to  support  the  civil  authorities  according  to 
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their  own  estimate  of  what  is  right  aixd  proper.  That  is,  that  the 
captains  and  commanders  are  to  be  the  judges  of  the  legality  or 
fitness  of  the  requests  or  reqaisitions  (for  I  have  nsed  the  words 
in  mj  yarions  letters,  without  the  slightest  wish  to  stickle  as  to 
their  different  meanings)  they  may  receive  from  the  consular 
officers,  and  to  attend  to  them  or  not,  as  they  may  see  fit. 

"  I  have  no  sort  of  hesitation  in  distinctly  saying  such  was 
not  my  intention,  nor  does  it  accord  with  the  purport  of  my 
letter  to  your  Excellency  of  22nd  March  last,  which  I  have 
already  informed  you  has  been  submitted  to,  and  approved  of  by, 
Her  Majesty's  Government. 

"It  is  needless  for  me  here  to  enter  into  any  lengthened  dis- 
quisition as  to  whether  I  have,  or  have  not,  the  power  to  delegate 
authority,  and  to  make  rules  for  the  exercise  of  that  authority, 
which  should  screen  all  concerned  in  enforcing  those  rules  from 
any  subsequent  legal  consequences.  I  believe  I  have  that  power, 
and  the  best  legal  advice  that  it  has  been  in  my  power  to  obtain 
in  China  tends  to  confirm  that  belief,  but  both  on  this  point  and 
the  other  objections  which  your  Excellency  has  pointed  out,  I  am 
now  prepared  to  await  the  decision  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

**  Your  Excellency,  I  observe,  indirectly  assumes  that  it  was 
a  part  of  my  plan  '  to  make  Her  Majesty's  ships  the  arena  for 
flogging  and  imprisoning  the  refractory  seamen  of  merchant 
ships,'  but  I  respectfully  think  that  there  is  nothing  to  be  found 
in  any  of  my  communications  to  your  Excellency,  or  their  en- 
closures, that  can  bear  that  interpretation.  By  the  letter  from 
Mr.  St.  Croix,  which  has  immediately  led  to  the  present  corre- 
spondence, he  only,  it  would  appear,  asked  for  assistance  to  carry 
his  own  decision,  as  consular  agent  and  magistrate,  into  execu- 
tion, on  board  the  vessel  where  the  crew  had  been  riotous  and 
disorderly.  Indeed,  the  object  of  the  punishment  he  proposed 
would  have  been  lost  had  that  punishment  been  inflicted  else- 
where ;  and  I  would  beg  to  refer  your  Excellency  to  the  exti'acts 
from  my  (printed)  instructions  to  Mr.  Lay,  contained  in  tht 
Government  notification  of  the  22nd  July,  which  I  transmitted 
with  my  letter  of  the  25th  of  that  month,  and  to  that  letter 
itself,  for  a  confirmation  of  what  I  now  state.  It  will  be  seen, 
from  those  documents,  that  I  did  not  contemplate  corporal 
punishment  at  all ;  but  where  the  crews  of  merchant  ships,  not 
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only  refase  to  obey  the  masters  and  mates,  bnt  assault  and  ill- 
treat  those  persons — their  immediate  superiors — on  whom  the 
safety  of  the  vessel  and  cargo  depends,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that, 
in  any  country,  and  more  particularly  in  China,  it  would  become 
the  duty  of  Her  Majesty's  naval  officers,  whatever  may  be  their 
raxik  or  station,  to  uphold  the  Queen's  peace  and  dignity,  by 
rendering  the  necessary  assistance  to  the  civil  authority. 

''As  bearing  on  this  question,  I  may  add  that  I  knew  an 
instance,  within  my  own  personal  observation,  in  which  Captain 
Price  Blackwood  (afterwards  Lord  Dufferin  and  Clandeboye), 
flogged  several  men  belonging  to  one  of  the  Honourable  Com- 
pany's cruizers,  whom  he  met  at  sea,  on  the  official  statement  of 
the  commander  of  that  cruizer,  supported  by  his  officers,  that 
the  men  had  been  disrespectful  to  him.  This  occurred,  it  is  to  be 
observed,  before  the  Indian  Navy  was  placed  on  its  present 
footing,  and  the  officers  and  men  belonging  to  it  were  declared 
to  be  subject  to  martial  law.  The  case  was,  therefore,  strictly 
analogous  to  a  merchant  ship  in  which  the  master  might  be 
apprehensive  of  carrying  into  execution  the  decision  of  a  magis- 
trate, as  at  Whampoa,  in  the  affi^kir  of  the  '  Caroline.' 

"  I  do  not  myself  think,  from  the  tenor  of  Mr.  St.  Croix's 
letter,  that  Captain  EZeppel  acted  up  to  the  full  spirit  of  the 
instructions  he  received,  as  quoted  by  your  Excellency,  in  which 
you  mention  that  '  Captain  Keppel  was  instructed,  not  only  to 
prevent  riots  and  disorder  amongst  the  crews  of  the  merchant 
vessels  by  the  visitation  of  his  boats,  but  to  afford  boats  and 
guards  for  the  apprehension  and  confinement  of  any  offender,  at 
the  request  of  the  civil  officers,  and  to  furnish  the  latter  with  a 
guard  for  their  personal  protection,  in  any  measure  of  restraint 
or  discipline,  which  they  may  think  proper  to  award,  and,  further, 
to  confine  on  board  the  "  Dido  "  (until  proper  places  ^  ere  pro- 
vided) any  serious  offenders,  until  an  opportunity  was  afforded 
of  sending  them  to  Hong  Kong,  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  estab- 
lished authorities  ; '  bnt  I  do,  on  the  other  hand,  think  that  the 
case,  particularly  considering  that  there  were  above  60,000  tons 
of  British  shipping  at  the  moment  at  Whampoa,  was  one  of 
extreme  urgency,  and  ought  to  have  been  promptly  met,  even 
had  there  been  no  magistrate  or  consular  officer  on  the  spot 
ready  to  assume  all  the  required  responsibility. 
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"As  the  whole  question  is  now  referred  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  1  think  it  right  to  send  herewith,  for  yonr  Excel- 
lency's information,  a  copy  of  my  despatch  of  the  14th  instant,  to 
the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  also  transcripts  of  Mr.  Lay's  letter  to  me 
(forwarding  Mr.  St.  Croix's),  and  of  my  reply  of  the  lOfch  instant. 
In  addition  to  what  I  have  said  in  the  official  despatch,  I  stated, 
in  a  demi-official  letter  to  Lord  Aberdeen:  'I  cannot  decide, 
until  I  give  the  matter  full  consideration,  what  I  shall  do,  but 
my  first  impression  is,  that  I  shall  be  obliged  to  altogether  dis- 
pense with  the  presence  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  at  the  different 
ports,  pending  a  decision  of  the  question  from  home,  and  to 
authorise  the  consuls  to  form  the  best  marine  police  they  can. 
To  this  plan  there  are  obvious  objections,  both  on  the  score  of 
expense  and  inefficiency ;  but  if  Her  Majesty's  ships  cannot,  or 
will  not,  interfere  in  such  urgent  cases  as  are  spoken  of  in 
Messrs.  Lay's  and  St.  Croix's  letters,  I  cannot  see  the  use  of 
placing  them  at  the  ports.'  I  added,  in  the  same  letter,  '  If  our 
Treaty  and  connection  with  China  are  to  prosper,  regulations 
and  authority  must  be  laid  down  and  given  according  to  the 
exigiencies  of  the  case;  and  if  Her  Majesty's  ships  cannot  be 
employed  as  is  necessary,  let  them  be  recalled,  and  their  expense 
applied  in  providing  colonial  or  other  vessels,  commanded  by 
steady  masters  of  the  Navy  or  half-pay  lieutenants,  with  whose 
stations  and  dignity  it  will  not  clash  to  do  the  Queen's  service 
that  may  be  needed  of  them.' 

**  Both  the  despatch  and  letter  were  written  during  the  nigki 
of  the  14th  instant,  to  go  by  the  '  Red  Rover '  clipper  from 
Macao  the  following  morning,  else  I  should  have  earlier  furnished 
your  Excellency  with  the  copy  and  extracts.  Since  they  were 
written,  I  have  consulted  with  the  gentlemen  who  are  going  to 
the  northern  ports  as  consuls,  and,  as  they  seem  to  be  of  opinion 
that  even  the  support  described  in  the  preceding  quotation  from 
your  Excellency's  letter  will  be  of  much  use  to  them  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  novel  and  unprecedented  duties,  and  as  the 
presence  of  a  ship-of-war  is  also  provided  for  by  the  Supple- 
mentary Treaty,  I  shall  be  obliged  by  your  Excellency  issuing 
instructions  to  Her  Majesty's  ships  to  be  stationed  at  the  ports 
accordingly,  and  by  your  forwarding  me  with  a  copy  of  those 
instructions,  that  I  may  let  the  consuls  know  precisely  to  what 
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points  thej  are  to  limit  their  applications  for  assistance,  by  which 
arrangement  I  trust  all  chance  of  misunderstanding  or  cause  for 
reference  will  be  obviated,  until  defined  orders  shall  be  received 
from  England." 


Ftiyin  Gaptain  the  Honcnirable  Henry  Keppel, 

"  H.M.S.  *  Dido,'  Whampoa,  19th  October,  1843. 
"  Sir, 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose,  for  jour  Excellency's  in- 
formation, copies  of  letters  (with  my  answers)  received  yesterday 
from  Her  Majesty's  Consul  at . 

"  With  regard  to  that  part  of  his  Excellency  the  Plenipoten- 
tiary's letter,  requiring  you  to  give  an  order  to  all  commanders 
to  attend  (without  an  opinion  of  their  own)  to  all  requisitions  of  a 
ciuil  nature  that  they  may  receive  from  the  consular  officer  in 
toriting,  thereby  rendering  myself,  and  Her  Majesty's  ship  under 
my  command,  a  mere  tool  in  the  hands  of  Her  Majesty's  Con- 
sular Agent  at  Whampoa,  1  beg  to  state  that,  should  it  ever  be 
possible  for  your  Excellency  to  give  such  an  order,  that,  unless 
the  *  Dido '  can  be  removed  from  the  Canton  Eiver,  I  must 
respectfully  entreat  that  I  may  be  superseded  from  a  command 
which  I  should  consider  derogatory  to  the  rank  I  have  the 
honour  to  hold  in  Her  Majesty's  naval  service." 


From  the  Consular  Agent  at  Whampoa  to  Gaptain  the  Honourable 

Henry  Keppel, 

"  Mr,  P ,  master  of  the  British  barque  '  Patron,'  called 

at  this  office  to-day,  and  stated  that  W.  F.,  a  seaman  belonging 
to  that  vessel,  had  made  his  escape.     F.  had  been  imprisoned  by 

Lieut.  P ,  harbour  master,  Hong  Kong,  for  refusing  to  work, 

but  had  been  subsequently  released,  under  promise  of  amend- 
ment, and  put  on  board  the  *  Devonport.'  When  this  vessel 
reached  Whampoa,  he  took  a  sampan,  seemingly  with  an  inten- 
tion of  returning  to  his  own  ship,  but  seized  this  opportunity  of 
getting  ashore,  where  1  suppose  he  lies  concealed  at  no  great 
distance  from  the  bank  of  the  river.     If  enquiries  were  made 
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among  the  people  who  attend  the  ships,  his  hiding  place  mighty 
perhaps,  be  ascertained.  As  several  merchant  ressels  are  on 
the  eve  of  departure  he  may  be  waiting  for  a  chance  to  get  on 
board  one  of  them.  I  have  therefore  to  request  that  yon  canse 
inquiries  to  be  made  among  the  boat  people,  on  shore  and  on 
board  the  vessels  about  to  start,  that  he  may  be  apprehended. 
And  should  you  succeed  in  his  apprehension,  I  further  beg  you 
will  order  three  dozen  lashes  to  be  laid  upon  his  back,  and  send 
him  to  his  own  ship. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir." 


"  Sir  H.  Pottinger  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  K.G. 

"  Government  House,  Victoria,  Hong  Kong,  14th  October,  1843. 

'*  At  the  last  moment^  before  closing  the  mail  to  be  forwarded 
to  Calcutta  by  the  clipper  *Red  Rover,'  which  is  to  sail  from 
Macao  to-morrow  morning,  I  have  the  honour  of  forwarding  to 
your  Lordship  copies  of  a  series  of  correspondence  which  has 
passed  between  Mr.  Lay,  M!r.  St.  Croix,  Sir  William  Parker,  and 
myself,  regarding  the  extent  and  nature  of  the  assistance  to  be 
rendered  by  Her  Majesty's  ships-of-war  to  the  consular  autho- 
rities in  China. 

"  I  have  only  time  now  to  observe  that  the  question  involved 
in  this  correspondence  is  one  of  vital  importance  to  the  success 
of  all  our  arrangements  in  China,  and  to  most  earnestly  and 
respectfully  recommend  it  to  the  early  consideration  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government." 


"  Mr.  Lay  to  Sir  Henry  Pottinger. 

'*  British  Consulate,  Canton,  5  th  October,  1848. 
"  I  enclose,  for  your  Excellency's  consideration,  a  letter 
addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  St.  Croix,  on  some  points  connected 
with  that  gentleman's  duties  at  Whampoa.  1  was  unwilling  to 
trouble  your  Excellency,  and  therefore  kept  back  the  letter,  but 
a  recent  instance  of  daring  assault,  committed  by  the  men  of  the 
*  Mary  Ann '  against  the  master  and  officers  of  that  ship,  has 
forcibly  pressed  it  on  my  attention.  I  agree  with  Mr.  St.  Groiz 
in  thinking  that,  if  the  Honourable  Captain  Keppel  had  conk 
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tiniied  to  support  the  civil  authority  with  the  same  promptitade 
and  zeal  which  he  displayed  so  conspicuously  on  his  first  arrival 
at  Whampoa,  a  repetition  of  such  mutinous  outbreaks  would 
not  have  occurred,  and  the  consular  agent  would  only  have  been 
called  upon  to  hear  and  decide  cases  in  which  a  mild  punishment 
or  rebuke,  or  even  the  adjustment  of  a  question,  would  be  all 
that  was  required." 


"  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  to  the  Officiating  Consul,  Canton. 

"  Macao,  10th  October,  1843. 

'*  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  with  its 
accompanying  copy  of  one  from  Mr.  St.  Croix,  and  I  beg  to  en- 
close, for  your  information,  a  transcript  of  a  communication 
which  I  yesterday  addressed,  in  consequence,  to  Yice-Admiral 
Sir  William  Parker,  Q.C.B. 

"  The  only  thing  in  which  I  could  have  wished  that  yon  had 
acted  more  promptly  in  this  affair  would  have  been  your  address- 
ing an  official  letter  to  the  Honourable  Captain  Keppel,  in  order 
to  obtain  from  him  a  precise  reply,  in  writing,  as  to  whether  he 
could,  or  could  not,  consistently  with  his  orders,  support  your 
authority. 

^'This  step  was  the  more  desirable  because,  when  I  saw 
Captain  Keppel  at  this  place  very  recently,  I  certainly  under- 
stood from  him  that  he  was  prepared  to  fulfil  the  only  object  I 
could  have  had  in  stationing  Her  Majesty's  ship  'Dido'  at 
Whampoa;  and  yet  I  have  since  heard,  I  admit  by  common 
report,  that  Captain  Keppel  had  himself  declared  publicly,  at 
Canton,  that  you  had  no  power  to  punish  anybody,  or  words  to 
that  effect.  If  Captain  Keppel  ever  did  make  use  of  snch  an 
observation,  he  must  have  overlooked  my  proclamation  of  22nd 
July,  in  which  I  have  intimated  that  I  am  determined  to  carry 
out  my  arrangements,  <Sbc. 

'^  I  shall  inform  you,  as  early  as  possible,  of  the  result  of  my 
reference  to  Sir  William  Parker,  and,  in  the  meantime,  I  request 
you  will  show  this  letter  and  its  accompaniments  to  Captain 
Keppel  and  Mr.  St.  Croix,  and  that  you  will  further  consult  with 
the  latter  as  to  what  form  of  temporary  police  it  may  be  desirable 
to  establish  at  Whampoa,  pending  instructions  from  Her  Ma- 
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jesty's  Government,  in  case  I  should  see  fit,  on  tlie  receipt  of  the 
Admiral's  reply,  to  remove  the  *  Dido  '  from  the  Canton  Bdver." 


**  To  Sir  Henry  Pottinger. 

"  *  Comwallis,'  at  Hong  Kong,  19th  October,  1843. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excel- 
lency's letter  of  the  17th  instant,  with  enclosures. 

"  Your  Excellency  has  correctly  interpreted  my  opinion  that 
the  captains  and  commanders  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  cannot 
properly  be  ordered  to  carry  into  execution  any  request  or  re- 
quisition which  they  may  receive  from  the  consular  officers  at 
the  ports  of  trade,  which  they  may  find  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
their  country,  and  you  justly  observe  that  the  infliction  of 
corporal  punishment  on  the  refractory  seamen  of  the  merchant 
service  did  not  appear  in  any  of  your  communications  to  myself, 
or  in  the  instructions  and  regulations  which  your  Excellency 
framed  for  the  Consuls. 

"  It  was  truly  in  the  confidence  that  your  Excellency  would 
have  no  such  intention  that  I  forebore  to  allude  to  the  subject 
before  the  departure  of  the  *  Dido '  for  Whampoa,  There  was, 
indeed,  nothing  in  those  papers  that  appeared  incompatible  with 
the  duties  of  the  naval  officers  under  my  command;  but  as 
I  could  not  help  feeling  anxious  that  Her  Majesty's  ships  should 
not,  under  any  circumstances,  degenerate  into  the  semblance  of 
gaols,  by  the  reception  of  numerous  prisoners  from  the  merchant 
ships,  your  Excellency  will  recollect  that  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding places  of  confinement  on  shore,  as  soon  as  possible,  was 
early  suggested ;  and  I  was  glad  to  find,  by  your  letter  of  the 
25th  July  last,  that  such  an  arrangement  was  intended,  nor  was 
it  until  two  men  were  severely  flogged  (one  of  them  on  board 
the  *  Dido ')  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Lay,  and  that  more  requisi- 
tions of  a  similar  nature  were  expected,  that  I  felt  it  necessary 
to  call  Captain  Keppel's  attention  to  the  illegality  of  such  pro- 
ceedings on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  naval  officers  or  men; 
but  when  I  received  your  Excellency's  letter,  transmitting  one 
from  Mr.  St.  Croix,  a  subordinate  consular  officer,  who  strongly 
urged  the  necessity  of  corporal  punishment,  although  he  appears 
to  have  doubts  of  the  legality  of  it,  it  became  my  duty  explicitly 
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to  declare  that  the  officers  and  men  of  the  squadron  could  not 
become  the  execntioners. 

"  It  is,  undoubtedly,  their  duty  to  assist  the  civil  authorities 
in  preserving  the  peace  and  in  apprehending  and  bringing 
offenders  to  punishment,  as  the  law  directs ;  but  I  think  your 
Excellency  will  hereafter  find  that  naval  officers  are  not  justified 
in  administering  corporal  punishment,  either  on  board  the  ships* 
of-war,  or  in  any  other  place,  to  persons  not  belonging  to  Her 
Majesty's  fleet. 

*'  I  shall  feel  much  regret  if  Captain  Keppel  has  not  rendered 
every  assistance  in  supporting  the  authority  of  Mr.  Lay  and 
Mr.  St.  Croix  consistently  with  his  true  position,  for  I  am  sure 
that  he,  as  well  as  myself,  was  very  desirous  of  doing  so. 

"  Captain  Price  Blackwood  may  have  usurped  an  arbitrary 
power  with  salutary  effect,  to  meet  a  pressing  case,  but  he  did  so 
at  least  on  his  own  judgment  and  responsibility,  and  I  must  beg 
to  be  excused  from  adopting  his  practice  at  present. 

"  I  herewith  enclose,  for  your  Excellency's  information,  a 
copy  of  the  instructions  under  which  Captain  Keppel  was  de- 
spatched to  Whampoa.  My  former  directions  to  him  were 
verbal.  I  also  send  a  draft  of  th^flt  orders  which  I  propose  to  give 
to  the  captains  and  commanders  of  the  ships  that  may  be 
stationed  at  the  ports  of  trade,  and,  if  it  is  in  my  power  to  add 
anything  which  may  not  be  at  variance  with  the  established 
naval  system  to  which  I  have  had  occasion  to  advert  and  con- 
sider  it  my  duty  to  adhere,  I  shall  be  most  ready  and  happy  to 
meet  your  Excellency's  wishes. 

"  As  this  correspondence  will  be  laid  before  the  departments 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  they  will  be  the  best  judges  how 
far  the  observations  respecting  Her  Majesty's  ships  and  naval 
officers,  contained  in  your  Excellency's  letter,  are  merited  by 
anything  that  has  passed  since  your  Excellency's  arrival  in 
China." 


From  Sir  Henry  PoUmger. 

"  Government  House,  Victoria, 

"  Hong  Kong,  20th  October,  1843. 
"  I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
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Excellency's  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  and  to  return  the  draft 
of  orders,  and  the  letter  to  Captain  Chads,  which  accom- 
panied it. 

*'  I  beg  to  say  that,  in  stating  the  fact,  which  I  did  in  my 
letter  of  the  17th  instant,  respecting  the  step  adopted  by  Cap- 
tain P.  Blackwood,  I  had  not  the  smallest  idea  of  quoting  it  as 
an  example  for  your  Excellency's  adoption.  I  mentioned  it  as 
an  instance  which  had  come  within  my  former  knowledge  in 
support  of  the  impressions  I  hold;  and  since  that  letter  was 
written  I  have  heard  of  other  instances  of  .nearly  a  similar 
nature  which  occurred  in  China,  and  which  tend  to  strengthen 
those  impressions. 

"  I  candidly  admit  that  I  know  very  little  about  the  laws  of 
England  in  those  matters,  and  stiU  less  of  the  Boles  and  Begu- 
lations  of  Her  Majesty's  Navy ;  but  I  feel  I  am  placed  here,  at 
the  opposite  side  of  the  globe,  with  inmiense  interests  relating  to, 
and  even  the  good  faith  of,  my  country  to  look  after ;  and  in  my 
anxiety  to  fulfil  to  the  best  of  my  humble  judgment  and  abilities 
the  great  tmst  placed  in  my  hands,  I  have,  been  wiUing  to  incur 
every  necessary  responsibility,  and,  as  stated  in  my  Proclamation 
of  22nd  July  last,  *  to  respectfully  trust  that  the  Legislature  of 
Great  Britain  will  hold  me  indemnified  for  adopting  such  mea- 
sures as  may  seem  to  me  fitting  in  an  emergency  directly  com- 
promising the  national  honour,  dignity,  and  good  faith,  in  the 
estimation  of  the  Government  of  China,  and  in  the  eyes  of  all 
other  nations.' 

"  Your  Excellency  must  be  perfectly  aware  that  such  arrange- 
ments as  are  referred  to  in  my  letter  of  25th  July  last  could  not 
be  made  in  a  few  days,  even  had  there  been  nothing  else  to 
attend  to;  but  the  difficulties  which  have  attended  the  intro- 
duction of  the  new  system  at  Canton  (from  causes  entirely  be- 
yond my  control)  have  left  time  to  think  of  little  else,  and  at 
this  moment  the  officiating  consul  there  is  occupying  half  a 
hong,  which  has  been  hired  by  a  mercantile  firm,  who  reside  in 
the  other  half  themselves. 

"With  regard  to  the  concluding  paragraph  of  your  Excel- 
lency's letter,  I  need  only  say  that  I  have  again  read  carefully  over 
my  letter  to  which  it  is  a  reply,  and  I  can  see  no  syllable  in  it 
that  carries  with  it  the  smallest  insinuation  against,  or  reflection 
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on,  Her  Majesty's  ships  and  naval  officers.  Your  Excellency  saw 
canse  to  intimate  to  me  tliat  what  I  asked  could  not  be  fulfilled 
bj  Her  Majesty's  ships ;  and  in  submitting  the  correspondence 
and  soliciting  instructions  from  Her  Majesty's  GK)yemment,  I 
pointed  out  what  appeared  to  me  to  be  the  best  mode  of  meeting 
the  difficulty.  No  man  breathing  can  entertain  a  higher  respect 
for,  and  admiration  of,  Her  Majesty's  Navy  than  myself ;  but  1 
should  be  sorry  to  pay  that  distinguished  body  as  poor  a  com- 
pliment as  to  suppose  that  anything  I  said,  or  could  say,  on 
the  subject  under  discussion  could  affect  its  merits  in  the  eyes  of 
its  own  Government,  or  any,  indeed,  in  those  of  any  other 
creature." 


"  Lord  Aberdeen  to  Sir  H.  Pottinger. 

"  Foreign  Office,  6th  February,  1844. 

''The  question  of  the  extent  to  which  the  commanders  of 
Her  Mt^'esty's  ships-of-war  in  the  waters  of  China  can  assist  Her 
Majesty's  consuls  in  maintaining  order  amongst  the  crews  of 
the  British  merchant  vessels  in  the  ports  of  China,  and  in  repress- 
ing and  punishing  disturbance  and  mutiny,  has  engaged  the 
serious  attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  since  the  receipt 
of  your  despatch  of  the  14th  October. 

"  I  inclose  copies  of  two  opinions  which  the  Board  of  Admi- 
ralty have  obtained  from  the  counsel  and  solicitor  whom  they 
are  in  the  habit  of  conjsulting  on  matters  of  this  description,  and 
a  copy  of  the  joint  opinion  of  Her  Majesty's  Attorney  and  Soli- 
citor-General,  to  whom,  in  accordance  with  a  suggestion  from 
the  Admiralty,  the  question  was  afterwards  referred.  By  this 
last-mentioned  opinion,  Her  Majesty's  naval  forces  in  China,  sa 
you  win  perceive  by  the  inclosed  copy  of  an  instruction  from  the 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty  addressed  to  Vice- Admiral 
Sir  William  Parker,  will  be  guided.  ^ 

''  The  state  of  the  matter  then  is,  that  Her  Majesty's  naval 
forces  will  be  justified  in  using  all  necessary  means  to  enforce  a 
due  observance  of  all  laws  and  regulations  which  may  be  promul- 
gated by  Her  Majesty's  authority  for  the  government  of  the 
crews  of  British  vessels  in  the  ports  of  China,  and  within  one 

2  R  2 
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hundred  miles  of  tlie  coast  of  China ;  and  to  repress  mntinj  or 
misconduct,  either  on  shore  or  at  sea,  within  those  limits.  And 
Her  Majesty  having  been  pleased,  by  the  commission  granted  to 
you  on  the  26th  August  last,  in  pursuance  of  the  Act  6  and  7 
Victoria,  cap.  80,  to  delegate  to  you  the  power  of  enacting,  with 
the  advice  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Island  of  Hong 
Kong,  laws  and  ordinances  for  the  peace,  order,  and  good 
government  of  Her  subjects  in  China  and  the  neighbouring 
waters,  you  may  count  upon  the  support  of  Her  Majesty's  naval 
forces  for  carrying  such  laws  and  ordinances  so  enacted  by  you 
into  execution. 

'^But,  at  the  same  time,  Her  Majesty's  Government,  as  I 
stated  to  you  in  my  despatch  of  the  15th  November,  would  wish 
that  Her  Majesty's  Constds  should  avoid,  as  much  as  possible, 
appeals  for  naval  assistance,  and  only  have  recourse  to  force 
when  they  find  their  own  powers  insufficient  to  maintain  order 
among  the  crews  of  British  merchant  vessels. 

**  The  objections  stated  by  Sir  William  Parker,  to  allowing 
corporal  punishment  to  be  inflicted  by  the  naval  power,  are  de- 
serving of  great  consideration,  as  are  likewise  his  reasons  against 
confining  merchant  seamen  as  prisoners  on  board  ships-of-war. 
The  latter  difficulty  may  at  once  be  obviated  by  the  consul 
maintaining,  as  is  the  practice  in  the  Levant,  a  prison  on  shore, 
to  which  riotous  or  disorderly  seamen  may  be  committed,  either 
for  punishment  by  imprisonment  or  for  safe  keeping,  until  they 
can  be  sent,  if  necessary,  for  trial  at  Hong  Kong.  And  1  appre- 
hend that  the  assistance  of  the  naval  force  in  arresting  such 
persons  and  in  transferring  them  into  the  custody  of  the  consul 
will  not  only  be  very  useful  in  the  particular  instance  to  which 
recourse  may  be  had  to  it,  but  that  it  wiU  also  have  a  salutary 
effect  in  deterring  others  from  exposing  themselves  to  be  so 
dealt  with. 

*'  The  consuls  should  avoid  as  much  as  possible  coun- 
tenancing the  infliction  of  corporal  punishment  on  disorderly 
seamen.  In  extreme  cases,  if  the  master  of  a  merchant-vessel 
conceives  it  absolutely  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
discipline  of  his  ship,  to  resort  to  it,  and  is  prepared  himself  to 
inflict  it,  if  supported  by  the  presence  of  the  British  consul,  and 
protected  by  the  naval  force  during  its  infliction,  the  consul  would 
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feel  himself  at  liberty  to  give  that  countenance  himself,  and  to 
request  the  commander  of  the  ship  stationed  in  the  port  to 
afford  him  that  protection.  But  further  than  this  the  consul 
should  not  proceed ;  and  I  should  imagine  that,  in  most  cases, 
the  imprisonment  of  a  seaman  on  shore,  debarred  from  the 
society  of  his  messmates,  and  placed  on  prison  allowance,  from 
which  spirits  would  be  excluded,  would,  even  as  an  example,  be 
more  salutary  thsm  the  infliction  of  corporal  punishment. 

''Her  Majesty's  Government  would  think  it  inexpedient  to 
call  upon  the  naval  service  to  act  in  such  matters  beyond  the 
limits  prescribed  by  the  usages  of  that  service ;  and  though  it 
may  be  perfectly  true  that  this  objection  might  be  removed  by 
the  employment  of  a  maritime  police,  independent  of  the  Navy, 
Her  Majesty's  Government  would  not  feel  themselves  justified  in 
establishing  a  Colonial  Marine,  which  should  act  upon  rules  of 
its  own.  They  have  the  fxdlest  reliance  upon  the  zeal  and 
activity  of  the  Naval  Service,  and  they  feel  confident  that  you 
will  experience  no  difficulty  in  framing  regulations  which  shall  be 
effectual  for  the  maintenance  of  good  order  among  British  sea- 
men, and  which  the  Naval  Service  may  aid  in  carrying  into 
effect  without  any  departure  from  the  principles  by  which  that 
service  is  regulated. 

"  I  am  ignorant  of  the  terms  of  the  10th  Article  of  the  Sup- 
plementary Treaty  which  you  transmitted  to  Sir  William  Parker 
in  your  letter  of  the  14th  October  last ;  but,  in  the  15th  Article, 
allusion  is  made  to  the  presence  of  an  English  Government 
cruiser  in  each  of  the  five  ports.  Her  Majesty's  Government 
would  not  consider  any  other  vessel  than  one  of  the  Royal  Navy 
to  come  within  that  definition.  And  they  would  think  it  inex- 
pedient in  any  way  to  renounce  the  privilege  of  vessels  of  the 
Royal  Navy  being  allowed  to  enter  the  Chinese  ports.  Their 
presence  must  be  a  check  on  British  seamen,  and  cannot  fail  to 
be  a  support  to  the  British  Consuls,  even  though  they  may  not 
be  authorised  to  exercise  an  unbounded  degree  of  control  over 
the  mercantile  marine.  And  it  can  scarcely  be  presumed  that 
in  China  alone  the  presence  of  a  British  ship-of-war  would  be 
worthless,  while  in  every  other  quarter  of  the  globe  it  is  anxiously 
desired. 

*'  I  trust  that  you  will  not  have  considered  it  necessary  to 
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request  Sir  "William  Parker  to  remove  Her  Majesty's  ship  *  Dido ' 
from  the  Canton  River,  as  yon  intimate  in  yonr  letter  to  Mr.  Lay 
of  the  14th  of  October,  the  possibility  of  yonr  doing.  Snch  a 
request  might  be  constmed  to  imply  misconduct  on  the  part  of 
the  officer  commanding  the  vessel,  and,  in  the  case  in  question, 
the  conduct  of  Captain  Keppel  appears  to  have  been  in  accord- 
ance with  the  view  of  his  superior  officer." 


"  Temple,  6th  February,  1844u 
"  Mt  Lord, 

'^  We  are  honoured  by  your  Lordship's  commands,  signified  in 
Viscount  CanniDg*s  letter  of  the  2nd  instant,  wherein  he  states 
he  has  been  directed  by  your  Lordship  to  state  to  ns  that  it  has 
become  a  matter  of  urgent  importance  to  ascertain,  without 
delay,  the  extent  to  which  Her  Majesty's  naval  forces,  specificaUy 
in  China,  can  co-operate  with  Her  Majesty's  Consuls,  or  act 
alone,  for  the  maintenance  of  good  order  among  the  crews  of 
British  vessels  resorting  to  China,  and  for  the  repression  and 
punishment  of  British  seamen  guilty  of  riotous  oondnct  on 
board  their  vessels,  and  disturbing  the  public  peace,  either  on 
shore  or  in  the  waters  of  China 

"  In  humble  obedience  to  your  Lordship's  commands,  we 
have  taken  the  matter  into  our  consideration,  and  beg  leave  to 
report,  for  your  Lordship's  information,  that  it  appears  to  ns 
that,  by  virtue  of  the  Statute  6  and  7  Vict.,  cap.  80,  Her  Majesty 
and  also  the  Chief  Superintendent,  by  virtue  of  the  commission 
which  was  issued  to  him  under  that  Act,  have  respectively  the 
power  to  issne  regulations  with  respect  to  British  subjects  in 
China,  or  at  sea  within  100  miles  from  the  coast,  and  Her 
Majesty  possesses  that  power  as  to  Hong  Kong,  by  the  Royal 
prerogative.  And  we  think  that,  if  directions  were  given  to 
Her  Majesty's  naval  forces  to  assist  in  the  preservation  of  order 
and  obedience  to  the  laws  and  regulations  in  force,  and  to 
support,  by  their  interference  (when  called  for),  the  authority  of 
the  judge  or  the  consuls,  the  officers  and  men  wonld  be  justified 
in  using  all  necessary  means  to  enforce  a  due  observance  of  all 
laws  and  regulations  which  may  be  promulgated  by  Her  Ma- 
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jestj's  authority,  and  to  repress  mutiny  or  insubordination,  either 
on  shore  or  at  sea,  within  the  limits  above  mentioned. 

"FREDK.  POLLOCK. 

*'W.  FOLLBTT, 
*'  The  Earl  of  Abbbdben,  K.G." 


Sir  William  Parker  wa.s  a  very  large-hearted  and 
liberal-minded  man  on  all  points  connected  with 
the  public  service,  and  expressed  himself  strongly 
in  condemnation  of  a  diflferent  spirit  being  displayed 
by  any  Naval  Officer. 

On  the  "  Samarang's  "  safe  return  from  the  Sara- 
wak River,  where  she  was  nearly  lost,  he  addressed 
a  letter  of  thanks  to  Rajah  Brooke,  which  he  read  to 
the  Captain  of  the  "  Samarang,"  to  ensure  no  point 
being  left  unnoticed ;  when  to  his  great  surprise  the 
Captain  objected  to  its  being  sent ! 

The  Admiral  asked  if  Rajah  Brooke  had  taken 
chai'ge  of  the  sick,  placed  them  in  huts  and  taken 
care  of  them,  till  the  "  Samarang  "  was  righted  and 
ready  to  receive  them  ? 

If  the  Rajah  had  supplied  them  and  the  rest  of 
the  ship's  company  with  fresh  provisions  ? 

If  the  Rajah  put  guards  round  the  stores  as  they 
were  landed  to  clear  the  ship,  so  that  not  a  single 
article  was  missing  ? 

If  the  Rajah  had  furnished  more  than  a  hundred 
coolies  to  assist  in  transporting  stores  ? 

If  he  had  furnished  coolies  to  assist  in  manning 
the  purchase  faUs  ? 

These  questions  were  answered  in  the  affirmative, 


r 
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but  the  Captain  still  urged  that  they  ought  not  to 
detract  from  his  own  credit,  that  the  thanks  for 
saving  the  **  Samarang  "  were  due  to  him  only,  as  the 
assistance  received  from  the  Eajah  did  not  save 
her. 

The  Admiral's  reply  was  in  a  tone  of  sadness 
mixed  with  anger. 

*^  A  skilful  navigator  and  a  clever  seaman  70a  may  be,  but  a 
great  officer  yon  can  never  be,  with  that  narrow  mind." 

The  following  reply  was  sent  to  an  officer  whom 
he  had  promoted,  in  ignorance  of  his  drinking  pro- 
pensities, in  answer  to  a  petition  to  be  allowed  to 
resign  his  appointment,  and  go  on  half-pay  : — 

'^  It  was  a  happy  moment  to  me,  when  I  was  able  to  present 
you  with  a  lieutenant's  commission,  from  long  and  undeviating 
regard  for  your  family,  and  the  full  conviction  that  your  conduct 
and  merits  were  correct  and  respectable. 

''  It   has,  therefore,  been  with   corresponding  disgust  and 

mortification  that  I  have  received  intimation  from  Captain 

that  he  has  been  under  the  necessity  of  placing  you  under  arrest 
for  drunkenness ;  and  that  it  was  not  the  first  instance  of  your 
having  been  in  that  disgraceful  state.  I  hold  this  vice  in  such 
detestation  that  you  must  expect  no  favour  or  screen  from  me, 
and  you  may  be  assured  that  the  same  hand  which  signed  your 
commission  will  not  hesitate  to  sign  the  mandate  for  your 
trial  by  conxt-martial  whenever  charges  are  preferred.  My 
sorrow  will  indeed  be  deep  for  your  excellent  parents,  but  for 
yourself,  I  can  have  no  pity.     You  must  not  expect  to  escape  by 

leaving  the .    I  shall  not  lend  myself  to  such  a  subterfuge ; 

and  if  Captain is  kind  enough  to  give  you  a  trial,  which 

I  shall  not  ask  him  to  do,  let  me  admonish  you  to  beware  against 
committing  yourself  by  any  recurrence  of  the  unofficer-like,  un- 
gentleman-like,  and  hateful  failing  of  intemperance,  for  I  would 
much  sooner  see  you  deprived  of  your  commission  than  endure 


18  43 J  THE  LIFE   OP  SIB  W.    PARKER.  617 

f   the  mortification  of  finding  that  I  had  been  accessory  to  saddling 
'    the  country  with  a  lialf-pay  sot, 

"  W.  PARKER. 
"  To  Lieutenant ." 

The  following  letter  contains  a  strong  illustration 
of  the  character  given  of  Sir  William  Parker  in  the 
first  volume.* 

*'  Most  confidential. 
Extract. 

"  *  Comwallis,'  at ,  September,  18 — . 

**  My  DIAR 

"  I  fear  the  receipt  of  this  letter  will  cause  as  much  vexation 
to  you  as  I  experienced  in  writing  it,  but  as  it  is  probable  that 
another  version,  of  a  very  different  colouring,  may  be  sent  to 
you,  I  have  determined  to  make  you  acquainted,  without  reserva- 
tion, of  the  position  in  which has  again  placed  himself 

with  his  officers,  in  the . 

'*  She  joined  me  on  the  instant,  and  I  found  him,  as 

usual,  deeply  embroiled  in  disagreements  emanating  from  his 
arbitrary  and  harsh,  proceedings. 

*'  From  the  first  lieutenant,  acting  master,  and  second  master, 
I  received  the  most  earnest  applications,  imploring  to  be  removed 

from  the ,  as  tbe  only  chance  of  preserving  their  hitherto 

favourable  reputations  as  officers,  if  not  of  holding  their  com- 
missions, from  the  inveterate  dislike  conceived  against  them  by 
their  captain,  who,  on  bis  part,  preferred  bitter  charges  of 
neglect  or  disobedience  against  them,  for  which  courts-martial 
were  asked,  and  the  applications  immediately  withdrawn,  in  the 
conviction  that  the  majority  of  them  could  not  be  svhstantiated, 
and,  in  trutb,  some  of  them  were  most  contemptible  and 
vexatious;  in  short,  the  old  story  of  his  detestable  system  of 
discipline  and  crafty  conduct  has  been  displayed  in  an  increased 

ratio.     I  should  say  that  the  junior  lieutenant,  Mr.  ,t 

though  not  implicated  in  the  statements  which  were  formally 

•  Page  193. 
t  At  present  a  distinguished  Flag  Officer. 
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brouglit  before  me,  has,  I  find,  been  also  placed  nnder  arrest, 
and  is  not  less  anxions  than  the  parties  I  have  named  to  be 
emancipated  from  the  thraldom  of  this  insufferable  martinet; 
and  I  believe,  from  my  conscience,  that  this  feeling  pervades 
every  officer  in  the  ship.  Those  whom  I  have  named  to  you 
have  certainly  hitherto  maintained  the  highest  character,  and 

himself  admits  that,  generally  speaking,  they  have  not 

been  deficient  in  zealous  exertions,  ability,  or  correct,  deport- 
ment ;  but,  as  heretofore,  he  has  not  failed  to  disgust  everybody, 
they  all  dread  his  enmity,  and  distrust  his  friendly  professions. 

'*  Now,  I  do  not  mean  to  say  the  officers  have  been  blameless, 
but  I  have  no  doubt  they  are  more  sinned  against  than  sinning, 
and  their  offences  trifling,  while  the  conduct  and  motives  ascribed 
to  them  have  evidently  resulted  from  a  most  acrimonious  and 
vindictive  disposition  on  the  part  of  their  accuser.  They  would 
most  thankfully  exchange  into  any  situation  (however  disadvan- 
tageous) compatible  with  their  rank,  to  get  clear  of  the , 

but  no  one  has  the  temerity  to  risk  a  trial.  The  repugnance  to 
joining  her  is  universal  throughout  the  squadron ;  no  allurement 

can  shake  it.     And  such,my  dear ,  will  it  ever  be,  where 

holds  a  command.     It  has  been  too  painfully  shown  by 

past  events  that  he  cannot  control,  and  will  not  correct  the 
conduct,  which  is  now  for  the  third  time  exhibited  with  different 
sets  of  officers ;  lamentable,  indeed,  it  is  that  a  man  endowed  so 
prominently  with  talents,  and  the  essential  qualities  of  un- 
wearied exertion  and  perseverance,  should  thus  defeat  the 
reasonable  hopes  of  those  who  have  done  so  much  to  beMend 
and  uphold  him. 

*'  As  the  officers  cannot  be  removed,  or  the  ship  proceed,  with- 
out the  proper  complement,  I  have  succeeded  in  settling  the 
present  differences  (though,  I  confess,  not  very  satisfactorily) 
without  a  court-martial  or  other  public  investigation,  but  it 
is  right  I  should  inform  you  that,  as  my  indignation  was  greatly 
excited,  I  have  not  done  this  without  conveying  my  sentiments 

to ,  in  terms  of  more  severe  reprimand  than  I  have  ever 

had  occasion  to  use  or  offer  to  any  officer  of  any  rank  before,  in 
the  whole  course  of  my  service,  nor  have  I  failed  to  express  to 
him,  in  unequivocal  terms,  the  odious  character  he  has  estab- 
lished, or  my  firm  determination,  if  any  of  the   unnecessary 
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arrests  are  repeated  to  the  snlEeriiig  of  indiyidnals  in  this  trying 
climate,  or  if  those  under  him  are  nndnly  subjected  to  severity, 
that  I  will  bring  him^  on  the  first  occasion,  to  a  conrt-martial  for 
tyranny  and  oppression.  I  need  not  tell  yon  how  much  it  has 
disquieted  and  grieved  me  to  be  compelled  to  do  this,  bat, 
believe  me,  the  occasion  called  for  it,  and,  while  it  is  my  pride  to 
preserve  inviolate  the  discipline  of  our  service,  I  must  not  forget 
that  it  equally  becomes  me  to  protect  all  who  are  unfairlv  sub- 
jected to  harsh  treatment,  and  that  I  must  not  flinch  from  call- 
ing those  to  a  severe  reckoning,  whatever  their  rank  may  be, 
who  unjustly  press  on  anyone  under  them.     I  have  adopted  the 

course  which  I  have  deemed  best  for  the  real  interests  of , 

and  I  can  truly  say  I  have  done  so  with  friendly  intentions.  I 
wish  he  may  so  appreciate  them,  although  I  admit  that  I  have 
told  him  some  unpalatable  truths,  in  sharp  terms ;  but  I  do  not 
wish  one  word  unsaid.  If,  at  this  period  of  his  service  it  pro- 
duces any  reformation,  I  shall  rejoice.  I  do  not  expect  ^much, 
but  I  trust  he  will  be  more  guarded  and,  consequently,  those 
under  him  less  miserable. 

*'  Now,  you  must  not  imagine  that  I  am  at  open  war  with 
him,  or  have  any  desire  to  injure  him.  My  public  letters  will, 
I  trust,  bespeak  a  contrary  feeling,  but  it  was  necessary  to  bring 
him  to  his  bearings ;  and  I  think  he  sees  the  propriety  of  much 
that  I  said  to  him.  I  hope  soon  to  be  gone  from  hence,  and 
God  knows  whether  we  may  ever  meet  again.  I  wish,  however, 
to  leave  everything  as  straight  as  I  can.'' 

It  is  not  easy  to  discover  how,  or  when,  the 
practice  of  daily  prayer  on  board  ships-of-war  had 
fallen  into  disuse,  notwithstanding  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment and  Orders  in  Council*  enjoining  its  use. 
Nevertheless  it  is  a  fact  that  till  about  thirty  years 
ago,  it  was  rare  to  find  ships-of-war  in  which  it  had 
not  been  discontinued ;  and  the  two  prayers  ex- 
pressly ordered  to  be  used  in  Her  Majesty's  Navy 

•  Vol.  I.     Page  65. 
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every  day  were  never  heaxd  except  on  Sundays,  even 
in  ships  where  chaplains  were  borne,  and  it  waa 
probably  from  the  moral  courage  of  a  few  young 
commanders,  that  the  custom  revived,  and  there  is 
now  no  vessel,  however  small,  in  commission,  whose 
commander  would  allow  the  omission  of  daily  public 
prayer.  The  neglect  must  have  begun  before  the 
great  war,  for  it  would  appear,  from  the  memoirs  of 
Earl  St.  Vincent,  that  that  great  Admiral,  who 
rightly  made  everyone  listen  to  the  National  Anthem 
bareheaded  at  the  morning  parade,  was  more  intent 
on  that  than  any  other  prayer.  At  least,  this  seems 
a  fair  inference  from  the  absence  of  aU  mention  of  any 
other,  in  his  orders  or  correspondence ;  and  the  clever 
parody  in  which  one  of  the  lieutenants  described,  in 
his  "  *  Book  of  Discipline,*  the  image  of  blue  and 
silver  which  the  Earl  St.  Vincent,  the  Conmiander- 
in-Chief,  had  set  up,  and  which  a  certain  man  whom 
he  had  set  over  the  afiairs  of  the  main-top  refused  to 
recognise,  though  accompanied  with  sounds  of  sack- 
but,  psaltery,  dulcimer,  and  all  kinds  of  musick."* 

This  neglect  brought  its  own  punishment.  In 
one  frigate  a  few,  from  the  absence  of  a  proper  guide 
to  their  enthusiasm,  and  from  misunderstanding 
certain  passages  of  Scripture,  refused  to  fight  under 
any  dreumstances,  or  to  teach  or  learn  any  exercise 
or  drill  for  service  in  war.  In  other  ships  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  drunkenness  and  other  irregu- 
larities, and  more  slackness  of  wholesome  discipline 

♦  See  Tucker's  Life  of  Earl  St.  Vincent. 
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prevailed  than  would  have  been  the  case,  had  the 
officers  and  crews  been  daily  reminded,  in  the 
beautifiil  language  of  the  Church,  of  the  necessity  of 
daily  prayer  to  enable  them  to  perform  the  great 
national  duties  entrusted  to  their  care. 

The  following  letters  were  addressed  to  an  officer 
recently  placed  in  command  of  a  vessel  where  no 
chaplain  was  borne.  His  proceedings,  springing 
from  excellent  motives,  were  not  in  the  Admiral's 
opinion  calculated  to  attain  the  object  he  had  in 
view;  and  caused  dissatisfaction  among  those  over 
whom  he  was  placed.  They  illustrate  the  feelings 
of  that  time,  as  well  as  the  Admiral's  own  views. 

"  Confidential. 

Extract. 

"  *  ComwalHs,'  18    . 

"  My  dbab , 

**  It  has  been  whispered  to  me  that  yon  are  making  many 

alterations  in  the ,  which  I  am  sorry  to  hear,  and  let  me 

recommend  yon  not  to  alter  materially  the  nsnal  periods  for 
pnblic  Divine  worship.  A  good  man  cannot  ofPer  np  his  prayers 
too  often,  bnt  they  perhaps  ascend  with  eqnal  f avonr  from  his 
closet  or  retirement;  and  I  think  more  mischief  than  good  is 
wronght  by  forcing  seamen  hastily  and  more  freqnently  to 
prayer  than  their  brethren  in  other  ships.  They  should  be 
drawn  to  it  gradually,  and  the  act  should  be  volvmia/ry^  or  I  fear 
it  will  rather  make  them  scoffers  than  good  Christians. 

"  You  must  also  remember  that  our  churches  are  not  open 
daily  for  worship, — far  be  it  from  me  to  discourage  the  practice 
of  devotion,  but  I  think  the  object  will  be  defeated,  if  the  con- 
gregations are  not  entirely  voluntary ;  but  I  am  sure,  on  all 
points,  you  will  govern  yourself  conscientiously,  and  with  due 
regard  to  toleration. 

"  Since  I  wrote  the  foregoing,  Mr. has  arrived,  and 
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having  questioned  him  respecting  your  arrangements  for  prayers, 
I  find  they  are  performed  twice  every  week  day  and  three  times 
on  Sunday. 

*'  Now  I  consider  this  quite  unreasonable,  and  that  you  have 
no  right  to  tax  the  attendance  of  those  under  you  to  such  an 
extent. 

"  I  desire  that  you  forthwith  discontinue  the  evening  public 
prayers,  and  limit  the  public  worship  to  morning  prayers  on 
week  days,  and  morning  and  evening  prayer  on  Sundays,  on 
which  occasions  one  sermon  in  the  course  of  the  Sabbath  will 
sufQce. 

*'  God  forbid  that  I  should  check  the  first  duty  of  Christians 
to  ofEer  up  their  thanks  to  their  Maker,  morning  and  evening, 
for  His  boundless  mercies,  but  you  are  not  authorised  to  compel 
those  under  you  to  attend  contrary  to  usual  practice,  according 
to  your  own  fancy,  and  I  expect  that  you  conform  more  to  the 
custom  of  Her  Majesty's  naval  service  in  this  respect." 


"  I  must  observe  that  you  mistake  me  very  much  if  you 
suppose,  as  you  appear  to  do,  that  I  have  any  desire  to  suppress 
the  free  exercise  of  religious  duties  in  Her  Majesty's  ships,  or 
intended  to  convey  a  reproof  for  the  sentiments  you  entertain  on 
a  subject  involving  the  important  duties  which  lead  to  eternal 
happiness,  on  which  no  one  who  thinks  at  all  can  think  lightly. 

*'  I  gave  you  my  reasons  for  desiring  you  to  proceed  more 
gradually  in  the  summons  of  the  crew  to  public  worship,  and  I 
did  so  from  the  conviction  that,  where  attendance  is  too  frequently 
and  rigidly  enforced,  the  benefit  anticipated  is  often  defeated ; 
but  I  must  here  stop,  for  it  is  neither  my  intention  nor  inclina- 
tion to  enter  on  a  controversial  discussion,  wherein  my  opinions 
and  motives  may  be  equally  misunderstood. 

"  Farewell.  We  may  perhaps  never  meet  again,' but  I  trust 
you  will  believe  the  sincerity  with  which  my  good  wishes  towards 
you  will  be  continued,  and  that  I  am,  with  truth  yours." 
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CHAPTER  XL 

1844. 

Commander-in-Chief  of  the  East   Indian  and 

China  Seas. 

"Armis  exposcebe  pagem.*' 
(Motto  on  the  medals  granted  for  services  in  China.) 

Correspondence  between  Her  Majesty's  Plenipotentiary  in  China 
and  Sir  Thomas  Cochrane — Sir  William  Parker  visits 
Manila  and  the  East  Indies — Sails  for  England — Receives  the 
Good  Service  Pension — Is  created  a  Baronet,  and  nominated 
to  the  Mediterranean  Command. 

Sir  William  Parker,  who  had  sailed  from  Hong 
Kong  on  the  4th  of  December  for  Manila,  left  that 
place  on  January  the  Ist,  and  arrived  at  Singapore 
on  the  11th,  from  thence  he  visited  Malacca  and 
Penang. 

"  To  the  Earl  of  Haddington. 

"  H.M.S.  '  Comwallis,'  Singapore,  16th  January,  1844. 
"  I  have  not  tronbled  yonr  Lordship  with  a  letter  since  the 
25th  of  Augnst,  because  I  had  nothing  of  importance  to  com- 
municate that  has  not  been  fully  stated  in  my  public  letters,  and 
I  was  unwilling  to  tax  your  Lordship  with  my  private  observa- 
tions on  the  unpleasant  correspondence  in  which  I  have  un- 
avoidably, and  to  my  great  regret,  been  involved  with  Sir  Henry 
Pottinger,  on  points  seriously  afPecting  the  long-established 
regulations  and  principles  of  naval  discipline ;  but,  as  I  trust 
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these  nnfortnnate  dUEerences  are  now  at  an  end,  or  that  I,  at 
least,  shall  be  no  longer  implicated  in  them,  and  concluding  that 
the  decision  of  the  Government  between  ns  must  have  been  long 
since  made,  and  that  no  private  remark  of  mine  can  tend  to 
prejudice  the  statementfl  forwarded  bj  the  Plenipotentiary,  it  is 
but  justice  to  myself  to  endeavour  to  place  my  proceedings  in  a 
true  position  before  your  Lordship,  by  solemnly  declaring  that  I 
had  no  other  feeling  throughout  than  to  promote  the  pnbhc 
service,  oad  to  preserve  inviolate  the  dignity  and  rules  of  that 
branch  of  it  entrusted  to  my  charge. 

**  If  your  Lordship  has  had  time  and  patience  to  peruse  the 
volominous  papers  that  have  been  transmitted  by  Sir  Henry 
Pottinger  and  myself  on  the  points  at  issue,  I  think  you  will  be 
satisfied  that  I  have  complied  most  readily  with  the  spirit  of 
every  wish  expressed  by  his  Excellency,  nor  has  a  single  objec- 
tion been  started  except  on  points  which  it  would  have  been 
unworthy  in  me  to  concede,  without  higher  authority  than  that 
assumed  by  him.  I  conscientiously  feel  that  the  public  service 
has  in  no  instance  suffered  by  any  act  of  mine  during  the  con- 
flicting impressions  of  our  duties ;  but  I  confess  that  mine  have 
been  discharged  at  an  expense  of  painful  and  galling  sensations, 
that  I  have  never  before  experienced,  and  devoutly  hope  no 
naval  officer  will  again  be  liable  to.  Believe  me,  my  Lord,  I 
have  no  vain  desire  to  arrogate  to  myself  power  and  authoriiy 
which,  by  my  position,  I  do  not  possess,  still  less  to  travel 
beyond  the  strict  line  of  my  naval  duties,  by  which,  I  assure 
you,  my  views  and  wishes  are  bounded,  and,  in  confirmation  of 
this  assertion,  I  need  but  appeal  to  my  friends  Sir  Hugh  Gk>i]gh 
and  Lord  Saltoun,  with  whom,  I  flatter  myself,  I  have  estab- 
lished friendships  that  cannot  be  shaken. 

*'  It  is  right  that  your  Lordship  should  also  be  apprised  that  I 
have  had  no  private  disagreement  with  Sir  Henry  Pottinger.  I 
shall  be  ever  ready  to  do  justice  to  his  abilities  and  unwearied 
exertions  for  the  public  interests.  We  have  parted  friends,  and 
I  seek  not  to  lessen  his  merits,  but  to  exonerate  myself  from 
blame  in  our  official  intercourse.  Above  all,  that  the  facts  should 
be  rightly  understood  by  your  Lordship,  as  the  head  and 
guardian  of  the  profession,  of  which  it  has  ever  been  my  pride 
to  rank  myself  a  member. 
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"  I  cannot  but  think  tliat,  if  the  Plenipotentiary  had  been 
more  conversant  with  the  European  cnstoms  of  the  Royal  sister 
profession,  that  the  Gbvemment  wonld  have  been  spared  much 
of  the  vexations  representations  that  have  been  brought  before 
them,  and  which  nobody  can  deprecate  more  than  myself. 

''  After  leaving  Hong  Kong,  I  passed  eighteen  days  at  Manila 
where  we  experienced  the  most  courteous  and  friendly  reception 
firom  the  Spanish  authorities  and  inhabitants.  The  present 
Governor-General  of  the  Philippines,  Don  Francisco  Alcai^  is  a 
person  of  very  prepossessing  manners,  and  nothing  could  exceed 
his  attention  and  hospitality.  Himself  and  the  Lieutenant- 
General,  second  in  command,  arrived  only  a  few  months  ago, 
and  both  appear  extremely  popular,  but,  having  received  their 
appointments  from  Espartero,  they  are  now  expecting  to  be 
recalled. 

"  The  opening  of  the  five  ports  in  China  promises  great  ad- 
vantages to  Manila,  which  is  admirably  situated  for  trade  with 
that  country,  and  will  probably  make  large  exports  to  it  of  rice, 
cotton,  and  tobacco.  Nature  has  been  very  bountiful  to  this 
fertile  colony,  which,  notwithstanding  great  mismanagement, 
is  able,  by  a  surplus  revenue,  to  contribute  annually  to  the  exi- 
gencies  of  the  parent  kingdom ;  and  I  was  happy  to  find  that 
the  commerce  with  British  ships  not  only  greatly  prepon- 
derated at  Manila,  but  is  rapidly  on  the  increase. 

"  The  French  frigate  *  Erigone '  was  lying  there,  preparatory 
to  her  return  to  Europe  by  the  Pacific,  but  the  Spaniards  were 
barely  civil  to  her  officers,  and  cannot  conceal  the  strong  dislike 
which  they  entertain  towards  the  French  nation,  which  perhaps 
leads  them  to  suspect,  somewhat  unjustly,  that  individuals  from 
the  French  ships  (which  have  latterly  paid  frequent  visits)  have 
been  tampering  with  some  of  the  inhabitants,  for  sinister  pur- 
poses. 

''  I  propose  to  leave  this  place  in  a  few  days  for  Penang, 
where  I  may  probably  stay  three  weeks,  and  then  proceed  succes- 
sively to  Calcutta,  Madras,  and  Trincomalee. 

*'  My  last  letters  from  Sir  Thomas  Cochrane,  of  24th  Decem- 
ber, and  by  ship  subsequently  arrived  from  Hong  Kong,  report 
general  improvement  in  the  health  of  that  station,  although  I 
fear  a  good  deal  of  sickness  still  prevails  there. 

VOL.  TI.  2   S 
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"  The  *  Castor,'  with  General  d' Agnilar,  I  nnderstand,  reached 
Hong  Kong  the  27th  ultimo,  without  touching  at  Singapore. 

^'  The  '  Sesostris,'  steamer  of  the  Indian  Navy,  came  in  here 
three  days  ago  from  Bombay,  on  her  route  to  Hong  Kong  with 
the  despatches  brought  by  the  '  Akbar '  and  November  mails 
having  been  forwarded  to  Calcutta,  and  I  fear  I  shall  not  get 
hold  of  them  before  I  reach  that  place." 


From  Sir  George  Gockbam. 

"  Admiralty,  6th  February,  1844. 

"  Tou  will  have  seen,  by  former  letters,  our  decision  to  sus- 
pend building  naval  hospitals,  storehouses,  &c,,  until  it  shall  be 
better  ascertained  than  at  present  the  extent  of  naval  force  it 
may  prove  reaUy  necessary  to  maintain  on  the  China  Coast  and  in 
the  adjacent  seas.  You  will  now  learn  by  the  despatches  that  will 
accompany  this  the  extent  to  which  the  Government  has  decided 
to  reduce  at  once  our  eastern  fleet,  which  will,  I  suppose,  be 
further  reduced  next  year  unless  prevented  by  adverse  events 
or  appearances;  it  would,  therefore,  be  obviously  unwise  to 
incur  great  expense  in  erecting  buildings  on  a  large  scaJe,  not 
expected  to  be  soon  required,  if  ever,  though  it  will  be  quite 
right  to  secure  and  have  made  over  to  the  naval  department  the 
sites  (still  attainable)  best  adapted  for  snch  purpose  when 
wanted ;  and  orders  have  been  sent  by  Gt)vemment  to  cause 
such  sites  to  be  so  made  over  to  the  Navy  accordingly.  The 
present  reduction  requiring  one  line-of -battle  ship  to  return  to 
England,  and  your  period  of  service  will  be  so  nearly,  if  not 
wholly,  completed  before  you  can  make  all  the  arraDgements 
relative  to  this  change,  we  have  deemed  it  best  to  direct  you  (as 
you  will  see)  to  carry  into  effect  the  ordered  reductions  and 
changes,  and  then  return  to  England  yourself  in  the  '  Comwallis,' 
which  will,  I  trust,  expedite  your  Baronet's  patent,  and  enable 
us  to  welcome  you  again  in  England  well  in  health  to  enjoy  the 
honours  you  have  so  justly  gained  by  your  brilliant  tour  of 
service. 

''  I  sincerely  hope  the  explanations  we  sent  to  you  relative  to 
your  position  in  regard  to  Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  will  have  re- 
moved much  of  the  naturally  unsatisfactory  feelings  entertained 
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by  you  owiog  to  the  oyerstrained  r  ud  nnconciliating  construction 
of  his  powers  over  the  fleet,  tinder  the  instructions  which  had  been 
sent  to  him  by  the  Groyemment ;  bat  which  he  has  since  been 
informed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  were  not  intended  to  empower 
him  to  interfere  farther  with  the  ships  under  yoor  command,  than 
by  representing  to  yon  the  naval  aid  he  required  for  the  objects 
he  was  directed  to  efEect,  and  to  leave  it  to  you  to  afford  such 
assistance  in  the  way  you  might  deem  proper  and  sufficient  under 
the  circumstances.  The  firm  and  steady  manner  in  which  you 
continued  to  co-operate  with  him,  and  comply  with  all  his  requests 
for  the  good  of  the  service  to  the  utmost  extent  of  your  means, 
notwithstanding  the  difference  of  opinion  between  you  on  the 
aforesaid  point,  has  added  greatly  to  the  high  opinion  previously 
entertained  of  you  by  us  all.'^ 

When  Parliament  met  on  February  1st,  the 
following  letter  was  read  by  the  Speaker,  and  entered 
on  the  journals*  : — 

**  To  the  Bight  Hon.  Charles  Shaw  Lefevre, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

"  Her  Majesty's  ship  *  Comwallis,'  at  Hong  Kong, 

"  June  15th,  1843. 

"  SlE, 

"1  have  received,  with  the  proudest  feelings  of  gratification, 
the  distinguished  honour  of  the  thanks  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, transmitted  in  your  letter  of  the  28th  of  February  last, 
and  have  lost  no  time  in  communicating,  in  the  terms  of  the 
resolution,  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Navy  and  Royal 
Marines,  including  those  of  the  East  India  Company  under  my 
command,  the  sense  entertained  by  the  House  of  the  various 
services  which  have  been  successfully  achieved  by  the  combined 
forces  on  the  coasts  and  inland  waters  of  China. 

"  To  a  British  subject  the  approbation  of  the  representatives 
of  his  countrymen  must  ever  be  one  of  his  brightest  rewards ; 

•  Parliamentary  Debates. 

2  S  2 
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and  I  very  respectfully  request  you  will  have  the  goodness  to 
express  to  the  House  that,  by  myself  and  the  force  I  have  had 
the  honour  to  command,  their  enconiums  are  deeply  and  grate- 
fully appreciated. 

"  Allow  me,  ftirfcher,  to  convey  to  you,  Sir,  my  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  courtesy  with  which  they  have  been  imparted, 
and  to  have  the  honour  of  remaining  your  most  obedient  servant, 

"W.  PARKER,  Vice-AdmiraV 

The  Lords  met  on  the  5th,  and  after  the  Lord 
Chancellor  had  read  Sir  William  Parker's  acknow- 
ledgment of  their  vote  of  thanks,  Lord  Minto 
expressed  his  regret  that  Sir  WiUiam  had  not  re- 
ceived  a  Baronetcy.  The  Earl  of  Haddington  replied 
at  once  that  this  was  to  be  done  at  the  expiration  of 
his  command  in  China.     He  stated — 

"  That  the  noble  Lord  might  well  say  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment duly  appreciated  the  service  of  the  Navy  on  that  occasion. 
They  were  certainly  most  extraordinary.  He  did  not  advert 
merely  to  the  gallantry  displayed,  that  was  a  matter  of  course ; 
and  the  Navy  had  frequently  shown  it  against  more  formidable 
enemies  than  the  Chinese.  But  he  knew  that  taking  the  large 
ships  to  the  walls  of  Nanking  was  a  very  extraordinary  per- 
formance indeed,  and  without  it  the  warfare  would  have  never 
been  concluded  in  the  way  it  had  been 

"  Sir  William  was  informed  at  the  same  time  of  the  intention 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  bestow  upon  him  the  other 
honour  (the  Baronetcy).  It  would  descend  to  his  heirs,  and 
would  be  as  much  connected  with  his  services  in  China  as  if  it 
had  been  given  at  once." 

At  Penang  the  Admiral  received  letters  from  his 
second  in  command,  relative  to  fiirther  claims  of  the 
Plenipote^tiary  to  interfere  in  the  detail  duties  of 
the  ships-of-war. 
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From  Sir  Thomas  Cochrane. 
Extracts. 

"  *  Aginoourt/  Hong  Kong,  30tli  January,  1844(. 
"  The  departure  of  the  *  Dido  *  and  *  Ohilders  *  from  this  part 
of  your  command  imposed  upon  me  the  duty  of  providing  a  vessel 
for  the  consular  station  at  Whampoa,  and  the  '  Castor '  was  the 
only  ship-of-war  available  at  this  port ;  and  I  certainly  could  not 
reconcile  it  to  my  feelings,  or  sense  of  duty,  to  consign  her  fine 
but  young  ship's  company  to  certain  destruction  at  a  place  where 
the '  Ghilders,'  so  long  in  this  climate,  was  then  suGEering  severely, 
and  where  the  commencement  of  irrigation  would  add  to  its 
present  insalubrity. 

"  It  is  true  that  your  Excellency  left  me  the  power  of  removing 
one  of  the  brigs  firom  Koolongsoo,  but  this  would  only  be  lessen- 
ing the  evil  by  the  amount  of  diminution  of  individuals  who 
woxdd  be  liable  to  attack,  but  with  the  increased  disadvantage 
attending  sickness  on  board  a  flush- vessel,  which  does  not  pos- 
sess the  means  of  administering  to  the  comfort  of  the  sick,  or  of 
separating  them  from  the  healthy. 

'*  It,  therefore,  occurred  to  me  that  it  would  be  attended  with 
infinite  advantage  to  the  service  if  one  of  the  troop-ships  might 
occupy  at  Whampoa  the  place  of  a  vessel-of-war ;  her  crew  being 
but  fifty  men,  with  a  fine  airy  deck  and  cabin  for  those  who 
might  suffer  on  board  her ;  and  I  accordingly  addressed  to  Sir 
Henry  Pottinger  the  letter  marked  No.  1,  to  which  No.  2  is  his 
reply. 

*'  It  is  with  no  small  satisfaction  I  learn  from  it  that  there  is 
a  chance  of  Her  Majesty's  vessels-of-war  being  relieved  from 
duties  no  less  destructive  to  their  discipline  than  injurious  to 
the  health  of  their  crews ;  as  well  as  the  heavy  expense  to  the 
country  in  assigning  them  a  service  which  might  with  equal,  if 
not  more,  efficiency  be  performed  by  half-a«dozen  policemen  and 
a  lock-up  house  on  shore.  And  I  most  sincerely  hope  the  arrival 
of  the  November  mail  will  confirm  Sir  Henry  Pottinger 's  antici- 
pation." 
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No,  1. — From  Sir  Thomas  Cochrane  to  Sir  Henry  Fottinger. 

"  Hong  Kong,  17tli  January,  1844. 

'^The  intended  departure  from  this  portion  of  the  East 
Indian  station  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  '  Dido '  and  '  Childers  ' 
renders  a  new  arrangement  necessary  with  regard  to  the  sta- 
tioning a  vessel  at  Whampoa. 

"  Your  Excellency  mnst  have  witnessed,  with  no  less  r^^t 
than  myself,  the  deplorable  havoc  disease  and  death  have  made 
among  the  crews  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  dnring  the  recent  sickly 
season.  And  I  feel  persuaded  your  Excellency  will  unite  with 
me  in  solicitude  to  adopt  any  measures  which  may  tend  to  miti- 
gate the  force  of  the  diseases  of  this  country  upon  that  valuable 
class  of  men. 

**  It  must  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  dilate  upon  the  injurious 
efEects  the  marshes  which  border  most  rivers  in  China  have  upon 
European  constitutions,  and  particularly  in  that  of  Canton ; 
scarcely  a  ship  has  ascended  that  river  without  the  crew  suffering 
more  or  less,  and  even  the  ^  Childers,'  whose  people  one  might 
have  hoped  would  by  this  time  be  acclimatised,  has  recently  lost 
many  men,  and  had  more  than  one-third  of  the  crew  ill  at  a 
time. 

"  It  is,  under  these  circumstances  and  with  such  facts  before 
me,  that  I  shall,  with  very  great  reluctance,  send  the  *  Castor ' 
frigate  to  undertake  the  duties  at  Whampoa;  she  has  just  arrived 
upon  the  station,  with  a  fine  ship's  company,  all  very  young  men 
and  ready  to  receive  any  influences  that  may  attack  them ;  and  it 
will  be  under  the  greatest  apprehension  that  I  shall  assign  her 
duties  where  a  rapidly  approaching  summer  temperature  will  add 
to  the  present  evils  of  that  place. 

"  It  has,  therefore,  occurred  to  me  that,  as  your  Excellency 
has  brought  all  your  political  measures  to  a  happy  termina- 
tion, the  consuls  are  fixed  in  their  several  localities,  and  every- 
thing proceeding  in  perfect  he 'mony,  the  presence  of  a  vessel  is 
only  now  necessary  for  police  duties,  and  to  aid  the  consuls  in 
support  of  their  authority,  and  that  one  of  the  troop-ships, 
having  fifty  men  on  board,  would  be  even  a  much  greater  force 
than  is  required  for  such  services  ;  that  she  would  very  advan- 
tageously take  the  place  of  a  full-armed  vessel,  their  crews  being 
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mnch  better  prepared  to  meet  the  effects  of  climate  than  those  of 
vessels  more  reoentlj  arrived,  and  death  and  disease  haying  com- 
paratively few  objects  to  assail. 

"Should  this  arrangement  meet  your  Excellency's  concar- 
rence,  I  shall  prepare  the  '  Sapphire/  which  is  commanded  by  an 
intelligent  and  discreet  officer,  for  that  daty,  as  soon  as  the  mili- 
tary can  relinquish  her,  and  then  dispatch  her  to  relieve  the 
'  Childers  '  at  Whampoa." 

JiTo.  2. — JFVom  Sit  Henry  PoUinger  to  Sir  Thomas  Oochrane, 

Extract. 

"  Hong  Kong,  22nd  January,  1844. 

"  I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the 
'  Castor '  frigate  taking  the  place  of  the  '  Childers,'  at  Whampoa, 
on  the  departure  of  the  latter  for  England.  And,  in  reply,  I 
have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  that  by  a  despatch  I  have  just 
received  from  Lord  Aberdeen  it  now  seems  to  be  very  doubtful 
whether  Her  Majesty's  Government  intend  that  that  part  of  my 
arrangements  for  having  a  vessel-of-war  at  each  of  the  ports  to 
support  the  authority  of  the  consuls  shall  be  carried  out.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  have  to  beg  that  you  will  be  pleased  to 
suspend  any  plan  you  may  have  had  in  view  for  giving  effect  to 
that  arrangement  as  regards  the  Canton  River,  pending  the  re- 
ceipt of  further  defined  instructions,  which  may  be  daily  looked 
for  by  the  November  mail  from  England. " 


From  Bear'Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Oochrane, 

"  *  Agincourt,'  Hong  Kong,  1st  February,  1844. 
'*  While  in  the  middle  of  preparing  my  despatches  for  your 
Excellency,  which  in  consequence  of  the  unexpected  arrival  of 
the  '  Sesostris,'  only  thirty-six  hours  ago,  became  very  nu- 
merous, and  while  using  my  best  endeavours  to  dispatch  the 
'  Dido  '  this  evening,  both  on  account  of  the  servioe  she  is  going 
upon,  as  well  as  from  anxiety  that  Lord  Saltoun,  who  takes  a 
passage  in  her,  should  reach  his  destination  as  soon  as  possible. 
Captain  Keppel  waited  on  me  with  a  message  from  Sir  Henry 
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Pottinger,  requesting  I  woald  dispatcli  the  '  Dido '  as  soon  as 
possible. 

'^  I  could  not  but  be  extremely  astonished  at  such  an  as- 
sumption of  command  oyer  one  of  Her  Majesty's  ships,  and 
executed  in  such  a  manner;  and  I  directed  Captain  Keppel  to 
transmit  to  me  the  same  in  writing,  which  he  has  done,  and  of 
which  a  copy  is  enclosed. 

''  Although  Captain  Keppel  has  in  his  letter  much  modified 
the  expressions  from  those  he  conveyed  to  me  verbally ;  yet  as 
he  came  on  board  expressly  from  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  for  the 
purpose  of  dictating  to  me  the  movements  of  the  '  Dido,'  the 
language  in  which  it  was  conveyed  appears  to  me  a  secondaiy 
consideration. 

'^  There  can  be  no  mistake  as  to  the  message  being  distinct 
and  official,  for  my  Flag  Captain  came  into  my  cabin,  when 
much  engaged,  to  say  that  Captain  Keppel  was  on  board,  and 
wished  to  see  me  to  deliver  a  message  from  the  Plenipotentiary. 

"  Being  privy  to  the  greater  part  of  the  questions  that  have 
arisen  between  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  and  your  Excellency,  I  can 
pretty  confidently  assert  that  it  is  the  first  time  the  interference 
of  Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  although  certainly  very  great,  has  gone 
to  such  an  extreme  length.  And  if  such  encroachments  upon 
naval  authority  are  to  contiuue,  I  feel  it  would  be  far  better  for 
the  public  service  that  we  were  placed  distinctly  and  completely 
under  the  civil  authority,  than  that  officers  should  continue  in  a 
position  in  which  they  are  at  a  loss  where  to  draw  the  line  be- 
tween compliance  and  resistance. 

"  For  my  part,  if  the  good  of  the  service  rendered  it  necessary 
I  should  readily  see  the  flag  of  Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  or  any 
other  individual,  hoisted;  and  most  cheerfully  obey  this  un- 
justifiable exercise  of  Royal  prerogative,  as  then  the  responsi- 
bility would  solely  rest  with  him ;  but  I  am  quite  sure  a  divided 
nautical  authority  is  injurious  to  the  service ;  and  calculated  to 
produce  contention,  which  any  man  who  has  the  welfare  of  his 
country  at  heart  would  by  every  means  avoid.  And  it  is  in- 
fluenced by  this  policy,  that  I  shall  forbear  noticing  to  Sir  Henry 
Pottinger  himself  his  extraordinary  conduct;  for  hitherto  we 
have  personally  been  od  the  best  terms,  and  it  was  only  yester- 
day I  waited  on  and  had  a  lengthened  conversation  with  him." 
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From  Rear- Admiral  Sir  Thcnnas  Gochrane. 

"  *  Aginoourfc/  Hong  Kong,  10th  February,  1844. 

"  I  have  now  to  communicate  to  you  an  occurrence  as  novel 
and  unprecedented,  I  believe,  in  Her  Majesty's  Service  as  that 
service  in  all  its  antiquity  can  record. 

"  Major- General  d'Aguilar,  a  few  days  since,  applied  to  me  to 
send  immediately  to  Chusan  to  bring  from  thence  the  right  wing 
of  the  55th  Regiment,  stationed  there,  with  the  view  of  despatch- 
ing it  and  the  wing  at  this  station  to  England  before  the  strength 
of  the  monsoon  should  pass.  He  further  requested  that  suffi- 
cient tonnage  might  be  taken  up  for  that  purpose,  and  moreover 
stated  that  the  part  of  the  4l8t  Madras  Native  Infantry  stationed 
here  would  likewise  have  to  be  sent  to  that  Presidency  within  a 
very  short  period. 

"I  suggested,  or  rather  the  Major- General  anticipated  my 
suggestion,  that  he  should  receive  Sir  Henry  Pottinger's  concur- 
rence to  this  arrangement ;  and  he  shortly  after  communicated  to 
me  that  he  had  so  obtained  it.  Also  in  a  note  I  received  from 
Sir  Henry,  in  reply  to  one  from  me,  he  stated : — *  I  had  before 
heard  from  the  General  of  '*  Driver's  "  intended  despatch,  and 
think  it  is  an  excellent  arrangement.' 

'*  Under  these  circumstances,  I  immediately  despatched  the 
'  Driver,'  steam- vessel,  to  Chusan,  to  bring  down  as  many  of  the 
55th  as  she  could  stow,  and  directed  that  the  remainder  should 
follow  in  the  *  Vixen.' 

'*  As  the  55th  Regiment  alone  amounted  to  nearly  900  per- 
sons, and  there  was  no  accommodation  whatever  in  this  island 
for  the  wing  (above  500  strong)  coming  from  Chusan,  and,  as  the 
season  was  so  far  advanced,  there  was  reason  to  believe  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  vessels  had  departed  for  Singapore  who  could 
not  obtain  cargoes,  I  became  extremely  anxious  as  to  the  possi- 
bility of  obtaining  vessels  for  this  purpose,  and  knew  at  all  events 
there  was  not  an  insta/nt  to  be  lost  in  sending  to  Whampoa,  where 
was  the  only  chance  of  obtaining  them.  I,  therefore,  directed 
that  the  *  Proserpine '  steamer  should  proceed  on  that  service,  she 
having  to  receive  also  despatches  from  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  for 
Canton. 

«« Most  unfortunately,  however,  in  coming  into  the  harbour 
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from  taking  General  d' Agtdlar  a  tonr  of  inspection  of  the  island, 
she  straok  apon  an  unknown  sunken  rock,  and  became  consider- 
ably damaged. 

"  Having  yesterday  morning  ascertained  that  it  was  impos- 
sible for  her  to  sail,  I  directed  the  lieutenant  commanding  the 
'  Sesostris '  to  prepare  to  proceed  in  the  course  of  the  day  to 
Whampoa  (a  distance  for  such  a  steam-vessel  of  eleven  or  twelve 
hours'  run),  with  my  orders  to  Commander  Wellesley,  of  the 
*  Childers '  on  the  subject  of  securing  the  freight  ships  in  ques- 
tion ;  to  remain  forty-eight  hours  for  tenders ;  and  then  return 
to  this  anchorage. 

^'  I  must  now  observe  that  the  '  Sesostris '  was  lying  here 
perfectly  ready  for  sea,  with  nothing  to  do,  and  not  intended  to 
sail  on  her  return  to  Bombay  till  the  15th,  a  day  arbitrarily  fixed, 
in  concurrence  with  Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  as  much,  I  believe, 
from  being  about  the  middle  of  the  month  as  for  any  other 
reason,  inasmuch  as  she,  being  intended  only  to  be  in  time  for 
the  April  mail,  might  have  delayed  ten  days  longer,  and  still  have 
secured  that  object ;  yet,  in  conformity  with  my  arrangement, 
she  would  be  back  from  Whampoa  on  Tuesday  next,  the  13th, 
ready  to  sail  on  Thursday,  the  15th,  the  day  agreed  on. 

"  It  was,  therefore,  with  no  small  astonishment  on  my  part 
my  secretary  yesterday  morning  laid  before  me  two  letters,  of 
which  the  accompanying  are  copies. 

**  I  acknowledge  to  your  Excellency  that  after  all  that  had 
passed  before  your  departure  hence,  although  prepared  for  a  good 
deal,  I  was  not  a  little  staggered  by  this  singular  communication ; 
and  I  hope  I  shall  stand  excused  for  not  having  the  prescience  to 
anticipate  that  a  gentleman  filling  the  high  and  dignified  station 
of  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  would  attempt  by  private  communica- 
tions to  undermine  my  authority  over  officers  under  my  com- 
mand, would  animadvert  to  them  upon  the  propriety  or  impro- 
priety of  the  orders  I  should  convey  to  them,  or  dictate  the 
description  of  order  they  must  receive  from  me  to  ensure  their 
obedience ;  and,  moreover,  that  he  should  hint  at  newspaper 
publications,  as  well  as  a  communication  to  the  Bombay  Govern- 
ment condemnatory  of  my  proceedings. 

"  Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  as  a  Major-General  in  the  Bombay 
Army,  must  have  been  aware  that  a  subordinate  officer  is  invari- 
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ably  relieyed  from  responsibility  by  the  order  of  his  superior, 
whether  that  order  be  in  the  nsnal  mode  of  wording  or  positive  in 
its  command,  as  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  seems  to  require  that  it 
should  be ;  and  it  will  occur  to  your  Excellency  as  most  singular 
that  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  should  so  interest  himself  in  guaran- 
teeing the  proceedings  of  this  officer. 

"A  letter  of  so  singular  a  description,  emanating  from  an 
officer  holding  so  high  a  situation  as  that  occupied  by  Sir  Henry 
Pottinger,  and  one  in  the  confidence  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, could  not  but  make  me  pause  in  a  matter  which  in  other 
respects  was  without  one  single  objection. 

"If  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  could  write  thus  privately  to  an 
officer  under  my  control,  and,  as  far  as  he  knew,  without  my 
knowledge,  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  divine  to  what  length  he 
meant  to  go.  It  was  evident  more  was  meant  than  met  the  ear, 
and  that  if  the  vessel  went  upon  this  very  necessary  and  simple 
mission,  I  might  be  involved  in  some  inextricable  correspondence, 
which  could  redound  neither  to  the  character  or  benefit  of  Her 
Majesty's  Service.  I  therefore  gave  up  this  immediate  and  expe- 
ditious manner  of  carrying  out  the  objects  of  Major- General 
d'Aguilar,  and  have  adopted  the  more  uncertain  and  dilatory 
mode  of  conmmnicating  with  Whampoa  by  a  row-boat,  and  which 
unquestionably  may  be  the  cause  of  losing  an  opportunity  of 
dispatching  a  wing  of  the  55th  Regiment  for  the  season. 

"  Your  Excellency  wiU  do  me  the  justice  to  admit  that  upon 
your  departure  from  this  portion  of  your  command,  I  was  most 
urgent  in  requesting  that  my  instructions  might  be  so  defined 
that  all  chance  of  a  conflict  with  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  might  be 
avoided ;  but  I  do  acknowledge  that  I  did  not  ask  from  you  in- 
structions to  meet  the  present  case,  because  I  could  not  contem- 
plate it. 

'*  The  sending  of  the  *  Sesostris '  to  Whampoa  involved  no 
particular  poUtical  question,  otherwise  I  should  soon  have  heard 
officially  of  it.  It  certainly  could  not  call  for  the  interference  of 
the  Governor  of  Hong  Kong,  and  as  little  of  the  Chief  Superin- 
tendent of  Trade ;  oonsequently  the  tripartite  powers  of  Sir 
Henry  Pottinger  were  not  touched  by  this  service.  And  I  have 
been  the  more  surprised  at  the  singular  interference  of  his  Excel- 
lency on  the  present  occasion,  as  well  as  that  referred  to  in  my 


636  THE   LIFE   OF   SIR  W.    PARKER.  [1844 

letter  of  the  1st  instant,  in  conseqaence  of  learning  from  more 
than  one  private  channel  that  instructions  had  been  sent  to  him 
bj  the  *  Sesostris '  much  modifying  his  naval  powers ;  but  his 
assumption  upon  this  occasion,  and  his  perfect  silence  upon  that 
subject,  leave  me  to  conclude  that  my  impression  is  erroneous. 

"  Your  Excellency  may  well  say,  after  perusing  what  1  hsive 
had  the  honour  to  state,  that  after  all  there  must  be  something  at 
the  bottom  of  this  as  between  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  and  myself. 
I  therefore  pledge  your  Excellency  my  honour  that  I  am  entirely 
ignorant  of  the  real  cause  of  this  singular  proceeding.  The 
quantity  of  demi-official  notes  of  which  I  could  send  you  copies 
would  show  that  not  a  movement  has  occurred  in  the  squadron 
of  which  he  has  not  received  intimation,  and  which  has  not  met 
his  entire  concurrence. 

**  In  the  case  I  have  now  brought  before  you,  1  have  in  vain 
tried  to  discover  his  hostility  to  the  '  Sesostris '  going  upon  a 
service  which  was  most  essential,  and  which  involved  no  earthly 
objection.  It  is  true  I  had  not  asked  his  permission  for  her  to 
leave  these  roads ;  indeed,  whatever  my  intentions  were,  he  did 
not  give  me  breathing  time  for  them.  It  was  at  seven  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  I  learnt,  on  visiting  the  *  Proserpine,'  thas  it  was 
impossible  for  her  to  proceed.  The  Commander  of  the  '  Sesostris ' 
happened  to  be  then  present,  and  I  told  him  to  be  in  readiness  to 
take  up  the  duty  the  other  could  no  longer  perform,  and  it  was 
just  half-past  eight  when  the  enclosed  letters  reached  me. 

"  I  may  add  that  no  direct  communication  has  taken  place 
between  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  and  myself  upon  this  subject,  and 
I  am  not  even  aware  whether  he  knows  that  I  am  cognizant  of 
his  letter  to  the  Lieutenant  of  the  '  Sesostris,'  who,  however, 
was  informed  by  me  that  I  should  consider  his  letter  as  official, 
as  well  as  the  one  it  covered." 


From  lAeutencmt  Bennie,  I.N,,  to  Mr.  WaUer,  Secretary, 

"  Government  House,  Hong  Kong  (no  date). 
"  Since  my  interview  with  the  Admiral  this  morning,  I  have 
received  the  accompanying  letter  from  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry 
Pottinger,  which  plades  the  tenor  of  my  order  from  the  Bombay 
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GbTenunent  so  forcibly  before  me,  that  I  deem  it  my  duty  to 
sabmit  it  for  the  Admiral's  perusal. 

'^  I  shall  do  myself  the  honour  of  waiting  on  the  Admiral  im- 
mediately, and  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c." 


"  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  to  Lieutenant  Bennie,  I.N". 
(Endorsed  immediate.) 

"  Private,  Friday  morning,  9th  February. 

"  I  sent  for  you  to  speak  to  you  when  I  got  up,  but  found 
you  had  gone.     I  therefore  write  this  note. 

"  I  referred  to  the  Bombay  Government  letter,  and  the  copy 
of  your  orders,  last  night ;  and  in  my  opinion  you  will  incur 
very  serious  responsibility  by  going  up  the  river  without  positive 
orders.  I  should  not  consider  myself  authorised  to  give  you 
such  orders,  except  in  a  case  of  ahsohite  'public  emergency ;  and 
the  errand  on  which  you  are  to  proceed  seems  to  me  to  be  totally 
inadequate. 

"  A  fast  boat,  which  could  be  hired  for  50  dollars,  would  go 
up  and  down  sooner  than  the  '  Sesostris,'  and  Captain  Wellesley, 
of  the  *  Childers,'  could  do  all  that  is  in  your  power  with  regard 
to  the  tenders. 

''  It  is  possible  that  Sir  Thomas  Cochrane  will  consult  with 
me,  either  publicly  or  privately ;  and  if  he  does  so,  I  shall  give 
him  my  opinion,  as  I  have  now  offered  it  to  you. 

"  I  shall  my^f  take  no  share,  however  small,  in  the  matter ; 
and,  as  it  will  appear  in  all  the  papers,  I  must  explain  to  the 
Bombay  Government  accordingly. 

"  P.S.— You  may  make  any  use  you  like  of  this  note. 

"  H.  P." 


"  To  Bear- Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Cochrane. 

Extract. 

"  *  Dido,'  at  Calcutta,  2nd  April,  1844. 

"  I  cannot  but  view  this  interference  of  Her  Majesty's  Pleni- 
potentiary with  additional  regret,  as  if  he  considered  any  intima- 
tion against  the  intended  measure  absolutely  necessary,  a  direct 
communication  to  yourself  would  have  been  far  preferable  to 
objections  being  suggested  by  His  Excellency  to  a  very  subordi« 
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nate  officer,  although  not  belonging  to  Her  Majesty's  Navy,  nor 
strictly  amenable  to  the  orders  of  Her  Majesty's  naval  officers. 
And  the  oonrse  pursued  was,  in  my  opinion,  anything  but  de- 
sirable for  the  discipline,  which  I  have  no  doubt  the  Indian 
Government  wish  to  maintain  in  their  Navy. 

"  I  shall  forward  a  copy  of  your  representation  to  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  with  my  sentiments  on  the 
transaction,  by  the  first  opportunity." 


tt 


From  Bear^Admfdral  Sir  Thomas  Cochrcme^  C.B. 

*  Agincourt,'  Hong  Kong,  12th  February,  1844. 
I  now  have   the  honour  to  forward  to  your   Excellency 
what,  I  trust,  I  may  consider  the  close  of  the  proceedings  with 
regard  to  the  *  Sesostris.' 

*'  I  must,  however,  first  state  that,  on  the  evening  of  the 
arrival  of  that  vessel,  the  '  Dido '  was  preparing  to  sail  on  the 
following  day,  with  the  treasure  for  Singapore. 

"  On  the  next  morning  I  waited  personally  upon  Sir  Henry 
Pottinger  (which  1  unquestionably  was  not  called  on  to  do),  to 
ask  whether  anything  in  his  despatches,  just  received,  would 
interfere  with  the  departure  of  that  vessel ;  otherwise  she  would 
sail  the  moment  she  had  taken  certain  stores,  which  your  orders 
the  night  before  required  her  to  take,  on  board. 

"  It  was  upon  this  occasion  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  alluded  to 
the  future  movement  of  that  vessel,  stating  that,  as  it  would  be 
impossible  for  him  to  have  his  return  despatches  ready  to  enable 
her  to  be  in  time  for  the  March  mail,  he  should  wish  her  to  be 
detained  till  the  middle  of  the  month.  I  acquainted  him  that  I 
was  quite  ready  to  attend  to  his  wishes  on  the  subject;  and  it 
was  finally  settled  she  should  sail  on  the  15  th  instant,  and  the 
public  were  made  acquainted  with  the  arrangement  accordingly. 

"  It  was  under  these  circumstances,  and  without  any  apparent 
reason  for  it,  that  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  addressed  to  the  lieu- 
tenant Commanding  the  '  Sesostris '  the  instructions  of  which 
the  enclosed  is  a  copy. 

"  Remembering  the  discussions  between  your  Excellency  and 
Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  with  regard  to  another  Company's  steam- 
vessel,  the  *Akbar^'  and  which  are  still  before  Her  Majesty's 
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Qoyemment,  I  cannot  discover  any  conceivable  reason  for  thus 
throwing  oat  a  similar  bone  of  contention,  answering  no  earthly 
object,  nor  intended  to  effect  any  change  in  the  arrangements 
already  decided  on. 

"  A  moment's  consideration  mnst  have  shown  Sir  Henry 
Pottinger  that,  after  your  correspondence  (of  which  yon  have 
left  me  copies),  with  regard  to  the  'Akbar,'  I  conld  not,  without 
a  dereliction  of  duty,  quietly  submit  to  this  assumption  of  com- 
mand, however  much  my  own  comfort,  and  desire  to  avoid 
altercation,  might  have  induced  me  to  do  so. 

''Resolved,  however,  while  upholding  the  service,  to  keep 
clear  of  an  unsatisfactory  correspondence,  I  directed  a  reply  to 
be  made  to  Lieutenant  Rennie,  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed,  and 
which  I  trust  you  will  consider  sufficiently  guarded  to  secure  me 
that  advantage ;  and  I  trust  your  Excellency  will  find  the  orders 
I  propose  giving  to  Lieutenant  Rennie  (a  copy  of  which  you  wiJl 
also  herewith  receive)  are  so  entirely  in  unison  with  Sir  Henry 
Pottinger's  wishes  that  the  most  sensitive  mind  cannot  cavil  at 
them. 

"It  is,  Sir,  now  nearly  thirty-nine  years  since  I  first  held  a 
distinct  command  in  the  service  of  my  country,  and  the  greater 
part  of  my  services  having  been  performed  in  the  colonies,  I 
have  constantly,  in  my  public  duties,  been  associated  with 
Generals,  Governors,  and  every  description  of  civil  authority, 
and  in  the  whole  of  that  period,  till  now,  I  never  remember  any 
other  subject  of  contest  than  who  should  most  zealously  forward 
the  public  service,  and  do  it  in  a  manner  most  agreeable  to  either 
party. 

''I  lament  that  such  should  not  be  the  case  here;  for, 
although  not  a  line  has  passed  between  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  and 
myself  upon  the  several  points  now  brought  before  you,  it  is  not 
to  be  denied  that  these  unceasing  attempts  unduly  to  encroach 
on  powers  placed  in  other  hands  cannot  but  tend  to  undermine 
that  harmony  which  ought  to  exist  between  every  branch  of 
Her  Majesty's  Service,  and  which,  be  assured,  Sir,  it  ever  shall 
be  my  utmost  endeavour  to  maintain." 


7^ 
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From  LietUenant  Bennie^  LN,,  to  Sir  Thomas  Cdchrane. 

"  H.C.S.V.  *  Sesostris,'  Hong  Kong,  9tli  February,  1844. 
"  I  liave  the  honour  to  forward  a  copy  of  a  letter  £rom  Her 
Majesty's  Plenipotentiary,  regarding  the  departure  of  the  yessel 
under  my  command." 


Mr.  Richard  Woosnam  to  Lieutenant  Benniey  LN. 

"  Government  House,  Hong  Kong,  8th  Feb.,  1844. 
"  I  am  directed  by  Her  Majesty's  Plenipotentiary  to  inform 
you  that  he  has  directed  that  the  mails  to  be  forwarded  by  the 
steam  frigate  '  Sesostris,'  under  your  command,  be  closed  on  the 
evening  of  the  14th  instant,,  and  that  his  Excellency  wishes  that 
you  proceed  to  sea  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  1 5th,  and 
make  the  best  of  your  way  to  Bombay,  merely  passing  through 
the  roads  at  Macao,  where  the  mails  from  that  place  will  be  sent 
on  board  by  Her  Majesty's  Consular  Agent,  as  soon  as  you  heave 
in  sight." 


Mr.  WaUer  to  Lieutenant  Ben^iie. 

"  *  Agincourt,'  Hong  Kong,  10th  February,  1844. 
''  I  am  commanded  by  Bear-Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Cochrane  to 
acquaint  you,  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  that  jou 
will  receive  your  sailing  orders  direct  from  him,  and  for  which 
you  will  be  prepared  in  the  course  of  Wednesday,  the  14th 
instant,  together  with  the  despatches  for  Her  Majesty's  Grovem- 
ment." 

"  To  Rear- Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Cochrane,  C.B. 

"  *  Dido,'  at  Calcutta,  9th  April,  1844. 
"  My  letter  of  the  2nd  instant,  will  have  conveyed  to  you 
my  regret  at  the  course  adopted  by  Her  Majesty's  Plenipoten- 
tiary on  that  subject ;  and  there  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  be  any 
objection  to  the  terms  of  the  order  you  have  given  to  Lieu- 
tenant Rennie,  if  an  order  could  with  strict  propriety  be  given 
to  him  at  all,  because  I  considered  that  the  *  Sesostris '  was  re- 
moved from  my  authority  when  she  returned  to  Bombay  under 
the  command  of    Commander  Ormsby ;  and  1  do  not  imagine 
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that  I  have  any  power  to  interfere  with  any  of  the  vessels  of  the 
Indian  Navy,  or  the  Honourable  East  India  Company,  unless  they 
are  especially  placed  under  my  directions.  In  this  view  of  our 
positions,  when  I  wished  to  send  passengers  from  Her  Majesty's 
ships  from  Singapore,  by  the  *  Sesostrls/  to  Hong  Kong,  I  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  Lieutenant  Bennie,  as  the  senior  officer 
present,  of  another  and  distinct  service,  in  the  shape  of  a  request; 
but  should  any  requisition  from  myself,  or  any  senior  naval 
officer,  be  disregarded,  I  should  certainly  represent  the  occur- 
rence to  the  Indian  Government,  to  be  dealt  with  as  they  might 
deem  fit.  I  am  bound,  however,  to  say  that  I  have  ever  found 
the  most  ready  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the 
Indian  Navy  to  attend  to  any  wish  expressed  by  me. 

"  In  the  cases  of  the  *Akbar,*  to  which  you  refer,  and  of 
the  *  Phlegethon,*  and  other  steamers,  which  formed  part  of  my 
correspondence  with  Sir  Henry  Pottinger;  those  vessels  were 
at  the  time  specially  placed  under  my  orders,  and  forming  part 
of  the  squadron  employed  in  the  China  seas ;  and  I  have  always 
been  cautious  against  interfering  with  the  vessels  of  the  Indian 
Navy,  or  the  Honourable  East  India  Company,  because  I  have 
ever  felt  it  right  to  object  to  the  Indian  Government  giving 
orders  to  the  Captains  or  Commanders  of  Her  Majesty's  Ships 
under  my  command.  When  their  services  are  required  by  that 
Qt>vemment,  it  is  always  done  in  the  form  of  a  request ;  but  is 
invariably  attended  to  with  the  utmost  precision. 

"  I  have  felt  it  right  to  put  you  fully  in  possession  of  my 
sentiments  on  this  point ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  at  all  probable 
that  the  Indian  Government  will  in  any  way  notice  the  orders 
which  you  deemed  it  expedient  to  give  to  Lieutenant  Rennie,  of 
the  '  Sesostris.' " 


From  Rear-Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Cochrane. 

"  *  Agincourt,'  Hong  Kong,  21st  March,  1844. 
"  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  call  your  Excellency's  serious  attention 
to  a  letter  I  have  received  from  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Pot- 
tinger, in  reply  to  one  from  me  suggesting  the  propriety  of  the 
•  Agincourt '  being  allowed  to  go  up  the  Canton  River,  for  the 
purpose  of  having  her  bottom  cleaned. 

VOL.  H.    .  2   T 
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'*  Yonr  Excellency  will  remember  that/  about  this  period  last 
year,  a  similar  proposal  was  made,  to  which,  at  that  time,  no 
insuperable  objection  was  started  by  his  Excellency;  he  then 
intending  to  speak  to  Keying  on  the  subject,  which,  however, 
was  dropped,  for  the  reason  assigned  in  my  letter  to  him. 

"It  was  about  the  same  period  your  Excellency  had  pro- 
posed that  the  *  Agincourt '  should  visit  the  northern  ports,  at 
present  in  our  actual  possession,  but  which,  for  a  very  similar 
reason  to  that  now  assigned,  was  objected  ta 

"  The  copies  of  despatches  your  Excellency  has  left  with  me 
show  the  view  you  took  of  such  restrictions  at  the  time  they 
were  established ;  and  subsequent  experience  only  confirms  the 
opinion  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to  communicate  to  me,  and 
in  which  I  then  fully  participated. 

**  The  British  intercourse  with  China,  as  far  as  the  vessels-of- 
war  are  concerned,  seems  to  me  to  be  placed  in  a  very  anomalous 
position.  On  the  one  hand,  we  are  almost  bound  by  Treaty  to 
keep  vessels- of -war  at  certain  specified  ports,  however  unneces- 
sary it  ma^  prove  to  be,  or  however  destiTictive  to  the  health  and 
discipline  of  the  crew ;  and  yet  not  one  of  these  vessels  can  be 
relieved,  or  another  make  her  appearance,  without  a  previous 
intimation  to  the  Chinese  Government.  At  the  same  time,  vessels- 
of-war  of  every  other  nation,  and  of  every  size,  and  enjoying 
their  privileges  under  our  Treaty  of  Peace,  ascend  these  rivers 
from  which  we  are  excluded,  not  only  without  permission, 
but  without  apprehension  or  remonstrance  on  the  part  of  the 
Chinese. 

''At  the  present  moment,  while  the  'Agincourt '  is  excluded 
from  the  river,  and  prevented  frojn  performing  a  very  desirable 
operation,  the  *C16opatre,'  French  60-gun  frigate,  perhaps  larger 
than  the  *  Agincourt,'  is  lying  exactly  where  I  wish  to  place  the 
latter  vessel ;  and  the  Captain  of  the  American  vessel,  of  equal 
size,  called  the  '  Brandy  wine,'  informed  me,  when  here  a  few 
days  since,  that  bo  soon  as  the  monsoon  changed,  he  intended 
to  visit  Chusan  and  all  the  neighbourhood,  while  I  am  obliged, 
as  it  were,  to  steal  up  in  a  steam- vessel  to  visit  the  ships  and 
vessels  under  my  immediate  command ;  and  so  far  from  this  re- 
straint thus  pla<;ed  upon  ourselves  tending  to  prepare  the  way 
for  a  greater  liberty  of  locomotion  on  our  part,  I  believe  I  am 
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only  adopting  the  argument  of  yonr  Excellency  in  Baying  that 
the  less  our  vessels  are  seen  npon  the  coast  of  China,  the  greater 
obstacles  will  arise  to  even  that  restrictive  approach,  and  that  to 
have  quelled  any  apprehensions  the  Chinese  may  be  supposed  to 
labour  under  (and  which  I  entertain  great  doubts  if  it  eztend 
beyond  the  people  in  authority)  it  would  have  been  better  to 
continue  the  sight  of  vessels  passing  and  repassing  and  anchor- 
ing, to  which  they  had  for  several  years  been  accustomed. 

"  I  feel  it  scarcely  necessary  to  occupy  your  Excellency  longer 
upon  a  subject  to  which,  I  am  sure,  you  are  fully  alive ;  but  I 
could  not  permit  Sir  Henry  Pottinger's  despatch  to  reach  you 
without  drawing  your  attention  to  the  singular  position  the 
British  Navy  holds  with  reference  to  that  of  every  other  foreign 
power  upon  these  shores.  At  the  same  time,  I  feel  quite  satisfied 
that  his  oppositioD  to  my  wishes  arises  from  no  other  feeling 
than  that  which  he  expresses,  however  much  I  may  differ  with 
him  in  the  view  he  takes  of  the  subject,  which,  I  fear,  may  one 
day  become  the  source  of  embarrassment  to  his  successor. 

"  I  will  only  further  detain  your  Excellency  while  I  add  that 
the  distinction  apparently  made  between  Blenheim  Reach  and 
Whampoa  is  only  one  of  name,  as,  indeed.  Sir  Henry  Pottinger, 
in  the  subsequent  part  of  his  letter,  virtually  admits ;  the  one  is 
divided  from  the  other  by  a  neck  of  land  a  few  fathoms  wide, 
and  only  proposed  by  me  instead  of  Whampoa  because  more  out 
of  the  fairway  of  the  merchant  vessels  passing  up  and  down  the 
river." 


Sir  Thomus'  Cochrane  to  Sir  Henry  Pottinger. 

Inclosure. 

"  *  Agincourt,'  Hong  Kong,  19th  February,  1844. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that,  having 
received  directions  from  Vice- Admiral  Sir  William  Parker  to 
visit  and  inspect  the  vessels-of-war  stationed  to  the  north,  and  to 
investigate  certain  matters  connected  with  the  naval  service,  I 
propose  proceeding  there,  in  one  of  Her  Majesty's  steam-vessels, 
soon  after  I  have  dispatched  the  vessels  intended  for  England 
and  India,  leaving  the  temporary  command  here  with  Captain 
Bruce,  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  '  Agincourt.' 

2  T  2 
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"  Your  Excellency  will  remember  that,  about  this  time  last 
year,  it  was  proposed  to  send  the  '  Agincourt '  to  lie  for  a  short 
time  in  fresh  water,  at  a  station  called  Blenheim  Beach,  for  the 
purpose  of  destroying  the  shell  fish  collected  on  her  bottom,  but 
as  it  was  found  that  she  was  destined  to  pass  another  winter  at 
Hong  Kong,  the  subject  was  dropped,  as  little  advantage  would 
be  gained  by  doing  that  which  her  lengfthened  detention  would 
render  necessary  to  be  repeated. 

"  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  *  Agincourt's  * 
bottom  is  now  in  a  state,  from  lying  here  nearly  two  years,  as 
might,  in  many  situations  to  which  a  vessel-of-war  is  liable,  peril 
her  safety ;  and  as  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  her  departure 
from  China  will  very  soon  take  place,  I  propose  (should  your 
Excellency  see  no  political  objection  to  it)  that,  during  my 
absence,  she  should  go  for  a  few  days  to  Blenheim  Beach,  for 
any  benefit  that  may  be  derived  from  the  cleansing  of  fresh 
water." 


Sir  Henry  PotHnger  to  Sir  Thomas  Cochrane, 

Inclosure. 

"  Government  House,  Hong  Kong,  1st  March,  1844. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  19th  ultimo,  intimating  yonr  intention  of  shortly  pro- 
ceeding to  the  northward,  and  proposing  (should  there  be  no 
political  objection)  to  send  your  flag-ship,  the  *Aginconrt,'  up 
the  Canton  Biver,  to  be  in  fresh  water  (in  Blenheim  Beach)  for 
a  short  time  during  your  absence,  with  the  object  of  cleaning  her 
bottom. 

"  With  respect  to  the  *  Agincourt '  going  into  the  Canton 
Biver,  I  premise  that  I  ain  very  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  withhold 
my  acquiescence  from  any  arrangement  that  you  may  desire,  but 
I  see  the  strongest  political  objections  to  what  yon  propose.  I 
have  very  recently  had  some  most  serious  correspondence  with 
the  Viceroy  and  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Canton,  regarding  large 
merchant  ships  having  gone  to  anchor  in  Blenheim  Beach,  and 
the  only  way  that  I  could  evade  the  necessity  for  ordering  those 
ships  to  shift  their  berths  was  by  stating,  on  the  report  of  the 
Consular  Agent  (Mr.  St.  Croix),  that  the  common  anchorage 
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of  Whampoa  was  not  capable  of  coiitaining  tlie  nnusnallj  large 
assemblage  of  vessels  that  were  then  in  the  river. 

"It  is  true  that  most,  if  not  all,  of  these  large  merchant 
ships  have  since  sailed ;  but  I  am  convinced  that  the  Government 
of  China  would  consider  the  *Agincourt'  entering  the  river, 
whatever  reason  might  be  assigned  for  her  doing  so,  to  be  an  in- 
fraction of  the  spirit,  if  not  of  the  letter,  of  the  Treaty,  and  that 
the  local  authorities  would  instantly  call  on  me  to  have  her 
removed. 

"  1  will  even  add  that  I  think  there  would  be  great  justice 
and  cause  for  such  a  demand.  The  Treaty  only  provides  for  a 
British  cruizer  being  stationed  within  each  of  the  ports,  to 
uphold  the  Consul's  authority ;  and  it  is  further  stipulated  that 
intimation  of  her  intended  relief  by  another  vessel  is  to  be  given 
beforehand,  to  prevent  alarm  and  apprehension  among  the 
people.  In  accordance  with  this  stipulation,  I  may  observe  that 
one  of  the  strongest  arguments  brought  forward  by  the  local 
authorities  at  Canton,  relative  to  the  large  merchant  ships  to 
which  I  refer  above,  was  grounded  on  a  very  urgent  petition  and 
remonstrance  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  villages 
against  the  innovation  complained  of.  And  you  will  at  once 
perceive  that,  in  the  case  of  the  'Agincourt,'  I  should  have 
no  such  means  as  I  applied  to  that  of  the  ships  in  question  for 
rebutting  the  application,  since  her  proceeding  at  all  into  the 
river  would  be,  in  the  eyes  of  the  Government  and  inhabitants, 
uncalled  for,  as  well  as  being  esteemed  a  breach  of  the  Treaty. 

"  I  also  think  that  it  should  be  our  peculiar  and  anxious  duty 
to  study  the  wishes  and  feelings  of  the  Government  and  people 
of  China  in  this  and  every  other  instance,  because  it  may  be 
assumed  to  be  quite  certain  that  all  other  nations,  in  their  future 
intercourse  with  this  Empire,  will  look  to  and  quote  us  as  their 
example  and  precedent ;  and  it  is  needless  to  enlarge  on  the  self- 
evident  inconvenience  and  shock  to  the  national  prejudices  and 
long- cherished  usages  of  China,  which  would  be  the  consequences 
of  the  Chinese  ports  being  indiscriminately  visited  by  foreign 
vessels-of-war. 

"  I  have,  perhaps,  said  more  in  this  letter  than  was  required 
to  satisfy  you  as  to  the  valid  grounds  of  the  objections  I  see  to 
your  present  proposal;   but   I  have   been   desirous  of  taking 


I 
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this  opportunity  to  place  my  official  sentimeiits  on  permanent 
record,  not  only  as  regards  the  port  of  Canton,  bat  all  other 
ports  of  China.  And  I  will  conclude  by  declaring  my  strong 
unbiassed  conviction  that,  from  the  moment  those  sentiments 
cease  to  be  the  guide  of  our  conduct  in  every  respect,  our 
growing  intercourse  and  connection  with  China  will  become  an 
unceasing  source  of  vexatious  and  troublesome,  if  not  angpry, 
discussion,  which  will  render  its  continuance  precarious,  and  will 
nullify,  to  a  great  extent,  the  legitimate  and  inculculable  ad- 
vantage to  both  Empires  that  I  now  see  cause  to  augur  from  it. 
*'I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  forward  to  you  two  copies 
of  certain  official  documents  connected  with  the  Treaty,  Tariff,  &c,, 
which  have  been  printed,  in  case  they  should  not  have  been  left 
with  you  by  Sir  William  Parker,  on  his  departure  from  China." 


"  To  Bear- Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Cochrane,  C.B. 

"  *  Cornwallis,'  at  Trincomalee,  6th  June,  1844. 

"  I  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  21st 
March,  with  copies  of  your  correspondence  with  his  Excellency 
Sir  Henry  Pottinger  on  the  subject  of  the  *  Agincourt '  being 
allowed  to  ascend  the  Canton  River  as  far  as  Whampoa,  or  Blen- 
heim Reach,  for  the  purpose  of  cleaning  her  bottom  by  the 
effect  of  the  fresh  water  on  the  accumulation  of  shell-fish  and 
marine  vegetation,  which  have  been  generated  in  the  anchorage 
off  Hong  Kong;  and  of  your  intended' movement  to  the  north- 
ward in  the  *  Driver.' 

'*!  have  always  concurred  in  the  sentiments  you  express,  that 
it  was  not  onlyja  desirable  measure,  but  one  quite  of  expediency, 
that  Her  Majesty's  ships  of  all  classes  stationed  in  the  China 
seas  should  frequently  visit  at  least  the  ports  occupied  by  the 
British  forces;  and  that  this  practice  shoald  never  have  been 
neglected,  because  it  would  have  materially  tended  to  remove 
the  ancient  prejudice  of  the  Chinese,  and  familiarise  them 
with  the  intercourse  with  foreigners,  from  which  great  mutual 
advantages  may  reasonably  be  anticipated.  And  you  wiU  see 
by  the  duplicate  of  the  Admiralty  Instructions  of  the  3rd  Feb- 
ruary last,  which  I  forwarded  to  you  by  the  *  Spiteful,'  that 
their  Lordships  contemplate  the  movement  of  the  *  Aginoourt ' 
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to  the  porte  referred  to,  or  tbose  at  which  Her  Majesty's  ships 
were  stationed.  As,  however,  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  entertained 
a  very  different  opinion,  and  has,  for  the  reasons  he  assigns, 
protested  against  that  ship  going  np  the  Canton  River,  notwith- 
standing it  appears  that  foreign  ships-of-war  of  great  magni- 
tude, belonging  to  other  Powers,  do  so  without  opposition,  I 
think  you  have  judged  very  properly  in  not  pressing  further, 
at  present,  this  question,  which  with  your  correspondence,  I  shall 
transmit,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  Admiralty,  by  the  earliest  opportunity." 

While  at  Penang  the  Admiral  detached  the 
"  Harlequin  "  and  "  Wanderer,"  with  the  East  India 
Company's  steam  vessel  "  Diana,"  under  the  orders 
of  Commander  the  Honourable  G.  F.  Hastings,  to 
punish  certain  pirates  from  Sumatra,  who  had  pillaged 
and  destroyed  a  small  English  vessel  near  Acheen 
Head.  Bajah  Brooke  accompanied  the  expedition, 
and  he  and  Lieutenant  Chads,*  First  Lieutenant 
of  the  "Harlequin,"  were  wounded  in  the  attack. 
The  Admiral  left  Penang  on  February  25th  for 
Moulmein,  Calcutta,  Madras,  and  Trincomalee. 

From  the  Earl  of  Haddvngton, 
Extract. 

"  Admiralty,  May  5th,  1844. 
"  I  have  to  inform  you  that  a  Flag  Officer's  Good  Service 
Pension  having  become  vacant  by  the  lamented  death  of  that 
distingaiBhed  officer  Sir  Jahleel  Brenton,  I  have  availed  myself 
of  the  opportunity  this  ofEered  to  me  of  marking  the  sense 
entertained  by  this  Board  of  your  able  and  jadicioas  conduct, 
and  of  your  valuable  service,  and  have  appointed  you  to  the 
vacant  pension.  I  have  only  to  regret  that  its  amount  is  so 
small — only  worth  £300  a  year — ^but  it  is  not  the  less  sought  for 

*  The  present  Admiral- Chads. 
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by  officers  considered  of  good  service ;  and  deeming  it  the  most 
decided  mark  that  the  Admiralty  has  the  independent  means 
of  giving  that  these  services  are  duly  appreciated. 

"  I  have  informed  Lady  Parker. 

"  This  mail  will  carry  out  the  recal  by  the  Company  of  the 
Governor- General !  an  act  not  concurred  in,  and  highly  dis- 
approved by  Her  Majesty's  Government.  They  possess,  how- 
ever, by  law  the  independent  right  of  removal,  and  have  thought 
it  expedient  on  their  own  responsibility  to  exercise  it. 

"  They  have  concurred  in  the  appointment  of  Sir  Henry 
Hardinge,  which  will  be  announced  only  by  this  mail.  Sir  H., 
will,  I  doubt  not,  proceed  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.*' 


"  To  the  Earl  of  Haddington. 

*'  H.M.S.  '  Gomwallis,'  May,  1844. 

'*  It  quite  escaped  me,  when  I  had  the  honour  of  addressing 
your  Lordship  on  the  13th  ultimo  from  Calcutta,  to  bring  the 
merits  of  the  officers  who  are  already  on  their  passage,  and 
about  to  return  to  England,  under  your  notice.  I  therefore  trust 
you  will  excuse  my  now  doing  so. 

"  The  conduct  of  Commander  the  Honourable  G.  F.  Hastings,* 
of  the  *  Harlequin,'  who  directed  the  attack  on  the  pirates  on 
the  Coast  of  Pedir,  in  February  last,  will  be  officially  before 
your  Lordship  ere  this  reaches  you,  together  with  that  of  his 
associates.  Commander  G.  F.  Seymour,  of  the  *  Wanderer,*  and 
the  Honourable  George  H.  Douglas, f  Mate  of  the  latter  ship,  in 
whose  fortunes  your  Lordship  has  already  expressed  considerable 

*  Vice-Admiral  the  Honourable  Gteorge  F.  Hastings,  C.B., 
died  soon  after  the  cessation  of  his  command  at  the  Nore  in 
1876.  He  had  been  Commander-in-Chief  in  the  Pacific,  Captain 
of  the  "  Cura^oa  "  (during  the  Russian  war),  and  at  onetime  had 
charge  of  Haslar  Hospital. 

t  Vice-Admiral  the  Honourable  -George  H.  Douglas,  com- 
manded the  "  Cruizer "  in  the  Baltic  during  the  Russian  war 
with  indefatigable  zeal,  and  his  services  throughout  the  cam- 
paign were  of  a  very  arduous  nature. 
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interest.  Of  the  whole  of  these  young  men  I  really  cannot  speak 
too  highly.  Commander  Hastings,  who  is  very  talented,  had  pre- 
yionsly  made  a  very  good  survey  of  the  Nimrod  Sound  near  the 
Chusan  Islands ;  and  whenever  any  of  them  have  the  good  for- 
tune to  receive  professional  advancement,  be  assured  the  value  of 
their  services  will  increase  in  the  ratio  of  their  rank.  Commander 
Wellesley,  of  the  *  Childers,'  assisted  mainly  by  Lieutenant 
NoUoth,  effected  a  survey  of  still  greater  extent  and  importance 
amongst  the  north-eastern  Islands  of  the  Chusan  group ;  and  the 
correctness  of  their  work  has  been  since  verified  most  satisfactorily 
by  Captain  CoUinson  of  the  *  Plover.'  It  cannot  but  be  gratify- 
ing to  your.  Lordship  to  know,  that  although  Commander 
Wellesley's  connexion  with  the  greatest  man  in  our  country 
must  naturally  ensure  his  promotion,  yet,  come  when  it  may,  it 
will  be  conferred  on  a  young  man  of  great  merits  and  high 
principle,  who  will  do  honour  to  it. 

"  1  scarcely  dare  trust  myself  to  say  so  much  for  fear  my 
motives  may  be  mistaken ;  but,  my  Lord,  if  I  had  the  honour  of 
being  better  known  to  you,  I  flatter  myself  you  would  g^ve  me 
credit  for  at  least  withholding  praise  if  I  could  not  bestow  it  with 
genuine  feelings  of  sincerity. 

'*  Commanders  Justice,  of  the  '  Pelican,'  and  Smith,  of  the 
'  Siren,'  are  both  old  and  valuable  officers ;  and  I  have  found 
such  zeal  and  sterling  worth  in  them  that  I  can  but  lament  they 
have  yet  to  feed  on  hope  for  promotion,  while  the  vigour  of  their 
life  is  fading. 

'*  Commander  Glasse,  of  the  '  Nimrod  '  is  a  zealous  and  able 
officer,  and  Commander  FitzJames,*  of  the  '  Clio '  is  one  of 
exceeding  great  promise.  He  was  employed  with  Colonel 
Chesney  in  the  Euphrates,  and  subsequently  as  our  Gunnery 
Lieutenant  in  the  '  Comwallis.'     He  possesses  many  superior 


*  Captain  FitzJames,  universally  beloved  from  his  charm 
of  manner,  kindness  of  heart,  and  numerous  accomplishments, 
perished  in  Sir  John  Franklin's  Expedition ;  and  the  account 
of  Sir  John's  death,  signed  by  him  and  Lieutenant  Charles 
Des  Yoeux,  is  the  latest  authentic  record  of  that  courageous, 
but  ill-fated,  expedition. 
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attainments,  with  the  highest  rectitade  of  mind ;  and  as  he  is 
young  in  seniority  and  active  in  body,  he  is  really  an  acqnisition 
to  oar  service  which  shoold  not  be  lost  sight  of." 


"  To  Sir  Qeorge  Cockburn. 
Extract. 

"  '  Cornwallis,'  at  Trincomalee,  Blst  May,  1844. 

"  Although  the  orders  subsequently  received  have  suspended 
all  proceedings  with  regard  to  naval  buildings,  which  I  think  a 
very  prudent  measure  in  the  present  state  of  the  island,  I  have 
given  my  opinion  fully  in  an  official  shape  respecting  the  position 
suggested  in  Lyemoon  Harbour.  It  is  doubtless  a  very  safe 
good  anchorage,  but  more  difficult  of  ingress  and  egress  than 
the  one  now  used ;  and  so  completely  isolated  from  any  European 
building,  and  no  road  yet  formed  for  getting  to  it  from  the  town 
in  the  event  of  fire,  and  the  absolute  necessity  of  having  a  strong 
guard  to  prevent  the  depredations  of  the  Chinese,  that  I  am  free 
to  confess  I  am  not  an  advocate  for  that  spot ;  indeed,  I  should 
prefer  the  original  selection,  by  Captains  Sir  Thomas  Bourchier, 
Smith,  and  Bethune,  of  Navy  Bay,  with  all  its  objections,  par- 
ticularly if  we  have  Chuck-pye-wen  as  a  careening  place,  for 
which  it  is  admirably  adapted.  I  give  you  my  opinions  honestly, 
but  I  am  not  so  wedded  to  them  as  to  feel  annoyed  if  the  Board 
act  on  those  of  others  ;  and  when  I  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
you,  I  shall  be  happy  to  explain  my  reasons  on  every  point  on 
which  there  may  be  still  a  doubt. 

"  In  this  feeling  I  have  also  sent  a  long  letter  on  various 
points  that  have  come  under  my  notice.  I  only  hope  the  Board 
will  not  think  them  obtrusive,  for  indeed  I  have  no  wish  to 
impose  my  ideas  or  prejudices  on  anybody  ;  but  I  have  seen  so 
much  inconvenience  result  from  the  opinions  of  commanding 
officers  being  withheld,  and  the  Admiralty  being  kept  in  igno- 
rance of  many  objectionable  circumstances,  though  perhaps 
trifling  in  themselves,  that  I  prefer  incurring  the  charge  of 
being  too  officious,  rather  than  that  of  negligence  or  indifference 
to  the  interest  of  our  service  in  its  minutest  points. 

"  If  I  may  venture  to  recommend,  it  would  be  that  you  paused 
well  before  any  naval  establishment  is  undertaken  at  Singapore. 
It  will  not  be  convenient  for  the  ships  in  China,  and  /  should 
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prefer  even  a  temporary  and  inferior  depdt  of  stores  at  Hong 
Kong,  becanse,  if  short,  we  can  always  buy  what  we  want  at 
tolerably  moderate  prices  at  Singapore,  and  the  oommunioation 
is  tedions  between  those  places  with  an  adverse  monsoon." 


"  To  the  Earl  of  Haddington. 

"  *  Comwallifl,*  at  Trincomalee,  25th  June,  1844. 
"  Although  none  of  the  letters  by  the  May  mail  have  yet 
reached  me,  I  have  had  the  gratification  of  receiving  one  from 
Lady  Parker,  commnnicating  your  Lordship's  kindness  in  nomi- 
nating me  to  the  Otood  Service  Pension,  vacant  by  the  death  of 
Sir  Jahleel  Brenton,  which  calls  for  my  earliest  and  gratefal 
acknowledgments,  as  the  most  flattering  testimony  of  approbation 
I  conld  derive  from  your  Lordship  and  the  Board ;  an  honour 
that  in  my  estimation  fully  equals  the  pecuniary  value  of  the 
boon,  to  the  advantages  of  which  I  assure  your  Lordship  I  am 
by  no  means  insensible;  and  if  anything  could  enhance  my 
appreciation  of  this  unexpected  compliment,  it  is  the  very  hand- 
some manner  in  which  your  Lordship  announced  it  to  Lady 
Parker,  who  participates  in  all  my  feelings  of  thankfulness." 


"  To  Sir  GTeorge  Cockbum. 
Extract. 

"  *  Comwallifl,*  Trincomalee,  25th  June,  1844. 

"  The  thorough  caulking  required  by  the  *  Cornwallis,'  with 
but  a  small  number  of  artificers,  has  been  rather  tedious,  but  it 
is  now  quite  completed,  and  we  shall  be  ready  to  start  early  next 
month,  when  the  '  Vixen,*  which  has  joined  me  from  Hong  Kong, 
will  receive  the  despatches  and  instrucdons  for  Sir  Thomas 
Cochrane. 

'*  1  am  pleased  with  Trincomalee ;  the  harbour  is  excellent, 
and  the  dockyard  conveniently  placed  in  it,  and  well  stored.  I 
have  by  better  stowage  of  many  articles  cleared  the  old  store- 
house, which  is  to  come  down,  and  appropriated  90  feet  of  it  as 
a  rigging  and  sail  loft,  which  was  very  much  wanted ;  and  the 
actual  expense  will  not  exceed  £7  or  £8,  much  of  the  labour 
having  been  done  by  the  '  ComwalliB*s  *  crew  without  exertion. 


652  THE   LIFE   OF   SIR  W.    PARKER.  [1844 

The  deck  of  the  old  *  Arrogant '  was  formerly  used  for  this 
purpose,  but  the  '  Alligator '  would  be  too  small  for  it,  and  I 
believe  a  floating  storehouse  is  the  most  expensive  of  any.  The 
old  storehouse  will  be  equally  available  for  the  reception  of 
stores,  should  it  be  wanted,  and  I  have  had  the  roofing  secured 
in  a  way  that  will,  I  think,  carry  it  on  for  two  or  three  years 
longer,  if  you  do  not  find  it  convenient  to  complete  the  new 
building,  which  I  really  think  would  be  desirable  when  you  can 

arrange  it 

''Your  late  shipmate,    Commander    Gifford,   conducts  his 
steam  vessel  very  satisfactorily.*' 


From  the  Right  Hon,  Sir  Robert  Peel,  Bart.,  First  Lord  of  the 

Treasury^  ^c. 

"  Whitehall,  16th  October,  1844. 
"  Mt  dbar  Sib  William, 

"  As  your  return  to  this  country  may,  1  believe,  be  expected 
at  a  very  early  period,  I  am  desirous  of  informing  you  that  I 
shall  have  great  pleasure  in  humbly  recommending  to  Her 
Majesty  that  the  rank  of  Baronet  be  conferred  on  you,  as  a  mark 
of  Her  Majesty's  gracious  approbation  of  the  public  services  ren- 
dered by  you  as  Commander  of  Her  Majesty's  naval  forces  in  the 
eastern  seas.  I  propose  to  reserve  the  conferring  of  this  honour 
until  your  actual  return,  from  the  impression  that  the  circum- 
stances of  its  being  so  conferred  marks  more  emphatically  that  it 
is  the  reward  of  public  service  on  the  successful  termination  of  a 
naval  command. 

"  I  have,  &c., 

"  ROBERT  PEEL." 

The  *' Cornwallis "  left  Trincomalee  for  England 
on  the  28  th  of  July.  She  touched  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and,  as  it  was  blowing  hard,  with  every 
appearance  of  a  gale,  the  lower  yards  and  topmasts 
were  struck  on  anchoring.    Years  afterwards,  Captain 
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John  McNeil  Boyd,*  the  Senior  Lieutenant  of  the  flag- 
ship at  the  Cape,  described  the  manner  of  her  entry 
and  the  lesson  in  seamanship  he  then  learnt,  from 
this  the  only  time  in  his  life  he  ever  saw  a  ship  enter 
Simon's  Bay  with  such  wise  precautions. 

At  Ascension,  Sir  William  Parker  minutely  in- 
spected the  naval  establishment,  and  appointed  an 
acting  Second  Masterf  to  the  "  Styx "  sloop,  then 
destitute  of  any  navigating  oflGicer. 

The  "Comwallis"  met  an  easterly  gale  in  the 
Channel,  which  increased  the  length  of  her  passage 
from  Trincomalee  (stoppages  included)  to  112  day  a  J 
Sir  William  Parker  struck  his  flag  at  Spithead  on 
the  5  th  of  November,  and  obtained  the  promotion 
of  Lieutenant  Edward  Codd  to  the  rank  of  Com- 
mander. § 

The  Admiral's  welcome  home  after  his  brilliant 
service  from  Her  Majesty  herself  to  the  most  humble 
individual  who  had  watched  his  career,  was  most 
gratifying. 

The  consummate  skill  and  seamanship  which  had 

*  Author  of  Boyd's  "  Naval  Manual  of  Seamanship."  He 
was  made  a  commander  in  1850,  captain  in  1855,  and  perished 
at  Dublin  in  saving  men  from  a  vessel  wrecked  on  Kingstown 
Pier,  1861. 

t  The  present  Staff- Commander  Timothy  Sulivan,  Naviga- 
ting Officer  to  Her  Majesty's  yacht  "Victoria  and  Albert." 

X  A  bottle  with  an  acconnt  of  the  arrival  in  the  Channel  of 
the  "  Comwallis,"  thrown  overboard  at  the  commencement  of 
the  gale,  reached  the  shore,  and  was  transmitted  to  London  two 
days  before  the  arrival  of  the  "  Comwallis  "  at  Spithead. 

§  Vol.  I,  page  492. 
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esabled  him  to  conduct  a  hostile  expedition  up  an 
unknown  river,  and  bring  back  every  vessel  "  without 
even  the  loss  of  a  boat/'  struck  aU  profaasional  men 
with  admiration.  The  temper  and  judgment  he  had 
displayed  throughout  every  part  of  his  correspond- 
ence with  the  Plenipotentiary  in  China,  and  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  taken  care  that  no  diver- 
gence of  views  should  ever  cause  an  hour's  delay  to 
the  Queen's  service,  was  all  that  a  Government  could 
wish.  The  warm  cordiality  of  feeling  maintained 
with  every  branch  of  the  Army,  joined  to  his  previous 
conduct  at  Lisbon,  aud  his  administrative  experience 
at  the  Admiralty,  combined  to  prove  him  the  most 
distinguished  Admiral  of  the  day.*  It  is  not,  there- 
fore, surprising  that  the  Cabinet  selected  him  for 
tlie  chief  command  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  sub- 
sequent events  showed  that  a  wiser  selection  could 
not  have  been  made. 

His  time  on  his  return  was  much  taken  up  with 
questions  concerning  the  "  batta  "  allowed  in  lieu  of 
prize-money  for  the  expedition,  and  his  kindness  in 
urging  the  promotion  of  such  officers  as  he  thought 
deserving  of  it,  left  him  very  Uttle  leisure  for  his 
private  affairs. 

"  To  the  Earl  of  Haddington. 

"  95,  Eaton  Square,  London,  17tb.  Noyember,  1844. 
"  After  the  close  of  hostilities  in  China,  1  did  myself  the 
honour  of  submitting  to  jour  Lordship  my  sense  of  the  eminent 

•  The  only  possible  exception  was   Sir  George  Cockbui'n, 
whose  health  was  unequal  to  active  service. 
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and  gallant  services  of  my  Flag  Captain  Peter  Richards,  of  the 
*  Comwallis,'  of  which,  and  his  unwearied  exertions  for  the 
public  interests  until  my  flag  was  struck  at  Portsmouth,  I  cannot 
speak  too  highly.  He  is  indeed  an  officer  of  tlie  highest  order, 
and  liis  assistance  to  me  throughout  was  invaluable. 

'^Your  Lordship  will  excuse  my  acquainting  you  that  he 
declined  the  offer  of  conveying  my  despatches  from  Nanking  to 
England,  in  the  hope  that  he  might  be  more  fully  employed  in 
conducting  his  ship  down  the  Yang-tze-kiang,  and  of  lightening, 
as  far  as  he  could,  the  multifarious  and  pressing  duties  which  I 
had  still  to  execute  in  withdrawing  the  expeditionary  forces  from 
the  river,  and  the  subsequent  disposal  of  the  transports,  provi- 
sions, stores,  &c. 

"  He  has  received,  and  justly  appreciates,  the  honour  of  a 
G.B.,  and  it  is  far  from  my  intention  to  make  an  invidious  re- 
mark by  observing  that  the  same  compliment  has  been  bestowed 
on  the  commander  of  the  '  Comwallis,'  and  several  others  of 
that  rank,  in  addition  to  their  promotion  as  captains.  With- 
out derogating  from  their  merits,  I  may  here  notice  that  the 
services  rendered  by  Captain  Richards  were  unquestionably  far 
more  conspicuous  and  important. 

"  As  his  income  is  almost  limited  to  his  professional  pay,  I 
once  entertained  hopes  that  he  might  perhaps  be  deemed  a  fit 
candidate  to  become  one  of  Her  Majesty's  Aides-de-Camp ;  but  as 
this,  or  any  naval  reward  of  a  pecuniary  nature  may  not  come 
within  the  scope  of  your  Lordship's  arrangements,  I  cannot  but 
think  he  would  feel  gratified  if  the  honour  of  Ejiighthood  was 
conferred  on  him.  And  I  have  less  scruple  in  venturing  to  sug- 
gest this  distinction  for  your  Lordship's  consideration,  as  the 
same  mark  of  approbation  has  been  extended  to  Captain  Sir 
Thomas  Maitland  {his  junior),  who  held  a  corresponding  appoint- 
ment under  the  flags  of  the  late  Rear- Admiral  Sir  Frederick 
Maitland,  and  the  Hon.  George  Elliot,  Commodore  Sir  Gordon 
Bremer,  and  myself,  during  his  late  service  as  Captain  of  the 
*  WeUesley '  in  China  and  India."  • 

*  Admiral  Sir  Peter  Richards  did  not  receive  the  honour  of 
Knighthood,  and  he  was  created  a  K.C.B.  in  1865. 
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"  To  the  Earl  of  Haddington. 

*'  Eaton  Square,  21st  November,  1844. 

'*  As  yonr  Lordship  has  kindly  permitted  mo  to  bring  under 
your  notice  the  names  of  a  few  officers,  for  whose  professional 
adyancement  I  cannot  but  feel  interested,  in  consideration  of 
their  good  seryices,  I  beg  first  to  name.  Lieutenant  Arthur  P. 
Eardley  Wilmot,  my  late  Flag  Lieutenant  (seniority  8rd  July, 
1840),  who  is  an  anxious  candidate  for  the  command  of  the 
dwarf  steam-yessel,  tender  to  the  *  Victoria  and  Albert,'  which 
he  understands  is  yacant ;  and  I  should  explain  that  my  haul- 
down  yacancy  was  conferred  on  Lieutenant  Edward  Codd,*  the 
First  Lieutenant  of  the  *  Comwallis,'  an  officer  of  senior  stand- 
ing, because  he  had  served  much  longer  with  me,  and  had  estab- 
lished an  interest  on  my  part,  entirely  by  his  merit,  when  a 
midshipman,  and  totally  unconnected  with  any  private  recom- 
mendation ;  otherwise  Lieutenant  Wilmot  would  have  had  the 
advantage  of  my  nomination.  He  is  a  son  of  Sir  Eardlfey 
Wilmot,  the  Governor  of  Van  Dieman's  Land,  and  is  indeed  a 
very  promising,  valuable,  and  gentlemanlike  young  officer,  of  a 
scientific  turn,  and  possessing  much  practical  professional  know- 
ledge. He  was  First  Lieutenant  of  the  *  Wolverene,'  when  1 
took  him  into  the  '  Comwallis,'  and  if  your  Lordship  can  bestow 
on  him  the  solicited  appointment,  I  think  he  will  prove  himself 
worthy  of  your  further  notice,  and  do  credit  to  the  situation  he 
is  ambitions  of. 

"  Of  my  other  shipmates  in  the  *  Comwallis,'  the  Surgeon, 
Dr.  Daniel  King,  is  one  whose  unwearied  and  humane  attentions 
to  a  large  proportion  of  sick  during  our  continuance  in  an 
unhealthy  climate  1  can  never  forget. 

"  He  is  now  upwards  of  fifteen  years  standing  in  his  present 
rank,  but  was  not  considered  of  sufficient  seniority,  when  1 
brought  him  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  from  the  Yang-tze- 
kiang,  for  promotion  as  a  Deputy-Inspector.  Few  medical 
officers  have  had  a  closer  share  of  service  in  every  quarter  since 
he  entered  the  service;  and  I  have  no  doubt  Sir  William 
Burnett  will   speak   to   his   merits;   I  cannot  extol   them  too 


•  See  Vol.  I,  page  492. 
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highly,  and  he  is  now,  as  ever,  ready  for  service  whenever  he 
may  be  required. 

"  I  have  on  a  former  occasion  pointed  out  the  gallantry  and 
merits  of  Conmiander  the  Hononrable  G.  F.  Hastings,  of  the 
*  Harlequin ;'  and  of  his  spirited  First  Lieutenant,  Henry  Chads, 
who  was  so  severely  wounded  in  the  attack  made  on  the  pirates 
on  the  Coast  of  Pedir,  in  the  early  part  of  this  year.  This  fine 
young  man  will  not,  I  fear,  ever  recover  the  use  of  his  hand,  but 
he  seems  determined  to  follow  the  steps  of  his  distinguished 
father,  of  whom  any  praise  from  me  would  be  superfluous. 

"  I  have  expressed  my  high  opinion  of  Mr.  Augustus  Philli- 
more  in  a  public  conmiunication  to  the  Board;  and  I  hope  I 
may  stand  excused  for  naming  to  your  Lordship  Mr.  George  0. 
Willes,  Mate  of  the  '  Comwallis,'  who  has  passed  nearly  two 
years  and  a  hsAf.  He  is  the  eldest  son  of  Captain  George  W. 
Willes,  and  is  a  sailor  every  inch  of  him,  with  corresponding 
satisfactory  qualifications  as  a  gentleman  and  officer,  full  of  zeal 
and  activity,  and  will  be  found  a  treasure  wherever  he  may 
serve,  and  in  whatever  capacity.* 

'*  Should  your  Lordship  at  any  time  require  an  active  and 
able  officer  for  the  command  of  a  steam- vessel,  you  will  not  easily 
find  one  superior  in  all  respects  to  Commander  McCleverty,t  who 
lately  commanded  the  '  Phlegethon,'  belonging  to  the  Honour- 
able East  Lidia  Company  in  the  China  Expedition. 

''  If  I  have  exceeded  your  Lordship's  intention  in  naming  so 
many  deserving  officers,  I  assure  you  it  is  far  from  my  wish  to 
trespass  on  your  Lordship's  kindness,  for  I  know  how  much  you 
must  be  overloaded  with  recommendations ;  but  I  should  not  do 
justice  to  the  admirable  conduct  of  the  individuals  I  have  here 
adverted  to,  if  I  did  not  bring  them  under  your  Lordship's 
favourable  notice." 

*  A  prediction  which  has  been  verified  by  his  subsequent 
career. 

t  Appointed  to  the  command  of  tiie  "  Polyphemus,"  1845 ; 
attained  his  post  rank  in  1848 ;  commanded  the  "  Terrible  " 
during  the  Russian  War,  was  created  a  C.B.,  and  obtained  a 
Good  Service  Pension;  subsequently  commanded  the  ^'Cam- 
brian," in  the  East  Indies,  and  died  in  1863. 
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From  the  Earl  of  Minto, 

"  Minto,  23rd  November,  1844. 

"  I  cannot  refrain  from  writing  one  line,  to  give  vent  to  my 
satisfaction  on  seeing  your  Baronetcy  in  the  Ghizetfce. 

''It  is  not  only  on  your  own  account  that  this  gives  me 
pleasure,  but  also  because  I  am  glad  to  see  the  honours  gained 
in  your  profession  transmitted  to  posterity  as  a  glorious  record 
of  the  achievements  of  our  Navy,  on  which  I  could  not  feel  more 
strongly  if  I  were  myself  a  member  of  the  service. 

"  1  was  very  glad  to  learn  from  Charles  Wood  that  he  found 
you  as  well  in  health,  and  looks,  and  spirits,  as  if  three  years  of 
exertion  had  not  passed  over  your  head." 


"  To  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

"  95,  Eaton  Square,  3rd  December,  1844. 
"  The  following  statements  are  submitted  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty : — 

"  Lieutenant  Augustus  F.  Webster. 

"  On  the  28th  August,  1843,  Mr.  Augustus  F.  Webster  was 
promoted  by  me  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant,  in  the  consecutive 
vacancy  of  Commander  S.  F.  Harmer,  of  the  *  Driver,'  deceased. 

"  Mr.  Webster  was  the  Senior  Mate  of  the  *  Endymion,' 
during  the  latter  operations  in  the  Yang-tze-kiang ;  and  by  the 
following  extracts  from  the  Admiralty  letter  to  me  of  the  20th 
September,  1843,  it  is  distinctly  stated  that  he  would  be  pro- 
moted on  the  arrival  of  the  '  Endymion '  in  England ;  but  the 
intimation,  unfortunately,  could  not  reach  me  in  time  to  enable 
me  to  bestow  the  above-mentioned  commission  at  my  disposal  on 
another. 

"  *  Admiralty,  20th  September,  1843. 

"  *  My  Lords,  however,  as  a  mark  of  their  approbation,  have 
promoted  the  senior  mates  of  the  ships  specified  by  you,  for 
good  management,  in  cases  where  there  was  a  mate  on  board, 
and  where  the  senior  mate  of  such  ship  had  not  been  already 
promoted  for  services  performed  under  your  orders.  These 
ships  their  Lordships  apprehend  to  be  the  '  Endymion,'  '  Dido,' 
'Vixen,'  'Druid,'  and  'Belleisle.' 
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"  *  Their  Lordships  having  received  a  &vourable  report  of 
the  conduct  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Hancock,  Senior  Mate  of  the  '  Belle- 
isle,'  and  of  Mr.  F.  E.  Forbes,  Senior  Mate  of  the  *  Vixen,'  from 
their  respective  Captains,  have  this  day  promoted  them  to  the 
rank  of  Lieutenant.  And  my  Lords  have  also  directed  that 
A.  F.  Webster,  Mate  of  the  '  Endjmion,'  shall  be  advanced  to 
that  rank  on  the  arrival  of  the  '  Endjmion '  in  England,  pro- 
vided that  it  shall  appear  that  he  was  actually  the  senior  mate 
of  that  vessel  during  the  recent  operations,  and  that  his  conduct 
was  satisfactorily  reported  upon  by  his  Captain.' 

'*  I  now  beg  to  state  that  Mr.  Augustus  Phillimore  was  the 
mate  next  in  seniority  to  Mr.  Webster  on  boai'd  the  *  Endymion.' 
He  is  a  young  man  of  the  highest  character,  which  I  have 
already  reported  to  their  Lordships  in  my  letter  of  the  12th 
ultimo;  and  as,  from  the  fortuitous  circumstances  above  ad- 
verted to,  no  mate  belonging  to  that  ship  derived  the  advantage 
of  promotion  for  his  good  management  and  services  in  the 
Yang-tze-kiang,  or  any  part  of  the  coast  of  China,  I  should 
feel  much  gratified  if  their  Lordships  may  think  fit  to  give 
Mr.  Phillimore  the  advantage  of  their  original  intention  respect- 
ing the  senior  mate  of  the  '  Endymion,'  and  I  am  sure  he  will 
do  credit  to  my  recommeudation. 

"  Lieutenant  F.  E.  ITorbes. 

"  Lieutenant  Frederick  E.  Forbes  was  promoted  by  me  on 
the  29th  August,  1843,  in  the  death  vacancy  of  Lieutenant  B. 
Milbank,  of  the  '  Childers,'  deceased ;  and  by  the  first  communi- 
tions  which  afterwards  reached  me  in  China,  I  found  he  had 
been  placed  on  the  Lieutenants'  List  by  their  Lordships,  their 
commission  being  dated  26th  September,  1843. 

"  The  commission  given  to  him  by  me  has  never  been  pre- 
sented for  confirmation,  as  his  father.  Commander  Forbes,  with 
becoming  liberality  of  feeling,  was  unwilling  to  deprive  another 
of  this  chance  of  promotion,  and  his  son  was  also  content  to 
forego  the  three  weeks'  seniority  to  which  my  appointment 
would  entitle  him. 

"  I  cannot,  therefore,  but  fain  hope  that,  on  receiving  such 
assurance  under  the  hand  of  Lieutenant  Forbes  (if  they  consider 
the  statement  of  myself  and  Commander  Forbes  insufficient) 
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their  Lordships  may  still  allow  me  the  patronage  of  this  vacancj 
thns  nnlnckilj  lost  to  me ;  and  in  that  case  I  would  beg  to  name 
Mr.  George  O.  Willes,*  late  a  Mate  of  the  *  Comwallifl/  who  was 
serving  as  such  during  the  operations  in  the  Yang-tze-kiang.  He 
is  a  jonng  man  of  very  superior  qualities  in  every  respect,  and 
the  son  of  Captain  George  W.  Willes,  B.N.,  whose  meritorious 
service  in  the  late  war  must  be  recorded  in  the  Admiralty  Office. 

"W.  PARKER, 
"  Vice- Admiral,  and  late  Commander-in-Chief  on 
the  East  India  Station,  and  seas  adjacent." 


From  the  Earl  of  Minto. 


Extract. 

"  Minto,  19th  December,  1844. 

"  I  do  most  sincerely  and  heartily  rejoice  in  your  selection 
for  the  Mediterranean  conunand.  First,  because  nothing  that  is 
honourable  and  advantageous  to  you  can  fail  to  give  me  pleasure : 
and,  secondly  (perhaps  I  ought  to  have  put  this  first),  on  purely 
public  grounds  as  regards  those  great  national  interests  which 
will  be  secure  in  your  hands.  I  had  heard  it  reported  before 
your  return  to  England,  that  the  appointment,  after  Capel  had 
declined  it,  was  to  be  kept  open  for  you ;  but  as  I  since  heard 
nothing  more  upon  the  subject,  I  had  become  apprehensive  of  a 
different  choice,  which  I  dare  say  you  may  have  heard  surmised, 
if  you  have  been  in  the  way  of  much  naval  gossip  since  your 
arrival. 

'*  I  do  not  think  you  need  apprehend  a  whisper  of  discontent 
amongst  your  seniors  unless  it  be  from  one  or  two  disappointed 
individuals  who  will  find  no  sympathy  in  the  service,  or  with 
the  public.  Just  cast  your  eye  over  the  list  of  Vice- Admirals, 
and  see  where  you  will  find  a  man  with  such  vigour  of  body 
and  mind,  combined  with  good  sense  and  professional  talent 
and  experience,  as  can  entitle  him  to  a  comparison  with  you,  or 
to  public  confidence  in  a  very  delicate  and  important  command. 


*  Mr.  Willes  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  in 
consequence  of  this  recommendation,  but  his  commission  was 
not  dated  back  to  prevent  its  being  established  as  a  precedent. 
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Depend  npon  it,  jour  appointment  will  give  general  satisfaction 
in  the  profession,  and  Honston  Stewart,*  who  is  sitting  hy  me 
when  I  write,  entirely  agrees  with  me  in  saying  this.  The  nert 
thing  after  Becnring  the  services  of  a  good  Commander-in-Chief 
in  the  Mediterranean  will  be  to  provide  him  with  a  respectable 
force,  and  it  shall  not  be  from  any  want  of  pressure  on  my  part 
if  you  have  not  at  least  half-a-dozen  ships-of-the-line  on  your 
station,  though  1  hardly  expect  to  see  so  many  provided  for  it. 
.  .  .  .  It  really  looks  as  if  we  felt  it  to  be  a  point  of  honour 
that  the  French  individually,  as  well  as  collectively,  should  show 
a  superior  force  in  the  Mediterranean.'' 

Lord  Minto  was  right.  The  appointment  was 
hailed  with  delight  and  confidence  by  the  naval 
service  and  the  country  at  large;  and  as  Sir  William 
Parker  had  served  as  a  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  under 
the  Opposition,  it  was  evident  that  Sir  Robert  Peel 
and  the  Admiralty  had  not  been  influenced  by 
political  partiality. 

Though  the  list  of  Flag  Oflficers  was  numerically 
large,  the  number  of  those  considered  efficient  was  so 
limited  that  four  Captains  were  elected  in  the  fol- 
lowing year  as  Commodores  First  Class  for  Admirals' 
duties.t  Sir  Charles  Napier,  in  his  motion  before 
the  House  of  Commons,  stated  that,  out  of  211 
(active  and  retired)  Admirals  on  the  list,  only  25 
Rear-Admirals  were  under  65  years  of  age,  and  15 
under  60 4 

*  The  late  Admiral  of  the  Fleet,  Sir  Houston  Stewarfc,  G.C.B. 

t  2  Channel  Squadron,  2  Admirals  Superintendent. 

J  Parliamentary  Debates,  May  16,  1844!.  At  present  (1879) 
there  are  17  Active  Vice- Admirals  and  28  Active  Bear- Admirals, 
but  the  total  list  of  Flag  Officers  contains  507. 
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The  entente  cordiale  was  at  its  height,  and 
the  English  Government,  relying  implicitly  on  the 
good  faith  and  friendship  of  Louis  Philippe  and  M. 
Gnizot,  had  agreed  to  reduce  the  Naval  Estimates, 
and  keep  only  one  line-of-battle  ship  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean ;  and  it  was  with  some  difficulty,  and  after  con- 
sulting the  French  Foreign  Office,  that  the  Admiralty- 
obtained  Lord  Aberdeen's  sanction  that  the  flag- 
ship of  the  Commander-in-Chief  should  be  a  three 
instead  of  a  two-decked  ship  ! 


^ 
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Appendix. 


MemorandiMn  of  the  Movements  of  Her  Majesty* s  ship  "  GomwcUlis,** 
hearing  the  Fkig  of  Vice-Admwral  Sir  Willia/m  Pa/rker^  O.C.B. 
after  lea/oing  China, 


Date. 

Sailed  £rom 

Date. 

ArriTed  at 

1843. 

1843. 

Deo.  4   .. 

Hong  Kong       . .         . . 

Deo.  12.. 

Manila. 

1844. 

1844. 

Jan.    1  .. 
„    28.. 
„    26.. 

Manila 

Singapore 
Mautoca . . 

Jan.  11  . . 
„     24.. 
1)     81  .. 

Singapore. 

Makcca. 

Penang. 

Feb.  25 . . 

Penang  .. 

March    4 

Off  Amherst. 

March    6 

Prooe^ed  to  Moulmein 
in  barge. 

„        7 

Returned  to  Amherst. 

„        7 

Amherst.  •         •  •         •  • 

„      24 

Kedgeree. 

„       26 

KedgereeinH.O.  S.  y. 
"  Sanges." 

„      26 

Calcutta. 

April  U 

Calcutta . . 

April  14 

Kedgeree. 

„    15. . 

Kedgeree 

,,      16 

Sauffor  Roads 
Sand  Heads. 

„    16. . 

Baugor  Roads    . . 

»      16 

„    16. . 

Sand  Heads 

May    4.. 

Madras. 

May  20 . . 

Madras  ., 

„     26 . . 

Trinoomalee. 

July  10 . . 

Trinoomalee 

July  28.. 

* 

Lat.  20**  47' S.    Long.  74** 
60' E.  Passing  the  hmits 
of  the  East  India  Sta- 

tion. 

Aug.  28. . 

Simon's  Bay,  Cape  of  Good 
Hope. 

Aug.  31. . 

Simon's   Bay,  Cape   of 
Gtx)d  Hope. 

Sept.  11. . 

St.  Helena 

Sept.  13. . 

St.  Helena 

»     17 

Ascension. 

ly         18.  . 

Ascension 

Not.  4  . . 

St.  Helen's. 

Not.  6   . . 

St.  Helen's 

II    5  .. 

Spithead  . 

Flag  struck  at  4.26  p.m.  November  5,  1844. 


LOlTDOir  : 
HABEISOK  AVD  80KS,  PBINTEBS  IK  OBDIKABY  TO   HBB   MAJBBTY^ 

BT.   MABTIK'S  LANB. 


r 


f 


